
 

The Chapman Valley Heritage Trail is part of the Heritage Trails Network, a project for 

community participation devised by the Western Australian Heritage Committee.  To 

commemorate the 1988 Bicentenary, the project established a statewide network of óHeritage 

Trails ï routes designed to enhance awareness and enjoyment of Western Australiaôs natural 

and cultural heritage. 



 

 

 

Chapman Valley Heritage Trail 

The Chapman Valley Heritage Trail is a 100km driving tour roughly following the path of the 

Geraldton to Yuna railway (with an optional 40km return route) and highlighting historical sites of 

the district.  At a leisurely pace the trail provide a pleasant half-days outing. 

Please note: Persons using this trail do so at their own risk 

 

 

  



 

 

Introduction 

In 1829 Lieutenant George Grey (later Governor of South Australia) was commissioned to 

spend two months exploring the country between Shark Bay and the Swan River.  He and 

his party named the Victoria Range and the Gascoyne River and on the way back crossed 

the mouths of the Murchison, Bowes, Chapman, Greenough and Irwin rivers.  Substantial 

tracts of the land crossed were noted as highly suitable for grazing purposes. 

In the land-hungry early days of the Swan River Colony such news wans most welcome and 

provided the incentive for settlers to move into the Chapman Valley area.  The first freehold 

land in the area was 64,000 acres taken up by Michel Morrissey about 1860. 

The discovery in 1848 of a rich lode of galena (lead ore) in the bed of the lower Murchison 

River sparked development of the Northampton Mineral Field and the establishment of 

Geraldton as a garrison and later a port.  The first lead mine in Australia, the óGeraldine 

Mineô, opened in 1849. 

The Geraldton Heritage Trail is a 30km driving or cycling tour of Geraldtonôs natural and 

cultural heritage, with opportunities for nature and historical walks.  A full day should be 

allowed to complete this trail, which can also be done in shorter sections. 

Copper was mined at Narra Tarra (meaning ñhill campò) on Michael Morrisseyôs 

Mount Erin pastoral lease from 1863 to 1866.  The Fremantle-Champion Bay Mining 

Company mined the field from 1870 to 1885, when falling prices made it 

uneconomical.  After the mine closed a number of miners settled in the area. 

Low prices meant that there was almost no mining 

on the field from 1892 to 1897.  From 1897 to 1902 

the WA Smelting Company improved the site to 

obtain lead for smelting telluride gold ore from 

Kalgoorlie.  Poor results forced the company in to 

liquidation in 1902. 

 The Fremantle Trading 

Company took over WA 

Smelting assets in 1902 and resumed work on the Narra Tarra 

mine.  A lot of money was spent on de-watering and 

development, but initial results were not encouraging.  Narra 

Tarra came into production in 1914, when the price of lead 

began rising.  Apart from a temporary closure during the First 

World War (1914-1918) output from the mine reached a peak 

of £460,000 worth of lead up to 1925, more that the rest of the 

field over its entire history. 

To cater for the workforce the township of Protheroe was established.  The Company 

built a fine house here for the general manager and a row of four cottages-cum-

offices, with electric light supplied from the mine.  There were family cottages, a 

street of dwellings for single men, a store, Government school and boarding house 

which provided meals for the single men. 

Lead and copper were mined intermittently in the Chapman Valley area from 1863 to 

about 1959. 

 

 

 



 

 

The Shire of Chapman Valley was established in 1901.  The railway from Geraldton 

reached Naraling in 1911 and Yuna in 1913 and served the district until its closure in 

1957.  Transport with the Shire is now entirely by road. 

Nabawa, the administrative centre of the Shire of Chapman Valley is situated on the 

Main Geraldton-Yuna Road, 40km from Geraldton.  Yuna a further 35km from 

Geraldton is a smaller community centre for its surrounding area. 

 

1. Original Waggrakine School 

Geraldton ï Yuna Road 

The first Waggrakine School opened on March 12th 1934 and closed on July 31st the 

same year.  It was an assisted school, meaning that the Education Department paid 

a teacherôs salary in return for a building being provided. 

Local resident Miss Jean Trant had just finished school at the time the idea was 

proposed, and the Education Department approved her appointment as teacher 

provided she sat for the first Teacher Certificate.  Her father offered a disused 

building for the school and it was cut in half and moved bodily to its new home on 

Nanson Road. 

The school consisted of one room about 20 feet by 15 feet with a semi-enclosed 

verandah which was used for a time as a cloakroom.  After three weeks it had 12 

pupils, including 7 children from Macedonian families who had established market 

gardens in the district.  Mrs Enga Smith (nee Mills) recalls her time at the school: 

éwe had all the usual lessons and on Friday mornings, the Rev. J Crooks 

came from Bluff Point to give religious instruction.  The methods of getting 

to school were varied.  Some of the sturdy little Macedonian children 

walked over three miles to school from the tomato gardens of their 

parentsé 

Apart from the walkers, some students rode dilapidated push bikes and 

others rode horses, several children often carried by one patient animal.  

Once there was grief and consternation amongst staff and pupils when, 

one hot day, an elderly horse died under the tree it was tied to, worn out 

from the lifetime of servitude and tired to death of waitingé 

The school closed when a bus was provided to transport to Geraldton, and nothing 
remains on the site except part of the foundations and Red Gums that the children 
planted. 

About 500m further along the Geraldton-
Yuna Road and 1km north of the road is 
the óCoffee Potô (a corruption of óCoffee 
Plotô), a small square building with a 
pointed roof.  This cottage is on the site of 
an experimental coffee plantation 
authorised by Governor Weld in July 
1870, on the recommendation of 
Reverend Charles Grenfell Nicolay, who 
had arrived in Fremantle the preceding 
April en route to take up an appointment 
as Chaplain to Geraldton. 
 



 

 

Helped by his son Frederick, from Melbourne, Nicolay painstakingly planted coffee 

seed from Aden and Brazil, built the cottage and a well alongside, and planted 

several fig trees, one of which still survives.  However, by the end of 1873 the 

plantation had failed ï persistent strong winds being held mostly to blame ï and the 

reserve was sold. 

 

2.  Hangmanôs Valley 

There is a curious story attached to the name of the valley.  It seems a police officer 

and a aboriginal tracker were taking prisoners to Geraldton, when the officer was 

obliged to go to the Narra Tarra Station homestead.  He left the prisoners in the 

trackerôs charge with orders to guard them and not let them get away. 

After being at the homestead a short while the officer was surprised to find the 

tracker had followed him, but had left the poisoners behind.  On being questioned 

the tracker replied, ñPrisoners they not get awayò.  When the officer investigated, he 

found the prisoners hanging from the trees, dead.  Whether punishment was meted 

out to the officer of the tracker is not recorded. 

 

3.  Hanlonsô Staging Post 

Geraldton ï Yuna Road 

When the valley was first being settled the ride by horse or coach was a long 

hazardous haul because of the Moresby Ranges.  A staging post and stables was 

set up by the Hanlon family a mile or so east of the hills, where travellers could 

change horses and no doubt hospitality was extended to provide food and drink and 

shelter in bad weather. 

A stone block and gum tree are the only visible evidence left at the site. 

 

4.  Yetna 

Geraldton ï Yuna Road 

The Yetna site was originally a siding set on a spur 

line of the Geraldton to Yuna railway, but after the 

railway was closed it was allowed to deteriorate.  A 

mound is still visible at the site and a pepper tree 

stands nearby. 

The nearest property to the siding was óGlendooneô 

homestead to the north, and there was still palm 

trees in the river are nearby which mark the picnic 

sites used by railway workers and local famers. 

  


