
The War Tapes

Questions

Where are the publics? Are there particular "home front" publics?

To what extent does The War Tapes organize publics different from 
those of  other Iraq war or war on terror films?

Do the issues raised by The War Tapes organize distinctive publics?  
Are the publics organized into pro-war and anti-war clusters, or does the film
begin another discussion related to the war in Iraq and the war on terror?

Does the film festival change or amplify the conversation about the

issues raised in the film? 



The War Tapes

Where are the publics? Are there particular "home front" publics?

Findings

The War Tapes has missing publics. The War Tapes is not discussed 

significantly in the military blogging community, including "milbloggers," 

military family blogs and veterans' blogs.



Veterans Blogs

http://2slick.blogspot.com/

http://baldilocks.typepad.com/

http://billroggio.com/

http://bloodletting.blog-city.com/

> http://grimbeorn.blogspot.com/

http://m2hb50calhmg.blogspot.com/

http://majormikeusmc.blogspot.com/

> http://outsidethebeltway.com/

http://smalltownveteran.typepad.com/

http://thefriendlyghost.blog-city.com/

http://www.cadillactight.com/

http://www.donaldsensing.com/

http://www.emersons.net/

http://www.fredschoeneman.com/

http://www.intel-dump.com/

http://www.majordad1984.com/

http://www.straightwhiteguy.com/

http://www.techography.com/

http://www.theadventuresofchester.com/

http://www.wordunheard.com/

2/20 mention “The War Tapes"

hgrimbeorn.blogspot.com says:

At I MBC, I listened to Specialist Mike Moriarty 

of the War Tapes talking about guarding a 

convoy that turned out to be refrigerated trucks 

of ice cream and cheesecake. "I love ice cream. 

I love cheesecake," he said. "But if it means 

guarding fewer convoys every month..."

 

The War Tapes –  Where are the publics?

The War Tapes has missing publics.The War Tapes is not discussed 

significantly in the military blogging community, including "milbloggers", 

military family blogs and veterans' blogs.

Legend

Mentions of The War Tapes

Blog sub-sphere

Ratio of sources mentioning key words to all sources.

Method _Using tools.issuecrawler.net/scrapeGoogle, query milbloggers and associated sites (harvested from blackfive.net) for "The War Tapes", 27 September 2006.

Sources: blackfive.net and google.com

Military Spouses and Family blogs

http://andwhatnext.mu.nu/

> http://armywifetoddlermom.blogspot.com/

http://nesshou.blogspot.com/

http://rule308.blogspot.com

http://sablogs.com/index.php

http://sandgram.blogspot.com/

http://somesoldiersmom.blogspot.com

http://technicalities.mu.nu/

http://www.redneckramblings.com/

http://www.reverseretina.com/

http://www.riversofblood.us/

> http://www.sablogs.com/index.php?blog=40

> http://www.sablogs.com/index.php?blog=46

http://www.smilingdynamite.blogspot.com/

http://www.straightwhiteguy.com/

http://www.tammisworld.com/

> http://www.thedonovan.com/beth/

4/17 mention  “The War Tapes" 3/82 mention “The War Tapes"

sablogs.com/index.php?blog=46 says:

The soldiers’ unfailing candor and honesty 

defines the heart of this film. THE WAR TAPES 

is not afraid to show soldiers as fully compli-

cated human beings –this is not reality TV, and 

it’s certainly not mainstream media coverage 

of the war. This is real war. These soldiers got 

the story the 2,700 embedded 

reporters never could.

Milbloggers

http://ablekaneadventures.blogspot.com/

http://airbornecombatengineer.typepad.com/

http://alexandertheaverage.blogspot.com/

http://ambotchka.blogspot.com/

http://anamericansoldier.blogspot.com/

http://armyadvice.org/ryanseals/

http://armymanblog.blogspot.com/

http://assumecommand.blogspot.com/

http://avengerredsix.blogspot.com/

http://bdelapla.typepad.com/firepowerforward/

http://bl0g.delobi.us/

http://brian.mcgovernville.com/

http://camelspider.typepad.com/hurl/

http://chiefwiggles.com/

http://combatarms.mu.nu/

http://currierd.typepad.com/centurion/

> http://dadmanly.blogspot.com/

http://darthvob.us/

http://desert-smink.blogspot.com/

http://dogtags.risawn.com/

http://froggyruminations.blogspot.com/

http://goingdownrange.blogspot.com/

http://gojackarmy.blogspot.com/

http://hallsofmontezumashoresoftripoli.blogspot.com/

http://hamiltonspamphlets.blogs.com/hamiltons_pamphlets/

http://hokie.us/

http://hookersgirl.blogspot.com/

http://ihatesandandcamels.blogspot.com/

http://iraq.billhobbs.com/

http://iraqnow.blogspot.com/

http://jbrookins.tblog.com/

http://jim-kosovo.blogspot.com/

http://michaelyon.blogspot.com/

http://newsfrombaghdad.blogspot.com/

> http://www.mudvillegazette.com

> http://www.thedonovan.com

and more.........

thedonovan.com says:

Deborah Scranton has ramped the idea of 

citizen journalism up a few notches with her 

film, The War Tapes.
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The War Tapes

To what extent does The War Tapes organize publics different from

those of  other Iraq war or war on terror films? 

Findings

The publics organized by The War Tapes are also those organized by other 

Iraq war and war on terror films. Only a leading blogger (Huffingtonpost.com) 

takes up The War Tapes (together with Iraq for Sale), and not the other films. 

The War Tapes is also less significantly mentioned than Uncovered: 

The War on Iraq, Sir No Sir!, Occupation Dreamland and Fahrenheit 9/11.



The War Tapes –  and other Iraq War and War on Terror Films. Same Publics? 

The publics organized by The War Tapes are also those organized by  other 

Iraq war and war on terror films. Only a leading blogger  

(Huffingtonpost.com) takes up The War Tapes (together with Iraq for Sale), 

and not the other films. The War Tapes is also less significantly mentioned 

than Uncovered: The War on Iraq, Sir No Sir!, Occupation Dreamland and  

Fahrenheit 9/11. 

Legend

Films

Sources

Co-occurrence analysis of key words and sources.

Method _Query tools.issuecrawler.net/scrapeGoogle for "The War Tapes"  as well as other films, 27 September 2006. 

Source: google.com

To what extent does The War Tapes organize publics different from those of 

other Iraq war or war on terror films? 

UNCOVER ED: THE WAR  ON IR AQ

imdb.com
SIR  NO SIR

FAHR ENHEIT 9/11

sir nosir .com

tr uthuncover ed.com

OCCUPATION DR EAMLAND 

THE GR OUND TR UTH

THE WAR  TAPES

IR AQ FOR  SALE

ifilm.com
r ottentomatoes.com

THE ROAD TO GUANTANAMO 

movies2.nytimes.com

movies.aol.com

indiewir e.com

amazon.com

youtube.com

ir aqfor sale.or g

michaelmoor e.com

thewar tapes.com

fahr enheit911.com

film.guar dian.co.uk

apple.com

buzzflash.com huffingtonpost.com

occupationdr eamland.com chutr y.wor dher der s.net

jimgilliam.com

efilmcr itic.com

washingtonpost.com

movies.go.com movies.yahoo.comen.wikipedia.or g

dvdideas.com

okimc.or g

powells.com

thegr oundtr uth.or g

sfgate.com

movies.msn.com

flickr .com

villagevoice.com

ber linale.de

fandango.com

disinfo.com

calendar live.com

facets.or g

infor mationclear inghouse.info

chicagotr ibune.com

boxofficemojo.com

boston.com
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The War Tapes

Do the issues raised by The War Tapes organize distinctive publics?  

Are the publics organized into pro-war or anti-war clusters, or does the film 

begin another discussion related to the war in Iraq?

Findings

Pro-war, anti-war and "real war" publics are distinctive for The War Tapes, 

where real war organizes the largest public, and anti-war the smallest. 

Of  the issues associated with the film, the most significant and distinctive 

conversation concerns the "citizen soldier," followed by real war. 



The War Tapes' Issues: Citizen Soldiers in Real War 

Pro-war, anti-war and "real war" publics are distinctive for The War Tapes, 

where real war organizes the largest public, and anti-war the smallest. 

Of the issues associated with the film, the most  significant and distinctive 

conversation concerns the "citizen  soldier," followed by real war. 

Legend

Issues

Sources

Co-occurrence analysis of key words and sources.

Method _Query tools.issuecrawler.net/scrapeGoogle for "The War Tapes"  and issues, once issue key word discovery has been performed, 27 September 2006.

Source: google.com

Do the issues raised by The War Tapes organize distinctive publics?  

Are the publics organized into pro-war and anti-war clusters, or does the film begin 

another discussion related to the war in Iraq and the war on terror?

R EAL WAR
PR O-WAR

alter net.or g

ANTI WAR

thewar tapes.com

dailykos.com
dr inkingliber ally.or g

huffingtonpost.com

popmatter s.com

sear ch.comcast.net

youtube.com

filmmakingfor
thepoor .blogspot.com

democr acyr ising.us

mur doconline.net

thenation.com

happyr obot.net

tr ibecafilmfestival.or g

ga3.or g

video.aol.com

pulpmovies.com

susur r ation.blogspot.com

gr abwar ez.com

r ottentomatoes.com

majikthise.typepad.com

sfgate.com

nytimes.com

movieever yday.blogspot.com

teambio.or g

nhpr .or g

dosomething.or g

clear inghouse.infovlad.net

boomantr ibune.com

for ums.joe.to

mer cur ynews.com

abqtr ib.com

militar ygr r r l.blogspot.com

fer dyonfilms.blogspot.com

wor kinglife.typepad.com

my.oper a.com

nettime.fr eeflux .net

joi.ito.com

defensetech.or g

gatago.com

for ums.militar y.com

leftwingnutjob.blogspot.com

olber mannwatch.com

thomistic.blogspot.com

optr uth.or g

for um.fear bush.com

thevillager .com

hop.dar tmouth.edu

guer r illagir ls.com

tinyr evolution.com

gnn.tv

tpmcafe.com

ur uknet.info

fr eep.com

myamusementpar k.blogspot.com

actsofaggr ession.blogspot.com

awar dtour .net

web-war .com

dr afthouse.com

weblogsky.com

filmaffinity.com

wor dpr ess.com

feeds.feedbur ner .com

eye.net

exclaim.ca

uscpublicdiplomacy.com

sacr amentofor democr acy.or g

newz.softlinks.eu

nosi.or g

community.channel4.com

movies.aol.com

moviejungle.com

cr isscr oss.com

militar ygr r r l.com

postwr iter sgr oup.com
pr ogr essnow.or g

ifcblog.ifctv.com

cabar feidh.com

thecablegame.blogspot.com

blog.washingtonpost.com

abqpeaceandjustice.or g

lists.por tside.or g
liber tywatchr adio.com

danger museum.multiply.com

leftwor d.blogdig.netbelcour t.or g

kr .blog.yahoo.com

littlegr eenfootballs.com

dack.com

ar chive.or g

stor iesinamer ica.blogspot.com

waxbanks.typepad.com

unsolicitedopinion.blogspot.com

thephoenix .com

suppor tmyr edbulls.blogspot.com

sunshaman.dailykos.com

bichos-car pinteir os.blogspot.com

souther ndemocr ats.us

r ebellenation.blogspot.com

cd.columbus.oh.us

mylifeasamilitar yspouse.blogspot.com

mondo-canuckistani.blogspot.com

mastuvu.typepad.com

letter fr ombaghdad.blogspot.com

declineandfallofwester ncivilization
.blogspot.com

inmyownway.blogspot.com

demagogue.blogspot.com

fiucer .blogsome.com

iava.or g

CITIZEN SOLDIER R EAL WAR

PR O-WAR

HOME FR ONT

milblogging.com WAR  R EPOR TING

thewar tapes.com

alter net.or g

ANTI WAR

KBR

tr ibecafilmfestival.or g

r ottentomatoes.com

andiswor ld.typepad.com

popmatter s.com

nhpr .or g

secur ingamer ica.com

mudvillegazette.com

blackfive.net

huffingtonpost.com

dailykos.com

outr agedmoder ates.or g

citypages.com

campuslife.louisville.edu

sfgate.com

tvshogal.blogspot.com

dr inkingliber ally.or g

movies2.nytimes.com

abqtr ib.com

stor iesinamer ica.blogspot.com

thisfuckingwar .blogspot.com

war post.blogsome.com

sear ch.comcast.net

campuspr ogr ess.or g

thenation.com
mpar ent7777.livejour nal.com

dailywar news.blogspot.com

hyper or g.com

filmmakingfor thepoor .blogspot.com

youtube.com

mur doconline.net

welcomehomesoldier .com

medill.nor thwester n.edu

pulpmovies.com

happyr obot.net

video.aol.com

ga3.or g

mer cur ynews.com

democr acyr ising.us

sablogs.com

olber mannwatch.com

blogexplosion.com

tianews.blogspot.com

kr .blog.yahoo.com

danger museum.multiply.com

nextnews.wor dpr ess.com

downes.ca

liber tywatchr adio.com

r ayr obison.typepad.com

azstar net.com

thunder r un.blogspot.com

dadmanly.blogspot.com

mylifeasamilitar yspouse.blogspot.com

inmyownway.blogspot.com

whatbushr eallymeant.blogspot.com

calendar live.com

susur r ation.blogspot.com

gr abwar ez.com

omidyar .net

r ebellenation.blogspot.com

post.gmane.or g unsolicitedopinion.blogspot.com

ar mchair gener alist.typepad.com

suppor tmyr edbulls.blogspot.com

the-r esistance-or g.blogspot.com

seattlepi.nwsour ce.com

dosomething.or g

nytimes.com

boomantr ibune.com

wor kinglife.typepad.com

my.oper a.com

fer dyonfilms.blogspot.com

clear inghouse.infovlad.net

for ums.militar y.com

chutr y.wor dher der s.net

teambio.or g

majikthise.typepad.com

militar ygr r r l.blogspot.com

news.com.com

sgthook.com

for ums.joe.to

movieever yday.blogspot.com

defensetech.or g

itcos.eponym.com

optr uth.or g

cr isscr oss.com

mediastudy.com

thomistic.blogspot.com

peacehasnobor der s.or g

nettime.or g

nettime.fr eeflux .net

gatago.com

alibi.com

mother jones.com

joi.ito.com

leftwingnutjob.blogspot.com

actsofaggr ession.blogspot.com

wor dpr ess.com

boston.com

aggr ssive.olt.ubc.ca

sacr amentofor democr acy.or g

dack.com

weblogsky.com

community.channel4.com

sevendaysvt.com

cjr daily.or g

sf360.or g

pr ompt.newsvine.com bookclub.tpmcafe.com

thevillager .com

web-war .com

cabar feidh.com

uscpublicdiplomacy.com

ar tvoice.com

pr ogr essnow.or g

awar dtour .net

ur uknet.info

tinyr evolution.com

blog.washingtonpost.com

tpmcafe.com

belcour t.or g

thecablegame.blogspot.com

gnn.tv

littlegr eenfootballs.com

lists.por tside.or g

leftwor d.blogdig.net

latimes.com

jour nalism.nyu.edu

militar ygr r r l.com

ifcblog.ifctv.com

hop.dar tmouth.edu

moviejungle.com

movies.aol.com

myamusementpar k.blogspot.com

postwr iter sgr oup.com

fr eep.com

newz.softlinks.eu

dar tmouth.edu

disinfo.com

abqpeaceandjustice.or g

nosi.or g

guer r illagir ls.com

dr afthouse.com

for um.fear bush.comexclaim.ca
eye.net

feeds.feedbur ner .com

feeneyfor office.us

newsday.com

filmaffinity.com

ver nondent.blogspot.com

annotatedtimes.blogr unner .com

donkeyod.blogspot.com thebosunlocker .blogspot.com

letter fr ombaghdad.blogspot.com

lumpen.com

mikegulf.blogspot.com
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The War Tapes

Does the film festival change or amplify the conversation about the issues 

raised in the film? 

Findings

The Tribeca Film Festival amplified the discussion regarding citizen soldiers, 

and also organized a conversation about the "home front," one previously 

lacking in intensity. The festival also witnessed a diminished association 

of  The War Tapes with discussions about pro-war, anti-war or real war.

 



The War Tapes and the Tribeca Film Festival. 
Citizen soldier conversation at the home front. 

The Tribeca Film Festival amplified the discussion regarding citizen  

soldiers, and also organized a conversation about the "home front,"  one 

previously lacking in intensity. The festival also witnessed a diminished 

association of The War Tapes with discussions about pro-war, anti-war or 

real war.

Legend

Co-occurrence analysis of key words and sources.

Method _Query tools.issuecrawler.net/scrapeGoogle for "The War Tapes" AND Tribeca AND issues.

Sample Query _"the war tapes" AND tribeca AND "pro-war" AND -anti-war

Source: google.com

Does the film festival change or amplify the conversation about the issues? 

Issues

Sources

milblogging.com

TR IBECA AND CITIZEN SOLDIER

TR IBECA AND HOME FR ONT

tr ibecafilmfestival.or g

TR IBECA AND ANTI WAR

huffingtonpost.com

TR IBECA AND KBR

thewar tapes.com

indiewir e.com

andiswor ld.typepad.com

TR IBECA AND PR O WAR

TR IBECA AND REAL WAR

cinematical.com

mudvillegazette.com

blackfive.net

commongr oundcommonsense.or g

TR IBECA AND WAR  REPOR TING

sear ch.comcast.net

nealmoor e.com

mcnblogs.com

seancoon.or g

nytimes.com

peacehasnobor der s.or g

hyper or g.com

seattlepi.nwsour ce.com

wor kinglife.typepad.com

outr agedmoder ates.or g
louispr oyect.wor dpr ess.com

tabsir .net

imdb.com

chutr y.wor dher der s.net

war post.blogsome.com

chaoticsynapticactivity.blogspot.com

tr oubledtexan.com
activistr esour ce.or g

dr agonballyee.com

weeklystandar d.com

wir ed.com

filmmakingfor thepoor .blogspot.com

tvshogal.blogspot.com

downes.ca

tr anscr ipts.cnn.com

ir onweedfilms.com r ottentomatoes.com

mg.co.za

spinwatch.or g
movies.monster sandcr itics.com

sneer snipe.co.uk

showbuzz.cbsnews.com

news.bbc.co.uk

nhpr .or g

themoviebinge.com

wbai.or g
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For more information, visit 
centerforsocialmedia.org/mpm or 
contact socialmedia@american.edu.

This research was funded by the 
Ford Foundation, as a part of the 
Center for Social Media’s Future of 
Public Media Project.

Center for Social Media
School of  Communication

American University
4400 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20016-8080
202-885-3107

socialmedia@american.edu
centerforsocialmedia.org


