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18 November 2019 

 
Dear Permanent Representative, 

 

We are writing in order to bring to your attention the recent meeting of the Courage Foundation 

Panel held in October 2019 and to ask for your support in taking action at the forthcoming CSP 

aimed at restoring the integrity of the OPCW and regaining public trust. The Courage Foundation is 

an international organisation that supports those who risk life or liberty to make significant 

contributions to the historical record. 

 

The Courage Foundation Panel heard testimony and saw documentation from an OPCW official who 

was a member of the team investigating the alleged chemical weapon attack in Douma, Syria, April 

2018. The panel, comprised of eminent individuals including José Bustani (the first Director General 

of the OPCW), Professor Richard Falk (Professor of International Law at Princeton and former UN 

Special Rapporteur) and Dr Helmut Lohrer (International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear 

War), was unanimous in finding that ‘unacceptable practices’, involving suppression of information 

aimed at reaching a ‘preordained conclusion’, had occurred during the Douma investigation. 

Substantive concerns were raised regarding the credibility of the report, specifically with respect to 

toxicology and ballistics assessments, as well as the use and interpretation of witness testimonies. 

Suppression of internal debate and questioning within the investigation team appears to have been 

systematic. The full statement and accompanying analytical points can be found at 

https://couragefound.org/?s=OPCW and https://wikileaks.org/opcw-douma/. 

 

The deliberations of the Courage Foundation Panel occurred against the backdrop of existing public 

controversy following the leaking in May 2019 of an engineering report authored by OPCW official 

Ian Henderson which reached very different conclusions from the official final OPCW report. In this 

regard, the Courage Foundation Panel noted that little consideration had been given in the final 

OPCW report to alternative hypotheses on how the alleged chlorine munitions came to be found in 

the two apartment buildings. 

 

In view of the current disclosures, and the questions inevitably raised with respect to the integrity 

and credibility of OPCW FFM investigations, the Panel has called on the OPCW to ‘permit all 

inspectors who took part in the Douma investigation to come forward and report their differing 

observations in an appropriate forum of the States Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention’. 

 

We believe this request is eminently reasonable and indeed an essential step toward both 

establishing the truth of what happened in Douma and restoring public trust in the OPCW. If the 

organization is to faithfully implement the Chemical Weapons Convention, proper accountability 

and transparency of process are now required. 

 

We hereby call on you to support the Panel’s request and facilitate efforts to allow all members of 

the FFM team to speak freely and without risk of censure at an appropriate forum. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

José Bustani, Ambassador of Brazil, first Director General of the OPCW and former Ambassador to 

the United Kingdom and France 

 

William Binney, former technical director at NSA (US National Security Agency) 

 

George Carey, former Archbishop of Canterbury 

 

Noam Chomsky, Professor Emeritus, MIT (Linguist, Philosopher and Public Intellectual) 
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Alain Chouet, former chief of the Security Intelligence Service within the French external 

intelligence service (DGSE) 

 

Marcello Ferrada de Noli, Professor Emeritus, former head Research group Cross-cultural Injury 

Epidemiology, Karolinska Institute. Chair Swedish Doctors for Human Rights – SWEDHR 

 

Anne Gazeau-Secret, former French Ambassador, The Hague 

 

Katharine Gun, former GCHQ (UKGOV), Whistleblower 

  

John Kiriakou, Former CIA Officer and Former Senior Investigator, US Senate Committee on 

Foreign Relations 

 

Annie Machon, former MI5 Officer, UK Security Services 

 

Ray McGovern, former CIA analyst and presidential briefer; co-founder of Veteran Intelligence 

Professionals for Sanity (VIPS) and of Sam Adams Associates for Integrity in Intelligence; former 

Army Infantry/Intelligence officer 

 

John Pilger, Journalist and documentary film maker  

 

Theodore Postol, Professor Emeritus of Science, Technology and National Security, MIT 

 

Scott Ritter, UNSCOM Weapons Inspector 1991-1998 

 

Coleen Rowley, retired FBI agent and former Minneapolis Division Legal Counsel, 9-11 

whistleblower and a 2002 Time Magazine Person of the Year 

 

Hans von Sponeck, former UN Assistant Secretary-General and UN Humanitarian Coordinator 

(Iraq) 

 

Oliver Stone, Film Director, Producer and Writer 

 

 

Courage Foundation Panel Members: 

 

Richard Falk, Professor of International Law, Emeritus, Princeton University; Visiting Professor, 

Istinye University, Istanbul 

 

Kristinn Hrafnsson, editor-in-chief, Wikileaks 

 

John Holmes, Maj Gen (retd), DSO OBE MC 

 

Dr. Helmut Lohrer, MD, Board member of International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear 

War (IPPNW) and International Councilor of its German affiliate 

 

Prof. Dr. Guenter Meyer, Centre for Research on the Arab World (CERAW) at the University of 

Mainz  

 

Elizabeth Murray, former Deputy National Intelligence Officer for the Near East, National 

Intelligence (retd); member, Veteran Intelligence Professionals for Sanity and Sam Adams 

Associates for Integrity in Intelligence  

 

This letter is supported by members of the OPCW Douma Fact-Finding Mission 

cc: Office of the Director General, OPCW 


