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Preface

This paper is a first documentation and research of “Shalom” synagogue of the old 

Jewish quarter of Izmir. The “Shalom” synagogue is one of nine synagogues, that are 

located in this old Jewish quarter of Izmir (in other parts of the city now exist 3 more 

synagogues). Drawings and historical research of the Jews of Izmir, indicate that in 

past days there used to be 27 synagogues in the city. 

Apart from the architectural documentation, we have documented the synagogue by 

detailed photographs, to include the documentation of the large number of Judaica 

objects found in the synagogue. This paper suggests an analysis of the different forms 

and stages in the development of the synagogue in different periods of time in the 

past.

Today, the synagogue is in a satisfying condition of maintainance, yet routine 

maintainance, works as well as more urgent work of conservation should be 

performed. In this paper we tried to point out some of the more urgent problems that 

require treatment. 

In its typology, its architectural details and in its contents, the Shalom synagogue is a 

typical example for the synagogues of  the city of Izmir and for the synagogues of 

Turkey.

Following this work of documentation, we call for the completion of the 

documentation (historical, architectural and of structural) as a preparation for the full 

conservation of the synagogue as an important historical and cultural site of the Jews 

of Izmir, and as a part of the layout of synagogues in this old Jewish quarter of Izmir. 

:Note: The drawings are scaled to fit the page         
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- GULF OF IZMIR-REAL MAPA

-16-17 ,-
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The synagogues are located where many Jews used to live back in the 16
th

 and 17
th

centuries. Today it is the marketplace of Izmir. 
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 photo-Shalom synagogue in air
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In this map it is easy to get an impression of the close location of the synagogues 

to one another. “Shalom” synagogue is a bit further north.  "Senyora”, 

"Kadosh”, "Algazi” and "Hevra" synagogues form a close cluster. In the other 

side of the street from them stands "Etz Haim” synagogue. 

Inscription by the entrance                                                                        
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Little is known about the history of “Shalom” synagogue. It is supposed to have been 

founded in approximately 1500, by newcomers from the nearby city of Aydin. It was 

burnt in the big fire of 1772, and renewed for prayer only in 1800. The synagogue was 

not burnt in the fire of 1841, after the fire had miraclously stopped progressing at its 

gate. Adjacent to it are shops that gave a financial backup to the congregation. A place 

for studying religion (Bet Midrash) by the same name was a few shops away. 

About changes in the synagogue building see restored situation.
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Shalom synagogue cannot be identified from the street. It is surrounded by a wall, and the iron entrance gate carries no 

sign.

The iron gate is decorated with geometrical iron decorations. The half- circular openning above the gate door is filled 

with meandering iron decorations, that remind the vinetree that covers the entrance to the courtyard behind the gate 

(other decorations inspired by vegetation can be seen inside the synagogue in the ceiling decorations and in the reliefs 

on capitals and columns). 

Beyond the gate there is a narrow entrance courtyard. Spharadic synagogues (synagogues of Spanish Jews) usually had 

a small entrance garden, probably the influence of Islamic architecture. In this courtyard a Sukah (a shack built in the 

Jewish holiday of  Sukot)was probably built for the community during the holiday of Sukot, as was customary in other 

synagogues. 
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                                                                                                    Northern wall
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Wooden Teva in pictures

     Details

 .
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Wooden supports 

artistically curved

 ,

Dedication 

plaque placed in 

the front of the 

Teva

Platform for Torah reading

Steps of stone rising to the      

Teva
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                                                                                                   Southern wall
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                                                                                        )wall of Heichalot(Eastern wall 

Decorated cielings
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In every square of the ceiling

the decorative pattern is framed

by colored margins. The central

ceiling, above the original place

of the Teva, has margins

painted with vegetal motifs, and

it is curving down to the

columns. 

ecorated ceilingsD
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                            port to ceiling beams in picturesSup

                                                                                                                                      Judaica
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Shalom 

synagogue is 

of the 4-

columns-9-

bays type: the 

ceiling is 

devided by the 

four central 

columns to 9 

wooden

squares

carefully

carved and 

painted

     ,
.

.

Beams meet the columns in the 

center of the synagogue.

.

Wooden beam with 

decorated elements 

on its two sides.

These squares are supported by wooden 

beams that meet the wall with an 

arched element. 
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Many Judaica objects 

were found in the 

synagogue, part of

which were placed
where they are meant 

to be placed, and the 

rest were stored in

cupboards. 

The major part of the 

Judaica, was dedicated

to the synagogue by

members of the 

congregation. The 

artifacts carry a

Hebrew date. Most of

them are from the 
beginning of the 20th

century. 

 :

" ."
.

The covers of the Torah books

are according to the Sephardic 

tradition of dressing the Torah 

with a decorated coat. 

Judaica
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                                                              cloth coverings for the Heichal Hakodesh -Parochot

Cloths for rolling the 

Torah books.

 ,
.

Parochot are hanging in 

front of the Heichal, and 

in front of the side cabins.
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Rimonim for the Torah 

books, made of silver. 

Crowns and decorations for Torah books                                                 
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Conclusions rising from the architectural documentation

During the process of documenting the Shalom synagogue, a few questions arose 

regarding the different appearance of the synagogue building in different stages of the 

Jewish life in Izmir. We reached the following conclusions: 

Shalom is of the 4-columns-9-bays synagogue typology: in its center stand 4 

columns, around the place in which the Teva used to stand. The 4 columns 

devide the ceiling into 9 wooden rectangles. The Teva is positioned today 

opposite to the Heichalot (wall with cabinets for the Torah books), as is 

common in the Italian bi-polar synagogues.  Old floor tiles that were left under 

the place where the Teva used to stand, verify the fact that the Teva was 

positioned in the past at the center of the synagogue. 

            We know that the Teva was moved from its original place in the beginning of  

             the 20
th

 century. 

While closing the women’s gallery- the access to a small back garden was 

blocked. That is the small backyard behind the Western synagogue wall. It 

probably used to be attached to the entrance courtyard. The backyard is higher 

than the entrance courtyard (about 60 cm below the windows). Today it cannot 

be reached. 

In the lifetime of the synagogue building, other buildings were built around it, 

sometimes adjacent to it. Windows that previously let the light through them 

were then sealed. The Eastern wall of the synagogue, which has an important 

role in the religious ceremony as the wall of the cabinets storing the Torah 

books, seems to have had windows. The signs on the eastern wall suggest that 

there was a window above each cabinet (3 in number). These windows were 

arched, and positioned high up on the wall. 

The southern wall has five window-like niches. They are symmetrically 

arrranged, the middle window being a little wider than the rest. They don’t let

            light in. 

The walls of the synagogue were “dressed up” with new paints once every few 

years. Today, the walls are colored in off-white, but they used to be blue etc…

Women’s gallery is a late addition to the building. With its 

building, changes were made in the Northern wall of the 

synagogue: two high windows that reached almost as high as the 

ceiling, were lowered approximately by half. Above them there 

      is a big opening in the wall that allows the women to look from the  

gallery into the synagogue.
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Hazards
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                        Cracks in the walls 

                                         Cracks in beams 

                            Stains of wetness 
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SUMMARY

The “Shalom” synagogue was built by Jews of Aydin that arrived in Izmir. It is 

one of the oldest synagogues of Izmir. Today it stands in the area where once Jews 

used to live, and many other synagogues that served them are still there. Shalom is 

surrounded by shops, that today are part of the market that is occupying the 

Kemeralti. 

In its current building of the 19
th

 century, it is of the same typology of all the other 

contemporary synagogues of Izmir. It is rectangular in shape. In the center four  

columns, between which the Teva was located. 

Not only in typology, but also in the different changes it underwent throughout the 

years, Shalom is representing fashions and changes in the life of the Jews of Izmir. 

Shalom synagogue is one of the relics of a dignified Jewish community. Its beauty 

and importance rest in its most tiny architectural details to its location within the 

dense urban tissue of centuries ago. That is why we consider Shalom synagogue and 

the synagogues in that area, as buildings that are worthy of conservation!


