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BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE UN ITED STATES OF A~rERI CA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas, for the reasons assigned in my Proclamation of the 19th instant., a blockade of the 

ports of the States of South Caroli na, Georgia, Flor ida, Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, (Uld 

'r oxas was ordered to be established; 

And whereas, since that date, public property of the United States has been seized, the collec· 

tion of tbe revenue obstrllcted, and duly commissioned ollicers of the United States, while engaged 

in executing the orders of their superiors, have been arrested and held in custody as prisoners, or 

have been impeded in the discharge of t heir official duties without due legal process, by persons 

(Olaiming to act under authoritiE"s of the States of Virgi nia and North Carolina: 

.-\ n efficient blockade of the ports of those States will also be established. 

I n witness whereof, I have hereunto set m .... hand, and caused the seal of the United States 

to be affixed . 

Done Ht the City of WashillgtOll, th is twenty·seyenth day of April, in the year of our J~ord 

rL.s. l one thousand eight hundred and sixty,olle, fin d of the Independence of the United 

Slates the eighty·fifth. 

By the President: 

,V ILI.f,\llll. SEWARD, 

Secrelm'Y 0/ Sfale. 

ABRAHAM LI NCOLN. 

J 
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BY THE PRE SIDE NT OF THE UN ITED STATE S OF AUERI CA. 

A PROCL AMA TIO N . 
Whereas, on the 15th day of April, 1861, the President of the United States, in view of un 

insnrrection against the Laws, Constitution, und Government of tho United Stutes, which had 
bl'oken out within the States of South Carolina, Georgi'l, Alabama, Florida, Miss iss ippi, Louisiana, 
and 'l'exas, and in pursuance of the provisions of the act entitled "All act. t.o provide fo r 
calling fo rth tho mi litia to execute the laws of tho Union, sup press insurrections, and repe l 
invasions, and to repeal tho act now in force for that purpose," appro" cd }~ebrtlar.r 28th, 1795, 
did call forth th e militia to suppress said insurrect ion, and to cause th e laws of tho Union to be 
duly executed, and the insurgents havo failed to disperse by the time directed by the President ; 

And whereas sllch insurrection has since broken out, and yet exists, within the States of 
Virginia, North Carolina , Tennessee, and Arkansas; 

J\ nd whereas th e insurgents in all the said States claim,.. to act und er the flut.ho rity thereof, 
and S/\Ch claim is not disclai med or repUdiated by the persons exercising the functions of 
government in such Stllto or States, or in t he part or parts thereof in which sllch combin3tions 
exist, nor has Stich insu rrection been suppressed by said Stat.es : 

Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, in pursuance of an act 
of Congress approved July 13, 1861, do hc reby declare tha t the inhabitants of the said Stlltes of 
Georgia , South Carolina, Virg inia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama , L.onisiana, 'l'ex3s, 
Arkansas, Mississippi , and :Florida. (except the inhabitants of that part of t.he State of Virginia 
lying west of the Allegheny Mountains. and of slich othe r parts of that State and tiw other States 
hereinbefore llamed as Illay maintain a loyal adhe~ i on to the Union and th e Constitution. or Illay 
be, from tim e to timo, occupied and controlled by forces of the United States engaged in the 
dispersion of said insurgents,) are in a. state of insurrection aga inst the United SLates, and that 
all commercial intercourse between the sall~ and the inhabitants thereof, with tho exceptions 
aforesaid, and the citi~tms of other States and othel· parts of the United States is unl awfu l, and 
will remain unlawful until sll t;h insurrection shaH ceaso 01' has been suppressed i that all goods 
and chattels, wares and me rchandi !Oe, coming from any of said States, with the exceptions 
nforcsaid, into other parts of the United States, without the special license and permission of the 
President, through th e Secretary of the Treasury, or proceed ing to any of said Sta le." with the 
e xceptions aforesaid, by land or water, togethe r wi th the vesse l or vehiclo convey ing the same, 
or conveying persons to or from said States, with said exceptions, wi!! be forfeited to the 
United States i aud that, from and after fifteen days from the issuing of this proclamatioll.) 
all ships and vcssels belonging in whole or in part to any citi~en or inhab itant of any of 
said State"" with said exceptions, found at sea, or in any port of the United States, will 
be for feited to the United States. And I hereby e njoin upon all d istri ct. attomeYI!, marsllail;, 
nnd oOicers of t.he revenue and of the military and naval fo rces of the United States 
to be vigilalJt in tho execution of said act., and in the ellforcement of tho penalties and 
forfeitures impos~d 01' declared by it i leaving nny pal"~y who may think himself aggrieved 
thcl"Cby to his applieation to the Secretary of the 'l'reasmy for the remission of any penalty 
or forfeiture, whi ch the said Secretary is autho.·ized by law to g rant., if, in his judgment, 
the special circum stances of any case shall require such remission. 

In witness whereof, I hav e hereunto set Illy hand , and cansed the seal of the United States 
to be aflixed. 

Done at tLe City of Washington, this sifteenth day of August, in the year of our Lord 1861 , 
[L.S.] and of the Independence of the United States the eighty-sixth . 

By the President: 
\VILLIAM IT. S .,WARD, 

Secrelm·y 0/ Slale. 

ABRAHAU LINCOLK. 
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