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SCOPE 

This guide is intended to assist in locating materials and information available in the Rochester 

Central Public Library about people who immigrated to the Rochester area. Materials that are 

available for checkout from other divisions are also listed below. Ask at the reference desk if you 

have any questions about a particular item. Note: Restrictions may apply to the use of some of 

these materials. Please ask the librarian if you have any questions. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

After the Revolutionary War was over and the title to lands in Western New York was obtained 

from the Iroquois in 1786, New Englanders flocked to all parts of the state. In the two decades 

after the war, 500,000 new settlers came into New York, and the state tripled its population.  

Cities along the migration route such as Utica, Syracuse, Rochester, and Buffalo prospered. 

Natives of other states such as New Jersey, Connecticut, and Vermont moved to New York in 

large numbers during the pre-Civil War era.  

Large numbers of Irish and Germans came to New York cities in the mid-1800s. New York was 

the destination for millions of southern and eastern Europeans, especially Italians and Russian 

Jews, from about 1890-1910. The Irish tended to settle in New York and other large cities, such as 

Albany, and along the canal. Large numbers of Germans settled in New York City, Buffalo, and 

Rochester.  

Key 

L/H = Local History Division (these materials do not circulate) 

BUS = Business & Social Sciences Division – 4
th
 floor, Bausch & Lomb Public Library Building  

(these materials circulate and may be checked out) 

LIT = Literature and Media Division – 1
st
 floor, Rundel Public Library Building  

(these materials circulate and may be checked out) 

HIS = Science, History, and Travel Division – 3
rd

 floor, Bausch & Lomb Public Library Building  

(these materials circulate and may be checked out) 
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BOOKS 

Rochester Immigrants 

L/H  

Rr974.789 

B824h 

Also in HIS 

Bratush, James D. A Historical Documentary of the Ukrainian Community of Rochester, 

New York. [s.l.: s.n.], c1973. 

L/H  

Rr296  

W676j 

Brickner, Isaac M. The Jews of Rochester: An Historical Summary of Their Progress and 

Status as Citizens of Rochester from Early Days to the Year Nineteen Hundred and 

Twelve from Unpublished Records Prepared by the Late Isaac A. Wile. Rochester, N.Y.: 

Historical Review Society, 1912. 

L/H 

Rrq929.2097 

S365b 

Brown, Carol Willits. Descendants of German Immigrant Henry Ferdinand Schoenheit, 

1834-1907 of Rochester, New York: With Allied English Lines of Powell and Turner. 

Rochester, NY: Carol Willits Brown, 2010. 

L/H 

Rrq929.3747 

S797s 

Crennell, W. H. Statement of Passengers which Arrived at the Port of Rochester, District 

of Genesee during the Quarter Ending Sept. 30, 1866. [Rochester, N.Y.]: Rochester 

Genealogical Society, 1985. 

L/H 

Rr325.1  

F492r 

Finch, Charles E. The Rochester Plan of Immigrant Education. Albany: The University of 

the State of New York, Division of Agricultural and Industrial Education, 1916. 

L/H 

Rrq974.789 

G799r 

Greenberg, Robert. Rochester’s Lewis Street: An Immigrant Working Class Neighborhood 

in Transition, 1880-1930.  

L/H-OS 

Rqr296  

J592j 

The Jewish Population of Rochester, New York (Monroe County). Rochester, N.Y.: [s.n.], 

[1961]. 

L/H 

Rqr304.6097 

J59j 

The Jews of Monroe County, N.Y.: Based on a Survey of 402 Jewish Households Carried 

Out under the Auspices of the Jewish Community Federation of Rochester, Inc. 

[Rochester, N.Y.: The Federation, 1981.] 

L/H 

Rr282  

M958f 

Mullaney, Thomas W. Four-Score Years: A Contribution to the History of the Catholic 

Germans in Rochester. Rochester, N.Y.: [s.n.], 1916. 

L/H 

Rr974.789 

P523p  

2007a 

Pfäfflin, Herman F. W. A 100-Year History of the German Community in Rochester, New 

York (1815-1915). [Rochester, N.Y.]: Rochester Museum & Science Center, c2007. 

L/H 

Rrq974.789 

P523p 

2007 

Also in HIS 

Pfäfflin, Herman F. W. A 100-Year History of the German Community in Rochester, New 

York (1815-1915). Rochester, N.Y.: The Federation of German-American Societies, 

c2007. [An expanded edition with footnotes, maps, additional images and over 1,300 

names of individuals and families of the time.] 

 

L/H 

Rr305.8009 

E844e 

Also in BUS 

Pula, James S. Ethnic Rochester. Lanham, MD: University Press of America, c1985. 
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L/H 

Rr381.4109 

R821h 

Also in BUS 

Rosin, Nancy. The Hands that Feed Us: 100 Years At the Rochester Public Market. 

Rochester, N.Y.: The City, c2005. 

L/H 

Rr296  

R8132j 

Also in LIT 

Rosenberg, Stuart E. The Jewish Community in Rochester, 1843-1925. New York, 

Columbia University Press, 1954. 

 

L/H 

Rr974.789 

S159v 

Salamone, Frank A. Viewing an American Ethnic Community: Rochester, New York, 

Italians in Photographs. Lanham, Md.: University Press of America, c2010. 

L/H 

Rr974.789 

S159ita 

Salamone, Frank A. The Italians of Rochester, New York, Post-World War II: 

Immigration, Prosperity, and Change. Lewiston, NY: The Edwin Mellen Press, 2013. 

L/H 

Rr305.8009 

T169w 

Also in BUS 

Tantalo, Anna M. With Out Papers: Americanization of Italian Immigrants. [S.l.: s.n.], 

2004. 

L/H 

Rrq974.789 

U72s  

2000 

Also in HIS 

Urbanic, Kathleen. Shoulder to Shoulder: Polish Americans in Rochester, New York, 

1890-2000. [Rochester, N.Y.]: K. Urbanic, c1991. 

 

Biographies 
L/H 

Rrq974.789 

C377c 

Cavallaro, Richard F. My Sicilian Legacy: The Struggles and Joys of Three 

Generations. Bloomington, IN: AuthorHouse, 2008. 

L/H 

Rr929.2089 

F723o 

Form, William H. On the Shoulders of Immigrants: A Family Portrait. Columbus, 

Ohio: North Star Press, c1999. 

L/H 

Rr974.789 

M2772mm 

1989 

Mangione, Jerre G. Mount Allegro: A Memoir of Italian American Life. New York: 

Columbia University Press, 1981. 

L/H 

Rr974.789 

M389m 

Maruggi, Edward A. Mushrooms, Sausage, and Wine: Life With an Immigrant Father. 

Pittsford, NY: Winston Publishing, c1997. 

L/H 

Rrq929.2097 

V235f 

Vanderlinde, Raymond E. A Family History of Our Sixteen Early Immigrant Lines Into 

Western New York. Catonsville, MD: R. E. Vanderlinde, 2002. [Includes family lines 

for Chadwick/Staples, Mosher/Wiltsie, Rowell, Seeley/Lyon, Stout/Morford, Woolsey, 

Squier/Dean, Coleman/Rine, Wilkie and Shoemaker.] 
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General 

L/H 

Gr929.374 

A549gr 

Anderson, Robert C. The Great Migration: Immigrants to New England, 1634-1635. 

Boston: Great Migration Study Project, New England Historic Genealogical Society, 

1999- < 2003 >. 

L/H 

Grq929.374 

G786g 

Anderson, Robert C., ed. Great Migration Newsletter: Volumes 1 through 5 (1990-

1994). Boston, MA: New England Historic Genealogical Society, c1998. 

L/H 

Gr929.374 

A549g 

Anderson, Robert C. The Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to New England, 1620-

1633. Boston: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 1995-. 

L/H 

Gr929.3089 

B959e v. 1 

Burkett, Brigitte. Emigrants from Baden and Württemberg in the Eighteenth Century. 

Camden, Me.: Picton Press, c1996-. 

L/H 

Gr973.0042 

C688c 

Coldham, Peter W. The Complete Book of Emigrants. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. 

Co., 1987- < c1993 >. 

L/H 

Gr929.3089 

D635o 

Dobson, David. The Original Scots Colonists of Early America, 1612-1783. Baltimore, 

Md.: Genealogical Pub. Co., c1989. 

BUS-ST 

325.242  

G958g 

Guillet, Edwin C. The Great Migration; The Atlantic Crossing by Sailing-Ship since 

1770. Toronto, New York, T. Nelson and Sons, 1937. 

HIS 

973.04  

K19g 

Katz, William L. The Great Migrations, 1880s-1912. Austin, Tex.: Raintree Steck-

Vaughn, c1993. 

L/H 

Gr973.0491 

M369u 1977 

Marshall, William F. Ulster Sails West: The Story of the Great Emigration from Ulster 

to North America in the 18th Century. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1977. 

HIS 

974.7004  

O89b 

Otterness, Philip. Becoming German: The 1709 Palatine Migration to New York. 

Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2004. 

 

MICROFILM 

L/H 

Microfilm 

Gr929.3747 

M278m 

Hamilton, Tracee, and Claire Prechtell-Kluskens. Manifests of Alien Arrivals at 

Buffalo, Lewiston, Niagara Falls, and Rochester, New York, 1902-1954. Washington: 

National Archives and Records Administration, 2000. 

L/H 

Grq929.3747 

M278m 

GUIDE 

See also: Guide to Manifests of Alien Arrivals at Buffalo, Lewiston, Niagara Falls, and 

Rochester, New York, 1902-1954. 
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NEWSPAPERS 

L/H 

Lower 

Stacks/L16 

Conexion. Rochester, N.Y.: ConXion Media. (Nov. 2003 (Premier ed.)-Jan. 2004; Feb. 

2007; Jan. 2008-Oct. 2008) 

L/H 

Microfilm 

Rf296 

R6761r 

Jewish Tidings. Rochester, N.Y.: Brickner & Wiley, 1887-. (1887-1893) 

L/H 

Microfilm 

La Stampa Unita di Rochester. Rochester, N.Y.: Rochester Alliance Press. (1920-

1940). Previously Stampa Unita di Rochester; continued as Tribuna di Rochester. 

L/H 

Lower 

Stacks/L16 

La Voz. Rochester, N.Y.: D. McCleary. (2008-) 

L/H 

Microfilm 

Rochester Taglicher Beobachter. (1871-1883) 

L/H 

Microfilm 

Beobachter am Genesee. Rochester, N.Y.: Chas. Haass. (1858-1859) 

L/H 

Microfilm 

Rochester Beobachter. Rochester, N.Y. (1864-1870) 

L/H 

Microfilm 

Deutscher Wochenspiegel; continued as Rochester Abenpost. (1906-1966). 

 

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES  

Clipping File 

RVF  Immigration 

RVF Clubs  Ethnic 

 

PAMPHLETS 

RVF2 Immigrants  General 

RVF2 Immigrants  Polish 

RVF2 Ethnic Groups 

 

PERIODICALS 
 

L/H-IS English and Citizenship News. Rochester, N.Y.: [s.n.]. (1922-1930) 

 

L/H 

Rr071  

C7342c 

The Common-Good of Civic and Social Rochester. Rochester, N.Y.: E.A. Rumball.  
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Note:  Rochester History is available both in the Local History Division’s public area and 

online at http://www3.libraryweb.org/lh.aspx?id=950. There are numerous citations in the Index 

to Rochester History under Immigrants; Immigration; Migration; and Pioneers.  

Rochester History (vol. 25, no. 3, 1963). “Rochester’s Ethnic Transformations.” Also available online: 
http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v25_1963/v25i3.pdf 

Rochester History (vol. 22, no. 4, 1960). “The Italians of Rochester: An Historical Overview.” Also 

available online: http://www.rochester.lib.ny.us/~rochhist/v22_1960/v22i4.pdf 

Rochester History (vol. 20, no. 4, 1958). “Germans in Rochester: Their Traditions and Contributions.” 

Also available online: http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v20_1958/v20i1.pdf 

Rochester History (vol. 19, no. 4, 1957). “The Irish in Rochester: An Historical Retrospect.” Also 

available online: http://www.rochester.lib.ny.us/~rochhist/v19_1957/v19i4.pdf 

Rochester History (vol. 57, no. 2, 1995). “Seeking Prosperity: A Brief History of Rochester’s Polish 

American Community.” Also available online: 

http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v57_1995/v57i2.pdf 

The Rochester Historical Society Publication Fund Series (available in the Local History Division) has 

several articles on Rochester immigrant populations. Check the Rochester Historical Society Publication 

Fund Series indexes for more articles. 

Ramaker, Albert J. “Contributions of the German People to the Life and Progress of Rochester,” pp. 

175-191, Vol. VIII (1929). 

Lanni, Clement G. “The History of the Italians of Rochester from 1876 to 1926,” pp. 183-199, Vol. 

VI (1927). 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Rochester Images website: http://www3.libraryweb.org/lh.aspx?id=927. Search for “Immigrants,” “Ethnic,” 

and specific ethnicities and cultural groups to find images. 

                                                           

SUBJECT HEADINGS 

Subject headings to try when searching:  

 

Emigration and immigration − New York (State) – Rochester 

Rochester (N.Y.) − Emigration and immigration 

Minorities − New York (State) – Rochester 

Aliens − New York (State) − Rochester 

Immigrants − New York (State) – Rochester 

Americanization − New York (State) − Rochester 

Italians − New York (State) – Rochester 

Germans − New York (State) – Rochester 

Irish − New York (State) – Rochester 

Polish people − New York (State) – Rochester 

http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v25_1963/v25i3.pdf
http://www.rochester.lib.ny.us/~rochhist/v22_1960/v22i4.pdf
http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v20_1958/v20i1.pdf
http://www.rochester.lib.ny.us/~rochhist/v19_1957/v19i4.pdf
http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v57_1995/v57i2.pdf
http://www3.libraryweb.org/lh.aspx?id=927

