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#1 & #2 
 

 
Home - Overview - Treasure Talks - Object Checklist (Current) - Credits 
Exhibition Sections: Top Treasures - Memory - Reason - Imagination

 

Samuel F. B. Morse 

 
Unattributed 

Samuel F. B. Morse 
Sixth-plate copy daguerreotype, ca. 1845 

Prints & Photographs Division 
Gift/purchase from Marian S. Carson, 1997  

 
Samuel Finley Breese Morse (1791-1872) 

"Photography notebook" 
Page 2 - Page 3 

Holograph bound notebook, ca. 1840 
Manuscript Division 

Gift, 1922 (125A, 123.11) 

In March 1839, artist and inventor Samuel F. B. 
Morse traveled to Paris to promote his latest 
invention, the telegraph. On this trip, Morse met 
with Louis Jacques Mandé Daguerre, inventor of 
the "daguerreotype," one of the earliest 
photographic processes. Morse was the first 
American to see examples of this new art form. 
After returning from abroad, Morse 
experimented with the process, made early 
portraits, and taught others in the art. His 
notebook records his photographic experiments--
both his successes and failures.  

  

 
Home - Overview - Treasure Talks - Object Checklist (Current) - Credits 
Exhibition Sections: Top Treasures - Memory - Reason - Imagination 

Exhibitions Home Page - Library of Congress Home Page
 

Library of Congress
Contact Us ( April 2, 2003 ) 
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Samuel F. B. Morse Preview 

 
Page 1 of 6  
Next Page . . . Previous Page  

 
 

 

Color Sketch of a Railway Telegraph Signal by Samuel F. B. Morse, 1838  

In 1838, six years before his telegraph's first successful public demonstration, Morse was in Europe 
attempting to obtain a patent for a telegraph system that would indicate by sound the presence of a 
railroad train at any chosen point on the track. He was not successful and returned to the U.S. to continue 
work.  

The Papers of Samuel Finley Breese Morse 
Manuscript Division  

 
Jump to page: 
| 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6  

 
Morse Preview | Uniting A Nation
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The Library of Congress  

 
The Samuel F. B. Morse Papers at the Library of Congress 
Maps (Series: Miscellany) [Rights and Reproductions]  
Series Browse List | Morse Papers Home | Zoom View
 

 

 

 
Series Browse List | Morse Papers Home | Zoom View

 
American Memory | Search All Collections | Collection Finder | Learning Page  

 
The Library of Congress Contact Us   
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http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ammemrr.pl?title=%3ca+href%3d%22%2fammem%2fsfbmhtml%2fsfbmhome.html%22%3eThe+Samuel+F.+B.+Morse+Papers+at+the+Library+of+Congress%3c%2fa%3e&coll=mmorse&div=mss&agg=mmorse&default=ammem&dir=ammem
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/sfbmhtml/sfbmFolder6.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/sfbmhtml/sfbmhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/map_item.pl?data=/mss/mmorse/071/071004/0001d.sid&style=mmorse&itemLink=/ammem/sfbmhtml/sfbmFolder6.html&title=Maps%20(Series%3a%20Miscellany)%20
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/sfbmhtml/sfbmFolder6.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/sfbmhtml/sfbmhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/map_item.pl?data=/mss/mmorse/071/071004/0001d.sid&style=mmorse&itemLink=/ammem/sfbmhtml/sfbmFolder6.html&title=Maps%20(Series%3a%20Miscellany)%20
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ammemhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/mdbquery.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/finder.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/index.html
http://www.loc.gov/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/helpdesk/


#5 
 
 
The Library of Congress  

 
The Samuel F. B. Morse Papers at the Library of Congress 
Fragments of correspondence, Morse code tape, and posters (Series: Miscellany) [Rights and Reproductions]  
Series Browse List | Morse Papers Home | Higher Quality Image (JPEG - 1,466K) 
 

 

 

 
Series Browse List | Morse Papers Home | Higher Quality Image (JPEG - 1,466K) 

 
American Memory | Search All Collections | Collection Finder | Learning Page  
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List of Sources Used in this Activity 
Workshop 3 Life in a Box: Samuel F.B. Morse 

 
Fragments of correspondence, Morse code tape, and posters. Library of 

Congress, American Memory, The Samuel F. B. Morse Papers at the 
Library of Congress. 071/071003/0007. 

 
Maps, Telegraph Lines. Library of Congress, American Memory, The Samuel F. 

B. Morse Papers at the Library of Congress. 071/071004/0001d. 
 
Morse, S. (1838). Color Sketch of a Railway Telegraph Signal by Samuel F. B. 

Morse, 1838. Library of Congress, Samuel F. B. Morse, Preview. 
morse3a. 

 
Morse, S. (1840). "Photography notebook". Library of Congress Prints and 

Photographs Division, Exhibitions, Treasures, Reason. at0123.11s. 
 
(1845). Samuel F. B. Morse. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs 

Division, Exhibitions, Treasures, Reason. at0125as. 
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