
2016-2017 ACLU-NJ Legislative Scorecard

We New Jerseyans have enormous influence on our 
legislators, and New Jersey plays an influential role on 
the national stage. From one of the first paid family leave 
insurance programs in the country in 2008 to shifting the 
criminal justice landscape with risk-based bail reform in 2014, 
the laws made in the Garden State are sometimes used as 
models by other states looking to enhance civil liberties.

Because our lawmakers have the power to shape our 
access to justice and civil liberties, it’s incumbent upon us 
to hold our officials accountable, and that means taking 

account of their record. This scorecard tracks the voting 
records to date of Senate and Assembly members on  
10 key issues during the legislative session that began  
Jan. 1, 2016, and will end Dec. 31 2017.

These bills reflect the ACLU of New Jersey’s priorities this
legislative session. Scores were developed by calculating 
each vote on one of 10 priority issues as a vote for or 
against civil liberties interests. Each bill carries equal 
weight. Absences were not included in the calculation, and 
casting a vote to abstain counted against the legislator.

SENATE:
Criminal Justice
•  Limits on Solitary S51/A547
•  Racial Impact statements S677/A3677
•  Parole Reform S895/A2182
•  Prison Phone Rates S1880/A1419
•  Independent Police Investigations S2469/A1115

Speech
•  Anti-Boycott Bill S1923/A925

Gender & LGBTQ Equity
•  Gender Pay Equity S992/A2750
•  Transgender Student Guidelines S3067/A4652

Health  Care Rights
•  Family Planning Funds S2277/A3492
•  Paid Family Leave S3085/A4927

ASSEMBLY:
Criminal Justice
•  Limits on Solitary A547/S51
•  Prison Phone Rate Cap A1419/S1880
•  Parole Reform A2182/S895
•  Racial Impact Statements A3677/S677

Speech
•  Anti-Boycott Bill A925/S1923

Gender & LGBTQ Equity
•  Gender Pay Equity A2750/S992
•  Transgender Student Guidelines A4652/S3067

Health Care Rights 
•  Aid in Dying A2451/S2474
•  Family Planning Funds A3492/S2277
•  Paid Family Leave A4927/S3085

2017 LEGISLATIVE SCORECARD BILLS

OCTOBER 2017



CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM

Limits on Solitary Confinement — S51, A547
ACLU-NJ Position: Support
ASSEMBLY: 45-26, 8 did not vote, 1 vote to abstain
SENATE: 23-16, 1 did not vote
Vetoed

Would have allowed solitary confinement only as 
a last resort, limited time allowed in isolation, 
and ended isolation of vulnerable groups: 
LGBTQ prisoners, pregnant women, and people 
with mental illness.

Racial and Ethnic Impact Statements —  
S677, A3677
ACLU-NJ Position: Support
ASSEMBLY: 66-3, 6 did not vote, 5 votes to abstain
SENATE: 36-0, 4 did not vote
Conditionally vetoed, with minor changes

Would require projections on the impact of 
proposed criminal justice bills and regulations 
on communities of color, helping reduce 
racial disparities in sentencing, arrests, and 
incarceration.

Parole Reform — S895, A2182
ACLU-NJ Position: Support
ASSEMBLY: 44-26, 10 did not vote
SENATE: 29-0, 11 did not vote
Conditionally vetoed

Would have required the parole board to explain 
reasons for denying parole, mandated re-entry 
plans, and removed barriers for people with 
good behavior records to qualify for parole.

Cap on Prison Phone Rates — S1880, A1419
ACLU-NJ Position: Support
ASSEMBLY: 57-21, 2 did not vote
SENATE: 35-2, 3 did not vote
Signed into law

Ends exploitative costs of phone calls in prisons 
and prohibits kickbacks to prisons and jails from 
phone companies.

Independent Investigations of Police Killings — 
S2469, A1115 
ACLU-NJ Position: Support
SENATE: 22-12, 6 did not vote 
ASSEMBLY: Has not yet voted

Would give the Attorney General, not local 
prosecutors, jurisdiction over investigations and 
prosecutions when someone dies during a law 
enforcement encounter.

FREE SPEECH

Anti-boycott Bill — S1923, A925
ACLU-NJ Position: Oppose
ASSEMBLY: 70-3, 5 did not vote, 2 votes to abstain
SENATE: 39-0, 1 did not vote
Signed into law 

Punishes free speech by prohibiting state 
pension investment in companies that boycott 
Israel or Israeli businesses.  

GENDER & LGBTQ EQUITY

Gender Pay Equity — S992, A2750
ACLU-NJ Position: Support
ASSEMBLY: 54-14, 6 did not vote, 6 votes to abstain
SENATE: 28-4, 8 did not vote
Conditionally vetoed 

Would have specified gender-based wage 
discrimination as illegal in the Law Against 
Discrimination and established each pay 
period as a new instance of discrimination.

Transgender Student Guidelines —  
S3067, A4652
ACLU-NJ Position: Support
ASSEMBLY: 59-15, 3 did not vote, 3 votes to abstain 
SENATE: 25-10, 5 did not vote
Signed into law 

Requires statewide guidelines to create 
supportive, nondiscriminatory environments for 
transgender students.

HEALTH CARE RIGHTS

Restoring Family Planning Funding — 
S2277, A3492
ACLU-NJ Position: Support
ASSEMBLY: 51-26, 3 did not vote
SENATE: 25-14, 1 did not vote
Vetoed

Would have restored $7,453,000 for family 
planning services into the budget, an item 
Christie has stricken each year.

Aid in Dying for Terminally Ill — S2474, A2451
ACLU-NJ Position: Support
ASSEMBLY: 41-29, 5 did not vote,  
5 votes to abstain 
SENATE: Has not yet voted

Would allow a terminally ill patient to self-
administer medication to end their life in 
a humane manner, affirming the rights of 
autonomy, privacy, and self-determination. 

Expanding Paid Family Leave — S3085, A4927
ACLU-NJ Position: Support
ASSEMBLY: 49-23, 5 did not vote, 3 votes to abstain
SENATE: 22-15, 3 did not vote
Conditionally vetoed, with major changes

Would have expanded state paid family leave 
insurance from 6 weeks to 12 weeks to care for 
a sick relative or new child, increased available 
benefits, and allowed additional types of 
relatives to take paid leave.

2016-2017 ACLU-NJ  
Legislative Scorecard 
Bill Overviews



ACLU Position: Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes

Senator                                           S 51 S 677 S 895 S 1880 S 2469 S 1923 S 992 S 3067 S 3085e S 2277 ACLU %

Addiego, Dawn Marie (R-8) 5 H – H – 5 – H 5 5 43%

Allen, Diane B. (R-7) 5 H – H – 5 H – – 5 50%

Bateman, Kip (R-16) 5 H – H 5 5 H H 5 H 56%

Beach, James (D-6) H H H – H 5 – H H H 88%

Beck, Jennifer (R-11) 5 H – H H 5 5 H 5 H 56%

Bucco, Anthony R. (R-25) 5 H H 5 5 5 H 5 5 5 30%

Cardinale, Gerald (R-39) 5 – H H H 5 – 5 5 5 38%

Codey, Richard J. (D-27) H H H H H 5 H H H H 90%

Connors, Christopher J. (R-9) 5 H – H 5 5 H 5 5 5 33%

Cruz-Perez, Nilsa (D-5) – – H – H 5 H H H – 83%

Cunningham, Sandra B. (D-31) H H H H H 5 H H H H 90%

Diegnan, Patrick J. (D-18) H H H H – 5 H H H H 89%

KEY:

	H FOR liberty

 O Voted to Abstain

	5 AGAINST liberty

 – Absent/Did not vote

 **  Not in office for entire length  
of session
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ACLU Position: Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes

Senator                                           S 51 S 677 S 895 S 1880 S 2469 S 1923 S 992 S 3067 S 3085e S 2277 ACLU %

Doherty, Michael J. (R-23) 5 H – H 5 5 – 5 5 5 25%

Gill, Nia H. (D-34) H H H H H 5 H H H H 90%

Gordon, Robert M. (D-38) H H H H H 5 H – H H 89%

Greenstein, Linda R. (D-14) H H H H H 5 H H H H 90%

Holzapfel, James W. (R-10) 5 H – 5 5 5 – – 5 5 14%

Kean, Thomas H. (R-21) 5 H H H 5 5 H H 5 5 50%

Kyrillos, Joseph M. (R-13) 5 H H H 5 5 5 5 5 5 30%

Lesniak, Raymond J. (D-20) H H H H H 5 H H H H 90%

Madden, Fred H. (D-4) H H H H – 5 H H H H 89%

O’Toole, Kevin J. (R-40) 5 – H H 5 5 – 5 5 5 25%

Oroho, Steven V. (R-24) 5 – – – 5 5 5 5 5 5 0%

Pennacchio, Joseph (R-26) 5 H H H 5 5 5 5 5 5 30%

KEY:

	H FOR liberty

 O Voted to Abstain

	5 AGAINST liberty

 – Absent/Did not vote

 **  Not in office for entire length  
of session

2016-2017 ACLU-NJ Legislative Scorecard: SENATE
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ACLU Position: Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes

Senator                                           S 51 S 677 S 895 S 1880 S 2469 S 1923 S 992 S 3067 S 3085e S 2277 ACLU %

Pou, Nelida “Nellie” (D-35) H H H H H 5 – H H H 89%

Rice, Ronald L. (D-28) H H H H H 5 H – H H 89%

Ruiz, M. Teresa (D-29) H H – H – 5 H H H H 88%

Sacco, Nicholas J. (D-32) H H H H H 5 H H – H 89%

Sarlo, Paul A. (D-36) H H H H H 5 H H H H 90%

Scutari, Nicholas P. (D-22) H H H H H 5 H H H H 90%

Singer, Robert W. (R-30) 5 H H H 5 5 H 5 H 5 50%

Smith, Bob (D-17) H H H H H 5 H H H H 90%

Stack, Brian P. (D-33) H H H H H 5 H H H H 90%

Sweeney, Stephen M. (D-3) H H H H H 5 H H H H 90%

Thompson, Samuel D. (R-12) 5 H – H 5 – – 5 – 5 33%

Turner, Shirley K. (D-15) H H H H H 5 H H 5 H 80%

KEY:

	H FOR liberty

 O Voted to Abstain

	5 AGAINST liberty

 – Absent/Did not vote

 **  Not in office for entire length  
of session
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ACLU Position: Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes

Senator                                           S 51 S 677 S 895 S 1880 S 2469 S 1923 S 992 S 3067 S 3085e S 2277 ACLU %

Van Drew, Jeff (D-1) H H – H – 5 H – 5 H 71%

Vitale, Joseph F. (D-19) H H H H H 5 H H H H 90%

Weinberg, Loretta D. (D-37) H H H H H 5 H H H H 90%

Whelan, Jim (D-2) H H H H H 5 H H H H 90%

KEY:

	H FOR liberty

 O Voted to Abstain

	5 AGAINST liberty

 – Absent/Did not vote

 **  Not in office for entire length  
of session

2016-2017 ACLU-NJ Legislative Scorecard: SENATE

Lim
its

 on S
olit

ar
y  

Confinem
ent

Rac
ia

l &
 E

th
nic 

 

Im
pac

t S
ta

te
m

ents
Par

ole
 R

efo
rm

Pris
on P

hone  

Rat
e C

ap
In

dep
enden

t P
ol

ice
 

 In
ve

st
ig

at
io

ns
Anti-

Boy
co

tt 
Bill

Gender P
ay

 E
quity

Tr
an

sg
ender S

tu
dent  

Guid
elin

es
Pai

d Fam
ily

 L
eav

e
Fam

ily
 P

la
nnin

g Funds

  Free Gender &  Health Care
 Criminal Justice Reform Speech LGBTQ Equity Rights



ACLU Position: Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Assembly Member                   A 547 A 1419 A 2182 A 3677 A 925 A 2750 A 4652 A 2451 A 4927 A 3492 ACLU %

Andrzejczak, Robert (D-1) 5 H 5 H 5 H O H 5 H 50%

Auth, Robert (R-39) 5 5 5 O 5 O O 5 5 5 0%

Barclay, Arthur (D-5) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

Benson, Daniel R. (D-14) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

Bramnick, Jon M. (R-21) 5 H 5 H 5 5 H 5 5 5 30%

Brown, Chris A. (R-2) 5 5 5 H 5 H H 5 H H 50%

Bucco, Anthony M. (R-25) 5 5 5 H 5 5 5 5 5 5 10%

Burzichelli, John J. (D-3) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

Caputo, Ralph R. (D-28) H H – H 5 H H 5 H H 78%

Caride, Marlene (D-36) – H H H 5 – H H H H 88%

Carroll, Michael Patrick (R-25) – 5 H – 5 5 5 5 5 5 13%

Chaparro, Annette (D-33) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%
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  Free Gender &  Health Care
 Criminal Justice Reform Speech LGBTQ Equity RightsKEY:

	H FOR liberty

 O Voted to Abstain

	5 AGAINST liberty

 – Absent/Did not vote

 **  Not in office for entire length  
of session

2016-2017 ACLU-NJ Legislative Scorecard: ASSEMBLY



ACLU Position: Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Assembly Member                   A 547 A 1419 A 2182 A 3677 A 925 A 2750 A 4652 A 2451 A 4927 A 3492 ACLU %

Chiaravalloti, Nicholas (D-31) H H H H 5 H H O H H 80%

Ciattarelli, Jack M. (R-16) 5 H – H 5 H 5 H 5 5 44%

Clifton, Robert D. (R-12) 5 5 5 H 5 – 5 5 5 5 11%

Conaway, Herb (D-7) H H H H – H H O H H 89%

Coughlin, Craig J. (D-19) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

Dancer, Ronald S. (R-12) 5 H 5 H 5 O 5 5 5 5 20%

Danielsen, Joe (D-17) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

DeAngelo, Wayne P. (D-14) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

DeCroce, BettyLou (R-26) 5 H 5 H 5 O 5 5 – 5 22%

DiMaio, John (R-23) 5 5 5 O 5 5 5 5 5 5 0%

Downey, Joann (D-11) H H 5 H 5 H H H H H 80%

Egan, Joseph V. (D-17) H H H – 5 H H 5 H H 78%
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  Free Gender &  Health Care
 Criminal Justice Reform Speech LGBTQ Equity RightsKEY:

	H FOR liberty

 O Voted to Abstain

	5 AGAINST liberty

 – Absent/Did not vote

 **  Not in office for entire length  
of session
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ACLU Position: Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Assembly Member                   A 547 A 1419 A 2182 A 3677 A 925 A 2750 A 4652 A 2451 A 4927 A 3492 ACLU %

Eustace, Tim (D-38) H H – H 5 – H H H H 88%

Giblin, Thomas P. (D-34) – H H H 5 H H – H – 86%

Gove, DiAnne C. (R-9) 5 5 5 H 5 O 5 5 5 5 10%

Green, Jerry (D-22) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

Greenwald, Louis D. (D-6) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

Gusciora, Reed (D-15) H H – H 5 H H H H H 89%

Handlin, Amy H. (R-13) 5 5 5 O 5 H H 5 5 5 20%

Holley, Jamel C. (D-20) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

Houghtaling, Eric (D-11) 5 H 5 H 5 H H H H H 70%

Howarth, Joe (R-8) 5 5 5 H 5 O H 5 O 5 20%

Jasey, Mila M. (D-27) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

Jimenez, Angelica M. (D-32) H H H H H H H H H H 100%
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  Free Gender &  Health Care
 Criminal Justice Reform Speech LGBTQ Equity RightsKEY:

	H FOR liberty

 O Voted to Abstain

	5 AGAINST liberty

 – Absent/Did not vote

 **  Not in office for entire length  
of session
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ACLU Position: Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Assembly Member                   A 547 A 1419 A 2182 A 3677 A 925 A 2750 A 4652 A 2451 A 4927 A 3492 ACLU %

Johnson, Gordon M. (D-37) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

Jones, Patricia Egan (D-5) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

**Karabinchak, Robert J. (D-18) H H H H 5 – H O H H 78%

Kean, Sean T. (R-30) 5 H – H 5 5 H 5 5 5 33%

Kennedy, James J. (D-22) H H – H 5 H H H H H 89%

Lagana, Joseph A. (D-38) H H H – 5 H H H H H 89%

Lampitt, Pamela R. (D-6) H H – H 5 H H H H H 89%

Land, R. Bruce (D-1) 5 H 5 H 5 H O H 5 H 50%

Mazzeo, Vincent (D-2) H H 5 H 5 H H H – H 78%

McGuckin, Gregory P. (R-10) – 5 5 H 5 – – 5 5 5 14%

McKeon, John F. (D-27) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

McKnight, Angela V. (D-31) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%
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  Free Gender &  Health Care
 Criminal Justice Reform Speech LGBTQ Equity RightsKEY:

	H FOR liberty

 O Voted to Abstain

	5 AGAINST liberty

 – Absent/Did not vote

 **  Not in office for entire length  
of session
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ACLU Position: Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Assembly Member                   A 547 A 1419 A 2182 A 3677 A 925 A 2750 A 4652 A 2451 A 4927 A 3492 ACLU %

Moriarty, Paul D. (D-4) H H H H – H H H H H 100%

Mosquera, Gabriela M. (D-4) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

Mukherji, Raj (D-33) – H H H 5 H H – H H 88%

Munoz, Nancy F. (R-21) 5 5 5 H 5 H H 5 5 5 30%

Muoio, Elizabeth Maher (D-15) H H H H 5 H H O H H 80%

Oliver, Sheila Y. (D-34) H H H H H H – 5 H H 89%

O’Scanlon, Declan J. (R-13) 5 5 H O 5 5 H H 5 5 30%

Peterson, Erik (R-23) 5 5 5 O 5 5 5 5 5 5 0%

Phoebus, Gail (R-24) 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 0%

Pinkin, Nancy J. (D-18) H H H H 5 H H 5 H H 80%

Pintor Marin, Eliana (D-29) H H H H 5 – H H H H 89%

Prieto, Vincent (D-32) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%
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  Free Gender &  Health Care
 Criminal Justice Reform Speech LGBTQ Equity RightsKEY:

	H FOR liberty

 O Voted to Abstain

	5 AGAINST liberty

 – Absent/Did not vote

 **  Not in office for entire length  
of session
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ACLU Position: Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Assembly Member                   A 547 A 1419 A 2182 A 3677 A 925 A 2750 A 4652 A 2451 A 4927 A 3492 ACLU %

Quijano, Annette (D-20) H H H H 5 H H H – H 89%

**Rible, David P. (R-30) 5 H 5 H 5 5 H 5 5 5 30%

Rodriguez-Gregg, Maria (R-8) O 5 5 H 5 H H – O 5 33%

**Rooney, Kevin J. (R-40) – – – – – – H – 5 – 50%

Rumpf, Brian E. (R-9) 5 5 5 H – 5 – 5 – – 17%

Russo, David C. (R-40) 5 5 5 H 5 5 5 5 – 5 11%

Schaer, Gary S. (D-36) – H H H 5 H 5 5 H H 67%

Schepisi, Holly (R-39) 5 H H – 5 O H O O 5 33%

Singleton, Troy (D-7) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

Space, Parker (R-24) – 5 5 5 5 5 5 – 5 5 0%

Sumter, Shavonda E. (D-35) H H H H H H H H H H 100%

Taliaferro, Adam J. (D-3) H – H H – H H H H – 100%
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  Free Gender &  Health Care
 Criminal Justice Reform Speech LGBTQ Equity RightsKEY:

	H FOR liberty

 O Voted to Abstain

	5 AGAINST liberty

 – Absent/Did not vote

 **  Not in office for entire length  
of session
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ACLU Position: Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Assembly Member A 547 A 1419 A 2182 A 3677 A 925 A 2750 A 4652 A 2451 A 4927 A 3492 ACLU %

Tucker, Cleopatra G. (D-28) H H H H O H H 5 H H 80%

Vainieri Huttle, Valerie (D-37) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

**Watson, Blonnie R. (D-29) H – – H – – 5 5 H – 60%

Webber, Jay (R-26) 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 0%

Wimberly, Benjie E. (D-35) H H H H O H H H H H 90%

Wisniewski, John S. (D-19) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%

Wolfe, David W. (R-10) 5 5 – – 5 5 H 5 5 5 13%

Zwicker, Andrew (D-16) H H H H 5 H H H H H 90%
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 Free Gender &  Health CareCriminal Justice Reform Speech LGBTQ Equity RightsKEY:

H FOR liberty

 O Voted to Abstain

	5 AGAINST liberty

– Absent/Did not vote

**  Not in office for entire length
of session
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