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From “Administering” Taiwan to “operating” South Manchuria Railway
Company - the Course of Kodamagenzirou and Gotousinpei’s Wrecking
China
XU Yong
(Library, Beijing Jiaotong University, Beijing 100044, China)

Abstract: At the mention of Taiwan and South Manchuria Railway Company in the late 19" and
the beginning of 20" century, we cannot avoid talking about Kodamagenzirou and Gotousinpei.
In administering Taiwan, the Governor-General and the Commanding Officer of Civil
Administration of Taiwan joined hands; in operating South Manchuria Railway Company, the
Chief Commissioner with the South Manchuria Railway Company Founding Commission gave
guidance and help to the President of South Manchuria Railway Company. In today’s Japan,
the two men are still worshipped as “god of land force” and “pioneer of colonial policy.” In
China, however, who has suffered deep devastation by the Japanese occupation army, they
are rarely known. This paper illustrates the following points in order: Kodamagenzirou and
Gotousinpei’s personal records, eight years of despotic rule in Taiwan, the planning and
preparations to found the “super company” - South Manchuria Railway Company and the
special relationship between the two of them. Using history as a mirror, the paper tries to
reflect the true colors of Kodamagenzirou and Gotousinpei, both of whom are arch-criminals in
invading and wrecking China, and further trigger off realistic thinking of “watching out for
resurgence of militarism in Japan.”

Key words: Japanese imperialism; colonialist rule; Taiwan; South Manchuria Railway Company;
Kodamagenzirou; Gotousinpei
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