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S g; ;’g;g: Chapter 1 —The Yang di-Pertua Negeri

T1.—(1) There shall be a Yang di-Pertua Negeri of the yang
State, who shall be appointed by the Yang di-Pertuan SEeme,
Agong acting in his discretion but after consultation with e State,

the Chief Minister.

(2) The Yang di-Pertua Negeri shall be appointed for
& term of four years but may at any time resign his office
by writing under his hand addressed to the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong, and may be removed from office by the Yang
di-Pertuan Agong in pursuance of an address by the
Dewan Undangan Negeri supported by the votes of not
less than two-thirds of the total number of the members
thereof.

(3) The Yang di-Pertuan Agong, acting in his dis-
cretion but after consultation with the Chief Minister, may
appoint a person to exercise the functions of the Yang
di-Pertua Negeri during any period during which the Yang
di-Pertua Negeri is unable to do so himself owing to illness,
absence or any other cause; but no person shall be so
appointed unless he would be qualified to be appointed as
Yang di-Pertua Negeri.

(4) A person appointed under clause (3) may take the
place of the Yang di-Pertua Negeri as a member of the
Conference of Rulers during any period during which,
under that clause, he may exercise the functions of the
Yang di-Pertua Negeri.

2.—(1) A person who is not a citizen or is a citizen by Quatifica-
naturalization shall not be appointed as Yang di-Pertua é‘g‘;iﬁg&
Negeri, of Yang

; 2 di-Pertua

(2) The Yang di-Pertua Negeri shall not hold any Negeri.

office of profit and shall not actively engage in any com-

mercial enterprise.

*Except for Part VI — Transitional Provisions, all references to “Governor”,
“Supreme Council” and “Council WNegri” in the Constitition have now been
amended to read “Yang di-Pertua Negeri®, “Majlis Mesyuarat Kerajaan Negeri”
and “Dewan Undangan MNeperi” respectively by virtue of section 5 of the
Ordinance MNo. ¢ of 1976
See also Emergency (Federal Constitution and Constitution of Sarawak) Act,

1966 — Fed, Act 63/66,

1 See '(I[;‘a.b]e IV of the latest annual Index to Part IT of the Sarawak Government

azelte.



Sl Buint %3, The Legislature shall by law provide a Civil List
Gipers of the Yang di-Pertua Negeri, which shall be a charge on
Negeri.  and paid out of the Consolidated Fund and shall not be

diminished during his continuance in office.

Oath of 4, The Yang di-Pertua Negeri, and any person
Qee of  appointed under clause (3) of Article 1, shall before

di-Pertua  exercising his functions take and subscribe in the presence
Negeth.  of the Chief Justice or of a Judge of the High Court an
oath in the form set out in Part I of the Schedule.

Chapter 2 — Religion of Islam [ddded

Ord. 9761,
Rligion 48—(1) The Yang di-Pertuan Agong shall be the
of M- Head of the Religion of Islam in the State.

(2) The Dewan Undangan Negeri shall by law make
provision for regulating the Islamic religious affairs and
for constituting a Council to advise the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong in matters relating to the religion of Islam.

tChapter 3 — The Executive [Adm. Ord.
Ord. 9{76].

Executive 5. The executive authority of the State shall be vested
authority.  jn the Yang di-Pertua Negeri but executive functions may
by law be conferred on other persons.

The Mailis 6.—(1) There shall be a Majlis Mesyunarat Kerajaan

g;*;?ﬂa:;ﬁt Negeri to advise the Yang di-Pertua Negeri in the eXercise

Neseri  Of his functions.
.. [Beleted
Ord, 1]76].
1(3) The Mailis Mesyuarat Kerajaan Negeri shall be [sub.
appointed as follows, that is to say— Ord. 1[76].

(@) the Yang di-Pertua Negeri shall first appoint
as Chief Minister a member of the Dewan Undangan
Negeri who in his judgment is likely to command the
confidence of a majority of the members of the Dewan
Undangan Negeri; and

(b) he shall on the advice of the Chief Minister
appoint not more than eight nor less than four other
members from among the members of the Dewan
Undangan Negeri:

*8ee Civil List Ordinance, 1963 (Ord. No. 18/63 — Reprinted 1972) and Pen-
sions (Yang di-Pertua MNegeri Sarawsk) Ordinance, 1978 (Ord. Mo, 2/78).

t For Remuneration, Pensions and Gratuities of the Members of the Adminis-
tration and Members of Dewan Undangan Negeri — see Ord. No. 9/80.

+ See Table IV of the latest annual Index to Part 1I of the Sarawak Govern-
ment Gazerfe.
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Provided that if an appointment is made while the
Dewan Undangan Negeri is dissolved a person who was
a member of the last Dewan may be appointed but shall
not continue to hold office after the first sitting of the next
Dewan Undangan Negeri unless he is a member thereof.

{4) Notwithstanding anything in this Article, a person
who is a citizen by naturalization shall not be appointed
Chief Minister.

(5} The Chief Minister shall not hold any office of
profit and shall not actively engage in any commercial
enterprise.

(6) The Majlis Mesynarat Kerajaan Negeri shall be
collectively responsible to the Dewan Undangan Negeri.

7.—(1) If the Chief Minister ceases to command the Tenure of
confidence of a majority of the members of the Dewan members of
Undangan Negeri, then, unless at his request the Yang i
di-Pertua Negeri dissolves the Dewan Undangan Negeri, Kerajaan
the Chief Minister shall tender the resignation of the mem- Negeri.

‘%4}:6?]0;-&, bers of the Majlis Mesyuvarat Kerajaan Negeri.

(2) A member of the Majlis Mesyuarat Kerajaan

Negeri may at any time resign his office by writing under

his hand addressed to the Yang di-Pertua Negeri, and a

[am. ord, ember of the Majlis Mesyuarat Kerajaan Negeri other
2165, than the Chief Minister shall also vacate his office if his
appointment thereto is revoked by the Yang di-Pertua

1.‘N&a:gf::ri acting in accordance with the advice of the Chief

inister.

(3) Subject to clauses (1} and (2}, a member of the

Majlis Mesyuarat Kerajaan Negeri other than the Chief

[dm ord. Minister shall hold office at the Yang di-Pertua Negeri’s
8/63). pleasure. ;

[4dded Ta—(1) The Yang di-Pertua Negeri shall on the Assistant

Ord.- 1176l advice of the Chief Minister appoint not more than nine Ministers.
Assistant Ministers from among the members of the
Dewan Undangan Negeri but the Assistant Ministers so
appointed shall not be members of the Majlis Mesyunarat
Kerajaan Negeri:

Provided that if an appointment is made while the
Dewan Undangan Negeri is dissolved a person who was
a member of the last Dewan may be appointed but shall
not continue to hold office after the first sitting of the next
Dewan Undangan Negeri unless he is a member thereof.



{2) Assistant Ministers shall assist the Chief Minister
and Ministers in the discharge of their duties and functions.

(3) The provisions of clauses (2) and (3} of Article 7
and Article 8 shall apply to Assistant Ministers as they
apply to members of the Majlis Mesyuarat Kerajaan Negeri.

i 2o 8. Before a member of the Majlis Mesyuarat Kera-
Mailis jaan Negeri exercises the functions of his office he shall
Mesynarat take and subscribe in the presence of the Yang di-Pertua

Negeri,  INegeri the oath set out in Part IT of the Schedule.

e"&fllocl;téwfll #9—(1) The Yang di-Pertua Negeri may, in accord-
‘;nﬁ{’pfg“" ance with the advice of the Chief Minister, assign to a
sion regard-member of the Majlis Mesyuar'*t Kerajaan Negen respon-
ingprivate Gihility for any business of the government of the State
interests.  including the administration of any department of govern-
ment, and any member of the Majlis Mesyuarat Kerajaan
Negcrl to whom such responmblhw is assigned shall be pim. o

styled “Minister™. #1651,

(2} A member of the Majlis Mesynarat Kerajaan
Negeri shall not engage in any trade, business or profession
connected with any subject or department of government
for which he is responsible and shall not, so long as he is
engaged in any trade, business or profession, take part in
any decision of the Majlis Mesynarat Kerajaan Negeri
relating to that trade, business or profession or in any
decision likely to affect his pecuniary interests therein.

Yang 10.—(1) In the exercise of his functions under this

dl;ig{“a Constitution or any other law, or as a member of the

to act on Conference of Rulers, the Yang di-Pertua Negeri shall act

advice. in accordance with the advice of the Majlis Mesyuarat
Kerajaan Negeri or of a member thereof acting under the
general authority of the Majlis, except as otherwise pro-
vided by the Federal Constitution or this Constitution; but
shall be entitled, at his request, to any information con-
cerning the government of the State which is available to
the Majlis Mesyuarat Kerajaan Negeri.

(2) The Yang di-Pertua Negeri may act in his dis-
cretion in the performance of the following functions—

{a) the appointment of a Chief Minister;

(b) the withholding of consent to a request for the
dissolution of the Dewan Undangan Negeri.

* See Table IV of the latest annual Index to Part II of the Sarawak Govern-
ment Gazette,



m, Ord.
To)

LAm. Ord.
/651
[Deleted

Ord. 9/ 68].

[Relettered

Ord. 9]68).

[Dealeted

Ord. #[68].
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(3) The Legislature may by law make provision for
requiring the Yang di-Pertua Negeri to act after consulta-
tion with, or on the recommendation of, any person or
body of persons other than the Majlis Mesyuarat Kerajaan
Negeri in the exercise of any of his functions except—

{a) functions, exercisable in his discretion; and

(b) functions with respect to the exercise of which
provision is made in the Federal Constitution or any
other Article of this Constitution.

*11. The offices of State Secretary, State Attorney- Appoint-
General and State Financial Secretary are hereby consti- g d
tuted, and appointments thereto shall be made by the Seerctary,
Yang di-Pertua Negeri acting in accordance with the advice i‘ftfﬁ.m,_
of the Chief Minister, who shall select for appointment a General
person whose name is included in a list submitted for the 234 State
purpose by the Commission and shall, before tendering his Secretary.

advice, consult the Government of the Federation.
Chapter 4 — Capacity as respects properiy,
contracty and suits

12.—(1) The State shall have power to acquire, hold Capacity of
and dispose of property of any kind and to make contracts, S &

respects
(2} The State may sue and be sued. bt
and suits

PART II

tTHE LEGISLATURE

13. The Legislature of the State shall consist of the consi-
Yang di-Pertua Negeri and one House, to be known as futionel |
the Dewan Undangan Negeri. R

14.—(1) The Dewan Undangan WNegeri shall consist composi-

Bl== tion of
Undangan
(a) the Speaker; and : g:;ar?
Vi S

{h) such number of elected members as the Legis-
lature may by law prescribe, elected in such manner
as may be provided by Federal or State law;

{ ] ST
L e Y

* See Table IV of the latest annual Index to Part IT of the Sarawak Govern-
ment Gazette.

t For Remuneration, Pepsions and Gratuities of Members of the Administration
and Members of Dewan Undangan Negeri — see Ord. MNo. 9/80.



The .
Speaker,

Qualifica-
tions of
members.

(2) Until the Legislature otherwise prescribes the nuln-{;f‘;‘é]om'
ber of elected members shall be forty-eight. ;

#15—(1) The Speaker shall be appointed by the Yang [Sub. Ord.
di-Pertua Negeri acting in his discretion after consultation /%
with the Chief Minister from among persons who either
are members, or qualified to be elected as elected mem-
bers, of the Dewan Undangan Negeri under Article 16.

(2) The Speaker shall hold office for such period as
may be specified in the instrument by which he is
appointed, but shall vacate his office—

(a) if he resigns it by writing under his hand
addressed to the Yang di-Pertua Negeri: or

() if he becomes disqualified for election as an am. ord,
elected member of the Dewan Undangan Negeri. 9165,

1(3) Any question whether a person is qualified to be
appointed as Speaker shall be determined by the Yang
di-Pertua Negeri, acting in his discretion, whose decision
shall be final.

(4) During any absence of the Speaker, or any period [am. ord.
during which the Speaker is unable for any reason to %/64.
exercise his functions, or any vacancy in the office of
Speaker such member of the Dewan as may be determined
by the Standing Orders of the Dewan shall act as Speaker.

$(5) The Legislature shall by law provide for the re-
muneration of the Speaker, and the remuneration so
provided shall be a charge on and paid out of the Con-
solidated Fund, and shall not be diminished as respects any
holder of the office of Speaker after his appointment.

16. Every citizen of or over the age of twenty-one
years who is resident in the State is qualified to be elected
as an elected member of the Dewan Undangan Negeri, .
unless he is disqualified for being such a member by the g,
Federal Constitution or this Constitution or by any such
law as i1s mentioned in Article 17.

# See Table TV of the latest annuwal Index to Part I of the Sarawak Govern-
ment Gazeite.

T See subsections (4) and () of section 10 of the Eighth Schedule to the Federal
Constitution as amended by F. Aet ASI4.

+ For Remuneration, Pension and Gratuity of the Spesker — see Ord, Mo, 9/80.
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17.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Article, a

person is disqualified for being elected as an elected mem-

[Ane. Ord.
s ber

LAz Ord.
9(76].

[Deleted
Ord. 2f68].

of the Dewan Undangan Negeri if—

(¢) he is and has been found or declared to be of
unsound mind;

(b) he is an undischarged bankrupt;

(¢) he holds an office of profit other than that of
a Native Chief; '

{d) having been nominated for election to either
House of Parliament or to the Dewan Undangan
Negeri, or having acted as election agent to a person
so nominated, he has failed to lodge any return of
election expenses required by law within the time and
in the manner so required;

(e) he has been convicted of an offence by a Court
of law in any part of the Federation and sentenced
to imprisonment for a term of not less than one year
or to a fine of not less than two thousand dollars and
has not received a free pardon in respect thereof;

(fy he is disqualified under any law relating to
offences in connection with elections to either House
of Parliament or to the Dewan Undangan Negeri by
reason of having been convicted of such an offence,
or having in proceedings relating to such an election
been proved guilty of an act constituting such an
offence; or

(g) he has voluntarily acquired citizenship of, or
exercised rights of citizenship in, any country outside
the Federation or has made a declaration of allegiance
to any country outside the Federation.

1
(3) The disqualification of a person under paragraph

(d) or paragraph (e) of clause (1) may be removed by the
Yang di-Pertua Negeri and shall, if not so removed, cease
at the end of the period of five years beginning with the
date on which the return mentioned in paragraph (d) of
that clanse was required to be lodged, or, as the case may
be, the date on which the person convicted as mentioned in
paragraph (¢) of that clause was released from custody,
or the date on which the fine mentioned in that paragraph
was imposed; and a person shall not be disqualified under
paragraph (g) of clause (1) by reason only of anything done
by him before he became a citizen.

[Deleted
Ord. 9[76].

1

Disqualifi-
cationg for
member-
ship,



Tenure of
seats of
members.

Decision
as to dis-
qualifica-
tiom.

Penalty
for un-
qualified
person
si‘ﬂﬁi or
voting in
the Dewan
Undanzan
MNegeri.

18.—(1) Every elected member of the Dewan Un- %{% Ord.
dangan Negeri shall vacate his seat in the Dewan on a” o>
dissolution of the Dewan.

(2) An elected member shall also vacate his seat in [dm. Ord.
the Dewan if— 9168].

(@) he ceases to be qualified for election as such
a member of the Dewan; -

(b) he resigns his seat by writing under his hand
addressed to the Speaker;

(c) he is absent without the leave of the Speaker
from every sitting of the Dewan for three consecutive

meetings; or

Jeted
(s et .

(3) For the purposes of paragraph (¢) of clause (2),
“meeting” means any sitting or sittings of the Dewan com-
mencing when the Dewan first meets after being sum-
moned at any time and terminating when the Dewan is
adjourned sine die or at the conclusion of a Session.

(s [Delered
Ord. 9{68.

19. If any question arises whether the Speaker or a
member of the Dewan Undangan Negeri has ceased to be
qualified for appointment or election as such, the decision
of the Dewan shall be taken and shall be final:

Provided that this Article shall not be taken to prevent
the practice of the Dewan postponing a decision in order
to allow for the taking or determination of any proceedings
that may affect the decision (including proceedings for the
removal of the disqualification).

20. Any person who sits or votes in the Dewan Un-
dangan Negeri, knowing or having reasonable ground for
knowing that he is not entitled to do so, shall be liable to
a penalty not exceeding two hundred dollars for each day
on which he so sits or votes, which penalty shall be recover-
able as a civil debt in the High Court at the suit of the

State Attorney-General. B



[Added
Ord. /681
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*21.—(1) The Yang di-Pertua Negeri may from time sum-
to time summon the Dewan Undangan Negeri, and shall oniee,
: A cation
not allow six months to elapse between the last sittingand disso-
in one session and the date appointed for its first sitting ltion of

in next session. Undangan
. i Negeri.
(2) The Yang di-Pertua Negeri may prorogue or

dissolve the Dewan Undangan Negeri.

(3) The Dewan Undangan Negeri shall, unless sooner
dissolved, continue for five years from the date of its first
sitting and shall then stand dissolved.

(34) Notwithstanding the provisions of clause (3) of
Article 21 of the Constitution, the Dewan Undangan
Negeri existing at the date of commencement of the

Act No. 27 Federal Constitution (Amendment) Act, 19687, shall not

of 1968,

[Am. Ord.
2/68],

[Am. Grd.
268,

[Added
Ord. I[76]

be subject to the prescribed period of five years for it to

stand dissolved but shall stand dissolved on the date on

which the Federal Parliament is next dissolved or next

iands dissolved after the date of commencement of that
ct.

(4) Whenever the Dewan Undangan Negeri is dis-
solved, a general election shall be held within ninety days
from the date of the dissolution and the new Dewan
Undangan Negeri shall be summoned to meet on a date
not later than one hundred and twenty days from that date.

(5) Whenever the seat of an elected member has
become vacant for any reason other than a dissolution, the
vacancy shall, within ninety days from the date on which
it is established that there is a vacancy, be filled by election
in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution.

22, The Speaker shall before exercising the functions Oaths of
of his office take and subscribe before the Yang di-Pertua SPeaker
Negeri the oath set out in Part III of the Schedule and bers.
every member of the Dewan Undangan Negeri shall before
taking his seat take and subscribe the said oath before the

Speaker.
224, In every case in which an oath is prescribed Afrmation

under this Constitution an affirmation may be made instead 223
of an oath, instoad
o 0ath.

*The Minth Dewszn Undangan Negeri was dissolved w.ef. 11th August, 1979 —
see Swhk, LN, 51/79.

The First Meeting of the First Session of Tenth Dewan Undangan Negeri was
summoned on 4th December, 1979 — gee Swh. LN, 66/79,

1 Date of commencement of Act No. 27 of 1968 — 991568,
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%;*}‘?g{::z 23. The Yang di-Pertua Negeri may address the
Gi-Pertna  Dewan Undangan Negeri and may send messages thereto.

Megeri.
Fomad #24.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitu-
Undanean tion, the Dewan Undangan Negeri shall regulate its own

Negeri.  procedure and may make Standing Orders for that purpose.

(2) The Dewan Undangan Negeri shall not be dis-
qualified for the transaction of business by reason of any
vacancy in its membership, and the presence or participa-
tion of any person not entitled to be present or to parti-

_cipate shall not invalidate any proceedings.

(3) Subject to clauses (5) and (6) and to clause (2) of
Article 41, the Dewan Undangan Negeri shall, if not
unanimous, take its decision by a simple majority of mem-
bers voting; and the Speaker or member presiding shall
cast a vote whenever necessary to avoid an equality of
votes but shall not vote in any other case.

{(4) Members absent from the Dewan Undangan
Negeri shall not be allowed to vote.

(5) The Standing Orders of the Dewan Undangan
Negeri may provide, as respects any decision relating to ifs
proceedings, that it shall not be made except by a specified
majority or by a specified number of votes.
6o Eﬁé{zﬁ‘f‘; L
(7) No Bill or amendment involving expenditure from
the Consolidated Fund may be introduced or moved in the
Dewan Undangan Negeri except by a member of the Mailis
Mesyuarat Kerajaan Negeri. -

{8) For a period of ten years after Malaysia Day, and
thereafter until the Legislature by law otherwise provides,
all proceedings in the Dewan may be in the English
language and, subject to the Standing Orders of the
Dewan Undangan Negeri, members may use any Native
language in addressing the Dewan.

(9) Tf objection is taken by any member present that
there are present (besides the Speaker or member pre-
siding) fewer than one-third of the total number of mem-
bers and after such interval as may be prescribed in the
Standing Orders of the Dewan, the person presiding
ascertains that the number of members present is still less
than one-third of the total number of members, he shall
thereupon adjourn the Dewan.

# Standing Orders of the Dewan Ulgdangan Megeri were made wef. 24th
Febroary, 1964 pursuant to a resolution of the Dewan.



