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The Club was founded in 1911 as an unincorporated association - known then as University
of Queensland Football Club. In December 1987, the Club became an incorporated
association under the “Associations Incorporation Act 1981” with the name UNIVERSITY
OF QUEENSLAND FOOTBALL CLUB INCORPORATED. On 16" June 2010, the
Club changed its name to UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND RUGBY FOOTBALL
CLUB INC..

Since it was founded, the Club has seen many thousands of young men and women enjoy the
game of Rugby, make many friendships, and develop as individuals in an environment where
the tradition of Scientia ac Labore (by means of knowledge and hard work) is encouraged and
extolled. Over the years the Club has established a fine Rugby tradition of great camaraderie,
mateship, and enjoyment that has resulted in many successes on the playing field.

Many of the Club’s players have been rewarded with representative honours and many
have contributed further to the game of Rugby as Coaches, managers and administrators.
Known affectionately as “Uni”, “Varsity”, "the Students", and later “The Red Heavies”, we
are the most successful Brisbane Club with twenty-four First Grade Premierships. At least
two hundred and ten players have represented Queensland, and sixty-five have represented
Australia (nine as Captain).

This book tells the remarkable story of the Club’s first one hundred years in a chronological
account of the Club’s history. It captures the pride and spirit of this remarkable Club and
highlights and reveals a labyrinth of pioneers, administrators, good and generous characters,
modern heroes, and current champions.

It is a celebration of the Club and its contribution to the code in Queensland and Australia.
It delves into the past and brings from the fog of reminiscence memories of great games, great
players, and notable and humorous deeds. There is no doubt that for its members who have
toured or played at home, there will be much pride and pleasure in recalling the achievements
of this great Club over the past one hundred years.
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FOREWORDS

FOREWORD TO THE CENTENARY HISTORY
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

by Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce, AC
Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia

It is indeed a very good thing for Rugby Union that in all my
decades of cheering from the sidelines the ball has eluded me in
this great and gruelling contest for possession. Its spirit and force
in Australian life, however, have not.

As a student at The University of Queensland in the early 1960s, the UQ Rugby Club
competition calendar held considerable sway in the social diary of my regular cohort. The
weekend matches at (old) Ballymore, and the Balls and parties that inevitably followed, have left
me with a store of fond memories of my early courting days with Michael, warm and generous
friendships among young men and women alike, and altogether carefree, happy times.

It wasn’t much later that with three sons came more Rugby: at school, at university, and still
they and their father remain, shall I say, ‘executive pundits’ of this tremendous sport. I know
that they feel a national responsibility to ensure that I am properly informed in my role as
patron of the Australian Rugby Union and thus a worthy ambassador for a game so well
played and enjoyed by Australians and teams of our global friends.

In the Sixties and early Seventies, when I returned to The University of Queensland to teach
at the Law School, UQ Rugby featured once more, albeit through a different prism. Monday
morning classes during the football season were a brave and somewhat bruised parade of
weekend match injuries and a reliable sign of the strength of the competition. I recall the
calibre of some of those young players, on the field and in the lecture halls. I admired them
for their dedication to their sport, their camaraderie and impeccable sportmanship, and how
they carried these qualities into their personal and professional lives. Together, they went on
with a sport they had loved as boys; they followed and represented a fine university tradition;
and they were the proud face of the UQ Rugby Club.

I have felt honoured and touched this year to be invited by The University of Queensland to
take part in so many aspects of its centennial celebrations. The one hundred year milestone
is an extraordinary achievement for an academic institution that has in that time sustained its
standards of excellence, and continually renewed its influence and reach. It is also a mark of
the distinction and endurance of all of its integral and special parts. The UQ Rugby Club is

very much one of these.

The Club has not only stewarded and mentored generations of talented Rugby players, whom
I am delighted now include both genders; it has supported and complemented an outstanding
culture of learning and professionalism at The University of Queensland.

This engaging and important history is a wonderful affirmation of the Club’s past and
future.

z)m,(,wyw 4
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FOREWORD TO THE CENTENARY HISTORY
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

Her Excellency Ms Penelope Wensley AC
Governor of Queensland

As Governor of the State of Queensland, as a proud Alumnus of
the University of Queensland, as the sister and daughter of rugby
playing men, I am thrice delighted to be invited to contribute a foreword to this history of

the University of Queensland Rugby Union Club.

The venerable game of Rugby Union is deeply embedded in the life of the University of
Queensland, and for many young men, the easy camaraderie and skills forged at Club are
as valuable a part of their University memories as the qualifications for which they laboured
in lectures and tutorials. The culture of friendly competition, bounded by ethics of good
sportsmanship and the pursuit of excellence has characterised the Club both on and off the
field, and has complemented the University’s own motto of Scientia ac Labore, “by means of
knowledge and hard work”. The Club has proudly cultivated an atmosphere where excellence,
both on the field and in academic pursuits, is both encouraged and extolled, resulting in a
mutually beneficial relationship between the Club and the University for a century.

As Patron of Queensland Rugby Union, I acknowledge with pride and admiration the
Club’s record as the most successful Brisbane Club, having won 24 First Grade Premierships.
More than 210 Club players have represented Queensland and 65 have represented
Australia — 9 as Caprtain; a remarkable record, and one which has made an incalculable
contribution to the strength of the game in our State. Many more have contributed further to
the game of Rugby as Coaches, managers and administrators. The growth in player numbers
in recent years — including the wonderful admission of women players — is reassuring evidence
of the Club’s promise to continue its record of strong support for the development of the
game in Queensland.

I pay particular tribute to those who have volunteered their time as Committee members
and in other ways to the life of the Club, both on and off the field, over the past 100 years.
Whilst ably supported by professional staff and coaches, the special spirit of the Club has
emanated from the passion of its players and supporters, their commitment and dedication,
and their willingness to ‘pitch in’ and support the Club throughout the season. As one who
has cheered the Club from the sidelines, I know that passionate support has made a difference
at crucial moments of the game, and in this Centenary year, I hope for many such thrilling
victories, and that the Club will continue to honour its traditions as it builds the foundations
for another successful century of Rugby at the University of Queensland.

Jasie Hinty

Governor of Queensland
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CHANCELLOR JOHN STORY — FOREWORD

There is no such thing as a great University without great alumni,
and many of the almost 200,000 UQ graduates are nothing short of
brilliant. Their contributions cross almost every imaginable field of
endeavour. Indeed, some have reached the summit of their calling
by winning a Nobel Prize, receiving an Academy Award, leading a

Government — or even captaining the Wallabies.

The University of Queensland Rugby Football Club is one of UQ’s most venerable Clubs,
having produced many Australian and State representative players since its inception in 1911.
A century on, it upholds this tradition of excellence, and in 2010 provided the Reds with
seven players and the Wallabies with five.

Rugby players who represent UQ develop more than fitness and sportsmanship. Whether
competing in Intervarsity contests, tours or Club Rugby, undergraduates and graduates
engage with a variety of cultures, broaden their education, and expand their world view.

The University welcomes a diverse community of scholars, but will never lose sight of its roots
as The University of Queensland, and is proud that many highly-decorated alumni hailed
from rural and regional areas.

One of our great country-bred players is Jules Guerassimoff, who was born on 28th June
1940, ten days after his family arrived in Australia.

Jules’ grandfather, Ivan, was a White Russian who served in the Czar's army before shifting to
Siberia in the 1920s. The family later fled to China, then Canada, Japan and finally Australia.
Settling in Queensland, they grew cotton at Thangool and pawpaws and tomatoes at Yarwun.
After boarding at Rockhampton Grammar, Jules studied Agricultural Science (at Bachelor
and Master’s levels) at UQ, while living at St John’s College. Here he found Rugby Union
— and a legend was born. In 1962 Jules commenced a then-record run of 74 games for
Queensland; from 1963 to ’67 he represented the Wallabies; and during a 20-year First Grade
career he notched up more than 300 Club games.

Jules will forever be revered as one of the many UQ "Red Heavies" who bring honour to our
institution. Moreover, he was a classic all-rounder who won an Athletics Blue for being the
Queensland Javelin Champion in 1958, 1959 and 1960. He became President of the UQ
Sports Union in 1968 and was later made a Life Member.

No Club can be expected to produce more than one Jules Guerassimoff per millennium, but
the UQ Rugby Club has a pantheon of greats — and today, it is bound to be sculpting more
legends.

Congratulations to the UQ Rugby Football Club, as you take inspiration from the champions
of your first 100 years to launch into another century-long season of success.

Chancellor — The University of Queensland

. VII
:
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FOREWORD - MARK LOANE

(1979 Bledisloe Cup Winning Captain, Former Wallaby
Captain 1979 and 1982, Queensiand Captain 1976-79
and 1981-82, and 1979 University A Grade Premiership
Captain)

Since 1845 when students first wrote down the laws, Rugby has been a game for students.

The Universities of the world have been the wellspring for the survival and propagation of
the game.

The oldest Rugby Club in the world and arguably the oldest surviving football Club in any
code is the Dublin Football Club founded in1854.

Sydney University Rugby Club is the oldest in Australia, beginning in 1863 and Queensland
University Rugby Club is one of the oldest in this State, celebrating its centenary in 2011.

There has always been a special affinity between students and the physical game of Rugby.
Why this is so and remains so is a matter for conjecture.

Perhaps the exponents of Muscular Christianity were correct in that physical education,
particularly through Rugby, was important for the development of moral character in
intelligent young men.

Many young men from the University of Queensland Rugby Club have gone on to mould
and shape the world around them in a beneficial way after having learned to mould and shape
the nearest thing to them - their body.

Perhaps Plato was correct with his Greek ideal of the perfect mind in the perfect body - “Mens
sane in corpore sano.”

Perhaps also it has been the wholesome influence of older men upon younger men. I have
certainly benefitted from the example and influence of such men as Eric Anning, Bruce
Brown, Bob Templeton and Ken Donald. And perhaps it has been the chivalrous attitude
shown to wives, sisters and girlfriends, who have always felt secure and welcome at St Lucia.
It is no surprise that Women’s Rugby has found a home at the University of Queensland, a
place for daughters as well as sons.

The friendships started at Uni Rugby seem to be closely held on the journey through life. This
may have something to do with finding who you can trust to back you when you are at the
bottom of a ruck or under the high ball.

In the end to clearly define what makes student Rugby special is chimerical. You simply have
to do it. What follows is a comprehensive record of the last 100 years - particularly of those
who did it and those who allowed it to happen.

To all of them - thank you.

Mark Loane



PREFACE

Initially, sporting journalist Peter Meares was engaged to produce a book that would celebrate
the centenary of this Club. His brief required his development of material supplied to him by
many of the Club’s past and present members and supporters, including archival information
and other records in the possession of the Club, of those members and supporters, and
from other sources such as the Queensland Rugby Union. In doing so, Peter began with the
following remarks:

“Writing the history of one hundred years of a Club is a daunting task. A history has to be right;

you can’t just approximate. So it was with some trepidation that I set out to chronicle how
the people and the events of the past century have shaped this greatr Club, which has produced
nine Australian Captains, sixty-five Wallabies, over two hundred Queensland players, twenty-four
A Grade Rugby Premierships, and two A Grade Rugby League Premierships.

What makes the University of Queensland Rugby Club so special? How does an amateur sporting
Club attract twelve hundred people to a pre-Test luncheon? Why have so many given service to the
Club as players, Coaches, administrators and fundraisers?

10 borrow a quote from Peter Fenton’s marvellous poem, “The Running Game':

‘But it isn’t just the winning
Nor the scoring, nor the cheers
It the friendship and the memories
That last you through the years.”

There is a tangible spirit among the Red Heavies. Perbaps its because, in the old days at least, you
had to be studying at the University to play for the Club. Students worked hard at obtaining their
Degrees, played hard on the Rugby field, played even harder after the game, and lifelong friendships
were forged.

Times have changed. The game has turned professional and Wallabies and Reds players turn out
for their Club less frequently. As more students have part-time jobs and other commitments outside
Rugby, the Club ceases to be such a hub of their existence, certainly as far as entertainment goes. Yer
somehow it continues to attract young men and women who want to play the game, make friends,
and experience that special feeling of being a ‘Red Heavy.’

This book is more than a just an archive of results and statistics, its a testimony to the wonderful
spirit of the Club and the people, on and off the field, who have made it into a world-renowned
institution. It tells of the glory days, like the Golden Era of the Fifties and Sixties with eleven straight
Club Championships, the epic Grand Final matches of 79 and the hat-trick of Premierships from
1988 to 1990. It records how it took another 20 years to recapture the Hospitals Cup and Club
Championship to return to the top. It also details when Rugby went into hibernation for a decade
after World War 1 and the Forties, when the Club had to battle for a training venue, let alone
dressing-rooms. The toughest steel comes through the hottest fire and the tradition of University
Rugby has survived."

Peter’s draft for the book was completed and accepted, with Peter acknowledging the significant
assistance he received from Frank Mc Loughlin, who provided records and statistics from his
extensive personal records. However, during its production the popularity of the project grew
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beyond all expectations, and it became apparent that significant numbers of surviving Club
members and the families of past and forgotten players wished to make their contributions
to the completed history. Peter’s draft thus was to become the framework for an expanded
version of the book.

Accordingly, the Club Committee appointed John O’Hare and James Meaney as additional
authors. These former distinguished players and Club stalwarts, with wonderful support
from their family members, have devoted most of their time over the past three years to the
project. In doing so they have made very significant contributions to the expanded book.

Their untiring efforts were assisted by many of the Club’s past and present players, Coaches
and administrators. This combined effort has produced a chronicle of richness and depth as
it records the Club’s remarkable first hundred years.

Vincent | Creagh
Editor

John O'Hare Peter Meares James Meaney



CHAPTER 1

THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND HISTORY

Motto: Scientia ac Labore (Latin) "By means of knowledge and hard work."

HISTORY

The University of Queensland was established by an Act of the State Parliament on 10th
December 1909 to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of Queensland's separation from
the colony of New South Wales. On 16th April 1910 the Governor, Sir William MacGregor,
in becoming the first Chancellor of the University announced the members of the Senate,
and it is from this date that the University of Queensland is regarded as being founded. In
1911, eighty-three students commenced classes in three faculties — Arts, Engineering, and
Science. The former Governor’s residence, Old Government House, at the end of George
Street alongside the Queensland Parliament, became the administration and teaching facility
of the fledgling University. As the only University in Queensland, its growth mirrored the
tertiary educational demands of the State Government, State industry and commerce.

In 1927, the land on which the St Lucia campus now stands was resumed by the Brisbane
City Council using money donated by James O'Neil Mayne and his sister Mary Mayne

0ld Government House became The University of Queensland in December 1910
UQ Archives)
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The University of Queensland at George Street - 1930
(UQ Archives)

The University of Queensland from West End —
under construction in 1939
(UQ Archives)

to replace the less spacious city
campus. The former city campus
is now the Gardens Point campus
of the Queensland University of
Technology. Construction of the
new University began at St Lucia
in 1937. In 1939, fewer than two
thousand students were enrolled,
but by 1960 almost ten thousand
students were enrolled and studying
at a number of campuses.

The principal campus at St Lucia
became operational in 1948 when
the Forgan Smith Building was
formally opened. Classes began in
1949. With the expansion in its
teaching role the University also
grew its research capabilities and
in 1981 celebrated the award of
its one thousandth Doctorate of
Philosophy. In 1982, to further
develop its research funding
capacity, the University established
the University Foundation. Its
primary function is to grow a capital
fund and to channel its earnings
towards worthy researchers.

Aerial view of the Campus at St. Lucia - 1950

(Fryer Library)
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The Great Court at St Lucia - 1952 Aerial view of the Campus at St Lucia - 1970
(Fryer Library)

The Great Court and Steele Building - 1970
(Fryer Library)
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Today

The University of Queensland (UQ) is one of Australia’s premier learning and research
institutions. It is the oldest university in Queensland and has produced almost 197,000
graduates since opening in 1911. Its graduates have become leaders in all areas of society and
industry. The State of Queensland is truly proud of its principal university, in its role as a centre
of learning, as a major research institution, and its national and international recognition.
UQ has its main campus in the suburb of St Lucia in Brisbane. Its other campuses include
Ipswich, Gatton, Herston, South Brisbane, Turbot Street and Moggill.

UQ is one of the three Australian members of the global Universitas 21 alliance. This group
aims to enhance the quality of university outcomes through international benchmarking and
a joint venture e-learning project with The Thomson Corporation. UQ is a founding member
of the national Group of Eight (Go8) a coalition of leading Australian universities, intensive
in research and comprehensive in general and professional education. Collectively, Group of
Eight members account for 70 percent of all research income in Australia's university system,
enroll more than half of all higher Degree by research students, hold over 90 percent of US
patents for inventions, and generate 80 percent of spin-off companies created by Australian
universities. UQ Vice-Chancellor and President Professor Paul Greenfield AO is Chairman
of the Group of Eight.

UQ is a pacesetter in discovery and translational research across a broad spectrum of exciting
disciplines, ranging from bioscience and nanotechnology to mining, engineering, social
science and humanities. Its eight internationally significant research institutes are drawcards
for an ever-expanding community of scientists, researchers and commercialisation experts.
UQ is noted for supporting early- and mid-career researchers, as seen in its commitment
to research training; in 2010, UQ celebrated its 9000th PhD graduation. UQ currently
has 4039 Research Higher Degree students, including 3593 PhD students. In 2010, 534
Research Higher Degrees were awarded. UQ offers undergraduate and postgraduate programs
that are informed by the latest research and delivered in state-of-the-art learning spaces. Its
teachers have won more Australian Awards for University Teaching than any other Australian
university. Today, UQ has almost 44,000 students who study across its four main campuses
in southeast Queensland: St Lucia, Ipswich, Gatton and Herston. Staff and students from
more than 134 nations are valued in its multicultural community, which celebrates excellence
in all aspects of scholarship.

To further assist the research processes, the University has also established its commercial arm,
Uniquest Ltd, which actively develops applied research projects. Additionally, in conjunction
with its Alumni Association, the University provides further funds for its researchers.

The Senate

UQ is governed by a Senate which is representative of its stakeholders. Its composition in
2011 was:

Chancellor: Mr. John D Story; Vice-Chancellor: Professor Paul F Greenfield, AO; President of
the Academic Board: Professor Susan E Hamilton; Eight Members appointed by the Governor-
In-Council: Mrs. Judith Bell, Mr. Timothy B Crommelin, The Hon Justice Martin Daubney,
Mr. Philip Hennessy, Adjunct Professor Mary D Mahoney, AO (Deputy Chancellor), Mr.
Charlie Sartain, Mr. Kenneth ] Smith and Mrs. Isabel Tarrago; Three people appointed
by the Senate: Dr Jane Wilson, Mrs. Margaret Brown and Mr. Grant Murdoch; Elected
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Members- One Member of the Academic Board: Professor Fred D'Agostino; One Member of
the Academic staff of the University: Dr Andrew Bonnell; One Member of the General staff
of the University: Mr. Mark D Starkey; One postgraduate student: Mrs. Catherine Lawrence;
One undergraduate student: Mr. Brandon Carter; Three graduates of the University: Mr.
Denis ] Brosnan, The Hon Dr David Hamill AM, Ms Katherine Hirschfeld.

Executive Director (Operations) and University Secretary: Mr Maurie McNarn, AO;
Senate Executive Officer: Dr John Montgomery.

The St. Lucia Campus

At its centre is the heritage-listed Great Court — a 2.5 hectares (6.2 acres) open area
surrounded by sandstone buildings. The 274 acres (111 ha) of the entire campus also includes
sporting fields, gardens, ornamental ponds, and cycling tracks. The Athletics Centre features
21 floodlit tennis courts, an Olympic-standard swimming pool, a three-level gymnasium and
a multi-purpose indoor centre.

Academic activities, while central to university life, are supplemented by a wide range of
sporting and cultural activities offered by more than one hundred and fifty Clubs and
societies, including thirty-three sporting groups. Students need go no further than the St.
Lucia campus for these activities, as the University has extensive playing fields and indoor
sporting facilities situated within its boundaries.

The University's main building complex dominates the high ground in the centre of its site
bounded by a bend of the Brisbane River and the suburb of St.Lucia. The river flats mostly
comprise green playing fields set amid various landscapes including the Lakes, the rain forest
of the Woods, spreading trees, other clumps of bushland and gardens, latticed with tree-lined
roads and footpaths.

The hub of the campus, the University's Great Court, is enclosed by distinctive Helidon
sandstone buildings, linked by an arched cloister in the monastic style of the older European
universities. Sculpture adorns the sandstone, enriching the old world atmosphere. Notable
amongst the carvings are the Grotesques depicting both real and imagined characters, and
there are carvings of great scholars and thinkers of historical and cultural significance. Other
embellishments include the Coats of Arms of many of the world's universities.

Clustered around the classically influenced Great Court precinct are more modern buildings
providing a contrast of old and new, reflecting the broad spectrum of academic disciplines
they house, ranging from languages and philosophies of the ancient world to space age
technologies. Public access to many of the University's facilities is encouraged. For example,
the Anthropology, Antiquities, and Art museums receive many visitors each year.

Today the University's resource needs are complex and far reaching, so it has an extensive
range of support skills and services to meet academic requirements. The University Library,
the second-largest Library in Queensland, has - as well as its central library - sixteen branch
libraries serving specific disciplines such as law, architecture, music, engineering, and geology.
University support services also include a large computer centre, a language laboratory, and
a tertiary education institute (which conducts programs to improve the quality of teaching
and learning at the University).
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St. Lucia Campus and city view
(UQ Archives)

Great Court Cloisters
UQ Archives)

On the western and
southern  boundaries  of
the Campus are the ten
residential Colleges which
house about 2000 students,
a significant proportion of
the Campus population
during semester. ~ While
this Campus is situated
only  seven  kilometres
from the Brisbane CBD,
the city’s growing traffic
congestion  continues to
require innovative solutions
to permit the daily flow of
life to and from the UQ.
The University is served by
a CityCat wharf, two bus
stations, and is also served by
the Eleanor Schonell Bridge
providing pedestrian and
bus access across the river to
Dutton Park on the South
Brisbane side.

St Lucia Campus — 1988
(Fryer Library)
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THE UQRFC CLUBHOUSE

The Club is based at the University of Queensland St Lucia Campus and located on Sir
William Macgregor Drive.

The Club has a large two level Clubhouse overlooking the main field and athletics track. The
top floor features an entrance, a large function room adjoined by a covered viewing deck
overlooking the oval, and staff offices. The ground floor includes a players’ room, a medical
room, storage area, and exterior canteen.

The Club utilises three fields, all of which are flood-lit and located near the Clubhouse and
dressing rooms. Field 6 - corner of Sir Fred Schonell Drive and Sir William Macgregor
Drive), Field 5B - (Sir William Macgregor Drive next to the tennis Courts) and Field 5,

which is the main field (corner of Sir William Macgregor Drive and Campbell Road, inside
the UQ Athletics Track).

The Club also has the use of the 600 capacity grandstand and its four modern changing rooms,
located next to the Clubhouse. The grandstand also contains a medical room equipped to
stadium standards, as well as separate change rooms for Referees and touch judges.

Grandstand and Clubhouse from No 5 Oval Rugby Clubhouse and No 5 Oval - 2011 Flood
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CHAPTER 3

1911-1919

THE UQ FOOTBALL CLUB'S FORMATIVE YEARS

The University of Queensland was
established by Act of Parliament
in 1909 to commemorate the
fiftieth anniversary of Queensland’s
separation from NSW, but did not
open until 1911. At that time the
future St Lucia campus, situated about
seven kilometres from the centre of
Brisbane, only supported cattle and
native wildlife. It would be quite
some time before academics and their
students graced the picturesque site.
As the State Governor, Sir William
MacGregor was relocating to his new
residence, “Fernberg” at Rosalie, it
was in the old Government House at
the eastern end of George Street that
the University opened its doors in
1911. Eighty-three students enrolled
in three faculties - Arts, Engineering
and Science. The Sports Union was
formed, the first and best organised
of the undergraduate associations,
with Rugby Union one of the major
sports to be played by the University,
along with tennis, cricket, athletics
and rowing.

The game had officially begun in
Australia in 1863, with the formation
of the first Rugby Union Club at
Sydney University. Rugby reached
Queensland in 1880 when three
matches were played between the
Brisbane FC and the Wallaroos,
both teams having played Victorian
or Melbourne Rules prior to that.
Following the formation of the
Northern Rugby Football Union
in 1883 (prior to change of name
to the Queensland Rugby Union in
1893) the Greater Public Schools’

SBport at the University:

A meeting of the undergradustes of the
‘:Jl:hrnﬂlnd Universily was held last night
in the Common Rovm o initiste & miove
ment for the formation of & Sporte U'non.
Prodessr Gilmon, and about 50 undernra
dustes were presant. My, R Usssily wos
elected an cholrman, Mz H Mellor as
seirminry, end the following committess
were appointed | Urgan'mstion Conm tes
M. Dakin, Merars, Thompesn, Lioyd, snd
Wieen ; Urounds Comectuwe. Miss Plan:,
Mrearn, Folwron, Powe, snl Folman, The
Wuh-rommiTiers were instrucied to report
to a general mweling 1o b calind ot R
nar dabe, Viotes of thanks to Pofeass
Niben and the chalrman termnated the
M g,

The First Sports Union Meeting
The Brisbane Courier, Wednesday 5th April 1911, page 4

UNIVERSITY SPORTS UNION,

e e

1'I'_Ite second general meeting of the Queensiand
University Sports Undon was held in the Liives
sity Common Hoom on Batuniay night. About
00 wder-graduates were present, and Mr. R,
Caseddy occupicd the chair. ‘fhe secretary (Mr.
R. Melor) read a list of recommendativn-, wii b
had been prepared by the Urganisation Counnit-
lee, and all the propusals, with a few wiuends
ments, were adopted. The following oties-
bearers were appointed:—Patron, his Excelleney
the Governor; president, Mr. R, H. Ree, M.A;
vice-presideuts, Professors Bteele, Gileon,
Priestly, and Michie, and Moasrs, J. Wal-h, M. A,
and A. M. Hertzberg; secretary, Mr, R, Melor;
treasurer, Mi. R, Camsidy: ‘auditors, Mesna
O"Hagun and Flelding; chalrman of genceral come
mittee, Mr. N, Lloyd; general committee, Mia
Dakin, Miss Bevington, Messrs, FElliott, Thonps
son, Powe, Millar, Lewis, amd Meyer. At the
termination of the meeting a mecting of foot-
Lallers was held to elect officials for the fired
15, Mr. N. Llovd was clected captein, Mr. R.
Mellor viee-captain, and Messrs, Fllott and
Lewis selection committee, A match will he
Eln,wd on Wedneslay with the Boys' Grammar
chocl, to enable the wselection committee to
jndwe the stundard of the players, and to Jecida
n; tln lli;efgrarlu'tlm University team will enter,
A tennis four will compete in the ade {i

tures at Auchenflower. e i

The Second Sports Union Meeting, including
the Formation Of The UQ Football Club
The Brisbane Courier Tuesday 25th April 1911, page 2

1911-1919

9



IT’S MORE THAN A GAME...

Association of Queensland (GPS) switched in 1887 from the Melbourne Rules Game to
Rugby. Nudgee College, Brisbane Grammar, Ipswich Grammar, and Toowoomba Grammar
played against each other in the 1890s.

Nevertheless, Melbourne or Victorian Rules continues to be played, although it was losing
ground to Rugby at a steady rate. It was revived somewhat when the Queensland Football
League was formed in 1903. In April 1911, the Sports Union received a letter from the
Queensland Football League asking the University to play Australian Rules football. “Thank
you for the offer,” came the reply from the Secretary of the Sports Union “but we have
decided to play Rugby Union.”

The University team played in the QRU Secondary Schools or College Grade competition
and their first winning match was a pre-season practice game on 6th May 1911 against
Nudgee College. They won 19-9 with Norman Lloyd and Jack Cassidy each scoring two
tries, R. W. Mellor 1 try and 2 goals. A fortnight earlier on 26th April, they had drawn a
match with the Brisbane Grammar School eight all, with R. W. H. Mellor and C. A. Fogan

scoring tries and Mellor a conversion.

A little over a month later, the opportunity for players to participate in representative football
was presented. The King's School from Sydney was touring Queensland and had defeated
Brisbane Grammar School in its first match. A Combined College Grade team was selected to
confront the tourists on Monday 26th June 1911 at the Queensland Rugby Union's Bowen
Bridge grounds.

The grounds however were not in good condition. The No. 1 field chosen for the match was
practically under water, owing to the close proximity and eccentricity of the tidal Breakfast
Creek. The players also had to contend with the sun descending. The newspaper reported
that the Brisbane pack kicked off with the sun behind them. Many University students and
schoolboys were present in large numbers.

The team chosen was: Fullback, /. Cleeve (Past Grammars); three-quarters, £ H. Bridgman
(BGS), W, Fraser (BGS), R. W H. Mellor (University), B. Whiteford (Past Brothers); five-eighth,
J. Lalor (Past Brothers); half, S. Perkins (Past Grammars); forwards, A. Wallace (University),
W. Gillespie (Past Brothers), /. Masterson (University), R. Murray (Past Brothers), W Wilson
(University), N. A. Lloyd (University), R. P W, Francis (BGS), and C. Scozz.

The team contained five University of Queensland players in Mellor, Wallace, Masterson,
Wilson and Lloyd. The team used the University jerseys of maroon and blue. The home side
won the game easily 24-3, but it was only in the final 20 minutes that the combined side
displayed any combination.

University’s first College Grade competition match was on 20th May 1911 against Ipswich
Grammar at West End, won easily by 20-3.  The side reached the semi-finals, but was
knocked out by Past Brothers (Gregory Terrace) 6-18.

The team played on a site known as “The Domain” at the end of George Street, where the
Botanical Gardens are now situated. The players changed into their gear in an old pigeon
loft covered with hessian — their jerseys being maroon with a royal blue stripe. There were
no showers in that first season, and the playing field was really just a paddock, with a rough
surface and large tussocks of grass. Harry Windsor, one of the University players, recorded
in his memoirs that:
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“We had no proper change rooms, using a shed in the Domain on the bank of the Brisbane River,
the practice area an expanse of green grass without goal posts, and lighting non-existent. After
practice we dived into the river and had a cleansing swim, and I am sure this is where I contracted
the Hepatitis which plagued me in the second term.”

After their first season the Club moved into the Brisbane Rugby Union First Grade competition,
where the opposition teams included Past Grammars and Past Christian Brothers — nowadays
known simply as GPS and Brothers — and Easts, Toowong, Wests and Valleys.

The Domain in 1915 (now the City Botanical Gardens)
from Kangaroo Point

The Domain From South Brisbane - 1915
Note Parliament House on left of picture
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The first team in that 1912 season was:

Fullback: L. Foran, Three-quarters: T. Francis, E Fletcher, H. Rahmann, D. Willurray. Flyhalf:
J. Robinson, Halfback: A. McIntyre, Forwards: J. Masterson, N. Lloyd (c), C. Fogan, W. Meyer,
G. Elliott, ]. Baxter, ]. Wallace and W, Diamond.

The Queensland Team - 1912

There was a grim reminder that Rugby is a physically demanding, and at times dangerous,
sport on May 18th, 1912. University was playing against Easts at the old Bowen Bridge
ground and second rower, Noel Elliott, a young Engineering student, went in for a tackle
and lay prone afterwards. After treatment he got up, saying to his mates there was “nothing
much wrong”, but then went to the sideline. He returned to the field but, after a few seconds,
slumped to the ground again. He was rushed to hospital but died at 7.30pm that night. He
had broken his neck. The QRU, as a mark of respect, cancelled all fixtures the following
Saturday.

Norman Lloyd -
1913

Australiato NZ - 1913
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The first of over two hundred Queensland representatives from University was team Captain
Norman Austin Lloyd, who was the first to earn a “Blue” for Rugby in 1912. He pulled on
the maroon Queensland jersey for the first time in 1913, two years after Varsity entered the
QRU competition. Lloyd was also President of the Sports Union and was awarded another
Rugby Blue in 1913, along with L. B. Foote, another member of the State Team.

Rugby was considered the manliest of games at the time. A member of the women’s hockey
team from the twenties recalls that Rugby was the only sport that many men thought
worthwhile. Engineering students, who seemed to assert themselves as leaders in many
University activities, were highly regarded by the student body.

One of the most successful eras for Queensland Rugby came around that time. Under the
captaincy of Jimmy Flynn the Maroons defeated NSW in 1912, 18-15 and 25-8, and in
1913, 13-3 and 9-6 in Brisbane and then 22-21 in Sydney. The latter match was reported
as a thriller, with Flynn kicking a long-range penalty on fulltime that landed on the crossbar
and went over. Then in 1914 Queensland continued its streak, defeating NSW 16- 14.

Eric Francis, the University and Queensland fullback, was
the first Club player to represent Australia, playing on the
wing in two Tests against the All Blacks in 1914. His
brother Stan also played for the Club and was selected
with Eric to play for Queensland against the All Blacks in
1914. (Eric died at the age of 89 in 1983 - his Queensland
and Australian caps are proudly displayed in the UQRFC
Clubhouse.)

Lﬁ;f;;o Right'. Eric Francis - Later in 1914, World War I broke out, and was to
and his brother Stan continue until November 1918. Tens of thousands of
young Australian men volunteered to join the Army, and many were to die at Gallipoli and
on various European battlegrounds. Almost to a man, the Varsity team enlisted. Although
the Club was leading the Premiership table at the time, they had no option but to temporarily
disband, and Past Grammars went on to win the Premiership. This victory ended Brothers’
dominance. During the war, Club football struggled on and, in 1917, a depleted University
side was defeated 31-0 by Brisbane Grammar, for whom a seventeen year-old prodigy, Tommy
Lawton scored four tries, two goals and a dropped goal. He was the school Football Captain
in 1916-17 and Swimming Captain in 1917.

Arriving to study at the University of Queensland, Lawton joined the Rugby team and was
to become one of Queensland and Australia’s greatest flyhalves. His representative career
lasted an amazing thirteen years, from 1919-32. Phil Brazier, a Civil Engineering student,
captained the Club in 1918 and '19. The first Varsity match was played in 1919 at the
Sydney University Oval and the heavier Sydney team won by 30 points to 10.

In 1919 the Australian Imperial Forces team (as the Army was then known) played three
games in Brisbane and attracted a large crowd each time. In the first, although they outclassed
a scratch Queensland team 38-7, there were over 6000 in attendance at the Brisbane Cricket
Ground, more than the inter-state Rugby League match the same day at Davies Park. This
was Lawton’s first representative match. He had played in the 1919 Grand Final against
Brothers when he kicked three penalties in the Club’s 9-20 defeat. In 1920 he had arrived in
Sydney to study Medicine and played with Sydney University that year. Queensland won just
one of five Interstate games in 1919, winning 25-24 at the Brisbane Cricket Ground, but it
was a short-lived revival.
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Qld v NSW at the Bowen Bridge Rd. Ground -1885.

theay
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1918 Uni v Combined Schools

There was a cross-code challenge match in March 1920 to raise money for Rugby Union, and
the League team defeated their Union counterparts 13-0 before a crowd of over 4000 at the
Exhibition Ground. As with so many of the Australian volunteers there were young Rugby
players who never returned from the war; there were not sufficient numbers for Clubs to pick
up where they left off. Rugby Union in Queensland was at an all-time low in 1919 and it was no
surprise when the QRU suspended formal competition. In order to play competition football,
major Clubs including University, Past Grammars and Brothers decided to join an expanded
10-team Rugby League competition in the 1920 season, playing as amateurs. The nurseries of
Rugby, the GPS schools also switched to the thirteen-a-side game from 1920 until 1927.
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The Varsity game in 1920 was played at the Sydney Cricket Ground as the curtain-raiser
to the Rugby League Test between Australia and Great Britain. It was the first ever Varsity
League match and the Club team, whose average weight is recorded as just under eleven and
a half stone (73kg), gave a sparkling display, but went down 26-16. Science student, Victor
“Chippy” Clarkson scored twice for the Club and made a huge impression on the 60,000
spectators with his pace and sidestep. Other scorers: E. B. Freeman and C. R. McLean tries,
A. McCullough 2 goals.

The Baxter Cup

Sporting rivalry between the faculties and the residential Colleges
had been promoted to arouse the interest of undergraduates and
to provide practice for members of the Sports Union Clubs.

Regular Inter-college contests commenced in 1913, with
King's College being successful in Rugby, athletics and rifle
shooting. During this pre-war time the Sports Union was
active in organising all aspects of University sport.

James Hickson Baxter was born on 13th March 1894 and
was educated at Nudgee College until 1907. At University,
he was a prominent member of the First Rugby team, played
in the University Cricket team and excelled in his studies,

being granted the Rhodes Scholarship in 1916.

He had been the President of the Sports Union in 1914. He
resided at the Catholic boarding house known then as St. Alban’s
James Hickson Baxter in Manning Street, South Brisbane, the forerunner of St. Leo’s
College.

It is believed that he was unable to take up his position at Oxford due to the Great War,
and he died at twenty-six years of age on 3rd December 1920 in Brisbane. He is buried at
the South Brisbane Cemetery. In his memory, a dedicated stone tablet is displayed over the
entrance of the Indoor Sports Pavilion.

The Baxter Cup, named in his honour, was later donated by Mr. O. E. Hirschfeld for
competition between undergraduate Sports Union members of the colleges in Football and
Cricket. The rules for the competition dictated that a 100-yard dash be the deciding event if
the honours were equal after the first two events.

There were other outstanding personalities and characters who gravitated to the Club during
those early troubled years.

George Duncan Brown was Captain of the Nudgee College First XV in 1912. He gained
a scholarship to study Engineering at the University which was a long way from his home
town of Charters Towers. He captained the Club side in 1914 from five-eighth, where he
controlled the game with pinpoint accurate kicking, as well as being capable of long range
and difficult goal kicks. He gained Queensland representative honours in 1915.
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Frederick Woolnough Paterson was an excellent and speedy winger
who played for the Club from 1916 until he received a Rhodes
Scholarship to Oxford in 1918. Educated at Brisbane Grammar
School, he played as a centre in the First XV sides of 1914 and 1915.
At Oxford, he graduated in Theology and he returned to Queensland
where he studied Law and later became a Barrister. He is probably
better known for his political career. A member of the Communist
Party, he had the distinction of being the only elected and re-elected
communist parliamentarian in Australia when he sat as the Member
for Bowen from 1944 to 1950 as a member of the Queensland Legislative Assembly. He lost
his seat in 1950 when the Queensland Labor Premier of the time, Ned Hanlon, adjusted the
zoned electoral boundaries in Queensland’s first significant gerrymander.

Victor Grenning was also a former Brisbane Grammar student in
the First XV from 1915 to 1917, where he was captained by Tommy
Lawton. He was an excellent student who topped the State in the
Matriculation examination of 1917. Playing in the No. 8 position,
he was a leader amongst the forwards and was a solid tackler. He
received a Full Rugby Blue in 1919 after playing for Queensland
in the same year. He received a Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford in
1919.

Bernard A. Herzig hailed from Pittsworth on the Darling Downs.
Bernie had attended Nudgee College and then resided at St Leo’s
College. He played for Queensland in 1919 and he was well known
in the Club for the day that he failed to score a much needed try. In
a tight game, Bernie broke through the defence of the Valley team,
hurtling for the tryline before his knee collapsed and he spilled the
ball over the line. It was an incident that Bernie was never able to
forget, and one of his teammates would never let him forget! In his
successful career that followed, Bernie was a lecturer at the Teachers’
Training College and later became the Chief of the Adult Education

Department.

Bill Ahern came from Longreach and also attended Nudgee College,
where he was a member of the First XV in 1916 and 1918 and
became the five-eighth and Captain from 1919 to 1921. He won
a scholarship to study Arts at the University of Queensland after
topping his senior year in 1921. He joined the Club in 1922 and
played First Grade for three seasons, captaining the side in 1924.
He received a Full Blue in 1923 and again in 1924. He was also
awarded a Full Australian University Blue from the Australian
University Sports Association, after the tour of New Zealand with
Australian Universities in 1924. He normally played five-eighth but
was switched to fullback in a rather curious way. Suffering from
a bout of flu, he told the other players he was not well enough to play, but would if they
really needed him. As always seems to be the case in matters like this, he accepted a lift from
St Leo’s College to the ground, where he was told he was playing fullback because he wouldn’t
need to run as much from that position. On a wet and windy afternoon he gave a superb
display, catching every kick that came his way and kicking brilliantly. From that day forth
he was a fullback.
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One of the biggest players ever to don the Club guernsey was “Big Bill” Edwards, a pharmacy
student in the 1920s. Born at tiny Devereaux Creek outside Marian, 28 kilometres west of
Mackay on 11th August 1905, he completed his schooling at Mackay before embarking
on a three-year apprenticeship in Pharmacy in the town. The fourth and final year of his
apprenticeship meant moving to Brisbane where he attended the University of Queensland
as a 19 year-old in 1924.The tag of “Big Bill” was easy to fathom as he was taller than six
feet (183cm) and tipped the scales at more than 22 stones (140kg). He naturally enjoyed the
rough and tumble of Rugby, and his ample size gave him some advantages over his smaller
opponents. However, he was prone to injury, and this resulted in his switch of sports to
tennis because he did not want injuries affecting his studies.

Before abandoning his Rugby career Big Bill had managed to score a try in the Varsity match
at the Sydney Sports Ground on 27th August 1924. One of two scored for the Club on the
day, it wasn’t enough to alter an 8-37 Sydney triumph.

He had been christened Charles Augustus but preferred that his University colleagues call
him “Bill.” He excelled in his studies, and was awarded a University Medal for his final year
in Pharmacy.

Although successful at Rugby, he was to receive wider acclaim for his involvement in tennis.
After his playing days he gained a reputation in the administration of tennis, becoming
something of an Australian household name. He served as President of the Queensland Lawn
Tennis Association from 1952-65, President of the Lawn Tennis Association of Australia from
1965-69 and was instrumental in the development of the Milton Tennis Courts. During his
reign Australia produced many champions and dominated the Davis Cup. It was really a
golden era for Australian tennis.

The Coach of University in the 1920s was a wharf labourer and former Australian Rugby
League player, Bob “Botsy” Williams, who had been a member of the 1911-12 Kangaroo
touring side to England. He was a rather lonely character whose whole life revolved around
the football team. He would even give players a rubdown after training.

The early times of the Club existed in the shadows of the split of the Rugby code from the
prevailing traditional status of an amateur sport, as hailed by the Olympic standard, into two
ranks. One was the existing Rugby Union playing the fifteen a side game, and the other, the
newly paid professionals, playing by the new thirteen a side Rugby League rules.

For many, playing the amateur Rugby Union game was considered to be a much more worthy
undertaking than playing Rugby League, the professional game — because it was believed that
playing without payment was an essential if the game was to continue to be recognised as
“Sport.” Once a “Sportsman” received recompense for his efforts his activity could no longer
be defined as “Sport.” He was now engaged in something else — entertainment, work, or
perhaps a profession, but certainly NOT “Sport.”

This impasse seems incredible in today’s world, but the fact is that until 1995, any player who
received reimbursement for his playing activities was deemed to no longer be an amateur, and
was not eligible to play Rugby Union. If a player turned his hand to a game of Rugby League,
it was immediately assumed that he had received some form of illegal reward for his efforts
and he was no longer allowed to play Rugby Union. However, while these amateur rules sat
well with the English administrators, the situation in Australia was not such a simple one.
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The professional game in England, where it originated, had its roots in the working class
areas, where late Victorian notions of “Sport” bore little relevance to a man’s ability to earn his
living and support a family from physical exertion and his labours. For many talented players
there was little difference and not much choice between “playing for a quid” or “working
for a quid.” The working conditions for many young working class Australian players were
much the same, and their attitudes were understandably similar. So the professional game
became popular with many Australians and it became entrenched among the working class
populations throughout the country, particular in Sydney and much of Queensland where
Rugby Union had ruled prior to the formation of the breakaway Rugby League. (League
did not become established however in Melbourne, where Australian Rules had a strong
following - perhaps due to its similarity to the Gaelic game with which many Victorians were
familiar).

In Australia the Rugby code’s administrators were at times to display the wisdom of the ages
in settling matters raised over the amateur status of players. In the Club’s early times it was
reckoned that provided an individual received no reward for his playing efforts he would be
considered to have retained his amateur status and eligibility to play Rugby Union even if he
had participated in playing the thirteen a side game of Rugby League. As University played in
the Brisbane Rugby League competition, the players were to ensure that any prizemoney won
could not be distributed to individuals, but was to be become the income of the Club.

The divide was clearly in existence when the Club’s Bill Ahern, Jerry Allman and James Cleary,
having played for the Australian Universities team, were not awarded Full Blues. A second
application was made after intervention by famous all-round sportsman, Dr Otto Nothling,
who had the rare distinction of playing for his country at both Cricket and Rugby, and
had himself played the so-called professional game as an amateur. Dr. Nothling’s persuasive
powers were up to the task and the three were finally awarded their Blues. Another widely
publicised example was the so-called ‘Lawton Affair’, referred to later in the 1923 section.

Similar incidents continued over the years until the ground breaking decision in 1995 by the
Australian Rugby Union to allow Rugby players to accept payment.

Sadly, in the aftermath of the terrible Great War, there would be no joy for the 15 a side game
for a decade. The bright star of the once-proud amateur sport had faded and fallen below the
horizon, and for the time being at least, University Rugby Union went with it.
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1920-1929
AFTER THE WAR - WINNING AT LEAGUE

| Rugby Union had continued in NSW during the
period from 1915-19 when there was hardly any senior
Rugby played in Queensland. The QRU re-established
Rugby in 1919, with Brothers, University, Easts, Valleys
and Past Grammars in the Brisbane competition, but
this was not to last long. Due to the shortage of players
after the war, teams were reduced to fourteen men.

The Club won the 1919 Premiership, defeating
Valleys 10-0 in the Final with E W. Paterson and
R. R. P. Barbour scoring tries and T. Lawton with
2 goals, but in those days the rules stated that the
team finishing on top of the Premiership table had the
right to challenge whoever won the Final. Brothers
challenged during the University vacation and won
by 20-9, the Club being caught short with half the
side away. G. S. Bailey scored the team’s only try and
T. Lawton landed 3 goals.

At the end of a lack-lustre season the QRL Secretary
Harry Sunderland offered to stage two League versus
Union matches, with the proceeds helping out the
struggling Union; however, in the 1920 season,
University, Past Grammars and Brothers voted to
switch to League and Toowoomba soon followed. The
Queensland Rugby Union went into hibernation for
nearly a decade.

Asked why his team had transferred from Union to

Tom Lawton (top), Vic Grenning, League, University’s Gordon Fisher told a Sydney
Fred Paterson (below) journalist that it was a question of Rugby League or
no football at all.

“The Union could offer us no prospects at all,” he said. “All the Secondary Schools followed
our example. The Queensland public recognises the University players as amateurs... The
senior Union teams have changed over, and the junior Union competition ...is merely
staggering along. All the big Public Schools now play the League code.”
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1920 UQFC Club Team
(Fryer Library)

1921

'mm—lnmcm B. Mitts,
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The 1921 Varsity Team
(UQ Archives)
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The Club hosted the Intervarsity match for the first time in 1921.

Despite threatening weather, a large crowd gathered at the Exhibition Ground to watch the
battle between the home side in maroon and blue and the Sydney University players in blue
and gold. When the whistle blew for fulltime the score read: Sydney 27 Queensland 15.
Scorers: T' Lawton 2, V. C. Clarkson tries, A. McCulloch, T Lawton penalties.

Another “first” that year saw the Club fielding two teams in the local competition.

1922

The combined Universities Touring Team to New Zealand - 1922
(Fryer Library)

In 1922 a Combined Universities team, including six Queenslanders, toured New Zealand.
The Queensland players were F Irvine, Jack Vidulich, Jack Lynam, Jerry Allman, R. Haltesteter,
G. A. Fisher

The Team departs from Sydney
1920 - 1929 : 21
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1923

THE LAWTON CASE.

The Rugby Leagus Football at Brisbane,
for pnrtiyrnﬂon in which T. Lawton, of
OxIford University, has been suspended by the
Committee of the Rugby Union, is $tated to
bn limited, 8o fnr ‘as senior clubs are con-
cerned, to-six tehms. Two matches are played
each Baturday in the same public park, two
of the six teams prevented from turn-
ing out owing to lack ‘of other accommodation.
There is little “ gate,” and in this the clubs
have no share, the whole of the. money. bein;
taken by the Rugby League and erpendeg
upon rent and improving the grounds.

Mr. Lawton's case was { investignted
at Oxford on Thursday by a sub-committee of
the Rugby Union, consisting of Mr. AL T.
Waters, vice-president ; Mr. P. C. Adams, snd
Mr. W. T. Pearce, but no announcement was
made at the conclusion of the meeting

The Lawton Case - The Times - London
17th February 1923

Another example of discrimination against
the Clubs amateur “leaguies” became
known as the the “Lawton Affair.” Tommy
Lawton, Vic Grenning and Fred Paterson,
all Queensland Rhodes Scholars at Oxford,
were told they would not be selected in
Oxford’s Rugby team because they had
played Rugby League, the professional
game. Initially they were suspended from
Rugby for the 1923-24 season on the
strength of having played Rugby League as
amateurs at the University of Queensland in
1921. Of course their choice to play League
was in fact no choice, as there was no Rugby
Union played in Brisbane at the time.

After much discussion in the press, the
Rugby Union Council interviewed the

three players and finally withdrew their suspensions. Another Queenslander, Herbert “Jersey”
Burton was at Oxford on a Rhodes Scholarship and was suspended as well. He was reinstated
into Rugby after the “Lawton Affair” but never received an Oxford Rugby Blue.

1924

The UQFC delegates to the BRL were W.
Dower and J. Lynam. The other Clubs
were Past Grammars, Carlton, Western
Suburbs, Coorparoo, Christian Brothers,

Valleys.

The Referees” Association was represented
by two delegates - Councillor J. B.
Quinlan and Mr. E. ] Goodwin.

Both the Hon. Secretary, W. E. Stock and
the Hon. Treasurer, J. Roche were City
Council Aldermen.

The Patron was Dr. R. Gray,
Mr P. Scott was the President, and there
were no fewer than four Vice-presidents,

including Mr Vic Jensen. The photo was

provided from the personal collection of
Jim Meaney, whose father, Patrick Baines

Tommy Lawton v the All Blacks -1924

Meaney was one of the Carlton delegates that year. Forty years later, after his retirement
in 1964, he became the Hon. Auditor for the University of Queensland Sports Union and
Union College, continuing in both roles into the 1970s. He became a regular Club supporter,
reverting to early tee-offs at Brisbane Golf Club so that he could attend the afternoon matches

at Ballymore.
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(In the early seventies, his wife Edith became a very reluctant but valuable Club supporter
when she took over the unenviable task of washing the Club’s A Grade jerseys following the
retirement of Bruce Brown’s mother, Kath from her years in the performance of this unsung
task. Edith’s relief when Jim temporarily retired at the end of 1973 was palpable).

The Brisbane Rugby League - Officials and Delegates - 1924
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1925

A wpirited dash by the students in the match between University and Valley st the Exhibition on Sarurday.
A "De Hard™ defendrr is poised for a good tackle.

11th July 1925 - UQFC v Valley

1926

The Club did well in the Brisbane Rugby League competition and in 1926 made the semi-finals
before being downed by Coorparoo, 9-12. Scorers: K. Hall try, W, A. McDougall 3 goals.

| llml H” | lllh' = i silly. e P. Neville. . G. Bir ,"||||| lllllj ;
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1926 UQFC Team
(Fryer Library)
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Huit (Q@land University) saving an awkward situation in the frst Lalf of ihe Queens-
land University v. New South Walss University Rughy Leagne match yesterday.

UQFC v Sydney Uni
Intervarsity Match - 1926

1927

John Hulbert, 1927 Captain

—_ qe T

Back Maw—J. K. LAVERY | W. L GEORCE; b b & BaRK: G, & STURTRIDGE WA, MeDOUSALL; K M. CARMICHASL: W YOG 05 MaTWFLL

e Faw—0. T. BIRD; F. FERRTY R J. F WISSON W, WILLIAMSE {(Cuashj; | W, HULBERT {Cact): . A CAwWiN PG MEVILLE
b Frani—4. HIZEEY O W ANDREWS M, | ToOMLIiNSON M. WHITE
'

1927 UQFC Team (Fryer Library)
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26 :

1928

The Club won its first Brisbane Rugby League Premiership, playing as amateurs, winning
both the Pike Cup (for leaders at the end of the first round) and the Jensen Shield (for the
BRL Premiership).

In the Grand Final University played Christian Brothers, led by Kangaroo star, Tommy
Gorman. The wily veteran, who had led the Kangaroos to England, had an uncanny touch,
a deceptive feint and sidestep. He was the first Queenslander to lead Australia on an overseas
tour, but he was getting on in years. Our players were young and enthusiastic. Captained by
halfback John Hulbert, the First Grade won a thrilling match 9-7, clinching victory with a try
by fleet-footed winger C. Adair in the corner in the last minute. The Club had to withstand
a challenge from Carlton the following Saturday, which they did 10-7, and clinched the Pike
Cup and Jensen Shield. Hulbert and Hamilton scored tries and George Lockie kicked two
conversions.

First Grade - Premiers (defeated Carlton 10-7):

J. M. Hulbert (c), K. M. Carmichael (vc), W. Nixon-Smith, W. 1. George, ]. 1. Broadfoot,
R. J. Risson, E G. Vidgen, FE Mines, E. G. White, R. Hamilton, G. W. Lockie, N. ].
Tomlinson, B. M. Brown, C. Adair, J. Irwin, M. E Hickey, W. Young. Coach: Bob Williams,
President: /. E Lynam.

To cap it off, the Club won the Intervarsity match as well. In the presence of the Governor
of Queensland, Mr. W. McCormack, UQ defeated Sydney Uni 8-7 in a close match. Scorers:
M. E Hickey, K. M. Carmichael tries, B. M Brown penalty.

-
-._EE:

Wlbery (dueenalsad) whinde (3 WPPert, vails Qasadwea (Arduey) ia ready to dash ot Fugon Boiib, Lo incident in gesienin)'s jubee- Varsity Tioghy massh,

Intervarsity Match v Sydney Uni - 23rd May 1928

Although the QRU was re-formed midway through the year, University continued to play
Rugby League, and again won the Brisbane Premiership in 1929. Uni won the Kaye Cup,
which is still in the Clubhouse today, but voted to switch back to Union the following
season.
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How did this happen?

The reports of exciting matches in the Sydney GPS
competition and the thrilling deeds of the Waratahs had
served to enthuse Rugby men in Brisbane. A meeting was
held at the YMCA Building in Ann Street on 2nd May
1928 for interested parties, organised by Alec Hinds, the
General Secretary of the YMCA. Stalwarts of the pre-war
years came along; men like Tommy Lawton, Jimmy Flynn,
Stuart Stephenson (Headmaster of Brisbane Grammar),
Jack Ross (Sportsmaster at Nudgee College) and dual
Cricket/Rugby International, Dr Otto Nothling.

Union had continued on a social basis at the
University, where the Dental students got together
and played against Pharmacy and Gatton College.
There were no dressing sheds, so the players would
change where they could and play in open fields.
At the end of the 1928 season there was a visit by a Sydney
University invitation side led by 1929 Rhodes Scholar,
Butts Lamport. The Queensland team was coached by JACK IBWIN. who led
Tommy Lawton and wore Past Brothers maroon and — Wmivers'y to wictory i the
white striped jerseys. It even included two Brisbane RELE AU . S RIS

Eugby Leagzuas City Cup com-

Grammar schoolboys, Fitz Vincent and Harry Steindl. ~ petition.  Fis all yousd exesl
. lenoe was ome of tha features
Jack Twomey, (father of Dennis Twomey who was it the game that provided en

tragically killed as an undergraduate Dentistry studentin ~ FrEaiime moart i;‘::tﬂ':“:’mm
1968 in Melbourne playing at Intervarsity for the Club)

won the medal for best forward on the ground. Sydney Jack Irwin 1928
University won easily by 35-8, but the game drew a crowd
of over 2000, and Rugby was reborn in Queensland.

Wy

'Varsity broke through Grammars' defence several times on Saturday. The picture shows Hulbert
dribbling through with Plupps waiting to stem the attack

3rd September 1928
UQFC v Past Grammars
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- oy ' . . - e
Frose. Reowr: € Adur, Jobn bvn (V'C), Bob Willisena (Coach), ok Hiadban (Cigtadn), | Lynam, ¥ Cremidial, M F Hidory
B3 Roow: Frak Mines, K White, b Humilon, Gen Lockis, 0 Androns, Benis Evovn,
Back Bowr: W2 Hlimers Semith, ban. (earge, ] Eromndior, Beb Reieen, Pradk Vidgen
bt Bl Youmg

The UQFC Team A Grade - 1928
(Fryer Library)

1929

UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND FOOTBALL CLUB

Fremiers 1929 Winneis Vi, Jensen, Shield and Kave Cup

My Row=—], § McAdam, A W, Gitiepur, G, F. Seotl, [ A Rolser
Tumo Row-R P, Jeche, A M, Mclotyee, B O, Wihe, M, I Wickey, W, Nixsn Smiil, | Ok, 1 ] Chaorner
Sacosn Row—M. . Bewrke, 0. R Andeswn, | W Fhilp, B Hawilin [Hes, See ), B W, Brown, |, L Eaddy, F. Mises, C ], Selick
Pooser Row =], H_ Risson, 0. W, Lockle, B [Deb] Willisms (Comi), jTEI |1'::: (Cape. ), J. M. Halbatt [Pree), F, O, Vidgm, K B A& Nichaesy
Imngy==] Erisifioed
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The Club won its second League Premiership, the Vic Jensen Shield and the Kaye Cup (played
for by the leaders at the end of the second round) by defeating Valleys 19-13. Uni then defeated
Coorparoo 12-11 in a tight match before a crowd of over 2000 at the Exhibition Ground.
Broadfoot and Nicholson scored tries, and Lockie kicked a penalty and two conversions.

The 1929 Reserve Grade also acquired some silverware and the squad of thirty included
Arnold Williams (c), A. W, Howard, E. T. Thomasson, K. L. Thomas, E. Ferguson, A. E Skinner,
J. C. Donnar, R. D. Ward, M. B. Curtis, M. A. Toohey, R. A. Molloy, M. T. Sherman, Stiffy
Matthews, and N. J. Byrne. Games were played at the George St site now occupied by the
Queensland University of Technology (QUT).

Helped by a simmering feud between the Queensland Rugby League (QRL) and the Brisbane
Rugby League (BRL), Rugby League Clubs began switching back to Union. At its Annual
General Meeting in 1929, Past Grammars voted to make the change and other Clubs soon
followed, despite an offer of 150 pounds (equivalent to tens of thousands of dollars in
today’s money) from QRL secretary Harry Sunderland for any Club that stayed loyal. But
the floodgates had opened and the QRU was able to make up a draw for competition in
two Grades between five Clubs — Past Grammars, Past Commercials, YMCA, Valleys and
Wynnum. YMCA had been the 1929 First Grade Premiers.

BRISBANE UNIVERSITY RUGRY LEAGUE TEAM TO PLAY SYDNEY.

.r f - ". . LSS
Lieiapiies ul the Melaod Memorinl shicld, on thelr arrivel vesterdas. Lefl to right s C. Melick, F. Vidgen,
G Philp, F. Minew, J, Hulbert J. Brosdboot, &, Loskic, Ao w. dlidmooe, B Heeoidtoes, J. B MeAdnm, H.
Mich o st tig " | Llmmnar, A M._r[-.gr_'.'ﬂ" K “‘”Hﬂl’l‘li TR lIi it :‘I! l“.lllrl\.l'.. ane . g J'I'“'l.]'l. :unruin].

The UQFC Team Arrives in Sydney - 1929

For the first time in a decade Queensland sent a team to Sydney and although they lost 47-16
and 42-25, the Tommy Lawton-led team did well enough for four players to win selection for
a Test against the All Blacks. The Wallabies, playing for the first time in green jerseys, had a
memorable victory 9-8 before a huge crowd of 38,111 at the Sydney Cricket Ground.
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1929 Varsity Reserve Grade Team

The second Test against the All Blacks was played in Brisbane for the first time in fifteen years,
at the Exhibition Ground. Over 20,000 fans saw Australia win again 17-9, with Tommy
Lawton at Captain - one of five Queenslanders in the team. Gordon Sturtridge played his
first Test in the centres. Born in Brisbane and educated at BBC, Sturtridge had played
for University in the Rugby League team in 1926, but moved to Melbourne to further his
medical studies in 1927. He thus became the first Victorian-based Wallaby. Also from
Queensland was tiny winger Gordon McGhie, only 5°2” tall (157cm) and 9 stone 2 pounds
(58kg), who scored on debut.

The two Queenslanders became members of an elite band of Australians who achieved a
clean sweep over the mighty All Blacks. Australia won 15-13 at the SCG, thus completing
the first-ever whitewash of New Zealand by any nation. It was not until 1998 that another
Wallaby team emulated the feat when John Eales was Captain. The excitement generated by
the clean sweep over the All Blacks and the role played by the five Queenslanders fanned the
flame of Rugby in the north. Rugby Union began in Warwick, with three Clubs taking part,
and Toowoomba and Dalby soon followed.

After winning the Kaye Cup and the BRL Premiership for the second successive year, the
Club was awarded the trophy in perpetuity. The Club’s pride in its forebears is on display in
the Clubhouse where the trophy resides today. In 1979, the Club entertained its members
and their guests on Friday evenings and the story goes that on one occasion a guest was spied
with a large screwdriver removing the screws that held the trophy affixed to the wall. The
guest in question was a legendary figure in Rugby League administration, and is now long
deceased, but the famous trophy is still there.
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1930 - 1939
THE SUCCESSFUL RETURN TO RUGBY

1930

INTER-UNIVERSITY RUGBY UNION MATCH,

Queensland surprised Sydney in winning by 16 points to |4 G Precopin, Queensland five-sighth,
receiving & pass after the break up of a scrum.

Intervarsity Match 1930 — UQFC 16 d Sydney Uni 14

The Club returned to Rugby Union and Tom Lawton, now aged thirty, and eleven years after
his first season in 1919, led A Grade to its first Rugby Premiership. The team won twenty of
its twenty-five games in the season, defeated Valleys in the Grand Final 12-3 at New Farm
Park. Scorers: E. J. Channer 1 try, E Mines 1 try, T Lawton 2 penalty goals. Seven players
were chosen to represent Queensland against NSW. At Intervarsity there was an unexpected
early loss to Melbourne, 11-16. Scorers: W E Nixon-Smith, Williams, E R. Vincent tries,
E R Vincent conv. The side recovered and won against Sydney in the Final, 16-11.
Scorers: E | Whyatt, W, E Nixon-Smith, J. G. Clark, W, G. Draper tries, F Mines 2 goals.

Bundaberg flanker Jim Clark became the second Club player to captain Australia when he
took over from Tommy Lawton against the NZ Maoris, winning 14-3. He also took over
the reins at the Club, leading the A Grade team to three Premierships in the next four years.
Frank Mines, Jack Channer, Bob Risson, Fitz Vincent and James McGrath were all selected
in the Queensland team in 1930.
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Three of the team members below:

George Procopis Francis Mines Trevor Edwards

A GRADE PREMIERS - 1930

This photo courtesy of Gwyneth Petrie, daughter of Trevor Edwards -
(Middle Row — Third from the right)
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1931

A, W, Ross (N.SW. full-back), clearing from a rush of Queensland forwards, F. Whyatt is No, 11
Queensland won by 28 to B,

Another highly successful year. The A Grade team won the three highest possible awards
— the Walker and Hall Cup and the Premiership Shield, as well as the Old Buffers’ Cup.
They lost only three of their seventeen games and one was drawn. Although its best players
were away playing for Australia against New Zealand, the Club’s Intervarsity team defeated
Sydney, 16-14 and was only narrowly beaten by Melbourne 21-23, two days earlier.

It won the Walker and Hall Cup defeating Brothers 11-6, Scorers: E. J. Channer 2 tries,
E R. Vincent conv., 1 p.g.

It also won the Premiership Shield defeating GPS 16-15, Scorers: R. Risson, R. Hamilton and
E R. Vincent tries, F R. Vincent p.g., fd.g. and The Old Buffers’ Cup defeating YMCA 11-10,
Scorers: E. J. Channer 2 tries, F Vincent conv., p.g.

The year realised another Premiership but the Grand Final victory was not without drama.
After dominating the competition all season, A Grade lost to Brothers in the Semifinals
10-9, whilst Brothers were in turn beaten by GPS (the new name of Past Grammars)
15-9. University exercised its right of challenge and won a thrilling Grand Final 16-15 at the
Brisbane Cricket Ground.
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A Grade - 1931 Premiers, Walker and Hall Cup and the Old Buffers’ Cup

Back Row: E Miller, E Whyatt, W. G. White, ]. McGrath, T. Edwards.

Second Row: J. C. Richards, P Clark, J]. Morrow, H. E McGrath (Hon Sec), A. Bandidt,
J. Callaghan, R. Hamilton.

Front Row: W. G. Draper, S. Foote, R. Hinch, ]. Clark (Capt), W A. Nixon-Smith,
J. Channer, E Vincent.

Inserts: R. Hayes, E G. Vidgen, G. Hall.

RECORD SCORE FOR SEASON.

An incident of play in the Rugby Union match, University v. South Brisbane, on
Saturday, when University decisively defeated their opponents by 35 pointe to nil.

13th June 1931
UQFC defeating South Brisbane 35-0
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Three spectacular tackles registered by our photographer during the progress of the
Rugby Union premiership game, G P.S. Old Boys v. University, at tae  Brisbane
Cricket Ground on Saturday last, and which was won hy "Varsity,

CHAPTER 5: THE SUCCESSFUL RETURN TO RUGBY

Grand Final - 12th September 1931

Uni d GPS 16-15 at the Brisbane Cricket Ground

A Grade won the Grand
Final defeating Brothers
8-6 at the Brisbane
Exhibition Ground. Scorers:
R. Hamilton, W, White tries,
J. Evans conv. This was the
Club’s fifth Premiership in a
row (counting the two Rugby
League titles.)

Jim Clark played for Australia
and Queensland against the
All Blacks. Tom Lawton led
the Wallabies to yet another
win 22-17. Jim’s brother
Phil, Fitz Vincent, Bimbo
White, Fred Wyatt and Bob
Hamilton all played for the
State against New Zealand,
while the Clark brothers,
Jim Channer, Fitz Vincent
and Bimbo White all played
for Queensland against New
South Wales.

1932

Rugby Union Opening.

Unmiversily making a forward move In the match against Valley sl
ihe Exhiblian on Batiurday. mlﬂmhmmmym;ﬂ:l
e spare,

Uni d Valley by one point — 2nd April 1932
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THE SECOND TEST - 1932
AUSTRALIA 22 d NEW ZEALAND 17

The Great Tom Lawton — a portrait

Toemimy Laptern - (e Austrafian cafitain - kivking against fw AN
Bilackes in thve Second Test 19120

Tom Lawton captained Australia in this Test

NAS NELY & BONIS, R jEFFREY
—w !}gl-? CEST, W.G WIITE, 6, O ,-_:.;m-h.’ EAN, B MOTT
L LEWIS M. WELLEK (Viuter), . CLAKK {Vice Cagewnl. §. K. MAGUIKE (Masager). W, G BENNETT (Cage ), L BIRD (Viesor), ¥, ARNELL

The Queensland Touring Team 1932
This team included a number of UQ players
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1933

The UQ Team — Intervarsity at Sydney - 1933

The Club won through to the Grand Final against YMCA, after beating Christian Brothers in
the Preliminary Final the week before. A Grade was led by the fast backrower Jim Clark. He
opened the scoring at the Exhibition Ground in front of a good crowd, dummying his way
through a pack of defenders. “The Courier”, in previewing the match, stated that “Varsity
would start slight favourites because of their strong constructive back division moves;”
however, shortly afterwards Clark was carried off with a hip injury while the backline faltered
in the face of some resolute defence.

Kerlin scored YMCA's first try and converted to make it 5-3. Two penalties by State player
Charlie Minnis and one by H. M. Windsor took the Club out to a lead of 9-5 but YMCA
narrowed the margin to one point when Christiansen scored a try, after a series of rucks
close to the line. The “Triangles” forwards were well on top in the closing stages and right on
fulltime Christiansen scored again, making the final score YMCA 13 University 9.

Still without Captain Jim Clark, the Club used its right of challenge to go up against YMCA
the following week. The match was again close, finishing in a draw, 17 all, giving YMCA the
Premiership. Scorers: Hayes 2 tries, Wilson 1 try, F R. Vincent 2 penalty goals, 1 conversion.

Phil Clark, Charlie Minnis, Fred Wyatt, Fitz Vincent and part-Chinese player, Charlie Lee
all played for Queensland.

The Wallabies made their first-ever tour of South Africa in 1933, and in the 29-man touring
party a record eleven Queenslanders were picked, including the Club’s Jim Clark, Bimbo
White and Gordon Sturtridge, then from Victoria. Clark took the field in only one Test, but
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White played in all five. Wearing sky blue jerseys to avoid clashing with the green Springbok

colours, the Wallabies went down 3-2 in a close series.
The legendary Danie Craven played against Jim Clark in the 1933 Capetown Test. He

described Jim as the hardest tackler he had ever encountered, and claimed that he was the
best breakaway that he had played against.

AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITIES" FOOTBALL CARNIVAL.

Abter the ball fn the Sydney University lin whits) Hoghy Urmion mateh ngainst Brisbone University on
Saturday al University Oval

Welsby Cup Final.

i

This Inchient In the Rogby Unlen maich belween Unlversily and

Chiristian  Brothers, ai the Exhibltion on Salwrday, shows (Lcnse

nction, "Varslly away with the ball, and Brolhers® intent on slop-
plag & try.

The First Welsby Cup Final
22nd April 1933
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The Brisbane Courier (Qld. : 1864-1933), Monday 24 April 1933, page 6

e G —

WELSBY CUP.

i V————

UNIVERSITY'S SUCCESS.

—_ . =
FROTHERS WELL BEATEN.

By 17 painis 18 3 Universily de=
feated Brothers in (he Roghy Unlen
Welshy Cup Snal on Baturdsy.

wers Bo replacements in elihei
en Lhe [ifurens
them 4he righi to
contsst Lha Bnal for this coveted trophy.
The elory of whe » t can be
summed up Ia i(wo words—wright and
::-—m N must be sdmiited ithat
bamn weiw faf below ihelr top lorm,
and this was mainly sssocisted wilh Cher
und 1t was surpfislng o are
yers of the callbre of Engtamd, Arwell,
mimon, and Drereion maks (wo and
three sitempus to plck upy & rofling kel
and st Umes when Lhe neareal “Varsits
ayer was aarthing up o 1001, awsy.
& allowed ihs [IRsL-movIOR PACR
the winners to wwrs whai might have
been & constructive (hrust by Broihers
ieto & rollieking waagusrd  movement
which won comsideraple ferritory. with
the back division waiting on their toms
tr Inftiate & cTos-feld combinatlve movr,
which neoer iooked anyining But
threalvoing, ‘The Varslly bBacks wha
were given 8 muiimum of profecibom By
ihe forwards throughout. allowed na
opportunily 1o pass, sod iBelr movenrnis
wire & wars pepetrative and full of peiish
and fnmb. Brothets® fpest #ffoft of
the day wus the clocklike precizion with
which England Prown, Arnell, and Biop-
ford mosed towards (he end of ihe fame
and which culminated ln & Beautiful L7y
by Bropford, wha was playing on ihe
wing & Lhe 1ime. Many hrilltant tn-
dividusl efforts were festured In Brothels
play, but there was nelther spred TOT
lltn‘n aboul ihelr co-ordinsied sdiances

| gribaling
| atasted Lhe

(mnd they provided s piece of Rugby thal
|could net Be bel

| Btopiara waa sent over  This wma their

BCORING MOVEMENTA. |

Only one try was rrglitered im the
frst  Baif. "Tarsity staried & move In
ihelr own ares, aod the bell wea cacried
By B srrien of defi and ACCUTAER pEsars
i3 Brothers' 23, Vincont handling (wke
and giving the Mnal e to big foresro
Whysii, whose combloed Bbulk ind speed
did the rem. Brothers went close 0
equalising the score when England sent
Brown awsy, He evaded Viocent's iacile
hut Mian, coming from Dehind. got the
winger, whose Infcid pass was amothered
Thete was no let-up o the of the
atudent Aftesn in the second half, and
the undemsisnding beiween becka and
forwards was demonstrated Iln 1wo guirk
iTiea. After Viocent and Clark and
Hayes had made much groumd the (of
wards took charge and “Bimbo™ White
rucked ciose 1o ths Lne, whers Ne gave
ihe ball to Hamilton, who crossed easily
This was followsd Immedistely by Viaceui
the ball clenr of &l opponl-
{iony w0 ground over ihe lime. . Clark
neRt move, Lhe baii fnally |
reaching Hares, With & fAne sideetep
piog burst Lhe winger crossed st e
rorner, and Edwards goaled. Brothers |
then temporarily came Intn thelr own, |

_—

England. Afmell,
and Brown made Boles In the defeace
snf with unerring tranafers sl top speed

only scorr. and “Varsity agded to thelr
peinis right on time, when the Clurk
RAroihers made Vinoent the man-over and
the big cemtre used his pace effeciively.

Y.M.CA (M) v. VALLEY (1R).

The opening Bxtiure, T M.C.A. v. Valltyn,
provided a surprise. the latter  holdiog
the heavy snd specdy T.MCA ATieen 0
the tune of F poinis to & The game
was fraponsible for some fAne football
juns by Condon (Vaileyy and Esson
IYMCAL pver hall the length of the
field belng wurihy Individusl effore,
Fason was the star perfofmer of the
meatch, his stand-off! half sork being con-
structively scund, while his facility te
changr direciion in full speed wan very
discafiéertiing to the defence,

Valleys are ofrtainiy an Im ny side,

1hetr witl

day were e red by Kennedy,
and Condop, M, Edwards u peoally
. Bartom 1), Esson, , and
Adam crossrd for the Wwinners, snd

University wins the first Welsby Cup played - 1933

Prectically the whale of the YMOA tram was eaughi by the camers when the
TALCA. players belog brought down by m “bosi-lace” ackie in the Rap

Plenty of Support, But The ““Bootlace” Tackle Won.

i §

tneranbes ohtained 1k plelare, T shows
Umnion flnal agaimet Univercity om K:l.m,.ﬂm -

1933 Grand Final v YMCA
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Bob Risson — a member
of the 1933 UQ team

Hemmed in by Universlty players, the V.M.C.A.  half, was ondecided

whether to lkick ntlrlll the Ball cames inte hia pomsession In the
Rughby Uniom final st the Exhibition ¢n Baturday.

The Grand Final v YMCA
11th September 1933

FOOTBALL MATCH AT UNIVERSITY OVAL.

:'I_.'_—..-I. ! y
— g ‘Il ‘A’\._lu'o'.';. g "*

B

Plav in the Cambined Universitiss v Metropolis Rughy Union maich yestesday. A Univenily player
pocures the ball frem a line-out

Australian Universities v Metropolitan
Rugby Union — 1933 in Sydney
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Aot Dvsioney Haves deaalieng ol Blse Auvesiruilicae
NV aigertiesd the 1934 AN Misrolrs ind e Exlritsition
Anrmnrapind il By \:“.I' s ofme, Wty Faticda aimi
"l T Raedaditr

Left Flerrkaer fivenry Claark Fearvey fibwe grownd fe
tarfneg okt arn AL Black for dwe Arstnadien XV

Australian Universities in Japan

It was a memorable year for Jim Clark. He led the A Grade, coached by Fred Nicholson,
to another Premiership, defeating GPS 20-18 in the Grand Final. The team also won the
Welsby Cup outright again defeating GPS, this time by 10-6, forcing Tom Welsby to donate
another trophy. Scorers: /. G. Clark 2 tries, P L. Dixon 2 conversions.
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42 :

Australian Universities toured Japan, with eleven from the Club in the squad. Future Wallaby
Captain Vay Wilson, massive flyhalf Fitz Vincent, Charlie Minnis, Harley Stumm, Phil
Silcock, Phil Clark, and a young Poley Evans were included.

When the All Blacks toured Australia later that season, there were nine Queenslanders picked
in an Australian XV, which gave the Blacks a fright. With Jim Clark and Fitz Vincent in the
side, the Australian XV held them 6-all until a Hugh McLean try broke the deadlock for an
11-6 New Zealand victory.

19349 Quecnstand University teara, Futive Wallaby captain Vayro
Wilseni dni tyfrical pose with bis steeves vofled i

A Grade

41 Pa

T |y A

Eet & Wpving pebegos By ey Wpdia” & Uslverdty Wbkt Sppsars fo B
premoiure with hh chibreeliss o Lhe Besibers v Uabrerilly Reghy Unten
oup Fmale

Uni v Brothers — April 1934
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At Intervarsity A Grade defeated Melbourne 9-8 (Hall try, H. Shand 2 penalty goals) but lost
the final to Sydney 32-8. (Faine try, H. Shand conv., 1 penalty goal) two days later.

1934 — Australian Universities v Hong Kong

1935

Fitz Vincent played one last match for Queensland before travelling to Canada to further
his dental career — running at will against the Maoris in a 39-22 win. The University’s 1936

Rhodes Scholar, Club hooker Ron Atkinson, also left for England at the end of the 1935

season, but played again on return.

F. R. (Fitz) Vincent The Queensland Emblem
Ron Atkinson _f rom ’
University of Queensland Ron Atkinson’s Jersey

Rhodes Scholar - 1936
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44 :

Eagle Junction made a remarkable entry into the Brisbane competition, switching from
Australian Rules to Rugby, and winning Premierships at each in successive seasons. With
players like Boyd and Butch Oxlade, Chappie Schulte, Cyril Andrews, Johnny Kirwan and
later world famous golfing legend Norman Von Nida, they won the Senior C Grade in 1933
as Valleys C. The next year they won the B Grade Premiership, so they applied to play A
Grade in 1935. 'They were duly accepted and won the Premiership at their first attempt —
then won again in the next two years for good measure. The master Coach behind the hat-
trick was Alex Mortimer.

phycr making a ﬂxlng tackle at one of the Unlvcrslt stalwart
“the Rugby Unlon match at the Exhibition Grounds on sn{urday, ’

Uni v GPS at the Exhibition Ground - 1935

A Grade had begun the season with promise, and secured the Welsby Cup, defeating YMCA
19-11.

1936

This year A Grade won the Ambulance Cup, defeating YMCA 14-5,
the Old Buffers' Cup defeating Eagle Junction (/. W/ Evans scored
all the team’s points), defeated Combined Schools in the annual
match 8-3, defeated Sydney Uni 27-0 and in the Intervarsity Final
two days later defeated Melbourne Uni 39-3. Scorers: P L. Dixon 2,
J. W Evans 2, E. Faine, R. Elliott, V. Nicholson, 2 M. Silcock,
J. Tully tries, ]. W, Evans 4 goals, Hempenstall 2 goals. In the Club
competition, YMCA defeated A Grade in the Semifinals 13-3.

University player
W F Nixon-Smith
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i o ks T S

With a Qnr.tnslanﬂ defender ready (o pounce, ane of S:rdmr Universlty's
Rugby Union forwards gels away wilth the ball at toe doring vesterday's
game at the Brishane Crickel Ground.

] .c-\.: -c‘it:wrx
P 4 53\.

! s "".3 ;-
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> :1- 5 1;‘,_"- ﬁs L '\ﬂ- Cxeot -'\f i
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Nichalson (Unlversily) attempts to get throogh s during Salur-
day’s Rugby Union match agalnsl GP.5, at the Exhibition.
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1937

Eagle Junction won its third Premiership in a row despite losing to Uni 9-14 during the
second round. The Club had had a successful Intervarsity defeating Adelaide Uni 20-6 and
Melbourne Uni 5-3 before losing the Final to Sydney Uni 12-5. Scorers: V. Nicholson try,
P Clark conv.

The Gewot Public Schash’ half-back goes down o g leckle in e Bugby Union moich ogoand Uewendty on the
Mo, 4 Eshebriten Chal

Uni v the Great Public Schools XV — July 1937

Uni v GPS Club - July 1937
A University player steps around a tackler at the Exhibition Ground No 2
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The UQ Team off to Melbourne for the 1937 Intervarsity

Although the University would not be moving to St Lucia for some years yet, preparation was
underway, as seen in these photos of construction of the sporting ovals.

UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND ST LUCIA
THE NEW OVALS

New Ovals Under Construction at St Lucia. These photographs were taken circa 1937-38
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1938

Vay Wilson led A Grade to the Premiership, its fifth in the decade, defeating YMCA 14-3 in
the Grand Final, Scorers: W N. Wensley try, J. W, Evans 3 penalty goals, 1 conversion.

William N. Wensley — father of the current Governor of Queensland, Her
Excellency Ms Penelope Wensley AC.

The B Grade won as well. A Grade had coasted to the title and rarely had its
line crossed, although YMCA had caused an upset in the final a week earlier,

S | winning 16-6.

Vay Wilson was in A Grade from 1933 and toured Japan with Australian Universities in
1934. A second rower or prop, he led Australia in three of his five Tests and was regarded as a
popular leader and deep thinker. While an undergraduate Vay was regarded as somewhat of a
mathematician; he was known for his tactical expertise and his teams invariably did well.

University and Australian heavyweight boxing champion Bill Monti also won Test selection
against the All Blacks. Roger Salter, who was to become a leading Brisbane obstetrician, made

his debut for Queensland.

A Grade — Premiers in 1938: Winners of Doughty Premiership Shield and R.N.A Club Championship, 1938

Front Row: C. McCallum (Hon. Sec.), R. B. Salter, A. W, Monti, V. W. Wilson (Capt.),
V. M. Nicholson (V. Capt), J. W Evans, J. G. Clark (Hon. Coach).

Second Row: V. J. Batstone, A. D. Isles, J. C. Tully, P C. R. Proctor, E. N. Faine, R. A. Astill.

Third Row: V. E. Schmidt, E. Muller, P M. Silcock (Hon. Treas.), W N. B. Wensley,

C. M. Manning.
Back Row: C. K. Bryson, J. S. Sullivan.
Insert: R. Elliott..
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University A Grade v YMCA

SEWCZEALAND WINS CUHIED RUGEY O UNION  TEST TELEPIUAE  GHES  FECEIVE AT TS

oty

L

R King the NI Blace toaseard has a strat gle molef s b Veopmgy  the asdralor captat tmothe I ivhy
L ororr best prasteoh sdarhy Wews Aealupel veam bs T4 paognre tochoat thie Lo ot Y, srosined o0 St diay . Ckleers
or e pi e brangm e beli ace 4 Haeaadh b Bemaaes AV st 80 T oamboies wnd F Tackeom

University’s Vay Wilson being mugged by an All Black forward in a 1938 Test Match
Wilson was the Wallaby Captain
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J Evans (Varsity) about to
tackle D Crawford from GPS.

Ovals J. Evame (“Varsier) threstems 1n intrefen wieh D,
j" Cumtonds (GP5,) sprist fos 1he lisa.
S—

Codd's

Ron Atkinson (Varsity) leading the charge
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The Australian Rugby Team — 1938
Captained by University's Vay Wilson

B Grade — 1938 Premiers

Front Row:  C. McCallum, (Hon.Sec.) J. Markwell, W. N. Martin, I. N. Thomas(Vice Capt.),
J. V. Hynes, J. G. Willis, J. G. Clark (Hon. Coach).

Second Row:  G. Corones, R. G. Martin, P D. Kelly, C. A. Holmes, N. B. Willmer,
R. M. Salisbury.

Third Row:  A. E ODriscoll, H. G. Lavers, P M. Silcock (Hon. Treas.), W E. Mayo,
D. A. Henderson.

Back Row:  J. H. Bookless, G. B. Miedecke.

Insets: W. G. 1aylor (Capt.), R. Riddell, D. Provan.
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Jack "Young Poley" Evans shows his determination in a match against GPS

1939

The Club Competition Grand Final was played in July prior to the Wallaby selection trials
being held in Sydney. YMCA proved that its side with five State representatives, Eddie Bonis,
Alan Livermore, Stark, James and Comerford was good enough to cause an upset, winning
the Grand Final 15-8. This relegated to Runners-up the same Uni team which had displayed
its toughness the previous week when they downed the hard Eagle Junction side 16-14. This
win may have come at the cost of the Premiership.

Interstate bias was alive and well in the pre-World War II days, as shown by the selection of
the Second Wallabies to Britain in 1939. Seventeen players from NSW were chosen, but only
eight from Queensland, despite NSW being soundly beaten in the Interstate matches and
one of the trials. Queensland scored an unprecedented nine tries in defeating NSW 32-15 at
the Exhibition Ground in front of the Australian Selectors.

With a Wallaby tour in the offing the Queenslanders turned it on, and had Alan Livermore
been on target with his kicks, the score would have been even greater — he landed only 2
goals from 12 shots. The Club Captain and lock, Vay Wilson was Queensland Captain, Bill
Monti was in the second row and Vaux Nicholson on the wing. Nicholson scored three tries
and Monti one.

The following Saturday Queensland repeated the dose, but the 20-17 margin was a lot closer.
Queensland appeared to get out of jail as NSW, down 14-15, looked certain to score but
YMCA'’s diminutive winger Jackie Comerford intercepted — inside his own in-goal — and ran
100 metres to score the match winner for Queensland.

1930 -1939
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The return matches were played in Sydney as Wallaby trials, and Queensland won the third
game 21-14 but lost the fourth 17-15. When the Wallaby team to tour the UK was named,
it included three Uni players, Vay Wilson (Captain), Bill Monti, and Vaux Nicholson. They
got the trip to England, but that was all. No sooner had the team arrived in London than the
Chamberlain Government declared war on Germany, and Rugby was forgotten. The team
returned to Australia and went into history as “the team that never played a game.”

Vay Wilson remained in England as he was to continue his studies as a Carnegie Fellow,
but he deferred and joined the Royal Navy. He rose to the rank of Commander and was

awarded the DSC. A Consultant Psychologist, he later became President of the World Heath
Organisation.

With the outbreak of war, the whole of the Queensland backline joined the 7th Division
of the AIE, went to Malaya and became prisoners of war, five dying in captivity. Chappie
Schulte, the halfback, and Vaux Nicholson, University’s winger, returned home. Chappie
died several years later, but Vaux became a Judge of the District Court and lived a full life until

he and his daughter were both killed in a tragic car accident on the Brisbane-Toowoomba
road in 1970.

Although some well regarded sources (such as Jack Pollard in his Ampol Book of Australian
Sporting Records) have stated that there was no Rugby competition in Brisbane from 1940
to 1945, further research reveals that a Brisbane competition was conducted during the War
years. It consisted initially of six teams — University 1 and 2, GPS, YMCA, Eagle Junction
and Brothers. The QRU was anxious to avoid a repeat of the World War 1 debacle when
Rugby Union disbanded. Looking back on the Thirties, University was the dominant Club,
with five Premierships and a host of representative players.

The example set by Tommy Lawton had become a beacon for the Club — to play the game
with intelligence, skill, teamwork, and the right spirit.

i 2

AN INCIDENT during the rugty motch between Quesnilond ond Adelaide
Universities at University Oval yesterdoy. Queenslond won ofter a very muddy
game.

.
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A young Gordon Greenwood —
later to become President and then
Patron of the Club

T Adesards' swanfasd oy a0 carmaned oo resiale e e 15020 Wanhlsnbvy bevialewninfs - Bary Wililsrin
Faglaeniad {0 8% dianfutinin b, Witdly Wvififseren @ analiadiner s stninl
APl €alibas aivisi § Fdwo-d i Al |
Monti Wilson Lewis

Captain Vay Wilson (top) and Sydney’s Aub Hodgson training on the ship to England
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It is rather difficult to kick a goal after a try in Rughy
Union. Evans (University) is attempting it with Dixon
on the ground, where he had been holding the ball.

=l Wl e

A good example of how all conversion place kicks had to be taken until 1957.
The ball had to held off the ground by a specialist ‘holder’ until the kicker started his run in.

P

The future St Lucia Campus from Highgate Hill — mid 1930s.
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1940-1949
ANOTHER WAR - HARDSHIP AND GLORY

The decade started on a bad note. World War II was under way in Europe, and although
over 200 Queensland Rugby players enlisted, the QRU decided to continue the competition
between six Clubs. University decided to continue playing, perhaps recalling what happened
during the First World War, when Rugby went into hibernation for many years in Queensland.
Eagle Junction won its second successive Premiership, defeating GPS 6-3 in the 1940 Grand
Final.

Norbert Byrne has retained a priceless piece of memorabilia — the Minutes Book from the
Club’s meetings in the Forties, and it makes interesting reading. It shows how short of facilities
players were in those days.

At the March meeting in 1944, for example, Noel Hoyling moved that practice be held on
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons at Victoria Park. The motion was seconded and carried.
Then it was moved that the Secretary contact the Hockey Association to obtain permission
for the Rugby players to use the dressing-rooms at Victoria Park. Seconded and carried. (The
Hockey Club later refused to allow use of its ground and rooms.) Finally, it was recommended
that the Secretary write to T. C. Beirne Ltd (a major department store) as to the possibility of
obtaining jerseys from them. Seconded and carried. Meeting adjourned.

At the April meeting of 1944 the only item of business discussed was the Club’s shortage of
footballs. The Honorary Secretary, Bruce. R. Moore said that the problem lay not with balls,
but rather in the shortage of bladders. An order had been placed with Massey’s Sports Depot
for bladders, and the Committee decided to empower the Secretary to purchase up to seven
balls. The meeting then closed.

The June meeting of 1944 was decidedly more interesting. It was resolved that “the Secretary
write to the QRU Secretary informing him that University A Grade team would refuse to
play any matches refereed by W. Wyllie.” The Minutes do not disclose any further details
regarding the unpopularity of Mr Wyllie.

At the 1945 Annual General Meeting the President H. E (Frank) McGrath congratulated
the members “who did so much to uphold the Varsity Club, not so much by winning cups
and trophies, as by the certain good spirit fostered in the Club, to give of its best in the
furtherance of the amateur game.”

At the 1946 AGM held in March, it was recorded “That the first practice be held on Thursday,
but that everyone should have a run before that so they wouldn’t be stiff on Thursday.” Many
things have changed over the years, but not that soreness in the legs after the first training
run.
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FRESH FROM THE FINAL

D. P, CODKE, Full Blue, Foolball
Des. proved the outstanding [ive-
cighth In Brisbane this year. Played
for Brisbane and was selecied in
Queensland team. Has been club's
most consistent performer.

G. SHARPE, Full Blue, Diminu-
tive “Shep” Sharpe, paved the way
for many & try with his paralysing
speed. Among best cenires in Bris-
bane, and represented City against
Toowoomba,

W. T. MORRISON, Full Blue
Hardest worker in o pack thal some-
times caused half-back Stacey to
weep bitier tears of rage Bill
finished wup & grand forward, rug-
ged and enterprising. Played for
Hrisbane and Queensland.

B, J. ELLIOTT, Full Rlue. Dick
is one of our seasoned velerans; re-
turned after o year's spell full of
vim. Hard tackler and keen elub
supporier—just missed out on the
represenlutive honours.

LIONEL RICHETTS, Hall Blue.
“"Butch™ to his confreres, had a fear=
some aspeclt, and & charge like o
battering bull Played for Brisbane
agoingt Toowoomba: unfortunately
on military manceuvres over last
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expression on Hon. See. Grieve's face
when full-back Donovan nearly
handed out a try to Sheshan in an
otherwise safe performance. Spec-
tators looked that way, ioo, when
they heard what he said.

But our hats go off to Morrison as
one of the best forwards in Brishans
to-day, and to Charlie Elliott also
for a brillisnt open forwasrd game.

V. NICHOLSON,
Caplain Varsity A Grade.
mhm‘ﬁw|

CLAEKE KICKED A WINNER:

o

mwmmmm?u-'
sity move fo an 8-0 led st Balf- C GRADE HEROES.
time. But with that usual reckless | Varsity this year also carried off
abandon, forwards proceeded o fold fhe RN.A. Cup for the best club
up. Two penalties brought Brothers performance. Our vietory here was
mu,mvmunwm!dummmﬂucm
turned lo stone when they had an- “Blevans” fifteen warriors, unwept
other kick under the posts Luckily, |
they missed, and the lads in Bed |constant depletions, to finish op
hung on Gl the final bell, wWhen | fifieen points ahead of Brothers.
Filot Officer Clarke, with great pre- | Otherwise we'd have been out of the
gence of mind seized the pigskin and pisture,
with a mighty boot managed hi

| THE BOYS CELEERATE.

trickle it over the side-line.
REAL RED TERRORS.

But in the grand final, Varsity | ,, inions SeEson. B
mw&mmw?wmmm'iﬂmuMﬂh
properly. Right from the jump they oo pered 1o do 8 bit of relaxing
started to pound away st the blue |, o 4.  penevolent eye of
whaole -uhmmm u"l."i’. m | Senial Ve 4

ty minu
ing almost inevitable, first try 'H!s.:dm'. mmﬂwm o
by flying “Voks" Nicholson, and | . cobere on the lower arc of
converied by “Poley” Evans. Not h:mhﬂ.
be cutdone, his brother flankman, |

Clarke, capped a pood run with a [,

mwmunmmm.mi

{
|

S Np———-

Varsl

1941 Grand Final - Blues Awards
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A memorable year for the Club, as A Grade won another Premiership under the leadership
of Vaux Nicholson. It defeated Minor Premiers Brothers 8-6 in the Premiership Final, but
Brothers exercised its right of challenge. It was not a good decision. This time A Grade went
even better, winning 23-6 in the Grand Final, played at the Brisbane Grammar School Oval.
The Club’s Des Cooke capped off an outstanding season with the win. (In 1979, his younger
son Peter would also win a memorable A Grade Premiership with the Club, and his elder son
Bruce was selected from Easts to play fullback for Australia against Ireland.)

Scorers: V. Nicholson, J. Sharpe, J. Evans, A. O’Driscoll and A. Tonakie tries, J. Evans 4 conv.
In B Grade, University 11 d GPS 10 as the final bell rang.

The expansion of World War II in the Pacific brought the struggle closer to Australia, and
many more men enlisted. The QRU competition was reduced to four teams over the next
three years — University, Brothers, GPS and YMCA. The University Sports Union suspended
competition in all other sports. Although the Rugby Club continued to play on, it did so
without immediate success; it was not to win a Premiership again until 1945.

1942

Des Cooke continued his form into this season with a highly regarded performance against
Brothers in the season opener. The Sunday Mail reported that Cooke organised “counter
raids that were carried out with consistent felicity of execution” then after the interval “he set
his facile feet into top gear, sliced the defence and scored under the posts.” The team defeated
Brothers 18-3. The No.2 side “ground GPS into the paddock 9-5.” (University fielded two
teams in A Grade — Al and A2). In the A Grade Grand Final, GPS defeated Eagle Junction
11-9 to win the Premiership.

Cooke Spoiled Broth
Of Brothers

ARSITY and victory must surely be synoymous. Just

to prove the point, the lads of the higher seat of

learning opened the Rughy Union season yesterday at the

Exhibition Ground by keeping a successful double date
with G.P.5. and Brothers.

ARSITY No. 2 team ground G.P.S. FORWARD DE LUXE,

into the paddock, 9—5, after &
scratch-as-seratch-can  seb-to; then
the student No. 1 brigade took over
and simply dive-bombed Brothers off
the arena by 18 points to 3.
This second and main game was
a revelation of  oul-of-the-holes
!urm by Unl's
ynamic stand-off half, Du. i.‘.'olip
Cm-r definitely spoiled all Brothers
attacking broth.
S'fact that the brethren were sel-

dom allowed any scope to effect riot- Eddie Johnson tried to m:.gem- stu-
ous ition, while the red backs, dents on his own BETUm
with hthm-Bmwu. and Hoy- base. With Brian O ell he ever

schemed through Varsity's

ling, the spearbead, . su ue-d the
power Tor counter ruids weTe
carried out with consistent r-:llcur of
execution.

Few  movements either sidé
reached thelr ntend destination,
and scoring came more through indi-
vidual brilliancy than Intensity of
team effort.

Cookde's try just after the Intarval
was the gem of the day. ‘Taking a
pass from the ruck, he set his facile
feet Into top, and with & clever
change of pace, sliced thé® defence
and scored under the posts.

This Jave the ‘grads 13—3
break and lhu blue
mivd ﬁhlus never recovered. “Fans”
Chenoweth and  Mart Hanson
crossed for the winners' first-half

inis,. Manszen's effort in jJoining

a back line movement Lo gel his
iry stamped him a8 up and com-
ing loose forward de luxe.

“Pans” and Bil MouTtison (alike on
the field) ran the op le mzfed
and were the pick

in which
n L.
nﬁnfur Atherton and Stan.

rearline, always came O

Ivers'

ml!nt.

i Warsl
Chmﬂh.
Eoals)

rien; E‘I:ﬁf::hi ey -nlu
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1943

When the Club successfully contested the Fred C. Lea Cup in July 1943, defeating GPS by
20 points to 12, the scorers were: H. Dunn 2, Willis and C. Windsor tries; Givens 2, Willis

1 conversion.

Later however, in the 1943 Grand Final, GPS turned the tables and retained its Premiership,
defeating University 10-8 at the Exhibition No 1 Oval.

Both sides scored two tries and Rod Proctor (who had previously played for Uni and who
would return to the Club later in the 1940s) converted both for GPS, while Noel Hoyling
converted only one of the Students’ tries.

The GPS players had obviously heeded the warning issued two days before in the Courier
Mail:

"GPS has a definite chance provided it does not give away penalties as it did last Saturday, when
penalties provided the kicking opportunities which enabled Uni star goalkicker Noel Hoyling to
build up a winning margin of 6-0 in the first half."

1944

University again fielded two teams in the A Grade competition, but YMCA finished the
Club’s Premiership hopes when it defeated the Club’s No 1 team 17-6 in the Preliminary
Final. The scores were tied at 6-6 well into the second half, but on 13th August the Sunday

Truth reported that “when the ‘yes-men’ turned on the weight” it was “no go” for the Uni
No 1 side.

Two weeks earlier the first team (A1) had defeated the second side (A2) but not before the
seconds’ backline, with the experienced combination of Adams, Wilkes and MacDonald had
“nearly put the Al three-quarters on the spot” and it was reported that “all the Als had been
included in the City team for (the) next Saturday.” For the record A1l 11, (Moore, Hoyling and
Ryan tries, Hoyling 1 conv). d A2 6, (Byrne, MacDonald 1 try each).

The City team included Club members: C. Windsor, N. Hoyling, W. Wilson, B. Moore, H.
Flanagan and J. Roe. The reserves included £ Carmody. On the same day, in Reserve Grade
the B side defeated West End 18-13. The Great Public Schools combined team selected to
play University on Wednesday 2nd August included some prominent players of the future,
including Winning, Quatermass, O’Brien, Cottee, Gow, Pembroke, Beebe, McCann, Thompson,
and Cheong.

YMCA won the A Grade Premiership, defeating GPS 8-3.

Medical student Clem Windsor’s star was on the rise, and years later he recalled how these
early days launched his career:

After  several years of Club Rugby, I represented Queensland at fullback in 1945,
46 and 47, Australia v N.Z. in 1947, and following that game, was selected in
the Wallaby team to tour the British Isles, France, Canada and the United States of America. We
sailed on the Orion from Sydney, spent three summery weeks in Penzance, Cornwall, preparing
for the tour, and then over a total period of nine months played thirty-eight games, winning
thirty-three and losing five — two of which were international matches - against Wales and France
respectivel).
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Following the American leg of the tour, I returned to England to start my surgical training, which
was to last for five years, during which I received total support from my father. Dad was always
a prolific writer, whose letters were most welcome and great morale boosters during the many
vicissitudes of those years of playing Rugby, studying for the Fellowship, training in practical surgery,
courting and wedding a lovely English girl, before returning to Australia and a life of surgery.

Queensland University in 1940 was still at the river end of George Street, with the old stone
Government House, and always fielded strong Rugby teams. The Domain was our training ground
- minimal facilities, no night lighting, and therefore training sessions of very limited duration in
the winter months, and formal training non-existent. They were really fitness sessions for those
who had the enthusiasm to turn up. Added to this was the compounding problem of scattered
University Colleges, with the new Herston Medical School and the adjacent General Hospital
complex bearing no physical relationship to the George Street Campus.

"The straw that broke the camel's back" occurred in 1941, when the Army took over the Domain,
covered it with "temporary” barracks, and brought our Rugby training there to an abrupr halk.
For those of us at the Medical School, Victoria Park at the bottom of the drive was ideal for our
purpose, and we met there twice a week during the football season. The enthusiasts from George
Street had to walk, tram, and walk again to get to training, and usually, by that time, it was late
and dark, and the medical students had gone home.

“Competition games were played on the Exhibition Main Oval and Rugby League on No.2. The
proverbial two men and a dog came to our games, and not many more to the League. Their games
[finished earlier than ours, and always there was a late influx of Leaguies, who were not backward
in commenting on Rugby Union in gmeml, and our expertise in pﬂm'cular.

The Exhibition Oval had, as it still does, a track around the perimeter which doubled as an
athletic, trotting or speedway track, as the occasion demanded.

During the R.N.A. Show Week in August, the whole oval would be churned up by horses, cattle,

trucks, motor bikes etc., and by the time the Rugby Finals were played the following weekend, the
ground had the appearance and consistency of dirty concrete. A trial to play on, every footballer
lost skin off knees and elbows, but wondrous to relate, nobody contracted Tetanus or other equally
[frightful disease. Passive immunisation was in, and after each game, there was always a group of
players off to the General Hospital across the road for their Tetanus shots. The racing track edge
came very close to the corner flags of the Rugby field, and many a player suffered the pain of landing
on the track as he dived over to score, or more frequently, as he was hurled into touch.

Lower Grade games were played at Kalinga Park and Eagle Farm, so the preliminary activity before
each game was to get rid of the grazing cows, and fill a bucket with spadefuls of their excreta.

University, Brothers, YM.C.A. and Eagle Junction were the mainstay teams throughout the War,
always with a liberal sprinkling of servicemen, recruited just before the game to fill a vacant spot.
None of us was really fit, in the modern day sense of the word; no replacements were allowed, and
a squeeze of an orange or nothing at all was our half time fluid replacement.

Nobody knew or thought about dehydration, so we were exhausted at the completion of our games.
In the early and latter part of the season, with the Brisbane temperatures in the 30s, we used to long
Jfor the end of the contest so that we could go to the nearest tap and replenish our stores.

My football skills at Terrace were pretty minimal, but as I progressed through the grades at University
1 developed some expertise as a fullback, and gradually cemented my position there for the ten years
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1 played Club, State, and International Rugby in Australia and overseas.

In 1928 Dad built a wonderful home on Gregory Terrace, close to the Christian Brothers School,
and just ten minutes walk across Victoria Park to the Medical School. I loved Rugby and as my
game improved, I decided there was room in my life, not only to graduate in Medicine, but also to
make some sort of name for myself in the sport. I had no pretensions for greatness, for it was war-
time, the future uncertain, and the game at a low ebb, but shortly after the cessation of hostilities in
1945, the Home Unions invited the Wallabies to return in 1947 on a tour identical to that which
the ill fated team of 1939 was denied, returning home from England without playing a game.
It was then that I set my sights on achieving a place in that first post-war team to the Northern
Hemisphere.

Every weekday I trained in Victoria Park, my only companion a Rugby ball. For an hour, or
until it was too dark to see, I would run and kick, run and kick, until I could land a ball on a
nominated spot, and make it run on, or bounce awkwardly, as I desired. It was a wonderful time
of relaxation and pleasure, and I was the fittest fellow to run on to the field on Saturday. Sunday

was a day of rest and recovery and on Monday I ran again. We had no Coach - I was my own and
the Club's as well.

I found it a little disturbing to be a minor Rugby figure in war-time, for I was a civilian unhappy
about my lot, and I counted the days to my graduation and joining the services. It was not to be
however, for I passed my final exam in June 1946, a year too late.

The Queensland v N.S.W. Intervarsity matches recommenced in the autumn of 1945 after the
cessation of hostilities. Now a fifth year medical student, having played First Grade Rugby for
three years, two as University Captain, I took the first post-war Varsity side south to play Sydney
University.

The game attracted a big crowd to the University Oval in the shadow of Prince Alfred Hospital,
and as [ remember it, both sides threw the ball around in a great game, which Sydney won, 21-20.
1 did myself no harm with a good game including a field goal from halfway, and I was very pleased
with our overall performance. University sides are always strong, ours was no exception, and we
came home well content with our effort.

Several weeks later after the R.N.A. Show, the first Interstate game was played on the Exhibition
Oval - rock hard, dirty and dusty - in front of five thousand people. NSW was unknown, but
no more than Queensland, with its six University representatives. There was nothing between the
sides in a great game, but we lasted better - I presume the ground and heat helped - and we ran
out winners by 24-15. Stan Ryan, the Télegraph sports writer, wrote some kind words about me,
and for the first time I began to think seriously about the Wallabies to England in 1947 and my
chances of making that side.

All going according to Hoyle, I would graduate in June 1946. This was my first priority, and
although 1 played in the two Interstate matches of 1946, I made myself unavailable for the Wallaby
tour of New Zealand that winter, because of the impending Final Year Examinations in which,

happily, I was successful. Two days later at the Mater Hospital began rwelve months of very hard
[ifteen to eighteen hour days, acceptance of responsibility - albeit minor in degree - and decision

making unknown to us as medical students, while in the back of my mind lurked the thought of
the Wallaby tour one year hence.

My selection plan was to be available to play every Saturday of the next Rugby season, and, with
that in mind, and the cooperation of six fellow residents, I worked for eighteen consecutive summer
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weekends, so that each resident owed me three winter weekends. As it turned out I used up only

ten of those weekends, so they got off lightly.

[ tried to keep relatively fit in the early part of 1947, although the hospital workload made it
difficult. I used to run most nights up past Boggo Road jail, while my fellow residents held the fort
- no longer did I have the luxury of a football and Victoria Park to my heart's content. Indeed, 1
handled a football only on match days.

Nobody really challenged me for the Queensland fullback position, and we had a very meritorious
win over NSW at the Exhibition in the lead up to the first of two Tests against the All Blacks.
Brian Piper, the Sydney University fullback was preferred to me in the First Test - a dour affair in
Brisbane, which New Zealand won. A week later Queensland played New Zealand, and although
beaten 22-15 in a grear game, we were delighted that our impoverished Rugby team did so well.
The pundits were kind to me and the Telegraph writer, Frank Larkin, a former State player, had
this to say: ""The Queensland Fullback, Clem Windsor, played the greatest game of his career.
We have seen some excellent displays from this mercurial fullback. His tackling was faultless,
and called upon repeatedly, he never missed his man. A trip to Great Britain seems a foregone
conclusion. On his display today he should be the first choice for the fullback position in
the Second Test."

And so it was; I played for my country one week later at the Sydney Cricket Ground. Although
beaten, 22-14, we were not disgraced, and I performed creditably. Two days later a team of thirty
tourists was announced on national radio, and I was one of those chosen.

Everything had fallen into place - I had graduated in medicine, completed, exactly to the day, my
registration year at an accredited hospital, achieved the ultimate goal of any sportsman, to represent
his country on the playing field, and finally, chosen to tour as a Wallaby on the most prestigious
of all tours, to the seven Rugby nations of the Northern Hemisphere - the British Isles, France,
Canada and America - a ten-month odyssey, the like of which has never been repeated.

What a delight it occasioned amongst the myriad of Windsor friends and patients, particularly
my father — adviser, critic and Coach. The simple statistics were a touring side of thirty players-
one Victorian, seven Queenslanders and twenty-two New South Welshmen with a Manager and
Secretary. We sailed from Sydney for England via Melbourne, Fremantle, Colombo and Suez - a
stream of letters from all and sundry, but particularly Biddy and Dad, following me across the
world. A letter to Fremantle from Dad stated the obvious. "Biddy misses you terribly and is
counting the days to your return" and "You will be saying goodbye to Australian shores for
a few years. You surely have the chance of a lifetime. Make the most of your opportunities,
both on and off the football field, and be a good team man. You should be a wiser man when
next you see this land."

1945

This season was memorable not just for the end of World War 11, but 1945 provided the
Club with much to celebrate. For a start, the new grounds at St Lucia were made available for
sport, and despite the presence of stray horses and cattle, the Rugby teams were able to train
there. It paid off handsomely, as A Grade won the Premiership, beating Brothers 15-10 in the
Grand Final to win the Horsley Trophy (and also earning the Dinmore Pottery Cup.) The
Sunday Mail reported Clem Windsor as playing his best game in the Grand Final.

Note: The Horsley Trophy (not Cup) was awarded from 1942 to 1945 to the winner of the
A Grade Premiership.
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64 :

Skipper Clem Windsor dominated the match with his accurate kicking, faultless handling
and combination with his backline. He converted all three tries.

The only game Brothers won in seven clashes that year was the Welsby Cup final 13-6, which
amazingly was that Club’s first and only trophy since the Rugby revival in 1929.

Heralding future successes, Uni B Grade was undefeated, winning the FC Lea Cup and the
Premiership.

At the representative level New South Wales, led by Mick Cremin, was defeated by Queensland
at the Exhibition Ground 14-19. The Blues team included Rudy Cornelson, the father of
Greg, a most memorable Queensland backrower in the Seventies. Greg’s four tries for the
touring Wallabies in the Third Test against the All Blacks in 1978 probably will never be
beaten. Club fullback Clem Windsor and seventeen year old flanker Arch Winning were
State representatives. (Arch is possibly the youngest player ever to play for his State, and he
went on to captain Queensland and Australia).

The victory was a remarkable performance, considering the almost non-existent preparation
of the Queensland team. Its first training run was on a rough field at the West End State
School oval, where a concrete cricket pitch ran down the middle and light was supplied by

car headlights.

Rugby Union had stayed alive - only just - in the wartime years. The standard was fair but
no team maintained a regular side. Many of the players were servicemen, in Brisbane for an
indefinite time and anxious for a game, but "here today, gone tomorrow". One of the good
things about service life was the policy of the Armed Services to play only Rugby Union in
official tournaments, and this meant that many gifted League players were obliged to play

Rugby.
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QUEENSLAND UNIVERSITY RUGBY UNION FOOTBALL TEAM

A - GRADE - FREMIERS — 1945

Front Bsw: H.FLANAGAN, T.RYAN, L.LOWTH (Vies-Capi); C.WINDSOR (Capi-& Conch), E-McGUINNESS, . BUOHANON, H.FIKL
Besond Row: N.WILKRS, W.WILSON, J.ROE, H.OROWLEY, DJOHNSTONE, K. WINNING.
Bach Row: M.QUATERMASE, RAIMMSE, F.BOWLY, 0. ERZETICH, F.WILBON.
Inant: E.AMERN

A Grade - 1945
Premiers (Defeated Brothers 15-10)
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L-R: Clem Windsor, QRU Official Dinny Guilfoyle (holding the Horsley Trophy)
Bryan 0’Connell (Captain of Brothers)
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1946 - The first year of peace since 1939

The Club secured the Club Championship, fielding an A Grade, two B Grades, and a C
Grade team, but A Grade was defeated by Brothers in a tryless Semi-Final, 0-9. The side had
justified expectations before the Semifinal, having successfully defeated both YMCA and
Eagle Junction in the previous two matches, tallying six tries in each match:

A Grade 22 d YMCA 9 — Scorers: E. Abern, J. Carroll, A. Lemon, K. Winning, P Bridgman

and H. Dunn tries, D. Given 2 conversions.

A Grade 23 d Eagle Junction 8 — Scorers: W, G. Wilson 2, J. C Windsor, A. Lemon, P Bridgman
and K. Winning tries, J. C. Windsor 1 conv. and 1 penalty goal.

This first positive year saw the installation as A Grade Coach
of the legendary Dr Michael “Max” Hickey. He was to hold
the position for the next eight years, finishing after the 1953
season. Peter Bridgman was appointed Captain, and remained
in this role for two years.

Professor Max Hickey (1904-68) became involved with Uni
Club in 1928 and had represented Brisbane in the Bulimba
Cup Rugby League competition before the Club converted
back to Union. As a core player in the team he played a
significant role in the change to Rugby Union.

Max was an Arts student in the 1920s, obtaining his B.A in 1925
Dr Max Hickey MA, MBBS and his Master’s Degree in 1933. He commenced his medical
Degree in 1935, and was appointed Lecturer in Anatomy in

1942. He was made Professor and Head of the Department of Anatomy in 1959.

In addition to his coaching duties, Max was also the Club President for two or three years
prior to 1948.

In 1956 Union College moved to new premises in Wickham Terrace, and Max was appointed
Warden of the College, which became the hub for Uni Rugby Club in the 1950s. This was in
part due to the influence of Professor Hickey as he attracted a large number of Rugby players
to the College.

He combined all these activities with his demanding teaching position as the Professor of
Anatomy for the Queensland Medical School. His unique influence extended over anatomy
students, College students, and Rugby players.

Most of the Club’s good players of 1946 were selected for Queensland against New South
Wales. Newcomers were blockbusting winger Bill Wilson and a tall stylish five-eighth, Eddie
Broad, who was back after winning a Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) as a Squadron
Leader in the Royal Air Force (RAF). The team led by Bill McLean was soundly beaten 32-6
in the opening home clash, but reversed the result 28-25 in the return match. The successful
Queensland side with its strong Uni contingent was Clem Windsor, Jack McLean, Bill Wilson,
Kev Bourke, John Fogarty, Eddie Broad, Chappie Schulte, Alan Livermore, Bill McLean (Capt),
Alan Lemon, Graham Cooke, Pat Harvey, John Kirk, Kev Hodda, Bob McMaster, Arch Winning
and Mal Quatermass. The Referee was Tom Moore.
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Queensland centre Mal Quatermass
receiving a “don’t argue” from
NSW five-eighth Mick Cremin in the
Queensland v NSW game in Sydney

Mew South Wales tive-sighth, Mick Cremin, hox no trouble in

warding off Queenslond centre, Mol Quotermass, in the interstate

Rugby Union gome in Sydney on Saturdey. Co-centre John Dean,
&f. 2in. (ot right!, is coming across to help the defence.
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1947

Another year and another Premiership, with University defeating Brothers 8-6 in the A Grade
Grand Final. The scorers: G. Thompson try, C. E. Elliotr 1 conversion and 1 penalty goal.

By now there were seven teams in the A Grade competition, with Maristonians admitted in
1947. It had become a tougher contest, with seasoned war veterans who had returned from
World War II now mixing it with the youngsters.

In those days Fergus Wilson was a young prop forward competing for the Club in the
A Grade competition. He recalls:

“I played my early Rugby at Brisbane Grammar School where I was a prop in the First XV, and
1 had a season in Reserve Grade with GPS while I was still at school. I went to the University
to study Medicine and was lucky to make my way into First Grade in 1945. It was a tough
initiation for a young fellow, playing against some grizzled ex-servicemen. We went on to win
the Premiership but a dislocated shoulder forced me into a temporary retirement, so I turned to
coaching and had some success with the Grammar School Seconds and Firsts.

[ recovered from the injury and played in 1946-47 for the Varsity Firsts. In 1948 Arch Winning
returned from the Wallaby tour and together we formed a Uni Colts side for youngsters who could
not be picked for the top Grade.

While Winning returned to playing Senior football, I graduated in Medicine and became the team
consultant on injuries, and started coaching Reserve Grade. After 4 years of hospital duties I joined
the Army Reserves and did orthopaedic work at the Mater Hospital, but also coached UQ to three
Grand Finals in 1955-6-7. Affter two years post-graduate work as an orthopaedic surgeon I entered
private practice and was a Consultant ar the Mater Hospital. On several occasions the University
asked me to address the Freshers on the value of supporting UQ sporting activities.

My association with Queensland Rugby included the posts of Honorary Medical Consultant, State
Selector, Tour Manager, and Life Member of the QRU.

The best University players in my time were Clem Windsor, a dependable fullback with magnificent
defence, and Ken Donald, an intelligent winger who was an electric runner, a GPS schoolboy
champion sprinter, and almost as fast as 1956 Olympic Bronze Medallist Hector Hogan.

Looking back on my 60 years with Rugby there are some wonderful nostalgic memories, but
professionalism has changed everything. I'm not close to the action now, but I feel strongly about
the parasites who feed off the talents of young players and have no respect for the longevity of a

players career.”

The year was successful all round, with the Club also winning both the B Grade Grand Final
and the Intervarsity competition. Then Charlie Elliott (the University Rhodes Scholar in
1948) showed remarkable versatility by switching from prop to breakaway and kicking three
long range penalties at the SCG to give Australian Universities a decisive victory over New

South Wales.

Clem Windsor and Arch Winning were both selected for the 1947 Wallaby tour to Great
Britain. Clem had played fullback in two Tests against the All Blacks that season, both won
by the visitors, but hopes were high for the UK tour. A pelvis injury spoilt Arch’s tour, as
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QLD v New Zealand - 1947

did a badly broken leg for the Captain, Bill McLean. The highly regarded centre from NSW,
Trevor Allan took over at the age of just twenty-one, and in an amazing defensive display the
Wallabies did not concede a try in the four Internationals. Australia defeated Scotland 16-7,
Ireland 16-3 and England 11-0, losing only to Wales 6-0 on penalties. The Wallabies scored
ten tries in those Tests and thrilled the British crowds with their attacking flair.

The Wallaby Touring Team — 1947 — including Clem Windsor (second from left in Front Row)
and Arch Winning (Back Row on left end)
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1948

A new Club entered the QRU Rugby Competition. Southern Districts was formed from the
amalgamation of YMCA, Commonwealth Bank, and West End. Their efforts did not hinder
Uni A Grade, which under Captain C. D. Erickson and the Presidency of A. F. O’Driscoll
defeated GPS in the A Grade Grand Final. The B Grade won its Premiership, assisting the
Club to take out another Club Championship.

:

T

A Grade Premiers — 1948
University defeated GPS 21-18

C. D. Erickson (C), M. E. Quatermass (vc), R. . McNamara, V. J. Carroll, ]. Patane, 1. F
Clarke, D. Robertson, R. Cantamessa, N. M. Gow, K. E. Turnbull, W. G. Marles, G. M. Smith,
E. G. Abhern, H. A. Dunn, R. W. Ellwood, R. E James, ]. P Carroll, C. J. Primmer, P Bridgman,
V. Hancock, T. Ryan and R. Proctor. Scorers: V. Hancock 2, E. G. Abern, M. E. Quatermass tries,
R. W, Proctor 1 penalty goal, 3 conversions.
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B Grade Premiers — 1948

R. Williams (Capt), J. H. Steel (Vice-Capt), R. J. Byrne, E. A. N. (Norbert) Byrne, R. Shannon,
G. M. Huxham, W G. Marles, W E. Claxton, E. E Henzell, D. W R. Pearson, A. W Corbett,
J. . (John) Williamson, H. W. Bradbury, A. O. Aubrey-Slocock, W. B. Maguire, lan Brusasco,
1. Johnson, Neil Henry, 1. Campbell, J. Lee.

E A n Y . MANOOCL W- PEANMTN, W FLANTON. N, KNOWLMAN, N G0W, £ WIHERTRON.
r hhtthmLmhlm’i’mlmtwlwi
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The 1948 Intervarsity Team
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The UQ Athletics Club has always shared the training facilities at the University, and has often
contained the odd Rugby player. In the picture below is Frank O’Hare - father of contributing
author John O’Hare, and Bob James, older brother of Wallaby, Peter James. Arch Winning
reflected on Bob’s outstanding achievements in Rugby, Rowing and Athletics: “Bob broke the
GPS Open High Jump record in 1943, and from memory the height was 5 feer 10 1/8 inches. Bob
was also a member of the G.PS. All Schools 15 in 1943 before playing for University as an outside
back. Interestingly, Bob was also an outstanding skoller, winning all events in the post-competition
“boat races” most impressively at the Athletics Intervarsity in Sydney 1948.” Peter James followed
brother Bob's high jump heroics some years later by jumping 5'11"?" to share second place
with future Olympic Silver Medallist Chilla Porter in the 1952 GPS competition. This was an
amazing achievement because Peter had changed from his old fashioned "Scissors" style to the
newer "Western Roll" style only days before, after watching Porter at training,

UQ Athletics Intervarsity Team — 1948

Front Row: L. Quinn, R. James, J. Miller, G. Bradfield, ]. Lee.
Second Row:  R. Trousdell, K. Hobbs, A. Booth, T. Bowen, E O’Hare.
Back Row: [ Galletly, J. Loveday.

1949

This year came to be regarded as the one that got away. Brothers managed to take the A
Grade Premiership when the oldest halfback in the competition - thirty-three year old Bryan
O’Connell - scored in extra time. It was widely reported that the try was awarded in the
ninety-ninth minute.

The Match reports indicate that by this time daylight was negligible and the try took place
in the dark. Contemporary reports agree that all the players were covered in mud, and it
was apparent that so confused was the situation, no real defence took place. So the eight-all
fulltime score became 13 to 8 for Brothers in extra time. Joe French as Coach successfully
built on that victory in the years ahead.

The Club managed some celebrations, with B Grade winning its Premiership.
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B Grade - Premiers in 1949

E R Wilson (c), J. Riley, R. Thompson, W. I. Hatherell, M. L. Hansen, E. W. Lightbody,
C. R. Wilson, M. S. Lemon, R. P C. Capper, R. C. Rogers, E. Cheong, A. A. Young, A. Battaglene,
D. R Lowth, B. H. Newell, G. T. Marshall, P . Milroy, W. R. Raven and G. S. MacDonald,
Coach: K. C. Winning.

The Intervarsity Team - 1949

V. Hancock (Capt), D. Roberston (Vice-Capt), W. I Hatherell, W. Maguire, Con Primmer,
J. Thompson, E. Henzell, R. Shannon, D. Lowth, W. Claxton, Neil Henry, J. Murphy, John
Byrne, Norbert Byrne, Ashley Girle, ]. Steel, J. Walters, Eugene Cheong.
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Uni scored what officials thought was a record margin in the A Grade competition when
Maristonians were defeated 84-3 on Exhibition No. 2 Oval on 23rd April 1949. Uni led
42-3 at halftime. Winger Bob James, who had scored a hat-trick of tries the previous week,
doubled up with six. In all there were 19 tries, 12 conversions, and a penalty goal. The only
concern afterwards was the loss of Queensland’s best centre three-quarter Mal Quatermass
during the match with an ankle injury.

University 84 (R. E James 6, D. Robertson 3, R. McNamara 2, E. G. Abern 2, ]. Steel,
R. L. Cantamessa, V. Hancock, G. Marles, P Bridgman tries; D. Robertson penalty, conversion;
J. Patane 4 conversions, J. Huxham conversion, P Bridgman conversion), defeated

Maristonians 3 (B. Bradford, penalty).

Club members who won representative honours in this period included Eddie Abern,
Des Cooke, Peter Bridgman, lan Clarke, Hugh Dunn, Henry Flanagan, Bill Gannon, Neil Gow,
Viv Hancock, Darryl Johnstone, Larry Lowth, Bill (Two Ton Tony) Morrison, Eddie McGuinness,
Vaux Nicholson, John Patane, Mal Quatermass, Duncan Robertson, John Roe, Clem Windsor,
Bill Wilson and Arch Winning.

For Australian Rugby the decade ended on a high note, with Trevor Allan’s Wallabies becoming
the first Australian side to win a series on New Zealand soil. Although there were thirty All
Blacks in South Africa, that did not include any Maori members, who weren’t allowed to tour
the Republic. The Maoris were a very strong team in their own right, narrowly losing a 3-Test
series with Australia in June, 1949. So it was a sterling effort to win 11-6 in Wellington and
16-9 in Auckland. For Kiwi fans, with the All Blacks losing all four Tests in South Africa, the

close of the decade was a dismal one indeed.
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1949 Intervarsity UQ Athletics Team
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After years of baulking, Australian Rugby history saw the scoring of a long awaited goal with
the establishment of the Australian Rugby Union. Another important change for Australian
Rugby was the reduction in points for a field goal (more commonly referred to overseas as a

dropped goal) from four to three.

Among these athletes (refer photo on previous page) there are again some familiar faces who
were players and supporters of the Club, including George Fielding Snr., Frank O’Hare,
Tony Booth and Bob James, famous for his six try effort for A Grade earlier in the year.
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University’s J R (John) Thompson in action against the combined GPS First XV - 1949
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1950 — 1959
THE COMING OF CHAMPIONS

For the Club it was a golden era. During this time the Coaches were Professor Max Hickey,
Col Erickson, Dr Fergus Wilson, Norbert Byrne, and Eddie Broad. A Grade played in nine
Grand Finals and won five. With the acquisition of a third Rugby ground, it became easier
for both medical students at Herston and the engineers in George Street to attend training.
Some of the medicos became famous — among them Howard Hickey, the Wilson brothers
(Fergus and Chilla), the Sheil brothers (Ross and Glen), John O’Neill, Ken Donald and
Kerry Larkin. Soon there were enough players for two Reserve Grade sides as well as a Third

Grade, so there was plenty of depth.

The Club’s playing strength attracted the more talented students to join and stay throughout
their years of study. Until 1958, only enrolled University students were qualified to join,
because to play for the UQ Sports Union affiliated UQFC, a member had to be a financial
member of the University’s Sports Union. The presence of Wallaby, State, and Australian
Universities representatives in the Club was one attraction, but for others the opportunity to
attend Intervarsity was a key factor in wanting to play for Uni. There is ample evidence that
during the Fifties the Club’s attendance and performance at Intervarsities were of primary
concern for many players. Selection for the Intervarsity team was very highly regarded, and
the pleasures of touring for a week’s Rugby and associated celebrations were greatly prized.
This is reflected in the contributions for this history from the Club’s remaining warriors of

the 1950s.

At the international level, Australia struggled on the Rugby field throughout the Fifties.
Starting with their champion Captain and centre, Trevor Allan, the Wallabies lost player after
player to Rugby League. Times were tough after the war and some found the temptation too
much to resist — Rex Mossop and Kevin Ryan were two to follow Allan to League, but it was
the backs who were most sought after by the plunderers.
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The 1950 Queensland Team
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Despite the poaching of the top ranks by the New South Wales Rugby League Clubs, flush
with poker machine money, Queensland Rugby was on the rise and the QRU made an historic
decision to lease the Normanby ground at Gilchrist Avenue from the Brisbane Grammar
School, to be used for both Club and State matches. It became recognised as a great success.
The Exhibition Ground was used for Test matches. Normanby was a valuable stepping-stone
towards the eventual home of Queensland Rugby at Ballymore.

The field had been treated with rubber dust, which supposedly made it softer and, although it
only catered for a crowd of two or three thousand, players enjoyed the intimate atmosphere.
Some latecomers would sit in the branches of the old fig tree overlooking the ground, and
barrackers such as South’s inimitable Chipsy Wood could easily be heard. His renowned wit
often entertained players and supporters alike, regardless of Club allegiances. Other notable
barrackers included GPS stalwart Ivor Colquhoun whose rendition of “Doing it all day, Ref”
accompanied the teams running on! A more reserved form of encouragement was usually
forthcoming from Teachers stalwart Hugh Courtney, though even his patience could be tried
by any opposition go slow tactics. The Bulldogs long serving former Wallaby hooker and Life
Member, Paul Mooney, became recognised by all for his continual verbal assistance to any
Referee with whose decision he did not agree.

Queensland’s economy was slow to develop after the war, and in maintaining the amateur
game the QRU struggled financially. It was forced to break tradition by playing on Sundays
and charging for admission, programmes, and for parking. It was a serious step towards
the professional administration of the code. There were additional benefits to staging Club
matches on Sundays; principally, Club Rugby no longer directly competed with the Saturday
school Rugby matches and the other major Saturday sport of Rugby patrons, the races at
Eagle Farm, Doomben, or Albion Park. Some of the players at least probably welcomed the
extra day’s respite following the usual Friday night conviviality among the Rugby fraternity.

1950

The season opened against arch-rivals Brothers
at the Exhibition Ground, and it took a last-
minute penalty by Vince McLoughlin to edge
Brothers in front 17-16 in a thriller.

The A Grade was again defeated by Brothers in
the Grand Final 21-11, with Brothers centre
Jim Bourke scoring two tries.

Backs: (1) A Girle (2) I  Brusasco,
(3 W Sheehan, (4) D. Robertson,
(5) M. Quatermass, (6) V. Carroll, (7)
J. Murphy, (18) J. Williamson, (19) E. Lightbod,
(20) E. Cheong, (21) H. Hickey, (22) G. Sheil.

Forwards: (8) V. Hancock, (9) A. Winning
(10) M. Hanson, (11) C.  Primmer
(12) J Carroll, (13) L. Hatherell,
(14) C. Erickson, (15) N. Gow, (16) R. Ellwood,

lan Brusasco displaying some nifty footwork (17) E Wilson, (23) R Cantamessa, with
with Lou Hatherell in support M. Behm and G. Bennett.
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Breaking out of a screm in the

Breakmg me inter-varsity rugby match betwesn

s Melbourme and Queensland yes-

crum terday at Clare St ground, New

Town. Queensland clinched the

game in the last 1® minutes and
won by 13 poinis (o six.

1950 Intervarsity — UQ defeated Melbourne Uni 13-6.

As a consolation, the Club was runner-up in the Club Championship,
and the annual match against the Great Public Schools XV was the main
curtain raiser to the British Isles v Australia Test on 19th August 1950 at
the Brisbane Cricket Ground.

Col Erickson

1951

In this season, A Grade was defeated in the Preliminary Final, losing a fiery match to Brothers 3-20.
A Grade Preliminary Final players were:

(1) S. Mason (2) A. Girle (3) J. O’Neill (4) J. Boast (5) H. Hickey (6) E. Lightbody (7)
J. Murphy (8) C. Primmer, (9) M. Hanson (10) C. Wilson (11) R. Clarke (12) J. Carroll
(13) L. Hatherell (14) N. Gow (15) C. Erickson with (16) N. Byrne (17) R. Cantamessa (18)
G. Sheil (19) 1" Byrne (21) J. Thompson (20). J. Craig (21) R. Dore (22)
R. Staveley. Other important players to represent the Club during the
season included /. Brusasco, R. Sheil, W, Blake, P Smith, G. Cridland,
J. Mullins, and H. O’Driscoll.

It was during this Preliminary Final match that outstanding young
representative centre Jack Boast was punched and hospitalised with
a broken nose and concussion. At the age of twenty he ended his
representative career. It prompted Grand Final Referee Tom Moore
to proclaim a zero tolerance stance on “any rough stuff” in the decider

T after the QRU executive had discussed the incident. In the subsequent
Queensland 1950, 1957  Grand Final Brothers defeated GPS 17-6.
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John "Rumble" O'Neil

Norbert Byrne

80 : 1950-1959

For another youngster, flanker Arch Winning, 1951 was a
memorable season. He captained Queensland to a win over NSW
and then led Australia against New Zealand in Sydney. Winning
became the ninth Queenslander to captain the Wallabies. Fortune
then played a poor hand for Arch. After losing the Test 8-0, he had
his jaw broken while playing for an Australian XV in Melbourne.
The team lost 56-11 and he was never chosen for Australia again.

This season also saw the birth of a superstar — Johnny “Rumble”
O’Neill. A product of Nudgee College, O'Neill was a robust 13
stone, built like a forward, but played in the backs. He was short
but very strong, and had an unusual crablike running action. With
skilful hands and feet, he could play anywhere in the backline. He
came straight from school into A Grade and then into the State
team. The following year he was chosen for Australia against the
All Blacks on the wing for two Tests and scored 2 tries. He toured
New Zealand with the Wallabies as a winger in 1952 and played
both Tests, and in 1956 he played twice against the Springboks
at fullback. In the opinion of his peers at the Club he was quite
simply the best back of his era. He was Queensland Captain in
1955 and when his A Grade season was curtailed by injury in
1959, he took up coaching and selflessly took over Reserve Grade
for the next seven years, creating the multi-premiership winning

“All Stars”.

Norbert Byrne played A Grade in 1951 after spending the previous
five years in Reserve Grade. The son of Redmond Byrne, a former
Brothers Club Secretary, Norbert went on to become one of
Queensland finest administrators, but admits that he was no star
as a player. Norbert’s experience and expertise were recognised by
the ARU and the International Rugby Board (on which he served
for many years) and by his being awarded the Order of Australia
in 1982. He recalls:

“I joined the Club in 1947 and ran around in Second Grade at
hooker, prop or breakaway, but I had neither the physique nor the
toughness to excel; however, I loved being part of the Club and we had
a great time. We trained on the playing fields at Victoria Park and
drank at the City View after games. Our playing strip in those days
was maroon with a blue vee and dark blue shorts.

I took up coaching in 1956 with the Reserves and we won the
Premiership, so I kept going and in 1958 was appointed to A Grade.
We had a marvellous season, losing only once en route to the Grand
Final, but lost that to Souths. It was their first ever Premiership,
while we were ably led by Wallaby Kerry Larkin. 1959 saw us lose to
Brothers, but we turned the tables the following season and won the
Club Championship.
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IT'S A HABIT THEY HAVE

IN THE AIR [or their traditional Maori war ery are
members of the New Zealand Universities' Rughby
Union leam, hefore their malch against the Quoens-
land Universify vesterday. They wen the game by

) points 1o six. Slory, Page 7,

The Haka!
New Zealand Universities v Queensland Uni - 1951

After three years working
in England I returned to
coaching at University as
Second Grade Coach in
1964 and took over A Grade
the following season - 1965.
We beat GPS in the Grand
Final 17-15 with a penalty
goal by David Crombie
after the bell. In 1966,
my last year as A Grade
Coach, we were thrashed by
Brothers 36-9 in the Grand
Final.  After two years
coaching Under 195 and a
year as a State Selector, |
Jfinally found my niche — in
administration. I joined
the QRU  Management
Committee in 1963,
became Chairman in 1970
and held the position until
1988. I am very proud of
that, but it was a team
effort.  There was nobody

feathering his own nest.

With  people  like John
Muir, Dr. Col Claxton, Joe
Gibson, Liam Walsh, Jack
Isley, Barrie Ffrench, Joe
French, Graeme Brittenden,
Lyn  Crowley,  Lester
Hampson, and of course
Bob Templeton, we built
Queensland Rugby into a
provincial powerhouse.

Without doubr the highlight
of my time in QRU
administration came in
1976 when we beat NSW
42-4.  Revenge was a bit
slow in coming, but in 1962
NSW had refused to play us
because they maintained
that  Queensland — Rugby
was too weak. It was the
best motivation that any
team could ever have.”
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During the 1951 season Wests Rugby Union Club was formed from the old Maristonians and
located to the oval at Memorial Park, Sylvan Rd. Toowong, which has been converted to two
Rugby fields that are the current homes of the Senior and Junior Bulldog Clubs. The prime
mover in the founding of this new district Club was the New Zealand-born Marist Brother,
Cyprian Dowd, the long serving Headmaster of Brisbane’s Marist Colleges at Ashgrove (1947-
1952) and Rosalie (1953 — 1958). He remained as the Patron of the Club, and to assist its
development he introduced Rugby Union to the schools as their main winter sport.

To do so he converted the other member schools of the Metropolitan Secondary Schools
Sports Association — these included the Industrial High School, Cavendish Road High
School, and Wynnum High School, although these three Government schools returned
to the State Secondary Schools system in 1956. Their departure saw the foundation of a
new body comprised of other unaligned private schools from Brisbane. It was named The
Associated Schools and included Ashgrove, St Laurence’s, Villanova, St Peter’s Indooroopilly,
and St Patrick’s Shorncliffe. This continued until 1999 when the addition of Iona, Padua,
and St Edmund’s Ipswich resulted in a new Rugby competition, the Associated Independent
Colleges. With further assistance and direction from the QRU, several State High schools
have also joined in playing Rugby Union.

In consequence of the growth of the code at High School level, the Club now finds increased
competition in recruiting undergraduates to play. In the past most undergraduates, in
particular residents of the student Colleges, were content to play their Rugby with their
College, their Faculty, and if interested in higher competition, the Club. This is no longer
the case.

In 2010, the King’s College boasted over forty-five members playing Rugby, but only fifteen
played for the Club. This is indicative of the attraction of other clubs to undergraduates, and
the competition for new players is exacerbated by other Brisbane Clubs integrating with their

own Junior Clubs and their local Rugby-playing High Schools.

The Club had traditionally attracted the majority of its undergraduate members from
those students who attended the GPS schools - Nudgee College, Gregory Terrace, Brisbane
Grammar School, Church of England Grammar School, Ipswich Grammar School, Brisbane
State High School, Brisbane Boys’ College, The Southport School and Toowoomba Grammar
School.  (CEGS or Churchie is now known as the Anglican Church Grammar School).
These schools had long been strong Rugby nurseries together with such country Colleges
and Schools as Mt Carmel, All Souls, Downlands, and Scots. However, more recently the
priorities of these schools have varied, and on a year-to-year basis individual schools can no
longer be regarded as automatic sources of well trained competitors. So the Club has now
adopted much improved and expanded recruitment policies, which it is hoped will ensure
its continued attraction and development of serious and talented players. In this respect, the
results of recent seasons have been most encouraging.

1952

Now the golden run started. A Grade won the Premiership, losing only twice during the
season. State Captain Ray Clark was inspirational in the defeat of Brothers in the Grand
Final 11-3, after exercising the right of challenge. A Grade won the Minor Premiership, but
was initially upset 14-9 by Brothers in the Premiership Final. The challenge match victory
ended Brothers’ hopes of four in a row.
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A Grade - Minor Premiers and Premiers, (Defeated Brothers 11-3):

(1) A. Girle, (2) H. Hickey, (3) J. O'Neill, (4) R. Sheil, (5) A. Rutkin, (6) G. Barrie,
(7) J. Murphy, (8) A. Roderick, (9) C. Wilson, (10) R. Cantamessa, (11) R Clark,
(12) A Battaglene, (13) J. Craigg (14) G. Cridland, (15) L. Hatherell.
Reserves: (16) S. Mason, (17) G. Sheil, (18) J. Thompson, (19) T. Byrne, (20) J. Mullins,
(21) R. Staveley, (22) N Comonos, (23) H. O’Driscoll, (24) N. Byrne.

Unusually there is no photo for the 1952 Premiers, but the winning Intervarsity team appears
below:

1952 Intervarsity Champions

The 1952 Intervarsity competition was held in Melbourne, with Queensland defeating
Sydney in the final and scoring 86 points to 6 in the overall competition.

On 19th July Queensland played Fiji at the Exhibition Oval with Byran O’Callaghan as
Referee. The Fijians emerged victorious 24 to 19. Club representatives in the game were:
John O’Neill at out-centre, Ross Sheil at five-eighth, Ashley Girle a reserve, Ray Clark was
Captain, Chilla Wilson at breakaway, and Lou Hatherell at prop.

Mark Biltoft played outside centre or wing from 1951 to 1956 at the Club, and provides his
recollections from those times.
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“1951 saw John O’Neill and Ross Sheil arrive at the Club from their schools - Nudgee and TSS
respectively - and go straight into A Grade. Max Hickey was our Coach and Con Primmer was
the A Grade Captain.

1952 — A successful Club season, with Pat Moroney and Stan Mason making the combined
Australian Universities team which toured New Zealand following Intervarsity in Melbourne.

In 1953 Intervarsity was held in Sydney where UQ defeated Sydney 12-3 in the Final. Sydney
was at full strength, led by John Solomon (the Australian Captain) and contained seven other
Wallabies. UQ was captained by Lou Hatherell. Bryan Kassulke starred during the season with the
boot. He made A Grade and the Queensland team in his first year out of school.

1954 - Intervarsity was held in Adelaide and the Club lost to Sydney Uni in the Final, bur UQ
won the post-match "boat race" easily. The Club won A Grade and this started a streak of four
straight A Grade Premierships. UQ should have won Reserve Grade in an exciting Grand Final v
GPS, despite being down 21-3 just after half-time. The team then scored SIX unconverted tries to
level the score at full time, but then lost in extra time!

At the 1955 Annual General Meeting there was a complete shakeup of the Committee. Clem
Windsor was elected President, Mark Biltoft Secretary, Col Claxton Treasurer, and Jack Bond
Assistant Secretary. Fergus Wilson was appointed A Grade Coach, and John O’Neill the Captain.
Intervarsity was in Adelaide and we lost to Sydney Uni in the Final.

The Club decided to stage a night game at the Exhibition Ground on the first Wednesday of the
Uni term holidays. It was promoted with extensive advertising as the Club Championship of
Australia as both Universities had won their respective Premierships the year before. We had a
great crowd turn out, but unfortunately Sydney Uni won. The Club won the A Grade Grand Final
against Souths, and Ross Sheil was selected as the Rhodes Scholar for 1955. Ross went on to become
Professor of Surgery at Sydney Uni and performed Australias first Liver Transplant in 1970. In
1956 Cedric Hampson and in 1957 Tom Baxter were also nominated for Rhodes Scholarships.

In 1955 a tradition ended when the last annual match between Uni A Grade and the combined Great
Public Schools First XV was played at the Normanby ground. To play for Uni in this era you had
to be an undergraduate and of course the code was amateur. The match was always well attended
as all the young brigade of Brisbane came to see their school heroes perform. It was always won by
Uni, but it provided a great entertaining game of running Rugby. It was important as it was an
opportunity to identify talent and encourage them to play for the Club. For example, in this last
game Ken Donald scored two great tries from the GPS Firsts right wing. Ken later played for UQ,
Queensland, and Australia and became one of the greats.

The annual match was cancelled because of what took place at the post-match Dinner. As was
the norm, the dinner was held ar the Carlton Hotel in the city, and as usual there was a table of
selected alcoholic drinks strategically concealed behind a curtain for the officials and dignitaries in
attendance.

Unfortunately a GPS player managed to get his hands on some of the hidden alcohol and was
noticeably impaired as a result. The GPS Association was run by the longstanding President,
Brother Campbell from Gregory lerrace and the equally longstanding Secretary Mr Jack Ross of
Nudgee College. They were outraged, and even though the intoxicated player did no harm and
was from neither lerrace nor Nudgee, they cancelled the Annual match forthwith. No amount of
persuasion would alter their decision. It was a shame for such a great tradition to end in such a

Sashion. "
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Some action from Qld v Fiji - 1952

University No 3 Oval 1952. On the Athletics track future Olympic Bronze Medallist Hector Hogan
(Second from right) edges out Doug Winston (right)
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1953

A curious year, as the Club dominated all three Grades throughout the season but could not
win a single title. The A Grade lost both the Semi and Grand Final to Brothers, going down
9-11 in the last game, thanks to a last-minute penalty goal by Paul Sweeney.

A Grade - Runners-up (defeated by Brothers 9-11):

(1) B. Kassulke, (2) H. Hickey, (3) J. O'Neill, (4) R. Sheil, (5) R. Rushkin, (6) G. Wilson,
(7) E. OBrien, (8) H. ODriscoll, (9) K. Waller, (10) R. Cantamessa, (11) L. Parker,
(12) J. Thompson, (13) J. Craig, (14) J. Riley, (15) L. Hatherell. Reserves: S. Creagh, A. Roderick,
1" Manteit, P Moroney.

Reserve Grade became Runners-up (defeated by Services):

The mainstays of the side included backs such as Fullback S. Mason, Wing 7" Byrne, Centre
Mark Bilroft, Flyhalf P Moroney, Half 1. Manteit and forwards A. Roderick, B. Jones,
A. Gallagher, G. Cridland and N. Byrne.

; B “WALLABIES™ =
b }'L“‘“ AUSTRALIAN RUGBY TOURING TEAM — AUSTRALIESE RUGBYTOERSPAN 3 “ A 2t
Mock Rowdieft e gl B Conmme, € Wooss, 1 hem, 1 Mome, 1 Waasm, B, Dy O Vhemaay, S Wrmm  Chele e e -Agere Ry

T Rew—p Seamms T ey, Mo Bmm,  CoPess R Ouimess W R, N Hooes, 1 Canmeis, K Crm - Dis Ry
3

S A s, A Chmmim, - Tl By AL ilalian
From Rorw—C frowe, 4 R M fam, B imown, . Mas, I Bomss— Voo Ry

SOUTH AFRICA AND RHODESIA 1953 — SUID-AFRIKA EN RHODESIE 1953

The 1953 Wallabies — Tour of South Africa and Rhodesia

86 : 1950-1959



CHAPTER 7: THE COMING OF CHAMPIONS

An Australian Universities Combined team toured Ceylon (now Sri Lanka). Ashley Girle
(Middle row — third from left) was one of the UQ players selected. Australia also sent a
Wallaby team to South Africa but many University players were unavailable because of study.

The Sheil brothers, Glen and Ross, John Riley and Ashley Girle all played for Queensland.
Rodney Gibson was a speedy winger who played for University from 1953 until 1962.

“I had just turned 17 when I arrived at the University of Queensland and I always wanted to do
better ar Rugby than I had at school. So I attended a sign-on’ day and was placed in B Grade,
where 1 stayed for the next 3 years until I graduated. I became President of the Dramatic Society
and acted ar the Twelfth Night Theatre, something regarded as an oddity by most other Club
members. You had to be an Undergraduate to continue to play for Uni, so I enrolled in Economics
to preserve my eligibility and realised my dream of playing A Grade in 1956.

[ was fortunate to be playing outside backs of the calibre of John O’Neill and Ross Sheil. They
threw beautiful passes, which no doubt contributed to the number of tries I scored — 14 in that
memorable season of 1956.

The thrill of my career came in the Grand Final that year against G.RS., where I ran around
1est winger Garth Jones to score. I had a year in England in 1958 and was married with a child
when I returned and continued playing for the Club until I was 26. The wonderful thing about
those days was the lifelong friendships we forged. I have been on four holidays with Ken Donald,
1 play golf with Fergus Wilson every Saturday, and my Ballymore seats are one row in front of Pat
Moroney.”
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A Grade Grand Final v Brothers at the Exhibition Oval (K. Waller on left in headgear). Lost 9-11 to Brothers
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Ken Waller played from 1953-57 before he went to Oxford.

Although I only had a brief career with University I had a wonderful time. We were so strong
that our Reserve Grade team would have finished in the middle of the A Grade competition. Our
social life was based mainly around the Victoria Park Refectory, where the dominant Faculty was
of course Medicine, being so close to the Medical School at Herston. I played in three Premiership
winning teams and represented Queensland in 1955 and ’56. We had wonderful tours with the
Australian Universities sides to New Zealand in 1954 and Japan in ’56.

The most memorable win in my career was in Intervarsity, beating Sydney in Sydney, with a
Sydney Referee!”

One of the wingers to benefit from John O’Neill’s brilliance was Ken Donald from Ipswich
Grammar, an electric runner who played for Queensland and Australia. Ken could run the
100 yards in 9.7 seconds, which probably made him the fastest winger to play for the Club
up to that time.

Ken said:

T was so lucky to play with John O’Neill. All I had to do was put my head down and sprint to the
corner and I knew that Rumbles cross-kick would arrive — he could put it on a sixpence. [ didn’t
watch him, I just watched the ball and I scored lots of tries thar way. Another thing aboutr Rumble
— he was never really tackled. He was so strong in the legs and he sort of wriggled, and just when
you thought he was caught he would shrug off the tackle and be away again. An extraordinary
sportsman — his Honour Blazer is on display ar Nudgee still — theres a pocket for every sport.

It was my job to fix minor injuries such as cramp or dislocated fingers, because I was studying
medicine. So I would bend the toes back or click the finger back into place, all on the run.

I came into the A Grade side at University in 1956, straight out of school and I was fortunate
that the team was one of the strongest ever to play for the Club. The whole backline represented
Queensland and I reckon it was better than the Wallaby midweek backline on the °58 tour.

Without doubt one of the pleasures of playing Rugby for University were the friendships formed.
People like John O’Neill, Howard Hickey, Rod Gibson and Chilla Wilson became my lifelong
friends. Chilla was a wonderful player, but we used to pull his leg about seagulling out wide.
Playing on the left wing I taught myself how to centre-kick with the left foor while I was doing
National Service in Wagga. One Sunday ar Normanby [ tried my new-found skill — it was the
perfect centre-kick — and as 1 followed through, keeping my eye on the ball, I knocked myself out
running into Chilla - seagulling again!”

Ross Finemore, a halfback who played A Grade from 1958-61, has great memories of Ken
Donald’s leadership.

“We travelled down to Sydney to play Sydney University on their home ground and, the night
before the game, their bigwigs made these long and boring speeches. Our Captain Ken Donald
simply stood up and said: “We came down here to beat you bastards and tomorrow we'll do it.”
And sat down.

It was a torrid match and Sydney led throughout. They had a really strong side — Crittle, the
Boyces, O’Gorman, the big winger Lloyd Hughes — and we looked a beaten side.  With only a
minute left and Sydney leading by three points, they kicked off and I caught it. I heard a call and
it was Ken, so I gave him the ball. Well he took off; sidestepping and swerving, and ran through
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the whole team to score under the posts. He kicked the goal and came back with a smile on his
face, saying “See — I told you we'd beat those bastards!”

Tom Baxter, a Rhodes Scholar in 1958, who played A Grade during the halcyon years from
1954-58, recalls playing with “Chilla”.

“Chilla was consistently outstanding. He was never in the rucks — he was out standing!”

Howard Hickey was another who played in the A Grade backline during the Fifties, and is
still associated with the Club as a Coach.

“I played outside John O’Neill for eight years and had a wonderful time. He was similar to Tim
Horan in both physique and ability, confusing to know which way he would step. I played on the
wing and in my day we threw the ball into the lineout — I copped a lot of abuse from the forwards.
I will never forget dropping the ball over the line and costing us a Grand Final in 1950, but
Sfortunately I got to play in several more.

The thing I loved about playing for University was the friendship and bonding — were still good
mates almost sixty years later. Intervarsity was an added attraction as every year you would travel
to another State, albeit by train. In 1956 we had a cracker of a team, so we challenged Sydney
Uni to a game, sat up all night on a train and still beat them.”

Some action from Uni v Souths in September 1953 at the Exhibition Ground
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1954

A Grade, coached by Col Erickson, again won the Premiership, defeating GPS 19-3 in the
Grand Final. In May, Brothers had scored seven tries in trouncing Uni 25-3 in the Welsby
Cup Final, but in the Semifinals the situation was reversed, with A Grade defeating Brothers
by the same score and scoring seven tries of their own. “It was Brothers worst defeat since
coming into the Rugby Union in 1929” said Nev Davidson in the “Courier-Mail”.

A hailstorm an hour before kickoff had turned Normanby into a quagmire, but it didnt
stop Chilla Wilson scoring 2 tries and John “Rumble” O’Neill having a blinder. On the
opposition team an eighteen year old halfback debutant caught the eye — his name was Des
Connor.

The Club had another successful year and won the Brisbane Club Championship for the

second year in a row.

. Patker, ]. Criig. K. K. Larkin. >
Girie, B, Rawalke, K. G, T, Walier, G. Sheil, F. 3. Brew

A Grade - Premiers (Defeated GPS 19-3):

(1) A. Girle, (2) H. Hickey, (3) J. O'Neill, (4) R. Sheil, (5) B. Kassulke, (6) P Moroney,
(7) E. O’Brien, (19) G. Sheil, (20) T Byrne, (21) 1. Manteit, (8) K. Larkin, (9) H. O’Driscoll,
(10) C. Wilson, (11) M. Brew, (12) J. Thompson, (13) J. Craig, (14) G. Cridland, (15) L. Hatherell,
(16) K. Parker, (17) K. Waller, (18) A. Roderick.
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The Reserve Grade team was defeated by GPS 21-35 in a match extended to extra time.
The Club did not send a team to Intervarsity as eight Queensland players were selected to
represent Australian Universities in New Zealand.

The Club Secretary was Col Claxton who ran the Club from his bedroom at Union College
on Wickham Terrace. The Committee meetings were held in the front lounge room of the

College.

Australian Universities Tour of New Zealand - 1954
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RN T par-
Fritgwear viudd E

Australian Universities v Auckland/Massey

K. Waller and J. Carroll jumping
v Brothers 1954 Welsby Cup

Kevin Ryan (Bros) with nose protector
moves in on Ken Waller (headgear)
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1935

John O'Neill's side coached by Fergus Wilson won the A Grade Premiership defeating Souths
in the Grand Final 18-16, and collecting both the Horsley Trophy and the Welsby Cup. The
Club's three teams won the Brisbane Club Championship for the third year in succession.

A Grade - 1955 Premiers
Defeated Souths 18-16

1955 A Grade Team:

1. A. E. A. Girle, 2. H. T. Hickey, 3. A. G. R. (Ross) Shiel, 4. ]. M. O’Neill (c), 5. C. Macfarlane,
6. T Baxter, 7. T J. Manteit, 8. C. R. Wilson (vc), 9. K. G. T Waller, 10. E. G. Turley,
11. A. G. P Gallagher, 12. A. Lawron, 13. M. Brew, 14. G. W. Cridland, 15. S. C. Creagh.
Reserves: 16. P J. Moroney, 17. K. K. Larkin, 18. K. A. Parker, 19. M. Biltoft.
Coach: Dr E R. Wilson. President: Dr. C. Windsor.
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Reserve Grade — 1955 Premiers

Reserve Grade won its final 21-3 and collected both the Jones Shield and the Potter Cup. The
Intervarsity carnival was held in Adelaide, and Uni was defeated in the Final 17-6 by Sydney

University.

UQ v Sydney — 27th April 1955
Under lights at the Exhibition Ground

94 : 1950-1959

The Club held a floodlit match at the
Exhibition Ground for the first time after
receiving a loan from the Sports Union to
bring Sydney University to Brisbane. The
game coincided with Commemoration
Week, but Sydney University spoiled the
party, beating the home side 31-13 in an
entertaining game.

Eight players made the State team that year,
with John O’Neill as Captain and “Chilla”
Wilson making his debut at breakaway.

Des Connor found Wilson to be A fearless
breakaway who got to the ball first and put his
body on the line. He was also an enormous

copybook rackler.”

Chilla was a colourful character who later
became one of the Wallabies’ most popular
Managers. A former Wallaby Captain, he
furthered his medical career in Obstetrics
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and Gynaecology in the UK. On returning to Brisbane where he resumed Club Rugby with
Wests, he came up against Dick Marks in a match at Normanby. When penalised by Referee
Bryan O’Callaghan, “Charming Charles” said:

“What was that for, pray tell?”
“You're a mile offside,” said the Referee.
“I beg ro differ.”

The Queensland Team Departs - 1955

Kerry Larkin, in his recorded reminiscences for this history of the Club, recalls an incident
at the post match reception following the annual A Grade versus Combined GPS XV held
at the Carlton Hotel. In his welcoming speech, Captain John “Rumble” O’Neill having
consumed a few celebratory beers announced that “Rugby Union is a bloody good game”
to which, in response, the Headmaster of St Joseph’s College Gregory Terrace, the Rev. Bro.
Campbell, as Chairman of GPS Rugby, with his most refined, educated delivery announced
his profound agreement that indeed, “Rugby was a bloody good game.”

Kerry recalls beginning with the Club in 1954 as a No 8 and progressing in 1957 to a front
rower and hooker, playing just a single Reserve Grade game in 1954, following up with 155
A Grade matches and assuming the captaincy in 1958. He played in 7 Grand Finals between
1954 and 1960, winning five and losing two in 1958 and 1959. Kerry details the Club’s
Coaches in the Fifties: Prof Max Hickey up to and including 1953, 1954 saw Col Erickson
also playing in the front row, Fergus Wilson coached in 1955 and 1956, and from 1957 to
1960 Norbert Byrne held the reins. Norbert had a philosophy of introducing a new Captain

each season.

Kerry recounted several anecdotes. The following is his version of the 1959 Battle of
Normanby, Uni versus Army, when Referee Alan Finlay abandoned the A Grade game after
sending off four Army players and one from Uni. Kerry recalls that after consulting the Laws
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of the Game, the QRU Executive ruled that was no provision to abandon a match, and the
teams were forced to return to the field for the remaining ten minutes.

“General Daly was at the game, Sir Kenneth Fraser, (Honorary Physician to the Army), Col.
Bishop (Qld Selector) and Maj. Stephenson, Army Coach — great dramas.”

“The fracas started with Everleigh, the Army five-eighth being caught in the ruck. He had over the
year by his high tackling broken three of our backs noses. The ruck was hit by our forwards with all
feet blazing. Mr. Finlay pulled the game up and said: “No more of this fighting.” George Newton,
Sfront row for Army yelled: “Larkin started that!” Finlay responded: “You're off!” and pointed ar
Newton. That really started it. Finlay at the next fracas indiscriminately pointed at players, saying

“You're off! Army lost Everleigh and two others. I said to Mike Alp “You go off.” Dave Bedgood —
a very clean player for Uni, threw a punch and the game was abandoned. The next week at the
Semifinals at the Ekka was the first game televised — coincidence?”

Kerry also remembers that:

At the Exhibition Ground in the early Fifties a PA system was used. Ashley Girle was a fullback
and our kicker. He would always get upset when the PA system would announce that a try had
been converted by a girl.”

During Kerry’s time Prof. Max Hickey became the Club’s Patron and Dr Clem Windsor was
the President. The 1955 Club Secretary was Mark Biltoft. Kerry’s A Grade Captains included
John O’Neill 1954-1956, and Chilla Wilson 1956 and 1957.

Perhaps what makes Kerry’s story notable is his likely unique record. He played in every
forward position for Queensland in a representative career commencing in 1954 with Brisbane
selection, captaincy of the Queensland U-19 team to the Interstate carnival, and captaincy of
the Combined Australian U19 for the curtain raiser to Australia v Fiji.

In his Queensland debut in 1955, he played in both Interstate matches against NSW, both
NSW interstate matches again in 1956, against Sydney Uni in the Varsity match in Brisbane,
in 1957 both NSW Interstate games
again, the Sydney Uni Varsity game
in Sydney, and for the State against
the All Blacks in Brisbane. In 1958
he played in both NSW Interstate
matches, for Queensland against the
NZ Maoris and for Australia, two
games against the Maoris in Sydney
(at the SCG) and in Melbourne (at
Olympic Stadium) and then for
Australian Universities v Queensland
in Brisbane. In 1959 he added both
NSW Interstate games, and played
for Queensland against the British
Lions. 1960 saw his final NSW
Interstate  appearances in both
games, and as well, from 1956 to
1960 he played for the State against
New South Wales Country, and from
Ken Waller and Trevor Manteit - 1955 1958 to 1960 against ACT.
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A pre-game photo in 1955

Back row L-R:  Lex Parker, Ted Turley, Malcolm Brew, Ross Sheil, Pat Moroney, Tony Lawton,
Trevor Manteit, Chilla Wilson, Andy Gallagher, Selwyn Creagh, Howard Hickey.

Front row L-R:  Ken Waller, Kerry Larkin, Tom Baxter, John O’Neill, Ashley Girle.

Others who played included George Cridlard and Mark Bilroft.

Action from 1955 Welsby Cup win over Brothers.
Far right Ashley Girle, next right Mal Brew (head gear), Referee Noel Hayden

1950 -1959 : 97



IT’S MORE THAN A GAME...

1956

A red letter year for the Club. After a memorable tour of Japan by Australian Universities,
Varsity swept the pool on the home front. The following Queenslanders were in the team to
Japan — John O’Neill, Ashley Girle, Ross Sheil, Howard Hickey, Ken Waller, Chilla Wilson
and Mal Brew. A Grade downed Brothers 21-14 in the Preliminary Final and won the
Premiership, proving too good for GPS in the Grand Final. The Club won the Brisbane Club
Championship for the fourth year in succession.

Ly

University A Grade - 1956
Premiers (Defeated GPS on 15th September at the Exhibition Oval)

(1) J. O'Neill, (2) R. Gibson, (3) P James, (4) C. MacFarlane, (5) H. Hickey, (6) 1. Baxter,
(7) T Manteit, (8) K. Waller, (9) M. Nugent, (10) C. Wilson, (11) M. Brew, (12) G. Osbaldiston,
(13) K. Larkin, (14) E. Turley, (15) D. Campbell. Reserves: (16) K. Donald, (17) E. Bennett.

98 : 1950-1959



CHAPTER 7: THE COMING OF CHAMPIONS

A Pre-game Photo - 1956

Back Row: FE Wilson (Coach), H. Hickey, K. Donald, C. Wilson, P James, 1. Baxter,
M. Nugent, T. Manteit, R. Gibson, G. Osbaldiston, M. Brew (Partly Obscured).

Front Row: C. Macfarlane, K. Waller, E. Turley, J. O'Neill, K. Larkin, D. Campbell,
E. Bennett (Partly Obscured).

UNIVERSITY for-
ward, George Wil-
liam  Oshaldiston
. (second from right)
has his foot strapped
by engineer Charlie
Macfarlane, at Union
College last night.
Osbaldiston wants to
play in  to-day's
Rugby Union grand
final against G.P.5.,
hut has a broken toe.
Other Varsity play-
erg are (from left):
John O'Neill, How-
ard Hickey (white
shirt), Peter James,
and half-back Tre-
vor Manteit, Uni-
versity meet G.P.S.
at the Exhibition
field at 3.30 to-day.
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Reserve Grade — Premiers 1956

Reserve Grade — Premiers 1956:

(1) C. P Hildebrand, (2) W. Bock, (3) R. Duigan, (4) B. Cummins, (5) M. Cummings,
(6) J. McBride, (7) L. Pearce, (8) H. O’Driscoll, (c) (9) M. A. Tweedy, (10) A. Booth,
(11) A. Stephenson, (12) M. Boyle, (13) J. Ohlrich, (14) T. Murphy, (15) J. Moses.
Reserves: (16) A. Lynch, (17) J. Pye. Coach: Norbert Byrne.

John McBride (background), John Moses, Tony Lynch (tackler) v Brothers Reserve Grade 1956

The Club had entered three teams, plus a fourth late starter in the competition. It recorded
victories in all three Grand Finals, and along with the Premierships the season’s honours
included the Horsley Cup and Hospitals Cup for First Grade, and the Harry Edwards Cup for
B Grade. John Muir recalls that no presentation of the Hospitals Cup was possible. Because
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its monetary value until then was of no importance, winning Clubs were allowed to hold the
trophy until the next year’s Grand Final. The Club had possession of the Cup after winning
in 1955 but its safekeeping arrangements were clouded in celebrations. When it was located
at one of the Colleges, the QRU had the Cup valued. From then on, the trophy spent its time
between Grand Finals ensconced in the vaults of the Union’s bankers.

University B Grade — Premiers 1956
(Defeated Souths 35-0)

Front row R-L: R H. Macfarlane, S. M. McDonnell, M. Enright (Capt.), A. J. Muir
(Manager), J. C. Muir (Vice-Capt.), G. J. Nunan, A. L. Cameron.

Second row L-R: K. L. McClelland, V. J. McSweeney, R. P Moynihan, E. W. G. Bennett,
J. W. Laracy, B. E. Clark.

Back Row L-R:  A. 1. Linde, ]. A. Stokes, ]. Ohlrich (Hon. Sec.), M. R. Litzow,
M. C. Carlton-Smith.

Absent: G. J. Shearer, A. Morton, W. Parer, J. O’Regan (Coach), M. Nicoll.

B Grade — Premiers (defeated Souths 35-0):

(1) S. M. McDonnell, (2) W. Parer, (3) M. Enright (c), (4) J. Laracy, (5) A. Morton, (6) G. Shearer,
(7) J. McSweeney, (8) ] Muir (vc), (9) M. Litzow, (10) R Moynihan, (11) G Nunan, (12) ] Stokes,
(13) M. Carlron-Smith, (14) R. Macfarlane, (15) K. McClelland.

Reserves: (16) M. Nicoll, (17) B. Clark, (18) A. Cameron, (19) E. Bennett. Coach: J. O'Regan.

Gil Shearer recalls that prior to the Finals, A Grade had lost only one match all season. He
remembered that Michael Tweedy and Clive Hildebrand also played in A Grade. Michael
Nugent was in second year Dentistry and his second season with the Club. He played an
outstanding game in the Grand Final, scoring two tries.

John Muir’s brother Jim also played for B Grade and recalls that one of the highlights of the
season was a match at the Exhibition Ground where medical student Mick Nicoll in his first
match back from a shoulder injury scored a scintillating six tries.
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John O'Neill lays down the plan before the grand final

The Intervarsity team recovered the Kanematsu Cup in Hobart by convincingly defeating
Sydney University 23-6. Mike McDonnell survived the Hobart Intervarsity and recalls:

‘the funniest Intervarsity trip ever. Hobart 1956, winter. We arrived to find we had been booked
into the YMCA! Within an hour we had a stack of grog; within the next hour we were turfed out
... then the BIG reception at the City Hall ..the number 23 has always stuck in my mind -23
gallons of beer and 23 flagons of sherry.... We finished the last flagon at the top of Mt Wellington
at sunrise. .. it rained the whole week. Despite a surprising loss to Adelaide, we won all the other
games — including Sydney Uni by a good margin. The secretr — Discipline — no drinking for two
hours before the game.”

In the Intervarsity Final in Hobart against Sydney Uni, the
halfback was Lester Hampson, with Clive Hildebrand at fly-
half.

Clive Hildebrand - a regular of the 1950s, and a future
Rhodes Scholar - responded to requests for contributions on
Intervarsities with some recollections of his first in Hobart as
Clive Hildebrand ~ Lester Hampson ~ a freshman (first year student):

“They were always prominent romps. With the then legal drinking age being 21, freshmen recruits
were introduced at age 18 to the amber fluid with as much responsible behavior as one would
expect of a bunch of boys bonding in the Aussie manner. And there was also Rugby. Even Victoria
and Adelaide fielded teams, sometimes strong. ...matches were played with vigour, though the result
did not seem so important.... The journeys in those days were long as they involved overnight train,
then plane, then bus... Intervarsity meets were always carefree outings. One 1956 visitor while
breakfasting in a posh hotel alerted the whole dining room in shock on learning from the Hobart
paper that he was supposed to be in Melbourne for Olympic trials that day. Such was the manner
of approaching adulthood, Red Heavies style.”

The A Grade repeated the Intervarsity victory over Sydney Uni, winning the annual Varsity match
22-14 in a night game in Sydney. John O'Neill and Ross Sheil were both picked ro play against
the touring Springboks, and seven other team members played for Queensland.
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Jim Muir also reports that the 1956 AGM was held in one of the Nissen huts on the George Street
Domain, where Dr Clem Windsor presided as Club President and provided a restraining influence
on the younger members as the post meeting refreshments were consumed. He recalls a memorable
Social outing” conducted by the Club was the “1956 Picnic at Fingal” when ‘A bus departed from
Union College, Wickham lerrace with twenty-five players on board. A keg of beer was set up on
the back seat; and all the football, University and beer drinking songs ever printed were sung on
the way down and back from Fingal .....Most blokes surfed on and off all day. .. no one drowned.
Steaks were cooked on the barbecue all day, washed down with warmer ale as the day advanced —

in all thirty-five gallons. ... What a shame there is no pictorial record of the day!”

LB WRIGHT 390 SHIEL | Lo ety Beery (g ey Phigia 11 v BT
LA jrmsl,u. R BEMLP T MM -
Avs tie fon o adton - Bratd , Ho e AcD & pss

L-R. Wright GPS. Sheil, Lightbody GPS. Dalgleish GPS. Hickey behind Jones's arm. Brew, Manteit, Rod Gibson.

He also remembers the celebrations of the three Premierships:

“Post-match celebrations were held at the Victoria Park Refectory — another old Army building ...
the organisers of the function, Ross Moynihan and John Muir ... had to leave (the Grand Final)
early to collect the beer kegs from the Wickham Horel.”

The Club Secretary for the year was John Ohlrich, who operated from home using the Club
briefcase to transport papers and records to the committee meetings held at the Sports Union
offices.
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The Australian Universities Touring Team to Japan — 1956
Outside the Noritake Hotel

The evening followed with an audition for “The Mikados are Singin’ in the Rain”
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Ken Waller — A member of the
Australian Universities Team to Japan
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Charles (Chilla) Porter at St Lucia Oval — 1956.
Later that year he won the Silver medal in the High Jump
at the Melbourne Olympic Games

InterClub Athletics at St. Lucia in 1955. Hector Hogan, Doug Winston, and Tony Booth representing UQ
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1957

The A Grade Premiership was won by the Club for the fourth year in a row — defeating
Souths in the Grand Final. The Club also won the Club Championship for the fifth year in
succession. For the first time in many years, four teams were entered in the competition. The
fourth team consisted mainly of College residents who trained at St Lucia instead of Victoria
Park. Between them, the Club’s top sides were declared Minor Premiers winning the Welsby
Cup, the F C Lea Cup (Reserve Grade) and the Max Wyllie Memorial Shield (B Grade).
Reserve Grade and B Grade, coached by John Ohlrich, failed to win their Premiership Grand
Finals, with Army and Souths respectively celebrating victory.

A Grade Premiers

The A Grade Preliminary Final winning side over Brothers (21-14) was:

(1) J. O'Neill, (2) H. Hickey, (3) M. Enright, (4) P James, (5) R. Gibson, (6) 1. Baxter, (7) M.
Knowles, (8) M. Nugent, (9) C. Wilson, (10) M. Nicoll, (11) G. Osbaldiston, (12) M. Brew,
(13) K. Larkin, (14) T Murphy, (15) M. Boyle. Reserves: (16) C. Hildebrand, (17) J. Emery.

A Grade then accounted for Souths in the Grand Final (23-18). Scorers: H. Hickey, K. Larkin,
K. Waller and P James tries; T. Baxter 4 conversions, 1 penalty goal.

108: 1950 -1959



CHAPTER 7: THE COMING OF CHAMPIONS

Reserve Grade - Runners-up (defeated by Army)

(1) C. Hildebrand, (2) C. Brew, (3) R Green, (4) J. McBride, (5) J. Hamilton,
(6) G. Shearer, (7) L. Pearce, (8) B. Cummins,(9) A. Lynch, (10) T Lindenmayer,
(11)J. Emery, (12) R. Hinder, (13) A McArthur, (14) J. Moses, (15) D. Campbell.
Reserves: (16) E. Anning, (17) A. . Muir. Coach: E. A. N. Byrne.

For the Varsity match, Sydney University came to Brisbane for a night game at the Exhibition
Ground. The Club recorded another victory, winning 20-12. Even sweeter than the victory on
the paddock was the success of the after-match function held at the Victoria Park Refectory.

INTER-VARSITY RUGBY UNION
Sydney v. Queensland
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110:

Several contributors recall the evening where “one hundred and twenty gallons of beer were
sold in one hundred and twenty minutes.” John Muir recalls that “ American sailors in
Brisbane for Coral Sea anniversary celebrations contributed many hundreds of US dollars ...
and ... Col Claxton ran a very successful Unders and Overs table.”

John Muir also held the position of Club Secretary for the season and reported that the seven
members of the 1957 A Grade team who were selected to play for Australia in subsequent
matches (but at differing times) were:

Ross Sheil, John O'Neill, Chilla Wilson, Ken Donald, Peter James, Kerry Larkin, and Tom
Baxter.

Eric Anning played for the Club as a powerful second rower from 1957
to 1965 and has been a driving force in the Club’s administration ever
since.

“I was lucky to play in a fabulous era — we won the Club Championship
every year except 1958, and I played in five Premiership teams. I loved the
social life, playing footy with your mates and drinking at the City View or
the Royal Exchange. Lifelong friendships were formed, especially through
the tours to Intervarsity and overseas. I played against the Springboks, the
Junior All Blacks and some New Zealand provinces. I'll never forget the 1964 Grand Final, where
we beat Teachers 29-9.”

He became the first Treasurer of the Queensland Rugby Club in Charlotte St, where it was
established in 1963. It was a popular meeting place, especially on Friday nights.

“It was just a wonderful atmosphere and sometimes the crowd would spill over into the street. There
was such a good feeling. Wed all go to the Club on Friday night and decide which party we were
going to go to (1he Bar closed strictly at 10pm). There were lots of parties in the downstairs den.
Once you shut the door there was very little noise that came out. I had my Bucks party there, with
a lot of young lawyers and Rugby guys. One fairly senior solicitor decided he needed a few more
drinks after lunch and crashed my party. He made the mistake of an off-hand remark to Jules
Guerassimoff and Mike Alp, so they jack-knifed him upside down into a rubbish bin. Jules and
Vince Creagh also had their Bucks’ Parties there. ”

Eric played in the only International match ever held at the Normanby ground in 1965 against
the Springboks. The game was held on a Wednesday afternoon and drew a big crowd for those
days. Eric marked Andrew Janson, a Capetown policeman, who weighed a strapping 17st 4 lbs
(111ko).

“I couldn’t lift my head during the game. The night before, Tempo had me sprinting up and down
Finsbury Park, carrying Alec Evans on my back. Janson had no trouble winning the lineours — he
didn’t jump — he just reached up for the ball. They killed us by 50-5, but I still invited the big
Jaapie for a drink afterwards. He was pretty hard to entertain but at the end of the night he said
to my francée: “You will come home with me” When she refused, he said:

“Didn’t you see what I did to him in the lineouts today?

Later Paul Mooney tried to chat to Janson at the Bar and he said:
“Do you realise that I've shot nine people, not including blacks?”
With that, Paul rolled his eyes and slipped away.”
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Mike Knowles provided a comprehensive summary of his memories of the 1957 season,
beginning with his successful completion of the Club selection trials and an invitation to
‘front up with the Fourths for the first training session of the year.” As the season progressed he
came to value ‘the long days over the previous summer holiday back home cutting fence posts out
of tough Gidyea timber and digging postholes in the rock-hard black-earth Mitchell Grass plains
of far western Queensland.” Before his “‘rude awakening” at his first A Grade training run he was
to savour the delights of his first Intervarsity in Sydney.

After surviving the interstate train trip, “an all-night game of cards and a continuous round of
drinks. .. (in) the cloud of smoke that completely filled the compartment...until the train pulled
into Sydney early next morning. ... Sadly, all too soon, the week came to a close, but the saving
grace was the final Dinner which was held, quite strangely I thought,... in a basement that
was all concrete.... I came to realise the wisdom of this, especially with the Dinner ending in
the traditional...boat races...(with) the eventual winner...displaying ... skill and dexterity,
technique and coordination, perseverance and stamina, and teamwork, all the attributes of a good
Rugby team man.

His first A Grade “match was a revelation. The backs on both sides were faster and quicker, the
Jforwards were bigger and stronger. ... The tempo of the whole game was incredibly higher. Most of
the backs had played for Queensland or Australia and their play was poetry in motion. ... The belief
each had in the other was palpable. A lot of the latter stemmed from Fergus Wilson, the Coach

who... also behind many of the team’s wins was his keen tactical brain. Chilla Wilson, his brother,

the Captain. ...was gifted as well with appreciable on-field intelligence. ..

The team became Minor Premiers and maintained an undefeated record over the whole year,
bringing it to the Grand Final...due to the insight of both Coach and Captain the emphasis was
not on winning the match but playing well in it...permitting everyone to focus on their game
rather than the score...then the siren. It was a glorious sound.... That night the Club celebrated
into the small hours of the morning.”

John Muir, who later became one of the QRU’s leading administrators, recalls those days
with affection:

"At the beginning of each year after University Orientation Week, the Club held trials at the St
Lucia Oval. Over 100 players competed for positions in the three teams nominated by the Club
each year in the QRU Brisbane competition — A Grade, Reserve Grade, and B Grade as it was then
known. 1he Club did not nominate a team to play in the Fourth Grade competition (known as C
Grade then). Sometimes individual University Colleges, Faculties, or individual campuses entered
teams, but never with any success during the 1950s.

UQ was the only University at the time, and it operated from many campuses located all around
Brisbane.  There were campuses ar George St, William St, Turbot St, Herston, Yeerongpilly,
Indooroopilly, and St Lucia. This spread of campuses and the fact that very few students had
the use of motor vehicles made the organisation of University team sport very difficult. The three
official UQFC teams trained together on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 5pm, but as there
were no lights on these grounds, training in June and July did not last for long, even with the
occasional assistance of car headlights.

The UQFC had no Clubhouse or other facilities of its own, except for the use of a wooden changing
shed at St Lucia (with no hot water and no lighting). The Secretary ran the Club out of a briefcase,
and communication with Coaches and players was extremely difficult, with no mobile phones in
existence. City hotels were the usual location for social activity after training and after games. The
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City View in Leichhardt St was a favourite location. The Federal Hotel at the corner of Leichhardt
and Upper Edward St was often visited after weekend games at Normanby as it was the only hotel
in the city that allowed players to enter in football gear. Both these hotels were in close proximity
to the University Colleges in Wickham Terrace — Emmanuel, St Leo’s, and Union College.

10 play for the Club in the mid 19505 required enrolment in a course at the University. Very few

players were therefore in a position to play for the Club after graduation, and it was rare to find
anyone over 25 in the playing ranks. The rules were later relaxed, and after 1958 graduates were
encouraged to continue playing for University teams.

The Club was affiliated with the QRU, and was entitled to nominate one member to the QRU
Management Committee which met every Monday night at the Armys Victoria Barracks on Petrie
errace.

The UQFC was well positioned in those years to recruit players from the GPS Schools and from
other Queensland schools as UQ was the only University in the State. Each year until 1956, Uni
A Grade played the Great Public Schools combined First XV. On the same day the GPS Second
XV played the TAS combined First XV (The Associated Schools), and the GPS Third XV played
the combined Darling Downs Schools. This day was run by the QRU at Normanby, and obviously
UQFC had the benefit of access to all the students playing on the day.

Other recruitment opportunities were available when GPS School First XVs accepted invitations
to play curtain-raisers to major University games at the Exhibition Ground. When Church of
England Grammar School played Nudgee College as a curtain-raiser to the Intervarsity game on
Ist May 1957, Mike Alp and Lloyd McDermott playing for Churchie, and Vince Creagh playing
for Nudgee all came to University in 1958.

During the 1950s there was a wonderfully strong Club spirit in existence, and Uni tended to
dominate the Brishane Club competition. Some of the campuses provided more players than
others - in 1957 eight of the A Grade players were medical students. The annual Intervarsity trips
away created a great player cameradarie and cemented friendships between players from different
Faculties and campuses. Intervarsity Rugby competitions were held in Adelaide in 1955, Hobart
in 1956, Sydney in 1957, Brisbane in 1958, and Melbourne in 1959.

The A Grade side won the Premiership in 1954, 1955, 1956, and 1957, and won a total of eight
Premierships from 1946 to 1960. Reserve Grade won a total of six Premierships over the same
period. In 1956 all three teams won Premierships for the first and only time since World War 1.

Apart from the small financial grants given to the Club by the Sports Union for Intervarsity
travel, all Club funds had to be raised by the Committee. The Club ran an annual Formal, and
conducted dances at the Victoria Park Refectory after all major games at the Exhibition Ground.
After the Intervarsity match on 1st May 1957 such a function raised significant funds. The cash
surplus from the game and the Vic Park function exceeded any other achieved during my time on
the Committee.

This manner of fundraising was adequate to keep the Club going during those years, and sufficient
meet such expenses as affiliation fees, regular socials, and an annual Club Picnic, either by boat
to Tangalooma or by bus to northern NSW beaches. Major funding for the construction of a
Clubhouse, or to establish a Club secretariat or an Archive centre was out of the question. There
were very few Club supporters and the only financial members of the Club were the Coaches and
the student players.
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Limited Club records have survived this period, other than the Minutes of the AGMs. These were
hand-written by successive Honorary Secretaries from 1946 to 1959 in to a hard covered journal,
started in 1946 by the then Secretary Bruce Robinson Moore. One hopes that it is still in existence
and can be found for a future Club Historian."

Ken Donald and “Chilla” Wilson both made their test debuts against the All Blacks in 1957.
Ken was one of many medical students who played for the Club in those days, as the Medical
School at Herston was close to the training ground at Victoria Park.
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1958

Souths had their revenge for the loss of the Premiership the previous year when Wallaby
Kerry Larkin's 1958 A Grade team was defeated in the Grand Final at the Exhibition Ground
despite having a win over Souths in the Major Semi final 14-8. It was only the second defeat
of the season for the A Grade side.

A Grade - Runners-up
(defeated by Souths 5-9)

(1) J. ONeill, (2) H. Hickey, (3) K Donald, (4) J. Blake, (5) J. Hamilton,
(6) P James, (7) R. Finemore, (8) D. Bedgood, (9) J. Nelson, (10) T. Lindenmayer,
(11) D. Conners, (12) M. Alp, (13) M. Brew, (14) T Murphy (15) K. Larkin.
Reserves: (16) D. Franzmann, (17) 1. Sleep, (18) J. Emery. Coach: Norbert Byrne.
Scorers: H. Hickey 1 try, K. Donald 1 conversion.
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In the Varsity match Sydney Uni finished on top 13-6.

Such was the depth in the Club that it fielded two Reserve Grade teams in the QRU
competition. Known as St Lucia Reserve Grade and Vic Park Reserve Grade, the two Uni
teams contested the Grand Final.

Reserve Grade No1 (St Lucia) Premiers 1958

Front Row: [ Guerassimoff, L. McDermott, V. J. Creagh (Capt.), A. Morton (standing in
for Coach A. Girle), R. Finemore, A. Murray, . Fouras.

Second Row: L. Thomas, Dave Campbell, C. Brew, G. Horrolt, B. McMahon, G. Natalier.

Back Row: R Forster, R. Green, J. Sturgess (Vice-Capt.), D. Mitchell, E. 1. Anning,
G. Galloway, N. Johanson.

Reserve Grade No 1 (St Lucia) — Premiers:

(1) C. Brew, (2) G. Natalier, (3) R. Green, (4) L. McDermott, (5) L. Thomas, (6) V. Creagh (c),
(7) M. Knowles, (8) J. Guerassimoff, (9) D. Campbell, (10) R. Forster, (11) J. Sturgess (vc),
(12) G. Horrolt, (13) A. Murray, (14) J. Fouras, (15) E. Anning. Reserves: (16) R. Finemore,
(17) B. McMahon, (18) D. Mitchell, (19) G. Galloway, (20) N. Johansen. Coach: Ashley Girle.
(Tony Morton substituting in photo.)

No.2 Reserve Grade (Vic Park):

(1) G. Abhern, (2) D. May, (3) H. King, (4) G. Shearer|B. Malloy, (5) M. Franzmann,
(6) J. McBride, (7) G. Reynolds, (8) J. Condon, (9) J. Muir, (10) M. Tweedy, (11) A. Ryan,
(12) A. Lynch, (13) G. Morris, (14) J. Rohl, (15) D. Campbell/E. Gurney.
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Vince Creagh’s St Lucia brigade won the day, and a number of players including Guerassimoff,
McDermott, Finemore and Anning were to taste higher success in the years ahead. Vince’s
brothers, Jim and Pat also played for the Club and Jim, having represented Queensland
as a centre and wing was considered by many extremely unlucky to have missed Wallaby
selection. Vince, a five-eighth or inside-centre, had played League as a schoolboy growing
up in Murgon from where he was selected in the 1956 State Secondary Schools team as five-
eighth but in 1957 spent his final school year at Nudgee College, where he played in the first
XV. He recalls:

‘I was a solidly built young bloke in those days for an inside centre, weighing around 13 stone
101bs or 87kg.

In my first year I was named Captain of the Reserve Grade side ar St Lucia, a very strong team
which could have beaten some A Grade sides in those days. We had players like Jules, Lloyd
McDermott, and Ross Finemore, with Eric Anning and Don Mitchell in the second row, and a
great Coach in Ashley Girle.

The following year I was picked in A Grade and played either five-eighth or inside centre. I can still
remember my first training run at Victoria Park. Lectures had finished at five oclock at St Lucia
and 1 got a lift with a mate, arriving at Vic Park ar about quarter to six, so with only about fifteen
minutes of daylight left. In that time we ran up and down passing and packed a few scrums, and
when it got dark we did some exercises and a bit more running. At about half past six we wound
up and headed off to the City View Hotel in a couple of cars, and had a few beers. They were great
days to play for Uni as we had a very strong team — so strong in 1959 that after the first round
of matches, the QRU staged a night match at the Exhibition Ground with Uni v The Rest of
Brisbane. Sadly in the first minutes of that game the famous Johnny O’Neill was late tackled and

broke a bone in his neck. It was a season ending injury.

I played First Grade for the next five years, including a rare stint at outside centre in Unis
Premiership win over Souths in extra time at Normanby in 1962.

I was always interested in administration and served on the UQFC Committee from 1961-69. 1
moved to Sydney in 1969 when I was transferred in my job and joined Northern Suburbs Rugby
Club, where I played in the lower Grades for six years and served on the Committee for four years.

Returning to Brisbane in 1976, I played Fourth and Fifth Grades for a while before becoming
captain of the Vintage Reds (over 35 years) in the local Golden Oldies competition.

I played my final game at the age of fifty in 1990, alongside some pretty handy players in Geoff
Shaw, Don Regeling, Greg Cornelson, Ray Price, Stan Pilecki, Steve Rowley, and David Hillhouse.

In that game against the XXXX Goldies we scored twelve tries to one — it was a good note to go out
on. After the game I decided enough was enough and before I could change my mind, I dropped
my boots into the rubbish bin in the Ballymore dressing room.

But back in 1977, I rejoined the Club Committee as Chairman. I also became Chairman of
Selectors from 1976-79 and again in the late 1980s, and was the Manager of the 1987 Club tour
of Ireland. Perbaps the achievement that makes me proudest is my involvement with Eric Anning
in raising the $100,000 plus necessary from UQ alumni and business friends to build the present
UQ Clubhouse in 1978. Unbelievably, it took a two-year battle with the University to gain
permission to build it, at no cost to the University excluding the use of its land. The approval was
finally gained on the basis that the Clubhouse would consist only of a gymnasium, kitchen and
First Aid Room. Once the official opening was over however, part of the facility was miraculously
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converted into a Bar which stands to this day. Looking back, another thing I'm proud of was being
one of 300 Founding Members (no 201) whose commitment was necessary to obtain a Liquor
Licence in 1963 for the fledgling Queensland Rugby Union Club, which changed the face of Rugby
in this State. I later became Club President from 1994-96.

I'm not a great spectator at Rugby games these days. I think professionalism and the new laws have
damaged the game as I knew it, and I am sad that Ballymore was abandoned in favour of another
venue built more with League in mind than Rugby. Ballymore was the sacred home of Queensland
Rugby as far as I'm concerned, and it’s a shame that the QRU didn’t go abhead in the mid-90s with
the master plan project to develop it into a modern venue capable of holding 30,000. I'm glad that
[ was part of that wonderful era when we built Ballymore and made it famous world wide.”

In representative football in 1958, three Club members were chosen in the 2nd and 3rd Test
teams that played the New Zealand Maoris, and seven players represented the State. Tom
Baxter, the 1958 Rhodes Scholar, was chosen in the Wallaby touring team to New Zealand.
Flying winger Ken Donald was one of three Queenslanders chosen to tour the British Isles
and France with the Wallabies and scored eleven tries on the tour, one in the Test against
Scotland. “Chilla” Wilson missed selection for the tour, but was recalled for a series in New
Zealand and was honoured with the captaincy. Although the All Blacks won the series 2-1,
he led the Wallabies to an upset 6-3 victory in the Second Test at Lancaster Park.

From an unknown Kiwi journalist:

“CHILLA” Chaired off after remarkable second test victory

“The Australian team looks to me as if it is captained on
the field — and not on the sideline. How quaint! How
old fashioned! Bur how mighty effective! I saw Wilson
positioning forwards and backs before a drop out. And
with word and gesture he laid down the law to all and
sundry while Terry Curley was taking a shot at goal
Jollowing Ellwoods fine try.

“Chilla” Wilson, the Captain, has one record in my
book. I have never seen a Captain talk more to his team.
“Chilla” is built low to the ground, his pants reach
down to his knees and no one less like a sprinter could
be imagined. He cuts around the field, all the same. 1
should think he would be faster than most of our backs.”

A new face at the Club in 1958 was a seventeen year old, fresh from Rockhampton Grammar
School where he had played Rugby League. Of White Russian descent, Jules Guerassimoff
went on to play twelve Tests and then set a contemporary record playing seventy-four games

for Queensland.

“My first three games for University were in Reserves and I played my first A Grade game that
1958 season against Souths at Kalinga Park. My last game was in 1980, so I played A Grade in
Sfour decades. I dont know if anyone keeps records like that but I reckon it might take a lot of
beating. 1 played for the enjoyment of the game and the camaraderie — the trip to South Africa in
1963 with the Wallabies was the greatest Rugby experience I ever had. The friendships we made
were something money could not buy. We had a pretty good side and became the first international

team to win back-to-back Iests there since 1896.
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When I got back I got some incredible offers from Rugby League Clubs — St George was talking
about a 30,000 pounds sign-on fee — but I was happy playing Rugby. The South African blokes I
played against, like John Gainsford, Dave Stewart and Jannie Engelbrecht, have kept in touch and

when we meet we still have a good time together.

I have always been keen on physical fitness and loved athletics as a youngster, so I became the
unofficial trainer for every side I played with, from Grade right through to Test teams. At University
we would always start training with a run around the campus by the river. It was about Skm and
I always tried to lead the guys home. My intention was simply to get them to put in a bigger effort
than they would normally. I did the job because nobodly else seemed to want to do it. This obsession
with fitness is probably why I rarely got hurt. The only injury I can remember was a strained
hamstring that came after we started weight training, so I simply gave up weights.

[ was pretty fast too — 100 yards in less than 11 seconds wasn’t bad for a bloke of 14 stone (90 kg.)

Ashley Girle was the biggest influence on my Rugby. He was easily the best Coach I ever had,
especially from the point of view of his analysis of the opposition and getting players to perform
what he wanted. He led us ro two Premierships in Reserves before he became A Grade Coach and
then we won 6 or 7 before [ went overseas in 1974. My work as an Agricultural Scientist took me
to the Philippines where I stayed for three years. We played Rugby in Manila and were invited to
the first Hong Kong Sevens in 1976. The team was sponsored by President Ferdinand Marcos and
we won the Plate Final.

I came back and lived in Canberra for a few years, where I played for Royals. In 1980 I returned
to Brisbane and played a few games in lower Grades. Bruce Brown, the A Grade Coach, had a few
injuries in the backrow, so he asked me to play A Grade again — at the age of 40. Wouldn't you
know it — my last game was against Souths, the same team I had played against on debut 22 years
earlier. During the match I was involved in a bit of a skirmish with their little halfback, and 1
recognised the voice of Neil Betts, whom I'd played against in ’58, yelling out: “Ab Jules, why don’t

you pick on someone your own age?”

[ suppose Intervarsity cemented the bonds of friendship then. I took our side down to Melbourne
and it was a pretty wild affair. I couldn’t believe those blokes could play 5 games in a week with
all the shenanigans that went on — but it was great fun. The beauty of Rugby — and I'm not sure
this applies to other codes — is that you pound the daylights out of each other on the field and then

it’s all forgotten over a beer afterwards.”
Steve Biggs played with Jules from 1959 t01963.

“He was a phenomenal player. He used to do spear tackles, which are outlawed roday. I remember
in the 58 Reserve Grade Grand Final at the Ekka, the two Uni teams met and Jules simply
destroyed every five-eighth we put on.”

Jack Sturgess presented his contribution, in his words “short and sweet™:

“1958, the first year of the St Lucia Reserve Grade team. It had several recognisable names — Creagh,
McDermott, Finemore, Brew, Mitchell, Anning. We also had a “fresher” from Rockhampton
Grammar who was picked at breakaway. I think it was the second or third game against Brothers,
where the first incident occurred. Paul Sweeney, brother of Wallaby Tom Sweeney, and also an
experienced and capable player, was playing five-eighth for Brothers. He looked a bit overweight
and I think it was just a bit of a run for him to get back into shape. There was a scrum quite close
to the University line; Brothers won it and the ball was passed to the five-eighth. Next thing he
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was hit by our breakaway, driven backwards and thumped into the ground with a groan and an
audible exhalation of air. I think he played on but not for long.

The second incident occurred against Teachers; they had a good team and won the premiership
the next year. Their five-eighth was a tall aboriginal lad called Mick Miller, also a capable player.
Not far into that game he had a similar experience to Paul Sweeney and left the field.Some of
us reckoned that the kid from Rocky Grammar would go places. He did . His name was Jules
Guerassimoff.”

Ross Moynihan commenced his role as the Club Secretary, conducting the Club business from
his father’s hotel, the Wickham. For the next three years Committee meetings would be held at
the hotel on Sunday evenings. How fortuitous for the Committee members, given the antiquated
licensing legislation that then existed. Of course, the proximity of the Wickham to the Valley Police
Station did add some spice to their traveling arrangements.

In 1955 Gil Shearer had played in a schoolboy curtain raiser to a night match the Club played
at the Exhibition ground. An opponent of his from that curtain raiser was Mark Enright,
who joined Gilbert in the B Grade at St Lucia the next year. Mark was selected as Captain by
the Coach, Dr. Tony Morton. Gilbert recalled that their team was very strong and defeated
Souths in the Grand Final by 35-0.

That year, 1956 the Club won the Club Championship for the fourth year in succession and
all three Premierships, A Grade, Reserve and B Grade. The Club became the first since the
war to win all three Premierships in the same year and it was B Grade’s first Premiership since
1946. As well as the representative players the A Grade was distinguished by having three
Rhodes Scholars in the side: Tom Baxter, Clive Hildebrand and Ross Sheil.

The next year, in 1957, Norbert Byrne coached Gilbert in Reserve Grade, but with the
previous year’s sides depleted by graduating players moving to employment, the Reserves
found their rebuilding incomplete and only managed to make the Semifinals. It was in 1957
that Brothers attempted to limit the Club’s playing strength to undergraduates by a motion
to that effect to the QRU. The newly elected Chairman of the QRU Council, Mr Keith Percy
did not support the motion and announced its failure. Its success would have had disastrous
consequences for the Club and Mr Percy earned its enduring gratitude.

One change to the Club’s previous seasonal playing agenda saw the cessation of the University
versus All Schools XV annual match. It was contended that this match, in conjunction with
the playing of a curtain raiser between two leading GPS schools before the Bi-Annual Varsity
Match gave the Club a disproportionate advantage in the recruitment of the leading players
in the Schools’ competitions. Since the QRU regarded the combined All Schools games as
desirable for a number of reasons it was resolved to hold the first of a new annual match
between a selected Brisbane Colts team, comprising U-20 players from the Grades teams, and
a combined GPS First XV. Harry Roberts from Brothers captained the winning Colts team
that included the following Club members: R. E. V. Duigan, R. Hinder, A. McArthur and G.
J. Shearer, E. Bennett and 1. Beirne were selected as reserves. Geoffrey Reynolds, emulated his
brother Ray’s leadership of two years earlier and captained the GPS XV.

The Varsity game at the Exhibition ground saw the Club record a 22-14 victory. Despite the
lack of Finals success by Reserve Grade, the Club won its fifth successive Club Championship,
being Minor Premiers in all three Grades. A Grade had won the Welsby Cup, Reserve Grade
won the E C. Lea Cup, and B Grade won the Max Wyllie Shield. Ken Donald and Chilla
Wilson made their test debuts against the All Blacks. Gilbert recalls that 1958 saw Ross
Moynihan take over the Secretarial duties from John Muir.
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Gil wrote:

“He was a tireless worker and almost single-handedly ran the Club in a very idiosyncratic
manner and with great success.” Ross sourced the beer for the functions held at the Herston
refectory at Vic. Park from his father’s hotel, “The Wickham.” Gil recalls “It had to be Bulimba
beer, affectionately known as the ‘Green Death.’ .... There were quite a few laughs.” (The
beer could be difficult to handle in quantity and was prone to cause upsets to unseasoned
tummies, resulting in the euphemistically named liquid laughs.)

“Ross also ran the Unders and Overs, a gambling interlude .....put funds in the Club coffers.”
In the 1958 season “the formation of the St. Lucia Reserve Grade side “gave the Club four
teams.” It was initially coached by Tony Morton and then Ashley Girle who had retired from
playing in 1956 after joining the Club in 1949.Ashley had a liking for training in the early
morning but he “met with some opposition from the students — didn’t last long.” The St Lucia
team played their Vic. Park opponents in the Reserve Grand Final. With Vince Creagh as
Captain and Jack Sturgess as vice-Captain Ashley secured his first coaching Premiership.

The Kerry Larkin led A Grade suffered its second loss of the season in the Grand Final, being
defeated by Souths; Sydney Uni had won the Varsity match. The next year, 1959, Norbert
Byrne coached A Grade, winning all the major trophies throughout the season but failed to
win the Grand Final. Ken Donald was the Captain.”

Gilbert remembers that “David Bedgood was a very talented player and one of the significant
members of the team. ...played for Queensland from 1958, captained the State team in 1960
and was picked as a reserve for Australia against the British Lions in 1959. He was described
in the press as the most brilliant backrower in Australia....David switched to League, playing
for Western Suburbs. ...returned to coach teams at Wests Rugby Union for many years and
finally as the Reds’ baggage man for some time until the end of the 2010 season.”

“Michael Nugent switched to Norths Rugby League in 1959... (having played since) 1955.”
Gilbert noted that Brothers won the A Grade Premiership, Reserve Grade St Lucia won
theirs, and the Club secured the Club Championship yet again. “Ken Donald scored 231
points for the season, a record, with 23 tries, 32 Penalties and 33 conversions. He was selected
to play against the British Lions and marked arguably the best winger in the world, Tony
O’Reilly and acquitted himself extremely well.”

Gilbert remarked that:

“This year was the beginning of changes for the Club, it was to be the end of training at Vic. Park,
Herston. While Vic. Park was convenient for the Dental and Medical faculties and the City View
Hotel became the Uni Place for “drinks” the Faculties on (St. Lucia) campus were never happy
having to travel into town.”

“Wickham lerrace was also home for Leos, Union and Emmanuel Colleges with a history of
students playing for Uni and training at Vic. Park and well known for attending the City View.

Mr. Tony Ridolft, the owner, was a very patient man and it wasnt until 1959 that we who
had been such good supporters were no longer welcome to frequent this wonderful institution. ...
The move to the Federal Hotel ...was not quite the same having to leave behind the wonderful
inscription on the wall ‘this Bar is dedicated to those gentlemen who reach contentment prior to
capacity.”

The Club won the Varsity match 19-12.
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1939

This season A Grade narrowly surrendered the Premiership to Brothers but to demonstrate
the Club’s strength yet again, another Club Championship was secured.

A Grade — Runners Up
Lost to Brothers 11-13

Front Row:  G. Oblrich, D. Bywater, K. Larkin (Vice-Capt.), IN. Byrne (Coach), M. Alp,
D. Franzmann, G. Shearer.

Second Row:  R. Finemore, J. O'Neill, H. Hickey, J. Nelson, . McBride, T. Lindenmayer.

Third Row: Eric Hebron, M. Brew, D. Mitchell, R. Moynihan (Manager), E. 1. Anning,
L. McDermott, 1. Murphy.

Back Row: K. Donald (Capt.), . Guerassimoff, V. ]. Creagh, J. Hamilton, D. Bedgood,
H. Adcock, D. C. Conners.

A Grade — Runners up (lost to Brothers 11-13):

(1) D. Franzmann, (2) K. Donald (c), (3) J. Hamilton, (4) H. Adcock, (5) H. Hickey
(6) E. Hebron, (7) R Finemore, (8) D. Bedgood, (9) T Lindenmayer, (10) M. Brew,
(11) D. C. Conners, (12) J. Nelson, (13) E. Anning, (14) K. Larkin (vc), (15) M. Alp.
Reserves: (16) J. Condon, (17) D. May, (18) D. Bywater, (19) 1. Murphy, (20) V. Creagh.
Coach: N. Byrne.

Mike Alp Played his first A Grade Grand Final in 1958. He then played
in every A Grade Grand Final side until 1967 — becoming the only Club
member to play in ten consecutive A Grade Grand Finals. As records go, it
may never be beaten.

Mike Alp One of the most remembered events of the Rugby year was the so called
Battle of Normanby. University had to defeat Army to stay in the Finals, and

the match was played with both vigour and spite — memories of broken noses and worse -
lingering from earlier encounters. (At that time, teams played each other three times during
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the season). Many who played in
that game believe that more than
five were dismissed by the Referee,
as claimed in the newspaper report,
but it certainly turned into a heated
free-for-all before the game was
abandoned. As it turned out, Uni
won easily by 35-3, after the depleted
teams were directed to return to the
field, following a ruling by QRU
Committeemen present that the
Referee had no authority to abandon

the game. 1959 Uni v Army

REFEREE CALLED OFF UNION GAME

4 Sent off for
brawling

By Frank O'Callaghan
PERSISTENT, and. at times, viclous brawling
hetween University and Army players prompted
referee Alan Finlay to abandon yesterday's Rughy
Unlen 'semi-final at Normanby.

He was ardered by the Queenslond
Rugby Union Exscutive to continue the
game ofter reference to the ruls book
revealed the referee had no power to
abanden a match because of rough play.
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The Famous Battle of Normanby
Uni v Army - the 1959 Semifinal at Normanby Oval
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In the Reserve Grade Grand Final, Uni went down to a strong Teachers side without Captain
Jack Sturgess who had been suspended the previous week. The Team was:

(1) S. Biggs, (2) D. Marks, (3) D. Gray, (4) D. Carthew, (5) E Bennett, (6) R. Lethbridge
(Vice capt), (7) J. Hynes, (8) T Sleep, (9) D. Campbell (Capt), (10) J. Guerassimoff;
(11) L. Williams, (12) G. Sampford, (13) R Morris, (14) P Hopkins, (15) G. Morris.
Reserves: (16) D. Bywater, (17) G. Oblrich. Coach: Ashley Girle. Unavailable: Jack Sturgess —
suspended.

Vince Creagh came to the Club in 1958. He played as a five-cighth or
centre with the Club until 1969 and then came back as a Coach and
administrator. In 1959 in his first year in A Grade he recalls the sad demise
of the brilliant John O’Neill (playing at fly-half) in a midweek match at
the Ekka between the champion Uni team and the Rest of Brisbane.

“It was the first minute of the game and Kevin Ryan decked “Rumble” with a
high tackle that left him with no feeling in his fingers. It turned out that he had
broken the axis bone in bis neck. It was a real tragedy, as he was playing superb
Vince Creagh Jfootball, and without our star player, we lost narrowly ro the combined side.

With Des Connor and Kevin Ryan in charge, Brothers won the Premiership, pipping the Ken
Donald led A Grade 11-13. Uni A Grade had won the first round encounter 34-6, scoring
seven tries in an outstanding display of speed and skill, masterminded by O’Neill prior to his
season ending injury. The second round went the same way, but Brothers improved each time
and won a tense Final. Ironically, it would be the last time Brothers’ two stars would play for
them. Ryan accepted an offer to join St George Rugby League in Sydney and Connor took a
teaching job in Auckland, from where he would become a dual International. From a Club
viewpoint, Uni was not sorry to see Kevin Ryan go to League. Eric Anning recalls that Ryan
found Club games a bit tame after breaking the Maori All Black Maunga Emery’s jaw in three
places with a short punch at the Exhibition Ground. With Kevin patrolling the Brothers’
lineout, it was hard to win one against the throw. Kevin insisted on “winning his ball in” and
the few who disputed his claim were KOd. He went on in League to be the enforcer at St
George. Brothers’ line-out jumper, dentist Peter Stevens, was sorry to see him go!

Leo Williams began his career with the Club in this season. His first memories:

“I didn’t join until May when Uni ran short of players as it was vacation. I was sandbagged by
Ashley Girle into turning out and my first game was against Souths ar Davies Park No 2 oval
behind the gasworks in South Brisbane. I played the rest of the season in that team with Jules
Guerassimoff and we got beaten for the Premiership by Teachers, who didn’t have an A Grade side.
Our Caprain was Jack Sturgess who, in the second Semifinal contested the disallowance of a try
scored against the base of the goalpost. Jack exploded and was duly sent off, and although he had
played every game, he missed the Grand Final through suspension.”

Jack Sturgess is another survivor of the Fifties who provided this valuable personal contribution
for this History:

“One incident is seared into my memory bank; it dominates everything else. This incident initially
generated rage and horror; long term, scarifying disappointment. It unfolded on the field at
Normanby during the Preliminary Final of the 1959 Reserve grade competition between University
Saint Lucia (the ladys formal title is most appropriate in this context) and the Teachers Training
College. The winner was to proceed immediately to the Grand Final to be played two weeks later.
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The contest was intense and evenly poised when about ten minutes before full time, disaster struck.
Within a couple of yards of the Teachers line, a ruck formed and the football emerged on the
University Saint Lucia side. David Campbell, stalwart lock forward of the University Saint Lucia
team, picked it up and dived over the try line. It happened that he was very close to one of the
goal posts, and in placing the football, his forward progress was hindered by the goalpost for a few
nanoseconds. The University Saint Lucia team immediately displayed unbridled joy.

The referee, who shall remain nameless but whose name lives on in infamy, committed an error.
He judged thar courageous and skillful Campbell had been “held up’ by the goalpost and had nor
correctly grounded the ball. He called a scrum with the opposition halfback to put in the ball. 1
was the Captain of the University Saint Lucia team and felt it was my responsibility as Captain
to encourage him to revise his decision.

“You bloody clown,” I roared. He sent me off.

1 had to attend a meeting of the judicial body responsible for the adjudicating such affairs early in
the following week. I don’t remember the location but remember descending a number of stairs to
the meeting room. I remember only one of the other people in the room, Colonel Malcolm Bishop,
Australian Army. He appeared to be the principal adjudicator, backed by a small sycophantic cadre.

Mistakenly, I had believed that I would be given a chance to defend myself and would be judged by
my peers. This was not to be the case. It was a kangaroo court. The proceedings were nasty, brutish
and short. The Referee, who will still remain nameless, had reported that I had addressed him in
Jfar more abusive terms. He certainly deserved to be so categorised, but I had not, and would not
use such scurrilous terms. Not if he could hear me.

I was there only to
hear my punishment,
which was a one game
suspension. That game
was the Grand Final
and was to be the
last game of Rugby 1
would play. It never
came to pass. [ walked
back up those several
stairs, a silent, solitary
and sorrowing figure.

[ sometimes pull on
the old number 16
jersey and remember
that day. The scar has
not healed, but the
pain is alleviated by
contemplation of the
Reserve Grade 1959 Photo team photograph."

Front Row: M. J. Hynes, L. G. Williams, ]. K. Sturgess, E L. Bennett, P S. Hopkins.

Second Row: G. D. Oblrich, S. C. Briggs, J. Guerassimoff, E. K. D. Hebron, R. C. C. Lethbridge,
P . Gray.

Back Row:  G. R. Sampford, D. J. Marks, D. A. Carthew, D. R. Campbell, P J. Morris.

Inserts: 1 Sleep, A. Girle (Coach).
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The Club was now comprised of five teams, A Grade, Reserve and B Grade training at Victoria
Park, and a Reserve and B Grade at St Lucia.

Ken Donald scored 231 points in the season, a record, with 23 tries, 32 penalties and 33
conversions. He was selected to play against the British Lions, a strong team which outclassed
Australia in the two Tests. David Bedgood was selected as a reserve for the Second Test.

The Club won
the annual Varsity
match against
Sydney Uni by
19-12.

Another  willing
contributor Peter
“Willie”  Morris
begins:

“I have much to
thank Ashley for.”

He continues:

. : “Ashley  joined
Determined Ken Donald tries to get around the briffiant us in second year
British Lions winger Peter Jackson in this 1959 First Test medicine in 1959.
Match at the Exbibition Grogned.

He had previously
graduated as
a Veterinary Surgeon before returning to study Medicine. He had played for Queensland and
Australian Universities as fullback....he put his name forward...was appointed Coach of the
Reserve Grade side at St Lucia in 1959....he started recruiting players ...the start of three of the
best years of my life. Lifelong friendships were created. Personal goals were more than achieved. ..
an enthusiastic Coach, and I was introduced to some remarkable expressions at training... Ashley
was appointed Coach of the Queensland team in 1961 and I was chosen as hooker. .. Yes, I have
much to thank Ashley for.”

Jon Hamilton, A Grade wing and regular Queensland representative from 1958 to 1960, also
recalls:

“There are several versions of the Battle of Normanby — here is mine.

Army five-eighth Hilton Eveleigh had broken a few noses on previous occasions during the year.
Someone put a bomb up, and as Eveleigh caught it the whole University pack got there before the
Army forward pack arrived. He was dealt with, and that seemed to upset the Army boys, leading
to the chain of events as described by the press. When Ken Donald was late tackled yet another
brawl began, and Referee Alan Finlay started sending players off and then abandoned the game.
However after quite a delay the game had to be resumed when the Referee was advised by the QRU
that he had no power to abandon a game for rough play.

When I was at Gatton College in 1956 I recall watching a game between Toowoomba and
Brisbane. The ground was very muddy and it became almost impossible ro identify the players —
with one exception. Rumble O’Neill was almost unsoiled in his white Brisbane gear, despite his
high level of involvement in the game.
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Ken Donald used to rub his belly with Dencorub before running on, which gave him his fire in
the belly literally. Ken had a unique ability to stop, change direction, and then accelerate to full
speed in a few strides. When he was at Ipswich Grammar, the ‘experts said that he wouldn’t get
away with that when he played Club football. Then they said he wouldn’t get away with it when
he played Interstate football, and then the same about International football. Big mistake.

Denis Franzmann appeared at St Lucia for training one afternoon with a golf club and a number
of golf balls which he proceeded to hit into the Brisbane River while everyone was doing their laps.
He did condescend to join us when the football appeared.”

Back Row—A. Boyd, A, Evans, D. Ridley, M_ Conners, G MecLean, J, Cleary, L, Forbes, E, Aoniug, ], lamilton

Miover Row—P. Robiusou (Cosgh), B, Wright, I). Bedgood (V. Capt), D. Censor (Capt.), D, Worner, K. Donald, A, Flynu (Maneg=:

FRONT Row—K Fitzpatrick, J, Flyon, T, Lindenmayer, A, Risman, R, Latekefu

The Queensland Team in Sydney 1959

So, whilst the fifties were a golden era for the University Club, it was a miserable decade for
Australian and Queensland Rugby. Apart from a couple of wins against lesser lights, the New
Zealand Maoris and Fiji, there was not a single victory against a heavyweight international
side and Queensland had suffered some sad defeats by NSW. Down maybe, but not out, as
the next decade was to show the Club’s increasingly strong development would lead the State
to greater performances and a growing code.
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1960 — 1969
FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH

While Rugby Union in Queensland was struggling for recognition, at the start of the Sixties
the game was thriving at Uni. The success of the Fifties, with five Premierships in A Grade, was
continued into the new decade with greater depth than ever. A phenomenal eleven successive
Club Championships were won from 1959 to 1969, a feat unprecedented in the history of
Queensland Rugby. Friendships were made, traditions continued and strengthened, and every
year new representative players rolled off the assembly line. Lights were erected around No. 3
Oval which the Rugby Club and the Athletics Club both shared as their main ground at the St

Lucia campus. When those lights were turned on in 1960, it signalled the start of a new era.

Leo Williams, who began in Reserve Grade in 1959, recalled:

- “In my time ar Uni I only had one Coach, Ashley Girle, in both Reserve and

A Grades. We lost the A Grade Grand Final to GPS in 1961. It was the first

Premiership they had ever won and they were coached by Bob Templeton. They
" had a pretty good team led by Garth Hughes, with guys like David Clark, Terry
Carew and Owen Edwards. That was the year the jersey design was changed
[from the old red with a blue vee ro red with a blue collar. In 62 we won the Grand Final against
Souths.  Lloyd McDermott was on the wing, one of the best athletes I've ever seen play for Uni.
He scored a try when he ran the length of the field, oussprinting a bloke called Gilbank, who was
known as a speedster. The 1964 team was probably the best of that decade. We played Teachers in
the Grand Final and thrashed them. We had three players picked for the Wallabies and another
six for Queensland.”

In 1964, The University Wallabies who toured to New Zealand were Jules Guerassimoff,
Dick Marks, and Rick Trivett. The six State representatives were Mike Alp, Dick Marks, Eric
Anning, Rick Trivett, Peter Vincent, and Leo Williams.)

Kerry Larkin remembers:

“Three players were presented with a cup for playing 150 A Grade games for the Club at our
Annual Dinner in 1960. They were John O’Neill, Howard Hickey and Kerry Larkin.”

Vince Creagh has great memories of the fun you had playing for the Club in those days:

“Wed go to Peter Quinns hotel on Sundays after the game, pick up a 5 gallon keg and bring it
back to the dressing shed.”

Rick Trivett came to the Club and played U19 in 1962. He admits that he
knew very little about Rugby at the time. A clever flyhalf or centre, Rick
went on to win a Premiership playing against Teachers in the Grand Final
in 1964. He then played for Australia against the Lions in 1966.

“We had fantastic Coaches and I owe everything I ever did in the game to
them. In my first year I played Under 19 with Ken Donald, who taught me a

Bl
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lot, and then I had Ashley Girle. The Club had a tremendous tradition, with older players putting
a lot back in. They still are — with blokes like Eric Anning and Bruce Brown holding the place
together.  Intervarsity was another terrific part of Uni Rugby. I went to Adelaide with blokes like
Mike Horan, Geoff Aaron and Peter Vincent, and on that trip we became firm friends. There were
lots of travesties but terrific fun, as well as some good football.”

Rick’s abiding memory of Sunday games at the Normanby ground was the overpowering
smell of rum, after a big Saturday night. The ground had terrific atmosphere even though it
only held a couple of thousand — people even used to sit in the old fig tree next to the ground
and have a beer.

Gilbert Shearer was another who joined the Club in the mid Fifties and
has lived to tell many tales — he has been instrumental in sourcing much

y of the matter for this history relating to the Fifties. Apart from arranging

: ! meetings of the Club’s Fifties survivors , spurring their recollections while

encouraging and coordinating their participation, Gilbert has personally

‘ " tracked down and collected an enormous quantity of material relevant to
_—

this task. Additionally, he has prepared a detailed summary of his personal
memories of his involvement in the Club and the lasting friendships he has formed. With
thanks to Gilbert the following highlights have been included:

Gilbert joined the Club in 1956 and finished playing after the A Grade Grand Final in
1961. During his A Grade years his performances were well regarded and his selections for
Queensland were considered “a must’ even by the press and the Club rated him as a future
Wallaby. As with so many of the Club’s talented three quarters, he was another whom injury
visited with untimely choice.

From the start of 1960 all the Club teams trained at the St Lucia Campus.

This season Norbert Byrne coached A Grade to his first Premiership. Initially, Gavin Struthers
was the Captain, but after some matches Gilbert took over the leadership with David “Mike”
Conners as vice- captain. The Club won the Club Championship. In the Grand Final Gilbert
suffered a dislocated shoulder and was replaced by Scotchy McBride. Mike Conners led the
team to victory over Brothers.

As the Courier-Mail reported Jon Hamilton, Ross Finemore, Mike Alp, Greg Ohlrich, John
O’Neill and Gil Shearer won representative selection for Queensland. Sydney won the Varsity
game 17-5.

For the Club members and supporters the highlight of the season was the eight match tour by
New Zealand Universities. Sydney Uni was the only defeat suffered by the tourists — a close
match, 16-14. The night game on Thursday 26th May against the Club at the Exhibition
Ground was a major promotion. Two days later the visitors lined up against Australian
Universities, again at the Exhibition Ground.

Gilbert notes that in 1961 Ross Moynihan had moved on from being the Club’s Secretary,
and Brian Falcongreen took over his duties. Later, Brian also moved on leaving the duties to
Gilbert. Ashley had been appointed Coach of A Grade and decided that the captaincy would
rotate between Mike Conners and Gilbert. Fortune was then unkind to Gilbert who was
required to wear a plaster cast on his knee after a motor vehicle accident. Gladly or not, Ross
Finemore assumed the captaincy for the finals.
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Earlier in the year, Christmas came early for three of the U-19 side who were selected in the
Intervarsity team to Perth. Dick Marks, Dennis Loel and Alex Liddell enlisted under Gilbert’s
leadership for the tournament, travelling by air via Sydney across the country to Perth. In
Gilbert’s uncertain memories the underage (i.e. under 21 — the then legal drinking age) travellers
aged well by the time they arrived in Perth, even if they convinced the local gendermarie on
one occasion that they had mistaken some Sherry miniatures for an air-sickness cure.

Gilbert reported:

“The team had a wonderful time but lost the final to a strong Sydney team led by Peter Crittle and
a mostly First Grade side.”

Perhaps the most remarkable feature of the 1961 Intervarsity was the astonishing arrival of
the one of the Club’s legends, Leo G. Williams. Gil provides a graphic, detailed report of the
record beer drinking achievements of the young Leo and his success in winning the drinking
“Horn” at the Intervarsity. Gil points out that it was an anatomical anomaly that enabled Leo
to skoll (or scull) in such rapid fashion. (There are many of us who have experienced the odd
drink with Leo and who would suggest that Leo had no need of genetically derived physical
advantages when it was totally obvious that his indefatigable attitude and unmatchable
passion for the consumption of brewed beverages were quite sufficient to provide his distinct
advantage in any drinking company.

His record speaks for itself — two point six pints of beer in seven point nine seconds — set at the
Commemoration Day “Boat Races” in the old Treasury Hotel in 1960. The previous pretender,
Robert James Lee Hawke, (the same who was to become an Australian Prime Minister) when
a young scholar at Oxford, had claimed a world record for the same quantity in the snail‘s pace
time of eleven seconds. (The Club’s UK and Ireland tourists in 1983 have since maintained
that their team member, Tim Brusasco was a very worthy contender for world record sculling
and that his exploits could have been legendary given the guidance of a suitable Coach.)

The A Grade was defeated by the Bob Templeton coached GPS. The GPS team was led
by Garth Hughes, whose son Duncan played a major role at centre in University’s 1988
Premiership winning team. Tempo’s GPS team also included Owen Edwards, one of the two
Queenslanders selected for the Wallaby tour to South Africa and State rep Terry Carew.

Gilbert’s injury led him to coaching duties with the B Grade led by Jack Tully. The side actually
had reserves to warm the bench for their successful Grand Final attempt. Although Ross
Moynihan had graduated and retired as Secretary, his arrangements with his father meant that
the Committee still met at the Wickham on Sunday nights under the Chairmanship of Professor
Gordon Greenwood. Gilbert remembers that the Committee made three major decisions:

* The change of the Club jerseys to its current basic design, a major departure from
the old maroon with blue “vee”.

* The design and supply of the Club tie — it was very successful and an enduring item.

* The organisation of annual fund-raising functions — the first of which was a “cabaret”
style event, known as the Rugby Ruckus. (never let it be said that the Club was
anything but original in its nomenclature.)

In his contribution for this history, Gilbert recorded a comment that has been shared in the
recorded memories of many of his contemporaries:

“The friends made in those Rugby playing years were more significant than those from school days.”
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In evidence of this, Gilbert reports on the overseas involvement of many Club members
who travelled to London during the Sixties, and their subsequent attachment to London
House and the coordinating efforts of Norbert Byrne. Gil mentions Ross Finemore, Dennis
Franzmann, Michael Tweedy, (whose son, Sean also played for the Club in the 1988, 1989
and 1990 Premiership winning Grand Finals) and Dick Macfarlane among the UQ residents,
and the lifelong friends they made from South Africa and New Zealand.

1960

1960 was a good start to the decade for the Club. A Grade, coached by Norbert Byrne and
captained by Gilbert Shearer, won the Premiership, defeating Brothers in the Grand Final. The
Club won the Club Championship for the second year in a row. Fullback Dennis Franzmann
had a blinder in the Grand Final, where the team played the second half a man down.

The Courier-Mail Rugby reporter, Frank O’Callaghan acclaimed the fullback’s performance:

“But man of the match, Varsity fullback, Dennis Franzmann, who has never had pretensions to
Sullback greatness, fulfilled almost every requisite yesterday. His defence was never tested, but his
handling and kicking were faultless. Best of all he linked beautifully with his three-quarters. He
slammed the field goal through after fielding a loose clearing kick.” Frank also described the result
as “a sterling 11-6 win” for Uni.

A GRADE PREMIERS

A Grade - Premiers (Defeated Brothers 11-6 at Normanby Oval)

Back Row: V. Creagh, J. Hamilton, G. Struthers, H. Adcock, P Morris, E. Hebron, R.
Finemore, R. Finemore, R. Moynihan, K. Donald.

Second Row: G. Oblrich, ]. Condon, J. O'Neill, D. Loel, A. Becconsall, D. Bywater, A. Ryan,
K Larkin, G. Morris.

Front Row:  J. Nelson, E Bennett, J. McBride, G. Shearer (Capt), E. A. N. Byrne (Coach),
D. Conners (V. Capt), D. Franzmann, M. Alp.

Inset: D. Bedgood, E. Anning, 1. Lindenmayer.
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A Grade - Premiers and Horsley Trophy and Welsby Cup
Winners:

(1) D. Franzmann, (2) K. Donald, (3) H. Adcock, (4) G. Shearer (c),
(5) J. Hamilton, (6) E Bennett, (7) G. Oblrich, (8) D. Bedgood,
9) A. Ryan, (10) E. Anning, (11) D. C. Conners (vc), (12)
J. Condon, (13) M. Alp, (14) P Morris, (15) K Larkin,
(16) J. McBride, (17) G. Struthers, (18) E. Hebron,
(19) A Becconsall, (20) V. Creagh,
(21) L. McDermott, (22) ] O'Neill.
Coach: Norbert Byrne.

Reserve Grade St. Lucia - Runners-up

(defeated by Teachers 6-19):

(1) D. Loel, (2) R Gibson, (3) R Potter,
(4) W Adcock, (5) T  McCarthy,
(16) V. Creagh, (7) M. Bellero, (8) B. Kellaber,
(9) N. Haug, (10) G. Pippos, (11) E. Gurney,

(17) N. Morrison, (13) R Macfarlane,
University centre Scotchy McBride on the attack after (14) I. Beath, (15) G. Morris.

gathering co-centre Henry Adock’s pass

B Grade - Runners-up (defeated by Teachers):

(1) G. Dubs, 2) B. McCarthy, (3) M. Evans, (4) J. Dunsdon, (5) A. May, (6) S. Burns,
(7) G. Beams, (8) 1. Gaffney, (9) S. Fletcher, (10) B. Fabian, (11) E. Tolmie, (12) T Fenwick,
(13) L. Williams, (14) K. Pryor, (15) J. Tully (Capt). Reserves: P Cochrane, B. Thiele,
W. Schwartz, P Hopkins, R. Bruce and G.Samford.

Sydney Uni had a convincing 17-5
win over the Club in the annual
Varsity match played in Sydney.

-

Once again the Club supplied the
nucleus of the Queensland and
Brisbane teams. Bedgood captained
Queensland and was joined in the State
side by Henry Adcock, Kerry Larkin,
Mike Conners, Travis Lindenmayer,
Jon Hamilton, Ross Finemore, Mike
Alp, Greg Ohlrich, John O'Neill
and Gil Shearer. In both Australian
Universities matches against New
Zealand Universities, the Club had a

total of nine representatives.

To celebrate the Jubilee Year of the

Queensland v New South Wales - 1960 L £ 1 E I
Ross Finemore under protection at the back of the scrum ICqugersEy (1)1 Qll)l eer,lcsl and D Og}) al
At Exhibition Oval No 1 ub, the then [resident Dr Llem

Windsor welcomed New Zealand
Universities and encouraged them to produce a spectacle similar to their last visit to our State.
Of course, it was intended to honour and maintain the highest traditions of game of Rugby
with victory going to the better side.
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From the Souvenir Programme produced for this special occasion at the Exhibition
Grounds

QUEENSLAND UNIVERSITY VERSUS COMBINED N.Z. UNIVERSITIES
THURSDAY, MAY 26 1960 AT 8 PM.

Referee: Mr John Forbes

Queensland Touch Judges: Messfs. New Zealand

(s R. Burnett and a NZer Lled
1. D.Franzmann 1. D.Leary
2. J.Hamilton 2. C. Mitchell
3. H.Adcock 3. E.Diack
4.  G. Shearer 4. A Aston
5. K. Donald 5. A Clark
6. J.ONeill 6. N.Brown
7. R.Finemore 7. A Edgar
8. D.Bedgood 8.  B.Smither
9. A Becconsall 9. R. Graham (Capt)
10. D. Conners 10. P.Jennings
11.  E.Anning 11.  R. Hockley
12.  G. Struthers (Capt) 12. V. Nelson
13. M.Alp 13. G.Loveridge
14. P. Morris 14.  G. Linford
15. G. Morris 15. M. Allen
16. J.McBride 16. R.Rickys
17.  G. Ohlrich 17.  A.Coleman
18. D. May 18. M. Wolfe
19. D.Bywater 19. M. Taiaroa
20. J.Nelson 20. B. Nepia
21.  E.Hebron 21. N.Bracey
22. V. Creagh 22. J. Creighton

The 1960 Souvenir Programme recorded these player profiles of some prominent Queensland
University Players:

Denis Franzmann — age 21 6ft 13st7lbs. Fullback. Mt Carmel C.B.C. Charters Towers.
Sound handler, strong runner, improving kick either foot.

Ken Donald — age 23 5ft 7in 11.0. Wing. I.G.S. Wallaby Tour Britain 1957-58. Brilliant if
erratic goal kicker. Last year in all matches scored 23 tries. 32 penalties, 33 conversions for
record points total of 231 points. Nine Test matches.

Jon Hamilton — age 23 6ft 1 in. 13.1.Wing. Gatton College Qld 1959-60. Hardest tackler
in Club. Powerful runner. 15 tries last season.

Henry Adcock — age 21 5ft 11 in. 13.1. Out-centre QId 1960. Solid tackler. Correct passer,
first season regular A Grade.

Eric Hebron — age 19 5ft 10in. 11.10. In-centre TSS. Good hands and feet. Accurate kicker
of goals, first season regular A Grade.
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Gilbert Shearer — age 22 5ft 11 in. 12.4. % or Centre. CEGS. Selected for Qld 1958 and
1960 but prevented from appearing by injuries. Brilliant sidestep and sure hands. Tackling
improving.

John O’Neill — age 27 5ft 7%2 13.0 N.C. Represented Brisbane against NZ All Blacks in his
first A Grade season 1951 and scored 2 tries. 1952 Wallaby tour to NZ, played as a winger
in both Tests; fullback 1956 Test series versus South African Springboks; 1954 Australian
Universities tour of NZ and 1956 Australian Universities tour of Japan; the complete
footballer; 4 Test matches.

Ross Finemore — age 20 5ft 7 in 11.7 Halfback B.G.S. Qld 1960. Sturdy and throughful;
applies himself to the improvement of his game keenly and with good results.

Greg Ohlrich — age 19 5ft 9in 10.7. Halfback GT Qld 1960. His selection this year for Qld

from Reserve Grade was remarkable effort; fine passer of the ball and good pursuing defender.

Vince Creagh — age 20 5ft 10%2 12.12. Centre or % N.C. Erratic but brilliant; concentration
his biggest need.

Gavin Struthers — age 24 6ft 2 in 13.7. Breakaway or second row. Timaru Boys” High School;
a New Zealander with all the concentrated approach to the game that the name implies; a
first rate lineout jumper; representative South Canterbury Colts 1958.

David Bedgood - age 20 6ft 1 in 12.7. Backrow. CEGS Qld 1958-1960. The most brilliant
backrower in Australia; prodigious punt kicker and perfect positional and ball sense; Captain
of Queensland at the record age of 20; Reserve for Second Test versus 1959 Lions.

John Nelson — age 22 5ft 11 in 13.0. Breakaway GT; solid and fast, form improvement
towards its most dependable standard of last two seasons.

David Conners (Mike) — age 23 6ft 3 in 14.0. Second Row. CEGS QId 1959-60; tons of fire
and determination; beginning to use his height to good effect in the lineout.

Eric Anning — age 21 6ft 3 in 14.0. Second Row. CEGS QIld 1959. Slow to find form this
year but consolidating his game well.

Michael Alp — age 20 5ft 11 in. 15.10 Front Row CEGS Qld 1960. Big and powerful for his
age; most willing and should be increasing asset to Club for years.

Graham Morris —age 23. 5ft 9 in 13.4 Front Row. Tauranga College; another New Zealander;
hard worker in tight play; first regular A grade season.

Peter Morris — age 19 5ft 11 12.0 Hooker CEGS; very keen and improving all the time,
scores tries as result of correct positional play.

David Bywater — age 20 6ft 12 13.7 Front Row. CEGS. School contemporary of M. Alp and
P. Morris and like them young, keen and promising.
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THE 1960 SOUVENIR PROGRAMME RECORDS:
PATRON: SIR KENNETH B. FRASER
PRESIDENT: DR C. WINDSOR

VICE-PRESIDENT: PROFESSOR G. GREENWOOD

HON. SECRETARY: R. . MOYNIHAN

AU ST B PRINERNERS o ALAE YRR
FIRSE TESE

ALTUNDAY  AFTERNHMN, Sk MLy

3 pom. HON. TREASURER: ROB MEWITT

EXHIBITION GROUNDS

Prmgramims - (g Shilling

Two days later, 28th May 1960, again at the Exhibition Oval, the tourists lined up against
Australian Universities. The referee was Kevin Crowe.

Gilbert Shearer provided the following team:

Backs: R. Cowper, (He of later Test Cricket and Monaco fame,) S. Boyce, R. Perrett,
H. Adcock, K. Donald, M.Marsh and R. Finemore (vc).

Forwards: John O'Gorman (c), P Crittle, G. Stone, D. Conners, G. Chapman, G. Vaughan,
P Morris, M. Alp.

Res: J. O'Neill, D. May, G. Struthers, P Wakeford, J. McBride and G. Shearer.

Gil reports that the final score was NZU 23 d Aust Unis 8. At half time NZ Unis led 17-3.
Injuries to Boyce, Donald, Cowper and Adcock led to replacements by Gil Shearer, Doug
May, John McBride, and John O'Neill. The second match was held at North Sydney Oval on
Saturday 4th June. (See photo below).

BACW ROAY . A BT B MAY, O WALMELAN, BT B AL STWMAN
WiETRELE RERY, & MR, @ L WRONE B V. HECREY. i CIIAPEA, P CRITTLL O WHARFE
FIUTST BOPW . 58 RAARERL N PUVREET, | GUORBMAN (e W OISTEL W AP
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'NEW ZEALAND UNIVERSITIES
RUGBY UNION TOUR
o .

EXHIBITION GROUNDS, Brisbane

o

N.Z. UNIVERSITIES v. Q'LD. UNIVERSITY
THURSDAY NIGHT, 26th MAY

N.Z. UNIVERSITIES v. AUST. UNIVERSITIES (First Test)
SATURDAY 3 p.m., 28th MAY

S iy — b S TRT PP

The Queensland Junior Rugby Union was formed in 1960 and Dick Marks became the first
player who progressed through the initial Under 19 competition to represent Queensland
and Australia.

Dick was an outstanding all-round sportsman at Brisbane Grammar, where he captained
the Firsts in both Rugby and Cricket. After leaving school he joined the Club and was so
impressive he was picked to play for Australia at just nineteen years of age but withdrew
through food poisoning. Dick points out that Rugby in those days was very different from
today. The game was truly amateur and he played simply for the love of the sport and the
camaraderie. The focus was on the Club, rather than the State or National team. There was
a very social side to Rugby, with drinks after training at the Royal Exchange pub, or the City
View after games, and a wide range of social functions.

“Geoff Aaron had regular barbecues at his place, which were well attended, not just for the food
but because he had some rather attractive sisters. Training was not too strenuous and the Coach
Ashley Girle was a respected and popular figure. He had many colourful expressions, which
livened up training. For example: “How long have you been at the Sandy Robinson Dancing
School, Harpo — you tackle Brothers players, you don’ f........dance with them!” Ashley was,
nevertheless, a magnificent Coach who brought the best out in his players for University and then
for Queensland.”

1961

GPS upset Ross Finemore’s A Grade in the Grand Final 19-13. Playing at five-eighth, the
twenty-one year old halfback set a fine example to his team with his consistency and thoughtful
leadership. GPS was coached by Bob Templeton, who had been Captain-Coach the year
before; however, a neck injury forced him to retire — and he then became the longest-serving
State Coach in Queensland Rugby history — 23 seasons and 233 matches. Nevertheless, Uni
still won the Club Championship for the third year in succession and fielded five teams.
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A Grade - Runners-up 1961 (defeated by GPS 13-19):

(1) D. Franzmann, (2) J. Clark, (3) R. Potter, (4) G. Shearer, (5) L. McDermott, (6) R. Finemore
(0), (7) G. Oblrich, (8) A. Becconsall, (9) J. Condon, (10) J. Guerassimoff, (11) L. Williams, (12)
D. Bywater, (13) M. Alp, (14) R Morris, (15) A. McArthur. Reserves: (16) G. Armstrong, (17)
V. Creagh, (18) K. Donald, (19) K. Jennings. Coach: Ashley Girle.

Greg Ohlrich demonstrates his dive pass to Alan Becconsall against GPS at Normanby in Grand Final action
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Reserve Grade Nol - Runners-up (defeated by Gatton 6-16):

(1) S. Biggs, (2) T McCarthy, (3) K. Speedy, (4) E. Hebron, (5) R. Bruce, (6) R. Lethbridge,
(7) M. Bolero, (8) L. Boardman, (9) G. Pippos, (10) J. Grammar, (11) B. Brown,
(12) N. Morrison, (13) A. Ryan, (14) B. Crowther, (15) P Hopkins. Reserves: (16) D. Lambourne,
(17) J. Kastrissios. Coaches: Ted Turley and Ray Reynolds.

Reserve Grade No 2 - Semifinalists (defeated by Teachers 27.8.1961)

. Mage Row—1, McREERING. | POWNES, & MO¥NHAY | ULLY, I COCHRANE
“Mronts fow—T. CONDON, A, HILTON. t LLEDY. & pusser | “ATY. L WOOLCOCK. w.%
W e A o A ' : f TCEACH] B R0 Mal e 2
University B Grade - 1961 Premiers
Defeated Easts 13-5

(1) K Hoffman, (2) J. Wilson, (3) J. McBride, (4) J. Downes, (5) A. Russell,
(6) K. McSweeney, (7) P Cochrane, (8) R. Moynihan, (9) R Garske, (10) B. Fabian, (11) ]. Geraghty,
(12) G. Edmonds, (13) J. Tully, (14) J. McKeering, (15) K. Siddle. Reserves: (16) W. Schwarz,
(17) T. Condon, (18) 1. Olson, (19) J. Ready. Coach: Gilbert Shearer.

The U19 team coached by Trevor Manteit led the competition with Wests, but bowed

out in the Finals after supplying five members of the winning Queensland Colts team
(M. DeLoughery (c), R. Marks, C. Becconsall, R. Grant and W, Habner.)

(1) D.Loel, (c) (2) J.Wolfe, (3) A. Currie, (4) R. Marks, (5) J. Dunsdon, (6) I. McAuley,
(7) A. Liddell, (8) J. Grant, (9) C. Becconsall, (10) B. White, (11) T. Cruice, (12) B. Summerville,
(13) B. MacFarlane, (14) J. Enright, (15) M. DeLoughery (vc). Reserves: (16) W Habner,
(17) J. Gilmour, (18) E. Christie, (19) M. Blockey. Coach: Trevor Manteit.
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The pavilion (including new dressing rooms) at St Lucia was approved and expected to be
completed by February 1962. Mike Alp, Mike Conners, Ross Finemore, Denis Franzmann,
Peter Morris, Gil Shearer, winger Bob Potter, and the left winger with sizzling pace, Lloyd
McDermott, all played for Queensland.

Jack Tully, one of the B Grade stalwarts, managed the Intervarsity side to Perth and filed this
report:

“The 1961 Intervarsity was held in Perth during First term vacation, with Queensland sending
a contingent of 23 players. The trips to and fro in an assortment of TAA aircraft were enjoyable
and alcoholic, if a little expensive. Some people might feel that the business of the trip was to play
Jfootball and this was done with a will and successfully, but the victors cup for the whole carnival
eluded us and Sydney returned home unbeaten.

Convincing wins were scored over University of New England and Melbourne University but
Sydney defeated us by a few points to keep the Cup and the Trophy. Our players performed very
creditably, though their adeptness was diminished (or enhanced?) by liberal “dosages” before each
game. A notable exception was made for the game against Sydney — perhaps sobriety does not pay!

Willing play and good talking by our Captain, who was a Combined Varsities selection, gave us very
strong representation in the two sides chosen to play against WA State teams. Our representatives
included Denis Franzmann, Gil Shearer, Ross Finemore, Peter Hopkins, Dennis Daley, Dennis
Loel, Dick Marks, and Rob Lethbridge.

From a social point of view the trip was excellent. Though we did not impress our hosts as suave
lady killers (with the exception of Ross Finemore?) we graced all the social functions, made many
lasting friendships, particularly with our hosts, whose city and ideas are like our own. We drank
well but were defeated in the qualifying rounds for the Torrens Trophy.

The lasting memories of this trip serve to underline the fact that the Intervarsity Carnival is the
Sfeature of University football, and participation in the Carnival provides players with one of the
most valuable and pleasurable experiences of their playing lives."

The successful 1961 GPS A Grade Coach

Robert I. Templeton
(Later to become a successful Coach for University)
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1962

A horror year for Queensland, but a great one for the Club. Whilst NSW refused to play the
annual matches against Queensland after large successive victories, 29-0 and 45-0 in 1961,
Mike Alp’s team won the Premiership, defeating Souths in the Grand Final in extra time, and
the Club secured the Club Championship for the fourth year in a row.

In the Grand Final Souths led 9-6 just after halftime when Referee Bryan O’Callaghan
dismissed rival wings Lloyd McDermott and Ivor Thomas. It was 12-all at fulltime but Uni
went on to take the match 18-12. A 16 stone front-rower, Mike Alp was another young

Captain at just 22. The Club also took out the remaining Premierships: Reserve Grade
defeated Gatton College, Third Grade defeated Souths, and Under 19 defeated Brothers.

A Grade - Premiers 1962
A Grade - Premiers (defeated Souths 18-12):

(1) D. Franzmann, (2) J. Clark, (3) V. Creagh, (4) G. Dubs, (5) L. McDermott, (6) E Bennett
(Vice Capt), (7) 1. Keys, (8) B. Brown, (9) J. Guerassimoff, (10) P Joseph, (11) E. Anning,
(12) M. DeLoughery, (13) L. Williams, (14) G. Armstrong, (15) M. Alp (Capt). Reserves: J. Wolfe,
(17) C. Becconsall, (18) J. O’Neill, R. Marks, A. May, M. Maguire, K. Jennings. Coach: A. Girle.

Reserve Grade - Premiers, (defeated Gatton College):

(1) S. Biggs, (c) (2) R. Bielenberg, (3) K. Speedy, (4) E. Hebron, (5) J. O'Neill, (6) D. Cameron,
(7) P Cochrane, (8) M. McGuire, (9) A. May, (10) M. Blockey, (11) G. Edmonds, (12) K. Jennings,
(13) P Hopkins, (14) B. Crowther, (15) D. Bywater. Reserves: (16) B. Bauer, (17) B. Parnell,
(18) E Ascot, (19) B. Window. Coach: J. O’Neill.

University U19 - Premiers (defeated Brothers):

(1) Ken Michel, (2) Russell Spies, (3) R. Woodgate, (4) R. Holzgrefe, (5) Rob McNab, (6) RickTrivert,
(7) Geoff Aaron (Capt), (8) David Carter (Vice Capt), (9) David Dalpra, (10) John Wilkie,
(11) Brian Venz, (12) B. Cook, (13) John Hayes, (14) David Crombie, (15) Sandy Elliot.
Reserves: (16) R. Gardiner, (17) W. Foxley, (18) A. Galbraith. Coach: Ken Donald.

1960 -1969 :139



IT’S MORE THAN A GAME...

Third Grade was prevented from contesting the Semifinals in controversial circumstances
which saw Teachers win the Premiership. In the QRU programme Club Notes, the written
view deplored the injustice of the decision, though it qualified the matter by commenting on
the need to amend the rules of the competition with respect to eligibility.

It took the opportunity to thank the following members whose performances counted: Terry
McSweeney as Captain, Brian White and John Geraghty, Errol McGuire, John Tully, John
Delahunty and “Puddles” Holmes.

Winger Lloyd McDermott became the first Aborigine to represent Australia. Lloyd came to
the Club from Thangool via C.E.G.S., arriving at St Lucia in 1958. He earned two Wallaby

caps before he was enticed to League in 1963.

Queensland v The All Blacks - Exhibition Ground
Des Connor with the ball and Uni’s Lloyd McDermott with Frank Bennett

Queensland did cause the All Blacks to struggle to a 15-5 win at
the Exhibition Grounds. The match was notable for the debut of
both Dick Marks and pocket dynamite flanker Jules Guerrassimoff.
Dick produced a sidestepping try that was converted by Jules.
Frank Bennett also made his State debut in 1962. Dick Marks
was then to become the first Queensland Junior to represent his
State and Australia.

Although the ABC had covered earlier Rugby matches at Normanby
and the Exhibition Ground, the 1962 Grand Final made history as
Queensland’s first televised sporting fixture by a commercial channel.
Channel Nine was then the only independent television station in
Brisbane, and this match was its first outside broadcast. The match was refereed by Bryan
O’Callaghan with upcoming Referees Bob Burnett and Kevin Crowe as touch judges. The
commentator was Hugh Cornish, who later became the Brisbane Station’s General Manager.

1962 Varsity Match 1.5.1962:

(1) D. Franzmann, (2) J. Clark, (3) D. Mossman, (4) R. Marks, (5) L. McDermott, (6) E Bennett
(vo), (7) D. Lambourne, (8) A. Becconsall, (9) J. Guerassimoff; (10) C. Becconsall, (11) L. Few,
(12) R Joseph, (13) L. Williams, (14) G. Armstrong, (15) M. Alp (c). Reserves: (16) D. Campbell,
(17) K. Donald, (18) G. Dubs, (19) G. Edmonds, (20) V. Creagh, (21) D. Bywater.
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1963

There was an upset when Teachers won the Premiership in its first year of A Grade. Inspired
by livewire halfback Laurie Lawrence (the future swimming Coach) and State forward Jim
Lucey, Teachers played running Rugby to defeat A Grade 28-9 to take their first A Grade title.
In the Major Semi-final a fortnight before, Teachers, having secured the Minor Premiership
then stole a 16-15 victory after A Grade had led 15-0 after 30 minutes. There was no doubt
about the Grand Final: Teachers scored six tries to one. Long serving and much respected
Teachers stalwarts Hugh Courtney and Toby Franklin must have been overjoyed.

A Grade - Runners-up (defeated by Teachers 9-28):

(1) G. Dubs, (2) R. Potter, (3) V. Creagh, (4) D. Mossman, (5) D. Crombie, (6) R. Trivett,
(7) G. Hiley, (8) M. Maguire, (9) C. Becconsall, (10) Alf May, (11) E. Anning, (12) P Joseph,
(13) L. Williams, (14) G. Armstrong, (15) M. Alp (Capt). Reserves: G. Aaron, J. Dunsdon,
R. McNab, R. Higgins, I. Keys, 1. Collins, E Ascot, S. Elliott.

David Crombie played out of position on the wing in the Preliminary Final and scored a try,
and then played again on the wing in the Grand Final. The QRU match programme referred to
the team’s “depleted backline” and noted that it was “so depleted that the inexperienced forward
Crombie played on the wing.” (Evidently, Ashley wouldn't go without a reliable goal kicker.)

Reserve Grade - Preliminary Finalists (defeated by Gatton College 3-18):

(1) K Michel, (2) A. Galbraith, (3) D. Graham, (4) C. Craven, (5) B. Moore, (6) J. O’Neill,
(7) A. Bryce (vc), (8) D. Carter (c), (9) R Foxlee, (10) D. Dalpra, (11) R. Gardiner,
(12) R. Higgins, (13) J. Hayes, (14) W. Sexton, (15) R. Elliotz.

The Club was growing, fielded six teams this season and reached five Grand Finals, but won

only the Under 19s, defeating Wests.

U19 Premiers - (defeated Wests-Toowong): Uni 16 (/. Hulbert 2, 1. Powell, D. Sexton tries.
M. Horan 2 conv) Wests-Toowong 6:

(1) M. McNee, (2) ]. Hulbert, (3) 1. Bennett, (4) G. Williams, (5) R. Cooke, (6) M. Horan (c),
(7) B. Holmshaw, (8) T. Powell, (9) D. Sexton, (10) M. Hughes, (11) R. Reiser, (12) W, Rawlings,
(13) J. Marshall, (14) P Marshall, (15) B. Brown. Reserves: B. Minchenton, I. Robertson,
1. O’Hanlon, D. Fidey, R. Ure, N. Luddy. Coach: David Titshall.

The Wallabies to South Africa - 1963
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Dick Marks, John Wolfe, and Jules Guerassimoff won places on the Wallaby tour to South
Africa. While the Wallabies were away, NSW won the mid-week clash at Normanby 21-9
and Queensland came back to draw 14-all on the weekend. In the Queensland team were Leo
Williams, Eric Anning, Mick Maguire, and Rick Trivett, with Peter Vincent in the Reserves.
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Queensland ~ won  the
first National U19
Championship, the John
Parry Trophy, held in
Adelaide from August 6-10,
defeating Victoria, Western
Australian  and  South
Australia. University was
represented by Mike Horan
(Capt) Terry Powell, Merv
McNee, Bruce Brown, and
Ross Reiser.

In this team photograph
Mike Horan has his feet
firmly on the ground. (at
bottom left)

The aspirants on the right
hand side of the second,
third and fourth steps next
to the TAA Flight 512 sign
are Merv McNee, Bruce
Brown, and Terry Powell.
David Taylor had not yet
begun to play for the Club,

and was selected from Queensland U-19 National Champions
Toowoomba.
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A new era began in Queensland Rugby when the QRU Club opened its doors. “Players
and supporters wanted a place to get together to drink and talk Rugby,” said Vince Creagh,
a Foundation Member and later President of the Club. Although it was nothing flash, the
Charlotte St Club became a mecca for city workers and all Brisbane Rugby players and
supporters. Eric Anning was co-opted as Honorary Treasurer and Norbert Byrne was on the
first Committee.  Former Referee, John Forbes was the first Secretary of the Rugby Club.
Writing in “The Australian Rugby Almanac 1964”, he said:

“The opening of the Club was simply a revolution in Queensland Rugby. Instead of meeting
once a week for six months, Brisbane Rugby men now meet six days a week all year round.”

1964

A memorable year for Dick Marks, and one of the best ever for the Club.
The Wallaby centre led A Grade in avenging its 1963 defeat by Teachers,
winning the Premiership by taking out the Grand Final 29-9. Flying
winger John Hulbert scored three tries. The Club won yet another Club

Championship, making six in a row. Remarkably, this was Dick’s only A
Grade Premiership at the Club.

A Grade - 1964 Premiers

A Grade - Premiers (defeated Teachers 29-9):

(1) R Manning, (2) J. Hulbert, (3) R. Marks, (Capt) (4) G. Dubs, (5) D. Alexander,
(6) R. Trivert, (7) N. Mayne, (8) M. Maguire, (9) A. May, (10) J. Guerassimoff, (11) E. Anning,
(12) M. Deloughery, (13) L. Williams, (14) D. Crombie, (15) M. Alp. Reserves: (16) R. Elliott,
(17) E Ascot, (18) P Joseph, (19) P Vincent, (20) B. O'Hara, (21) G. Williams. Coach: A. Girle.
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Jules Guerassimoft, Dick Marks and Rick Trivett toured with the Wallabies to New Zealand.
Mike Alp, Dick Marks, Eric Anning, Rick Trivett, Peter Vincent and Leo Williams all played
for Queensland. Eight Club players — Alan Becconsall, Geoff Aaron, Eric Anning, Charlie
Elliott, Peter Vincent, Rick Trivett, Dave Crombie and John Wolfe — all toured New Zealand
with the Australian Universities team. Bob Templetons Queensland team began to make
its presence felt, beating NZ Colts 30-12, and then inflicting the first defeat on NSW since
1958, 14-9.

The Birth of the All Stars

At this time there was so much depth in the Club that once again a second Reserve Grade
team was formed. The younger team, coached by Norbert Byrne, mostly came from the
Under 19s of the year before and became known as the University U-21 team. The older
team, coached by Dr John O’Neill, was called the Senior Reserves. The teams played against
each other in the Reserve Grade competition, but the older chaps didn’t make the semis.
Some came over, including John O’Neill, to bolster the younger ranks.

Reserve Grade - Runners-up (defeated by Teachers 15-19):

(1) M. McNee, (2) 1. Biggs, (3) R. Woodgate, (4) G. Williams, (5) G. Aaron (Capt), (6) J. O’Neill,
(7) A. Lethbridge, (8) D. Carter, (9) 1. Powell, (10) D. Dalpra, (11) D. Sexton, (12) R. Reiser,
(13) I Robertson, (14) G. Ford, (15) B. Brown. Reserves: (16) 1. Carlisle, (17) P Stevenson,
(18) 1. Bagust, (19) T. Bennett. Coach: Norbert Byrne.

Over the next eight years, the “All Stars”, as they became known, developed an amazingly
successful record. After being runners-up in 1964, they won seven Premierships in succession.
In the halcyon years, 1965-68, 89 games were played and only four lost.
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In the only Grand Final that was lost, Tom Biggs was injured (no replacements were allowed
in the second half in those days) and Bruce Brown was sent off. So the team struggled
manfully with only 13 players but finally capitulated to Teachers 19-15.

Bruce Brown lingered in Reserves for a few games next season but was eventually “dropped”
to A Grade, never to appear in the “All Stars” again.

In 1965 the All Stars lost only one game and defeated GPS in the Grand Final 34-3. In 1966
they were undefeated, albeit after some anxious moments against John “Rugby” Ryan’s Wests,
and got home by 12-9.

There was no doubt that Johnny O’Neill was the driving force behind the team’s success.
One of the wonderful characters of University Rugby, “Rumble” was a truly great player who
had represented Australia at the age of only 18. He could play anywhere in the backline, and
did so with the “All Stars” when the spirit moved him. It was a high tackle by a Teachers
player on “Rumble” that sparked an all-in brawl and led to Bruce Brown’s send-off in the 64
Grand Final.

In subsequent years, “Rumble” would turn up to games with his football gear on under long
pants and a bulky sweater, boots in his medicine bag. If a player was late arriving or showed
any signs of discomfort in the warmup, “Rumble” was like Clark Kent, changed and ready
to perform superhuman deeds. The team also developed an unprecedented lineup of skilful
utility backs and a confidence that bordered on arrogance.

This attitude was reflected in various ways. In the 1966 Grand Final Geoff Aaron took a
mark — perhaps nothing unusual — but he had dislocated his right shoulder and the mark
was taken, one-armed, with his left arm. Mike White, a prop in the late 60s, returned from
Adelaide on his wedding day and played in the Grand Final the next day. Bruce Brown was
selected to play for Australia on a tour to Fiji straight from Reserve Grade. And finally, a
famous “Rumble” pep-talk during a warmup in 1966:

“Come on fellas. Don’t take these blokes lightly, remember they nearly beat us last ....er, er...”
“In 1964!” A voice pipes up from the back.

Even after “Rumble” retired from coaching, the spirit of the “All Stars” continued, as did their
success. Chilla Wilson and Pat Moroney maintained the traditions of the team and, with a
strong Reserve Grade, the Club always had a strong A Grade. At times there were some who
felt that the team became such a clique that it was as much an honour to play Seconds as
it was to play Firsts. The fact that the Seconds almost always won had a bit to do with this
attitude, which was certainly fostered by the mischievous “Rumble.”

So, were the “All Stars” heroes or villains? A former “All Star” player, Roger Cooke reflects:

“My lasting impressions are not restricted to the Rugby pitch or the social indiscretions of Bruce
Brown or Sir Basil” (Bruce Kennedy), but stem from the strength that was afforded to the Club by
such a steadfast Reserve Grade side and the nucleus of Club stalwarts who played in that side.

It was not until I became involved in coaching elsewhere that I realised the importance of a rock
solid Reserve Grade side and “backbones” like Mac Lethbridge and Terry Powell. Mac and Terry
could easily have played First Grade but served the Club better by giving all round strength to the
Reserves.  They could play anywhere on the field (except perhaps front row) and still played
blinders.
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The Godfather of the ‘All Stars” was John O'Neill. His calm temperament, good sportsmanship and
sense of responsibility created a team whose tradition meant that every player could be relied upon in
a crisis. It was this attitude that created a mile-thick defence. It was defence more than anything that
gave the “All Stars” their winning margins. Good luck to the Club in the future — you will be well
served if you continue to foster that spirit and consistency that was engendered in the “All Stars.”

The Australian Universities Touring Team to New Zealand - 1964

This team included eight Club players:

Back Row: Rick Trivett, David Crombie and Geoff Aaron.
Middle row:  Peter Vincent, John Wolfe and R. “Charlie” Elliot.
Seated: Eric T. Anning and Alan Becconsall.

The team included current Wallabies Perer Crittle (c) and John Wolfe. Rick Triver,
Rupert Rosenblum, and Tony Abrahams would go on to become Wallabies.

The Under 19 Grand Final was a tight encounter: Brothers 9 d University 8. The Club’s
Queensland U19 representatives were R. Teitzel, W, Fisher, R. Crosby, 1. Graham, and
D. Palmer.
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1965

Jules Guerassimoff captained A Grade to win the Premiership in a gritty display against GPS
(which led 15-3 at halftime). A second half comeback ensued. At fulltime GPS led 15-14, but
halfback Peter McBarron was penalised by referee Bob Burnett and Dave Crombie nervelessly
kicked the winning goal, the final score 17-15. Crombie kicked like the famous All Black, Don
Clarke, standing the ball straight up on its end, striking it with the toe of his boot. Scorers:
R. Trivett 3 tries, D. Crombie 2 penalties, 1 conversion.

Back Row: P C. Joseph, M. J. ]. Deloughery, M. Alp, L. G. Williams, R. Ellior,
G. J. Williams, L. G. McNicholl.

Second Row: R. A. Cooke, A. May, R. K. Trivert, ]. K. Wolfe, D. Taylor, J. McL. Hulberr,
D. T Alexander, R. T' Biggs, B. R. Brown, W. T. Powell, A. M. Lethbridge.

Front Row:  D. C. Crombie, R. C. S. Manning, R. J. R Marks (Capt), E. A. N. Byrne,
(Coach), J. Guerassimoff (V-Capt), E L. Bennett, N. C. Mayne.

Insets: Left- E. T Anning, Right- P Vincent.

A Grade - Premiers (defeated GPS 17-15):

(1) R Manning, (2) L. McNicholl, (3) G. Williams, (4) F Bennett, (5) J. Wolfe, (6) R. Trivett,
(7) N. Mayne, (8) R Teitzel, (9) J. Guerassimoff (Capt), (10) 1. Powell, (11) E. Anning,
(12) M. Deloughery, (13) M. Alp, (14) D. Crombie, (15) B. Brown. Reserve: (16) R. Elliott.
Coach: Norbert Byrne.

The Club again won the Doughty Shield, securing its seventh successive Club Championship.
In addition to the Hospitals Cup, the Welsby Cup and Horsley Trophy were also secured.
Reserve Grade won the Chappie Schulte Memorial Trophy plus both the T. L. Jones Memorial
Shield and the E C. Lea Memorial Cup. Intervarsity was held in Hobart.
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Reserve Grade - 1965 Premiers

Reserve Grade - Premiers 1965 (defeated GPS):

(1) D. Palmer, (2) 1. Biggs, (3) G. Aaron, (4) R. Woodgate, (5) R. Cooke, (6) J. O’Neill,
(7) A. Lethbridge, (8) D. Carter (Capt), (9) P Joseph, (10) W, Sexton, (11) L. Robertson,
(12) J. A. Chalmers, (13) W. Steer, (14) B. Ward, (15) J. Scorer. Reserves: (16) A. May,
(17) G. Shearer. Coach: John O’Neill.
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Uni 3rd and 4th Grade - 1965
Third Grade - Runners-up (defeated by Brothers):

(1) M. McNee, (2) T Oh, (3) B. Palethorpe, (4) J. Geddes, (5) G. Lusk, (6) V. Creagh (Capt),
(7) T Bagust, (8) I Keys (Vice-Capt), (9) A. Grieve, (10) V. Davies, (11) J. Geraghty,
(12) D. Whittle, (13) J. Walthall, (14) D. Thomas, (15) A. Andronicus.

Reserves: (16) D. Graham, (17) W. Hodgson. Coach: Vince Creagh.
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The Fourth Grade was coached and captained by Peter Cochrane and played in the Third
Grade competition, finishing sixth.

On Saturday 22nd May, Normanby hosted six U19 teams. At 3.15pm Brothers, with future
representatives David Dunworth and Errol Allen played Teachers (Kelvin Grove) including
Greg Dux. At 2pm Wests-Toowong with Stan Pilecki and Lew Draper played Teachers
(Kedron Park) with G. Allen as Captain. At 12.45pm GPS with David Park, John Beard
and W. James on the bench, played the Uni team coached by Ken Donald, assisted by Jules
Guerassimoff.

The Queensland Rugby News listed the following University players:

G. Baines, C. Crosby, K. Speedy, Max Gaylard, B. McIntyre, M. Cameron, B. Waters, B. Fisher,
G. Handyside, J. Ryan, I. Robertson, S. Gregory, J. Ganim, K. Archer and M. Marrinussi.

Jim Creagh, who, while in his last school year was drafted by Norbert Byrne into the U-19
team to play the knockout Semifinal against Brothers recalls:

“Uni was the best team in the competition and had beaten Wests- Toowong (the ultimate Premiers)
the previous week quite handsomely; however, they had four players from the country who returned
home for the vacation, leaving them very short.” Jim joined Geoff Daly, Captain of his school
First XV, against the Brothers team that included David Dunworth, Keiran McCormack,
Barry Honan and Errol Allen. Brothers narrowly won the Semi but lost the Grand Final to
Wests-Toowong. During the season the Club had supplied eight players to the State U-19
side.

Emerging stars for the season were tough prop Bruce Brown and springheeled lock Ross
Teitzel, who both won places on Queensland’s tour to Fiji.

Brown, the current and long serving Club President, coached the Reserve Grade in 1976
(Premiers) and 1977 (lost the Preliminary Final to Gold Coast), graduating to coaching A
Grade in 1978, but losing to Brothers in the Grand Final. He was successful with the famous
1979 team - Premiers after 200 minutes of Grand Final Rugby against Brothers. He has
become one of the Club’s most illustrious members. Brown recalls:

“l was at BBC and came down to watch a game with Stuart Gregory. A bloke walked up and
asked us if we would like a run with University — turned out he was a Selector — and we said
we would. We started out in Reserve Grade with Dave Titshall as our Coach — his favourite
expression was “Kick the bejeesus out of them.” The Club was terrific in those days and you felt a
great loyalty — if you played for Queensland on Saturday, or even Australia, you would still turn
out for University on Sunday — sometimes the other way around. Everything’s changed now with
professionalism. They train three nights a week from October till September, with beep tests, ice
baths and banana sandwiches. Gee, their warm-ups would have worn me out!”

In 1965, Australia beat South Africa in the Second Test at Lang Park 12-8 to clinch Australia’s
first series win over the Springboks, having won the First Test in Sydney 18-11. In the Sydney
Test Dick Marks was outstanding. Between Tests, in the only recognised international
match ever played at the Normanby ground, the Boks thumped Queensland 50-5. It was a
humiliating defeat, but at least it gave the chance for some new members to play at the top
level, among them fullback Peter Vincent, (the son of the famous Fitz) No 8 David Taylor,

and halfback Norm Mayne. Norm’s superb pass and his all round display won him a place on
the bench for the Second Test.
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Norm recalls:

“University in those days was way ahead of its time. [ started out with Wests but I got tired of
waiting for blokes to show up at training. They were always short of players and would comb
the pubs on Friday night trying to recruit. So I went down to Uni and found it much more
professional. There were a lot of players and the coaching was first class — Ashley Girle in A Grade,
“Rumble” O’Neill and Norbert Byrne with the Reserves, and Patr Moroney with the Thirds. No
wonder we won so many Club Championships.”

Another feature of the ’65 season was the visit by the Californian Golden Bears who achieved
two draws, the first against the full State side, and the second against the Club.

A Grade Premiers - 1965
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Grand Final Report - 1965

1965 Grand Final Celebrations
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John O’Neill Reserve Grade v GPS at Finsbury Park - 1965
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Hobart Intervarsity Team - 1965
Sandy Elliott, Dave Crombie, John Geddes, Bill Steer, Roger Woodgate, Tom Biggs, Russell Manning,
Mac Lethbridge, Hostess (unknown observer), Greg Williams, Don Palmer, lan Robertson, Lee McNicholl,
Murray Cameron, John Walthall, Bill Sexton, Merv McNee, Dave Carter, Max Gaylard.

Bill Sexton (black beret), Terry Powell, Lee McNicholl (green beret), lan Robertson (red beret),
Tom Biggs (background), Dave Carter.
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1966

The British Lions toured and Rick Trivett won selection in the centres in both Tests. Dick
Marks had badly dislocated his shoulder and was ruled out. In fact Dick’s shoulder never
really healed, forcing him to tackle with the other shoulder for the rest of his career. Despite
this, he won back his place for the tour of Britain later that season, touring with fellow Club
members Jules Guerassimoff, Ross Teitzel, and David Taylor.

In the midweek Lions clash with Queensland, the Club’s big winger Roger Cooke made his
debut. Queensland tried to run the good ball delivered by its pack using Ross Teitzel as its
cornerstone; but the Lions were too good, winning well, 26-3. The Club’s other form winger,
John Hulbert and alternate flyhalf Steve McCready also made their debuts for Queensland
during the season.

The last competition match at the Normanby ground was to be the A Grade Grand Final
against Brothers. Previous meetings during the season indicated that the Club may have had
an edge over Brothers with convincing wins in the second and third rounds, following an
upset loss in the first round encounter. A Grade, without its four Wallaby tourists and an
injured Rick Trivett, scored a one-sided win in the Major Semifinal by 22-3. In the previous
three Grand Finals Trivett’s masterly displays were inspirational, and it was obvious that his
experience would be missed.

For Grand Final day Brothers welcomed back their Captain, Dallas O’Neill and star halfback,
Mick Barry and proved a changed side, dominating proceedings and won 36-9. For veteran
fifteen stone plus prop, Mike Alp, playing his ninth consecutive A Grade Grand Final (believed
to have been a Queensland and Australian record at the time), it may have been his most
disappointing Final. Scorers: Tries to C. Woodward, R. Cooke and R. Woodgate
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Suxmnd Row—5 Mavnd, & May. M. Maguies, B Brown, B, Masabig, oislgats
Fromi Now—E Jeaalags, | Hulbert, B Slarks (Cape), N. Byrne (Coach), I Teivett, © Woodwand, 0. Coombia
Absent—], Guersssimedl, i Teitel, | Bennen, | Walls

First Grade - Runners Up 1966
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Underlining the different attitudes between Australia’s senior provinces it was noted that,
rather than risk injuries both Brothers and the Club rested their selected Wallaby tourists
from the Grand Final; however, the Sydney and Melbourne tourists all played for their Clubs
in their competition Finals, while Randwick played all seven of its tourists in the Sydney

Grand Final.
A Grade - Runners-up (Vince Nicholls Memorial Shield, defeated by Brothers 9-306):

(1) R Manning, (2) J. Wolfe, (3) . Hulbert, (4) C. Woodward, (5) R. Cooke, (6) E Bennett,
(7) N. Mayne, (8) M. Maguire (Capt), (9) A. May, (10) R. Woodgate, (11) S. Gregory,
(12) K. Jennings, (13) B. Brown, (14) D. Crombie, (15) M. Alp. Coach: Norbert Byrne.

: . W T Geddm, W. Stesr, A May, 5 Gregory
 Mikdle Row—B. | Waters, B Ward, |. Jekyll W. | Seston, B T. Figes, B W W
F

R e Ml bt o (o), . M- Aseon [Viee-Captaiod:

3 i
Back Row—M, D. McNew, W, T Powell, |

Reserve Grade - Premiers1966

Reserve Grade - Premiers (defeated Wests):

(1) D. Palmer, (2) M. McNee, (3) G. Aaron, (4) M. Lethbridge, (5) W. Lovegrove, (6) J. Geddes,
(7) B. Waters, (8) D. Twomey, (9) W. Sexton, (10) 1. Powell, (11) D. Sexton, (12) 1. Robertson
(Capt), (13) L. Chalmers, (14) B. Ward, (15) W. Steer, (16) J. O’Neill. Coach: John O’Neill.

The Reserves made a clean sweep of the trophies, as did the Thirds, who secured the
Premiership Chas. Whatmore Sports Centre Trophy, the Max Wyllie Memorial Shield, and
the H. E Edwards Cup.
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Reserve Grade: L-R Merv McNee, Fritz Geddes, Tubby Jekyll, Wests’ Lew Draper,
and John Ryan being lifted by Tony Steele

Third Grade — Premiers 1966

Back Row: . Tully, John Walthall, J. Evans, Phil Eadie, David Wippell, Giles Earnshauw.

Front Row: Gavin Gidley-Baird, Bill Sommerville, Tony Grieve, Bruce Kennedy (c),
Vince Creagh, Jim Barry, Murray Cameron.

Absent: Pat Moroney (Coach), Lyn Davies, R Handyside, Dave Thomas and C McKenzie.

Third Grade - Premiers (defeated Teachers):

(1) W Sommerville, (2) J. Evans, (3) J. Barry, (4) V. Creagh, (5) L. Davies, (6) M. Cameron,
(7) G. Earnshaw, (8) C. McKenzie, (9) R. Handyside, (10) A. Grieve, (11) G. Gidley-Baird,
(12) J. Walthall, (13) J. Tully, (14) B. Kennedy (Capt), (15) D. Thomas. Coach: Par Moroney.
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U19 - Undefeated Premiers 1966
Under 19 - Undefeated Premiers (defeated Wests-Toowong 33-14):

(1) J. Creagh, (2) M. Allen, (3) W. Derrick, (4) B. McIntyre, (5) J. Valery, (6) L. Johnson,
(7) I Marshall, (8) R Morgan, (9) D. Schmiede, (10) W. Heatley, (11) K. White,
(12) R Lockhart, (13) K. Bell, (14) C. Corse, (15) D. Farquhar. Coach: Cyril Connell.

The Interfaculty Final saw a Dentistry XV outgun the Veterinary Science XV 9-3. Mick
Maguire was a self professed country boy who came down to St Leo’s College and played No
8 with the Club in the Sixties; he recalls:

“I had a fairly meteoric rise I suppose. I was playing for Queensland Under 21 in my first year and
Jfor Queensland the next. I was lucky to be selected to tour New Zealand in 1963, the first time the
State team had gone overseas. 1 played for The Rest against the 1963 Wallabies who had just shared a
series with South Africa, and we got a fair thrashing. But my first love was playing for University.”

During the season the Club supplied eleven State representatives:

David Crombie, Roger Cooke, Jules Guerassimoff; Jack Hulbert, Mick Maguire, Russell Manning,
Richard (Dick) Marks, Norm Mayne, David Taylor, Ross Teitzel and Rick Trivett.

David Crombie first attended the University of Queensland in 1962.
He became a resident at Emmanuel College where his peers urged him
to join the Club. His first Coach in the U-19 team was Ken Donald and
the Captain of the team was David Carter. His team-mates included
David Dalpra, Sandy Elliiott, Richard Trivett and Johnny Wilkie, who
had all gained reputations as schoolboy players. David saw his first year
at the Club as a great opportunity to enjoy his Rugby after spending his
last schoolboy season with a broken arm. Ken Donald was enthusiastic,
encouraged his young charges to enjoy their Rugby, and helped David
develop his goal kicking skills.
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The side won the Premiership defeating a Brothers side which included Bobby Honan. Uni
was captained by future Club stalwart Bill Sexton. Dave played with the Club until 1969
and after retirement in 1970 coached the U-19 side to a Premiership over GPS. In between
his successful involvement with the U-19 teams in 1962 and 1970 David played in seven
consecutive Grand Finals, winning four flags. (He doesn’t mention it but in two of those wins
his successful pressure penalty goals dramatically sealed the victories.)

David became known as ‘Jock’. He maintains that with Club footy on weekends, following
some torrid College games on Saturday mornings and the Interfaculty matches on Wednesdays,
and then team runs on Tuesdays and Thursday nights, he maintained his fitness by playing.
Additionally there was Intervarsity, some short tours, and some representative football.

The fields at the University were good but crowded; however the facilities weren't great and
the running track around the then Number 3 Oval posed problems for the Club and athletes
alike, the latter whose vain calls of “track” were typically “forlorn.”

David remembers the night time river boat trips as a regular, if disastrous part of the social life
of the undergraduate and Club member. Someone always fell overboard and the Club ended
up being banned. Jock’s own twenty-first was used as a guise for another unsuccessful Club
trip and resulted in him being banned as well.

David recalls the value of the Colleges in supplying Fourth Grade extras — there were some
surprising stars including unknown North Queensland Leaguies and Kiwi Vet students whose
performances were often valuable on bleary Sunday mornings.

Jock’s memory of Rumble rates with the best — there are few who have suffered torn rib
cartilages but even fewer whose fitness tests have been conducted by Rumble — no doubt even
fewer who survived the quick punch to the ribs, followed by the concerned enquiry:

“Did that hurt? .. Itll happen in a game!”

David attests to the financial stability of the Club — at one AGM it was revealed that the total
of Club funds was three pounds (six dollars today) — a successful resolution saw those funds
expended on Lottery tickets where any winning proceeds would be put towards a Club tour.
Naturally the Club began the ensuing season with zero funds.

The competition used Normanby, other Council grounds, and the University fields — normally
devoid of grass. In one year the Normanby Oval was spread with industrial rubber dust —
presumably to soften the surface. David recalls that the change facilities at Normanby were
primitive wooden buildings with cold showers.

Today’s players may find it hard to believe the standard of the footballs used and the huge
variation in their condition.

From David:

“The balls we played with were different every weck. State games were played with new leather
balls that were hard and slippery and difficult to kick. These same balls then filtered through the
Grade games and became increasingly worn and mis-shapen. They were variable also in their levels
of inflation, which added to the challenge in kicking and passing, and in the wer they became
slippery, heavy, and impossible to handle. They were very different from the synthetic balls of roday

which have total consistency in pressure, shape and size, plus surface studs to aid in handling.”

Jock recalls that in his first game against Army he was comfortable with the strong A Grade
pack including Leo Williams, Mike Alp, Jules Guerassimofl, Peter Joseph, Mick Deloughery
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and Mick Maguire — “but they weren’t able to stop the Army supporters throwing bottle tops at the
young Uni goalkicker at the top of his mark.”

David recalls his Coach Ashley Girle, who”confused the opposition (and me) by picking me
in the Final and Grand Final - not in my accustomed position of hooker, but on the wing
where I had never been (except by accident.)”

Two memorable representative games he played at Normanby include the win over the Junior
All Blacks and the Queensland loss to the Springboks — the only International touring side to
play there. He hasn’t forgotten Jules’s very Russian kiss after kicking a penalty to win the 1965
Grand Final. Dave remembers Eric Anning’s first match as Captain against Brothers when he
took a quick tap after the game was won. Eric charged forward but was knocked out by his
own momentum. On another occasion Dick Marks, sensing some relaxation and inattention
among the opposition, attempted to “steal” a quick try from a ball David had placed to
kick for goal — his efforts were not appreciated by Referee Bob Burnett, who proceeded to
admonish Dick on his lack of knowledge of the Laws of the Game. Not many years were to
pass before Dick became one of the architects of the Laws, assisting the International Rugby
Board and developing Coaching Manuals for the Australian Rugby Union.

David remembers Bruce Brown as a first time skipper of Reserve Grade advising the Referee
that his team would run with the wind. The Referee replied that it still remained customary
to toss first.

In recording his contribution for this history Jock included what he termed “Uni’s disaster
of 1966.” He suggests that the season reflected a time of the changing of the guards,
when both Uni and Brothers were rebuilding. He states:

“We had an excellent team dinner the night before...in preparation for the Grand Final, and
history records that we were flogged 36-9 by a committed Brothers unit on the day.”

His experience as an old stager then shows through:

“Grand Finals are special - they are different games never to be taken for granted. It is a long
summer after losing a GE”

Of course, with four pelts on his belt plus a 100% coaching record, Jock has had at least five
Summers where there’s been little discontent.

In any case, in the Summer of 1966/67 he had little time for that because he was one of the
band of volunteers who spent their time planting the grass on the new fields at Ballymore.

Jock had successfully negotiated the University Degree system and recalls that they were very
good days and “a time when lifelong friendships were formed not only within the Club, but
also with our Rugby opponents with whom we always had a drink after the game.”

He further remarked that Club players frequently moved on after four or five years with
the Club. It was common in the sixties at the age of twenty-five to be working fulltime and
married with children — an usual demographic these days.”

He continued with the following, giving some idea of how strong A Grade could be in those
times:

“The mid sixties saw the emergemnce of a new batch of champions — Jules, Dick Marks and Wolfie
were our Club Wallabies, but then came Bruce Brown, Boris Téitzel, David Taylor, Dinger Bell,
Sandshoe Gregory, Norm Mayne, Richard Trivett, Steve McCready and his St Johns College mate,
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Charlie Woodward (who sometimes was underprepared and played some loose games “but never
against Brothers,” Craig Estwick (who played under a pseudonym because he was supposed to be
concentrating on his studies but was found outr when he was selected for Queensland). Camel
McNicholl and Max Allen were all good wingers (and carried on the mystique that surrounds
wingers) and Russell Manning had safe hands and a sure boot, but was more dangerous off the
field than on. They were all Queensland players and/ or Wallabies and they carried Uni on to Club
Championships and Premierships in the second half of the 1960s.

When Ballymore became the new home of Queensland Rugby in 1967, the Club first game was
against Brothers. The initial victory at the start of the season was replicated in the Grand Final
and the 17-15 score was identical to our winning score of two years previously. Brothers recovered
to win in 1968 but lost to us in the extra time match of 1969. This great rivalry between the Clubs
carried forward to the seventies where some epic encounters were again staged.

Jock pays tribute to the All Stars whose strength provided terrific support for the A Grade. In

particular “Mac Lethbridge, Terry Powell and Dennis Sexton all moved easily between Reserve
and A Grade.”

“One of the highlights of the Club year was of course the annual Intervarsity trip. This involved the
whole Club. The big game was Sydney University, although UNE and Uni of NSW were strong,
but the challenge was more to keep going with a game every day for the week-long carnival with
social events in the middle like a bus trip to the Barossa.

Representative Rugby was restricted to return games against NSW, NSW Country, Victoria,
Combined Services and the occasional visiting teams from New Zealand or International sides.
Club players involved in representative games were expected to back up for Club matches, often
the following day.”

The QRU and the Club hosted the California Bears for memorable games at Normanby and
Ballymore, while the Club players represented Australian Universities with eight members in the
1964 tour of New Zealand and a strong contingent against the touring Junior All Blacks and other
incoming tours.

The sixties provided the Club with much rich bistory and a highly regarded, successful decade.
David happily states that “it was the only Club I ever played for.”

Being one of the few who have continued to serve the code in administration after finishing
his playing and coaching days, David’s following comments bear scrutiny:

“The early sixties was an uncomplicated and enjoyable time to be growing up in Brisbane. The late
sixties were more complex. Young people were travelling more, social issues were on the agenda, and
there was mounting opposition to the war in Vietnam and demonstrations to break down apartheid
in South Africa. Universities were changing, course work was becoming more demanding, but the
values and the mateship of the Rugby Club continued.

Fast forward - and what a difference today presents. Professionalism in Sport has been the biggest
change. For the individual to play at the top level it is really necessary to be totally professional.
This demands skill development, physical preparation, and 100% commitment to excellence and
discipline. The rewards are representative honours, financial security, and a passport to Rugby
playing countries around the world. The costs are also high. Professionalism frequently starts at a
young age and as young players today are graduating to the high pressure professional ranks while
still maturing, they run the risk of bypassing some of the life experiences afforded by the Rugby Club

environment where there are quality players and friends, not just in your team or your Club.
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The objective in Rugby development must be to maintain a structure where players of all ages
and body shapes can aspire to play to their levels of ability and choice, and that competitions and
pathways are available for them to make that choice.

The University Rugby Club provides thar opportunity and creates that choice. Social and business
careers of generations of young men (and latterly young women) develop through the promotion of
the ethos of teamwork, while at the same time young people can grow and express themselves in a

team environment."

The UQFC Resumé of David “Jock” Crombie:

1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970

U-19 Premiers

A Grade Runners Up
A Grade Premiers

A Grade Premiers

A Grade Runners Up
A Grade Premiers

A Grade Runners Up
A Grade Premiers
U-19 Premiers (Coach)

For several more years David played Fifth Grade recreationally.

He tallied 100 A Grade games, scoring 997 points. He represented Australian Universities,
Queensland, and was selected as a Wallaby for the Jubilee Test in Wellington, New Zealand, as

a reserve.

Uni v Brothers
A Grade - Normanby Oval - 1966

Back from left to right — Ross Tietzel, a Brothers player (obscured), Mike Alp, Tom Biggs, Barry White (Bros), Keith
Jennings, Mike Deloughery, Mick Purcell (Bros), Norm Mayne, Paul 0’Donnell (Bros), Roger Woodgate (obscured),
David Crombie, a Bros Player, Bruce Brown obscured by Bros, David Dunworth, a Bros player, Errol Allen (Bros) and
John Costello (Bros) right winger. Backline in attack: right to left, Frank Bennett, Charles Woodward (with the ball),
Dick Marks and Don Alexander, our right winger. The Brothers defending backs are David Drake, Bob Honan and

John Dunsdon.
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From top back, Charles Woodward, Top left Kevin Crowe, Referee, L to R: David Taylor with the ball,
Norm Mayne, Dick Marks, Mike Alp obscuring a Bros player, then three other Bros. players,
(with headband) and Frank Bennett passing Terry Shanahan, Bob Honan and David Drake

L to R: Kevin Crowe, Referee, David Taylor and Roger Woodgate at the back
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Referee, Kevin Crowe, L to R: Bros. No. 4, Bob Honan, an obscured Bros defender, Roger Woodgate
with the ball, a Bros. defender, No. 3 Charles Woodward, Bruce Brown (in headgear), David Taylor,
and left wing Roger Cooke obscuring John Dunsdon and four others.
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L to R: Frank Bennett, Bros David Drake, Dick Marks with the ball, wrong footing a Bros attempted
tackle, another Bros defender, and John Dunsdon (Bros No. 3) outflanked by Charles Woodward,
No. 3 Keith Jennings (No. 8) runs in support

Charles Woodward outflanks the Bros defence with Dick Marks in support
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Charlie Woodward scores try, Roger Cooke no.5 in support. Kev Crowe Referee

The Club is indebted to John “Tubby’ Jekyll for his excellent camera work in capturing the above
sequence of photographs. It is a matter of great regret that only this small number of images has

survived from the large body of his photographic work which he had donated to the QRU.
1967

R. wing Steve McCready, L. wing Lee McNicholl,Jules Guerassimoff gets past Peter Dawson of Wests

It was the first season of fixtures and finals
at Ballymore, and it was another successful
year for the University. The Club won the
A Grade Premiership defeating GPS in the
Grand Final, securing the Hospitals Cup.
Jules led the side in the absence of the injured
Dick Marks. It won the Doughty Shield,
its ninth successive Club Championship,
and also won the Welsby Cup, the Horsley
Cup and Intervarsity for the first time in
12 years. In the A Grade Grand Final GPS
fought hard but went down 17-15. Scorers:

M. Allen 2 tries, D. Crombie 3 penalties  Jules Guerassimoff scores at Ballymore with Max Allen
1 conversion. behind him and David Taylor on the right 1967
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HALL FMOAEL — HOME OF OUCENSLANMD RUGEY

Ballymore Aerial View 1967

It was indicative of the Club’s great depth that the three senior Grades contested the Grand
Finals. Keith Jennings made his State debut against Combined Services, and again eleven
players represented Queensland this season. One yet to play for Queensland was Max Allen,
the competition’s leading tryscorer with 22 tries. A Grade’s other regular winger Lee McNicholl
scored 15 tries. Theirs was a prodigious effort, but even so they failed to match the individual
record of twenty-five tries scored in a season, set by Ken Donald in 1959.

A Grade Premiers - 1967
A Grade - Premiers (defeated GPS 17-15):

R. J. P Marks (Capt) DNP (1) R. Manning, (2) M. Allen, (3) C. Woodward, (4) S. McCready,
(5) L. McNicholl, (6) M. Cameron, (7) N. Mayne, (8) D. Taylor, (9) K. Jennings,
(10) J. Guerassimoff, (vc) (11) S. Gregory, (12). R. Teitzel, (13) B. Brown, (14) D. Crombie,
(15) G. Gidley-Baird. Reserves: (16) J. Hulbert, (17) B. Waters, (18) M. McNee, (19) A. May,
(20) K Bell, (21) D. Sexton, (22) J. Walthall. Coach: A. Girle. Manager: G. Aaron, Keith
Jennings also includes these players 1. Marshall, W, Lovegrove and J. Jekyll.
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Back How—A. MAT, | Ml HULBERT, & G GIDLEY-BATRD, | WALTHALL, €. AMSAY, | GEDDES, G. MOONE
Seoond How—]. SCORER, G, M. AARCON, M. mfﬁmhﬂ&ﬂﬂﬂmw L LOVEGROVEL L MARSHALL,
Front Mow—3 D McNEE, I KENNEDY, A M LETHIUDGE (Capr) ) 8L O'NEILL (Coachl, L F. WOBERTSON (V. Capil

D SEXTON, K. BELL

Insats—M. A BMAGUIRE W T. FOWELL

Reserve Grade Premiers - 1967

Reserve Grade - Premiers (defeated GPS 19-0):

(1) M. McNee, (2) J. Hulbert, (3) W. Lovegrove, (4) A. Lethbridge, (5) G. Moore, (6) J. Geddes,
(7) B. Waters, (8) M. Maguire, (9) A. May, (10) D. Sexton, (11) K. Bell, (12) I Robertson,
(13) J. Walthall, (14) B. Kennedy, (15) J. Scorer. Reserves (16) J. O'Neill, (17) A Labaz.
Keith Bell won the trophy for the Best and Fairest in the Reserve Grade Grand Final.

Uni v GPS 1967 - Reserve Grade GF at Ballymore
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Action Uni v GPS 1967 - Reserve Grade GF
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Presentation to Mac Lethbridge - Uni v GPS Reserve Grade at Ballymore 1967

Third Grade - Runners-up (defeated by Wests 11-26):

(1) N. Robinson, (2) G. Aaron, (3) B. McIntyre, (4) N. Torrens, (5) T. Ballinger, (6) G. Speer,
(7) L Marshall, (8) N. McMicking, (9) T. Lockhart, (10) C. Corfe, (11) C. McKenzie,
(12) P Jell, (13) B. Minchinton, (14) S. Carter, (15) I Shellshear.

Reserve Grade won the Premiership, (the Chappie Schulte Memorial Trophy) and the T. L.

Jones Memorial Shield, while Third Grade had to be satisfied with the Max Wyllie Memorial
Shield and the H. E Edwards Cup.
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Front Row—P Maloney, I Farguhar, B. Morgua (V. Cape), | Creagh (Capt.), P MeMicholl, I Godbald, C. White
Seeond Row—P, Dizon, M. Harding, B Shiclds, B. Chandler, P. Row, C. Francis
Back Row=—R. Bryce, T. McWilliam, C B. Tippetts, &, Gregoey, | Hunter, . White, [, R
Absenr—1. Cloke, C. ], Connell (Coach)

Under 19 A Runners-up 1967

U 19 A - Undefeated Minor Premiers, Runners-up (defeated by Brothers).

This year the Club was able to contest Intervarsity which was held at the University of New
South Wales between 22nd and 26th May. The side performed admirably, winning the First
Division of the Carnival and defeating the Sydney University side to take out the Asahi
Trophy and the Kansai Cup.

Having defeated the strong Sydney Uni team which included the Wallaby front row, Darveniza,
Roxburgh and Jake Howard, second rower Tony Abrahams, five-eighth Rupert Rosenblum,
and the Boyce brothers among others, the Club awarded a special pennant “Intervarsity 1967
Sydney Rugby Champions” to the following members of the victorious side:

B. Brown (Manager), Keith Jennings (Captain), G. Gidley-Baird, ]. Walthall, B. Kennedy, J. Jekyll,
S. Gregory, K. Bell, I. Robertson, P Lockhart, R. Morgan, D. Sexton, R. Handyside, B. Waters,
L. Marshall, M. Cameron, J. Geddes, C. Woodward, S. McCready, J. Creagh, M. Lethbridge,
M. Allen, L. McNicholl, W, Lovegrove, M. McNee and N. Smith.

This was possibly the strongest Intervarsity side ever to tour from the Club.

The Sixties featured growing protests over conscription and Australian participation in the
Vietnam War. During 1967, it was becoming increasingly apparent that Australia was strongly
involved in the Vietnam War. Protest was escalating and becoming more violent; dissident,
radical students were planning to send funds to the enemy.
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A Grade’s win over GPS in the Grand Final didn't escape the Courier Mail cartoonist:

'E U.GRAKD
TTNAL T —

UNNERITY [7]
X

Ballymore was not quite
ready to host the first Irish
visit to Brisbane so Lang
Park (now developed as
Suncorp Stadium) was the
venue for the Queensland
match. At fullback was
Russell Manning who had
previously played for the
State. Ross Teitzel moved
to prop and allowed
Stuart Gregory’s selection
as a front of the lineout

deflector. David Crombie returned, his great goal kicking a bonus.

The match was ruined as a spectacle with injuries to both wingers in the opening minutes,
followed by Rick Trivett with hamstring trouble. Substitutes in internationals were not
permitted then, but came into force the following season. Queensland Captain Dick Marks
and second row Ross Teitzel were chosen for the one-off Test but Jules Guerassimoff missed
out, and was not selected again. Ireland won 11-5.

For the first time, Interstate games were played at the new Rugby headquarters at Ballymore.
Bob Templeton was Queensland Coach and the honours were shared — NSW winning the
first game 12-6 and the Maroons the second 17-11.The big-punting fullback Russell Manning
and Ross Teitzel were selected for the NZ Jubilee Test, with David Crombie and David Taylor
in the reserves. The All Blacks won 29-9.

Allen, G GidleyBaind, L McNichall, 5. i.'uq-rr,l Cresgh, W. Walibiall, | Gedides, M. Laabibridgs
Lowrgrows, . Handyside, J. Jekyll,

HBask Mow—5i
“Second Mow- I Lockban, | Hoberoon, 5 MeCresdy, W,
MWLMQWEHKMMLlMMEm et

Al —N

Jekyil, L Manshall, R Morgsn, B Waten
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While the playing pitch at Ballymore benefitted from its arduous preparation, the QRU’s
limited funds left the changing shed in its original condition. Apart from the dearth of hot
water in the showers, its overall condition was somewhat debilitated — it certainly could not
stand up to the vigorous warming up antics delivered by the NSW forwards prior to the
return match. There wasn't much hilarity but much talk of sabotage when one of the heaviest
New South Welshmen began to disappear through the floorboards.

The spoils of victory — Intervarsity 1967
Bruce Brown, Keith Jennings and Keith Bell with the Kansai Cup

Uni QId v Syd Uni at University of NSW Intervarsity
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1968

This season marked the tenth year in a row that the Club won the Doughty Shield for the
Club Championship. Once again it was arch-rivals Brothers who became the fly in the
ointment for the Club’s celebrations. In the A Grade major Semi-final the two teams battled
in an 11-all draw and even extra time did not separate them. So A Grade, as Minor Premiers,
went straight through, while Brothers had to defeat Wests 18-9 in the Preliminary Final to
make the Grand Final. On Grand Final day Brothers triumphed, scoring three tries to nil,
Jack Dunsdon scoring a double and marking himself for attention in the future. For Uni,
David Crombie landed two penalties.

The Reserve Grade went through the whole season undefeated, soundly beating Brothers in
the Grand Final by 37-3, avenging the Thirds who became runners-up to Brothers by15-6.
There was encouragement from the youngsters with both the U19A and U19B teams winning
their Premierships, despite the disappearance on Grand Final day of the A team fullback .

Froay Row—8, McCready, [, Crombis 1. Cisersssimell iCage). A, Glele (Caaeh]). M Mawrns | V. Cugsl G Awron, B. Brow
Secoln Row=M. Ca gl B, Melsiyre, B Armbshow, A May, L Walibsll, W. Lovegtawr, 1. Jekvil
Bici Row—D. Tevls  MeMiskifl, B, Gailigas; W. Coolie, 5 Goegery, K Bzl | Hamer. |. Co=gh

Amewt—C. Woslwerd R, Mapnjeg, E. Jrmnoags

A-Grade Runners-up 1968

A Grade - Runners-up (defeated by Brothers 17-6):

(1) B. Mclntyre, (2) L. McNicholl, (3) C. Woodward, (4) S. McCready, (5) R. Armishaw,
(6) M. Cameron, (7) N. Mayne (Vice-Capt), (8) K. Bell, (9) D. Taylor, (10) J. Guerassimoff’
(Capt), (11) R Cooke, (12) S. Gregory, (13) B. Brown, (14) D. Crombie, (15) J. Hunter.
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Fowint floywe— | Walikall, T Puwsll D Ssmem, W Lethbrwigs (Capm 1 1 R = G Aavim, | el
Howvnad Mo W Lovigara. & bbwic B (Gflmnn: | Vidwry 0 ll-:x:-.l s
Bk Worw—il. Williars, O (Sullew-luind, F el B Cragery. | Tesmen, B bllerisa
Imsen—] (sl (Coprkd

Al . Wane. P Lakiba | e, | Walis

Reserve Grade Premiers 1968

Reserve Grade - Premiers (defeated Brothers 37-3):

(1) /. Wolfe, (2) J. Hulbert, (3) G. Aaron, (4) G. Williams, (5) W. Lovegrove, (6) A. Lethbridge(Capt),
(7) B. Waters, (8) P Lockhart, (9) T. Powell, (10) D. Sexton, (11) B. Galligan, (12) R. Morgan,
(13) J. Bell, (14) J. Jekyll, (15) J. Walthall. Reserves: (16) A. May, (17) I Robertson,
(18) J. Twomey.

Barry Waters won the Reserve Grade Grand Final Best and Fairest trophy.
Third Grade - Runners-up, (defeated by Brothers 6-15):

(1) D. Handyside, (2) W. Morrow, (3) 1. McWilliams, (4) D. Ross, (5) H. Tippitss, (6) D. Steer,
(7)]. Loney, (8) W. Heatley, (9) N. Smith, (10) P Tuxworth, (11) A. Labatt, (12) G. Gidley-Baird,
(13) C. Mayne, (14) C. Cofe, (15) D. Farquhar (Capt). Reserves: (16) G. Howe, (17) G. Grealy,
(18) R. Holden.

Pt o = o Wha, P bkl P Mibwery Woapr | L Wikl W 3ol (0 Mlkes 1V i) | Biss (b Pesews
WOCE MW = [0 Mg, €. OMCerrnr 41 Tismes, 1w, P Diion, P ol Wt
sl MiPw - & direw, § Shand 11 Shewiai

Premiers Under 19 A-Grade 1968
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U-19A and U19B

The A team was coached by Leo Williams and defeated GPS, and the B side defeated QIT.
The Junior Rugby Union had the misfortune in these times of conducting its Grand Final
day in competition with the Royal National Association Show — the Ekka. This usually had
some impact on the Club as the Show was one of the major annual events to provide some
worthwhile casual employment for cash poor students during their second term holidays.
Those Club members working casually at the Show had to display some ingenuity to mix
their employment with the demands of finals Rugby or miss out on the Rugby. Years later
Jake Howard’s involvement with the Club and his Show responsibilities provided some more
enterprising solutions to the annual dilemmas. In 1968 the first choice fullback was a no
show on the big day; it gave Frank (the Boot) McKeown the chance to shine — and the young
Agriculture student gladly accepted. Sadly, the absent player, then known as Captain Fourex,
did not return to the Club, but continued on with Easts and later Teachers (now Norths.)

Barry Honan paid this tribute to Ross (Boris) Teitzel in “Red! Red! Red! The story of
Queensland Rugby”:

“Boris Teitzel was the
greatest loss to Queensland
Rugby. He was a man-
mountain  who  gave
opponents a bath in the
lineouts. We were forever
looking for a big tight
Sforward and we no sooner
found one than he was
gone”.

v Easts R to L D. Crombie, R. Teitzel, B. Brown, J. Hunter, P McNicholl
and D. Sexton v R. Cullen and M. Brew

Bock Row [from left]: W. LOVEGRCVE J. HUNTER, ). CREAGH. P.
LOCKHART, C. ESTWICK, J WOLFE K. JENMIMGS, B, ARMISHAW and
B. WATERS,

Front Reow (from lef]: D. CROMBIE, B, BROWRM, K. BELL, J. GUERASSIMOEF
[Captain], 5. GREGORY, B. GALLIGAN ond J. HULBERT,

A Grade 1968 - Telegraph Colour Series
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Roger Cooke,Bruce Brown and David Taylor - Pre-1968 GF warm up
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1969

This year saw the Jules Guerassimoff-led team win the A Grade Grand Final against arch-
rivals Brothers 22-14, and the Club again took out the Doughty Shield as Club Champions
for THE ELEVENTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR - a record unlikely to be beaten.

Before a record crowd at Ballymore, Uni raced to a 14-nil lead with tries by David Miller and
Murray Cameron, but Brothers came back to draw level at 14-all. Brothers hoped to score
when Ron Price chipped ahead over the fullback for prop Dave Dunworth to catch the ball
and dive for the line. The Referee, Kev Crowe was on the spot, ruled Dunworth was in front
of the kicker, and the match went into extra time. To confirm its dominance, A Grade ran
away with it, scoring fine tries through wingers Craig Estwick and Brian McIntyre, eventually
winning 22-14.

It was a day of personal satisfaction for Keith "Dinger” Bell. Jack Dunsdon, on the wing
for Brothers, had scored two tries in the Preliminary Final, and following his double in the
1968 GE, was looking for more. This year Jack’s chances again arose, but on each occasion a
wiser and equally determined covering defence effort from Dinger at No 8 snuffed out Jacks
hopes. In a great day for the Club, Reserve Grade had won its fifth consecutive Grand Final,
defeating GPS 12-11.

Stuart Gregory was the only Club member chosen for the Wallaby tour of South Africa
but Jules Guerassimoff, Bruce Brown, David Crombie, David Taylor, Ross Teitzel, Charlie
Woodward, Brian Galligan, Craig Estwick and David Miller all represented Queensland. At
24, Dave Taylor badly injured his neck, causing his early retirement.

Back loe) pTali S@vory KBull Cfataick D Mitker G farer
(Radte 3 Cremben  ERoe A Brewn  BMiinfyre BdaViger MN.Cameron

Aenf, PINicholl Chosdwird, TGyerasamefy TONeill MMppwe RPeryin Dilrvies
[cepe) [ceaeh] [v.cape] :

A Grade Premiers 1969
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A Grade - Premiers (defeated Brothers 22-14):

(1) M. Cameron, (2) C. Estwick, (3) C. Woodward, (4) D. Miller, (5) B. McInzyre,
(6) Peter Roe, (7) N. Mayne, (8) K. Bell, (9) Jules Guerassimoff (Capt), (10) R. Morgan,
(11) P McNicholl, (12) D. Sexton, (13) B. Brown, (14) D. Crombie, (15) B. Galligan.
Reserves: P Jell, G. Aaron, R. Teitzel. Coach: Dr John O’Neill. Scorers: M. Cameron,
C. Estwick, B. McIntyre, D. Miller tries, N. Mayne PG, D. Crombie 2 Cons, PG.

Crombie’s Style Bill Andrews tackled by Uni no.12 Dennis Sexton and Rob Morgan
Reserve Grade - Premiers (defeated GPS 12-11):

(1) A. Lethbridge (Capt), (2) R. Armishaw, (3) W. Lovegrove, (4) G. Williams, (5) G. Aaron,
(6) R. Trivers, (7) 1. Marshall, (8) 1. Powell, (9) P Maloney, (10) I. Robertson, (11) J. Hunter,
(12) R. Gregory, (13) D. Berry, (14) I Ross, (15) C. O’Connor.

Buck Mow—P. MOAWODD, B GBS, £, UTTLEY, G BOTD, G CORONES, ) GOLOSTON
Second Moav—J, GRUIGE, 0, WATT, K. STEVINMS, J. FHASER F. SepIWON, ) SACANLY

Feont Bow—A. CLARRE, H. MILLEN, D SeelDHAM jCapl], L WILLIAMS [Coachl C AYAES (¥, Capth J DOULLAS. D WRLSDN

U19 Grade 1969
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Leo Williams again coached U-19 and only one team competed, while a team was entered in
the new U-18 competition. The U-19 side led by Dennis “Bluey” Sheahan headed Brothers
at half time, going to the break 10-0, but were pipped by a side that gave Chris “Buddha”
Handy his first pennant.

U-19 - Runners-up (defeated by Brothers):

Wayne Donaldson, Richard Miller, Dennis Sheahan (c), John Goldston, Tony Clarke, John Cruice,
George Corones, David Wart, Phil Horwood, Chris Ayres, Jim Douglas, John Fraser, Phil Uttley,
Brendan Gibb, Jim Meaney, Jeff Boyd, Frank McKeown, Pat Davis.

Phil Horwood, Wayne Donaldson and Jim Meaney represented Brisbane and the State U18
sides.

Mac Lethbridge played with the Club in this era and recalls it fondly:

“It was a fantastic time to play for University. We won a lot of Premierships, there was enormous
depth and terrific coaching — the older guys put a lot back in. But we also had a great time —

drinking at the RE three times a week and going back to Harpoons afterwards. They were great
days and I made a lot of friends.”

The All Stars was the name adopted by the UQFC Second Grade side in the 1960s, their era of
dominance extending from 1964 to 1971. During this period, they won seven Premierships
in succession (undefeated in 1966 and 1968), and an indication of their dominance is that
for the period 1965 to 1968, they played 89 games and lost only four, scoring 1863 points

with 382 against (an average winning score of 21-4 per game).

At the start of the 1964 season, Uni had two Second Grade sides, one comprising relatively
old hands coached by the legendary John (Rumble) O’Neill, and the other a young team
mostly from the Under 19 side of the previous year, Norbert’s team. The former side was
eliminated from the competition before the semi finals, and a few of them, including Rumble,
came across and joined forces with the youngsters.

The amalgamated side played Teachers in the 1964 Grand Final, and lost after leading 19-0 at
half time, a game they should have won easily. Shortly after half time, winger Tom Biggs went
off injured (no second half replacements then being allowed), and prop Bruce Brown was sent
off - an unfortunate, and of course unjustified, beginning to an illustrious UQFC career. Playing
with 13 men for most of the second half, Uni lost when Teachers scored a try on full time.

That loss to Teachers seemed to galvanise the participants into a team of tremendous spirit, and
they largely stayed together for a number of the following years, winning every Premiership
from 1965 to 1971. Norbert moved up to coach First Grade in 1965, and Rumble O’Neill
became the Coach. In that year, Uni was very prominent in representative Rugby, having up
to 12 playing for the State at any one time, so many of the All Stars shuttled between First
and Second Grades for much of the season.

In 1965, the firsts won both the Welsby Cup and Horsley Trophy with many of the All
Stars regularly moving up (the Firsts also won the Grand Final that year), and this successful
backing up by Second Grade players for First Grade duties is a great example of the value
of player depth in a Club. A strong First Grade side without Club depth is a weakness for
any Club, and of course the considerable depth in the Club also meant that Third Graders
frequently and successfully played up in Second Grade.
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Mac continues:

“Rumble as Coach looked after his charges in a fatherly fashion, and the All Stars tradition
Sflourished under him. He ensured that we enjoyed our training runs and games, and also that we
could hold our own in serious drinking company at the RE and the Regatta. We all really looked
Jforward to training on Tuesday and Thursday nights, and on weekends Rumble didn’t take much
encouragement to pull on his boots and have a game. In fact, there was a strong suspicion that if
you went down with any sort of injury, Rumble (being the Club Doctor) would rule you out of
play so he could have a run himself.

For those who aren’t conversant with Rumble and bis abilities, let it be said that he was one of the
[finest players this State has produced, and whose reputation suffered, firstly because he put medicine
before Rugby, and secondly because he sustained a serious injury that curtailed his senior playing
days. Rumble was one of those elite who played for Australia when he was 18, first year out of
school, but when he was Coach and playing with us Second Graders, he was quite at home and we
regarded him as our mate, and indeed our inspiration.

With sincere apologies to anyone who feels left out, some of the names that spring to mind as long
serving original members of the All Stars are: Terry Powell, Geoff Aaron, Dave Carter, Greg
Williams, Bill Lovegrove, Roger Cooke, Merv McNee, Jim Scorer, John Walthall, Bill Sexton,
Dennis Sexton, lan Robertson, Bill Steer, Russell Handyside, John Jekyll, Bruce Kennedy, Barry
Waters and John Geddes.

They, and all the other members of the All Stars, shared with me the enjoyment of playing initially
under Norbert and Rumble, and subsequently under Par Moroney, Chilla Wilson (former Wallaby
Captain) and Leo Williams (former State player and subsequently ARU Chairman). As you can
see, the depth of players at Uni in the 1960s was conspicuously matched by the depth of coaching
at the Club.

The 1960s was a fantastic time to play for UQFC, mainly because so many older players put
so much back into the Club, and the spirit engendered in the All Stars by our esteemed Coaches
ensured that we enjoyed our Rugby and won most of our games. We are all deeply indebted to the
Club for these memories.”

In an article for the Red Heavies Newsletter in 1983, Mac Lethbridge discussed the “All Stars”
(Reserve Grade 1965-71) formidable record and offered these notes on some of the regulars.

1. Geoft “Bun” Aaron — Emigrated to Sydney — Qld U21 rep as halfback and Australian

Universities as a winger.
Dave Carter — Captain in 1965, loose forward, Engineer.

3. John “Tubby” Jekyll — now in Cairns, hooker. Cairns Harbour Master. Established the
Cairns Rugby Union.

Bruce “Sir Basil” Kennedy — hooker, IV great, rum connoisseur. Entrepreneur.
Mac Lethbridge — Captain 1967-1971, halfback, five-eighth, Safe and slow. Solicitor.
Bill Lovegrove — emigrated to Tasmania, centre/wing, enigmatic, Psychologist.

John “Rumble” O’Neill — Doctor.

Terry “T.P” Powell — Captain 1971 Backrower, utility back, goal kicker extraordinaire.
All Stars only non-drinker 1964-71. Computer Company Director.

® N oW

9. Ian “Robbo” Robertson — Capt 1966, second row. Paediatrician.

10. Jim Scorer — prop, big, mean (but now a Pom!) Vet.
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11. Bill Sexton — breakaway, speedy at times. Now Racing Administrator.
12. Dennis Sexton — second row/lock. Good jumper. Doctor.

13. Bill “Bronc” Steer — prop, aggressive, bushie. Bushman.

14. Greg “Ram” Williams — centre, mover. Solicitor.

15. Roger Woodgate — centre/breakaway. Short sight, long on aggression - has
disappeared.

Action at Normanby - mid 1960s
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CHAPTER 9

1970 -1979
TIMES OF CHANGE AND REDEVELOPMENT

The Seventies was a phenomenal era for Queensland Rugby and the Club was to play a major
part. In its quest to regain its dominance in the Brisbane competition, University supplied
the Coach, Bob Templeton, and many of the players who took Queensland to the pinnacle of
the game, beating the British Lions, Scotland, Wales, New Zealand’s top provinces, and best
of all, NSW. Under the direction of a dynamic new QRU management Committee, headed
by Club stalwart Norbert Byrne, Ballymore developed into a world-class stadium, and there
was a vast increase in playing numbers, crowds, and media coverage.

1970

It was definitely the start of a new era when in January 1970 the Queensland Rugby Club
shifted from the city to Ballymore into plush new premises at the top of the McLean Stand.
The Long Bar, 20 metres from end to end, became the ideal spot from which to watch a game
and have a drink.

Queensland began its wonderful run of success with a 16-13 win over Scotland. University
was well represented with Jules Guerassimoff, Bruce Brown, Stuart Gregory and Keith Bell,
along with a thirty-three year old Ken Donald, for his first State match in nine years. Any
critics were silenced when Ken scored a fine try in Queensland’s win. The post-match function
was held in the new Murrayfield Room, named in honour of Edinburgh’s famous ground,
and the Scottish manager George Burrell noted:

“This is the first win by Queensland over a British team since 1899 — and I believe Ken Donald
scored a try on that occasion too!”

For the Club, the new decade saw a virtual changing of the guard. As the representatives and
ten year veterans of the sixties hung up their boots, the early and mid seventies were shaped
by the emerging young warriors who earned their spurs without the benefit of the large
numbers of experienced, match hardened heavies who gave on field guidance throughout the
sixties. The Club’s performance was possibly most affected by an administrative sea change
at the University — the introduction of Semesters in 1974. This meant profound change for
the Club that had for most of its existence functioned with its undergraduate contingent
being educated over three terms per annum. In adjusting to this change the Club was forced
to persevere through the early and mid seventies before achieving the well earned glory of
the decade’s end. Persistent and major efforts off the field eventually bore fruit with the
construction of the new Clubhouse on No 5 oval to provide a permanent home.

Terry Powell, “TP”, joined the Club in 1963 and played until 1977 before
finally hanging up his boots after fifteen seasons. In his contribution to this
compilation he professed that:

“The most memorable aspect in the 60s and early 70s was the great friendship
and spirit that permeated throughout all Grades.” And the Club “was fortunate”
with its coaching...In 1964 Mike Alp filled in with the Ul9s until Dave
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CHAPTER 9: TIMES OF CHANGE AND REDEVELOPMENT

Titshall arrived. The others: Rumble, Ashley, Norbert, Tempo and Chilla “infected all with their
love of Rugby.”

Some incidents that “in some way reflected the nature of the Club in the Sixties™:

“In the lead up to the A Grade Grand Final in 1964 to witness Eric and Leo going toe to toe at
training. ..

The fun’ of playing Army at Enoggera Barracks... Leo when provoked, accidently decking one of

our own_forwards. ..

Playing Ipswich B Grade at a mine pit outside Ipswich with a makeshift tight five including Vince
Creagh at prop. Vince had made the trip to Ipswich as a stand-in Coach for Graham “Sam” Moore

who was on his honeymoon.

The introduction of Gold Coast into the competition and an early game against them at the
Southport Showground where a cross bar had to be hastily erected on the Aussie Rules posts prior
to kick off...

A later visit to the play the Gold Coast at TSS during vacation when thirty-two players turned
out for four Grades — some had rto play three full games... Dennis Sexton had begun practising
medicine at the Coast and turned up to catch up with his old mates, only to be promptly desparched
to come back with his boots.

Terry recalled that the Clubs financial state and its financial management were closely linked
and while the proceeds from the pub raffles were the prime source of funds, at Club functions
the ‘Unders and Overs table provided a necessary supplement. He also proposed that the ‘great
experience” of playing for the Club was contributed to by the “large number of graduates (who)
remained playing, creating a mix of young guns’ and ‘old heavies’ interacting and passing on the

spirit of the Club.”

The Club began the decade on a winning note with A Grade, led by Jules Guerassimoff,
defeating GPS 24-6 in the Grand Final. With a dominant pack and slick handling from the
backs, the Red Heavies were on top throughout, although a Dugald Clark field goal gave
GPS an early 3-nil lead. That was only temporary, and with Jules scoring twice, the Red
Heavies took out their fourteenth Premiership since the War. This was the year that saw the
emergence of brilliant winger, Richard Miller. The 6’2” 14 stone winger scored 34 tries for
the season — a new postwar record in the competition — including 6 tries in one game (when
he also kicked 6 goals). He finished the season with 170 points, 90 coming during the last
round of six games.

Richard and his older brother David were both to play many times for Queensland. Their
younger brother, Charles was shaping as a representative prospect when he suffered a dislocated
neck playing against Souths in 1976 and was unable to play again. Undeterred, Charles later
became a significant contributor to the administration of the Club.
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1970 A Grade Premiers

Back Row:  Paul McNicholl, Stuart Gregory.

Middle Row: Brian Galligan, Brian Mclntyre, Bruce Brown, Peter Maloney, Russell Gregory,
Richard Miller.

Front Row:  Paul Dixon, Peter Roe, lan Ross, Jules Guerassimoff (c), Norm Mayne,
Murray Cameron, Charlie Woodward.

Absent: Craig Estwick, Dennis Sexton, Peter Jell, Ross Teitzel, Rob Morgan, Geoff Aaron,
Keith Bell, Phil Kirby, Jim Hunter, Phil Uttley, Terry Powell, Russell Manning,
Rick Armishaw.

Coaches: John O’Neill and Bob Templeton.

A Grade - Premiers (defeated GPS 24-6):

15. B. Mclntyre, 14. R. Miller, 13. C. Woodward,
12. M. Cameron, 11. P Dixon, 10. P Roe,
9. N. Mayne, 8. K. Bell, 7. ]. Guerassimoff
(Capt), 6. P Kirby, 5. P McNicholl,
4. S. Gregory, 3. B. Gualligan, 2. I. Ross
1. B. Brown.

Reserves: B. Cameron,
R. Morgan, G. Aaron, R. Gregory
and D. Sexton, 1. Coaches:
J. ONell/R. I Iempleton.
Scorers: . Guerassimoff 2 tries,
R Miller 1, C.  Woodward
1, P McNicholl 1, R. Miller

1 penalty, 3 conversions.

Jules Guerassimoff scores against GPS
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But have a look at the side — and the reserves. Where in the world would you have had Bob
Morgan and Dennis Sexton on the bench? Admittedly, youd like to have been the Coach.
The Club also won the Reserve Grade Premiership.

Reserve Grade - Premiers (defeated Souths 16-13):

15. A. (Mac) Lethbridge, 14. R. Armishaw, 13. W, Lovegrove, 12. J. Cruice, 11. L. McNicholl,
10. M. Forde, 9. G. Pearson, 8. A. May, 7. R Maloney, 6. 1. Powell, 5. M. White, 4. R. Gregory,
3. C. White, 2. P Uttley, 1. J. Hunter.

The Third and Fourth Grades both made the Semifinals but were defeated, although the
future looked bright with both the U19 and U18 sides winning Premierships. The U19 side
was coached by David “Jock” Crombie, who had retired from playing, and the U18 side was
christened “the pups” by their Coach, David Miller, who had been forced into rehabilitation
by shoulder injuries. The victories may have been special as both these sides were to provide
a number of long serving members for the Club.

U19 - Premiers (defeated GPS):

W. Donaldson, W, Chant, R. Kidd, M. Newbold, A. (Max) Clarke, S. Hartigan (vc), N. Thompson,
G. Lyons, W. Hansen, D. Dickie, J. Wilson, C. Taylor, R. Lumley, . Meaney (c) and 1. Bauert.
Reserves: 1. Jeffries, |. Rivett, G. Mules, K. Stevens and H. Shand. Coach: D. Crombie.

U18 - Premiers (defeated Brothers):

N. Kalokerinos, P Batch, T. Dick, ]. Watt, G. Johnson, C. Carney (vc), T. Belford, S. Mullins,
M. Talbot (c), M. Mackle, T. Delamoth, C. Gould, P Enright and G. Smith. Reserves: R. Rathie,
R. Lindwall, C. McFadzean and J. Clarke. Coach: D. Miller. Frank McKeown began his
coaching career at the U19 and U18 Grand Final celebration party at the home of Bob and
Alison Miller, supervising sculling from the U19 Premiership Cup, emphasising the “No
Spillage” rule.

The QRU Match Day programme is shown below:

BALLYMORE | | BALLYMoRe 1 | sawymoge 1| 10 July Geoft Lyons, Neal Thompson, Richard
i i*ﬁ.::é:';:::::.: ,:,-L:-*_J_;";_':':_;é* Lumley, Rob Kidd and Wayne Hansen were
A | *“—_:ﬂ;'f" == | selected for Queensland U19 to play NSW, but
e e e =1 Wayne was unable to tour to Sydney. Jim Meaney
o o | G lan ﬁ'.:"-_ captained Brisbane Ul9 against the Darling
- | Fni s i e & . . . .
i v em | e Gmvie | Downs in the earlier season trials. In May Mick
el . 'E.".“' e "_f:_.__. Talbot (Captain), Terry Belford and Jim Wilson
i ;%j‘ I'% : *ég_* ;Seplfesented Queensland U18 against Sydney at
‘__L‘f.f':; SR A | Ba ymore.
- ;: } ":L%ﬂ'- - SEL.| After eleven successive Trophies, despite the
o s o e Premiership successes in the seniors and juniors the
e ol RPET | MRS Club did not win the coveted Club Championship.
o st e u.-;'_:; However, the Club did host a tour by Californian
:L ?-;m *:"..'.;-:'mf T :%ﬂ. Universities, which was a great success.
g | 1E | BE
43 . Tk S Below is a flashback from the 1970 Red Heavies
e MILK protein o oubslay the oppesitin «=— | Club newsletter (14.7.1970) which typified the
— e ws| Club spirit after the Brothers fixture.
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186:

Weekend Roundup:

First Grade: The Red Heavies really got heavy with the Butcher Boys on Sunday to the tune
of 21-0. The game certainly was sweet revenge for our first round defeat and the heavies from
the Brothers supporters Club were the quietest they have been for some time. Credit must be
given to Shane Sullivan for his fine leadership and to their international winger Peter Moore
for his head high tackles. On our side the whole team played well with Peter Maloney’s nose-
scraping tackles a highlight of the match. Bob Burnett’s referecing drew a few comments
from the crowd. Quote: “Why don’t you join the Symphony Orchestra Bob? You could blow your
whistle all week then”.

Anyhow Smax (aka Peter Maloney) gets the prize of the week for a stirring performance at
the back of the lineout while Richard Miller (3 tries) and Peter Roe (2 tries and a field goal)
were the players of the week. The Turk (aka Norm Mayne), Russell Gregory, Paul Dickson,
Phil Kirby and Randy all turned in great games and Darby covered more ground (some of it
onside) than supporters are accustomed to seeing.

Second Grade: This week’s prize to Gary Pearson who scored a well timed (one minute to go)
try to snatch the game back. The Reserves were obviously unsettled by a few late withdrawals
because of illness and were lucky to have the services of Iron Man Jew Lockhart, Don Ross,
and Flaps Labatt, all of whom lined up for their second game without demur — perhaps
because they didn't have much to do in the Thirds. A good deal more attention to set plays
and fitness would pay dividends, as would an improved Referee.

Third Grade: Almost not worth making an award here, but Jew Lockhart would have to
get some recognition for a couple of fine tackles (one low). The display here was particularly
disappointing after some really good games in recent weeks.

Fourth Grade: The Fourths also did not fare favourably. Anyone wanting a description of
play should contact Dick Staveley.

U19: Won 14-8: Tries: Taylor, Meaney, Shand, Wilson. Conversion: Chant.

Highlights of the game were galloping Jim Wilson’s third try in three weeks. Mark Newbold’s
five—eighth play and “Custard” Shand’s try when he dived over the line clutching the ball
tightly to his solar plexus.

U18: Lost 11-18. The U18s went down for their first defeat of the season. Mick Talbot had
a good day in the loose play, consequently winning the Best and Fairest Award, but tight
forwards again lacked co-ordination and repeatedly lost good ball in the rucks. On the wings,
Pat Batch and Graham Johnson both scored great tries, but unfortunately in the second
half the inside backs thought these speedy boys had done their work for the day and were
reluctant to throw the ball around.

The Vietnam War, conscription and the UQFC

When the Federal Government introduced conscription to supplement personnel numbers
for the forces to engage in the Vietnam War, it was not concerned about possible effects on the
UQEFC. However, the marbles in the barrel that would select the birthdates of conscriptees
did become a concern of students who did not fancy a tour of Vietnam, but hoped to play for
the UQFC. The popular alternatives for those who wished to continue their studies without
the threat of being “called up” were to undertake military service with either the University
Regiment (the Army) or the University Squadron (the RAAF). Both offered undergraduate
training which secured promotion to Officer levels. The preferred alternative for those
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students wishing to play Rugby was the Squadron, where attendance at parades was required
on weeknight evenings accompanied by an annual course requirement during University
holidays. The Regiment required attendance at parades and training at weekends and also
camps. The weekend attendances conflicted with weekend matches.

As a consequence, for many students, as the Squadron intake was limited, their option was
to join the Regiment. This meant that for at least some of the season they were unavailable
for selection in weekend teams. Until conscription was abolished, the recruitment of the
Club’s playing strength by the Regiment saw its numbers swell, with fewer students willing to
risk the roll of the barrel. The situation was exacerbated by the fact that while the University
charged its students annual fees, most undergraduate students attending did so on some form
of scholarship. There were taxation benefits for those who joined the Regiment, and these
made the casual wage rates elsewhere a less attractive form of employment. There were many
talented undergraduates who chose to limit their Rugby to Wednesday afternoon Interfaculty
games, or competing for their Colleges.

About the only negative consideration for those opting for the alternative military service was
the fact that fashion dictates of the times encouraged males to grow their hair, at least on their
heads and faces. Military regulations precluded this and those who joined the Regiment or
the Squadron were easily distinguished by their diminished hair. It was commonly believed
that the fairer sex were followers of fashion and their preferences lay with those bearers of
uncut hair. The media was wont to describe any youth bearing long hair as a “University
student” — this inferred that the person was likely to have “radical” tendencies and was possibly
engaged in “subversive” activities — but certainly be “untrustworthy.” Club members saw the
fashion as supportable and financially sound as hard won funds that previously supported
haircuts and shaving accoutrements were now available for social activities. With long hair
predominating, the Club sides were commonly subjected to jibes from other Clubs querying
our members’ manhood. But the fashion prevailed, the War ended, and many young males
ended up spending their haircut savings on shampoo.

And for the Club, its membership seesawed back from these strictures of the early seventies
to record better numbers by the end of the decade.
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1970 Queensland Tour To New Zealand
The Club was well represented in the 1970 Queensland Team with six players and the Coach
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188:

1971

The Club had dominated proceedings and missed only one Grand Final between1947-1970,
which was 1951. This was an unparalleled performance at the time, and is yet to be matched.
Again the Club was runner-up to Brothers in the Doughty Shield by a margin of just three
points, 262 to 265. The Club won four of the seven Premierships it contested, but not A
Grade, which, though more than ably coached by Ashley Girle was defeated by GPS in the
Minor Semifinal 11-14. Jim Creagh and John Cruice each scored a try, with Crab McIntyre
converting one and adding a penalty.

Reserve, Third, Under 19 A and U19 B Grades won Premierships. Fourth Grade was runner-
up to Teachers.

Reserve Grade, coached by Chilla Wilson, achieved its seventh consecutive Premiership when
it defeated Brothers 30-12 in extra time, the scores being 12 all after normal time. John
Cruice played on the wing and ranked this victory his most memorable match when asked
in 1986, while still playing lower Grades for the Club. During the season John Cruice scored
four tries against Souths in the August fixture match.

Reserve Grade - Premiers: (defeated Brothers 30-12):

Peter Vincent, 14. Jobn Cruice, 13. Peter OSullivan, 12. Graeme Taylor, 11. Tony (Max)
Clarke, 10. Danny Gore, 9. lan Marshall, 8. Steve McRae, 7. Peter Maloney, 6. 1erry Powell
(Capv), 5. Russell Gregory, 4. Michael White, 3. Craig White, 2. Jim Meaney, 1. Jim Hunter.
Reserves: W, Lovegrove. Coach: Chilla Wilson. Scorers: 1. Marshall 2 tries, M. Clarke, D. Gore,
P OSullivan and J. Cruice 1 try each, P Vincent 3 conversions, 2 penalty goals.

Third Grade - Premiers (defeated Brothers 24-8):

15. Frank McKeown, 14. Graham Moore, 13. Howard Stack, 12. R. Rathie, 11. M. Scanlon,
10. D. Ross, 9. Neil Thompson, 8. Bill Sheehan, 7. Ken Stevens, 6. Mark Newbold,
5. D. Sheehan, 4. Harold Shand, 3. Richard Lumley, 2 Phil Uttley, 1. Bob Bryce. Coach: Bill Sexton.
Scorers: M. Scanlan, G. Moore, D. Ross, R. Lumley 1 try each, E McKeown 2 penalties,
3 conversions.

Fourth Grade - Runners-up (defeated by Teachers):

15. Eddie Collie, 14. Dave Fredericksen, 13. W. Smyth, 12. Bill Lovegrove, 11. Peter Hemming,
10. R. Bartlett, 9. John Loney, 8. Bill Sexton, 7. John Marlay, 6. Nigel Smith, 5. R. Laing,
4. Mike Hughes, 3. P Bruton, 2. Gordon Simpson, 1. Tom Clouston.

Again the Juniors proved their worth with both U-19 A and B teams becoming Premiers.
Keith Jennings guided the Mick Talbot-led As to an undefeated season with an easy victory
over GPS in the Grand Final.

U-19 A - Premiers (defeated GPS):

15. J. Henderson, 14. P Batch, 13. R. Kidd, 12. S. Cerutti, 11. D. Cooper, 10. C. Carney,
9. G. Holt, 8. R. Sweeney, 7. R. Pearson, 6. M. Talbot (c), 5. G. Lyons, 4. J. Wilson, 3. D.
Blanch, 2. P Enright, 1. G. Smith. Reserves: H. McIntosh, M. O’Brien, M. Mackle, 1. Isles.
Coach: K. Jennings.
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The inspirational pairing of Bob Kidd and Dick Lumley was more than enough for the
U19B team which convincingly accounted for Souths.

Bk Row [Letr io Rightl: M MACKLE G SAUTH, P AGAR, G LYDMNS, O WATHBUHL
Thirgd Row |, HOWAMN, 5. CERUTT], D, BLANCH, M. DOVLE, A, DELAMOTHE, P. BATCH, J. CLARKE, T, ISLES
Sewoncl Pow, M, OBRIEN, R, LUMLEY, A BAKIN, R SWEEMEY, ) HENDERSOM, P. KIREY, . KIDD, D, CODPER
Frome Rowe; B, PEAREOM, |, HOCIINGS, ). WILSON, M. TALBOT iCoptanl, K, JENMINGS (Cooch), C CARNEY, H. McIMNTOUSH, J, HOLT,

1971 U19

U-19B - Premiers (Defeated Souths) Coaches: Bob Kidd and Dick Lumley.

On the representative front, Queensland, captained by Barry Honan, created some magic
and defeated the British Lions 15-11 in what must have been the upset of the century. The
Club was represented by Richard Miller, who not only provided power and speed on the
right wing, but in the considered opinion of some of Ballymore’s wisest heads, gave David
Duckham a complete bath. The other Club members to enjoy the historic win were Bruce
Brown, Stuart Gregory, Keith Bell, and the evergreen Jules Guerassimoff.

The Lions continued through
New Zealand undefeated
and were rated by some as
the best Lions team ever, but
Queensland has the proud
result in the records. Both
the Miller brothers, David
and Richard, made their State
debuts this season, as did Paul
McNicholl and lan (Darby)
Ross. Jules led Queensland
against Victoria and N.S.W.
Country, while Stuart Gregory
was given the honour for the
Sydney match when David
Miller replaced Barry Honan.

Queensland Victory Over The 1971 British Lions 15-11
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Queensland v Springboks during the State of Emergency - Darby Ross on right

Wallaby coach, Des Connor, disappointed with his team’s efforts against the touring
Springboks, stepped down and Bob Templeton took over. Stuart Gregory was University’s
only representative in the First Test against South Africa but was dropped for the Second Test.
In the match against the Springboks the Junior Wallabies got off to a great start when Bruce
Brown charged down a clearing kick to score, but experience told and the Springboks settled
down and won 31-12.

Gregory wins - Mayne clears

Jim Creagh joined the Club in 1967and with Rob Morgan was one of two U19 members
of the successful touring party to Intervarsity in Sydney that year. He still has the Pennant
which was struck to celebrate the tour’s achievements which included the Asahi Trophy
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and the Kansai Cup. In his recollection he describes the 1970s as “a classic era of coarse
Rugby” following “a year off... it was an enjoyable way of getting back into the Club.” In 1971,
lower Grades began with Fourth Grade at 10.00am. Often we would start with less than a
team...this problem exacerbated during University vacation when a lot of country players
went home... In those days (and probably now) we had very good players throughout the
Grades. . .either lived in Colleges or nearby the campus... we would hold our own with fewer
players, certainly at least until the cavalry arrived. I can recall at least one occasion on Ballymore
No. 3 when we played Easts with twelve or thirteen and won. Two Fourth Graders had to leave
before Third Grade and only one fresh player had arrived. We started Thirds with twelve men and
ended up with an even better win than before. .. The high and mighty Reserve Grade players would
arrive for their game quite oblivious to the heroics of the dirt trackers,” some of whom even played

some or all of a third game for the Reserves. I recall one day playing all four Grades with a cameo
off the bench for A Grade.

Not withstanding all of this, or probably because of it, the camaraderie around the Club in those
days was terrific. I am pleased that I experienced it, as I'm certain the elite players were never really
aware of what these Club stalwarts achieved for the Club. As it turned out...I consider that the
revival leading to the 1979 (and what should have been, 1978) A Grade Premierships was built
from the lower Grade success.”

Hartigan, Miller, Creagh and Batch capitalise on a tight head

On Sunday, July 11th the Club again played a Ballymore feature match against the Californian
(Golden) Bears. On this tour the Bears had travelled through North Queensland, playing
warm up matches against Townsville and Rockhampton teams.
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Bock o (Laby tu Righel 8. MMLLER, B McENTYRE, D MILLER, P, McrCHOLL, 5 CHEGORY, K. BELL, ) CREAGH, A MAY, B GALLIGAMN,
P MALONDY

Fromt Rgw (Lefy ta Raghtd: N, MAYHE, T POWELL, 5 HANTHGAM, C WODDWARD, J. GUERASSIMOPFF [Capiwn), B, BROWN, 1. RCSS, J. CRLICE
Absent. . ROE, P, KIEY Comchus: A GIRLE, K. TEMWPLETO®

1971 First Grade

The A Grade team:

15. Peter Vincent, 14. Richard Miller, 13. Charles Woodward, 12. David Miller,
11. Graham 1aylor, 10. Peter Roe, 9. Norm Mayne, 8. Paul McNicholl, 7. Jules Guerassimoff,
6. Phil Kirby, 5. Brian Galligan, 4. Stuart Gregory, 3. Keith Bell, 2. Darby Ross,
1. Bruce Brown.

By Sunday 8th August, when A Grade met Brothers in the second round, some changes had
been made and there was a new run-on team:

15. Brian Mclntyre, 14. Richard Miller, 13. Jim Creagh, 12. David Miller, 10. Graham laylor,
9. Norm Mayne, 8. Steve McRae, 7. Jules Guerasimoff, 6. Phil Kirby, 5. Keith Bell, 4. Paul
McNicholl, 3. Bruce Brown, 2. Darby Ross, 1. Brian Galligan.

Peter Vincent had returned to Reserve Grade and the run-on side against Brothers seconds
was:

27. Peter Vincent, 44. M. Scanlan, 37. M. Clarke, 46. M. Newbold, I O'Sullivan, 78. D.
Gore, 47. 1. Marshall, 18. A. May, 31. P Maloney, 21. 1. Powell, 30. R. Gregory, 23. M. White,
38. C. White, . Meaney, 39. ]. Hunter. This was close to Chilla’s run-on team for the Grand
Final.

Queensland Coach Bob Templeton was not confident of his team’s scrummaging ability in
the lead up to the match against the touring Springboks. The Boks had embarrassed the
Australian scrum in the Test on the previous weekend, so Bob decided that his charges would
need additional practice including some heavy work to meet the challenge. In what became
fairly normal practice during his coaching reign, Bob assembled the State team at St.Lucia to
undergo a scrummaging session against the Red Heavies pack, albeit bolstered by additional
outsiders as required.
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The pre-Bok sessions were undertaken under the guidance of Alec Evans whose knowledge and
expertise amazed even the more experienced State players. Alec joined in as the opposition
loose or tight head, depending on the particular exercise to be performed. Clad in tracksuit
and trackshoes he maintained perfect balance throughout, demonstrating to the assembled
front rowers just how they would need to control their bodies, and their feet in particular.

The Alec show was not limited to demonstrations as he packed and repacked countless
opposed scrums, guiding everyone in achieving the perfection he sought. By the end of his
practical sessions hardly a body muscle had not been tested to its full. The selected scrum
could now perform at unthought of limits — the front row now combined as a solid unit
capable of engaging their opponents at such low body heights that even the vaunted Boks
would be negated. And so it proved- the pack did concede one tight head but no more — a
fantastic effort, unmatched by any other team that opposed that Springbok team of 1971.

b
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Norm Mayne (Obscured) Steve Hartigan (with the ball)
Richard Miller (at the rear) v Teachers

The Annual QRU reports included the following points of interest:

Barbara Chamberlain was crowned Miss Rugby 1972 (and as the Red Heavy Newsletter was
to note later, Steve Hartigan was taking a keen interest in her — so much so that somewhat
later she became Mrs Barbara Hartigan.) The office bearers of the Queensland Country Rugby
Union included: Secretary, Mr R.Trivett and Treasurer, Mr A. Lethbridge — both of whom
were also delegates to the QRU.
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SUNDAY, JULY 25, 1971 SUMDAY, JULY 25, 1971
3.00 pom.—lst Grade: 1.45 p.m.—2Znd Grade:
UMNIVERSITY . EASTS UMIVERSITY ». EASTS
Refurwe: Mp. D, JOWETT Bebwins: Wy €. OXIMFORD
UNIVERSITY UMIVERSITY
Colitary Marppn, Maroos asd Sy Blues Sockal Il Maroes, Marnan aref Moy Blue Sockal
Fubi-bach Full-back
115} Brian MeINTYRE 1271 P, VINCENT
Tretd—quarfors Thye®  [2aar bers
(14} John CRUICE (12} David MILLER [44) M. SCANLAM i7T8} D. GORE
(13} Chailos WOODWARD 1170 Steve HARTIGAMN (50 L. MecMICHOL 1400 5. MORE
Frwe-xighity Habl-bayed | Five-gigirh: Hiatf -hack
110} Peter ROE (9} Mal THOMPSOM i%9) J. CREAGH i67h 1. MARSHALL
Farsardi: Forwards
18y Paul MeMICHOLL (40 Sruart GREGORY 1B A& MAY (237 M. WHITE
1\ Th Julos GUERASSIMOFF 13} Briam GALLIGAM [(21) T. POWELL [3By €, WHITE
161 Phil KIRBY (2} Darby ROSS 137! P. MALOMEY (314 J. MEAMEY
15) Steve McRAE i1 Kegith BELL 130 R. GREGORY {391 ). HUNTER
r. r.
EASTS
Cshsrn A1 Geokd Jarwry with [kis Collar and Monograns, Iy mﬁ
Blus Shoerte Fhe arxl Gald Heeged Socia) Catnirys Al Gold Jersey  with BRis Collar and  Monogram,
Mhee Sharts, Biue snd Cold Hooped Socke
Fuli-hack
{15} Jim STRATFORD Full tack:
115} 1. STRAMOD
Themt-duiarim
118) Ramald MACKAY 112} Bill RICHARDS Three-muarter
113} As GALBRAITH 111 Bl DALTON 14 M. McFHERSOM 112} G THOMAS
1131 L SCHIRMER 111 G MACKAYT
Fwa-aighth | Half-back
Fiee.mghih: Half Bk
(107 Rob MACHAY 181 John BREMMER (181 M. CAPELIN {8} D. GILLINGE
Formarif Forseamishy SO
i ER 14 R HRAMDIS 18] D, LEMA 4y D
D e e 137 Mal BREW {7} P. STEVEMS i3} 5 HOUKAMOU
iG] Anton TOLA {21 Pater FLANMERY {61 R. DAMIELS (2h J; LOTH
I8 lvan COOKE (10 Tam MicBATLLAMN i5) P, CARROLL (1 J. LEWIS
Ressved: 118) G Thomas, (17h M. Capelin, Reserves: 1160 T. Harmett, (17! R. Dimsan,
181 4. Lok, 119) 5 Houksmow, (180 B Orteway, (1% G Wansa,

By the look of these teams Mr Jowett and Mr Oxenford had their hands full, particularly with
Mal Brew at tighthead for Easts A Grade and former Club 1968 U19 fullback J. Strano in
Easts Reserve Grade.

Anti-Vietnam War protesters organise a dress rehearsal for
the forthcoming Springbok Tour
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g The Queensland

Rudby
" News

Vol 17, Me. 14

pﬂ'w_t {0 cants
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Editorial . . .

What Next?

ueenaland  complefed  their

SPRINGBOK  MATCHES

BALLYMORE

Queensland v. South Africa
Saturday, July 24

| *

%y (11, Junior Wallabies v. South Africa

Tuesday, July 27

2Znd TEST

Australia v. South Africa
Saturday, July 31

Ep\.l.ﬂ.ﬁnl'n T I|.'|-Iﬂ| A WiR oper
NS, Country and  hence an-
noxed the Walleby Trophy for the
f{nt time, This &5 also the firsi
time that the Moroons were un-
defeafed in the series.

A matter of greal nleresd noe
i ko many locals will Edin the
coveled  Gold fersey ogoina the
Spﬂ'.hglmh. New  South Fales
proved convineing winners in both
State clashes and will ilr'rrr.'irfp_- the
bulk af the Test fifteen. However,
some positions must stifl be wide
open,

At this stage it is kard jo azsess
the form of the tourists, plagued
i they are with demonstrators.
Australin certainly hurs “the  mui-
erial aml the musterneing of Des
Connor #n prove feugh opponents
Jor the warld r.'.ﬁmul.p[nm,,

for all sport...ABC~TV & RADIO

e e

Dneenslond’s  form  has  Deéen
,mn*h i Fecernd Eenred awened I'-'I‘ﬂ
seloctors may decide on some bold
expertments for the mateh againg
the Golden Bears, And ofter that
—the Bokas!

It appears eertain that there will
be incadents  during the  South
African visit here. It is up to the
whole Rupgby compunity - to rally
amd ke the tourists’ stoy here
a hospitebily tnd pleasant time!

BOKS'

The Springhoks bamt Westorn
Australia 44-18 in Perth last Sat-
||!r|]n.}' and Houth Aastralia 4500 in
Adalaide on Wedneaday night.

They are to play Sydpey in Syd-
niey next Tuesidsy sl New South
Wales in Sydney next Ssturday,

They then go to Orange, Cew-
trab-"West ."{.3.“'., ta pln_l,' N.EW.
Country on Tuesday, July 13

GAMES

The firse Test will be in Sydney
on Satunlay, Joly 17. The Spring
haks will then play A.C.T. in Can-
berea on July 21

Their fout-game visit to Quesns-
lnmd follows, with the Cuecnalamd
gnme nl BHallymors: on SlLurr.hl.y.
July 24, nnd the Sccond Test at
Ballymore on Saturdny, Jaly 21

The demonstrators who were plaguing the Springboks caused a dramatic change in their
schedule, and with the introduction of a State of Emergency in Queensland, the games
scheduled for Ballymore were played at the RNA Exhibition Ground.
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Queensland v Sydney 20th May 1971 - Ballymore

Stuart Gregory replaced the injured Barry Honan as Captain for this match, and David
Miller became the new inside centre.

3.00 pm— sﬂmm '_
QUEENSLAND . sm.ml AFRICA
Tuuch m#—q l. h-l. 4. Foraw

Keith Bell was selected ahead of David
Dunworth to partner Clubmates Bruce Brown
and lan (Darby) Ross, a new Red Heavies front
row combination, provided they survived the
Alec Evans School of Scrummaging at St Lucia.

SLAMD
s

Full-backc:

1151 Hm STRATFORD
Theso-gusier
(140 Jedt McLEAM (12 Dawid.
1131 David L'ESTRANGE (111 mqw:u
Fiva-amith: Halt-back

{105 Geo RICHARDSON (9] Mick BARRY

Formard:
{81 Mick FLYMH 141 Stuart r
() oo 13 bt
6]
15} Alan SKIMMER (13 m BELL

Ressrves: (161 Phil Dest, (17 David Rathie,
(18} Bob Woed, |19} Dave Dunweorth.

.

SOUTH AFRICA
iaknirt  Breeni

Fuall=bush :
1250 L. MeCALLUM

Thees-guasiar:

129) a,vmmm-rr:m P, CROMJE
1214 VILIOEM (19 J. JAMSEN

Fhen-gighth: Half-zach:
I8y P. WISAGIE (141 ). VILJOEN

Forwnrds

BATES {71 ). SPIES
lxl';} tll.l.ﬂ (1) 5 SAUERMAMNM
14) P. GREYLING 9] P. VAN WYK
161 J. WILLIAMS (12) H. MARAIS

{Capt.1

Fawrrves| Backs—124] T. Reux, |'I!! 0 Do Yen

qum» 10} R, Barmard, 131 T. Lawress

Saturday 24th July 1971 - Exhibition Ground
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1972

The Club won the Club Championship, but lost the A Grade Grand Final to GPS 18-23.
A Grade had defeated Teachers to earn a place in the Grand Final and Dick Marks had
generously assisted in coaching the backline in the week before the big game. Bob Ivers was
brought into the team in place of the more fancied Steve Cerutti to add height to the lineout.
GPS appeared to have it wrapped up when they led 20-0 just after halftime, but A Grade
fought back and drew up to 20-18. John Henderson scored twice, Bob Ivers and Bruce Brown
also scored, but Gary Pearson’s kicking boot was astray. Nevertheless, Ashley Girle’s halftime
talk appeared to have done the trick and the team had worked its way back into the match.
A field goal from over halfway by GPS fullback Lloyd Graham gave his team the boost they
needed to hang in for their first title in eleven years. Third Grade, coached by Eric Anning,
won its Premiership. Brothers U19 led by Paul McLean defeated the Club’s Colts led by
Mark Loane after Uni U19 had defeated Mark Oberhardt’s GPS in the Preliminary Final.
Brothers also won a controversial Under 18 Grand Final 11-8. On fulltime, the Referee ruled
a forward pass after Bill Bruce had raced away for what appeared to be the winning try. The
U18 B team lost its Grand Final to Wests 0-12.

A Grade - Runners-up (defeated by GPS):

15. G. Pearson, 14. P Batch, 13. D. Miller, 12. ]. Creagh, 11. R. Miller, 10.S. Hartigan, 9. N. Mayne,
8. R. Ivers, 7. J. Guerassimoff, (c), 6. M. Talbot, 5. P McNicholl, 4. K. Bell, 3. J. Wilson, 2. I. Ross,
1. B. Brown. Reserves: 16. J. Henderson, 17.S. Cerutti, 18. . Meaney, 19. A. Clark, 20. 1. Marshall.
Coach: A. Girle.

......... ..,.............._nr.:,_,.-.l

THE RUGBY UNION GRAND FINAL

1972 Pre Grand Final A Grade Squad

Back row:  Steve Cerutti, Richard Miller, Bob Ivers, Paul McNichol, Keith Bell, Bruce Brown,

David Miller.

Centre row: Gary Pearson, Jim Creagh, Jim Meaney, Darby Ross, Max Clark, John Henderson,
Pat Batch.

Front row:  Mick Talbot, Norm Mayne, Jim Wilson, Jules Geurassimoff, lan Marshall, Keith
Jennings.
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Ups and downs
of football..
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The wps and dowss of &
career . . . University Rugby Union e
back in tﬂi-lllll’ prar to the shwrf |
seaion in April, Supporting fellow
of the team are | left to ri I Jim
Pefey Maloncy, end Wallaby prep,
Brown, On thoulders {left ta right} o
Talbat, John Hendermon and Jim

1972 A Grade Grand Final — Jim Wilson on the burst — Frank O’Callaghan’s report
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1972 Paddy Batch breaks down the hill touch line v Brothers

Third Grade - Premiers (defeated GPS 9-6):

15. W Morrow, 14. 1. Dunn, 13. H. Stack, 12. D. Harpham, 11. D. Cooper, 10. M. O’Brien,
9. G. Holt, 8. M. Mackle, 7. G. Smith, 6. R. Pearson, 5. R. Goodmanson (Capt), 4. G. Lyons,
3. A. Palmer, 2. R. Bryce, 1. A. McDonald/]. Sexton. Coach: E. Anning.

Fourth Grade - Runners-up (defeated by GPS 3-8):

Backs: 15. £ McKeown, 14. G. Mules, 13. D. Fredrickson, 12. G. Maber, 11. T. Graham,
10. P Roe, 9. J. Weinholz. Forwards: 8. S. McRae, 7. K. Stevens, 6. J. Clouston, 5. M. Hughes,
4. T Tobin, 3. P Watson, 2. H. Shand, 1. D. Lang. Reserves: W. Sheehan, J. Fitzgerland,
R. Landsberg, C. Coford, D. Waltisbubl.

U-19 - Runners-up (defeated by Brothers 7-13). The U19 Grand Final team:

15. Des Whiteside, 14. Tony Wong, 13. Frank Tomlinson, 12. Mick Lennon, 11. Rob Gow,
10. Rod Hall 9. Mick Tully, 8. Mark Loane, 7. Rob Sweeney, 6. Bill Malouf, 5. Tom Clarke,
4. Peter McMeniman, 3. Guy Waterman/Keith Muller, 2. Trevor Hoskin, 1. Peter Agarn/Cam
Davidson. Coach: Chilla Wilson.
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U-18 - Runners - up, (defeated by Brothers 8-11):

Mark Stower, Mark Welsh, Jerome Dowling, Danny Broad, Greg Howland, Steve Wilson,
Mark OSullivan, Gary Donovan, David Wood, Peter Myers, Pat Creagh, Garry Greer,
James McKeown, Billy Bruce, Peter O’Hare, Phil Cook, Mark Smithers, Rob Tuffley
Charlie Miller and Dave Patterson. Coach: Norbert Byrne.

1972 - Peter O'Hare U18A

MARKS BAGK
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1972 Bruce Brown menaces
Dick Marks at State training
before the Southern Tour

In his seventy-fourth and last game for Queensland, Jules
Guerassimoff at the age of 32 led the Maroons to a stirring 24-4
win over NSW. In a most satisfying way Dick Marks also played
his last game for Queensland, the only time he had played in a
team that defeated NSW. Bruce Brown was picked to tour New
Zealand and played in two Tests. Paddy Batch had made his
debut earlier against NSW Country. Paddy got the first try and
Queensland won 18-0. Jim Meaney (from Reserve Grade), Gary
Pearson and John Cruice also made their debuts for Queensland
in 1972.

Intervarsity was held in
Newcastle and the hosts
provided outstanding
I hospitality. ~ Bob ~ Bryce

coordinated the tour and
his early planning is evident
from the Club newsletter.
Dick Goodmanson managed
to squeeze several others,
including Bob, into his
Renault 12 — and drove
down, as did Chris Francis in
his mother’s Fiat Bambino.
James Bell also managed to
transport unknown numbers
in his ute, while the Puppies,
Bill Bruce, Charles Miller,
David Wood and Steve
Wilson travelled in cattle
class with NSW Railways
under the close supervision
of Tony Clarke and Jim
Meaney. The tour party
included already notable
party animals Chris Carney,
Jeff Holt, Mike Scanlan — he
of the grey vest, disco and
concussion fame - Phil Byth,

and as mentioned, Manager
Robert (B. E) Bryce. There

were others whose attendance was remarkable at times but
similarly forgettable on most occasions, to protect not only
the innocent but themselves. An exception to this was that
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extravagant product from Union College, Michael Tully, whose capacity to spend a penny
was simply uncanny. Nonetheless, the dedication of the side to the competition, the touring
delights of the Pokolbin vineyards, their collective wonderment at the drinking prowess of
Newcastle’s mentor Brian (Boxhead) O’Shea, a masterfully faultless rendition of Eskimo
Nell, and the recruitment skills of Robbie (at the time Newcastle’s most eligible bachelor)
Wilkinson led to some prodigious displays on and off the paddock, resulting in the Club’s
reinstatement to First Division for the next Intervarsity.

A relatively unknown highlight of the tour was the remarkable odyssey of the intrepid train
travellers. All details of the train journey were classified Top Secret after the event, and
a recent Freedom of Information request was heavily censored. Suffice to say there were
tantalising glimpses of a pretty girl, an illegal feline passenger, a frustrated Train Conductor,
lights being turned off, a stand off, an Intervarsity Martial Arts champion to the rescue, and a
comprehensive wine tasting event coming home. Much more fun than chugging along over
the mountains in a Fiat Bambino.

1973

Paul McNicholl was elected as the new Club President, and Tom Clouston as Secretary. The
records don’t reveal who had the unenviable task of Treasurer. Commencing its unheralded
descent into a rather dim period the Club managed to reach a new low, with only one team,
Reserve Grade, winning a Premiership, defeating Brothers in the Grand Final.

With the return of Jules to the starting side most pundits favoured the Club to win the
Preliminary Final against GPS. Unusually, even some of the press expected a Uni-Brothers
Grand Final (see Wayne Smith’s article later). Even when A Grade had lost the Preliminary
Final, the Club still had the Reserve, Third, and Fourth Grades contesting Grand Finals,
and members and supporters’
expectations  remained  high.
On Grand Final day, despite _
the Reserves celebrations, other — s
Club members could only watch ~ ["hee el B o iy % Dev
as Brothers downed GPS 20-10  Brisietos " e, B Om

in the A Grade Grand Final after 2111 nicas e AP, s
both our Thirds and Fourths lost.
Also, in another surprising result

the U 19s lost to GPS by 3 points. e Ropm

Undefeated coming into their = deir e e, Do Wl

Grand Final, and strengthened sy e

from the previous years UI8 " sy & :

team with new players such as Lo Tommis B g :l-f}: '__: Loca
Brian MacNish and Jon Wagner, |§I-|.‘:I_-;..' Longn Mr. P, Brand Mes M, Burnbods
the Colts had been regarded as Lo I :

pretty much a sure thing under
the guidance of Norbert Byrne.
The U18s were eliminated in the
Preliminary Final.

Both Mark Loane and Jim Wilson
played their debut games for

Queensland in 1973 1973 Member Clubs of the UQ Sports Union and their office bearers
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202:

By WAYNE SMITH

they will go out of meit'
way to stop Richardson,”
saild Teachers coach
Trevar Lovell. “He can
handle himself and their
attempts to gﬂlt him will
OpENl Up gaps elsewhere,”
In spite of Richardzon
however, Easts should
start favorites. They
have the forwards o win
it, and obviously will at=
templ. to  concentrate
there. Now that
Fluﬁe and the injured
centre Rob Mackay have
been omitted, Ensis
back-line has taken on a
defensive appearance,

University, on the sec-
ond line of premiership
famrlusm behind Bmth=

go into  Sunday
.sr_-mi Tighting: not tml.'ir
GES but the doo hold
GPS have recently been
ahle to pug over them,

GPS have bealen Uni
at thelr last five engoun-
ters, star!?iiir;z with bfjfﬁ';.]i
corresponding  semi
encounter last year. Ad-
mittedly, in two of those
five malches Unlversity
were dep by repre-

sentative  commitments,
but it still iz a stzeable
accomplishment by GPS
and one which they will
defenid on Sunday.

With half-back Peler
MeBarron and back-ro-
wer  Ian Whittle = both
clea.rad to plnﬁ GPS are

shren and will
helﬂ virtually ‘the same
side which m.ughn Uni-

versity unprepared in the
second-half of their
mateh last week-end and
raced away to record &
13-4 victory.

Few changes have bean
made to the University
side Bimer, but  one
stands out as particularly
glgnificant.  Breakaway
and captain Jules Gue-
rassimoff returns to the
side after a three-week
absence because of injury
—and immediately Uni-
versitys stocks have be-
gun to elimb.

Hdemleads by example,
an e passing years —
he's not too keen to re-
veal how many — have
done nothing dull his
keen ball sense,

Although It's been
proved time and again —
mtmeahlg'gjn last :,rear's
Uni - Grand Final
— that a team of “stars”
need not necessarily win
olit over a sound, buat un-
spectacular tunm. Uni-
versity should start fa-
vorites because of their
advantage man - for -
A,

Any team which can
contain Gue off,
Mark Loane, eith Bell,
Jim" Meaney, the Miller
borhters, Jim Creagh
and the halves Gory
Pearsnn and Eitm_ra Hart-
ﬁan deserves meet

therz for the r‘]ght-
flny in the Grand Final

3 doubtful whether
GPS are that team.

Presidents of Athletics, Russ Duigan
and the Boat Club, Johnathan Ricketts
were also UQFC members.

A Grade - Preliminary Finalists
(defeated by GPS 13-16):

15. J. Henderson, 14. D. Whiteside,

13. J. Creagh, 12. D. Miller,
11. R Mille, 10. S. Hartigan,
9. G. Pearson, 8. M. Loane,

7. J. Guerassimoff (c), 6. M. Talbor,
5. K Bell, 4. R Ivers, 3. R Ayres,
2. J. Meaney, 1. J. Wilson. Coach:
Ashley Girle. Scorers: D. Cooper 1 try,
R. Miller 1 try, penalty, conversion.

Reserve Grade -
Brothers 22-17):

Premiers (defeated

Backs: 15. F McKeown, 14. D. Whiteside,
13.J. Goldston, 12. P Roe, 11. D. Cooper,
10. C. Carney, 9. J. Holr. Forwards:
8. G. Smith, 7. P Kirby, 6. 1. Powell,
5. 8. McRae, 4. R. Gregory, 3. C. Ayres,
2. R Bryce, 1. H. Dunnett. Coach:
Leo Williams. Scorers: D. Whiteside,
D. Cooper tries, F McKeown 2 penalty
goals, 2 conversions and 1 penalty try.

Third Grade - Runners-Up (defeated by Brothers 8-24):

Backs: 15. T Clewert, 14. A. Clarke, 13. 1. Graham, 12. D. Gore, 11. R. McMurray,
10. P Byth, 9. N. Mayne, 18. 1. Dunn. Forwards: 8. M. Newbold, 7. M. Mackle, 6. W, Heatley,
5. R McNicholl, 4. H. Shand, 3. ]. Moffat, 2. ]. Walker, 1. J. Harrington. Coach: John Wolfe.
Scorers: P Byth, 1. Dunn tries.

Fourth Grade - Runners-up (defeated by Brothers 3-7):

Backs: 15. /. Wolfe, 14. T. Dunn, 13. R. Raven, 12. H. Stack, 11. J. Chandler, 10. M. Tully,
9. G. Bird. Forwards: 8. J. Marlay, 7. D. Moore, 6. P Maloney, 5. J. Shand, 4. M. Hugbes,
3. C. White, 2. T. Hosking, 1. R Watson. Coach: 1. Clouston. Scorers: J. Wolfe Penalty.

U19A - Runners-up (defeated by GPS 4-7)

15. K. Carmody, 14. M. Pearce, 13 W. Bruce, 12. D. Patterson, 11. C. Cutler, 10 P Creagh,
9. P Myers, 8. K. Lovert, 7. G . Donovan, 6. J. Wagner, 5. S. Wilson, 4. C. Miller, 3. B. MacNish,
2. M. Welsh, 1. K. Weller. Reserves: D. Wood, G. Howland, L. McGuire, M. Smithers and
Chris Cutler. Coach: Norbert Byrne.
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19B - Runners-up (defeated by Souths 0-15):

15. R Tuffley, 14. P Webb, 13. A. Williamson, 12. P George, 11. J. Bayly 10. P Barlow
9. M. Smithers (c) 8. R. Perry 7. K. Drinan 6. G. Osborne 5. G. Howland 4. I. Langusch,
3. H Cathelss 2. D. Wood, 1. M. Stower. Reserves: J. Phillips G. Moran.
Coach: Adrian Booth.

U18 - Preliminary Finalists (defeated by Premiers, Brothers):

From this team six players were selected for Qld U18 to play NSW U18 as the curtain
raiser to the Australia v Tonga Test at Ballymore: Don Clarke, Michael Sexton, M. Henderson,
R. Guerala, Charles Miller and Tom McEniery. Future Uni players and State Reps
Duncan Hall and Bill McDonnell were selected from Brothers. Coach: David Ivory.
Captain: Charlie Elliott.

Brothers won the Doughty Shield from GPS, with the Uni Club shaded to third place, seven
points behind GPS.

Intervarsity
Division A — Manager: Bob Bryce. Coach: Peter Roe.

On 21st July the Annual Uni Club Ball was held at the National Hotel on the Saturday
night after Queensland had recorded its historic draw with the New Zealand Ranfurly Shield
holders, North Auckland. Four late arriving guests included the exuberantly celebrating
Queensland Caprain Dick Cocks, who took the opportunity to entertain on an unattended
piano. With his own composition of “Queensland beat New South Wales” Dick enthralled
one of his companions, National selector, Bob Templeton but his other late arrivals, John
Bain and Bob Barry, the other National selectors, did not appear to be so amused. Tempo
did not appear to be amused either when he spied some other Ball attendees celebrating the
Queensland effort. On the Sunday morning when those attendees arrived at Ballymore to
play in the special invitational rematch Bob was decidedly grumpy with his charges for the
match. Despite their early arrival and chirpy postures, Tempo greeted each in turn with an
extremely curt —“You're late!”

The year marked the arrival of a player who would leave a lasting impression on world Rugby.
Even at eighteen Mark Loane made a huge impact, and his powerful running and crushing
defence saw his selection for Queensland and Australia. Mark was selected for his Test debut
eighteen days short of his nineteenth birthday, and Australia won the First Test against Tonga
30-12 in Sydney. After the Wallabies lost the Second Test in Brisbane 11 -16 the Southern
media laid the blame for the loss on his performance, and accordingly he was dropped. He
was not selected for the Wallaby tour of England and Wales, but won back his jersey for the
series against the All Blacks the following year. He went on to become the Queensland and
Australian Captain, and has been recognised as one of the greatest No 8s Rugby has ever seen.
During his time furthering his medical studies in Durban, he played for Natal, the Junior
Springboks, and the SA Barbarians. In 1980 he captained the Barbarians against the British
Lions and scored a brilliant try, running thirty metres and swerving past Lions fullback Andy
Irvine. It was described in the South African press as “the best ever scored by a forward in
any class of football.” Paddy Batch was also emerging as a star, scoring three barnstorming
tries in Queensland’s 27-19 win over NSW at Ballymore. Batch, a barrel-chested Vet. Science
student, was very fast for his size and extremely hard to tackle, as Waratah fullback Russell
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Fairfax discovered. Not always a keen trainer, Batch was nevertheless a matchwinner, as Mark
Loane recalls:

“We played a Test in Argentina when we used Batchie like our heavy artillery. We had good field
position, so we called him up on the blind side of a scrum and I took it off the back and gave it to
him about ten metres out. Although they knew whatr we were doing they just couldn’t stop him.
Only Batchie could have scored that try, which sealed the win for us. He had massive thighs and
very supple hips, so he was extremely hard to bring down. But he never liked training and would
come up with all kinds of excuses ro get out of the tough stuff Billy Alvers dished out.

One night at Uni I saw him slipping away into the shadows and asked if he was OK — I thought
he might be injured. He simply said: “T've just realised the more I train, the worse I play — so I
thought 1d stop training.” This was a revolutionary idea. For the past one hundred years we had
all trained in the belief that it made you fitter and thus better equipped for the rigours of the sport.
So I told our Coach, Bruce Brown, that wed better lay off Batchie if we wanted to get the best out
of him. He never let us down. I remember one State game against NSW where he scored three tries
and broke Russell Fairfax’s shoulder. He was a bit like Dougie Walters — you would never leave
him out because he could be a matchwinner. As Jack Gibson said — a good defensive team can get
you to a Grand Final but it takes those one or two special players to win it for you. ”

1973 A Grade Preliminary
Final — Jim Creagh, Lloyd
Graham (GPS), Richard
Miller and Mick Talbot

1973 A Grade Minor
Semifinal v Easts Jules
Guerassimoff (Tackling),
John Forbes (Referee),
John Sexton and Mark
Loane
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David Miller

Side step

Is