~ Laurel Bank Croquet Club Inc. ~
Cnr Herries and West Streets,
Toowoomba.

of
The Laurel Bank Club was and Mrs Platz; Honorary Secre- Twenty-six (26) members paid
formed in 1934, the third club in tary, Miss G. Goldsworthy, Hon- an enrolment fee of one shilling
the Toowoomba area, following orary Treasurer, Mrs H. (1/-) each. Badges were avail-

on from Toowoomba and West Schmidt; and Captain, Mrs C.G. able at a cost of two shillings
Toowoomba. The President of  Blair. Meetings were to be up-  and six pence (2/6), and blazers

West Toowoomba Progress stairs in the Town Hall, and at were also available. The first
Association, James Hoare, the first AGM a credit balance of uniform was a cream fuji dress
helped 15 ladies interested in £22/11/8 was announced and a and a brown flannel blazer.
croquet to form the club. Building Fund started. The official opening of
The first committee — The first fundraiser was the club and gate was set for
Patron, Mr S.G. Stephens; Pa-  a garden party in Laurel Bank June 30" 1934. In the mean-
troness: Lady Moyoress, Mrs Park, entrance cost was one time, play was either at
J.D. Annands; President Mrs shilling (1/-), a profit was made  Toowoomba Croquet Club or at
Malcolm Sinclair; Vice Presi- of £8.0.0, and a Commonwealth Mrs Marshall’s private lawn (by
dents Mrs Dent, Mrs Hopkins Bank account was opened. invitation).

Laurel Bank Croquet Club: A brief history of the Laurel Bank Croquet Club has
been forwarded by their Secretary. It makes interesting reading if only to compare
the cost of equipment with present day prices. A meeting was held on March 15, 1934,
when it was decided to form another eroquet club in Toowoomba. The club was named
the Laurel Bank Croquet Club with their headquarters at the Laurel Bank Park,
Toowoomba. The first President was Mrs. Malcolm Sinclair. Functions held to obtain
funds included Garden Parties and Picture Show benefits. A profit of £8.0.0 was made
at the first party and a Picture benefit neeted £3.11.0. In May 1934 a meeting was
held at which 41 members were enrolled. 50 club badges were purchased at a cost of
3/- each. One set of balls was purchased at a cost of £4.2.6; clips, 5/6; hose fittings,
£1.7.1. The lawns were opened on March 16, 1935. A box to keep the equipment in
was made and presented by Mr. Dunsdon. This was kept in the open in the Park. (How
long would it last these days). The Club House was opened on May 7, 1938, by the
then Mayor of Toowoomba, Mr. Annand. Exhibition games were played by members
of the Toowoomba and West Toowoomba clubs. Like most clubs over the years, it has
had its ups and downs. They now have two lawns and a membership of 17.

Clipping from the Australian Croquet Gazette, year and date not known
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Gates were erected at the west end of
Laurel Bank Park to honour Mr Stephens and a
plaque was placed at the entrance.

Fetes, stalls and Bridge parties were held
to raise funds for the croquet equipment, and
donations mostly covered costs. The Bridge par-
ties continued regularly, with members donating
expenses.

By November 1934 grass seed was
planted and lawns were weeded, and the club
purchased top soil to prepare for the opening on
16 March 1935. Mr Fett was paid one pound a
week to maintain the lawns, and a mower was
purchased for three £3/10/- and a roller for
£3/0/0. Balls were purchased for approximately
three shillings each. Play days were to be
Wednesday and Saturday, and green fees were
set at six pence (6d)..

In 1936 Laurel Bank Croquet Club be-
came a member of the Queensland Croquet As-
sociation (QCA).

Mr Stephens made a donation to open
an account to raise money for a building. In the
meantime, a box was placed in the park near the
lawn in which to keep Club property, and the
Council was asked to put lattice around the end
of the lawn to provide shade.

The Clubhouse was completed and the
opening was set for 7" May 1938. Alderman
Platz donated two pounds towards the fences
and Mrs Platz donated a gallon of paint; assis-
tance was also received from the Council.

In 1939 Mrs Malcolm Sinclair, first presi-
dent of the Club, became the first honorary Life
Member.

In 1945 the Club applied to have the
sewerage connected. A wooden building was
erected near the shed to be used as a toilet until
the sewerage was approved. The next year,
1946, the Club asked the Council for a quotation
on what the sewerage would cost to have it con-
nected, even if the Council was not going to pay
for it — however, it was not until 1947 that a ten-
der of £145/-/- was accepted. It was also in this
year that the Council advised it would not longer
spray the clover on the lawns, as this was now
the Club’s responsibility, the strainer on the tank
was repaired and the Club was advised it could
not be let for outside meetings. A further ten-year
lease was granted.

At the Annual General Meeting in 1946,
the President reported that Pennants would be
held in April, and the Downs Tournament (to
which the Club gave a donation towards the
prizes) would be held later in Allora. Bridge par-
ties continued throughout the 1940’s as the main
source of income, as most expenses were do-
nated. In 1948 the Club donated to the “Food for
Britain” campaign.

The beginning of the 1950’s saw mem-
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LAUREL BANK PARK

Tocwocsba 'Chronicle' 7-08-1932 p.7. c.7-8.
Laurel Bank Park.
Ten Acre Park for City of Tocwomsla. Generous Gift by Mr. 5.G. Stephens.

Mr. 5.G. Steghens of whose public spirit to public of Tocwocmba has several admivable
examples, has notified the City Council of his intention to present to Toowommba a
valuable park on the western side of the City. The area of ten acres, the nimproved
value of which is assessed at 64054, has frontages to Hill, West and Herries strects.
In making known the offer yestorday the Mayor (Ald, F.J. r orson) sald that when the
meeting of the Council is held on Monday night he wo ‘d make a statesent.

The letter from Mr. Stephens, which is addressed to tates -

I have always considered a public park on the weste [ Toowocsba to be not only
desireable, but essential. With the objoct in view od ten acres of lamd at the
intersection of Herries, West and Hill stroets, Toowoc ul have had it planted with
shrubs and trees.

I desire formally to present, throogh yoo
to ask the Toowoomba City meu to kindly :
point out that 1 do not wish my namg to 'n_- in r,l ¥ Lached to the gift,
the designation of the proporty in perpetuity to be  “Low Bank®
Regarding the allotments across the lane, these may be considered suitable for such
games as crogquet, tennis and basket ball. If such is used I specially request that no
qumes be played on Su:rla)n Good Friday or Anzac Day. 1 wish October 31st to be the dat
an which the property u. fomally handed over. Mearwhile 1 propose to conplete further
improvements.

Tecwoonba this property, and
ns of the gift. I need only
ot desire

If my offer is a.wapte(‘ T hope the Mayoress will kindly consent to perfom the opening
ceremony, also that the Council will continue the practice of :m]{']-;:ng flowers from
time to time to the Tocwoomha Gereral Hospital.

“Copy of article written in Toowoomba Chronicle
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Letter of invitation to Mr Stephens to attend the
opening of the croquet lawns, 1935
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Sketch of Laurel Park

bership limited to 25, as it was thought this was
the maximum number the Club could handle.

Annual fees were set at three guineas (£3/3/-0),
and in 1953 green fees were increased from 1/6

N
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to two shillings. In 1954 there was a motion that
the two shillings lawn fees should be paid
whether the member played or not, but this was
defeated at a later meeting. In 1957 it was de-
cided that on Wednesdays “A” grade players
would lay on the top lawn with lower grades on

the bottom lawn. In 1959 the first male member ~ § " domeen o7 e, w1 w0 . 3T
of the Club was advised his subscription fee ; 2 SR Sl

would not be accepted due to his “disturbing the e BOTANICAL BARDENS. THE ARCA WS PLANTED
harmony of the Club.” R

. ARE QUITE RARE AND MANY TMPORTED FROM JAPAN.

It was in 1954 that it was decided that R A R A =
members would wear uniforms while playing; a
club cardigan was added in 1961. As a means of
fund raising, a social day was organised with the
Toowoomba Club, followed later in the year with 5
the West Toowoomba Club. Christmas parties o
were a highlight — in 1954 caterers were em-
ployed at a cost of four shillings a head, while in
1974 members exchanged 60c grocery parcels.
In 1975 Christmas Hamper tickets were sold for
10c each on behalf of the QCA.

Just to prove that there were droughts in
‘them’ days too, in 1968 all lawn cutting was
stopped — and a padlock was fitted to the door of
the tool shed! HOWeVer, the weather must have Plaque erected in Laurel Bank Park
improved as an electric mower was bought in
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Open Day at Laurel Bank: Photograph: Front row from left: Oriel Hope, Wink Baker, Rhona Stroud, un-
known, Clive Berghoffer, Joan Geisel, Gleam Handley, Eileen Lucas — Open Day (circa 1950-60s)
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1970. Club amenities were not
forgotten as the Club bought a

refrigerator in 1971 and an elec- ——

tric kettle in 1974. In 1973 Club
equipment received a boost
when two sets of second col-
oured balls were purchased and
a member donated a set of
balls, two mallets and eight
hoops.

It's nice to see that ser-
vice clubs were active in the
60’s — in 1967 the Lions Club
members painted the fences,
though the Club supplied the
paint. It’s also sad to note that
vandals were a part of
Toowoomba life, as in 1971 they
destroyed six panels of fence, a
gate and damaged a tap, the
clubhouse was broken into twice
in one week, and in 1973 they
broke a seat and dug holes in
the lawn. Again the fences and
seats were painted, this time by
Club members in 1971 and the
verandah was repaired in 1973
— it needed to be repaired again
in 1974, so it was arranged for
the Blue Army to do this — it did-
n’t happen, so Mr Gabbet paid
$70 to do the job. When the
Council approached to assist
with the painting of the Club-
house in 1975, the Club was
advised it was unable to assist.

In 1970, no visitors at-
tended the Open Day, so it was
suggested the format be
changed, with all grades to play
on the same day, instead of
each grade on their own day.

(Compiled from documents with
the Toowoomba Historical Soci-
ety, from club documents and
honour boards by H. Drew and
N.M. Malpress, and from the
booklet History of Croquet Clubs
in Queensland 1997, with thanks)

THE COUNTRYWOMAN

THEY SAY—

THAT-—That goewi citizen, “S.G." as
he iz familiardy keows, has given
wn guimeas o the newly-formesd
Laurel Fark Cooguet Cluk The list
of the henefaciieos of “85E" wockd
be a lemg one There iz one man, at
any rate, who Xoows how to use
money. Leisure—weil, he - never
sevyns Ge Bave oyl

‘The C‘Guﬁf!‘?_ Gy *

a1t Maveh, 1935

Laurel Bank Croquet Club,
New Club House Opened -:
The Lazoel _B.a_vr; Croguet  Cilub
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Sy confifion., Davioy this e M
D, ¥ hiwzha® =flowed members o,
play on frr lnwm in Cempdel-sireet !
The cioh houw mwpvesnied an ob-
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‘omgrainiations to the ciud an el
omnpletion of the ciub house and,
wizghed the members success sod hsp-

The Mayor was supporied by Mr, 2.

'G. Steyhens, who Said he was @e-

mmmmmmwmmm
;z‘nmmﬁ the mW tock such nn in-
ferest im the Pwk Be wished o
thank hire and his {diow sbiermes’
and Mr. Laadbelier for the wm'kwm
Joaed oo cowvied oak so well,
MJ_E.WMMWW
club every success and  hoped ﬂw'
mambers would enjoy many
s I e beaviilue peck.
Bir. Herhert Veates, H..L_ﬁ_, Ex-
presnedl thenks for the invitelion o)
e premed st ihe opening of the ohuk
bingre s congratulnfed the belb
members on thelr work which mhag
erzeveranee and logaily. They
achieved fheir objective in bulldizg
e olub  houvse, which was s fine
Wmﬁewmumsm
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e foompe for fea, w}mh s served
=k bomg faltdes cemived with Bowis of
mibmrm-tinged flowers and leaves

Mayowess, BIr. and Mrs Herherd
Yenien, Mr. and Brs. Frank Merris,
e, and MWz J. B Duggan, M asd
AMirs. L. MeIniyme, Mr. S, G. Siephens

Stephens, Mr. i

Newspaper articles
1935 and 1938




Club Presidents

1934-1939 Mrs E. Sinclair
1940-1941 Mrs M. Dunsdon
1942 ° Mrs M. Priest
1943 Mrs M. Flood
1944-1957 Mrs M. Priest
1958 Mrs W. Watts
1959 Mrs M. Priest
1960-1964 Mrs W. Watts
1965-1966 Mrs C. Curry
1967-1968 Mrs A. Fraser
1969-1978 Mrs W. Watts
1979-1981 Mrs C. Kimmins
1982-1983 Mrs G. Handley
1984-1987 Mrs E. Bogg
1988-1992 Mrs R. Stroud
1993 Mrs B. Gilbert
1993-1994 Mrs R. Stroud
1995 Mrs. H. Drew
1996 Mr J. Thornely
1997-2005 Mrs H. Drew
2006-2008 Mr D. Woodruff

Life Members
Mrs M. Sinclair
Mr J. Thornley
Mrs R. Stroud

State Team Players
Mrs E. Bogg

Mr J. Hardy

Miss J. Suttom

Mrs. D. Hardy

Club Champions

1936-1938 Mrs E. Stone
1939-1940 Mrs L. Dunsdon
1941-1947 Mrs P.S. Priest
1948-1949 Mrs S. Dennis
1950 Mrs E. Stone
1951-1952 Mrs P.S. Priest
1953-1954 Mrs E. Stone
1955-1956 Mrs P.S. Priest
1957 Mrs E. Stone
1958-1959 Mrs S. Dennis
1960 Mrs F. Dongers
1961-1964 Mrs W. Watts
1965-1973 Mrs A. Fraser
1974 Mrs C. Kimmins
1975 Mrs E. Bogg
1976 Mrs A. Fraser
1977 Mrs C. Kimmins
1978 Mrs C. Kimmins
1978 Mrs A. Fraser
1979 Mrs C. Kimmins
1980 Mrs E. Bogg
1981 Mrs C. Kimmins
1983-1990 Mrs E. Bogg
1991-2001 Nil

2002-2008 Mr J. Hardy

Mrs Oriole Hope assisted by Mr Thornby and Mr Mathie plant a Liquid,
af the Laurel Bank (,roqz.ref Club. Members and visitors from ?bawoumha watch with mreres.r
Photograph courtesy The Toowoomba Chronicle

S0th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LAUREL BANK CROQUET
CLUB, TOOWOOMBA

The Laurel Bank Club, the third club in
Toowoomba, was inaugurated in 1934 to
cater for the people living in the central
part of the city. There was already a club in
Toowoomba North and Toowoomba West.

A group of ladies approached the
Toowoomba City Council for a grant of a
portion of land in Laurel Bank Park. After
careful consideration, council approved of
the site and two courts were developed.
However, it wasn’t until 1938 that a club-
house was built. Until this time equipment
was kept in a locked box on the courts.

A loan of £100 from QCA, £100 from
the Commonwealth Bank and a lot of hard
work by the members manning stalls, con-
ducting garden parties and fetes, together
with donations from members, and the
£800 necessary to build a clubhouse, was
procured. Membership in 1938 was forty
financial members. Fees were set at one
shilling per year.

On 23 April 1988 we celebrated fifty
years of the opening of the clubhouse. The
opening fifty years ago was performed by
the mayor of the day, Alderman Annand.

“Laurel Bank Park adjacent to the club-

ing fi fry years

In Australia’s bicentenary year of 1988 the
members held a tree-planting ceremony to
commemorate the occasion. The tree, a
Liquidambar donated by one of our mem-
bers, Mrs Oriole Hope, was planted in the

house.

E. C. Bogg
Publicity Officer

Croquet Australia 1988, Septem-

Club Tournaments
Mrs C. Kimmins Cup

1991 Mrs H. Drew
1992 Mrs D. Hope
1993-1994 Mr T. Thornely
1995 Mrs J. Gesell
1996 Mrs H. Drew
1997 Mrs N. Mal-
press

1998 Mrs H. Drew
1999 Mrs N. Mal-
press

2000-2001 Mr K. Ruhle
2002 Mr J. Thorley
2003-2004 Mrs G. Field
2005 Mr D. Woodruff
2006-2007 Mrs H. Drew
2008 Mrs M. Fowler
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Burstows Shield
(played for by all 3 and 4™
grade players in Darling Downs

Region)
1998 H. Drew
(Laurel Bank)
1999 W.Gosling
(Laurel Bank)
2000 J.Hardy
(West Toowoomba)
2001 B.Travers

(Laurel Bank)

2002 R.Mann (Toowoomba)
2003 G.Field
(Laurel Bank)
2004 B.Brady
(Toowoomba)

2005-2006 G.McKay (Dalby)
2007 M.Daley (West
Toowoomba)
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Rona Stroud, President CQA, with Jim Thornley Mrs E, Sinclair ( life member and President
1934-39)

cutting anniversary cake

Queensland Representative Players from Laurel
Bank Croquet Club:

Top right: Jocelyn Sutton

Middle: John Hardy

Bottom: Deidre Hardy
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Croquet Clab. :

THAE GATES OPENED. : I Cropk-Ting FSbo

family wese very plessed &b the mannes
in wisich the Counell wes looking after
the grenmds, smd ke would like bo nefer
1o the work of Mr. Leadbetter, Mr.
Dow, and stalf
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to the public of Toosooaba for ever.
| Thres cheere wore then given for Mr.
18 G and famiy, and this
was by thres cheers for ibe

= 3 % £ Bir. 5. G. Siephens yepiyig o the Mayor’s address, prior o Opeming
Excedpl frow Ohgess - the Commemoration Gatzs st Laurel Bank on Ssturday. ¢
Roloke.ss CM A PANARN P) o —Crook-Eine Pheles

on Sl 3¢ Golilien 1932
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Newspaper article, 1932
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MEW CROGUET LAWNS.
At Lawrel Bank Park

OPENCDy BY MR S. G STEPHENS.
T Bank Park mede 3 chonming
| 2eouing am Satanduy alfevmons for Gae
opemig of Une otogect chibls esmls
which, Hwwe & vol o Joubt, will ke a
{roa assd o fof perticular part of
P b towi
i e petk, ax B owell kuvown, was &
lgih lo b clty Dhem M S G Sfe-
pliiaes. Tt B g wery delightiud sot. Oua
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‘e Wrighd it fole which s Bl
o eameetion with (e opeing. The
| tes tabie nlw mode 3 ey ek of o~
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formpntinn o the Tewns,
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Hucew, wisn bod gieen so wrach assis-
apa. Eue lsaped Gmat e poewtiess of
s W chwle wemdd Dness el Deopinss
and phocsae i Gdny tdem.
{ M J Liemaiya congratulaied the
[ clege, Mir lSgere panpostd & vole of
| ol G 36, Steypleass.
Dbl Stepheas chiretened ihe coudis Ty
Liltisg (he ficsh Boil “The cowsnilber
Lol lse dwis wes repousbie o {ie a-
| robpeevby S07 G witotwoon. Mes-
| dygare, P, 3 Priewi, NeR) Oor, J Plak
T
eharse of @ fpaukde atall, an oulland-
i deaiare af Wi was sogne benmédeg
| Ceaspclimes  wesy  spperviosl By
Moushurrs M Rivoixdnoe antd L. Hog-
kiter, Meskames §. FoMl, W, P, Duns-
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i PRESIDENTS ADDRISE
| The following sddmes wae sead by
the president, Mrs, Muleohn Sinchair—
I wih o thank you one and a0 for

‘ your very loyal suppert end Belp dur-
|iog the past year The firs year of
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9™ May, 14s5.
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