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Following in the footsteps of pioneering authors
such as Jules Verne and H. G. Wells, the 20th cen-
tury saw a boom in science fiction literature. In
1920, Czech author Karel Capek published his fa-
mous play R. U. R. Rossum’s Universal Robots, in
which the term “robot” was coined. In places such
as Germany, France, Italy and Scandinavia, uto-
pian and technologically-oriented novels and no-
vellas began to gain favor with readers, describing
fantastical inventions and trips to the stars and be-
yond. Meanwhile, in the United States, Hugo
Gernsback, editor of the monthly magazine Science
and Invention, began to conceive of a publication
that would exclusively feature science fiction tales,
which he initially labeled as “scientifiction”. This
led to the founding of Amazing Stories in 1926, al-
beit Gernsback was soon faced with a shortage of
authors. For its first nine issues, Amazing Stories
contained reprints of classic stories from the likes
of Verne, Wells and Edgar Allan Poe, supplemented
by more modern works from writers such as Edgar
Rice Burroughs and Abraham Merritt, both of
whom were already publishing their works in pulp
magazines.
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Hpril, 1926 25 Cents Only in subsequent years did Amazing Stories fea-
J ture a new generation of writers. In 1928, Jack Wil-
S liamson, whose career as a science fiction writer
= : would span three-quarters of a century, published
his first story in the magazine. A year earlier,
Amazing Stories featured a story by David
H. Keller, one of the pioneers of early technological
“scientifiction”. However, the very first writer in
this wave is the now largely forgotten Miles
J. Breuer. His story “The Man with the Strange
Head”, featuring a dead man stuck in a still opera-
tional human-like machine, was published by
Gernsback in the January 1927 issue — as soon as
the serialization of Wells’ The First Men in the Moon
concluded.

Breuer was born in Chicago, studied in Texas, be-
came a doctor, lived in Nebraska and died in Los
Angeles. At the turn of the 1920s and 30s, Breuer’s
readers viewed this author, who was supposedly
“discovered” by Gernsback, as a major star of the
science fiction genre. However, Breuer’s career as
a writer did not begin with Amazing Stories.
Rather, his first genre story in English had already
been published almost two decades prior. Indeed,
writing as “Miloslav” — the Czech version of his
name — Breuer had already published numerous

. o : stories also in the Czech language (which were sub-
%mwffﬁtg@smm sequently published in Efglisgh in early science

i cﬂﬂg Dr-Milesl Brener ~~ fiction magazines).
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Czech Background

During the second half of the 19th century, the
United States became a kind of Promised Land to
hundreds of thousands of immigrants from Central
Europe. By the end of that century, the “largest
Czech city” in the world essentially became Chi-
cago. For it was here that 150,000 Czechs settled.
But even by the turn of the 20th century, Chicago
Czech immigrants often struggled to overcome lan-
guage and cultural barriers. But Karel (Charles/
Chas) H. Breuer (1866-1946) was an exception to
this rule.

Karel H. Breuer left his native Czech lands at the
age of ten, and ended up studying medicine in the
US —which represented a rare success story among
Czechs of the time. Despite making his living as a
doctor, Breuer was also an active member of Czech
Chicago’s literary and journalistic communities.
During this period, the number of qualified and ed-
ucated Czechs living in the US was relatively small,
while the number of community periodicals was
conversely high. This meant that Karel H. Breuer
had considerable space to offer his services editing
and translating existing German-language and
English-language novels and short stories into
Czech. It wasn’t long, however, before Breuer be-
gan contributing his own works — beginning with
journalistic pieces on illnesses and their respective

DR, K, H. BREUER.

DUCH CASU.

INovweorodni darel.
Povidka 2 proskofrancowsskd villky,  Prelofil Karel H. Brouer,

1.

Kofdr, tudend dvéma bujnimi ofl, nn jehod kosliku se-
déli koti a sluba v zelenyeh liveejich, jel ryehle jednoho let-
niho odpoledoe starfm méstem  Saint-Jean-Sur-Loir,  Celid
ekypid ale byla pondkud jiE sefld, cof nasvidéovalo, fo jeji
majitelé nevididnon prilifngm jménim. Tmavé tizkd alicky
tohoto mésta byly dnes ploy Evota; velké ndmiésti phed ka-
thedrilon bylo prepinéno rozlién$mi vozy, koddry, elegantni-
mi ekypizemi a deftniky, pod nimiz =se aokrfvali obyvateld,
mésta pled palfredmi paprsky slunefnimi. Na Sirokveh
stupnich kathedrdly stdli dva pdnoyé v bilfeh vestdeh, majiee
téE dedtniky v rukou, #ivé rozklidajice rozéilendmn mnodstvl
o poslednich nddlostech v PaffEi—o modnosti villky, neb dnes
byl den virodniho trho v mésteiku. Bylo to v prenim tfdnu
Cervence 1570,

Y kofdru sedély dtyry odoby: plednf misto zanjimala
stard, ndpadnd bledd dima, éerné odéna, podle nif seddl stursi
jii wvenkovsky abbé, kterd bex ustdni k ni hovofil a naproti
timto sedfll dva mladi mufovd, velmi eleganind odéni, tak
ie 8o gdilo, jako by byli pripraveni na néjakou venefenon nd-
vitévu neb slavnost.  Jeden z téchto mladfeh pinh se zddl
bt jaksl sddumdéivim a smutnfm. Adkollv byl velmi pii-
jemného zevnéjiku, Ie se témér hezkym zvilti mohl, nebyl
daleko tak phjemnt jako jeho bratr, kterd se stdle nsmival a
nékdy i zafertoval. Snad byly fertv jeho dediddivé anch zlo-
myslnd, ale tolik jest jisto,#e se ratru jeho nikternk nelibily,
neb se stdval &m ddle tim zasmudilejim, temny mrak vy-
yetdval na dele jeho aodpovidal muo stdle Hdéeji. Ko pikladu,
Yot neatftALRIE mdmsdat-frm

it Falt and foa ranngd na- cbtsnnniss |

Ludvik, bratr Kueliv, kdyZ byli pravé minuli galicadu, v iz
hirdln hindba fdryvek & néjaké nejnoviéjal opery.

o VElYE budeme pak mit penfze,”” pravil Karel mrzuté,
Honn mide 2t kde i peeje a jd také — J4 buda Eit, kde si
budu pist.”

WMide téE bit, fe se i bude v Mesnilu lépe 1ibit mef v
mieste,”

yodit myslim #e ne,  Jd tosim, e by radéji #la v Tron-
ville a Biarritzu, s malfmi plestdvkimi v Patidi. Cim hezti
je, thm budn raddi, Sm méné ji bodu vidétt, tim SCastndjiim
bindu.  Osoba, Kterd by s ndmi chtéla bydleti na nasgem stat-
kn, osoba, vyehovand panem Duvalem, jest nestald o nevydreil
dlothio na jednom mistd.'” '

wan Duval jest dobrym katolikem; jest to BEidng aviing
muf,  Ji se oldviim, 2o jest sledna spife toze viZnon,” pra-
vil Ludyik.

W e, e v tomto pripadu byeh ji nikdy za mandelkn ne-
pojal,” pravil Karel, hrabeé z Mesnilu.

Ludvik se jen usmival, byl jiZ na mrzaton povahu svéhio
bratrn zvyklym. Mreelo ho to téZ, #e jest bratr jeho pofid
tak zusmudilym o miduméivim, piece se ale smil jeho vy-
sttednostern.  Tento nbohy Karel byl jednim z nejpEicinli-
véjiich mladfeh studentd Francie. On byl pro své studie
tuze zanjat, #a nemyslel na nic jiného a zlobil se kdyi byl ze
aviho dumiini vytrhovim svim veselfm bratrem. Pakli ne-
byl #gahloubdn ve svich knihdeh, zajisté bys jej byl nalezl na
nékterd ze stinngeh pédinek  domdeiho parku, neb v lese ko-
lem zdmku se prostirajicim,. Obyéejnd nosil na ramend ruénici
ale nikdy nie nerastrelil. 1T vecoer abvoeing sp nrobral wa
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cures. Such publication continued even after
Breuer worked full-time as a medical practitioner,
leading to self-penned books such as Nemoce
koriské (Horse Illnesses, 1899), Domacti léceni (Home
Medical Treatment, 1908) and Zdravovéda (Hy-
giene, 1923). Additionally, the doctor-turned-writer
also authored travelogue articles. For example, a
1914 trip to the Czech lands led to Vzpominky
z cesty po Evropé (Reflections on a Journey Through
Europe) published a year later.

Over the ensuing years, Breuer’s Czech wife
Barbora gave birth to four children, of which one
died tragically young. Having been brought up as
proud Czechs propagating national culture and tra-
ditions, the remaining three siblings all followed in
their father’s footsteps, becoming a mix of doc-
tor-artist-authors. Czech-American periodicals of
the day suggest that LibuSe (Libbie) Breuer (later
married as Scholten), translated dozens of Czech
stories, poems and stage plays into English, com-
prising works by authors such as EliSka
Krasnohorska and Julius Zeyer, as well as translat-
ing certain American prose into Czech. Meanwhile,
son Roland G. Breuer, who would often play piano
at Czech cultural functions, also translated several
pearls of Czech poetry into English, for example
passages from LeSetinsky kovar (The LeSetin Black-
smith) by Svatopluk Cech. However, in terms of the
history of Czech-American literature, it was their
brother Miloslav (Miles) J. Breuer who would play
the greatest role.

OMAHA SANITARIUM

Soukromy Cesky lélebal astav a nemoculce.

Toka jesi sodkromd datavy, kde naleEnda ne-
modnh krajnnd, evlddid £, erpici chronickfmi
nemocsm| pohodind domiel mopstteni o do-
tird ofettenl. PHJimnji sn nemocnd trpich re-
mnilsnem, =ogchaiiml, oemocaml Enludka,
sthow, ardes, obl, oil, posu & krko, chudokrey-
nowtl, depslimil Bomdaenm], aervoviml nemdo-
ceml atd, Nakallivd nemoon, pevylédiielnd
plpady, seb pemocnl 8 cdporniml nemocemi
so nopM]lmajl Osisnv ol Mool k Hloni po-
moel pHeoeeniel prostfedi b, ko jost vode
vo vioch spbsobovh, elokitns, muil. X pa-

sy ntd, Coskd kuchynd, PHjemod poko-
!th:y pro nemovnd, bose citl Jako domes o=
Enzy = venkova s8 ochotnd medpovidali. Ne-
maeni @ mista mohon sl dochdzet] do dstava
e bdeni TEL. A 1197

Dr. Karel H. Breaer, fiditel.
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Tirios Jedt prooi feakd nemoonices v Amerioe n nemoenl jsou poctivd u Joved ob-
sloulenl, Jak lze dokdast maohs sty dosvédieniml

O podrobioost] sdresu)te os Mdltels:
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Life and Studies

Miloslav J. Breuer was born on 3 January 1889 in
Chicago. His family soon left Illinois for Nebraska —
the US state with the highest number of
Czech-Americans. It was here, in the city of Crete,
where Karel H. Breuer set up his medical practice.
For first-generation European immigrants, a doc-
tor who spoke their native language was some-
thing of a godsend. Indeed, Breuer’s practice
advertised itself as being Czech and bought ads in
local Czech-language publications - the very publi-
cations for which he would also write his
medical-themed articles.

Miles (which is what Miloslav was called in
America) was already a successful student in high
school, where he was regarded as a talented poet,
albeit writing in English. During the 1910s, the fam-
ily moved to another Czech immigrant stronghold,
namely the state of Texas. Miles studied chemistry,
physics and mathematics in Austin. In 1909, he also
began to assist in Czech-language studies, estab-
lishing the “Cechie” club along with four fellow stu-
dents of Czech origin. The club offered lectures and
readings of literary works, and would last beyond
the Second World War.
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Nba were mairisd on
trip o mads Ghedr bomss In thls ciiy.

They had a hand in winning W;r';i W"’ﬂ:' I...

How many of these men do
voui know T They were the ones
who made up a portion of the

A. E. F. of World war 1. and
the photos show them as they
looked in those days.
One of these men is a doctor.
Anocther |s the president of
the Lincoln community chest.

\

) unddh-r- ¢ recrnily relamsd frem (=i wedding

busi-

One i# in the cleaning
ness

One runs a poal hall.

You ean hardly miss guessing
the one who means so much to
the Lincoln recreation system.

And that man with the black-
est hair is now about the grayest
of the local legal fraternity.

Miles J. Breuer was the first Czech to gain a Mas-
ter’'s degree at the University of Texas. He soon
moved to Chicago, spending several years studying
at Rush Medical College, regarded as one of the best
medical schools in the country, gaining a degree in
1915. In the meantime, the family returned to Ne-
braska, where father Karel H. Breuer ultimately
opened a number of Czech hospitals in Crete,
Omaha and later also in Lincoln. After his studies,
Miles married Julia Strejc, a fellow American-born
Czech. Like Miles, Julia was an active supporter of
Czech cultural life among the immigrant commu-
nity and would go on to become a well-known
member of the Nebraska social scene. Miles
]J. Breuer’s medical career was interrupted for two
years by the US’s entry into the First World War. In
1917, Breuer enlisted in the army, and was posted
to a field hospital in France. During this time, Miles’
experience as a doctor led him to begin to write his
first medical-themed papers. In the 1920s father
Karel H. Breuer, along with sons Roland and Miles
built a medical facility in Omaha that boasted
advanced equipment and a quality laboratory.

DR, MILOSLAY J. BREUER,

Juk ji pred mésieem jsme ozndmili,
dokondenn byl organisace prvdé -
kladni nemoenice (base hospital),
stiitu Nebra-
sky a élepovd Jeji 11. biezna odegeli
ku praktickémn vievikn do tibora
Riley v Knnsasu, Persondl je rozda-
len na nékolik odbori a sice edbor o-
peracni, odbor vmitroieh oemoei, lo-
boratof, zubolékatsky, zisobovael od-
bor a odbor pohrobnieky., Vrehnim
nifelnikem nemoeniee je Dr. Stokes,
kterf mi distojenstvi majora. Ri-

ditelem operndénilio wldéleni je major
v, Hull 2 Omahy, a Fiditelem odbo-
rm voitEnich nemoei jo major Dr. B,

L. Bridges z Omahy, a Fiditelem la-

boratofe je Liest. Dr, Rowe = Lin-
- rud : ia AanZi Maskhft

e

men so

An one of these six
admirably put it

“After looking at these pic-
tures, showing the way we all

looked then, I'm not at all sur-
prised the Germans ran from
us"” (See key at bottom aof

page.)




Early Writings

Even during his studies in Texas, Miles ]J. Breuer
was already partaking in literary-oriented activi-
ties, writing a number of stories for the university
magazine. Among these was “The Stone Cat”,
which was later published in Czech in the maga-
zine Bratrsky véstnik (Fraternal Herald), and two
decades later published in Amazing Stories. 1909
also saw publication of Breuer’s hitherto oldest
documented professionally published short story
“The Adventures of the Bronze Mahadeva”. Pub-
lished in (the today very rare) pulp magazine 10
Story Book, the story was also reprinted by various
small local papers across the US. From this time,
Breuer’s only translations from Czech to English
have also been unearthed - namely a poem by
Vitézslav Halek and a story by FrantiSek Herites;
furthermore, a preserved university yearbooks
published during his study in Texas also features a
number of short poems written in English.

Hamenna kkodlkin,
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Povidka od dra. Miloslava J. Breuera. E
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Cetli Jste o tvrdfeh &eskfeh palicfeh. Uddlosti o
nich? jste &etli, mély za jeviité pldu CGeskoun, a za kKulisy
chalupy nékteré Zeské vesnice. J4. jeni jsem Efeskou vlast
nikdy nespatfil, budu vyprivéti o tvrdé Zeské paliel v
dobé drené pitomnosti, v nesmirném modernim mésté
bzudicim obchodem a védou; a nebudoun v ném sedlici a
panfmfimy, n¥br¥ Hdé, jif méli mysle cvitené a ruce ob-
ratné ve svdm cboru pokrodfilé védy, a Zili zplsoby a zvy-
ky wvzdélané a sloZitéd spolednosti,

Myslim, #e v den, kdy ukazoval doktor Blafek mné
a mladému Koenigovi kamennou kofku, bylo posiedné co
jsem spolu s Koenigem navitivil laboratof, a viilbec napo-
sledy, co jsem Koenlga viddl. Jak jsme oteviell dvére,
na odpovéd' dra. Blazka nafemu zaklepdnf, ohlfZel jsem
#s po velké, Jjasndé svitniel, mnebot mi nijak ne-
chtéla pripadat znimou a viedni. M&la vzevien! vezduZnosti
a svitlosti, se tipytem slunce na nestislnfch sklenénfch
viefch a lesklém kovu riznfch barev. Koenigovy off viak
rychle pfelétly svétnici a stanuly na druhém koned,
kde pracovala slefna Viasta, nebot obylejné kdy: jsme
na3ll dra. BlaZka pracujictho ve své laboratofi, jeho dee-
ra Vlasta mu pom#&hala,

Méla na sobd sbiranou zéstérku s ohronutfmi rukdvy;
slunce vrhalo lehk$ odlesk s jejich hnddfch vlasid, a jak
byla nahnuta nad stolkem s ofima sklopenfma nad svou
praci, plebirajic jemnfm dotknutfm bilfeh prstd tenké,
pavudind podobné parafinové stuhy, byla skutelnd pilvab-
nou Minervou mezi tfpyifeimi se sklenlcemi a nfistroji.
Kdy: $sme vesli, zvedla ofi a spatfivie Koeniga, kynula
mu na prozdrav. Koenig vihal, ohlédl se po svétniel, a
konedndé ndsledoval mne ke stolu, u néhoif seddl u price
dr. Bla%ek. Doktor nfis roztrZité pozdravil, vyzval aby-
chom se posadili, a pracoval dile. Vyndéval kapacimi
trubidkami tmavé tekutiny rizofch odstind z fad zkou-
mavek a kapal je na fervené kusy, podebné syrovému ma-
gu, na Petri-misti€kach, naled tyto zfernaly a scvrkly se,
a plchal do nich zubatou jehlou. U lokte mu stdl drobno-
hled, a vedle n&j poznfmkovd knfika s nesrozumitelnfmi

ba fellow Lolonged fe Ch8 brosd of

Mahadina Fame M. | irmpla mblers, and had come i g
ecmmtomer misl BOougdl S0 1L He wessT  sspersiithes, b
b, bt Mol wr=ii Ablings s i
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[ wmiii | Jusi befure e loft Calrgtis there was
#Bib | Frmii Merors  shoui ihe  jespls
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Nejsme dosud ndrodné ztraceni.

Novg doklsdem toha, Bo pothebs mim sofat] nad bodovenost] Gesko-americké vitve, — kberd
nfkteH tak rédi Flojl edlomend, — pHfinimedi se jen sami & dostatek o bageni ndrodnibo cite o
pak | hrdesil na vie Seeké u ditek nadich, podivime StendHim nakim v nhrfdnjil,'lrn. Pan Miloalay
J. Brever, syn rndmiha Smkiho Jdkafe K. H. Breuers, nysi v Cameron, Tex,, poalal ném akisku
svich pracl, seativajicich s prekladi Selich bisnikd, 8 nejeitdl radosti ukdsku futo ovebsj-
fiufeme a plejeme pann Breverowi slejného depichu p# pokrefovinl na vyiknoté drize, tak by
byl phikladem dorosta malemu, juk oilechtilim splisobem molne senamovati vebjnost americkon
# plody feskiho plsemniotyi. Cesta tato, dle podivno mhmi podamfch olkoek, byla nastoupens pa-
nen Janem Havlason o dile pistoviny json pleltlsdy bisni feskich do angliting Seny nikte
rich klubli Komenaky, majmd Seskimi studujicimi na stdinl universitd nohrsaké v Lineoln, U
pans Breuera jo Manost jehs o o Fmruhndnﬁjli, e ¥ celkp nemél volkd pMleliosti serndmiti s
# deikfm plemnictvim a vedor toma plEe ndm v bervadném deském slohn, To ukamje nad
slusce jusniji, ksm mils pHviaii | Sekoamerické ditko pHiininl & pile, joli soufsmd vedens
nirndnd uvidomilim obcem & maikou, jaka lomo jet o Milalava Brooers, Doporudmfeme =
pina grdee nalim mdifim v Americe, shy o vlimli pPklsdu tohoto o Hdili se jim pH vichovd
svich diti, na mbstd stfakini: “Co et fo viecko platnd, kdvl 38t mechicjl Sesky mbuvit.” Kidye
by nafi rodide od dit svich vviadovall, shy alespefi domn m kaddich okolnosti mluvily jen &
Jin H_\.‘. jlki. skvild hiadonenost IJ_I,- iekma to |-'N1LI1.|1\ v Americe kyniila! A nden P"Hll'q'lhé!'m.
nenk maprosto Lo,

Mrivych siriz. The Waich of the Dead.
PHoesli hechn ua hibitoy — They brought a youth late toward eve
ud bylo poxdh s dne, To the graveyard, dim and still,
a phee ho jodd vladill And vet they laid him in the grave,
o hmha noed chladnd, As pight deew damp and ehill.
Kdvl piilooe se phiblikils, Then midnight came and all the graves
ta hroby mrivieh pakly, Stood apen ; aml the dend
a mrivi 2 hrobll povstali Arose and trooped aboath the youth,
a kol ného se shlukli: With woiees clam'ring dread :
“Dokud jindhe nernesou “Alome yom stand on walch until
oo strid ti stit pde nuino They bring another hore ™
A hoch mid v vei milenkn, And lonesome he without the lass
A jo ma hoz i smuino. In the village, ia him dear,
Bez ni se lind viede faa, Blow, withaut her, r!r.l_l..'l the {iﬂll‘.
Ilr_'.'t vhade fmu jen formou, Hlack rlighl an every sibe —
n miloenks mu elibila Sho'd promised him her love would fast
nd ea hroh lisku vérmom, Bevond the grave sbide
Miletika koukd ® olna veii His sweetheari by the window sinmids,
a smulne, smuatno kolem | The night her sadnss feols -
® nebe o xtratil misifek, The mwn is gooe; and :'hrmlgll ihe fields
a jako dach jile polem. A wraith-sbape toward her steals
A plvd nim chlaitng Jukn mriz — His resence chille like winter's fmst —
to sm je feji mild: "Tis her lover coming thus: ;
“0 pogpomeft s divko mib, “h bethink you, mabden mine, |
oo fsme b pHalibill, What onee we'd promise] pa
“Cn jame & tenkrdt alihili “What we twn then had promissd ne
posd vedir slndlcim hilasem, Tn words by twilight sweet:
nul pojil, drabioaike, pojd, pojl® Ho eome, dear one; for two of ua
ilvh pohmem spile fasem.® The time will lighter flect.™
A lidé mni 3o poladne; And people think the noa-bells ring,
o maidlithd hlavy lloni — And bow their heads in prayer —
o ne, vy dobH lidinky, Oh no, good people, "ts the knell
to jeho milé zvoni, Rung for his swectheart fair.
A lidé mnl be syniba o, And people think a wolding's thers — —
kalyL himlha manl plesem — The musie and the erowd : ¥k
o ne, vv dobl lidinky, 0k nen, good people, we but hear
to jeho milon nesemn. His swestheart in her shrond.
Vilferlar Hdlek. Trandafed from the Hokemian

of Titésilor Héled b Wilashie
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Bratrsky Véstnik

Snitn ik vpdivaaf Bavwl L Patooeem

Zapadni Cesko-Bratrské Jednoty

BRATRSHKY VESTWNIK

Waslarn Bohemian Frajernal Assccision

Ceder Ropids, lowa, 10, éervence 1016,
Rednik XIX.

In 1926, New Yorker Toma$ Capek, arguably the
greatest expert on Czech-Americans during the
first half of the 20th century, wrote that “...every-
thing born in America inherently belongs to Amer-
ica - statistically, linguistically and even
ideologically”. However, it could be said that this is
only half true in the case of Breuer and his siblings.
For the Breuers never forgot their mother tongue.
Even though it is often said that second-generation
Czech-American immigrants no longer possess the
ability to write in sufficiently good Czech,
Miloslav/Miles and his sister LibuSe/Libbie were
undoubtedly exceptions to this rule. As early as
1911, the Texas-based Czech daily Obzor (Horizon)
featured a Breuer story titled “Sestricka” (“Little
Sister”), reflecting a contemporary trend for senti-
mental Czech-American prose. The shift to Ne-
braska, coupled with the previous years spent in
Chicago enabled Breuer to position himself in the
heart of the Czech-American literary scene.

During the 1910s, the monthly Bratrsky véstnik
(Fraternal Herald), published by the Zapadni
Cesko-Bratrska Jednota (Western Bohemian Fra-
ternal Association) — the largest Czech life insur-
ance firm in the US - featured a number of Breuer’s
short stories. Aside from realistic stories always
featuring Czech protagonists — often scientists or
doctors — the magazine also published Czech-lan-
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Po svém ndvratu ze studil v Praze a Vidni, rozhodl
jsem se zapoéitl praksi v feském Chicagu, i zafidil jsem
] uradoviu na zdapadnf 26, ulici. Brzy potom jsem obdr-
#el prval profesionelni ndvitévy, v osobé sliéné miadé di-
my, nevésty dobrého mého pritele, doktora Volného. Br-
deéné jsem ji uvital, nebot jsem jiZ diovno nevidél ani ji,
ani jeifho maniela. Xdila se biti velice znepokojenid, Dlou-
ho neokolkovala.

“Pane doktore,” pravila mi, "pfichdzim k vim jako
k priteli a jako k lékali, & prosim vis o radu, Zd4 se mi,
fe mij manel musi b¥ti néjak nemocen.”

“A nat sl stéZuje?’ ptam se.

“On fik&, Ze se nikdy necitil zdravéjsim neili nynf,
a vypadd tak., A pfece jsem jista. e niéeho neji, Vidycky
jidlo na talffi jen tak zpfevracl, & kdyZ jej odndASim, vi-
dim, Ze z toho nic neubylo, Kdyi se jej ptdm co mu je,
fikd Ze nie, a tvafri se jako kdyby jedl; ale j4 vidim, Ze
nig neji,”

“A nejl snagd nékde jinde?*

Zavrtéla svou kKrisnou hlavou,

“Nikoli. To by mi fekl. ‘Takev? on neni. Niteho
piede mnou netajl, vyjma svich védeckfelh pracl, kterfm
ji nerpzumim. Nejprve jsem myslela, %e snad je to vi-
nou mého vafeni, a Ze 5 tim neni spokojen, Aviak vidyt
piece mim rozum a4 nejsem rozmarné Sestodetiletés dévle,
Team dneti dnzndli ahveh ta narnala kdvhe tama ftak hvlne



guage versions of existing English-language sci-
ence fiction stories. “Clovék bez hladu” (“A Man
Without an Appetite”) is the only Czech-language
short story hitherto uncovered in Breuer’s Ameri-
can bibliographies. And because only fragments of
this magazine are preserved in the Czech Republic,
it is entirely possible that both during and after the
First World War, Bratrsky véstnik featured many
additional stories authored by Breuer.

For Miloslav J. Breuer (aka Miles J. Breuer), the
1920s and 30s represented a peak for both his
medical practice and his literary output. Immedi-
ately after the end of the First World War, Czech
immigrant culture, literature and art in the US
were at their strongest in terms of intellectual
scope. This also impacted Czech-language print
media of all varieties. During the first quarter of
the 20th century, around 9 dailies, 33 weeklies,
6 bi-weeklies, and 31 monthlies were published by
the Czech community in the United States. Addi-
tionally, more than 30 annual almanacs were pub-
lished, of which the Chicago-based Amerikan
(American) had the greatest readership. Six of
Breuer’s stories were ultimately published in
Amerikdn, of which only one can be considered
neither science fiction nor fantasy. Three of these
stories were also subsequently published in Eng-
lish in the pages of American pulp magazines.

Osudny paprsek.

I'ro knlendad Amerikin napsal dr. Mileslay J, Hrewer, Lincoln, Neh.

L—Tokus.

Cestujiel jednatel firmy, kter§ vie, oo v ndsleduji-
cleh Fadkaeh bude popeine zavinil, prigel do nadi nemo-
eniee privé kdyi jsem prozatimné obatardval jeji Fizend
za neptitomnosti sprdvee, dra Penrose. Obchodnd zi-
stupee onen byl veorem uhlazend zdvofilosti a mluvil s
vidatorskon adrielivesti, Led & jeho vylideni vinsinostl
a itinki nového napdvajiciho prostiedkn, jend mi nabidl
nz vistiiikid o okiskh z odborngch énsopisi 1@kafskich,
jed mi piedlofil, dospél jsem k pPesvéd®eni, fo tuto pid-
legitost nesmim v zijmu nemocnice a pacientd nechat
ujiti. Byl bych se rid poradil & doktorem Penrosem,
tento =¢ m& vreatitl teprve 2o dva dny ;a4 ludebnl jedna-
tel mi pravil, #2 jo mo nutno opustiti Lincoln jedtd téheg vedera. Osvojil
jeem gl tedy prdve koopiti nékolik krabitek nové, spanek prividéiiel drogy.

Uplynul tiden, za kterého mi lefel novy uspivajici prosthedek stile
i myeli. Peflivé jeern prostudoval sdbewnon litevaturn o ndm. Byl to
nilrylovang odvedek z ublovediko, Uginek jeho mél tedy bti podebng
onomu tekutéhe kyslitniku dusifnatého, Nevyvolival dévend, nencsl s se-
hon #dné nebezpedi srdeénfho neb dechového klesnutl, a déinky jehs
mijely za nikolik minut jakmile se ustalo s jeho poddvénim  paciento.
Onoho t¥dne jsme operovall nékolik pFipadi, aviak nemohl jsem se roz-
hodnouti, abyeh na ndéktendm 2 nich ghusil novi uspivajicl prostfedelk.
Dr. Penrose zdriel se na swé cestd mmohem déle nedli ofekfival a ji séim
nemdl jeem odvahy vziti no sebe zodpovidnost experimentu s novim pro-
stiedlkem.

Wiy, Wikssbay Mresier
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1922 and 1923 were crucial years for Breuer, both
in terms of the overall development of the science
fiction genre, and also for the author’s own output.
Firstly, magazine publisher Hugo Gernsback is-
sued a special “scientific fiction” issue of Science
and Invention. Its success with readers led
Gernsback to conclude that a purely science fic-
tion-oriented magazine could indeed find a mar-
ket. At the same time, the iconic genre pulp
publication Weird Tales began its run, offering
readers a mixture of science fiction, horror and
sword and sorcery. Meanwhile, Breuer published
his first hard science fiction, a short story titled
“Osudny paprsek” (“The Fatal Ray”) set in Lincoln,
Nebraska in the year 2075. Its protagonist — as
usual — was a medical practitioner confronting the
wondrous advances in medicine of the future. “The
Fatal Ray” was issued in Czech in Amerikan’s 1923
edition, and was also serialized in English that year
in the monthly American Journal of Clinical Medi-
cine. Breuer evidently thought highly of this work —
as early as 1921, he was reading it to audiences in
Lincoln. In 1926, the work was again published in
the first issue of the Kansas-based and Breuer-ed-
ited serial Social Science. Furthermore, a reworked
version of the tale appeared as “Rays and Men”
in Amazing Stories Quarterly in 1929.

The Fatal Ray

By MILES ]. BREUER, M. A, M. D, Lincoln, Nebraska

EDITORIAL COMMENT —A few yeors age, in Ipré fe br exoch, we pebliched o serial
article entitled "A Medical Utopia,” by Dr. Edword N. Reed, of Senta Mowice, Colifornds. In
thix article, the medicine of the fulwee (which i woi the romy or "futurist medicing”) war dis-
ruzsed oy Docter Reed conceived it 1a be develaped,

I'm am article by Doctor Breuer, of which we are happy do presemt heveaith the fies? fmsial-
mral, medicing, ong hundred ond 8fty years from mow, dr described, as dr also the ol of rociety,
the gevernmenl, gnd many other hings of the fubere,

Dreams like thate dercribed by Doclor Reed and by Doctor Brower are, of cowrie, notking
new. Who doer mol pemember Bubmer Lyiton's “The Coming Roce,” Bellomy's “Looking Back-
ward™ and numerous olker Amiler writings! [0 ix fascimabing fo [aok aheod—far ahead, and o
imaging how things are going fo be. Doctor Brewer's imaginings can by na means be derignaied
ar phanisrmagoria. His descriptions of things fo be are baged logically on things thai are mow.
We should Kke fo be oble 1o come back in o fre hundred woorr and gee fupl how things will

have developed then,

L3 U CAN TRY it on me first,” 1 bad mnl?ﬂuwwm.

said 1o the doctor, little dreaming that,
in 8 week, he would actually be doing so. The
smooth-mannered  salesman  with  the mew
anesthetic had spoken with sciemtific reserve:
but the description he gave of his product and
its properties, and the clippingy asd reprints he
showed me from recognised journals, made me
feel that we could not afford to misa this op-
portunity. 1 would have liked to bwing the
matter to Dr. Penrcse’s attention, as he had
the autharity to purchase supplies for the hos-
phl. lhl,thrdod.nfwumlnl’th:dlf.uﬂ
the mlesman stated that he was leaving Lincoln
that eveming. [ iherefore assmmed the suthor-
Bty to perchase o few cana,

A week elapsed, during which the new anes-
thetie was in my mind a geod deal 1 studied
its Hierature carefully. As a nitryl hydrocarbon
derivative, it would seem to be virtually a Bouid
mitrous oxide; prodeced no nausea, carried no

RAYS and ME

Biides lasking lete the fuinre ibeoagh e ores of &
wiemtisd o pethaps & mevhanls o seckineer, SC0es T,
Pevnsw boskn lnsa the Poterw throwgh il wpen ol &
dactor. Asd batawie be i partbelarty sdups an putting
leia potes |ese Beerary Jerm, be gives w8 elevarly wiie
tn siery ol obearbisg isterest sed solesills valo,

NLTI' o iptprplangriry sarie, sisien o the famre
v nn sk kgiies i b liver of oar feadiive
Bt i masars] whay wa shesid be Eereced o lecking
sboud—osi enly @ir rur wwn hoek, Fedavie rhey, afr
all, v wery mmad Hmispd—bui inse ibe lHe of 7l
werld, s ts spesk. Tha i limlibes, os ww sount time.

FROLOGUE

HENE were some emesy those to whom 1 first fold
this siory who Bad ibs Mex that [ was relating »
wild dream produced by the inflaenmes of &5 usknewn
parcetic. Dud thees o whain | hid the opperisaity 1s
show the pizk liss of scar around (5 middle of =y right
thigh asd the difereece in afze and pigmentation of my
two begs, becamse silent asd thooghiful  To thoes w
maked mee polnt-blank, was it or was 3 ool a dreass, | waa
foreed to sy that 1 do not know and cannot know, ATl
I cam do [n to ask them: s nob timae & Desetion of living
organliss, whiss *“livieg™ depends opon Irreversibds
ehemieal reactienaT Any of chemieal subatanse Chat
AN in any way Influence the rreversibility of those chers-
jeal reacticns lil.llirl?.dn?lnnﬁlule '1I\.'I.'.-|: wlll:l corialaly
sran, = th what we knew ad "tl=a”
i mueh [=pressed by 1he whele proceeding.

CHAFTER 1

even managed ta ke his hand in purs sclentific -
deaver, In spite of all 1he hasdicaps and discouragements
that practical medical work helds cui againet scientific
effart.

Eager was ibe oldest of 1k intermes—obleai In years
s well g8 En service,  He hasd spent some years in traiz-
j=f a8 = research chemist; thes his feiBsr's ssccess In
ho  surgery decided bim en n medical career, For o year ke
had by spending his spare time Is & corner &f the hos-
pitsl aborstery in the oMart Lo avntheaiss o saee parlect
anesthetle, He hed a Job of pas-burettes and eombastlon
tulesz he hed drums of hypdropen sest o, and over and
oyer again prodeced fasks of & veiy light, fFirgenl, vala-
tle Hguid. 1 helped Eim with ks oforia 0 work oot its
phrsislogical o¥eels en Fabbits and dogs, snd was very

I had fully Evlended to lesrn much mors aboul it from
hime: e Bad siecks of sheels coversd will Tormales In

A Discovery in Anesthesin

N CRADUATED from the Usiversity of Cki-
cage Midics] Sehisl in 1926 and took my yoar
of interneship In the Lizcoln Geners] Hospl-
LRl lal, becaiss | was plamaiog 1s aelils dawn 1B

el Liteodn amd praciiee medicles there. [ had
entered tha sfudy of medicise Becauie | wan fascisaied
by ‘the scicelific sapects of Lhe werk: for mediclse is tha
welenes that s budlt up out of & score of fundamestal
melencen. Now ihat [ wad bearnlag the mesanlng of the
praciical abde of b profession, asd beglnnlsg Lo realies
Eaw liitle of sclence coiered Dote I8, I booked with dlsmay
uk ibe e eheni of ma,

A |ietima of saking =y Nving oxt of the distresses
and misforienes of my fellow-belngs | taking 1delr money
st & jime when ey ooadd lesst spans {8 pelchlsg up the
dire entastrophes that result from the blusders of the in-
dividual and of the seclsl organksiion. For sxample,
right naw I have under my care bwo very alek men, ans
with typhaid fevir and eos with fulsroelads. Tha one
fell Ml bevause Lhe commus| iy fafled in |t aanlisry meas-
ures, ihe other berausa he is trying to 8 & peaition o the
sockal order Lo which ba [8 not physlcally sdapied. Tpnors
unce, megiect, fallure to sea &nd o spply arv rospansdhle
for these men's [lnespea. The commusity or the Flabs
owed Ehers, not menely & cure, bot an apology and restits-
tlon, And bere am 1, & phyaiclan, strsepling wiith these
problema single-handed, and forced te take of these men's
sstsdnteroe 1o keep my own self fram siarving.

Fortunately, I was kept extresely busy at ibs Bosplial,
s kst T had very litle time for sueh diseouraging
thoughls, 1 maintalzed o chaerful front, 4 did the sther
indernea. Dir. Mendenholl, the venarable ald ekdef &f slaf¥,
bl ths (sendly of mekisy o young beglnners fosl &
theugh we were delng n big werk 2 the worll, Daper

which the aliphatle carbon chals fAgered prumissntly.
Bug | pever pod mround to 1t Up io ihs tieme that my
finger became Isfeciel, I had guibered the ldea that hia
winfl wes some sort of & miEryl-hydrmoearbon derivative,
The experimental work with it demoeatrated (hat it pre-
duged o Risiea, nor any deprossfon of the enrdise or
resplratory cenbers, and was dissipabed s few minutes
afiar the cesaation of sdmimisiration. He was rabher
eaperly drving ko siady ool how to manage his first grisd
of 1t oo n buman patiest.

Than It was that | infected the middls Ssgper of my
right hand wiils delng & deessing cn & pos mase. The
thing begnn to lock dinpereus, and the perglead sisl
member advised mae to bave it opesed and drajeed onder
an snesihetle. Baner was prosesi: | sow inspirtion beap
Into his face. He booked at me ploadingly. I felt so sick
a=d miserable that I did net ilkink about 1 twies, 6T
band [ volunteered i have his pew azesthetiz weed on me,
with only o lackadalsieal [nfereet [ the ontoome.

1 rode 1 the operating.room on s wheel-chabr, the paln
from my finger ikrelddng thretgh me 1l the slrckm
of & blg engine; and us [ cdimbed on b table, |t ecoarred
o me that pechaps T was conferring n favor on homasdty
In serving ms 1he frat ssbject for Baner's asesthedls
Then tha fumry [itls norss lald & Tolded wal fowel over
By fyed.

Ouly after T kad taken the first few breaths of the
weslish vapar that tinglsd |5 my bengs, 334 1 begin to
feel misgivings for havingy sstmitted to o thing w0 un-
oiriais,

“If T mever got qut of thin” 1 thought, “It's oum
fasht,” " ¥ B

But T sevmned to sllde dewn oot of commclousness 88
rapddly ikat I forgot It o & meamest, and cootinued s
brdathe deeply In happy coslent. The last thing 1 r-
mermler waa a vast, open, blufsh glrines, and &n Intense
ringing In my sara
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By Miles J. Breuer, M. D,

Auther of “Buried Treaure” -
“Roak of Worlds" ate.

= 1

I8 worked Tike @ cat's fell or am wlephant's frunk,

and coneeged en mncanny scnsation Mhat o might be

alive, A ling of goery; withoul exles or any Pupperi

of eenmsetion ather than their infermerking rold,

rotwted buaiy cpeinet wach céher, snd fha lima Bind
wnd scayed, bud keld fntact,



Jhe STONE CAT

By Miles J Brewer, M.D.

Awmthor of “The Man with the Strange Head.™
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KVESTIGATION showsd than | was e  rommmmalely deliain tanch. | walked over b the
lasl perum ie e ey Deian belote wihef wibe ol Ve v whsre the dactor was workeg
it sdben andl mpusricss Sasppens.  with same Fei dishes wsd o ssierescege. ssd e
pime. | arw bim oea the day thsl my o presramgs with hin
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A Star Is Born

In late 1925, publisher Hugo Gernsback notified
readers of his intention to create a new monthly
magazine exclusively featuring scientific tales.
Many contemporary literary periodicals also con-
tained ads announcing the same news — and seek-
ing new authors to contribute. Breuer was
evidently not a reader of Science and Invention, as
he would have presumably sought to offer Gerns-
back some of his writings earlier. Whether Breuer
himself was inspired by Gernsback’s advertising
campaign, or if he decided to send samples of his
work after reading the first issues of Amazing Sto-
ries, is difficult to determine today. But what is
clear is that the January 1927 issue of Amazing Sto-
ries featured his short story “The Man with the
Strange Head”, which only a few months prior had
been published in Czech as “MuZ se zvlastni
hlavou” in the pages of Amerikdn. And the story
was evidently well received - as in September of
the same year Amazing Stories published another
of Breuer’s existing works, namely “The Stone Cat”



about a mad scientist turning living beings into
statues using petrifying liquid.

Despite this issue of Amazing Stories also featuring
H. P. Lovecraft’s “Color Out of Space” as well as a
serialized installment of H. G. Wells’ The War of the
Worlds, the cover prominently features Breuer’s
name. Additional Breuer stories would also be pub-
lished by Gernsback in Amazing Stories — one more
in 1927 and two in 1928 (including the popular
“The Appendix and the Spectacles”); over the ensu-
ing four years, Breuer would publish 22 storiesin a
variety of pulp magazines.

Over the space of a mere few months, Miles
J. Breuer thus became one of the most influential
authors of a newly emerging genre initially termed
“scientifiction”. In Gernsback’s eyes, Breuer had
earned his stripes, both for his shared appreciation
for the works of Wells, but also because he was one
of the few contemporary authors that appeared to
fulfill the perception of the budding science fiction
genre as popularizing science through literature.
In addition, Breuer was also a real scientist; only he
and fellow author David H. Keller could sign their
stories with an “M.D.”, thus giving such writings ex-
tra weight in the eyes of contemporary readers.

Tie APPENDIX @ the SPECTACLES

By Miles J. Breuer MD.
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Scientifiction by
G. Peveon Wertenbaker
Jack Williamson

l Harl Vincent

Everything is relative . . .

There seems ta be very little doubi about that statement, We can't just
“move”; awe must move in refation to something clse. This brings us fo
the question of “relativity” and Einstein, And in the maiter of gravita-
tion. It is wery likely that no one will ever know whal it is. Acceleration
may increase our appareni weight, inertia may do the same, but neither
is gravitation. But fet Dv. Brewer talk for himself, Unless we very much
miss our guess, “The Gostak and the Doshes” is going fo create a lot of
“distimming,” But be sure to read the story awhen your mind is thoroughly
clear and rested. There will be a marked difference in your reaction,

The
Gostak and the
Doshes

By Miles J. Breuer, M.D.

Author of “The Book of IWorlds,” "The Captured Cross- Section,” a2,

Illustrated by
MOREY

“Merely relativity. It doesn’t toke much physical effort
to make the moon move through the treétops, does it?
Just encugh to walk down the garden path.”

I stared at him and he continued :

Eé'.l‘ the reader suppose that snmebody states: " The gosiok
distims the doshes.” You do not what this means,
nor do I, ot if we assume that it is Fnglish, we know
|ln: the dosher arc distimmed by the gostak. W know that
timmer of the dosher is & gostok, If, moreover,
mu;het are galloons, we know that some galloons are dis-
timmed by the goatak, And so we mzygonn. and 50 we
often do go on—=Unknown writer quoted ] and
k1ﬂhtd.!. in THE ME.’.NING OF MB&NI G, Harcourt
& Co, Walter M. Polakor in MAN

BT S AP R AL Wiliame & Wi, 1625

“If you had been born and raised on a moving train,
no one could convines you that the landscape was not in
rapid motion,  Well, our conception of the universe is
quite a5 relative as that. Sir Tsaae Newton tried in his
miathematics to express a universe as though beheld by
an infinitely removed and perfectly fixed observer,
HY! That is lifting yourseli by Mathematicians since his time. realizing the futility of
your own bootstraps!” T exclaimed such an effort, have taken into consideration that what
in amn:ed anrcdu]:ty ‘Its absurd things ‘are” depends upon the person wha i= lecking at

Wl y  smiled ind, thern. They have tried to express common knowledge,
He towered in his chair as though in  such as the law of gravitation, in terms that would hold
the nfnite kindness of his vast mind there were room  good for all cheervers,  Yet their leader and culminating

At the Height of His Fame

Miles J. Breuer’s success during the late 1920s in-
spired the doctor-author to further writing. During
the 1930s, Breuer updated and polished certain ex-
isting works, but the majority of his output over the
decade was represented by entirely new stories.
1930-32 represents the peak of Breuer’s literary
writing, with works published in both Amazing Sto-
ries and the rival Astounding Stories and Wonder
Stories. In total, 16 new stories were published over
this time period, including “The Captured
Cross-Section” featuring a favorite Breuer’s topic,
namely the fourth dimension. The most famous is
undoubtedly “The Gostak and the Doshes”, which
continues to be reprinted to this day in various an-
thologies — in the era of “fake news” and disinfor-
mation, this story of a parallel Earth where
nonsensical political slogan induces the populace
to declare a “justified”, righteous war, appears
more pertinent than ever.



The “novel of an ultra-machine age” — as exclaimed
in the sub-heading of the summer 1930 issue of
Amazing Stories Quarterly — was quintessential to
the field of science fiction writing. Breuer’s novel
Paradise and Iron is one of the first modern science
fiction tales to warn of the dangers of a technologi-
cally oriented civilization, depicting a humanity
threatened by what we today call artificial intelli-
gence. Alas, Breuer evidently never used the word
“robot” in his writings, despite almost certainly be-
ing aware of Capek’s R. U. R. One possible reason is
that Capek’s robots were synthetic creatures rather
than artificial mechanisms.

What we do know is that Breuer retained a fascina-
tion with the future technological and social ad-
vancement of civilization for the rest of his life.
This is evident both in his expert factual articles
and critiques in Social Science, as well as the fact
that it was in this magazine’s pages that he pub-
lished his first version of the novel Paradise and
Iron, namely the roughly third-as-long short story
“The Superior Race”.

G The early modelr of even a
brifliant tmvention are al beit
anly crude affairs, often within
an exceedingly shorl Hme pere
,frr.l'r.n' frr;mrnr rn'n:grrr_u'urr. T hax
it jusf as groe aof the airplane as
it ir aof the antomobile and the
J'h'r,ﬂfw.lrr and mwmerons ofher
mechanical fnoeations thet we
nmow fake quite for granied. Far
many years ibere has been much
talk about -l'!m'.l'nfl'rr:; thoughi-
machines. Even wow there are
rmrrr.l.l'a.rj.q!; machiner that Jiru':'q k-
Iy solve mathematical probifenu
that wonld otherwie take emi-
menf mathemaliicians and skilled
comtprfators months fo sefee,
Ard comstant improvements are
beimg made on these mechanical
“robof” mathematicians,

Boauty

Paradise

and

Lron

CHAPTER 1
A Mew Kind of Ship

1Y anyene 8o okd as Daniel Breckenridge,
Yy grandisther's brother, sheull keep on
working &s hard &5 be dld, was a myetery

i me. Mo was aboul elghty-foar: ard &
million ittle crinkles cris-cressed om the
dry; parchment-like skin of kis faee whers it was nol
covered by his smew.whils beand, Bub be still went
briskly mbout kis duties as shipplag mazsger of &
greal ship chandler's estabd ishment st Galveslon.

Jiat pow ke whispored sharply (o me, and drew me
by the arm behind some bales of caaves In ihe deptha
of the vast shipplag-roos.

“Laoelk !

There ha laf"

He pecmed to be Lrembling with ntense excitement
&8 be polnted toward the great aliding doora.

There, waiching the men bading up a ireck with
a pile of poods consigned to some ship, was an old man,
Just ms old apd smowy and erlnkled, and jusi me Aem
End wellve i fiiy Frasd-incde himsall, | locked at him
blagkly for a moment. Il was an interesiing looking
old man, but | saw neihing to st me off a-tremble
with excitement. Byt my old grasd-unds clotched my
Arm,

=2

"Qild Jehn Kaspar, the Mystery Mon!™ he whispered
agala,

That suddenly palvasmized me inla actlem, 1 ook
one mone good leok al him. and got fnkte motion Al onee.

“Iio you think you cosld hold him here semmehow ustil
I got my outfitT" 1 asked. “I1 be back s ten misutes™
Tt was mow my furm 1o be Bense asd theilled

=it will tuke them longer than thal o load op the
truck,™ be snbd; “but hurry,™

1 shook hands with him hastily bot fervently, know.
ing that I might have no further opportanity to de sa,

F

q It as a far-feiched virion, per-
haps, ta think of o fime when the
thanght-machine, whick mow
can be worked amihk very litile
supervision, might tome tme get
o @ paint where 0 can make
sugaestinms for ifs oton dmprotes
mrnr—mn!’hemqn'raﬂ}- ,ﬁ'_r.lur.‘..l'
enl improvements, of cowrie—
but 1f ir mol imipoassible. And if
and ewhen that hap pens, who can
farecast the future of mechani-
cal ,ﬁrug.lrru.’ In this q'mrllpulrf:
nwovel, v, Brewer galt'n Wi, Im
good literary style, a wealth of
absarbing elabaralions an the
pasmbilities of the machine age,
which makes the tlory one of une
il seiembific fmlerest.

By
Miles J. Brever, M. D,

Anihor of: “The Gartok Dintier the Dorkes,™
WA Sroms Car" sre.

Ilustrated by WESSO

and then dashed oul after o taxi, While my taxl is

rushing me off 1o my reem, T can explain all 1 kesow

sbout Johs Haspar, the mysterious octogenarian

Faorty years ngo, back in the days when the gasaline
Industry was just belng opsned up, John Esspar was
the richesl man in the world, Hia fsther had been &
manufseturer of automobiles in Ohlo and, foresering
the Importances of gusoline, he hml boughi up hall a
couindy of the most promiaing ofl lands in Enst Texas,
Before his deaih, ofl was found om overy scre of I
The son Jehn, ihe old man pf whomn we have |ust been
kcking, was nob Inierested In becenbng & fAEsticler;
be was worklng oul soms criginal ideas in sutomebibe
dealgn. There wers soms wildly hsadlinsd newspaper
clippings im my grand-uncle’s colbection, about Johs
Kaspar's having thrown a meporier bodily inte the
ash-can because the poor fellow had msds his way Iato
Kuspar's shop and waa Jooking tes chaely ab some
marvelous pew invention on an awlomobile.
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Social Science also featured a story by Breuer that
was never published anywhere else. Titled “The
Legion of the Fittest”, the story pondered on poten-
tial future sociological development and is argu-
ably one of the most interesting works penned by
the author. However, in light of the horrors in-
flicted by Nazi Germany, today, the story’s embrace
of eugenics can be considered to be well outside the
realms of acceptability. Also of note is the fact that
aside from featuring protagonists with typically
Czech names, it is unique in presenting depictions
of Czech life and institutions.

Despite the fact that Miles ]J. Breuer did not live on
the US East Coast, which was rapidly becoming
a hub of science fiction fandom, he was nonethe-
less able to remain in contact with his readers and
fans though living in Nebraska. This led to certain
long-distance collaborations, such as on “A Baby on
Neptune”, co-authored with Clare Winger Harris
(1891-1968), the first American woman science fic-
tion author. Breuer also partook in the Science Cor-
respondence Club, which was one of the very first
science fiction clubs of its kind. Another of its mem-
bers, twenty-year-old New Mexican Jack William-
son (1908-2006), wrote to Breuer and ended up
serving as a kind of long-distance “apprentice”.
Few would have guessed at the time that William-
son would himself go on to become a renowned
science fiction writer, publishing works well into



the 21st century. Breuer persuaded Williamson to
write truly “science-based” science fiction instead
of fantastical stories in the guise of the then popu-
lar author A. Merritt. The pair’s relatively brief but
intensive collaboration was based on a mutually
beneficial symbiosis: Breuer had ideas and stories,
while Williamson had the time to actually turn
them into written works.

In November 1929 - only a few months after
Gernsback was forced out as editor of Amazing Sto-
ries — the new writing team published their joint
work as the first volume of the newly founded
Science Fiction Series. Breuer and Williamson’s The
Girl from Mars, a thin 24-page work, thus became
the first book in the world to be formally titled as
“science fiction”. At the start of 1931, Amazing Sto-
ries Quarterly presented the complete novel The
Birth of a New Republic to readers, depicting an
outer-space version of the battle for American in-
dependence set on the Moon. It is possible that the
story inspired Williamson’s friend, author Robert
A. Heinlein. In 1949, Heinlein praised The Birth of
a New Republic, in 1966 he would go on to write the
similarly themed novel The Moon Is a Harsh Mis-
tress.

Birth
New

By Miles J. Breuer, M.D.
and Jack Williamson

CHAFTER 1
The New Frontier

W, in the lnst year of the twwniy.fourth
cemiury, 1 am setting oot to devete the final
years of a Jong and sctive life to the writ-

g af o narrative of my small part in the

historic period just elosing, which was per-
haps the ost importani in humsn history. During
gy BHfsiime, the human cologdes &m Lhe moom have
Frewn from weak, scattered cities o the powerful and
presperous Lunar Corporation. [ was in ihe midst of
iha tervible struggle In which the awlenomy of that cor-
paration was won; &nd 18 is my purposs o write what
I saw of that greatest of wars as simply and justly ns
I car

Ay mdory musk begln with my father.

Hop was born in Plitsburgh in the year 22376, FEven at
that Yime, Bew over & cemtury past, the Unided Sisles
of America, in commmon with the other political erganl-
zationa that once had ruled the world, had ceased fo
have amy real power over the people within its sancient
botindaries, Pittsbarel was n sironghold of the Meials
Corporatbon, ene of the most powerful of the kalf-dosen
hupe irusts that now raled the workd,

Tt was fypleal of sy father that be sheuld decide to
migrate to the colenlos on the moon.  Hin plonteriag
splrit rebelled &t ihe commplox, well-ordered life of 1he
earth, He was a desp thinker, in an origins] way; he
b spent much of his youth rosming the earth In qoesl
of an outlet for kis resibesa nergles of spirit. Far ton
mueh of a philssopher he was, to et any satisfaction
eut of the meckeriea aml superfefalitien of life in the
graat elities of sarth.

Faiher was pot the man to shut himself op back of
a ek Inon Hitle plass cage for elght howrs of avery
day, to provide himsslf with a golden fringe to his
tumic and take ks wifs out to fashioaabls gatherings.
whars 1hey woold chatfer of the Iatedl fisged shows anid
bel an ihse rockst peees, squander o working man’s foe:

"Ouly samie ednly-odd of Fan
Thoren's gfabes cante aul.™

of a

N ithese days of standardized amfertr and

mininized dangers in foing and rraveling,
are fud owrrefver—thore of ars, al feapl, whoe
have a hankering for the unnsual—rtrying e
dig owt steries of the ald colomy days, or, mare
recantly, of the frantier days of the Golden
West, in erder to add o Hitle romance and ad-
veminre fo thiv work-a-day world, But mch
pleasure minsl, al best, diminish in infensity
ar e mteries become more familiar and amec
doter are repeated,  And coen if the theill of
mew adveniure musl pemain ticarions for an
wacertamn Femgth of fime, taler of Fioncering
oit diffevemt plamets or other Bodier entively
separaled fram Phe earih, soith 0 .e.l'..-.h.,-,.f;-
siriemge and  pee -"'l.'rl.ur_‘u' -".'|II_|;|‘- torad  dawgers
and diffculties, if presented realistically and
with plaus bility, murt be abvarfing indeed.
A yarn by either of there anthors would prom-
re mnek., The combiuation of Brever and
IFilliamaon leaver little o be derived.

tuse a3 cards and dases themselves rageed &0 blaring
jeez, to ga home tipsy with =256 port.™ My parents
waite fiol that kind of pespile at all

It in watural that ibey thought of emigration ko the

Een
Thare was &

w waorld waltleg. Thare, beyord n
& files of space, hardy ploneers had
W frontler, two centuries afier the Iest
B fabed om sarik  Life was almple there
anl Bant  Men were free from conventlon and arti-
fiels] rostraint. They lved close to nature. They
fought for what Pfe gave thein, depending wpon thelr
banda instead of thelr purses. On the earth’s satelliie
wan & now fleld for men with initiative and indepen-
dence, man wha eoold live and work beyond ihe profec-
tion of the machine. On the meons & mas wad fnof a
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Harl Miles J. David H.
Vincent Breuer, M.D. Keller, M.D.




Road to Oblivion

In 1933, Breuer essentially disappeared from the
literary scene. The new magazine Unusual Stories
promised readers a fresh Breuer story, albeit this
never materialized. Plans were also afoot for
Breuer to pen a serialized novel for Fantasy Maga-
zine, but this was also not to be. In December 1933,
the author only published one story; the next was
not published until the spring of 1935. Up to his
death a decade later, Breuer only published ten
English-language stories. Many of these later
works have not fared well with critics, and editor
Michael R. Page describes Breuer’s final work, the
adventure story set on the Moon titled “The Sheriff
of Thorium Gulch” (1942), as his weakest.

Tha SHERIFF of THORIUM GULCH & Miles J, Brever

MAZING

The
VENGEANCE OF
MARTIN BRAND

G-H.IRWIN

T

By
MILES J. BREUER

There was hell to pay on the Moeon
when Jepsen's old man died and left
“unsettled affairs’’ in Therium Gulch

b HY |1.'|-.|-:|.--||III.-i'_::'||:||I.'.||I.".l'l'l L{Ti4y I'he

\-’ i.l’ way the gizes of the two young people de

voured each other left mo dould as to ther

ovtupl regard, 0t was June 4th, 2142, the might of the
slendid reception given to the graduates of the En
gincering Department of the Harvard University by
this A.AE

I spite of his magme cum lTande, his e ratermity
associations, in spite of his showcase full of athlelk
(]



Svétoborny ndlez Majka Gruntordda.

Pro kalenddf Amerikin napsal Dr. Miloslay 1. Breoer,

Matd] Gruntorkd rommozele kopl do chomdife stiibrodedé divoké
Anlvije,

"Bylo to hloupd ode mne,” brudel pro sebe, “roexlobili se nn Katenku.
Mohl jsem pozoroval, fe mne mé stile rida. Kido to mide mitl holes za
glé, odyd jde raddfi & hochem, ktery mi piHjemné zpdechy, Erisnd so Bati,
a dilh vie, aby se ji zalibil? Dmnefni dobou nelze uk ovlidati divénta
kfikem. Prot vidycky dilim tu neprvon vieT

Pisek chrupal pod tétkimi jeho kroky., Oranfovd futé papraky za-
padajiciho sluwee vrhaly stiny nizkfeh, okrouhlfch pahorkl bikého pisku
Emérem k néma,

“Zato, f& mojo hlova tak pomale procuje, Thompson gi vede moji
hotku do cirkusu. A Ji bloumim a breéim jako kajot. Ted” — kdyld jo
jit poxdé — ted’ vim co jsem mil #Hkat a ddat.”

Takovim plemitinim se jeho tesknota jon stupfovala. Vidyt mél
dost jingch nesndai a Kadenkn byla jedinou rdosti jeho EHvota, kterk mu
jo pomdihale phekondvati. Je to podiveé, jak takovh hnddooki holiics,
ledyE =0 nn Elovitka roezlobl, mide mppbsobiti takovi roevrat v Eivotd, 0 pak
tepto nestofi anl za dlimanou cignreto.

WMablii Rlnndivm] mmaed niclbastemi banailas Mol laka ddetlrdes bdus

The Perfect Planer

By Miles J. Breuer, M. D.

Authar of “The Caplursd Creoai-Secifon,™ "On the Marfien Liner” eie,

AT ir it that enabley uy to think clearly, or prevents up fropm reeimg the
abvisar slutivnr fo even srdinery, eoeepday prabfesad L'l ihere some
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Notably, despite his literary success in the English
language, Breuer never turned his back on writing
in Czech, leaving behind dozens of Czech-language
articles on the subject of medicine as well as a num-
ber of stories. And although large gaps exist in the
preserved archives of Czech-American periodicals,
two such works from Breuer’s final years have
been uncovered. “Svétoborny néalez Majka Grun-
torada” (“Majek Gruntorad’s Epochal Discovery”)
was published in 1932, the same year a revised
English-language version titled “The Perfect
Planet” was published in Amazing Stories. The
story of a developmentally disabled man whose
mental capabilities are dramatically increased by a
new invention perhaps served as an inspiration for
Daniel Keyes’ famous 1959 short story “Flowers for
Algernon”.

Breuer’s final Czech literary work was published in
autumn 1942 and is titled “Padélané Zziti” (“Faked
Living”). Like his final English-language story,
“Padélané ziti” is widely considered Breuer’s
weakest fantastic story.



In terms of the causes for the relatively sudden de-
mise of one of America’s pioneering science fiction
authors, in his memoirs, Jack Williamson noted
that Breuer was really just an overworked doctor
with a serious appetite — albeit very little time for -
writing literary works. Hardly surprising, given
that, along with his father and brother, Breuer
managed a Czech hospital in Nebraska. Later,
Breuer also headed the pathology department of a
Lincoln hospital, along with enjoying countless
other pursuits and hobbies, such as hiking and
serving as a Scout leader. Furthermore, Breuer also
established a photography club in Lincoln and
gave regular public lectures both in Czech and Eng-
lish. He also served as editor of Social Science for
many years, including contributing a number of re-
views and articles. Raising three children no doubt
added to the pressures on Breuer’s time — during
the mid-1930s, oldest daughter Rosalie served as
the chair of a local Komensky Club for Czech stu-
dents studying in Lincoln, and also ultimately
entered the medical profession.
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Dr. Miles J. Breuer,
Former Physician

Here. Dies In West

Dr. Miles J. Breuer, 57, former

Lincoln physician, died Sunday in |
following a

l.os Angeles, Calif,,
short illness,
according to
word received
bv Lincoln rel-
atives, He had
practiced medi-
cine here from
1914 to 1942,
Dr. Breuer was
a veteran of
World War 1,
serving over-
cseas n the
rmedical corps, . Sl
Active in so- Dr. M. ]. Breuer |
clal and civic groups, Dr. Breuer |
was a past president of the Lin-
coln Optimist club. He was also
associated with the Executive and
' Lincoln Camera clubs.
. Surviving are his wife, Ruby,
' Los Angeles: two daughters, Mil-
' dred, Lincoln, a student in the
'state university, and Dr, Rosalie
Breuer Neligh; Ann Arbor, Mich.;

a brother, Dr. Roland P., San
Jose, Calif.; a sister, Mrs. Harry
Shelton, Gilroy, Calif.; and his

parents, Dr. and Mrs, Charles H.
Breuer, San Jose

By the end of the 1930s, Miles Breuer’s life had en-
tered a period of multiple crises. Divorcing first
wife Julia, Breuer then married his laboratory as-
sistant; albeit this, too, soon led to divorce. Shortly
before his death, Breuer married a third time. In
addition to this turmoil, son Stanley tragically died
during a mountain trek in 1939. And then Breuer’s
health began to fail. On several occasions, Lincoln
local papers reported on his hospital stays. Shortly
before turning fifty, Breuer even authored an arti-
cle titled “Padesatilety clovék — co s nim?” (“What to
do with a fifty-year-old?”). In it, the doctor-author
reflected that “...middle age, from 45 to 55, is the
most dangerous time in the life of a modern man.”
Some time in the early 1940s, Breuer suffered
a nervous breakdown, ultimately leaving Ne-
braska in 1942 and moving to California to be with
his brother Roland and father Karel. He soon
gained a local medical license and opened a private
practice. However, only a few months later, on
14 October 1945, Miles J. Breuer passed away fol-
lowing a brief illness. As a veteran of the First
World War, he was buried at Los Angeles National
Cemetery.

Breuer spent his entire professional life away from
the epicenter of the burgeoning science fiction
fandom scene. As a result, he very likely never at-
tended any of the early science fiction conventions,
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and died too early to become a living legend of the
genre. Right after the end of the Second World War,
science fiction books were still not being published,
and even genre anthologies were rare up to the
1950s. Not one of Breuer’s works made their way
into the first of these, when trend-setting editor
Donald A. Wollheim published a series of science
fiction-oriented anthologies in the early 1950s. And
so Breuer began to fall into obscurity. Subsequent
occasional reprints did little to rekindle past glo-
ries. As late as the early 21st century, the date of
Breuer’s death was misstated in numerous sources
as 1947, while the 1994 Encyclopedia of Science Fic-
tion, edited by John Clute et al., noted the lack of
availability of Breuer’s works.

It wasn’t until 2008 that the science fiction stories
of Miles ]J. Breuer would find themselves under
a fresh spotlight. For it was then that Ne-
braska-based science fiction historian Michael
R. Page published the first collection of Breuer’s
short stories titled The Man with the Strange Head.
The English-language collection undoubtedly rep-
resents a tentative step in the wider reappraisal of
Miles J. Breuer’s work. However, a full assessment
of the author’s overall contribution to the history of
science fiction — including his Czech works — is still
in the kind of imaginary future about which Breuer
so often liked to dream.

THE MAN WITH THE
STRANGE HEAD

AND OTHER EARLY SCIENCE FICTION STORIES

EDITED AND WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY MICHAEL R. PAGE

MILES J. BREUER




A Personal Note

Since as far back as 1984, when I attended the first
major science fiction convention in the southern
English city of Brighton, I have been seeking out
Czech science fiction authors from around the
world. After more than thirty-five years, I had
come to the conclusion that the most prominent of
these was Swiss-based Ludék PeSek. During the
1960s and 70s, this author penned three Czech-lan-
guage novels, which were only published in Ger-
man and then translated into several other
languages. We at the Czech Science Fiction Associa-
tion (AFSF) planned to publish one of these works
in 1994, but this ultimately only came to pass in
2020.

The fact that the Chicago-born Miles J. Breuer had
Czech roots was unknown not just to me, but also to
many of his close friends and colleagues from the
burgeoning world of science fiction fandom. I was
able to meet with editor Don A. Wollheim in the
1990s — a member of Breuer’s generation — and he
made no mention of this fact. Nor did Jack William-
son, with whom I spent several days in China in
1991. And evidently nor did Forrest J. Ackerman,
with whom I met repeatedly during the 1980s and
90s. I had hours of discussions with Ackerman, for
example when I served as his guide during a 1990
visit to Czechoslovakia. Back in the 1930s, he wrote
in Fantasy Fan that he possessed both manuscript
by Breuer as well as a signed photograph. How
priceless a possession that would have been, espe-
cially since today, not one good-quality photograph
of Breuer has yet to be unearthed.

Jaroslav Olsa, jr.

Prague, October 2020
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Lincoln, Nebraska.
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THE RAID
FROM MARS

MILES J. BREVER

By Miles J. Breuer, M.D.

Yuthor of: “"The Book of Worlds"
“The Appendix and the Spectacles,” etc.

rie Hungry
Guinea-Pig

The Superior Race
By Miles J. Bruer

I.
A Very Strange Ship.

lF YOU love mysteries, there's one for you!” The aged
clerk caught me by the arm. “That’s John B. Kaspar.

_. Thirty years I've worked here, and all that time I've had

The Einstein See-Saw

By Miles J. Breuer
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7 CAPTURED CROSS-SECTION

By Miles J. Breuer; M2

Author of: “The Man with the Strange Head,” “The Appendix and the Spectacles,” cic.
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Covers of US pulp magazines featuring M. J. Breuer’s stories are available under the Creative Commons CCO License via Wikimedia
Commons. These works are in the public domain, as they were published in the United States between 1925 and 1963 - although
there may or may not have been a copyright notice, the copyright was not renewed. These are works by (in alphabetical order):
Robert Fuqua (Joseph Wirt Tillotson, 1905-1959), an American artist who illustrated pulp magazines in the 1940s and shortly
before and after (Amazing Stories, March 1939); Manuel Rey Isip (1904-1987), a Filipino-American artist, who created numerous
illustrations and a few pulp covers in the 1940s (Avon Fantasy, No. 12, 1950); Harold W. McCauley (1913-1977), an American artist,
who produced art for various pulp magazines in the 1940s and 1950s (Amazing Stories, August 1942); Leo Morey (Leopoldo Raul
Morey Pefia, 1899-1965), a Peruvian-American artist known for numerous notable illustrations and covers of early Amazing Stories
(Amazing Stories, March 1930, July 1930, March 1931, April 1932, December 1933, March 1935, October 1935; Amazing Stories
Quarterly, Summer 1930, Winter 1931, Comet, December 1940); Frank R. Paul (1884-1963), an American artist of Hungarian-Czech
origin, born in Austria, the most influential early artist of Gernsback’s Amazing Stories (Amazing Stories, April 1926, September
1927, December 1927, December 1928, February 1929, April 1929, Science Wonder Stories, July 1930); J. W. Scott (John Walter
Scott, Jr., 1907-1987), an American artist and pulp magazine illustrator during the 1930s to 1950s (Future Fiction, November 1939);
and Wesso (Hans Waldemar Wessolowski, 1893-1947), a German-American artist, who for decades produced many memorable
illustrations for pulp magazines from the late 1920s (Amazing Stories, January 1930, Astounding, April 1932).

Other featured covers are Karel Capek’s R. U. R. created by Josef Capek (1887-1945); a cover of Science and Invention by Howard
V. Brown (1878-1945), the author of many early Gernsback magazine covers, and later a cover artist of early SF pulps until 1940
(both on p. 3). The covers for the Australian pulp American Science Fiction magazine and Amazing Stories Quarterly (Summer 1929)
are uncredited.

Also included are a few in-text illustrations of M. J. Breuer’s stories, which are either uncredited (“The Stone Cat”, p. 14), or
attributed to artists such as F. S. Hynd, who illustrated several stories in 1920s pulp SF magazines (“The Man with the Strange
Head”, p. 4); Hugh Mackay, illustrator of several stories in SF pulp publications at the turn of the 1920s and 1930s (“Rays and Men”,
p- 13); Jay Jackson (1905-1954), active in pulp SF magazines at the turn of the 1930s and 1940s (“The Sheriff of Thorium Gulch”,

p- 21); and Wesso (see above) (“Paradise and Iron“, p. 17, and “The Birth of a New Republic”, p. 19). Illustrations from the
Chicago-published Czech yearbook Amerikdn are usually uncredited (as in the case of “Svétoborny ndlez Majka Gruntorada”, p. 22).
An in-text illustration for Breuer’s “Osudny paprsek” (p. 12) is uncredited, albeit signed “B. Butler”, which could be the work

of US artist Bud Butler (Alban B. Butler Jr.) active in the 1920s. The cover of Amerikadn for 1923 (p. 11) was created by US-based
Czech illustrator Emanuel Vaclav Nadherny (1866-1945).

The photograph of K. H. Breuer is uncredited and appeared in his book Zdravovéda (1923) (p. 5). Photographs of M. ]J. Breuer are
uncredited and appear in the following publications: Amerikdn yearbook for 1923 (frontispiece); Czech Pioneers of the Southwest
(1934) by R. Henry Maresh and E. Hudson (p. 7); The University of Texas at Austin’s Cactus Yearbook for 1910 (p. 7); The Nebraska
State Journal of 23 January 1916 (p. 8 top); Omaha’s biweekly Kvéty Americké of 27 March 1918 (p. 8 right middle); The Lincoln Star
of 8 February 1942 (p. 8 down); the pulp Startling Stories of May 1940 (p. 23) and The Lincoln Star of 16 October 1945 (p. 24).

The photograph of Breuer’s grave is by Aneta Campbell.
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