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MAJOR POLITICAL PARTY CAUCUS AND CONVENTION 
PROCEDURES 

In Washington state, the candidates for nearly all of the offices which appear on the state general election 
ballot are nominated at a primary election. The most important exception to this procedure is the nomination of 
candidates for the positions of President and Vice-President. This information is presented to familiarize 
Washington voters with the process by which the nominees for President and Vice-President are determined and 
how Washington residents can participate in that selection process. This section is detachable so that you may keep 
it after the election for reference. 

Delegates to the national nominating conventions of the major political parties from Washington are selected 
through a system of precinct caucuses, county or legislative district conventions, and a state convention. The first 
step in this process is the precinct caucus, a neighborhood-level meeting open to all of the members of a particular 
political party. Precinct caucuses are held in each precinct of the state in the early spring of each presidential year. 
Individuals are elected from each precinct to attend the legislative district or county convention where the 
delegates to the state convention are chosen. The delegates to the state convention select the delegates to the 
national convention at which the presidental and vice-presidential nominees are selected. In addition to the 
selection of delegates, those persons attending party caucuses and conventions have the opportunity to determine 
the party platform, vote on resolutions, and meet party candidates for a variety of offices. 

DATES OF PRECINCT CAUCUSES AND CONVENTIONS 
Information on the time of all of the caucuses and conventions was not complete at the time this publication 

was prepared. The following dates were available from the state central committees of the two major political 
parties: 

Republicans* Demoaats 
Precinct caucuses March 11, 1980 March 11, 1980 
County or District convention To be determined April 12 or 19, 1980 
State convention June 6-7, 1980 June 12, 1980 

*These dates are subject to confirmation when the Republican State Committee formally adopts rules for precinct 
caucuses and county conventions, probably in December of this year. 

RULES AND PROCEDURES 
Each political party has the authority under state law to adopt rules to govern the delegate selection process 

and other party activities which occur in conjunction with the caucuses and conventions. These party rules specify 
the number of delegates from each precinct to the county or legislative district convention, the number of 
delegates from each legislative district or county convention to the state convention, and the procedural rules for 
conducting the caucuses and conventions. The delegate allocation formulas are usually based on population or a 
cornbrnation of population and the number of votes certain candidates for that party received in the precinct, 
district, or county. A copy of the rules of either party should be available from the state central committee of that 
party in advance of the time precinct caucuses are held. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
The dates and locations of all party caucuses and conventions receive advance press coverage and are 

generally advertised by the parties. Specific questions you have about any aspect of the nominating procedure 
may be directed to the state central committee of the respective party. They may be able to respond to your 
inquiry directly or they may refer you to either your precinct committeeperson or your county or district 
chairperson. The addresses and telephone numbers of the state committees are as follows: 

Republican State Committee of Washington Washington State Democratic Committee 
1509 Queen Anne Avenue North Lobby - Arctic Building 
Seattle, WA 98109 Seattle, WA 98104 
(206) 285-1980 (206) 623-6093 



INDEPENMNT CANDIDATE AND MINOR PARTY 
NOMINATING PROCEDURES 

This summary of the procedures governing the nomination of independent and minor party candidates is not 
meant to be inclusive. Persons interested in being nominated in this manner should consult Chapter 29.24 of the 
Revised Code of Washington or obtain more detailed information from the office of the Secretary of State, 
Legislative Building, Olympia, WA 98504. 

NOMINATING CONVENTION 
Any nomination of a candidate for partisan political office other than by a major political party must be made 

by a convention held on the last Saturday preceding the filing period. In 1980, this will be July 26. Notice of the 
intention to hold a nominating convention must be published in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
county in which the convention is to be held at least ten days before the date of the convention. A number of 
registered voters equal to one for each 10,000 voters who voted in the jurisdiction for which each nomination is 
made or twenty-five such voters, whichever number is greater, must attend the nominating convention and sign 
the nominating petition for the candidates who are nominated. 

CERTIFICATE OF NOMINATION 
The signatures and addresses of the voters who attended the convention and a record of the proceedings of 

the convention must be submitted to the office of the Secretary of State no later than the last day allowed for 
candidates to file for office. In 1980, this deadline is August 1. Any candidates who are nominated at an 
independent or minor party convention must file a declaration of candidacy with the Secretary of State and pay 
the filing fee required for the office sought. (Those candidates unable to pay the filing fee may file an affidavit of 
indigency.) The names of all of the candidates who have been nominated by convention will be printed on the 
primary election ballot together with the major party candidates for their respective offices. With the exception of 
candidates for the offices of President and Vice-president, no candidate may have his or her name printed on the 
general election ballot unless he or she receives at least one percent of the total votes cast for that office in the 
partisan primary. 
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Introduction to the 1979 Voters' Pamphlet 

On November 6, you will have the opportunity to vote on six state ballot measures and 
numerous local offices and issues. Please use it! This voters' pamphlet is sent to you and all other 
residents of Washington State to assist you in making decisions on those statewide measures. 

The first section of the pamphlet contains the official ballot titles and explanatory statements for 
each state measure as prepared by the Attorney General. Arguments "for" and "against" each 
measure have been prepared according to state law by the proponents and opponents of these 
measures. The second section of the pamphlet contains the complete text of each state measure. 

As Secretary of State of the State of Washington, I certify that the text of each proposed 
measure, ballot title, explanatory statement, statement for and against, and rebuttal statement which 
appears in this pamphlet, is a true and correct copy of the original document filed in my office. 
"Witness my hand and the seal of the State of Washington." 

BRUCE CHAPMAN 
SECRETARY OF STATE 
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