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MUSIC DIRECTORS 

Désiré Defauw 

Born September 5, 1885, Ghent, Belgium. 

Died July 25, 1960, Gary, Indiana. 

MUSIC DIRECTOR (1943-1947) 

Désiré Defauw began studying violin at the Ghent Conservatory at the age of seven and later 

attended the Royal Conservatory in Brussels. After touring Europe as a violin soloist, in 1906 

he was selected to lead the New Symphony Orchestra of London, specializing primarily in 

contemporary repertoire. Defauw also appeared as guest conductor with the Berlin 

Philharmonic as well as with orchestras in Vienna, Rome, Madrid, Moscow, Leningrad, and 

Budapest.  

Admired and praised by both Richard Strauss and Maurice Ravel, Defauw assumed the 

directorship of the Concerts du Conservatoire, Belgium's leading orchestra, and later of the 

Belgian National Radio. He was master professor of the conducting and orchestra classes at 

the Royal Conservatory, and, in 1937 established the Orchestra National de Belgique, a permanent national orchestra. 

Defauw made his American debut in 1939, conducting four performances with Toscanini's NBC Orchestra. He was signed 

as permanent conductor of the Montreal Symphony after conducting only one concert and served in that capacity from 

1941 until 1953.  

Defauw led the Chicago Symphony Orchestra from 1943 to 1947. He introduced Chicago audiences to the works of 

several contemporary composers, including Barber, Bloch, Carpenter, Chadwick, Copland, Elgar, Goldmark, Milhaud, 

Sibelius, Walton, and Warlock. 

Following his tenure in Chicago, Defauw also served as music director of the Gary Symphony Orchestra in Indiana (1950-

1958). 
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The Rosenthal Archives provides free reference services for requests that can be answered quickly using existing finding 

aids and the online catalog; extensive research may be subject to an hourly fee. The Archives' staff will gladly assist those 

who wish to conduct research onsite; advance appointments are required. 

For permission to publish, please contact: 

Rosenthal Archives of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
220 South Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois  60604 
 

312.294.3055 
archives@cso.org  
www.cso.org/archives  
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