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system,” which opened at No. 9
with 91,500 copies in 1999.

This issue boasts the largest
number of new goods atop the
chart since the issue dated June 28,
when six albums entered the top 10.

With this being the fourth time
in 2003 that five or more titles
have bowed inside the top 10, the
chart may be headed for a record.
There were five weeks in 2001
when The Billboard 200 had five or
more new entries in the top 10, a
record for the SoundScan era and
probably for the chart’s history.

LESS ‘NOW’ THAN BEFORE: The lat-
est episode of the “Now That’s

What I Call Music!” series still
fields big hits from big names, but
the opener for “Now! 13" is the
smallest first week the line has
seen since 1999, when “Now! 2”
also opened at 171,000 copies—
and, to put a finer point on it, that
one started with about 100 units
more than this one.

The previous outing, “Now! 12,”
started at No. 3 on 256,000 copies
in the issue dated April 12.

ROOTS THAT SPRAWL: The re-entry
at No. 155 on last issue’s Billboard
200 and the subsequent jump to
No. 107 by Alison Krauss & Union
Station comes thanks to the mar-
keting that came with the July 15
release of her group's DVD-Video.
National advertising on CMT is
one of the planks that helps
Krauss' “Live” win the Pacesetter
on the big chart (up 49%) and the
Greatest Gainer on Top Country
Albums. The companion “Live”
DVD entered Top Music Videos last

week at No. 7.

Another Rounder album, “The
Three Pickers” by Earl Scruggs,
Doc Watson and Ricky Scaggs,
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picked up steam even before two
big market drivers took place,
earning the Pacesetter on the
country list (36-28) while entering
the big chart at No. 190 (up 62%).
Expect more juice for “Pickers”

next issue, thanks to a public TV
special that began airing July 29. A

long “All Things Considered” seg-
ment on NPR will deliver another
spike in August.

SHOUT IT OUT LOUD: The new live
double-CD from Kiss—recorded
with an orchestra, no less—scores
the veteran band’s best sales week
since 1998, while some younger
rock acts also kick up their heels.

“Symphony: Alive IV" opens at
No. 18 with 41,000 copies. the best
Kiss showing since “Psycho-Cir-
cus” began at No. 3 in 1998 with
109,500. Last year, a hits set peaked
at No. 52, while the band’s boxed
set entered at No. 128 in 2001.

Thrice sets up shop at No. 16
(47,500), giving the band its first
ink on The Billboard 200. An earli-
er album peaked at No. 20 on
Heatseekers.

A launch at No. 27 is the high-
est Billboard 200 rank ever for
Eve 6, but its opening total,
34,000, is not its best Nielsen
SoundScan week.

Its last album sold 5,000 more
when it began at No. 34 in 2000,
while its self-titled album did
88,000 in Christmas week 1998.

RIM SHOTS: A fast start for the new
Christina Aguilera track (72-54 on
Hot 100 Airplay) helps her album
win The Billboard 200's Greatest
Gainer (41-31, up 13%) ... With a
second-week drop of less than
40%, the P. Diddy-produced “Bad
Boys 11" soundtrack easily retains
the top rung on both The Bill-
board 200 and Top R&B/Hip-Hop
Albums. It has a good shot to lead
both charts again next week . .. Of
the 7,000-copy sum that brings
the multi-act “Worship Together:
Be Glorified” back on the big chart
at No. 143, 83% of those sales
come from direct-to-consumer
marketing. The other “Worship
Together™ album (No. 68), which
won two recent Pacesetter awards,
has also seen most of its sales
from direct marketing.
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