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TAROS AND SWEET POTATOES |
— Ethnic Relations and Identities of “Glorious
Citizens’’ (Veteran-mainlanders) in Taiwan

Hu Tai-li

(ABSTRACT)

This essay first examines the origin of the ethnic term “taros” as refer-
ring to veteran—mainlanders migrating to Taiwan after 1945. In the eyes of
“sweet potatoes” (the native Taiwanese), most “old taros” unlike mainlan-
ders in the core of the political structure, are in low socio—economic strata.
But these “glorious citizens” a named by Chiang Kai-shek identify with the
ideology held by those dominant mainlanders at the core of political and
military power.

After analyzing four types of veteran—mainlanders’ communities , the
author shows that members in this ethnic group have weak kin and territo-
rial bonds and are rather isolated from other ethnic groups in Taiwan. It
would be very difficult for them to survive if the core of military and politi-
cal power has not provided them special supports and benefits. Although
the “glorious citizens” tend to attribute the reasons for their unsatisfactory
marriages, families and sexual relations to the restrictions of the military
and political power; paradoxically, they become emotionally more dependant
on the leaders (Chiang Kai—shek and his descendants), the country (Republic
of China), and the party (the Nationalist Party) and treat them as “totemic”
emblems with ambiguous, kin—based “totemic” sentiments.

About 90 percent of veteran—mainlanders have decided to settle down in
Taiwan, to a certain degree transforming themselves from “taros” to “sweet
potatoes”. On the other hand, these “glorious citizens” insist that if the
transformation from “taros” to “sweet potatoes” implies a separation
from the mainland China and a loss of their Chinece identity, they will refuse

such transformation.



