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Hong Kong'’s contemporary architectural identity is perhaps best epitomised by its dramatic
skyline, a modern silhouette complemented by the surrounding mountains and the frenetic
activity of Victoria Harbour. The skyscraper topography we know today began to take shape
in the late 1960s and early 1970s in parallel with Hong Kong's rising economic prosperity.
From this time on, local and international architects have created an imposing and eclectic
gallery of high-rise buildings, with the most recognisable situated in the Central District. The
Hong Kong Heritage Project (HKHP) recently explored the fascinating history of Central’s
urban development in a lecture series titled ‘Behind Old Central- What Urban Landscapes and
FPhotographs Can Tell’” Turn to the News section on page 7 to read more about this event.

Elsewhere in this issue of Past & Present we look to the history of one of the most unusual
buildings in Central and one that has provided a home to Kadoorie businesses for over a
century. The story of St George's Building reflects the wider development of Central and is
also testament to the diverse backgrounds and nationalities of the architects who worked in
Hong Kong during the twentieth century. Over on page 5, architect Chung Wah Nan shares
his design inspiration for the iconic 1972 Peak Tower, a project hailed as a modernist master-
piece that changed the face of Hong Kong. Finally, in this issue’s photo essay we explore the
evolution of St George's Building and the design that influenced the bronze tower of Central.

From everyone here at HKHP, we wish you a merry Christmas and a happy new year, and we
look forward to preserving and exploring more of Hong Kong's history in 2015!

St George’s Building, early 1960s
B {EG KM - 19604 (84

234 & Cilyscapes

A BT SR A R o TR B AR AT T R B T 1L B %
¥ TR R Y S Bl o A IR KM bk L B AV AR AE
19604F RR B 19704F AR H] > Bl 25 7 o8 A0 5 AL 7 B A i R BEL AR -
TEARAE ) > TEASE R L B R R E 2 A A R A B T
o P DR R R R % I H - ATH B AT (B
P BB SRR > TRR PR A AL - WEARTIBTERANA
B FE T -

REPREE > S TR ] BERERILhIEEE — REHRAE
BRI - B (RS REIRTT) IERFE A RS EHER
FITEAE B AR PR - SV AR B BRI s R T 4 b B 3
S JREER T 20 il 2 SR R A B SR 00 & L R B L
oo EERCRMPFEIR & TRERARFRAIE > BRREESRK
B [HEER] RN - 55 @R19724 08—l H
VT PR S R BN T e S L 5 P AR T Y R R AR R
FEWE = 55 EUHCA HI B AR 6 B 0 IR A E LA R LA
oy B -

HEVE AT - AHE 2 A ERA SRR g > RS > IR
AR MR A SR M B Ik !

2014/NO 4

Past & Present?



BRONZE TOWER
N THE CITY
OF VICTORIA

s St George s Bulldmg under development, circa 1967
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First built in 1904 on land reclaimed by the Praya Reclamation Scheme, St George's Buildfng is
deeply intertwined with the history of Central and the wider economic development of Hong
Kong. Past & Present investigates the story of the first and second incarnation of St George’s

Building from the perspective of its architects, tenants and the surrounding landscape.

QOriginally known as the City of Victoria, Central District was the first area of
planned development in Hong Kong. Land sales were held shortly after the
British arrived in 1841, with parcels of land on the Central waterfront sold to
merchants and nearby areas reserved for government and military use. In 1887
Armenian financier, bill and bullion broker and real estate dealer Sir Paul Chater
proposed a reclamation scheme to extend the Central District. Born in 1846 in
Calcutta and of Armenian Christian parents, Chater arrived in Hong Kong in 1864
and was remembered as The Father of Hong Kong' following his death in 1926.
He was interested in such schemes as being the most efficient means of provid-
ing land for urban development and facilitating entrepot trade in Hong Kong. In
1889 Chater formed The Hongkong Land Investment and Agency Company
Limited (Hongkong Land) with James
Johnstone Keswick of the powerful hong
Jardine, Matheson & Company. Six days
later, the new reclamation in central
Victoria and the construction of a new
Praya was approved. The Praya Recla-
mation Scheme began in 1890 and when
completed In 1904, added 59 acres of
land to the Central waterfront, covering
the area from present-day Des Voeux
Road Central to Connaught Road
Central. Numerous commercial buildings
were built on this site as well as civic and
government buildings. The General Post
office, a typical Edwardian construction
of granite and red brick, was builtin 1911
at the Connaught Road-Pedder Street
junction. The Hong Kong Club and Supreme Court, later used as the Legislative
Council Chamber, were also developed in and around the reclamation.
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St George's Building was built on the Central waterfront in 1904 and originally
developed and owned by Hongkong Land. Situated adjacent to the opulent
Queen’s Building on its right (designed by prominent architecture firm Leigh and
QOrange and initially owned by Chater and Sir Hormusjee Mody but later sold to
Hongkong Land) and King's Building and York Building on the left (both owned
by Hongkong Land and designed by Palmer and Turner), St George's was part
of a new complex of commercial buildings named in honour of the British monar-
chy by Sir Paul Chater. Completed in the same year as Alexandra Building, St
George's was relatively small and compact when compared to its neighbours.
The building was designed in the Edwardian Barogue style by architects Robert
K. Leigh and James Orange of Leigh & Orange, originally established in Hong
Kong in 1874 as Danby & Sharp. Buildings designed by the firm from this era still

in existence today include the Dairy Farm building - today’s Fringe Club and
Foreign Correspondent’s Club (1892), the Ohel Leah Synagogue (1902) and St
Andrew's Church (1904).

Robert Gordon Shewan was the first and largest tenant of St George's Building.
A farsighted and determined man, Shewan arrived in Hong Kong on Valentine’s
Day 1881 to work for the American firm Russell & Co, the most successful and
powerful merchant house in the region. The company was later re-organised as
Shewan, Tomes & Co, with Robert Shewan and Charles Alexander Tomes as
senior partners. Shewan registered the China Light & Power Syndicate (later
CLP) in 1901, with Sir Elly Kadoorie providing part of the company’s funding
capital. Tenants occupying the remaining
floors of 5t George's included brokers and
merchants F. Blackhead & Co., Gibb,
Livingston & Co., and Harry Wicking & Co.,
as well as the Chartered Accountant Arthur
Lowe, founder of Lowe, Bingham &
Matthews (later PwC). The entrance to the
original St George's led on to a small lobby
area complete with cage lift and attendant,
and open balconies fronting the harbour. A
rickshaw stand was located directly
outside the building on Connaught Road
and the Star Ferry was conveniently
situated a short distance across the road.

In the summer of 1923 Hongkong Land
offered Robert Shewan, a tenant leasing
the whole of the first floor, the sale of St George's Building. Following a chance
meeting with his friend and business associate Sir Elly Kadoorie in London,
Robert Shewan and Sir Elly decided to establish a jointly owned company to
purchase St George'’s Building in 1924 Sir Elly later bought the building outright
in 1928 and subsequently hired accountants and previous tenants Lowe,
Bingham & Matthews as building managers. In 1936 Elly's son Lawrence
Kadoorie (later Lord) began to investigate the possibility of redeveloping St
George's. Negotiations were held with government officials to potentially
relocate the Government Broadcasting Studio housed in nearby Gloucester
Building to the top floor of a newly redeveloped St George’'s. Lawrence
envisioned the new St George's in the style of the early American skyscrapers
and invited architecture firm Davies, Brooke & Gran to submit proposals. The
redevelopment idea was dropped a few weeks later due to the downturn in the
economy, stiff competition from neighbouring commercial buildings and the
numerous vacant shops and offices available in Central.
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1 Artist's sketch superimposed on a picture of Hong Kong harbour.
The drawing is based on ‘International Building’ in San Francisco.
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In the post-war years the topography of Central underwent a dramatic evolution.
Hong Kong was no longer solely reliant on entrepot trade, but the site of a rapidly
expanding manufacturing industry and tourist scene. The buildings in Hong
Kong's commercial district reflected this change, with Alexandra Building and
Royal Building demolished in 1952 and 1954 respectively, and the buildings
adjacent to St George's (King's Building, York Building and Union Building)
knocked down to make way for Union House (later renamed Swire House), which
opened in 1962. In July 1960 the South China Morning Post reported on a new
hotel planned for Central: ‘the hotel will be put up by Hongkong Land which at
present operates the Gloucester Hotel’. The Mandarin Hotel, previously on the
site of Queen’s Building, was opened in 1963. In the late 1950s the government
announced a new Central area plan that made provisions for a new Central
reclamation scheme and the redevelopment of lands previously owned by the
Royal Navy and the War Department. It was within this context that St George’s
Building was redeveloped into a modern skyscraper.

The Hongkong Engineering and Construction Company (HKECC) was enlisted
as the contractor for the new St George's Building in the early 1960s. HKECC
had previously built CLP's Head Office on Argyle Street and would later work on
the Peak Tower in 1972 (see page 5). HKECC's Authorised Architect, Faitfone
Wong, was commissioned as the Executive Architect, whilst Walter Marmorek
and Peter Womersley of Messrs. Marmorek, Womersley & Associates were
employed as Consultant Architects. Marmorek and Womersley were based in a
small suite (converted into an office) on the top floor of Peninsula Court, the
annex of The Peninsula Hotel. They regularly travelled back and forth between
England, Scotland and Hong Kong, resulting in the architectural designs for St
George's spending much time in transit via the postal system.

Following the demolition of the old St George’s in November 1965, the old timber
piles were removed and replaced with 500 cast in-situ concrete Franki Piles. It
took almost a year to remove the old footings, some of which were about sixty
feet long, before piling could commence. During the 1267 riots and the uncer-
tainty surrounding the Hong Kong economy, Lawrence Kadoorie asked the
builders to work overnight so that the sparks from welding machines could
iluminate Central and inspire confidence in the future of Hong Kong. The
architects incorporated an anodised aluminium curtain wall (supplied by Alcoa)
into the design of the new St George’s, which gave an avant-garde bronze finish
and reduced the heat load. The lobby’s interior was made of Serpegagiante, a
honey-coloured marble used to complement the bronze aluminum columns. Two
decorative screens from the famous ltalian glass works at Murano were affixed
next to the lift lobby, where the fastest high-rise lifts yet installed in Hong Kong
took patrons to their offices and appointments in record time.

The new St George's Building opened in January 1969 and atiracted a number
of high-profile American tenants within its first few months of operation. One
important early anchor tenant was the American Club, first established in Hong
Kong in 1925. The Club occupied the 12th and 14th floors of St George’s (there
being no 13th floor) and was decorated in a ‘Mt. Vernon-esque’ style — early
American plush with wood paneling and burgundy wallpaper complemented
with wooden colonial-style chairs and tables. The Club provided an array of
facilities including a Stag Bar, Mayflower lounge, Chuckwagon coffee shop
serving fries, burgers and milkshakes, a library and a diminutive gym. The new
American Club immediately became the community’s focal point, its favourite
downtown meeting place until its relocation in 1985. The first floor of 5t George’s
was home to a vast banking hall for the Bank of America, which also occupied
the basement, ground, first and second floors. Other early tenants included
China Airlines, Northwest Airlines, Esso Standard Qil and Sony Corporation.

Special thanks to Sibyl Xinying He, Vaudine England, James Robinson, Shirley
Woo, Paul Onslow, Helen Fry and Clare Ungerson for their invaluable help on this
article.

The year 2014 marks the 45th anniversary of the second generation St
George’s Building, the bronze skyscraper of Central designed by a trio of
Chinese, Scottish and Austrian architects. The building is today managed
by Kadoorie Estates.

THE ARCHITECTS
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Walter Marmorek was born in Vienna, Austria, in 1909. The son of a master
builder, he died in 2009 aged 100. He arrived in London, England as a young
architect in 1937. Following Hitler's annexation of Austria in 1938, he became
involved in the building of Kitchener Camp in Kent, which provided shelter
for over 3,000 men. In the immediate post-war period, Walter made his mark
restoring buildings devastated during the Blitz, including the Austrian
embassy in London.
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Peter Womersley at his home at The Rig, Gattonside, Scotland
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Peter Womersley (1923 - 1995) was widely considered to be one of the most
visionary architects working in Scotland in the latter half of the twentieth
century. In 1972 his Bernat Klein Studio in Scotland won a RIBA award and
Edinburgh Architectural Association Centenary Medal. It was recently voted
fifth in a list of the 100 best post-war buildings in Scotland.
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Faitfone Wong was educated in Manila, Philippines, and worked for HKECC
for over 18 years. He was a founder member of the Society of Architects in
1956, today’s Hong Kong Institute of Architects, and was responsible for the
design of a number of houses on the Kadoorie Estate.
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Clockwise from above: St George’s pictured in 1927,
the interior of the building captured in 1908 and

EHEIARE - BAERT - 19278  BESATEAER
19085  AME—NEFBEHKBE

-

g
Robert G. Shewan, earliest tenant of St George’s Building [ =

=

L=

TE19044F B Wy A IRAT » DL EE4F [ o5
kB | Hb B o 8 i HE AL R B o B sk K
HRBEHERREA A - HW) [HKR]| D
SN~ RLE B R BRI A - Ty KB
e o R 4% D A R Tl e

MRS 2] P E > RS NS BR A E - 18415/
PBEAACH L EEHE > PER S 0B b T a0 HE RN R EERE
Ah > FABIETT M i - RO - P95 8T 4T B L 18 AR BRI R B IR
TR - AT LR 8465 A YA BN A% > RPN KRR R R b -
it 18644F 4K HE > Z10264F M AT » —HEFWEMR S > LB H 2 Bin R
M B (AR T B2 5« 18894F » MEAT B F1I¥E 4T KIE James Johnstone Keswick
AHEAMBEHEN > £ARERBLROAR > MGG [EFHETE ] &
R o TARR 18904 BG4 BORAT » 19044 3% TR B P BIIER T #1595 A £
Ho MERARSROERE T LBET D — 8 - BHENAGE AL
A o B BT AT AL o B BUN R A SRR > BIANER 19114 H BB
o SRR T R B SR AT 5 28 S 6 AL A A o bR R o R AR L R
BAT o FEULHD B SR A L M R B SR A A @ T AR R A (R
BERR Sk R ) -

WK B R B AT AE10044F R HE B ML BB B AR - R R E RN S a0
Rz —  HEREENRET (hE WA LRE - B2 BT R - %
HEFHFEEN) » ZREEFTRET (FATREHLIEH » Bl BEAE
BRRET) o MEAT R A B DA I 2 R R o % 0 — b T TR 2R A o T R R L
KAT (BWKBEH ) AR ER T - PLEphd Lm0 2 o o0 b g pl g B 4
WATIERM S HEEHE - AFEEMAMAFIL - A% (Leigh & Orange Ltd.)
FEIRTAE A i » AR R e R MR w25 » K pESfaR
ShEIFEE G (18024 » Wi BB A RN REE) ~ MAHHATE (19024F) K
FERE (19044F) -

BHUEZE (Robert Gordon Shewan) BEVERATEFERERMHS - HZER 1881
FIRREE  ERNEEFTREENEARE N REHREAT > B EER
Charles Alexander Tomesh % &% ABEEME » 2 M % Shewan, Tomes &
Co. = 19014 » HEZE it A#¥ China Light & Power Syndicate (WPERIS) - H#E
YHFEEB RN ES - BT AL S B8 — T RET - filn
F. Blackhead & Co. ~ Gibb, Livingston & Co. & Harry Wicking & Co. » #SMBH
il FHArthur Lowe (9 #AE » BAIHF A Lowe, Bingham & MatthewsIERHE
SRS BT 5 - PEERAETRAT A IE P Py Rl AR TR R E - PLRR IR B

T 7 s A PR — DRI o PR B R R AT 1 9634F PR > BEFE
SUSTTE AL SO Y < B VIR A T SRV AT B AT B s i R S i
KE -

19604FACH0 » T B 8 15 PR A I A Va7 (BDRERAE) BRE
P o FEIL 2 A EURT A A 8 B D R AR A 2 TR AR O > RARARAE19724E 2
AE-RLUEEEEEE (A%5H) - @FgEmREREmEsihEse
PEdG A B THE A BT B SERT » i Messrs. Marmorek, Womersley & Associatesf]
Walter B ZoAE RE R B 500 - Marmorek ¢
Womersley QI BEHF 2 S5 A 20 1 B TERE — R AR S B O R0 » s RMB M A B0 % »
R SRR - B REEZH  ERTEEANHT > MEFEHERF
S 2R PR T A O R B R SR -

Marmorek & Peter Womersley

WERATIE19654F 11 A B 2R » ¥ B 69 AR B i #5003 sl i
HEIRSE L M Frankiff - TEFIRITIE Z AT AE IR RIECOZRMEILE » BHELE
—4F o FE196TE BRI - BT — AR > AR LB F R T
TAE > Repeks e BT DURRSE P BB » S AR BB AR R fF ORI E - &
SEARAE A B b AL SRR RS (P OERUSREBLIE) - BT A K B — i A ol
G > EAEEMAR - KEAAREAN ETEBECHARES - B A
SO EERRE « AR A R IR B A BUR I AR LR BRI R > A R
B A B o S AP0 T T Y PR =

ZHMBPIG R E1069F 1 H 85 > FEEEYA R » SRS T —RE#HNRE
HERGE A > b S5 1025 AT I BT A SEE & » RHA T O BEAY 1 oM R 1 4d (
KRBESER A 134) > DA R A A R A R L R B R S 48 o RO BEAR - AR
AE DA ROF SR > —IREMEB i HHERS - @R T A2 AR SRR
KA > BE MBS SRR S - HREEZAOERETEOD » 5
Bl MAE b AR R PE 1985 AL - SEEERATRIFL A 7 R A9 H R
ZE LIS AR AR SRAT B R o UMY LI R A o A 2
A7 > REWAREAR > RREEGHATNN S (BBRE) AR%ES -

#FUL NG BISibyl Xinying He » Vaudine England ~ James Robinson ~ RHEHE ~ &
B~ Helen Fry X Clare Ungerson 23 K3 {3 GBI R H21) -

200445 E PR KT T R 45 AR AL S S AR A A = )
REETT ~ R e SR )t A g o MBS = KD A IR i I A L -



WATCH TOWER ON THE PEAK
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Chung Wah Nan is widely recognised as the doyen of Hong Kong architects. An accomplished
calligrapher and renowned writer, Chung was responsible for a number of Hong Kong
landmarks including City University and Tregunter Towers. Past & Present discovers the story

behind one of his most iconic creations, the 1972 Peak Tower.

Towards the end of 1962 Chung Wah Man arrived in Hong Kong following a nine
year stint in England. He immediately set about job hunting and had already
approached several architecture firms when he received a call from Walter
Marmorek. Marmorek had heard that Chung was looking for a job and soon
offered him a position in his firm Messrs. Marmorek, Womersley & Associates,
located on the top floor of Peninsula Court, the luxury annex situated behind The
Peninsula Hotel. One of Chung’s first tasks was to assist with the five-year
modernisation of The Peninsula Hotel. Chung was appointed Resident Site
Architect and attended to overnight emergencies whilst living and working in
Peninsula Court. He was responsible for the design of the lighting in the
Peninsula Lobby and supervised the repositioning of the old
pre-war staircase. Chung worked closely with Marmorek,
whom he remembered as speaking ‘English slowly but
precisely with a very heavy German accent ... he dressed
immaculately and his manner belonged to the old Continental
School of Intellectuals. He and | got on very well together as
he was extremely interested in Chinese culture’. The two
became good friends and kept in touch long after Chung left
the firm in 1964. Chung also worked together with Peter
Womersley whom he met later as his main office was located
in Scotland. Chung reflected that ‘Peter was a very quick
designer and an equally quick draughtsman ... | learnt a lot
from Walter in administration and site management and quick
on-the-spot design from Peter’.

In 1964 Chung branched out alone, establishing the private

practice Chung Wah MNan & Partners. A short time later, Hong Kong experienced
deep turmoil and an economic downturn as a consequence of the 1967 riots.
Business suffered and Chung made preparations to leave Hong Kong with his
young family. As part of his farewell luncheons Chung met Tony Oliver, then
Company Secretary of The Hongkong and Shanghai Hotels, Limited (HSH),
leading to the second unexpected phone call of Chung's early career - a
meeting request from Horace Kadoorie (later sir) — Director of the Peak
Tramways. Horace and his colleagues were planning a new tourist facility on the
Peak to accommeodate the growing numbers of recreational visitors at Victoria
Gap. The Peak Tramways had approached the Public Works Department on the
possibility of building a unique complex for residents and visitors in May 1960.
Following protracted negotiations, the site was finally purchased, with
Hongkong Engineering and Construction Company (HKECC) engaged as
contractors. The next step was to find the architect. Following a meeting with
Horace and Lawrence Kadoorie, Chung soon came on board as the designer
for the new Peak Tramways project.

Chung set to work studying the site and its surrounding area, from the peak to
the harbour and back again. With only 800 square metres of space on a 1:1
slope and a difficult and irregular terrain, the design constraints required an
unconventional and dynamic approach. After a fortnight of work, Chung devised
four basic design principles: the building must respect the existing skyline,
visitors should have a clear view of the Victoria Harbour and the South China
Sea, the building's form must be new and exciting and yet familiar, and finally,
he conceded that as a silhouette, the building's aesthetic shape would be
magnified (turn the page to see Chung’s illustrations of these principles). With
these criteria in mind, Chung's free-hand skeiches soon gave shape to an
ancient gate tower in a traditional Chinese city wall. One of the major challenges
was to convert this classical design into a modern tourist centre,
with the city wall perceived as ‘heavy and solid’ and the watch
tower element above as ‘light and floating.’ The floating element
would house restaurants, cafes and kitchens, with the building's
structure literally lifted into the air so that visitors could command
a panoramic view of the harbour and the South China Sea. The
city wall was made to look strong as if it provided a defence
against attacks. Symbolically, Chung's "City Gate with Watch-
tower’ concept, overlooking the entire peninsula from the colour-
ful activity of urban Victoria in the north and the un-spoilt hillsides
and myriad islands to the south, was designed to oversee and
protect the day-to-day trade and commercial activities of Hong
Kong. For many, the appearance of what was to become known
as the Peak Tower was akin to that of an incense burner when
viewed from the city below.

When the Peak Tower opened in August 1972, it was the only public building to
offer an uninterrupted view of Hong Kong. The tower became a dramatic part of
Hong Kong's skyline and a distinctive landmark for Hong Kong Island. In 1971
HSH acquired The Peak Tramways and operated the restaurants in the new
tourist complex along the same high-guality lines as The Peninsula and Repulse
Bay Hotels. These included The Tower Restaurant, fitted with Tai Ping carpets
and boasting a highly-polished sprung dance floor, The Peak Coffee Shop and
the Lo Fung Restaurant. The Peak Tower's futuristic design, which a local paper
remarked ‘resembles anything from a reservoir water tank to a miniature ocean
liner’, was an instant hit with visitors and locals alike. By 1974, one million visitors
had passed through its portals.

The 1972 Peak Tower was replaced with a new structure in the 1990s,
designed by British architects Terry Farrell & Partners. The award winning
seven-storey Peak Tower opened just five weeks before the Handover of
Hong Kong on 1 July 1997.
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BEHIND OLD CENTRAL

From the trade and financial centre of the
City of Victoria to the administrative base
of the HKSAR Government, the Central
District has long been integral to
Hong Kong's social, economic and
political development. In October
2014 HKHP shared its unigue
archival collection in a small
exhibition and engaged schol-

ars and experts to introduce the
history of Central in a series of
lectures held at the Hong Kong
Heritage Discovery Cenire.
Families and children were also
invited to join the event, with art
and craft workshops taking place
throughout the weekend. The
successful event was held in
collaboration with the Antiquities and
Monuments Office.

RIS b B

B A 22 A R 8 B OB E R R BUR M S R B -

PREFENLE - B REOGEE L —mE i

W EAELION » RAHB R HBHEES

i » FEF WO IRM I SR - R

HERER P RE SR EDARA - 8
I 4R E R F TR T ARY) -

JiE sl B A i S SR 9

HEI T sk AR | Y B 3 U A
E o AT RS Y RO B e e
B AR R Bk B s B P 3 5
i AP 52 ) B 22 8 > 43 B SR AR L AR G

HEEERE DR R LT

Johnnie To interviewed by Young Historians
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YOUNG HISTORIANS
MEET INDUSTRY LEADERS

Award-winning movie director Johnnie To was recently interviewed along
with CLP Power's Managing Director Paul Poon and The Peninsula Hotel's
General Manager Rainy Chan. The trio were taking part in HKHP's Young
Historian Programme and generously shared their professional knowledge
and experiences with a group of young students. Jointly organised by HKHP
and Hong Kong Baptist University, the 'Professionalism in Hong Kong’
Programme gives students the opportunity to meet and learn from industry
leaders through the oral history discipline. Other interviewees taking part in
the programme include former Chief Archivist of the Hong Kong Public
Records Office and the former Chief Forensic Pathologist.

HISTORY AFTERNOONS

HKHP recently held a series of History Afternoon sessions for staff from
various Kadoorie businesses, including Kadoorie Estates, The Hongkong
and Shanghai Hotels, Limited and Tai Ping Carpets. The sessions were
designed to introduce the materials from the HKHP Archive and to enrich
staff understanding of the Kadoorie Family’s corporate and philanthropic
endeavours since the late nineteenth century. The programme includes a
history presentation, tour of the archive, a display of historic business
records dating back to 1886 and distribution of HKHP's resource kits. More
History Afternoons will be launched next year. To find out more or to book a
History Afternoon, please get in touch using the contact details on the back
page.
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ST GEORGE’'S BUILDING
DESIGN EVOLUTION
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The structural steel core of
St George’s Building, c. 1967
@{Eﬁxmmmma 196?’?—

tch of existing and proposed
new St George’s Building showing
reclamation in progress, c. 1964 i
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; entral waterfront sllow:ng the black buses of
The Hongkong & Shanghai Hotels, ¢. 1930
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Featured as the cover story for the July 1969 issue of Far East Builder, St WK AR ¥ B2 ) © 45 B Far East Builder #7619604E7 H SEaY 3 H » RCEE
George's was billed as a Hong Kong commercial giant in bronze aluminum [ s BB ST B » 4 S B B A S BT » M SR PSS EE IR L
when first opened. Viewed from afar or from street level, the latest prestige 3 _ i

building to be erected in the Central District of Hong Kong is clearly discernable REEROWE | | MR R QREIURBR » 1268 RovRIGRBE
from its neighbours — a primary objective called for in the client’s brief'. St BTSSR > BERESE - BRI SORSMREE AR RA AR -

George's Building is still easily recognisable today thanks to its metal and

coloured-glass cladding. Breaks on the 12th and 24th floor serve to bring a T B ) R SR A 2SI AR 3T - B pATA B Y BV E T T AR 1 1958

dynamic rhythm to the design of the building with the introduction of large
windows, set in bronze aluminum sheet spandrel panels.
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According to Dr Hoyin Lee of the Architectural Conservation Programmes at LB » Seagram Building K E R AR EGIER LM -
The University of Hong Kong, the design of St George’s Building may have been

inspired by the hugely influential Seagram Building in New York, completed in

1958. Designed by German architect Ludwig Mies van der Rohe in the

International Style, a notable feature of the building is its sleek bronze-coloured

curtain wall. In a similar fashion to St George's, the Seagram Building also made

extensive use of marble within its interiors.

Editor: Amelia Allsop

GET IN TOUCH A
Bk 1% 31 e

Address:

The Hong Kong Heritage Project
8 Laguna Verde Avenue

Hung Hom, Kowloon, Hong Kong

The Hong Kong Heritage Project is a non-profit organisation established in
2007 to preserve history and promote heritage awareness in Hong Kong. It
comprises a unique collection of public-access archives originating from the
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Kadoorie family and their interests, and outreach programmes aimed to Mtk :
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https://www.facebook.com/hongkongheritage
https://twitter.com/hkheritage
https://www.youtube.com/user/HongKongHeritage
http://honghongheritage.wordpress.com/

