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THE BAD FIGHT

hen Al Gore finally conced-

ed, he was showered with

hosannas by the media for

his “statesmanlike,” even

“slegant” withdrawal speech. This wonld

have been true if it had come 38 days ear-

lier. But coming.when it did—after he

bad opened Pandora’s Box.and let out

Jesse Jackson, Bob Beckel, Connie

Roberts, the Broward County canvassing

board, the Florida Supreme Court and all

the other monstrosities of the post-elec-

tion nightmare—Gore’s statement was a

cynical attempt to sprinkle perfume over
the smell of vomit.

One truth should not be lost in

false calm following this storm, a time

when the realities we have witnessed are

submerped in the smarmy praise lavished~:

on the Vice President for finally accept-
ing the inevitable., There was nothing
noble about Gore’s concession because
there was nothing noble in his post elec-
tien fight to seize the Presidency. No
principle about the popular will was
affirmed in Fiorida. No vision of America
was served. No higher truth about
democracy was honored.

Despite the talk about “the will of the people” and -
“counting every vote,” what took place in Florida was Al
Gore’s personal pathology played out in an ambignous post-
electoral context. Pundits talked ominousiy about the possi-
bilities of the Republicans and Democrats exercising “nuclear
options” in their respective struggles to win, and then thanked
our lucky stars that such a thing didn’t occur. But in fact Gore

for the Presidency like a rat in heat,

employing any stratagem, no matter how
despicable, in the quest for victory. (Any
post mortern of Decision 2000 must look
back beyond what happened aftér
November 7 and remember the terroriz-
ing telephone messages beamed into the
homes of seniors, and the nauvseating
James Byrd ad run by Gore’s lackeys in
the NAACP.) And his post election cam-
paign was equally desperate, On the
night of November 7, he unleashed, the
dogs of war. Some of them still run wild
in the streets. John Lewis, in an absurd
analogy that debases the entire history of
the civil rights movement, compares
Florida to Selma. Jesse Jackson, shake-
down artist par excellence who showed in

PLEASE SEEK HELP.

[« Elowda:-that there is fio light-between him
and Al Sharpton and Louis Farrakhan,
raved incoherently about Bush’s “Nazi
tactics.”

In America today, only black dem-
agogues could get away with this sort of
thing, And only Gore and the other over-

-seers of the liberal plantation would act

as their facilitators. What the post elec-

tlonshowed beyond doubt was that howsver much he tried to

pursued a scorched earth policy from the beginning. HFe ran

women hold that, view than men,”
Clift and Tom Brazaitis write in their new
book, Madam President: Shatiering the Last
Glass Ceiling, “

Some of the most ardenl feminists are the most

female president, and more

Eleanor

pessimistie,” they continve, The authors joke darkly
that when the first woman president stands on stage to
be sworn in, her hand on a Bible held by her husband,
her mother will nudge the person seated beside her in
the audience and declare, “You sec thal woman uvp
there? Her brother js o doctor.’™

Right oni

The single-most embarrassing moment of mod-
ern political history—putting aside, for a moment, the
entire Clinton presidency—was the parade of liberal
femule senators and congresswomen on Wednesday

c{;g_tgnce himself from Biil Clinton and that doilop of semen
on thie blue Gap dress, Al Gore is Clinton's authentic politi-
cal heir. In his eight years as president, Clinton dividled the
_nation, sullied the White House and diminished the anthority
of the Oval Office, And in his reckless attempt o stage a
post-election coup, Gore continued Clinton’s assault on
American institutions.

Continued on page 4

WHAT D0 WOMEN WANT IN PoriTics?

BARBIE FOR PRESIDENT

by Kathryn Jean Lopez

C ‘ ne in ten Americans thinks the
United States will never elect a

night of the Democratic convention this summer led by
California senator Diune Feinstein from the stage, mov-
ing from woman Lo woman.

‘We are womnern and people were stupid enough
to elect us. Hear us roar,

If it were just the Democrats with these kinds of

. silly estrogen displays, it wonldn’t be so bumiliating to

be female. Butit's not. The GOP has more than its share
of ridiculons gender politics. Besides the tendency to
sign onte bad legislalion for the sake of women, they,
too, froi out thelr women just as well as Lhe Dems do.
Consider, for instance, pro-abortlion congresswoman
Jennifer Dunn, one of the few members of the Flouse
leadership allowed on stage (the other being I,C, Walis)
at the July Republican convention,

Thank goodness, in that spirit, that George W.
Bush wasnt a weman whe won the Republican nomi-
nation for president, The main catalyst for the thought,
a Lifetime/Prudential fribute to Elizabeth Hanford
Dole that came in the form of a luncheon during the

Conlinued on page &
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AD HOMINEM, AD NAUSEAM

Regarding the letter in  your
Sceptember/October 2000 issue from Mr Steve
Heimoff: T find it hugely amusing that a
Democrat would have the gall to complain about
ad hominem atlacks from anyone. As the saying
goes, people who live in glass houses should not
throw rocks, In his letter, he insinuates that the
conservative women he cites have some kind of
“psychopathological” and “disturbed and dis-
turbing” problem where Mrs. Clinton is con-
cerned, that they are “harpies” who are “jealous”
and “catty” with their “tired screeds,” ete, ad
nauseam. And lel us not forgel that geod, old
Democrat standby, “haters.” These people
“hate” Biil and Hillary. “Do you want to talk
about hate? Ad hominem attacks? The
liberal/left in general and the Democrats in par-
ticular are masters of hate, character assassina-
tion and ad hominem attacks on whoever dares
te oppose them. For as long as [ have observed
the polilical scene in this country, T have seen
Democrats, and with the help of their surrogates
in the media, call anyone who disagrecd with
them, “bigots,” “racists,” “sexists,” “homo-
phobes™ (if ever ane needs a good laugh, parse
this word inte it’s component Latin parts and see
what you get}, “murderers,” “morons,” “idlots,”
“fascists.” The list is well-nigh endless, And char-
acter assassination? Righi now we see an excel-
lent example of Democratic character assassina-
tion in the case of Florida governor jeb Bush and
Florida Secretary of State Katherine Harris. The
Democrats have spread rumor, which has been
picked up by the news medja (what a shock!) that
the reason Harris certified the George W. Bush
electoral viclory was because Jeb Bush and
Harris are having an affair. Never mind that what
Secretary Harris and Governor Bush did was
mandated by state and Federal law, and that
there is not the slightest evidence that they are or
have had an Inappropriate relationship, The
Democrats said it, therefere it must be true, Oh,
and let’s not forget the Demoacrat charges that
Mrs. Harris is a “hag,” a “crook,” “wears too
much makeup,” and is a “partisan puppet.” I
would invile Mi. Heimoff to show which of part
of this is not an ad hominem attack or character
assassination, .

And this Is just ene example, The list of
people whose lives and reputations have been
ruined by the Democrats over the years is long
and distinguished. Not that any of them did any-
thing wrong; they just dared tc oppose the Party
in one way or another, The sad fact is that had
Bill and Hillary Clinton been Republicans, and
had been accused of even half the things lhat
have come out about them and their administra-
tien, the Democrats would have seen o it that
they boih were removed from office if not sent to
prisen. They were very wise in their choice of
Attorney General Janet Reno, else that might
have happened anyway. - '

When it comes to the “polities of person-
al destruction™ and pure, raw hatred, the
Demaocrats wrote the book. For Mr, Heimoff or

anyone else of his party to complain about sup-

posed personal attacks is the height of hypocrisy.
Or to quote a line from our not-so-distant politi-
cal history, “Have you no shame?”

Kenneth P. Myers
Cypress, TX

Editor
David Horowitz

Literary
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COMMUNIGUES

GORISMS

It was disheartening to see that
Heterodoxy fell for an insernet fake quotes hoax
{(“Gotisms,” Sept-Oct 2000), The things you
attribute to Gore were nearly all actually said by
Dan Quayle. While Gore has indeed made some
dumb statements, T don't believe he said even
one of those you featured,

John George
Chlahoma

Debra Saunders’ piece about Al Gore in
your last issue was excellent. This is a strange man
with strange politics, He made Americans uncom-
fortable not because he was “robotic” and not
even because he couldn’t tell the truth, He made
them uncemfortable because he seems so unsure
about himself. We hear a lot about “self inven-
tion.” It is something everyone does—making
youtself up as you go. But for most of us it pro-
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ceeds from a solid cote of character which is elab-
orated upon, With Gore, one senses that his inven-
tion takes place because he is uncertain about who
he is, Instead of a solid core, there is a hole in the
center of his being, We are lucky to be free of him.
The only danger is thal now—as Saunders points
cutin her excellent baok The World According to
Gore—he'll do what he did the last time losing an
clection (the presidential primaries of 1988) threw
him Inte a “midiife crisis”; write 2 book.

Newsom Pace
Elka, NV

Saunders has Gore down. As peopie on
the street might say, “He wack!” Bverything is all
calenlated, He decides to change his mind on some-
thing like abortion, and he got it all set up because
he’ been making these loopholes for himself for 15
years. That's bizarrel Some young politician sitting
there writing these stagey letters filled with legalese
to his constituents about how much he supports the
tight to life bul inserting all these loopliole sen-
tences so in case the climate changes (which it did
with Roe v. Wade) he can always say that he was
actually only reluctantly against abertion and that
in fact he actually sorta believed in it when he did-
n't even believe in it. That makes “depends on what
you mean by ‘is’ look like baby taik,

Blair Ericeson
" Via internet

AFRICAN AMERICANS AND BLACKS

About David Horowitz’s use of the term
“African American.” All black people do not
subscribe to the term “African-American.” I
delest the term because T feel that it is a continu-
ation of divisiveness that exists in America.
Unlortunately people were brought to this coun-
try hundreds of years ago from Africa against
their wills and enslaved. This terribie tragedy
that should not be forgotten by mankind, but I do
not think sheuld be kept on the front burner, The
key question is, who decided thal' the term
“African-American” should be used and by what
authority did the term come into usage? Are we
placating the poverty and racial pimps? It seems
to me that insisting upon using the term helps (o
continue separating Americans along raclal lines,
The Civil Rights marches' and the people who
gave their lives, such as Michael Schwerner,
Tames Chaney, Andrew Goodman, Vidla Liuzzo,
the four young school girls in Birmingham and
many, many more, ‘for inclusivity and change
marched and died in vain, if we are going back to
the sume segregated format we had in the past.
We seem to have become so consumed with race
and ethnicity that i1 is almost impossible to tack-
le problems that harm all Americans like teenage
pregnancy, drugs, welfare abuse, the decaving
conditions in our public schools and crime in gen-
oral, Rather than be-labeled a racist or a traitor
lo one’s race we skirt ‘over the problems and
vome about a solution. Why can’t we stop being
something-American and get on about the busi-
ness of continuing to enhance this great country
made up of many diverse ethnic groups who
should be, in the end, Americans. :

Lewis H, Hammond
Louisville, KY
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REDUCTIO AD ABSURDUM

THINGS TO REMEMBER ABOUT FLORIDA
IN THE FUTURE I: Bush would not have won if
the Supreme Court had allowed the recount to con-
linue, Democratic stralegists, too clever by half,
had not only cherrypicked the (hree countries most
favorable to their cause in calling for the recount,
They had also counted all the heavily Democratic
precincts first in Miami-Dade. The precincts left
were Republican, which is why Bush had picked up
an estimated 48 votes there in the first day’s count-
ing of approximately 4000 voles. More Bush
precincle—including  the Cuban  American
precincis—were yet to come In Miami-Dade. By
the estimate of the Miami Herald on the

margin in every poll taken the American people
(and the people of Florida) do not. A Florida Civil
Rights Initiative on the 2000 ballot in Florida would
have helped George Bush even {f he had remained
bewildered and inarticulate on the issue of race
preferences,

THE HORRORS AT POOH CORNER: “Winnie
the Pooh and his friends belong in a child davélop-
ment clinie, according to doctors in Capnada,”
reports the British news sile Ananova.com, “A
group of developmental pediatricians say that Pooh
Is obsessive-compulsive, Eeyore is chronically

taken while he and his brother fired puns at 2 shoot-
ing range, under the supervision of their aunt, a cer-
tified police weapons instructor, According to the
boy’s family, a substitute teacher saw the pictures
lying in young Vincent’s bookbag and confiscated
them. Laler, when Vincent returned from lunch, he
was swnmened to the Principal’s office, where a
school nurse interrogated him about the pictures.
According to the Olivarez family, the Principal’s
secretary then called Vincent’s mother, Anita, and
told her that her son had “extremely disturbing and
offensive photographs.” The secretary refused,
however, to divulge what sort of pictures they were.
She simpiy told Anita to show up at (he

weekend the count was halted by the
U8, Supreme Court, Bush would have
gained between 40 and 128 voles in the

LUNA BEACH &y Carl Moore

stalewide recount ordered by the

Florida Supremes. The reasen the Bush L HAD SEMEN GV 4 o ﬁlﬁéfgﬁﬁ
forces wanted to halt this process was BLUE DRESS AMD PROSF:

not that they could nei win, It was STUL 40K AL, A MEDIOCRE

rather thal the process was rancid from
the onset, ralsing serious constitutional
issues as seven of the Supreme Court
Justices acknowledged.

THINGS TO REMEMBER ABOUT
FLORIDA IN THE FUTURE IL: In
scraping people up off whalever surface
they could find so that “every vole
ceunts,” the Democrats did not neplect
one of iheir prime constituencies;
felons. Several thousand Florida felons

school at 2:30 pm for a meeting. The
boy’s mother said she could come at 5
pm. At that, the Principals secretary
threatened that she was going to call the
police 10 question the boy about the
photographs, and that he would face
suspension. Angrily, Anita Qlivarez said
she was coming immediately o pick up
her son and that no one was to speak
wilh him, Officials of the Los Angeles
Unified School District later overruled
the school, and decided not to suspend
Vincent. The pictures have now been
mailed back 1o Vincent’s home, Still, for
Vincent and his family, the situation is
hardly resolved. The fourth-grader
remains frightened by the way school
officials behave towards him, and his
family now is weighing the feasibility of

voted illegally Nov. 7, according to the
Migmi Herald. This fact came to light
after the paper investigated ballots in
only 12 of the state’s 67 countics and
found 447 such felonious votes. The vast
majorily of these votes by felons, nearly
5%, werc cast by registered
Demoerats. The felons included 62 rob-
bers, 56 drug dealers, 45 killers, 16
rapists and seven kidnappers. “There
are a ton of us out there,” William
Herman, 37, sentenced to five years in
prisort in 1989 for negligen: homicide
with a motor vehicle told the Herald. “It
shouldn't be hat way, but when they

transferring him (o another school, The
“7ero tolerance” approach has swept
the natien, in response 1o America’s
increasingly lawless public schools.

NOT ON CNN: On December 5, 2000,
the Australian press reporled that
Muslims had slaughiered 93 Christians
the previous week on a smail island of
Lthe Moluccas chain for refusing to con-
veil to Islam, “The forced Istamizalion
of Christians in Kasiu{ Island hag been
continuing since last weck and by
Saturday, a total of 93 people have been

killed for refusing to convert into Tslam,”

give you a voter registration card, hey,
what are you supposed to do?” The
Gore forces were running a criminal operation—lit-
erally as well as figuratlvely.

THINGS TO REMEMBER ABOUT Fi,ORIDA
IN THE FUTURE HT: In the undeclared war—a
continuation of the one begun in their “war room™
in 1992—the Democrats will wage in the next few
years, one of the chicf targets will be Jeb Bush, And
targeting him with particular zeal with be Florida
blacks, who have already, under the prompting of
their unprincipled leadess, begun referring to him
as "Jeb Crow.” This onslaught will be ferocious and
despicable, as one can el from the skirmishing that
ocorred [rom the day after the election onwards.
But to some degree, the Flarida governor has him-

self to blame, Last [all, when Ward Connerly was~

trying Lo get a Florida Civil Rights Initiative ban-
ning tace preferences based on California’s
Propositiion 209 on the Florida ballot for
November 2000, Jeb Bush opposed and indeed sub-
verted him in every way Finally in somiething
approaching an act of desperation, Jeb launched his
One Florida plan to preempt Conperly and coopt
the overwhelming anti-affirmative acticn sentiment
in the stale. The One Flarida plan exposed the soft
underside of compasslonate conservatisn, Tt was
t00 tepid actually to deal with the injustices of Tace
prelerences, yet in its ineffeotual attempt 10 grapple
with Lhe issuc, it cutraged black leaders—who wers
indeed wailing for an occasion to become outraged
after playing disingenuously at a honeymoon with
Jeb—and led them to launch a hydrophobic attack
on the entire Bush family, Jeb would have been bet-
ter off gelling oul of the way and lelting Ward
Connerly run his campaign and posing in stark
lerms a Juslice issue—-tice preferences—that (he
Bush brothers may have trouble with but by a wide

depressed, Yiglet needs médicatifin,. Roa is a juve-
nile delinquent in-the-making, and Chtistophor
Robin (cruelest cut of all) has pender issues, The
claims come after the team, led by Dr Sarah Shea,
studied the classic tales of AA Milne. ‘Sadly, the
forest is not, in fact, a place of enchantment, but
rather one of disenchantment, whete nenrotevel-
opmental and psychosacial problems go unrecog-
nized and untreated,’ the pediatricians sajd in the
Christmas issue of the Canadian Medical
Association Journal. Pooh is even in danger of
developing Tourette’s Syndrome because he suffers
from an attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and
an absessive compulsive disorder. The shrinks also
fear Christopher Robin may be 1o blame for Pooh
being & Bear of Very Little Brain, saying he may
suffer from ‘Shaken Bear Syndrome’ because of
yvears of Christopher dragging Pooh down the stairs
on the back of his head, However, they suggest that,
with low-dose stimulation medication, Pook may
lead o better life. Piglet needs anti-panic drugs
while Eeyore' could do with a dese of St. Johns
wort as he suffers both from chronic depression and
the inability to enjoy life. The future, however,
looks bleak for Roo: 'We predict we will someday
see a delinguent, jaded, adolescen) Roo hanging
out late at night at the top of the forest, the ground
littered with broken bottles of extract of mell and
the bults of smoked thistles.” A put on? In the era
of dimpled chads, who knows?

KIDS WITH GUNS: “Weapons incidents” have
become more commen in schools than phonetics
instruction. One incident late in November al
Telfaiv Elementary School in the San Fernando
Valley of Southern Chlifornia involved nine-year-
old Vincent Ofivarez, The boy brought snapshots

said Sammy Weileruni, a lawyer with the
Maranatha Christian Center in Ambon,
the Moluccas capital, Weileruni said a man who
escaped from Kasiui on a boat arrived fn Ambon
today and had given him the information. Kasiui is
4 small island in ihe Watubela Island group east of
Ambon Island. The nan, a teacher, told him that
when he left on Saturday, 763 other Christians, fear-
ing for their lives, had accepted 1o convert to Islam.

WEIRD AL: No cther contemporary pulitician has
ever given off weirder energy than Al Gora. Above
all others, he has tried to caleulate his effects,
Above all others, his -effects have boomeranged,
Last spring, when he was trying desperately to be
an aipha male, he launched what can only be called
a sexual offensive. He sent the hapless Tipper, still
looking a little tranked after all those years, 1o the
Today Show o suggest that he was good In bed,
Soon after, when he had dispatched Bill Bradley by
making good on his threat to “rip his lungs out,”
Gore showed up at a party wearing tighter. jeans
than Brocke Shields-thal revealed his “bulge,” He
revealed it again on the cover of Rofling Store. No
big thing, you might say, True, but the Gore version
of sexual politics shows us how lucky we were (o
have a Supreme Court tha; knew when to say no,

WEIRD FACT: The Florida “recount” went on
longer than the entire ‘presidency of Willlam Henry
Harrison. In 1841, president Harmison gave the
longest inaugural address In' history on the chilliest
day of the year. He caught pneumonia and died a
month later, As Mark Steyn notes in the National
Post, “Had he had Al Gores lawyezs, no doubt he
could have found some obliging county conrt | udge
te keep him in office, propped up at his e
desk, pencing a second, third, fourih, fifth i
opinion.™ . )




PAGE 4

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2000

Gore, Continued from page 1 -

‘We must not lose the history of
what actually happened in Florida. By
dispatching—within hours of the closing
of the polls—a small army of political
operatives to Florida to subvert the
results, Gore threw the nation into elec-
toral chaos and unleashed an unprece-
dented effort to delegitimize the process
by which Americans elect their presi-
dent. His post election campaign was far
better organized than the one that had
lost him the election on November 7.
First there was the calculated effort to

“inflame’ the- hatidt “over fe*dbwringsd
mous “butterfly™- ballot ({gferiio be
deemed lawful by Flerida™ courts,)
Blacks and Jews perhaps had voted for
Pat Buchanan! Gore operatjves’ cries of
cutrage found willing megaphones in
individuals such as “filmimaker” Michael
Moore who, in one -of the acts of- true
moral imbecility of the post election
furor, moaned about victimis of the
Holocaust being forced, apparently
because of a sinister plot by Paim Beach
Democrat elaction officials, to vote for a
Holocaust denier.

After he had waved the bloody
shirt of “disfranchisement™ and gotten
the nation’s attention, Gore allowed the
butterfly ballot to sink into the oblivion
from which it should never Wave beén
raised. Gore (who was, we were repeat-
edly assured, in control of every detail,

making dozens of calls a day and spam-

ming his minions with email) then
moved on to the real prize—the “undeér-
count” ' in the *three most

- Refeliakd. It Was diily becanse of the Sk

- leader of the free world. And this is what
_+Al Gare tried to do. The assault on the
'_"truth “that had Begun with the Derridegy +indoming votes into believing—falseiy—-

‘vapors of the postmodern university atid

“heavily

Democratic counties in the state, This

" A s a result of Gores disgraceful
led to the weeks:long intifada of legal ' campaign in Florida, the maost

sophistries, after-the-fact rule changes basic institutions of bur govern-
and  dimpled  ballot absurdities. ment have been called into quéstion,
Regiments of the vice president’s opera- and the legitimacy and authority of the
tives invaded heavily controlled peit presidéncy will be profoundly sub-

Demecratic enclaves and forced election
bureaucrats to start counting anything'hw
sight that reseinbled a vote, making a
mockery of the American system. 'In
doing so, they turned the fate of zn
entire nation over to the chicaneries of
Chicago- sty]é political ward like the one
presided over for half a lifetime by Gove
efiimjfaign cHief -William Daley's father

verted, The election process has been
consiructed in such a way—surprisel—
as to reveal naked power relationships.
How will public reverénce, let alone
regpect, for elections be restored? What
Al Gore has accomphshed in a few short
weeks is the impeachment not only of
thé integrity of local precmcts but of the
entire maghinery of AQ}Z jean e]cgfmﬁ’ N
Not jdst for now, Bl THe the for SEat
able future.

To fully appreciate the sewer of
cyﬁlmsm inte which Gore has plunged a
stupefied nation, one has only to look to
thie systematic eftort by his legal meob to
deprive overseas rml:tary personnel of
their votes. These were not rogue raids
ifito the enemy camp, any more than the
bbgus efforl to toss out votes in
Seminole County, but a'calculated effort
by the campaign itself, Gore lawyers
fanned out across the Florida counties
and descended on the precincis where
thé ‘military votes were being recéived.
Atined with a fegal mefno circulated by
Team Gore, they set about brgwbeating
ordmary citizens attemptmg to count the

denend “surprising resistance -of
Repubhcan rank and filers that the son
was not able to perform an homage to
the old man by stealinig another election
40 yedrs after the fact,” i3t

© It was only two years ago, in
Miamis Dade County-—the iargest fish
pond for the clusive votes in ‘this dis-
graceful endeavor—that ~authoritigs
removed an elected Deamocralic mayor
because the cobnty’s Demeccratic
machine had elected him with the votes
of the dead. But rigging & mayoral elec-
tion Is nowhere néar as cynical as trying
to change the outcome of votes for the

that the law disallowed military ballots
without postmarks. .

By the time the dust partially set-:
tled; the Gore team had managed to.get
1,527 of 3,733 averseas absentes ballots’
thrownr.into the trash. That was about 50

spread into, the Clinton White House
(“depends on what you mean by ‘is'™)
had now been injected into the etectm al
system 1tse1f depends on what you mean
by ‘a vote.”
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percent, However, in the handful of
Democrat-controlied counties, which
Gore had targeted for his plans to over-
turn the national election, the percent-
age of disallowed absentees was astro-

nomical. In Democrat-run Broward
County, Gore’s crew was able to get 304
overseas ballots rejected out of a total of
396 Cast,

Gore apparently * thought he
could da this in the dark. Once the mili-
tary ballots became the subject of public
outrage, he tried to avoid a potential
public relations nightmare by sending
out Joe Liebermen to further debage

-bimself by wi#ingrhis hasdy over:the

equivalent of “no controlling lggal
atrthority,” Interviewing Licberman. on

NBC's Meet The Press Sunday,” Tim -

Russert asked, “Will you today, as a rep-
resentative of the Gore campaign, ask
every county to re-look at those ballots
that came from armed services people
and waive any so-called irregularities or

technicalities which would disqualify -

them?” Lieberman replied: “I don't
know that I have that authority. I don*t
believe I do legally or in any other way.”

Meanwhile, Democrats like Sen.

Bob Kerrey, a military hero trotted out

by Gare to defend the  indefensible,

explained that, of course, Democrats did
not approve of the disenfranchising of
military personnel. When it was pointed
out by MSNBC’s Chris Matthews that

they had done just that, Kerrey replied: -

“Ihaven’t accused Republicans of being
anti-Semitic or anti-African American,”
thus back-handedly accusing
Republicans of being anti-Semitic and
anti-black because of the butterfly bal-
lot, ' .

This was not a rogue statement by
Kerrey. Racial McCarthyism, it could be
said, was the most potent theme of Al

Gore's Florida electoral suecess story. -
=Dt the, campdign,.millions of dollars. ..
*.worth-of Democratic ads painted George

*W. Bush:as a supporter of ‘raecizl lynch -

mebs-—personally- responsible for a
series of Jegal lynchings. of convicted
black prisoners. It was Willie Horton in
reverse, and the success of this reprehen-
sible campaign could be measured by the
65 percent increase in the black vote in
Florida over the previous presidential

election, with an- otherwise inexplicable.

93 percent of that vote going to Gore.

It was a fitting climax to a cam-
paign that had begun half a year carlier
with Gore’s embrace of Al Sharpton and
his insinuation .that. left-leaning former
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Sen. Bill Bradley was a closet racist, It
was almost anticlimactic when Gare, in
an act of political and racial nihilism,
depleyed the nation’s racial arsonist in
chief, Jesse Jackson, to proclaim: “Once
again, sons and daughters of slavery and
Holoczust survivors are bound together
with a shared agenda, bound by their
hopes and their fears about national
public policy:” The.subtext was far from
subtle; Bush Republicans are crypto-
slave drivers and Nazis, ‘The election
must be won—Dby any means necessary.
This is. Al Gore's legacy—not the
sonorous words of cencession summon-

idg-up "Fhliitas:Jeffersoit‘and Abrahamsi= -
*" Lincoln. This-is the rancor

weiwill now
have to.live with. - o

In the aftermath of this speech, -
which one can only hope will be the last
Gore will ever give on the presideéntial
stage, many commentators-noted opti-
mistically that in America we achieve
even our most difficult electoral transi-
tions without the involvement of armies.
This is true. But if the tale is told hon-
estly, 2000 will be remembered as the
election: in. which the Gore forces
deployed the moral equivalent of tanks
in the streets.and almost won,

. - —The Editors
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Barbfe for President, Continued from page 1

Republican conventlon In Philadelghia. They
applauded Mzs. Dole for her (failed) campaign for
the GOP presidential nomination,

Prudential, Lifetime, Rep. Jennifer Dunn,
and otherwise sensible Oklahoma Pirst Lady
Cathy Keating all applauded Mrs, Dole for her
"“courage"—over and cver and over again. Since
courage implies some sort of adversity, C-SPAN
viewers were left to wonder: Besides being mai-
ried to Bob Dole, what great obstacle did Mus.
Dole overcome?

Well, of course, it's that she is a woman.
Her primary campaign was a good thing for
American’politics and for women in gener-
al, simply, because she is a woman, Period,
And, her obstacle-—the reason she couldn’t
make it much past the New Harmpshire pri-
mary-—is being a woman, Hence the
Lifetime video and nauseating praise.

In Madam President, Clift and
Brazailis observe that “the common per-
ceplion is thal all [women] are” liberals.
Well, of course that is the perception. Why
shouldn’t it be? The ones in power—
including many of the Republicans—don't
emanate anything else.

To play stupid in a game of sex pol-
itics isn't.a new tendency for the GOP
Remember Susan Molinari, star of the
GOP, the keynote speaker at the 1996
Houston convention? Whining about older,
uptight members of Congress having diffi-
culty embracing playpens in the halls of
Congress, and, occaslonally on the floor,
Molinari writes in her 1998 memoir
Representative Mom:

The disapprovers weren'’t confined
lo the HMouse of Representatives, In
fact, T remember their faces most clear-
Iy from a hearing that Pat Schroeder
anc I arranged just afler the 1996 elec;
lion. We had run intc each other in the
bathroom al the Glamour magazine
Women of the Year awards at the
Sherry-Metherland Hotel in New York. I
was being honored that year, while both
she and Connie Morella, who was with
her, were past honorees, The problem of
sexual abuse among fernale recruits at the
Aberdeen Proving Ground had just hit
the press, and I mentioned it in passing as
we were combing our halr and adjusting
our pantyhose.

“We should do something, Pat, at
least hold a hearing,” I supgested. Pat was
one step ahead of me. Since her contacts
in the Clinton administration were vastly
superior to mine, she'd already been on
the phone . with officials of the
Department of Defense. Since my power
a5 a member of the leadership in the
House was greater than hers, 1 offered to
facilitate 4 congressional response. It was
an almost perfect moment. There we
weré, female members of Congress at an
event celebraung women, figuring out
how to use our power:io help women in
trouble, - s .

Maybe it's not fair'lo pick on Malinarl.
Besides, at least she eventually gave up bringing
her daughter to Congress (and putting her in tie
dreary House daycare center, where the poor little
girl, Susan Ruby, had Lo wear earplugs to prevent
ear infections). Bul even if she had wanted to,
Molinari probably couldn’t have helped herself.
She had a problem. Its the same problem
Elizabeth Dole has and it’s the same problem any
woman who wants to make il big time In politics
has; the woman problen.

The woman probiem is the fact that any
woman who runs for office is viewed—by herself
and everyone else—piimarily as a woman. On the
surface, thal scems only natural, How can she not
be? But being a woman is commonly and increas-
ingly regarded as an ideolegy. The female candi-
dale’s policies are reparded ay unquestionably
what js best for women and children because she is

the former and has (we don't yet check with her

gynecologist on this) the biological ability to givé
birth-to the latter. So she, as an ideological
womaneaters to a $pecific audience: women. And
men likewise bend over backward 0 address
women as one solid constitvency.

One of the few smar{ books about women
in polities, Laura Ingraham's The Hillary Trap,
goes into this phenomenon at length, Her trap
the pandering—-is “the puhtlcal ‘equivalent of a
cheap pickup line,” she writes. It's a politics thiit
whings about wage gaps while ignoring excessive
regu]n(ron that strangles female (as well as midle)
entrepreneurs And its a politics that ircnicaily
undermines everything feminism purports to fidve

done for women by packaging (them as victimis in
need of special government protections, The
Hillary Trap, best exemplified by the Senate can-

. didacy of Hillary Rodham Clinton, Is devotion “to

aliberal agenda than reduces women Lo yei ancth-
er interest group seeking yet auothel government
bandoul,” it Lthe new political ftmus test for all
candidates, but especially famale.camlldates‘ -
Some Republican woméi have been able
to transeend this & tiny bil. Kay Balley
Hutchinson, for instance, advocates (he, much
derided missile-defense shield—not a “wonign’s
issue,” She’s allowed to do this, however, only so
long as she marches with the s]ste1hood on clher
issues, and regularly has dinner at the Mengrle
with her trus colieagues—the other female s
tors-—on a regular basis. (The counl goes ofe—
the Ladies’ Club got 2 boost this November when
recenl New Yorker Hillary Rodham CY itjon,
Washington’s Maria Cantwell, Missouri’s- Jeanne
Carnahan, and'¥)
Democrnis—jomed )
This campaign season there was a def‘ugc.
of women-in-palitics tomes and related products
The White HOllSE. Prisjeat, developed for Th

purpose of encauraging a gal president, has "

Rarbie for President doll at Toys 'R* Us; complf-te
with her own platfurm and inaugural gown, The
doll is the baby of Marie Wilson, president of the
White House Project, formerly of the Ms.
Foundalion, and founding mother of “Take Your
Daughters to Work Day”

And thers 18, of course, the aforemen-
ticned ode to .women in national politics by
Eleanor (“Can I Finish?"} Clift and her husband
Tom Brazaitis. And the nine women of the Senate
callaborated on a book published last summer,
Nine and Counting. You might wonder what
Republicans Kay Bailey Hutchinson, Susan
Collins, and Glympia Snowe could possibly have
in common with Dems Barbare Mikulski, Dianne
Feinslein, and Barbara Boxel besidey being
women?

Well, of course, that is it. It%s all in the

higan's Deb‘me Slahenuwéail-w
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'DNA ‘What more need theze be? Take, as evi-
. dencé the point of Nine and .Counting: “These
nine wemen who are most distinguished by their
differences come -ogether not because of what
théy believe, but because of who they are,” .
##° The intraduction continues to explain,
Gender has been the transcendent
characteristic of their personal and pro-
fessional lives, They were raised in an era
" when women were not encouraged (o
, seek political office—yet here, they dre,
‘-+ They have reached the Sénate by over-
coming enormous obstacles. All of them
have encountered résistance to their:

" dreams and ideas, not because they
lacked brampower, ambition, ability, or
charisma, but because they were
women. They have beed forced to
invent the roles of politician as wife,
mother, daughter, sister, grandmother.
Perhaps, too, their successes have been
swegter because they have been gained
at such a high cosl . ., , The senatars
know each othér on a fundamental
level,

: Worse still, it's not just (he women
" who are the problem. Men are just as bad,
the' classic panderers.” Thelr pandering
translates into a politics of committing
themselves to deiiver Lhe promised land lo
“women-and children,” bul, in fact, deliver-
ing nothing but big-government dependen-
oy

Still, for all the women who sub-
scribe Lo the politics of womanhood and
the men who pander Lo them, there are
some who da not read from the prepared
scripl. As former Dukakis campmgn nan-

‘ager Susan Estrich complains In her book
Sex and Power, “The Equal Rights

. Amendment was defgated not by men but

" by women.” And, “Nol every Wolian who
gets eiccted to offlce cares about the issues
thal most women do: there are men who do
more to support familiss than women. And
there is no reason a woman should feel
constrained to vote for a candidate with whom she
has fundamental disagreements, simply because
she is a woman.”

Of course, Estrich believes that there
really Is only one true political point of view for all
women to subscribe o, Scolding her sfsters for not
unconditionally supporting real women for public -
office, especially her friend Hillary Clinten for
New Yoark's Senate seat, she writes, “Inslead of
seeing our common agenda, we are cating®our best
alive.”

B Along with Eslrich, the boomer- fermninist
sisterhood basically excludes the woman- who
rmg.rches io a differont dlummer, ostracizing her
asi in Ingraham’ word, an “unwoman.” Nof a
peep from the self-described feminists: of
Affierica—most notably the First Lady—when
wumen who accused the president of unwanted

. ad}fances and (in Juanita Broaddrick’s case)’ lhe

crifne of rape—wete largeted by the IRS. :

- “Florida Secretary, -of *State’ Katherine
I-rams iwas victim of .thé.-“inwoman” trealent

b '*dt]rmg the " Florida post-electlon fiasco, - From

Wd.shl.lzglon Post aluclcs to leven conservative
pundits wantiri, to be ‘tdol, Hafris Yas constantly
maligned for her mascara application and the like,
They hated her because she was a Republican—
although not nearly as partisan as they made her
ot to be, And they were jealous of the woman for
having a rich father and even richer hushand,
regardless of the fact that most wealthy women
voled for Gore this cycle, (Where werc the Junior
League protests in support of Sister Harris?) Of
course, law professor Estrich wus among the
caddy clique of eritics.

' Estrich simply goes ballistic al the realiza-
tion that wemen—who have children, take time
off to do so—slill lag behind men, Men are more
of the nation’s CEQOs, more of the senators, and
arc always president of the Urited States, ete. Her
baok is full of observations such as; “T remember
looking arcund the campaign plane during cne
presidential race and finding that almos! every
man on il was married, many of them fathers,
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while every woman was single. There was not a
mether in the group, What mother would travel
six days a week, for a year? The senior White
House staff is made up enlirely of men with
school-age children, and women without them.”,.

The media has gone gaga over women
candidales since what Is universally known as the
“call 1o arms,” the Clarence Thomas Supreme
Court nomination. hearing in the Senate in 1991,
“From beginning to end, the male-dominated
Senate fajled to grasp how women across Lhe
ceuntry would be affected by Hill's charges of ver-
bal sexual harassment. After first ignoring her
allegations, -then failing in the eyes of many
warmnen to take them seriously despite agreeing to
reopen lhe Thomes hearings, the senators infuri-
ated women,” Clift and Brazaitis write.
Washington Post chick columnist Judy Mann
wrote at the time, “No matter whal comes out of
these hearings, there is one overriding lesson for
women, And that is that they cannot depend on
men to protect their interests, Women have to run
for the House and they have to run for the Senate
and they have to win. If there has been a couple of
women on that commitiee, this debacle {the con-
firmation of Clarence Thomas Lo lhe Supreme
Court] would nol have happened.”

And 50, in retaliation for the ascension of
Clarence Thomas to the highest court in the land,
everywornan supposedly was ready for the 1992
election to be the Year of the Woman, since every-

woman s more concerned with the sisterhood

than in justice. That there was just not the evi-
dence (o corroborate Anita Hills aliegations was
supposedly irrelevant to them. And so they were
ecstatic when four Democratic women were sent
Lo the Senate and 21 to the House. Speaking as a
woman moie than a liberal feminist (aren’t they
the same thing?), Rep. Patricia Schroeder
declared, “The cavalry has arrived.”

Jane Swift was to be poster girl for the
sacrifice-free female candidacy. The media loved
her as at age 33, Swilt ran for lientenant gavernor
of Massachusetls while visibly pregnant. Stodgy
congervatives rolled their eyes while the media

cheered her on. Say the Clift-Brazaitis team,

“Swill’s story is instructive for olher young women
who whet their appetites for politics by working in
someone else’s campaign, bul fear they can’t run
for office themselves without giving up the equal-
ly compelling drive to be a wife and mother,” She

Just Published |

gave birth three weeks bsfore winning on Election
Day. Echoing conventional wisdom, Clift and
Bragaltls write, “She is a test case for women who
dare mix motherhood and elective office. If she
can balance her family responsibilities with the
duties of the second-highest office in a major state,
maybe others can too, If she can't, her experience
will discourage women just now reaching adult-
hagd who grew. up belleving they, not just their
brothers, could rise to become a senator, governor,
even president.” . .

How silly. If thal is true, women better
flock back to the kitchen row. Swifl, who has been
mired in coritroversy for taking advantage of stite
resources and employees for child care since the

day she took office, is simply an example of an_

irresponsible parent end an unworthy, corrupt

- public official. That the ideologues of womanhoad

read morte into Swift, however, supgests they don't

- belong in primetime.

Besides the facetiousness of it all—the

reduction of our nation’s politics to a weekend.

sleepover—there are the detrimental conse-
quences of all the bad public policies that pols,
botli male and female, pass in the name of women.
Hillary and her fellow fravelers ugse women the
same wey they use children—as “political props,”
says Ingraham. “Whether it's medicine, eduention,
ar crime, women and girls gain far more from
across-the-board improvements then from any-
thing the politicos set out to-do ‘for women.™

What role does Lhe sb-called gender gap
play in the politics of women? Well, women do not
always elect women, Just ask \Christie Todd
Whitman.

“Women are often hard onother women
running for office. They don't want to be embar-
rassed, and if ope woman fails, all women feel
anguish,” Clift and Brazaitis write. (Would a
IMillazy Clinton Senate defeat really be a defeal for
everyworman?). “There could also be a touch of
envy, The full range of human emotions come into

play whén women judge’edéh other. Forwhaltever -

reasons, and some are better than others, women
walit more than gender to decide their vote.”
Women, however, do not vote for women
because they are particularly sinart about the
voles they cast. There was stralegic. wisdom in
both parties’ camps in having ‘their men go on
Oprah, “Everywoman” herself, women need to
hear Dubay’s favorite sandWichis peanut butter
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and jelly. The poll numbers certainly suggested
that. As National Review's Kate C'Beirne recently
observed, underreporied and largely ignored is
the gender gap in political knowledge. Most
Americans are dumb when it comes to palitics, but
women are by far dumber. In 2 survey by polister
Kellyanne Filzpatrick during the campaign, she
found that only 27 percent of women knew that
Republicans control both houses of Congress (46
percent of men did), A mainstay of American pol-
{tics, an extenslve 1996 study, “What Americans
Know About Polities.and Why It Matters,” found
tha! men are more likely to. be able to identify
Boris Yeltsin, explain the role of the Supreme
Court, and state the unemployment rate,

Will there be a women president? Should
there be? .

Just as the farmer, the lawyer, the
wresiling coach, the heart surgeon will bring
something of personal experience to the table as a
citizen politician, so will the woman, as a woman,
But when Hillary Clinton comes to the New York
Senale race as a lifelong liberal Democratic oper-

. ative, Elizabeth Dole need not stand in any kind

of solidarity with her simply because they may
both shop at Ann Taylor.

For Lhe time being, (he politics of victim-
ization and stupidity delinitely seem 1o be the ide-
clogy of choice for women. What Clift and
Brazaitis write, “As prime minister, [Margaret]
Thatcher was not particularly helpful to women.
She didn't surround herself with feméle advisers,
She didn’t promote women. And she was Reagan's
soul inate in her zeal for slicing spending on social
welfare.” Any woman who ignares the Thatcher
model shouid stay miles away [rom either end of
Pennsylvania Avenue,

Clift and Brazaitis note: “At the start of
the new millennium, there were nine women
among the 100 senators, and 65 women among 435
members of the House. At the currend rate, it will
be 250 years before the number reaches parity
with the number of men in the Congress.””

_ Sorry, girls, but practicing the polilics of
victimization and sisterhaod (sorry 1o be il
redundant) isn’t going to change that— q‘
and it shouldn’t, IR

Kathryn Jean Lopez Is an associate editor at
National Review and National Review Online
(www.natlonalreview.com).
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(44 here’s been vicious opposi-
tion,” So says Jerry Brown,
once Governor Moenbeam

and then a Presidential contender and

now, after a period of exile, mayor of

Oakland, California. It is late September,

and Brown, italicizing his words in a voice

that retains a raspy edge, is speaking to a

packed house at Qakland’s First African

Methodist Episcopal Church, This is not

one of his usual haunts, But given

the theme--school choice—the
mayor can't pass it up. The Rev.

Floyd Flake, a former congressman

from New York, is the keynote

speaker, but Brown is clearly the
star.

In his tenure as governor of ihe
Golden State, when he hung out with
chanteuse Linda Rondstadt and had a cere-
bral salon that included figures ranging
from Whole Earther Stewart Brand ¢
Black Panther Elaine Brown, Jerry Brown
bore more than a passing physical resem-
blance to Anthony Perkins of Psycho fame.
Now 62 and topped with a shiny dome,
Brown appears a eross between Kojak and
Cassius, stiil with that lean and hungry look.
He's decked out in & pretty drab gray suit,
with & casual shirt and no tie. Compared to
Willie Brown, his sartorially resplendent
mayor of color across the bay, he looks pos-
itively homeless,

Brown is speaking at “Owning (he
Dream: Chofees for Cur Children,” a con-
ference on school choice sponsored by the
Center for Urban Black Studies. Before
Brown molnted the pulpit, his sometime
critic and education appointee Leo Bazile
lold the audience that in Oakland, “public
schools have become a holding cell for state
prisons.” The mayer knows Lhis is true and has
come to laik about his solution, Always unpre-
dictable, he is reading a speech that could have
been written by Milion Friedman or even Jerry
Falwcll.

Specilically, Brown backs the Oakland
Mitltary Institute, a college preparatory boarding
school at the former Oakland Army Base, run by,
yes, the California National Guard. Students will
attend class six days a week, wear uniforms, and go
through reveille, inspections and rigorous exercis-
es. Brown guarantees that this charter school will
get results, ) .
"“Our boys are getling a raw deal,” he says,
conceding that some of the new agey reforms he
backed "as governor -didnt do the job.
“Competition works,” Brown says. “We have to
uphold the power of family choice . . . . If parenfs
don't like it, they po somewhere else—that’s freex
dom,” Though not the rietoric for which Brown is
known, this draws a faverabie response from the
mostly black audience, many of them clergy. Polis
show that 60 percent of Qakland’s blacks apprave
of the military school. But there’s 2 problem,

In this town, almost as left leaning as
neighboring Berkeley, where the National Guard
means Kent State, Brown might as well have pro-
posed a statue of Ronaid Reagan for Jack London
Square, or decreed December “Victory in the Cold
War Rermembrance Month,” with readings from

Solzhenitsyn at city hail and cvery school, Yerry's .

military scheol made Oukland’s progressive front,
which includes most of the city establishment, go
ballistic, In the audiénce, and making svide com-
ments all through Brown's speech, is one of (hat
establishment’s big guns.

It is Dan Siegel, a student radical at
Berkeley in the late '60s who beceme almost

Hot Times in Brown Town

Ecoplis Now!

by K. Lloyd Billingsley

famous for his involvement in People’s Park, and
ther an attorney for the Oakland Unified School
District before hecoming president of the Oakland
School Board. The natiily dressed Siegel tells the
audience his parents were poor immigrants from
Russia, a line that, in this setting, comes across like
Steve Martin, in The Jerk, saying, “1 was born a
poor black child.” The place is dead quiet and a
woman from the Malcolm X School responds with
a look of disdain and bewilderment. Siegel's
attempt to posture as a man of the people having
flopped, he switches to attack mode, telling the

MavoRr JERRY BROWN

W .

audience thal school choleeyas invented by the
Ku Klux Klan, thal the backérs of Prop 209 are at
it again, and that the problem Witk schools in
Oaldand, a city run by its black majority for
decades, is “institutional racism.” .

Under Sicgei’s tuteiage, the board denied
Brown’s school the charter it needs to operate,
even though the mayor has already raised $3.3 mil-
lion in state and federal funds and the Natlenal
Guard i3 already operating schools elsewhere in
the state, )

Sheila Quintana, bargaining representa-
tive for the Oakland teacher union, is also at the
AM.E, church telling anybody who will listen that
the purpose of Brown's military school ig “Lo teach
ourchildren to kill.” in testimony to' the board,
Quintana. compared Browns Chakland Military
Institute (o the Tuskeegee syphilis experiments.

“We know what happened there, didn't
we?” she said. “We shouldn*t be experimenting on
our black and brown and Asian and every other
race’s children.” :

-50 when Jeity Brown stands in the plpit
and says that there has been some vicious opposi-
tion, he is guilty of an understatement. He is also
touching or: the tip of an iceberg his audience does-
n’t see, :

dmund G, Brown Jn. was born in San

Francisco in 1988, graduated from St, Ignativa
High School, and studied for the Catholic priest-
hood at the Sacred Hearl Novillale, a Jesuit semi-
nary, He carned a B.A. in Latin and Greek from
Berkeley in 1961 and graduated from Yale Law
Sehool in 1964, Five years later he was elected to
the Los Angeles Community College Board of
‘Trustees, and the following year the voters made
him California’s Secretary of State. In 1974 he was
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elected governcr, an office previcusly held by his
father Pat Brown. In Sacramento, Brown quickly
proved that “Governor Moonbeam” wasn’t just a
clever tag.

Brown made a big show about rejecting
the governors mansion for a humble apartment,
This played well with the press, but there was noth-
ing symbolic about his rule. Brown was only vague-
ly aware of Silicon Valiey until his ias year of
office, which is like the governor of Michigan being

-only vaguely aware of Detroit. Brown taxed cor-

porations not just what on what they made in
Califernia but what they made elsewhere, a
new standard of government greed and one
that prompted corporate flight. He also
allowed unions o compel nen-member dis-
senters Lo pay dues, .

It was not a distinguished record
that he carved out for himself. Brown hired
squads of professional ethnics and political-
ly correct incompetents like his health and
welfare boss Mario Obledo, an undisgulsed
bigot who now demands that “angios” leave
California. Brown. appointed as Chief
Justice of the California. Supreme Court a
dim’ idegiogue named. Rose Bird, whose
judicial philosophy was not coherent
enough to be called “activism® and whom

. the state’s voters booted out,

Durihg the Brown years, the psy-
cho-babbling Left had a feld day with “self-
esteem” commissions and other junk-
thought thal provided matérial for Gary
Trudeau. Just about any quack could ge! a
university accredited, ‘and did, including
More University, literally a sex school (See
“University of Sex,” Heterodoxy, March
1994). '

Brown nominated Jane Tonda,
then in her Tom Hayden phase, to the
California Arts Council, He also got more
of those claiming to be “artists” on the state
dole, incrcasing spending for granls more
than 1,000 percent, Soarlng property taxes
were diiving people from their homes while the
state enjoyed a fat surplus, but Brown crusaded
against the tax-liiting Proposition'13 as a kind of
Apocalypse Now. After it passed in a Yandslide, he
practically claimed credit for the baflol measure,
prompting Paul Conrad of the Las Angeles Times
to-draw Brown in a foothall jersey, number 13, cap-
tioned “quarterback sneak.”

In 1982 Brown ran for the U.S. Senate but
fell to Pete Wilson, Claiming to be a “racovering
politician,” Brown fled to Japan and then ro India,
where he worked briefly with Mother Teresa. Back
staleside, he practiced law in Los Angeles and in
1989. became. chairman of the state Democratic
Paly, launching pad for another run at ths prosi-
dency after giving Jimmy -Carter a battle for the
nomination in 1976, =

During the 1992 primaries, Brown defeat-
ed Bill Clinton in Maine, Colorado, Vermont,
Connecticut, Utah and-Nevada. Brown backed a
flar tax, a concept with little support among.
Democrats, His charge that Bill Clinton, as gover-
nor of Arkansas, had slid work to his wife’s law
firm got the press snooping into the Rose Law
Firm and the Whitewater business.

After Clinton prevailed, Brown moved
to Oaklund, living semi-communally in & ware-
house al 200 Harrlsan Sueet. The plage fenlures
six small private apartments, four guest rooms, a

law library, office space, and a theater with a -

capacity of .400 guests. These quarters zlso
housed Brown’s “We the People,” organization,
ulso the name of his radio program, lavnehed In
January, 1994, on KPFA, part of the left-wing
Pagifica network, These broadeasts, with a theme
of <The People versus Big Money and
Corporations, continugd until Brown decided lo
run for mayor of Qakland.

APWide Warld Paren
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f San Francisco is the Mecca of the California
Left, Oakland is at least Medina, a status it
acquired after the fall of the Republican machine
of Tribune Publisher Williem Knowland (“The

Senator from Formosa™) and the concomitant rise .

of the homegrown Black Panther Party in the
1560s. In the wake of the Panthers, a former judge
named Lionel Wilson became the city's first black
mayor in 1978, setting in motion a black establish-
ment that excelled even the old- Knowland
Machine for ineptitude and cronyism. At least the
Knowland version of Oakland knew about eco-
nernics. Under black povernance, the oity's pover-
ty climbed as businesses and jobs got out of town.
And with good reason. Since the '70s the clty has
logged more than 100 murders a year, nearly twice
a8 many as nelghboring San Prancisco, which has
twice the population. Gangs run rampant and vio-
lent crimes take place in Qakland at double the
rate of New York. As one Oakland insider noted
“you are never more than five blocks from
a crack house.” The city bristles with razor
wire and private security guards. And the
city that still reveres Huey Mewton, who
once operated here after dark like a black
Scarface while conning the white chumps
from Berkeley with his daytime {essons on
Maoism,

Oakland’s schoo! system became a
place to reward friends of the establishment
with high-paying jobs, part of a booming
vacial spoils system, But Oakland students,
despite high levels of spending, scored
among the worst in the state. During the
1980s a grand jury indicted a number of
officials  for corruption. In 1988
Assemblyman Elihu Harris sponsored a bill
to put the Cakland district into state
receivership. To make that abysmai situa-
ton worse is a daunting task, but Qakland
pulled it off under superintendent Carole
Quan, an ally of the black establishment.

The crawning gloty of this regime
was ebonics, an allempt o elevate black
sireel patois fo the status' of Laiin and
Greek, After initiating the ebonics move-
ment, the city and district became a natjon-
al laughing stock, denounced by, among
olhers, Kweisi Mfume, Bill Cosby, Maya
Angelou and even Eldridge Cleaver, former
minister of informution for the Black
Panther Party, who blasted this benighted
innovalion ag “a pathetic attempt to institutional-
ize dysfunction,”

cht, crime, corruption, ignorance, ineptitude,
Aside from its excellent climate and proximi-
Ly to San Francisco, Cakland was about as bad as it
gels when Jerry Brown set ont to make his
“Oakland Ecopolis,” a version of quaint Ttalian hill
towns like Perugia, bustling with saflooat crafts-
" men and other eco-safe industries. Bul first he'd
have to get elected, a tough eall with no fewer than
seven black candidates in the race, -
At least the Alameda County Green Party
backed Brown, althcugh even it had some reseiva-
tions. “He is not a Green candidate, he only talked

like one during his radic” days,” the party said, .
adding that some still blamed Brown for inspiring

the tax rebellion of Prop 13, “In addition, his
avoidance of Gay and Lesbian issies during his
entire tenure on KPFA gives us pause.”

Sa did Brown's advocacy of port dredging

and expansion of Oakland’s airport. But he got the
Greens' nod anyway, which helped him to bag 59
percent of the vole and carry near)Yy every precinct,
“Today marks the beginning of ‘our new journey
together—onc that must be undertaken with
courage and the willingness to speak truth to each
other,”. Brown said in his inaugural ‘speech on
January 4, 1999. Brown told the city it was ime 1o
“uct decisively,” and he did.

He put a measure on the ballot to increase
the power of the mayor, and it carried with 75 per-
cent of the vole, o remarkable tally in that Oakland

voters had rejected a similar. measure i 1996, -
Once empowered, the-easiest part of Brown’s four--
fold pledge was “to encourags eelebration, festival -
and artistic performance.” With Jane Fonda no -

longer availabie for duty, Brown nominated tattoo

artist Don BEd Hardy to serve on Oakland's

"Cultural Arts Commission. Hardy, whase clients;
include .cinegste Werner ‘Herzog, came’ o the
“mayor’s attentlon through Jacques Barzaghi,

Brown’s longtime alde, whose body had, borne an
example ‘of Hirdys clitanecus nesdlepcint for 20
years and who desctibes him os “an absolutely
incredible artist.,” But others in the “arts commu-
nity,” felt dissed by this unconventional choice.
Ishmeel:Reed, UC Berkeley English pro-
dessor, . is author, among. other. books, of
MultiAmerica: Essays on- Cultural Wars and
Cultural Peace and ariginator of the, writing style
of "Nec-HoeDooism,” a cembination of voodoo
and multiculluralism, A combative type who calls
Harvard’s Henry Louis Gates a “sellout” and tags
black female novelists s “divas,” Reed appeared
at Brown’s inavguration to read a-poem, “Let
Oakland be a City of Civility.” There Reed com-
plained about a “strawberry haired” KFFA broad-
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seven department heads and 60 middle managers
to shape up or ship out. Suddenly the celebrity
mayer loomed as 2 kind of Bull Connor figure,

Lec Bazile, who had run for mayor twice,
told a reporter that Brown and Bobb were Lrying
to "bust up the hegemony of Alfrican-Americans at
City Hall.” The Community and Clergy Coalilion,
headed by Bazile and including NAACP head
Shannon- Reeves, one of Brown’s opponents for
mayor, marched first on City Hall and then to
Brown’s warehouse chanting “We're the. people.”
Former mayor Elihu Harris said that Brown didn't
care about “diversity.” When  Teporter raised the
issue with Brown, He.snapped, “Lel's- talk about
diversity. Every city department head bul one js
black—is that diversity?”

Brown's plan to bring 10,000 new residents
downtown drew interest from 60 Minutes. The
mayor explained how he wanted to attract invest-
ment to Oakland, and re-build its middle class. *I1f
you want capital,” he sald, "you have to ralk
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caster who had asked him to moveoff stage. Reed
proved less than civil when hersgid, in effect, “call-

_me, Ishmael,” for the city arts post, and Brown

fatled to respond. It also miffed Reed that Brown
-named  a  “North Carolina writer”—Maya
Angelon, as it happened—to an office with the
library, Reed’s hoodoe on Brown was published jn
the San Francisco Chroniele, headlined: “Mayor
Jerry Brown Losing Sight OF Oakland’s Black
Community.” :

“When Bill Clinton sought to assure white
voters that he was not a traditional Democrat,”
hoffed Reed, “he staged an incident at a dinner
held by Jesse Jackson’s PUSH organization, during
which he embarrassed Jackson with his eriticisin of
rap singer Sister Souljah, m beginning to think
that 1*have been Sister Souljah‘ed by. the mayor
and- his staff, And given the forced exodus from
Oakland of African-American renters, perhaps
I'm not the only one who feels this way. People are
beginning- to. say that Mayor Brown is using
Oakland to show a nationul audience that he's not
a wimipy, flaky Governor Moonbeam, but can play
tough ova with black foiks as well as any ‘compas-
sionate conservative.””

Judith Offer, a Brown defender, fired back
with a long list of blacks that the mayor- had
appointed, adding “the real negiceted Eroups
would seem to be the-Asians and the Latinos, who
together compose about 40 percent of the populg-
tion,” That didn’t change the reality that in
Oakland issues came with faces.

- One af those faces belonged to Joseph
Samuels, Oaklands first black .chief of police,
whose issue was that Brown thought he was soft on
“erite. Brown and city manager Robert Bobb, who
is also black, took aim on Samuels and inept school
superintendent Carole Quan, The dug also told

to capitalisis.” Brown called his project
“elegant density” but critics saw it &s a
“Jerry-Fication™ plot to replace blacks with
upscale whiles. This became the party line.

When Brawn held a “technology
summil” at the Kaiser Center, protesters
matched around the building with & 20-foot
effigy of the mayor singing, to the tune of
"Mary had a fittle lamb,” the refrain: “Jerry
has a housing plan for people white as
snow.”

evicted by the current wave of gentrifica-
tion under way in West and North Oakland
are tired of being pushed around!” said a
statement of thé Terry-Ficalion Praject,
coordinated by POOR Magagine, -the
Gakland Eviction Defense Center and
other Bay Area groups. “We are truly Lhe
Avant-Garde in these cases,” the slatement
said, “paving the way for yuppie dot-com-
ers, mulli-media ‘artists,’ lawyers and other
‘professionals’ to come in and try ‘loft liv-
ing' becavse it so fucking hip.” But the
really nasty language was the drawn from
an arsenal that hadint been used sinee
Ronald Reagan.

“Mayor Jerry Brown's mean-spirit-
ed boom has arrived,” wrote San Francisco
Examiner colummist George Banks, In a
piece titled “Mayor Moonbearns Mean
Boom,” written in'a style that, with all due raspect
to Ishmael Reed, might be calied nec-aleohalism.
“Jeiry Brown has suceeeded in taking @akland
closer to a Manhattan lifestyle,” Banks wrote, “Ag
usual, he’s made sure the rich reccive sweet ver-
mouth, whiskey, and a maraschine cherry,
Unfortunately, Oakland’s working people are left
with the bitters.” ’

Criticism of ‘the mayor become a local
growth industry, headed by the JerryWatch
Coalition, an alliance of groups such as People
United for a Better Qakland, ACORN, BOSS-
Community, Organizing Team, and Fast’ Bay
Alliance for a Sustainable Ecotiomy. JerryWatch
reniamed Brown’s organization “Me, the People®

“We . the péople who are being-

and ‘en its website, JerryWatch.orp, displayed the -

mayor in greasy Hitlerian caricature, the sorl of
thing that vsually happens to Pat Buchanan.

When Brown told two Chrenicle colum-
nists that “race Is just kind of silly anyway because
99 percent of our DNA is the same,” JerryWalch
thundered, “Tt takes  lot of nerve for a wealthy
white man, the produet of wealthy white family,
ruling in a city where large numbers of low income
people of color struggle daily to make ends mest,
to say that race doesn’t matter.” JerryWarch also
got up close and personal, reviving rumors gbout
Brown’s preferences, '

Under the' headline “Jerry Repels
Women?” they listed eight prominent lemale staffers
who had left the mayor's office in Brown’ fiisl year,
A woman ramed Julie Peters quit, they said,
because “Jerry and Jacques bullshit was: toa. deep
even for her mild:mannered ways.” JerryWalch also
charged that Brown-had given Barghazi, his “long-
time: -friend and housemate,” a hefty raise, to
$114,192, and brought to live In his warehouse
almost every member of his “inner sanctum.”

World Phota
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Brown's decision to allow the Unitad
States Marines' to conduct their Urban Warrior
exercises in the area also got the Left scurrving to
the barricades. “It seems Oakland is on its way o
becoming a militarized city, starting with the
Urban Warrior exercise, and now with this new
military school,” said Dawn Phillips of JerryWatch.
Brown's military academy is now the front-line
issue,
"1 campalgned with Jerry Brown.in the
1960s,” said teacher Marlene Krohn, Now he's a
huge disappointment. I don't think the solution for
" Oakland schools is.to lock up my kids in a boot
camp.” It doesn't seem to have registered that
nobodys kid has to attend the school, a choice that
Oakland parents now lack,

Aithough you would never known ii, given all
this heavy *60s rhetoric, many Oaklanders,
black and while, are generally pleased with the job
Brown is doing, even though Robert Bobb, per-
forms much of the heavy lifting, leaving Brown
free to oraculate and visualize, He has bucked a
racial spoils system and, though it was not his
inlention, revealed that even in a new century, the
Left remains reactionary, vicious and vacuous.
For many Qakland insiders Brown's plans
are clear. Moonbeam in One Cily is & platform to
run again for president, perhaps under the slogan
Ecopolis Now! Those plans, and some of Brown's

recent cominents suggest that he does indeed need
to be watched.

Despite his attempts to court Silicon
Valley, Jerry Brown recently told the editors of
Red Herring magazing that “the gap between rich
and poor has increased as technology has expand-
ed....Ttsnot a question of bellef. It's a statistical
fact.” And as the editors noted, Jerry Brown is
probably the only elected official in the United
States who openly champions the redistribution of
wealth, )

“Income-redistribution programs are
the only way that governments have figured out
to soften the blows of inequality;” Brown said.
“The market is highly efficient, but also environ-
mentally  destructive and - fundamentally
inequitable.”

Both statements verify the observation of
Cakland resident, author and San Francisco
Chronicle columnist Debra Saunders that “the
older Brown gets, the more removed from reaiity
he grows.” Despite their attacks, the local Left
knows that at heart Jerry Brown is still a political-
ty correct believer in salvation through govern-
ment planning, a development they would wel-
come in the White House, Bul maybe Jerry
Browns pattern of downward political mobility
will persist,

I Brown is not, afler all, running for pres-
ident, perhaps he could chailenge’for a seat on the

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2000

Alameda County Mosquito Abatement District. If
on the other hand he decides to remain mayor of
Ozkland and wants to really distance himself from

. the Left, there are some strategies he can consider.

Instead of supperting one rather uncon-
ventional charter school, mayor Brown can join a
number of prominent blacks and push for fuil edu-
cational choice for all Oakland students, as a mat-
ter of civil rights. The injection of true competition,
which Brown ssays he believes in, would improve
the. dreadful Oakland district and enable students
to select high quality schools such as St. Ignatins,
which Brown himsell attended. The crime issue
also offers possibilities, o

A woman named Betty Van Patter
worked as a boakkeeper for the Learning Center,
an Oakland school ren by the Black Panthers, Van
Patter disappeared, suddenly, after she found some
irregularities in the school’s accounting, and was
found dead in San Francisco Bay, her head caved
in. Others associated with the Panthers also met
similar ends. It would take a truly courageous
mayor, dedicated to truth and justice, to “ay
reopen those cases, but if he did there's no “%
telling what could happen, [

K. Lloyd Billingsley is editorial director of the
Pacific Research Institute and co-auther of
Expanding the Charter Idea: A Template for
Legislative end Policy Reform.




HETERODOXY -

he third issue of a student newspa-

per, The Spartan Spectator, hit the
campus  of Michigan State

. University (M5U} on October 9th. Qn
October 19th, a press release from the
publisher and founder Jason L. Van Dyke
stated, “At approximately 12:30 am
October 19, 2000 I was assaulted by an
unknown individual. At the time I was in
a study lounge reading for a midterm.
When I returned to my room at

Transgressions in Michigan

A Very Politically Incorrect Young Man

by Wendy McElroy

who were strategically.stationed to pressure any-
ong who did not obey.

Instead of obeying, Van Dyke filed a com-
plaint with M3U's Judicial Affaizs Office claiming
that the dis¢crimination—voluntary or not—violat-
ed MSUs much-vaunted Anti-Discrimination
Policy. Article 1 of the Policy reads, in part,
“Thus, even if not iliegal, acts are prohjbited- . . if

they: 1. Diseriminate against any University com- .

munity member(s) through inappropriate limita-
tion of employment oppertunity, access lo
University residential . :

approximately 1:05 am, the place
had been completely trashed,” In
addition, someone had urinated in
Van Dyke's mattress and written
“die” on the loft with 2 magic mark-
er, Because that word constitutes a
threat, the police reported the inci-
dent as a case of both vandalism and
assault. A second press release,
dated October 3Gth, added, “The
perpetrators also stole Van Dyke’s
credit card number and ordered
large amounts of electronic equip-
ment to Van Dyke’s house. The bili
fgr this equipment, according to
Daniel Yan Dyke (Jason’s father), is
so far in excess of $6500, putting the
theft into the range of felony credit
caf’d fraud and grand theft.”

The trashing came on the heels of
“nather atlack: earlicr that same week, an
Unidentified female desiroyed the press
run of Issue #3 by (earing up copies and
throwing the tatters all over the third
floor ef Case Hall, which is Mr, Van

winw.statenaws.com

Mavement Freachaa tolera
hypocriticalty

I'can see it now. By about 9 aun, 1oday,
everybody will be wlking about haw a
bigotat MSLF dared anack homosewual
rights during Pride Week 2000. [ sy
goexl. Fvery time something Jike this
happens, my point is proven. Gay sights B
aclivists who claim te be teaching

tolerance and ridding the world of

igporance ane actually some of the mckt
bigoted and intolerant people.
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tor on the hypecrisy with which MSU adminis-
tered its policies, “Apparently . . . it is-only raclsm
if it is directed af minorities. If. discrimination is
directed at white helerosexual males, it-is cailed
‘diversity.™ Van Dfke’s words-scemed carefully
chosen- The hame page at MSU' site proudly
declares one of the university’s “Guiding
Principles” to he: “Advance Diversity within
Community.” In a speech broadcast on C-SPAN,
Van Dyke observed, “[Flor all the huffing and
puffirig these groups do about diversity—appar-
ently-they have never heard about the
most important kind of diversity: diversi-
ty'of opinion.™

In January 2000, Yan Dyke was hired
by the Stafe News lo wrile bi-weekly
columns, only five of which appeared. He
became one of Lhe most controversial
columnists in the student paper’s history,
atlracting a tolal of fifteen letters-to-the-
editor, thirteen of which were negaiive.
Van Dyke's first column for The State
News was titled “The Racism of
Affirmative Action.” Tt opened with

Dyke's place of residence. Investipation
into this matter has been suspended due
lo the siress of Lhe subsequent criminal
assaull. In an e-mu. update,  Van Dyke

explained, #*We plan Lo start distribuling under

the doors of dorm rooms. increasing our press
run, and varying the days that we put out issues,

This should make it much harder (o steal at least

large quantities of the paper.” Indeed, the theft
of papers was a problem Van Dyke had antici-

pated. The first issuc of The Spartan Speetator

warned, “it Is illegal to steal a free newspaper”
and offered a veward for information leading to
the arrest of anyone doing so with the intention
of stopping disttibution, : '

Why does The Spartan Spectaior inspire
such rage? Its Mission Statement reads, “To pro- -

mole conservative journalism at Michigan State

University through the publication and distribu-

tion of The Spartan Spectater.” To many, the word
“conservative” Is 4 red flag and virtually a syn-

onym for “racist” or “anti-feminist.” Mereover,
Mr. Van Dyke has been an outspoken eritic of
political correctness on campus. For example, last

Oclober, he was told not to use (he elevator and
various olher public areas of Case Hall, because a
university-sanclioned campaign of racial and sex-
ual discrimination was underway, Signs posted

tkroughout the Hall indicated which restrooms

and cafeterfa tables were for “blacks” or “gays
only.” The discrimination against white heterosex-
uais was part of a program called *Our Divided
Reality," which was organized by Case Hall Black
Caucus, the Department of Residence Life, and
MSUJ Prism—a suppert group for lesbian, bisexu-

al. gay and transgendered students. The voluntary
program was meant to heighten students® uware-

ness of how if Telt to be a victim of discrimination.
Figuring that his tuition gave him the right to
aceess public areds within his own residence, Van
Dyke refused to obey the program’s “monitors”

) - Diyke Martin Liither King, Jr's famous lines, “I
The fun began March 23 with n speaker ¥ - . .
named Mary Daly. Itonicatiy encngh, Daly s among It » b8U_z00 have a dream that.... my four little children
most intolera posple in the Unlted Sted, She is an i will one day live in a nation where they will
advocate: of segregation and openly protctes women's-onfy  # Elnal Sou not be jutiged by the color of their skin, but
s?iw:.Dnly ovan refuses oo atiow fen (o alend her feminist » BGAA GBS , ) P
plilomphfy classes. When asked why, she has responded — ~* by the conlent of their character.” Then,
;sir?]g pmhsni:yl— that s'hc ldoesn‘t what ien o intecfere. Mr. Van Dyke proceeded to break the
crileps the real reason s she wanls Yo spew her venem In e\ w5 ol i i .
an envitenment where no one will ask students to actually W Ruregaed] TOPOPOLY ownership claim on King that
thistk ahaot what they're hearing from et prof advecates of polilical correctness
I R A TS olee cad” im bt e
‘This is anly one of many examples of the ty, > O hiigs » Aa%,;ﬁuaq .StakEd' V‘?‘H Dyke honmfed him by'te
MSLE \Vill{csubjocwdlcttnring Pride Weox 2000, Such an-, en ing apart “one of many programs our gov-
?xuu'!,%l.e f‘)'ilf'b" “’;i‘i“ﬁ P%!cc f(od? w nhpmscm:tiolv from the pan ernment has Instiluted that is keeping”
bl Defense Fund. The fimd's Web sike and a Tetter seni PPN “ X D 1
out ghou Prids Wosk 2000 discass how the fond I iving o e | KIg dream “Irom becoming a eality,
gat “reconntiion of the civif rights of Jesblans, guy men, and namely, allirmative action, Calling the poi-
peoplo with HIV/AIDS tirough impact Btigasion, educetion,  » Hawneniy icy “racist and diseriminatory,” Van Dyke
and public palicy work.” » Mullmed . . i
L . Hadio cnded with the comment, “I think Dr. King
1 faund it somewhat humorous - and somewhat sickening Yiten would agree,”
-~ thilt they meationed Hl\’-mlax&.q qlscmrmalian,l:uz Audin On Monday, April 3, his last col-
Jason Van Dyke umo—titled  “Movement  Preaches
T Tolerance Hypocritically"—opened with the
facilities . , . on the basis of afpy-color, pender,  words, “I can see it now, By abouit 9 am loday, every-

handicapper siatus, height, magilai“status, national
origin.” Judicial Affairs did it address Van
Dyke’s complaint but the student body did, One
female student wrote in The Stare News, MSU’
student newspaper (11/01/99), "Mr. Vdn Dyke, my
message [or you is short and brief . . . Please stop
whining about how hard it is 10 get respect for
being a white, Christian man. I you can’t, please
do the rest of us 4 favor and find another plate o
receive your educalion.” Apparently, ASMSU——

MSU’s undergraduate student government— .

agrees. ASMSU's Funding Board declined to
finance The Spartan Spectator, as it funds ather
stdent endeavors, because the conservative
paper was not considered “beneficial to students.”

Van Dyke's reaction was pugilistic. I the
October issue of The Spartan Spectatér:. he
declared, “As a resull of this, we have degide that
we are golng to launch a campaign against [iBeral-
ism ‘at MSU unlike one that has ever. been
launched before. It starts with ASMSU.* He
announced that his monthly publication would
now igsue bi-weekly under the editorship of
Andrew Abramezyk. It would maintain its regular
coluinnists, ineluding the satirical jabs of “the rag-
ing lesbian™ Jane Q. Liberal whom the paper
claims it ways forced fo hire due to aftirmative
action,

Mr, Van Dyke is one of a growing class, of
students on American campuses loday: a white
heterosexual male who demands that universities
apply their own anti-discrimination policics with-
ol bias, It s a battle he's boen fighting for over a
yeal now, ever since he bogan writing for The Stare
Mews, which used to be the only student paper on
the MBUI campus, As early as Seplember 15th,
1999, Van Dyke commenled in a letter o the edi-

body will be taiking about hew a bigot al MSU
dared attack homosexual rights during Pride Week
2000, 1 say good.”" Van Dyke then launched into a
full frontal assault on the hypocrisy of the Gay Pride
Week that had been kicked off a week earlier with a
presentation by the radical feminist Mary Daly.
Prafessor Daly was an interesting choice
of speaket for a week supposedly devoted to tol-
erance. She is notorious for refusing to admit
males into her classes at Boston College through

" Title X of the 1972 Education Amendments pro-

hibits dual-sex Universities that receive federal
funds from dischiminating on the basis of gender.
This measure has often been cited by feminists to

. their advantage. A male student who had been

refised sdmission into one of Daly's classes
demanded that the College apply Title IX equally
e women and mien. When the Center for
Individual Rights {CIR] threatened a lawsuit on
his behalf, the College suddenly decided to com-
ply. Daly was pressured into retirement, The ensu-
ing write-up in “Aceuracy in Academia™ was titled
“Radical Feminist, Victim of Right-Wing
Conspiracy?™ Daly commented on the conspiracy,
“It is very elear that I'm a target. CIR has Boston
College a5 & willing collaborator and no doubi the
Vatican.” ’

The bitter irony of Daly as a spokeswoman
for gender scusitivity and broad-mindedness was
nol lost on Van Dyke, The April 3rd article com-
mented, “Daly is among the most intolerant people
in the United States. She i5 an advocate wriling for
segregation and openly promotes womenk-only”

- space,” He asked, “[H]ow tclarant is the gay ights

movement?” He concluded, “Gay rights activisls
who claim to be teaching tolerance and ridding the
world of ignorance are actually some of the most
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bigoted and intolerant people . . . In this day and
2ge, you only have free speech when you agree with
the liberal establishment. The day you begin 1o dis-
agree, speech is no longer free.”

The next day, April 4, The State News
printed a letter from Blake: Spear, vice-president
of MSU Prism, a gay rights advocacy group. He
threatened to bring MSU judicial action against
Van Dyke for violating the MSEI  Anti-
Discrimination Policy. Van Dyke e-mailed Mr,
Spear to inform him that any frivolous prosecu-
tion would result in a lawsuit, In an interview Mr.
Van Dyke explained what happened next, “This
person [Mr, Spear] forwarded my response to the
i Opmmn Hditor of The State Nawg Dan Macklin,

¥ fireds gay rights
: group OR Campus ‘miﬁt have to-do-something.’ |
know this because when Mr. Macklin sent me the

letter announcing my dismissal, he inadvettently -

sent the original letter and his response.” Mr.
Spear demznded that the unrepentant columnist
be ousted, Two days after his fifth column, .Van
Dyke abruptly was fired.

While doing research on Van Dyke’s dis-
missai, T was reading his columns in The State
News archives-one minute. The next minute thay
had vanished into the embargoed part of cyber-
space, In a phone conversation with Opinions
Editor Dan Macklin, T irquired abou! access to
one article in particular—“Movement Preaches
Tolerance Hypocritically”—which 1 had net
downloaded. He assured me that if the article
existed—and he would not confirm that it did—
then jt would be in the archives, In an e-mail, Mr.
Van Dyke explained why I could no longer access
it. “That is because they took the URL offline.
However, 1 have the URL [htipi//www.slate-
news.com/editions/040300/op_coll.htm]] because
they did not actually delete the file from their
webspace.” ‘

That call 1 was promised from the main
editor of The State News: never materialized.
Although Macklin elaims that Viin Dyke was fired
because of his “bad" attitude and unprofessional-
ism, it is difficult to undersiand why published
artlcles were suddenly pone in the cyber eqmva-
lent of book burning. .

Yan-Dyke responded to his disappear-
ance down The State News” Orwellian Memory
Hole by establishing a website called ThePotatoe
{hitpi/fwww.ihepotatoc.com], which declares,
“The mission of ThePotatoe.Com is to promote
Conservative and Christian political thought on
the World Wide Web and-beyond.” He explained,
1 started ThePotatoe.Com with my friend, Bill
Bamwell, who just happened to have been fired a

week or bwo earlier under highly similar eircum-
stances [by The South End, Wayne Siate
University's Student Newspaper].”

Why the strange. spelling of such a
strange name? Tru€ to the in-your-face icone-
clasm of the two founders, ThePotatoe is named
i ‘honor of former Vice-President Dan Quayle.
Mr. Van Dyke explains, “*ThePotatoe,Com’ is
spelled exactly the way Mr. Quayle read it” in the
famous television news clip that was played over
and over again by the liberal media in order to
ridicule him, Perhaps embracing the ridicule
aimed at conservatives is a souad strategic move,
given how difficult it can be to take the PC cri-
tiques seriously. Bill Barawell describes the sort

-of incident™that Eausel-fallow studentsFibaRtek:

Bih “racist”-or “MNazi” It occurred while he

attended an- officially -sponsored discussion of -

race relations at Wayne State.~The audience was
asked a question; if you were the principal of a-
school thal received complaints about racial dis-

erimination, "what. would - you -do? Among the. -

solutions offered: students would be forced to sif
at integrated tables in the cafeteria; the parking
lot and lockers would be similarly -integrated.
When Barnwells turn to speak arrived, he
opened with, “for one thing, I would honor ihe
right to free association,”

ThePotatoe js a place where college con-
servatives who are denied the right to associate
and speak freely can have their work published.
Cne such writer is Chris Lilik, Editor-in-Chief of
a student newspaper - called The Conservative
Column at Villanova, Unkverszty In the early
months of this year; Lilik's paper was confiscated
by the school¥ administration. He received a
voice mail message from the school’s director of
student development who expressed concern
abont a parody advertisement directed at a local
bank that provided Villapovas ATM services,
Expressing concern, the message informed Lilik,

“I will be.removidg all the issues bf The:

Conservative Column that T sse.” The paper was
de fucts, banned from campus, He now writes for.
ThePotatoe, where The Spartan Specraror is also
available oniine;

Are .the opuuons expressed in The
Spamm Spectator offensive.to the “average stu-
dent?” Perhaps, Certainly feminists will be out-
raged by the strong pro-life stand thal calls abor-
tion “slaughter.” Some Bl;xcksmay be insulted by
the controversial Confedergter Flag of Georgia
that was displayed-on the front»page of the second
issu. Liberals should. be apggﬂccl by The Spartan
Spectator’s pholo contesf:™“Eould you use an
extra $207 In our ever-growing quest to rid the

Hillary Clinfon and the Raclal Leftis a
collection of David Herowitz's writings
on Hiliary and her radical alties. It
underscores the religious nature of the
- Left's secular faith and explains why
Wrs. Glinton and her alfles will stop at
nothing to attain their goals. (64 pp)

Not available in b'onkétor-e_s.
To order call (800) 752-6562
or visit frontpagemag.com.
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‘world of liberals, The Spartan Spectator is acting

as the positive voice for change by offering this
photo contest. Do you have a picture of a liberal
that may lead them to premature retirement,
divorce, or even eriminal proceedings? Why not
send those photos to The Spartan Spectator? Cur
staff will vote on the winning entry, print it on the
front page, and send the person submitting it $20,
Double pay-if the photo actually lands them in
Jail!” Anti-gun zealots will be horrified by the
Nazi photograph of the bedies of Jewish women
in a mass grave with the text, “On May 14, 2000,
the so-called Million Moms marched to stop civil-
ians from owning guns. Here's ‘what happcns

-when they get their wish.”

Ty s L E VRN Lheaméﬁ’.éamon wmpiamt.
about.ThePotajgre.com-—namely, that it is anii-
gay? Van Dyke.explained to 1, “The site is not

designed to-be a distinctively ‘anti-gay’ site,

ThePotatoe.Com is designed to bring to light a

- varlely ofissues. Gun tontrol, affirmative action,

taxation; censorship, and racism have been popu-

lar choices among our-staff, The homosexual .

rights movement just happens to be the topic that
has gained our websue the most recogmuon and
notoriety,” -

He then offered a detal]ed account of h]s
personal position, “Homosexuality is unnatural ag
homosexual sex has no biological - function, 1
believe homosexual conduct to-be a sin against
God, just the same as murder, adultery, and theft
are sins, aithongh I don*t believe hcmosexuahty is
semehow a incre grievous sin than others in the
eyes of Gad.” For Van Dyke; homosexuality is
more than a personal choice: It has political and
social consequences such as the “spread of dan-
gerous STDs” [sexvally transimitted diseases] and
4 general increase in promiscuily.

Van Dyke intends to go to law schoel, .

undoubtedly because he will have to defend the
right to be political incorrect over'and over again
in his life.-T asked why he was-willing-te spendiao’
much time and effort on The Spattan - Specz;ular
when It led to incidents siich gs the traghing o' his
room. Van Dyke answered- simply, “I think.that
conservalives need to have s voice on campus.”
Then, he added, “We will. net be silenced or
scared off by a bunch of bleeding hearts. I see this
simply as evidence that they are scared and
that they-want me to stop publishing. If -ay
they think they will stop me, they have q%
another guess coring.”

Wendy McE[ray is the anthor of 19th Century
Individualist Feminists: the Forgotten Roots of
American Feminism [MeFfarland]. &
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European, Asian and Hispanic. Blacks in America are the freest and most prosperous black people on earth, The
averape descendant of African slaves in America earns berween 20 and 50 times as much as the average black per:
son in Aftica, whose ancestors were not kidnapped and enslaved. Why should a Vietnamese or Tragi refugee, a
Mexican migrant worker, or a Polish escapee from Communism pay reparations for zn injustice committed 150 years ago?

Why do African-American leaders want to separate African Americans from other Americans? Blacks came to America
before the Mayflower. Who is more American than the descendants of African slaves? For African Americans to pursue
‘reparations” claims against European, Asian and Hispanic Americans s a divisive and self-defeating idea.

A leader of the reparations movemnent, Randall Robinson, has written a manifesto— The Debe: Whar America Owes ta
Blacks—which is a model of whar is wrong with the teparations cause. Anti-white sentiments and anti-American feelings
leap out from every page of Robinson’s book including a chapter devoted to praising Fidel Castro, one .of the world’s
longest surviving and most sadistic dictators. A thapsody for Fidel Castro’s Marxist police state would seem a bizarre irrel-
evance to a book on reparations for American blacks, except that for Robinson, Castro is a quintessential victim of
American “oppression,” and therefore 2 hero regardless of his crimes. '

In the eyes of Randall Robinson, Thomas Jefferson, the author ofthe d&;ciar’a;t.ivqn that “all men are created equal,” was

merely “2 slave owner, a racist and—if one Aaccepts that consent cannot be given if it cannor be denjed—a rapist.”

" “Dioes not the continued un-remarked American deification of Jefferson tell us.all haw profoundly contemptuous of black

rermainst” . ]
chind the reparations idea is, finally; an irrational fear and hatred of America, It is about halding Amerfca respo-nsible
for every negative facer of black existence, as thongh America wer God, and God had failed. Above all, it is about
denying the gifr America has given to all of its citizens, black'ss well aswhite, through the inspired genius of its founding.

f

dalliance with Sally Hemings, which may or mdy not have been unwilling {consent cbviously can be given even if it can-
not be denied). For it is the words Thomas Jeferson wrote—all men aze created equal™—(words that white Americans
died for) that accomplished what no black African did: they set Randall Robinson's ancestors free,

For all Americas faults, African Ameticans have an enormous stake in America and in the heritage individuals like Thomas
Jefferson helped to create: To denigrate Jefferson is o denigrate themselves. The heritage enshrined in the American found-
ing and the institutions and ideas to whicly it gave rise, is what is really under attack in the reparations movement. This assault
on America, led by racial separatists and the political left, s not only an actack on white Americans, but on all Americans—
and on Aftican Aemericans especially. - '

: - : Includes:
America’s black citizens ate the richest and most privileged black people
alive—a bounry that is a direct result of the heritage that is under assault. “The Death of
- The American idea needs the support of its African-American citizens. the ClvIl Rights
Bur Aftican Americans also need the support of the American idea, Movement”
. . &

—David HoroWitz “10 Reasons Why

Reparations are

*Excerpied from The Death of the Ciuil Rights Movemens a Bad Idea”

by David Horowitz '

The Death of
thTewail Rights |
. Movement
N byl? Hotowit -

48 pp
$7.50

| www,front_,pagemagazine.com |
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N ome Affican-American leaders are calling for teparations to be paid to American hlacks hy, the rest;pgfzﬁnerlca—ﬂ, _

o ~{(Rolbirisorcly referriny to Jeffisdhisiaffait with hivslive Sally Mérmings.y In Robiason's view: thé fact thar Ameridans Still -
* honor the author of the Declaration of Independence makes his' personal sins.into archerypes that define America itselfi-

" sensibilities, American society persists in being? How decply, stubbornly, poisonously racist our society to this day

This hatred for Ametica blinds Robinson—and those who think lile him—to a truth fr more imporant than Jeﬁ"erson’s: *
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How Many Divisions Hath the Pope?
Communist China Trashes Its Catholics

by Mark Tooley

he Chinese government

decided to usher in the

Christmas season by dynamit-
ing hundreds of churches and tem-
ples. “The illegal activities in these
illegal buildings do harm to the peo-
ple,” a government spokesmman
explained about the December
demolitions. “They just encourage
these superstitious activities.” In
other words, “Merry Christmas
from your communist government!”

At least 200 churches
werg blown up, and another
200 were shut down, mostly in
southeast China near the city
of  Wenzhou. Although
Foreign Affairs Ministry offi-
cial laheled the demolitions a
local initiative, he added:
*“This could be a good exam-
ple for other cities,” Many of
the destroyed churches were
linked to the underground
Catholic church, which recog-
nizes the Pope and not the
Chinese Politburo as its
leader.

Christmas apparently
is & traditional time for gov-
ernment crack-downg against
“upofficial” religious sects in
China. But this latest assauit
on religion, especially on
Roman Catholicism, may be
part of a larger spiritusl battle
between the Vatican and
Beijing.

That battle was dramatically ilhis-
trated by rival ceremonies in Oclober. The
contrast was stark. Dwuring its annual

National Day on Getober 1—a holiday hon-

oring the Boxer Rebellion—the communist
Chinese celebrated the 51st anniversary of
their party’s bloody take-over, with all the
mechanized armament and robotic pomp
that only Marxist governments can orga-
nize. On the same day, half a world away,
the Pope canonized 87 Chinese Christian
and 33 Western missionaries who wsre mar-
tyred for their faith, most of them massa-
ered during the anti-Western Boxer
Rebellion a century ago.

The tival cersmoniss are no coinci-
dence. In fact, the Vatican and China’s
Communist leaders are now engaged in a
new round of spiritual war for the souls of
China’s Catholic believers. And if racent
history is a guide, the successor to St. Peter
is likely at least to hold hisown in a struggle
againsl the successors ta Mao,

The flash point came when China's
government denounced the Vatican cere-
mony as a “grave affront to the nation.”
The Chinese State Administration of
Religicus Affairs described the saints hon-
ored as criminals and agents of imperialism
guilty of “monstrous crimes” apainst the
Chinese people. And the Pope was honor-
ing them on a communist holy day, in a
deliberate insult to the People’s Republic,
whose leaders see the murderous Boxers as
early champions of the proletariat,

A Chinese Foreign Ministry official
was even more vitriolic, clajming that most
of the alleged martyrs were “executed” for
violating Chiness law or “bullying” the
Chinese people. “The sanctification of such
people distorts truth and history, beautifies
imperialism and slanders the peace-loving

Chinese people,” With no trace of irony, the
Chinese spgkesmen decried the slain mar-
tyrs as “ewlikdoing sinners,” and lamented
the lack of repentance by the imperialist
Vatican. More remarkably, spckesmen for
China’s “official” churches echoed these
harsh statements from Chinese communist
officials, These church leaders participated
in the Patrictic Day celebration in Beijing
as representatives of the government-con-
trolled Chira Christian Council (for
Protestants) and the Chinese Patriotic
Catholic Association, The latter organiza-
tion professes to be Raoman Catholic,

Pore jOHN‘P..AUL I

although it maintains no ties with the
Vatjcan, acknowledging China’s communist
rylers instead of the, I’bpe as the supreme
authority over the church,,

The leader of the' G&thollc Patriotic
Association was not subt;e in his critique of
the Pope. “Choosing [OLlober 1] to canon-
ize the so-called saints is an open insult and
humiljation against Chinese Catholic
adherents,”
Bishop Michael Fu Tieshan, He called some
of the martyrs “henchmen” guilty of
“crimes” againsi the Chinesc people.
“Today is a holiday that marks the libera-
tion of the Chinese nation from imperial
and colonial invasion and robbery,” Fu was
ameng 120 Patriotic Association bishops,
priests, monks and nuns who attended the
flag-raising ceremony in Tiananmen Square
to celebrate communism’s take-over of
their country.

Later in the day, Bishop Fu presided
over a special mass commemorating the
anniversary of Mao’s victory. “We are here
with a speclal purpose to celebrate the
growth. of the Chinese Catholic Church
over the past five decades which has been
Iree from ¢ontrol and interference from for-
eign forces.” He pronounced his indigna-
tion that the Vatican would resort to “dis-
tortion and tampering” of history by glori-
fying imperialism.

“The sacred Cathelic Church has
been taken advantage of by the imperialists
and colonialists in history te cavac wemen-
dous tranma te the Chinese people,” the
bishop solemunly intoned. “But the Chinese
Catholics have over the past 50 ysars
regained the confidence of the Chinese
people for our consistent adherence to the
policy of self-administration of religious
affairs,”

Meanwhile, back in Rome at the

intoned Patriotic Catholic

canonization rite, the Pope spoke especially
movingly of a 14-year-old Chinese girl dur-
ing the Boxer rebellion who “resisted the
executioners’ threats” that she would die
miserably unless she denounced her faith.
Rather than deny her God, she “prepared
lor decapitation” and “cried with a radiant
face: 'The door of heaven is open to ail,”™
The canonizations took place on a feast day
traditionally reserved for honoring mission-
ary activity.

These who watch human rights in
China were left wondering what kind of
religious leader, even g flunky of his gov-
ernment, would deecry any
honor accorded a martyred
teen-ager, no matter the cir-
cumstances? Yet the state-
controlled churches in China
have never had qualms about
defending  atrocities and
repression aimed at their sup-
posed brothers and sisters in
the faith, whether. historic or
current, The Catholje
Patriotic Association has been
particularly egregious in ils
efforts to cotpt religious senti-
ment and channel it into forms
acceptable to the government
while using its alleged author-
ity to help in the persecution
of practitioners of the true
faith. Protestants typically do
not have a'centralized author-
ity by which they define their
religious identity, Roman
Catholics by definition recog-
nize the Pope as the supreme
head of their church., Catholic teaching
makes clear thal to deny the Pope’s author-
ity-is to be in schism, In addition o con-
structing a flimsy Potemkin Village version
of Catholicisiz, China’s Catholic Patriotic
Association makes no effort to hide its hos-
tility to the Vatican, .

: The Politburo, rather ¥han the
Apostollc Succession, is the Association's
guide. Patriotic doctrine and ritual try to
replicate Catholic doctrine when possible.
But when church teacliings are contradicted
by communist pelicies, such as a mandatory
one-child per family law and coerced abor-
tion, the Catholic Palriotic Association
must side with communist policies against
the church. -

Several bishops, hundreds of priests,
and countless lay people from the under-
ground (“reat™) Catholic Church centinue
to be arrested for their fidelity to Rome and
to the Pope's teachings, partieniarly those
involving human freedom and responsibili-
ty. Bven attending & mass at an "unofficial”
church can incur severe fines, or worse,
Even se, by some estimates as many as 10
million Chinese belong to the underground
Catholic Church, while the government
claims 4 million belong tc the Catholic
Patriotic Association, Probably some
Chinese Catholics are active in both, either
from ignorance; self-interest or a desire for
rapprochement between the two. A few
Patriotic Catholics are publicly recognized
by the Pope. But many more in the under-
ground chureh, including Bishops and per-
haps a cardinal or two—have been accord-
ed secret stalus by Rome,

This distinction between the two
religious entities in China is not always
made in American media, some of which
will simply refer to Beijing’s prefates as the
“Catholic” lzadership ol China. According

APVWide World Phosto
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to the Connecticut-based Cardinal Kung
Foundation, which monitors Catholic per-
secution in China, 50 Patriotic Association
seminarians and priests are studying in 1.5,
seminaries, They receive full tuition and
rocm and board from these seminaries, as
part of a program conducted by the left-
wing Maryknoll Order. Some Patriotic
Association priests have even been given
full faculties in some U.S. Catholic dioceses,
U.5. Roman Catholic institutions, some-
times unknowingly, have given millions of
dollars to ministries in China under the con-
trol of the Patriotic Association. The
Cardinal Kung Foundation complains that
the underground church does not receive
similar support from the U.S.

Underground Catholics obvi-
‘ously are unable to appeal for sup-
pert in public. But official church
leaders are permitted to travel to the
U.S. and reap publicity and funding
for themselves. The aforementionsd
Bishop Fu, who heads the Catholic
Patrictic Association, led the Chinese
delegation to Ted Turner’s global
Millennium World Peace Summit of
Religicus and Spiritual Leaders al the
United Nations in August, With no
irace of irony, Fu spoke out in favor .
of maintaining religion’ “purity” and
defended China's “full religious free-
dom” in what he called a “golden
period” for religion in China.

But in a foreshadowing of his
truculent National Day remarks in
Beijing, Bishop Fu warned against
trampling over the sovereignty of
other countries in the “name of pro-
tecting religion and human rights,” in
an obvious reference to the busybod-
ies who are distressed over China’s
coptinuing persecution of religions
believers. And Fu excoriated people
who fished for fame and split the
motherland under the cloak of reli-
gion.

“MNow is the time when we
must go into action to end the tragedy
where religion is being desecrated, faked,
distorted and abuscd and restore religion to
its true features,” Fu declared. “It is also the
time that we should bring into piay our
moral and spiritual strength as religious
leaders and promote world peace.”

Ties That Bind

The Chirese government compelled
Chinese Catholics to cut their ties to the
Vatican in 1951, China has insisted that any
renewal of ties requires not only cuiting off
Taiwan, with which the Valican has main-
tained relations for decades, but also
repouncing any “interference in internal
Chinese affairs under the pretext of reli-
glon.” The pledge would mean, for exam-
pie, that the Pope could not appoint any
more Chinese bishops or ¢compe! chedience
to the edicts of Rome, In 1957 the Chinese
government created the Catholic Patriotic
Association, which has been ordaining its

own bishops since 1958. Thére are now .

close to 70 official bishops, along with 5,000
churches, 14 seminaries, 1,000 priests, and
2,000 nuns. The underground church, with
parallel structures, is also said to have an
equal number of bishops, clétgy and nuns,
and 10 seminaries, all of them acknowledg-
ing the Vatican’ authority, even if the lines
of communication are by necessity some-
fimes sporadic,

According to a 1999 letter Irom the
Catholic Patriotic Association, 60 of
China’s 110 official divceses then had bish-
ops. The rest functioned with diocesan
administrators, The letter encouraged dio-
ceses without a bishop to elect and ordain
one. Barly this year, the Patrictic
Asgoclation ordained Bve bishops at the
Immacutate Conception of Our Lady

Cathedral in Beijing.

It was the exact same day that the
Pope ordained 12 bishops in Rome.
According to a Vatican news agency, the
Patriotic Association had wanted originally
to ordain its own dozen bishops, in a direct
mirroring of the Vatican ceremony. The
news agency said that nine of the Chinese
candidates refused ordination when they
realized the ceremony was meant to direct-
ly compete with the Pope. Some Patriotic
clergy still are reluctant to directly insult
the Vatican, and no doubt more than a few
still harbor some disguised fidelity to the
Roman Catholic Church. But the Patriotic
Associglion subsequently found two others
who were willing to accept ordination. The

CHILDREN PLAY IN FRONT OF A CHURCH IN CHINA

Vati(:"m news agency sald. that this was a
“sign of the pressure which the government
is exercising on the Cﬁndlddtﬂb to accept the
ordination.” pN

Tpset with such :es_is,tance Chinese
Prime Minjster Zhu Rong]l called for
greater contral of all religions to “guaran-
tee political stability.” In & meeting with
directors of all local government religious
offices, Zhu wurned them that they must
“altentively study the Marxist concept of
religion and, based on the law, reinforce the
administration of religious affairs.”

Faithful to government policy, in
August Bishop Fu ordained four priests at
the Beijing cathedral. But reportedly half
the congregation. boycotied the ceremony.
And 14 priests daclined 1o co-officiate in
the ordination for reasons of “health.” So it
appears that the Catholic Patriotic
Association’s pretenses (o asthority are not
fully accepted even by its own communi-
cants, The Vatican called the ordinations a
“serlous violatjon of canonical discipline,”

The' rival ordinations and rival cere-
monies on communist China’s National Day
point «to a war of nerves between the
Vatican and Beijing, As Fides, the Vatican’s
official news apency, explained; *The can-
onization of the Chinese martyrs is a chal-
lenge to the courage of Beijing govern-
ment” to expand religious freedom. Vatican
spokesman Joaquir MNavarro-Vails emphat-
ically denied China’s allegation that the
martyrs were agenls of Western Imperial-
ism. “All of the missionary martyrs had a
deep love for China.” And he complained
that China had leveled “vague accusations”
against the martyrs without proof.

A day after the canonization,
Chinas official news agency published a

long article making specific accusations
against three of the Furopean martyrs. One
priest, for example, was accused of having
regularly deflowered local Chinese virgins
in his diocese. Another priest was accused
of supporting the opium trade, The Vatican
responded that the history of each martyr
had been carefully investigated, and all
were in fact “peaceful messengers of the
Gospel who loved the Chinese people and
were dedicated to serving them.”

Prior to the Vatican canonization,
Hong Kongs Catholics were warned by
Beijing to be low key in their celebrations,
Generally, the Honp Kong Catholics com-
plied, hosting quiet Masses, But China still
cancelled a scheduled visit by Hong Kong
Catholic groups to visit churches and
shrines in neighboring Guangdong
province. Reportedly Beifing was
apprehensive about letting Hong
Kong Catholics have contact with
mainland co-religionists. Not intimi-
dated, the Coadjutor Bishop of Hong
Keng defended the canonizations and
criticized Beijing’s angry response.
The bishop was subseguently
informed by the Catholic Fatriotic
Association that the Chinese govern-
ment “was highly displeased.”

Incompatible Catholics

The Chinese Foreign Ministry
also warned that the Vatican’
“provocalive” actions had “severely
damaged” the possibility for normal-
ized diplomatic relations, for which
there had been some progress over
the last year. Only in September, a
French cardinal, who is also an aide to
the Pape, visited Beijing to meet with
gdvernment and Patriotic Catholics.
But the day after the canonizations,

both the Catholic  Patriotic
Association and its opposite number,
the Protestant China Christian

Council, organized respective sym-
posia to reiterale their condemnations
cf the Vatican. They warned that
cvangelization in China would be impaired
by the reminder of Western imperialism.
And they alleged that the Valican was his-
torically in cahoots with foreign domination
of China, clting the Vatican's recognition of

the Jap'mese Manchu puppet govmnment

“during the 1930%.

During a European trip this sum-
mer, a spokesman for visiting Chinese
Prime Minister Zhu Rongji told reporters
that Beijing will never compromise with the
Vatican ovor control of Cathotics in Ching.
“The Chinese ecclesiastical situation is
based on a compatibility with historical and
national conditions,” she insisted, *“This
won't ever change.” The Catholic Patriotic
Association exists because of “the desire of
the mass of Chinese believers,”

Meanwhile, an editorial earlier this
year by the head of (he Vatican news service
peinted oul that China’s Communists have
martyred hundreds of Roman. Catholics. So
far the Pope has canonized only Chinese
martyrs killed prier to Maos triumph in
1949, he observed. “We must have the
courage to complete the list all the way, up
to the present day.” But he pointed out,
“This will require Beijing to allow accurate
investigation and to admit that the history of
the Church—and of freedom—belongs not
to the state alone, it is unjversal.”

China's communist leaders cannot be
cxpected to acknowledpe rival claims of
autherity or principles about universal
freedom. But thaijr half«century of rev- \xw
olutionary control is not likely to out- 6
last the millenmia-old Chuzeh of Rome. !
Mark Tooley works with the Institute for
Religion and Democracy in Washmgton,
DC.
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Supermarket Execs Face Indictment

ttorney General Jaynette Reynaud

announced today that the Justice

Department would seek indictments of
several executives of FoodSource, the third
largest supermarket chain in the United States.
At issue are charpes that FoodSource’s invento-
ry policies promote discrimination against
minorities.

The department began its investigation of the
relail food giant following a customers complaint that
there were no collard greens in the produce section of its
Whyte Clyfls, Connecticut store. Three years ago,
Watumba Mobutu, legal counsel for the Coalition Against
Discrimination in Everyday Lile (CADEL), stopped at
the store on his way home hoping lo pick up some collard
greens to make soup, Mobulu, who teaches business law in
the emerging majorities department at the Rocky Haven
campus of the National Law School, told Justice
Department officials that atthough he had not previously
shopped at the Whyte Clyffs store, he had assumed they
waotld be available there, as African Americans comprise
nearly 10% of the state’s population.

Mr. Mobutu teld investigators that when he had
asked 1o he direcied {o the soul food department he had
been iold there was none. Suspecting discrimination, he
demanded to speak io the manager, George Pesce, who
told him that in the enlire 14 years he had managed the
slore, no one had ever requested collard greens. He said
the manager told him that he had never even considered
stocking soul lood because the clientele in Whyte Clyffs
was almost exclusively Caucasian, with a tiny admixture of
Asians. Mr. Mobutu said he found Mr. Pesce’s statement
hard to believe, as soul [ood had entered the mainstream
and pained considerably in popularity since the sixiies, and
asked Mr. Pesce 1o order some for him just to sce if he
would do i,

According 1o sources within the Justice
Deparlment, My, Pesce said the preens were in the stove
the next day, but that Mz Mobutn wailed two weeks o
pick them up, by which lime they had wilted. He said Mr,
Mobutu had asked Lim Lo rcorder, promising to pick ap his
arder promptly, but this second order also wilted, When
tr. Mobuiu finally showed up to claim it, explaining that
he'd been sequestered while on jury duty, he asked Mr,
Pesce if be'd be willing to order for him one more lime.

The manager agreed, but when the third lot of col-
lard greens also had to be thrown out due to Mr, Maobutu's
faxness aboul picking it up, Mr. Pesce lold Mr, Mobutu that
he would not reorder for him again unless he agreed te pay
in advance. He said he would be happy Lo stock any item he
knew he could sell, but that he coutd not stock an ttem if he
knew in advance that no one would buy it.

Sourees say that M, Mobutu informed Mr, Pesce
that his refusaf to stock soul food could be interpreted as 4
violation of the Ethnie Courlesy Provision of the Federal
Code of Civil Conducl, and offered hir Ihe opportunity to
change his mind, but Mr. Pesce refused.

Justice Department records indicate that Mr,
Mobutu conlacted the FBI from a phone booth in the
FoodSource parking lot, and the investigation began that
evening.

by Judith Schumann Weizner

What began as a single complaint of ethnically
inspired discourtesy quickly escalated into an inguiry into
the policies and practices of FoodSource's parent compa-
ny, Manna Industries, Included in the expanded investiga-
tion were Manna president and CEQ Ken Manna, in
addition to FoodSource executives Percy Fleisch and
Herb Milch. Along with Mr Pesce, the three now face
indictment under Section 24 of the Federal Code of Civil
Condlue!,

Both Mr, Fleisch and Mr. Milch have stated that
while FoodSource managers have considerable latilude as

WaTuMBA NOBUTU

1o what Items they stock, the company encourages lhem
to sell ethnic items in neighborhoods where there is suffi-
cient demand, but does not define sufficient demand. Mr.
Fleisch is on record as having said that one request would
usually not be considered sulficient unless the person
making the request belonged to a proup that would be
likely to patronize FandSource in large numbers n Lhe
future, and that he supported Mr. Pesce’s decision because
Whyte Clyffs and the Surrounding arca have a statistical-
Iy nepligible African-Ameridan population. {There are
currently two other FoodSource? slores closer to lhe pre-
dominantly Afstean- Amc.nwn nmghbmhoods that stock
coflard greens, as well &S many .OIHEI' Jiems often referred
1o a5 soul lood.)

The preliminary Justice Dep'lrtmem repori,
leaked last week, indicales thal an anonymous witness,
present outside the room in which a mesting of
FoodSource's top executives took place, knew that ethnic
inventory was the topic under discussion. The witness is
expected to testify that he had heard Mr. Fleisch laugh
during the meeting, A second wilness is alse said 1o be
ready to tesiify that he heard “uproarious faughter” com-
ing from the room at the time the meeting was taking
place, although Mr, Fleisch is said to have explained that
the laughter ccourred when Mz Milch, who has been
known to boast about his record as a hockey goalie, flung
himsel{ across the conference (able in a vain attempt to

prevent a bowl of artificial sweetener from falling to the
floor.

The preliminary report concludes that uproart-
ous laughter did necur ol a meeting a! which soul food was
under discussion, and does sol accept the artificial sweet-
ener explanation, which the department’s seismic experts
say could not have accounted for the level or duration of
lnughter repistered on the security systern’s nolse sensors.
It also cites Mr. Fleisch for lack ol responsiveness because,
when asked why Mr, Milch’s attempt to retrieve a howl of
artificial sweelener would have caused “uproarious”
laughter, he answered, “You had (o be there,”

The outcome of the pending indictments is cru-
cial for FoedSource, which has already been cited twice
for minority-related irrepularities, A (hird negative out-
come would leave the company vulnerable to government
supervision if nal Lo a Juslice Department take-over,

Three years ago, lhe company was charged with
failuse to advertise in the fener City Gazene (ICG), o
Recky Haven publication with a pald circulation of 52,
Inner City Gazette brought its complaint under the
Equality of Nutrition Acl, alleging that the supermarket
chain’s advertising, policy denied the minorily commanity
cqual access to information about sales of nutritious foods
at FoodSource, FoodSource adverlising manager Thomas
Lebensmittel testified that he had told 10GY publisher
that it was agains! company pelicy to spend more than
$10,000 per month advertising in any publication with a
paid circulation under 19,000. In an administrative bear-
Ing belore the Foods Education Panel of the Departmenl
of Fundamental Nutrition, FoodSource was found to have
implemented a policy that elfectively ruled out advertis-
ing in local minorily publications, thereby denying vital
nutritional information to the minority population. The
company was [ined §12 million and ordered to subsidize
1CG for a period of nine years,

Last year, federal judge Norma Depp ordered 4
FoodSource store in New Jersey 1o pay $3 million (o the
Life’s Loltery Foundation for sclling potato chips to faner
city teens in violation of federal food safety standards for
minerity youngsters. The decision receivedTittle attention
outside the retail food industry beeanse it securred at the
same time as the verdict in the Lrial of fourteen top
Natienal Motors executlves for conspiracy lo commil
attempted murder. (The aute executives were convicled
of conspiracy to commit attempted murder for selling
vehicles which they knew could cause death in collisions
with bicycles.)

Il Mr. Pesce is found to bhave violated the
Elhnic Courtesy Provision of the Federal Code of Civil
Conduct by refusing 1o slock an ilem requcsted by 2
member of a minority &s defined under Paragraph 24.8
of the Federal Register of Protected Species, he could
face as much as 12 years in prisen and fines up o
$136,000. Messrs, Manna, Fleisch and Milch are facing
the same penallies for conspiracy io implement policles
resulting in failure to extend uncommon courtesy 10 a
member of an ethnic minority.

M1, Pesce could also be charged with the hate
crime of racially-based extortion stemming from his
insistence that Mr. Mobutu pay in advance for a "M"f
food enjoyed primarily by an ethnic or raciat 6
1zinority.
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