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Contributions of Taiwan Businesspeople towards the Economic Development of China:
1988-2008

Jia-ke Hung*
Chen-yuan Tung**

For 30 years, Taiwan Businesspeople provide immense contribution towards the economic
development of China, yet the official statistical figures published by the cross-strait officials
are difficult to understand the actual circumstances of Taiwan businesspeople’s development
in China. Via compilation of Literature, analysis of statistical data, and appropriate formula
for estimation, this research paper systematically estimates contributions of Taiwan
businesspeople via direct investment towards the economic development of China. This
research paper estimates: (1). From 1979 to 2008, Taiwan businesspeople’s total direct
investment amounted to USD 122.3 billion, accounted for 14.34% of China’s same time total
direct foreign investment. In addition, from 1997 to 2008, the cumulative direct investment in
China for Taiwan businessman was USD 106.1 billion, accounted for 0.69% of China’s same
time total fixed asset investment. (2). From 1980 to 2008, Taiwanese businesspeople in
China’s total international trade amounted to USD 1,445.8 billion, accounted for 9.89% of
China’s same period total trade volume. In addition, from 1990 to 2007, total export of
Taiwan businesspeople in China amounted to USD 575.5 billion, accounted for 9.45% of
China’s same period total export. (3). By the end of 2008, Taiwanese businesspeople
employed 14,434.1 thousand workers in China, accounted for 1.86% of China’s same period
labor population. (4). From 1992 to 2007, Taiwan businesspeople contributed an
approximated total of USD 87.8 billion in tax payment to China, accounted for 2.69% of
China’s total same period fiscal revenue.

Key Words: Taiwan Businesspeople, China, Foreign Direct Investment, Capital Formation,
International Trade, Employment, Fiscal Revenue.

* Jia-ke Hung: Master, Graduate Institute of Development Studies, National Chengchi University
** Chen-yuan Tung: Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of Development Studies, National
Chengchi University
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