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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Mount Tabor Bap t i s t  Church i s  b a s i c a l l y  a rec tangular  u n i t  of a simple Gothic 
s t y l e  evidenced by such f e a t u r e s  as  t h e  pointed arches a t  t h e  windows and o r i g i n a l  
doors. Constructed i n  1832 of hand-made br ick ,  t h i s  1%-story, meetinghouse-type 

. church was very l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  two o l d  houses of worship i n  Lewisburg (Old Stone 
Presbyter ian  and John Wesley Methodist) i n  shape and s i z e ,  being a 36' x 40' s t ruc -  
t u r e  b u i l t  on a t h i c k  foundation of uncoursed limestone. 

Or ig ina l ly  i t s  windows w e r e  narrow, double-hung sash  with small ,  9/6 panes 
and a t r i a n g u l a r  o v e r l i g h t .  There were th ree  such openings on t h e  southwest s i d e  
and two on t h e  o the r  e l e v a t i o n s ,  except on t h e  northwest (entrance) e l e v a t i o n  
where two windows served t h e  g a l l e r y  which was added, wi th  a s t a i rway  approach on 
t h e  ou t s ide ,  about 1844 f o r  t h e  use of blacks (presumably both s l a v e  and f ree ) .  
Around t h e  same time, a 30' x 19' basement was excavated under t h e  sou theas t  end 
of t h e  auditorium, and f o r  yea rs  t h i s  space was used t o  house a p r i v a t e  day school,  
It i s  probable t h a t  some t i m e  p r i o r  t o  the  Civi l  War a 10' x 16'  frame tower was 
added a t  t h e  northwest (ent rance)  t o  provide a v e s t i b u l e ,  new s ta i rway  t o  t h e  

' g a l l e r y  and c loak c l o s e t s .  The tower was s l i g h t l y  indented a t  t h e  g a l l e r y  l e v e l  
and topped wi th  an octagonal  cap and be l f ry .  

The i n t e r i o r  i s  p l a i n  b u t  a t t r a c t i v e ,  having painted p l a s t e r  w a l l s  wi th  wooden 
f l o o r  and c e i l i n g .  Some b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  g a l l e r y  which extends ac ross  t h e  r e a r  
w a l l  once continued along t h e  s i d e s  of the  sanctuary as  w e l l ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no 
e a s i l y  d i s c e r n i b l e  s t r u c t u r a l  evidence t h a t  t h i s  was so. 

When l a r g e  cracks developed i n  t h e  southwest wal l ,  it became necessary,  in  
I about 1900, t o  r e b u i l d  t h i s  s i d e ,  reus ing t h e  o ld  brick.  Minor changes have been 

made s ince  1900 f o r  t h e  sake of  comfort and convenience, and i n  t h e  1960s a one- 
s t o r y ,  ten-foot  deep a d d i t i o n  was placed a t  t h e  southeas t  t o  provide a c h o i r  room, 
study.  and more space f o r  t h e  baptismal pool. Also, a one-story room was added t o  
t h e  nor th  s i d e  of  t h e  tower, and the  o ld  f rane  ent rance  was veneered i n  b r i c k  to  
make i t  more i n  keeping wi th  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Mount Tabor Baptist  Church t r ace s  i t s  roo t s  back t o  the  1780s, being 
among the  o ldes t  Bapt is t  un i t s  es tabl ished i n  what i s  now southeastern West V i r -  
g inia .  The present bui lding dates  from 1832, and i t s  basement and g a l l e r y  have 
served on several  occasions and f o r  periods extending t o  years as  t he  l oca t i on  of 
p r i va t e  and public schools. O f  s pec i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  evolution of t h e  Mount 
Tabor Church i s  i t s  t r a n s f e r  from a white t o  a black congregation a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  
War. Such t rans fe rs  were not uncoriimon ( a t  l e a s t  one o ther  occurred i n  Lewisburg 
i t s e l f ) ,  but  the adjudging, i n  e f f e c t ,  i n  a court  of law t h a t  t he  Negroes were 
t h e  r i g h t f u l  successors t o  t he  cont inuat ion of t he  old body of t r u s t ee s  was no t  
only an exceptional method of t r ans f e r  but  a l so  an unusual decision a s  viewed 
today. 

It was i n  1777 t h a t  John Alderson, Jr., son of t he  pastor of Lynvil le Creek 
Bapt is t  Church i n  Rockingham County, Virginia,  s e t  out  westward, somewhat l a t e r  
s e t t l i n g  along t he  Greenbrier River a t  a place which took h i s  name. Here h e  

t establ ished the  Greenbrier Bapt is t  Church from which grew severa l  o thers  i n  asso- 
c i a t i on ,  including t ha t  a t  Big Levels northwest of Lewisburg. 

I n  1832 the  l a t t e r  congregation s e t  about const ruct ing a b r i ck  church i n  
town. A t  t he  time, the  t h i r t y  members were ministered t o  by John Spotts ,  an 
i n s t r u c t o r  a t  the  nearby Lewisburg Academy who had converted from Presbyterianism 
and was ordained a t  Big Levels Church on May 5 ,  1832. From t h i s  period u n t i l  t h e  
C i v i l  War, t he  church, which had become hown as Lewisburg Bapt is t ,  had s eve ra l  
pas tors ,  one of whom was Reverend James Remley. Remley, too, had been assoc ia ted  
with the  Lewisburg Academy, bu t  when h e  and the  p r inc ipa l  disagreed on t h e  proper 
mode of baptism, he withdrew and began a p r iva te  school which he  f i r s t  conducted 
i n  t h e  30' x 19' basement which had recen t ly  been excavated beneath t h e  church. 

For several  years t he  congregation had prospered, but  during t h e  hard times 
of war i t  suffered.  By about 1868 t h e  membership had dwindled t o  l e s s  than a dozen, 
and these  began t o  j o i n  o ther  churches. In t he  meantime, Negroes who previously  
had worshipped i n  t he  ga l l e ry  a s  c h a t t e l s  asked t h e  remaining members f o r  permission 
t o  continue t o  use t h e  meetinghouse. The request  was granted on condi t ion t h a t  
r epa i r s  be made t o  t he  bui lding,  f o r  it had de te r io ra ted  badly during occupation 
years  of the  ea r ly  1860s. A Negro minis ter  came a f t e r  1869, an event which "was 
represen ta t ive  of only one of t h e  many doors now open t o  people who had once been 
t he  possessions of others."  The congregation renamed the  church Nount Tabor, and 
f o r  severa l  years publ ic  school c l a s se s  were held i n  t he  basement, 

The period 1884-1886 was perhaps one of the  most momentous i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of 
the  Lewisburg Baptist  Church. Although the  outcome of l ega l  events a f f ec t ed  only  
t h i s  one congregation, t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  today takes on new proportions. I n  t h e  
spr ing of 1884, William Foglesong, only surviving t r u s t e e  of t h e  church which f o r  
some 15 years had been used continuously by a Negro congregation which had i t s  
bas i s  i n  the  former s laves  who worshipped i n  the  same building,  pe t i t ioned  t h e  
Ci rcu i t  Court of Greenbrier County t o  aliow s a l e  of t h e  s t ruc tu r e  and l o t  so proceeds 
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8.  SIGNIFICANCE (continued) 

could be applied toward a new Bapt i s t  e d i f i c e  a t  nearby Ronceverte. 
The following segments of Foglesong's presentment were among t h e  major argu- 

ments : 
t h a t  p e t i t i o n e r  i s  t h e  only surviving t r u s t e e  and a s  such s i n c e  
t h e  da te  l a s t  above mentioned k. e., 1869, f i f t e e n  years  previous  
t o  the  pet i t ion]  has  a t  d i f f e r e n t  times authorized schools t o  be 
he ld  i n  s a i d  b u i l d i n g  and l a t e r a l l y  has allowed t h e  colored 
people of Lewisburg connected wi th  t h e  Bap t i s t  denomination t o  
use  sa id  b u i l d i n g  as  a house of worship. . . p e t i t i o n e r  th inks ,  
be l i eves  and a l l e g e s  t h a t  s a i d  bu i ld ing  i s  e n t i r e l y  u s e l e s s  t o  
those  f o r  whose use  i t  was erected  @he white Bapt is t  congregation7 . . . . 

Reverend A.W. Woodley of t h e  Nount Tabor Church l e d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
whi te  repossession.  Arguments included s ta tements  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  b lack  
congregation had made r e p a i r s  t o  t h e  bu i ld ing  and had been i n  possession of it 
f o r  a number of years.  F ina l ly ,  over two years  l a t e r ,  t h e  fol lowing s h o r t  pronounce- 

r ment was made on behalf  of t h e  cour t :  
I n  r e  Lewisburg Bap t i s t  Church. 

This cause cane on t h i s  8 t h  day of Ju ly ,  .1886, t o  be heard  
upon the  p e t i t i o n  of  William Foglesong surviving t r u s t e e  of 
t h e  Baptist  Church'in t h e  town of Lewisburg, e x h i b i t s  f i l e d  
with s a i d  p e t i t i o n ,  t h e  answer of t h e  l o c a l  soc ie ty  and con- 
gregation of t h e  Lewisburg Bap t i s t  Church, e x h i b i t s  f i l e d  w i t h  
s a i d  answer, genera l  r e p l i c a t i o n  the re to ,  t h e  deposi t ions  of  
witnesses,  and arguments of Counsel. Upon considera t ion the reof ,  
it i s  by t h e  Court adjudged, ordered and decreed, t h a t  t h e  prayer  
of t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  be  denied, and the  p e t i t i o n  dismissed. 

The Negroes had t h e  r i g h t  t o  e l e c t  new t r u s t e e s  t o  rep lace  dead ones, and as t h e y  
c o n s t i t u t e d  the  only B a p t i s t  congregation i n  Lewisburg, they were dec la red  r i g h t f u l  
owners of t h e  church. 

An e r a  ended, t h e  Mount Tabor Bap t i s t  Church continues today i n  much t h e  same 
bu i ld ing  as  was t h e  c e n t e r  of controversy over n ine ty  years  ago. 
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