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ST. PAUL'S CHAPEL, COLWMBL. UNIVERSITY, Amsterdaom avenue at 117th Strect, Borough
of Manhattan. Begun 19Ch, completed 1907, archit.cts Howells & Stokes.

Landmark Site: Rorough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1973, Lot 1 in part, consisting
of the land on which the described building is situated.

On June 1, 1966, thc Landmarks Preservation Commission held o public hearing
on the proposed designation as a Landmark of St. Paul's Chapcl, Columbia University
and the proposed designation of the rclated Landmork Site. (Item No. 37). The
hearing had been duly advertised in accordnnce with the provisions of law, Two
witnessus spoke in favor of designation. Thore were no speakurs in opposition to
designation. In 2 letter to the Commission, Grayson Kirk, President of Columbia
‘University, said that the University was "happy to accept this designation.™

DESCRIPTICN AND ANALYSIS

St. Paulls Chapel attains an altogether pleasing dignity from its beautiful
proportions and handsome architcctural details. This brick building with limestonc
trim is highlighted with terra cottz ornament and ornamental bronze carcfully
integrated into an harmonious ceclegiastical design. Becausc of its Greck cross
plan, surmounted by 2 high drummed domc over the crossing and its four columned
portico (porech) with a Florentine gable, this Byzantine Chapcl displaying much
Ttalian Renaissance detail makes an artractive contribution to Jmerican architecturc

This small chapel is set within a landscaped areca east of Low Momorial Library,
and is well sitcd among the buildings on the Columbia campus. Flanking thc low risc
of steps leading into the main porch are two handsome bronzc torcheres. The unusual
columns of thc vaultod portico instcad of having classic capitals arc topped by
winged cherubs. Large bronze doors, handsomcly enframcd, provide a fitting entroneo
for the Chapcl. At the east end thc building terminates in & somi"CjVCF&Sf apse.

The north and south tronsept walls arc picrced by large, arched wi _gS/QJ,great
beauty. Y Ny
LY 3
The Chapel, bearing thce inscriptidn, "For the Church of God r§‘ﬁhgift ‘
01ivia and Carolin: Stokes in momory of Jamcs Stokes and his wife linc'ﬁhc')

The twenty four windows in the drum of the dome are adorned with the a@:? of) "=
notablc old New York families, whose namcs are associated with the his . of the
University, and includc such prominent names as Philip Van Cortlandt, Abnqzbv'dgzh
Poyster, Gorard Beckman, DeWitt Clinton, and William C. Rhinelander.

FINDINGS iND DESIGNATIONS

On the basis of a careful consideration of the history, the architccture and
other featurcs of this building, the Landmarks Preservation Commission finds that
St. Paull's Chapel, Columbia University has a special character, spccial historical
and aesthetic intcrest and valuc as part of the development, heritago and cultural
characteristics of Hew York City.

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, St. Paul's
Chapel of Columbia University is a unique cxample of American architcctural design,
that this Byzantinc Chapel displaying much Italian Renaissance detail has great
beauty and charm ~nd that it cnhances the Columbia campus where it stands.

Accordingly, pursuant to the provislons of Chapter 8-A of the Charter of the
City of Now York and Chapter 8-A of the Administrative Code of the City of New
York, thce Landmarks Prescrvation Commission designates as a Landmark St. Paul's
Chapel, Columbic University, Amsterdam Avenue at 11l7th Strect, Borough of Manhattan
and designates as its related Landmark Site that part of Borough of Manhattan Tax
Map Block 1973, Lot 1 which contains the land on which the described building is
situated.



