
1913

Tús 
Alt a scríobh an tOllamh Eoin 
Mac Néill, an 1 Samhain 1913, ag 
iarraidh go mbunófaí Óglaigh 
na hÉireann a leag amach an 
clár oibre do chruinniú in Óstán 
Wynn, Baile Átha Cliath, an 11 
Samhain.  Dáréag fear ar tugadh 
cuireadh dóibh agus bhunaigh 
na daoine a bhí i láthair 
Coiste Sealadach a rialódh an 
eagraíocht nua ar ar tugadh 
Óglaigh na hÉireann. Socraíodh 
an oíche sin go n-eagrófaí 
cruinniú poiblí i mBaile Átha 
Cliath chun an eagraíocht a chur 
ar bun go foirmeálta agus daoine 
a earcú go hoscailte le teacht 
isteach sna hÓglaigh.  

Where it all began
Article written by Professor 
Eoin MacNeill, 1st November 
1913, calling for establishment 
of the Irish Volunteers, set 
the agenda of a meeting in 
Wynn’s Hotel, Dublin, 11th 
November. Invitations were 
issued to a dozen men, and 
those in attendance established 
themselves as the Provisional 
Committee to regulate a new 
body to be called the Irish 
Volunteers. A decision was 
made that night to hold a public 
meeting in Dublin to formerly 
establish the body and recruit 
members openly.

Cruinnithe poiblí
Eagraíodh an chéad cheann 
de shraith cruinnithe poiblí sa 
Rotunda i mBaile Átha Cliath, 
an 25 Samhain 1913. Cuireadh 
manifesto Óglaigh na hÉireann i 
láthair agus scaipeadh foirmeacha 
clárúcháin ar a raibh sa slua.  
Tugadh orduithe an oíche sin 
do na hÓglaigh i mBaile Átha 
Cliath agus chuir an Coiste 
Sealadach Ceanncheathrú ar bun 
d’fhonn comhordú a dhéanamh 
ar fhorbairt fhoirmeálta na 
gluaiseachta taobh amuigh de 
Bhaile Átha Cliath.  Ag cruinniú 
poiblí a eagraíodh i gCorcaigh, bhí 
Mac Néill, an Cathaoirleach ar an 
gCoiste Sealadach, ar aon ardán le 
cainteoirí áitiúla. 

Public meetings
The first of a series of public 
meetings was held in the 
Rotunda Complex, Dublin, 25th 
November 1913. The manifesto 
of the Irish Volunteers was 
aired and enrolment forms were 
circulated amongst the crowd. 
Orders were issued to Dublin-
based Volunteers on the night, 
and the Provisional Committee 
established a Headquarters 
to coordinate the formal 
development of the movement 
beyond Dublin. A public meeting 
held in Cork saw MacNeill, as 
Chairman of the Provisional 
Committee, share the platform 
with local speakers. 

BFaoi mhí na Nollag… 
Bhí complachtaí de chuid 
na nÓglach curtha ar bun i 
gCorcaigh, i nGaillimh, i Loch 
Garman agus i Muineacháin. 
Cuireadh hallaí druileála agus 
cruinnithe ar bun i mBaile Átha 
Cliath trí shaothar Bhord Chathair 
agus Chontae Bhaile Átha Cliath. 
Cuireadh The Volunteer Gazette, 
foilseachán speisialta aon uaire, 
ar fáil d’fhonn teacht ar aghaidh 
na gluaiseachta a chur chun cinn, 
freagra a thabhairt ar cháineadh a 
rinne lucht nuachtán agus daoine 
eile agus d’fhonn cora den chineál 
sin agus an meon ina leith a chur i 
láthair ghnáthdhaoine in Óglaigh 
na hÉireann.

By December… 
Volunteer companies were 
established in Cork, Galway, 
Wexford and Monaghan. 
Drill and assembly halls were 
established in Dublin through 
the work of Dublin City and 
County Board. The Volunteer 
Gazette, a one-off special 
publication, was produced 
to highlight the progress of 
the movement, respond to 
challenges made by members of 
the press and contemporaries 
and to share these developments 
and views with the rank and file 
members of the Irish Volunteers. 

“All able-bodied Irishmen,
will be eligible for enrolement”

Bunú na heagraíochta
Focus on the formation 

Call for recruits contained in poster 
publicising a public meeting to be held in 
the Pillar Room, Rotunda Hospital, Dublin 

Pictiúr teanntaithe isteach ar Mhac Néill, as pictiúr de ghrúpa daoine a tógadh i mí 
Meitheamh 1917. BMH P 17, An Chartlann Mhíleata

Close up of MacNeill, extracted from a group photograph taken in June 1917.  
BMH P 17, Military Archives

Na línte tosaigh i litir ón Óllamh Eoin Mac Néill chuig Ruairí Mac Easmainn, ina 
dtugtar cuntas achoimre ar an gcruinniú poiblí sa Rotunda. 6ll.  
BMH CD 45/1/A4, An Chartlann Mhíleata (is féidir an téacs iomlán a léamh ar www.militaryarchives.ie)

Opening lines of letter from Professor Eoin MacNeill to Sir Roger Casement, 
summarising the public meeting at the Rotunda. 6pp.  
BMH CD 45/1/A4, Military Archives (full text can be read on www.militaryarchives.ie)

BMH CD 23/2, An Chartlann Mhíleata

BMH CD 23/2, Military Archives
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Le Caoinchead Ard-Mhúsaem na hÉireann

Courtesy of the National Museum of Ireland
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Follasach Feiceálach
Bhí á mholadh do chomplachtaí 
na nÓglach druileáil agus 
inlíocht a dhéanamh os comhair 
an tsaoil mhóir agus úsáid a 
bhaint as faichí agus páirceanna 
poiblí.  Eagraíodh taispeántais 
agus máirseálacha ar gach 
leibhéal, ar mhórscála náisiúnta 
ar fud na tíre agus ar scála 
beag bunaithe ar an aon bhaile 
amháin.  Chuirtí teagascóirí 
agus eagraithe cuairte, a raibh 
sainscil acu sa mhuscaedaíocht, 
sa chomharthaíocht, i ndruileáil 
scuaid nó gasra, ar fud na 
tíre chun oiliúint a chur ar 
chomplachtaí.  Thagadh 
Óglaigh le chéile ar oícheanta 
na seachtaine agus d’eagraítí 
paráidí, taispeántais agus 
inlíocht machaire uaireanta ar an 
Domhnach.  

Out in the open
Irish Volunteer companies were 
encouraged to drill and carry out 
manoeuvres in clear view of the 
public and make use of public 
squares and parks. Displays 
and marches were organised 
at all levels, from large-scale 
countywide demonstrations 
to small-scale, town-based 
displays. Mobile instructors 
and organisers, skilled in 
musketry, signalling, squad and 
section drill, were dispatched 
countrywide to train companies. 
Volunteers met on weeknights, 
with occasional Sundays 
scheduled for parades, displays 
and field exercises.  

Faire Airdeallach 
Bhí údaráis na Breataine ag faire 
go géar ó tugadh airm i dtír i 
Latharna, Contae Aontroma 
d’Óglaigh Uladh (UVF). Bhí 
Aonaid de Phóilíní Chathair 
Bhaile Átha Cliath (DMP), agus de 
Chonstáblacht Ríoga na hÉireann 
(RIC) agus arm na Breataine 
i mbeairicí Bhaile Átha Cliath 
san airdeall maidir le beart den 
chineál céanna. Bhí an ceart 
ag na húdaráis; bhí plean dána 
chun raidhfilí a fuarthas as an 
nGearmáin a thabhairt i dtír 
leagtha amach ag Mary Spring 
Rice, Erskine Childers agus a 
Bhean agus Conor O’Brien, ag a 
raibh cleachtadh ar an bhfarraige 
agus teacht ar bháid oiriúnacha.  

Gun Watching 
British authorities were on high 
alert following the landing of 
arms in Larne, county Antrim 
for the Ulster Volunteer Force 
(UVF). Dublin Metropolitan Police 
(DMP), Royal Irish Constabulary 
(RIC) Units and the British 
military stationed in Dublin were 
on standby for a similar landing. 
The authorities were correct; a 
daring plan to land rifles acquired 
from Germany was conceived 
by the Hon. Mary Spring Rice, 
Mr and Mrs Erskine Childers and 
Conor O’Brien, who had seafaring 
experience and access to suitable 
yachts.

Tabhairt i dTír na  
nGunnaí
Fuair an Rathaileach airm agus 
armlón a cheannaigh Darrell 
Figgis, Iriseoir, thar ceann Óglaigh 
na hÉireann ó chomhlacht airm 
Moritz Magnus i Hamburg na 
Gearmáine.  Tháinig an lasta go 
hÉirinn ar dhá bhád, an chéad 
cheann (an “Asgard”) a tháinig i 
dtír i mBeann Éadair agus an dara 
ceann (an “Kelpie”) a tháinig go 
Cill Chomhghaill seachtain dár 
gcionn.  Bhí dream d’Óglaigh na 
hÉireann, d’Fhianna Éireann agus 
de lucht cúnta roimh an “Asgard”.  
D’éirigh go maith le hÓglaigh 
na hÉireann agus na gunnaí á 
dtabhairt i dtír i mBeann Éadair 
agus i gCill Chomhghaill ach ní 
eachtra gan tragóid é. Maraíodh 
triúr sibhialtach neamharmtha 
ar Shiúlán Bhaitsiléir, Baile Átha 
Cliath, nuair a scaoil gasra de na 
King’s Own Scottish Borderers, 
nár éirigh leo tabhairt na ngunnaí 
i dtír a chosc, faoi shlua a bhí ag 
fonóid orthu.

Gun Running
Arms and ammunition were 
sourced by The O’Rahilly and 
acquired by Darrell Figgis, 
Journalist, on behalf of the 
Irish Volunteers from arms firm 
Moritz Magnus in Hamburg, 
Germany. The shipment arrived 
on two yachts, landing firstly in 
Howth (“Asgard”), and a week 
later in Kilcoole (“Kelpie”). A 
concentration of Dublin-based 
Irish Volunteers, Fianna Eireann 
members and supporters were on 
hand to meet the “Asgard”. The 
Howth and Kilcoole landings were 
successful for the Irish Volunteers, 
but did not occur without tragedy. 
Three unarmed civilians were 
killed at Bachelor’s Walk, Dublin, 
when a section of the King’s Own 
Scottish Borderers, unsuccessful 
in their attempts to prevent the 
landing, and faced with a jeering 
crowd, opened fire.

“On the march to Howth we passed 
one of the Fianna who was standing on the seawall at Sutton Strand. 
He was signalling to Childers’ yacht, The Asgard”

Cúrsaí Eagrúcháin agus Trealaimh
Focus on Organisation and Equipment 

Patrick Ward, ‘B’ company, 
III Battalion, Dublin Brigade 
(BMH WS 1140 p.5) 

Complacht ‘D’, An Tríú Cathlán, Reisimint (nó Briogáid) Bhaile Átha Cliath, fearann 
Chaisleán Dhumhach Thrá, Co. Bhaile Átha Cliath 1914. Aon mhír amháin BMH CD 58/4, An 

Chartlann Mhíleata 

‘D’ Company, III Battalion, Dublin Regiment (also known as Brigade), Sandymount 
Castle grounds, Co. Dublin 1914. 1 item BMH CD 58/4, Military Archives 

Cuid den chuntas (2ll.), arna choimeád ag George Walsh, Iontaobhaí de chuid Chiste Cosanta 
na hÉireann, ina léirítear an costas a bhí le raidhfilí a tugadh i dtír i gCill Chomhghaill agus i 
mBeann Éadair. 
Gan dáta PRCN/0028/01/004, Páipéir George Walsh, An Chartlann Mhíleata 

Part account (2pp.), made by George Walsh, Trustee of Defence of Ireland fund, showing cost of 
rifles landed at Kilcoole and Howth. Undated PRCN/0028/01/004, George Walsh Papers, Military Archives

Cárta poist le pictiúr d’eachtraí a bhain le gunnaí a thabhairt i dtír i mBeann Éadair, 
Co. Bhaile Átha Cliath. PRCN/0028/02/018, Páipéir George Walsh, An Chartlann Mhíleata

Picture postcard depicting gun running scenes at Howth, Co. Dublin.  
PRCN/0028/02/018, George Walsh Papers, Military Archives

Grianghraf leis an mBráthair Oirmhinneach Walker, den H.M.S “Forward” i gCuan Dhún Laoghaire, 
Co. Bhaile Átha Cliath (Kingstown Harbour)ag  faire an mbeifí ag féachaint le gunnaí a thabhairt i 
dtír, Iúil 1914. BMH CD 75/6/1, An Chartlann Mhíleata

Photograph by Reverend Brother Walker of H.M.S “Forward” in Kingstown Harbour  
(Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin), on look out for gun running, July 1914. BMH CD 75/6/1, Military Archives

Iontráil dar dáta an 9 Eanáir 1914, as leabhar miontuairiscí arna choinneáil ag Complacht Ghort na Fuiseoige, 
an Ceathrú Cathlán, Briogáid Bhaile Átha Cliath. Baineann na tuairiscí leis an tréimhse ón 2 Eanáir go dtí an 
20 Feabhra1914 (11 cruinniú).  PRCN/0028/01/025, Páipéir George Walsh, An Chartlann Mhíleata 

 

Entry dated 9 January 1914, from minute book kept by Larkfield company, IV Battalion, Dublin Brigade. 
Entries cover period 2 January to 20 February 1914 (11 meetings). 
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“We, and the Volunteers 
at our instance, have taken a certain pledge. Redmond has announced  
a totally different policy and duty”

 An Ceanncheathrú agus aighneas i measc lucht na gluaiseachta 
 Focus on Headquarters and tensions within the movement 

Eoin MacNeill, addressing 
his “old colleagues” within 
the Provisional Committee, 
in response to press 
reports covering Redmond’s 
Woodenbridge speech 
(Unpublished memoir of Eoin MacNeill, BMH CD/7)

PRCN/0028/01/004, Páipéir George Walsh, An Chartlann Mhíleata

PRCN/0028/01/004, George Walsh Papers, Military Archives

Póstaer earcaíochta de chuid Oifig Cogaíochta na Breataine a bhain leis an bhfeachtas 
earcaíochta 1914-1918. I gcló 1915 ag Alex Thom and Co. Ltd. Le Caoinchead ó Ard-Mhúsaem 

na hÉireann. NMIHH:1995.39

British War Office Recruitment Poster connected with recruiting campaign 1914-1918. 
Printed 1915 by Alex Thom and Co. Ltd. Courtesy of National Museum of Ireland. NMIHH:1995.39

BMH CD/12, An Chartlann Mhíleata

BMH CD/12, Military Archives

Photograph taken at Greenmount Oil Company, Harold’s Cross, Dublin, featuring Company Director 
Mr. Dobbyn, Laurence J. Kettle (member of Uniform Sub Committee) and George Walsh, IV Battalion, 
Kimmage company, May 1914. Kettle models uniform approved by appointed Sub-Committee 
(comprised of Eoin MacNeill and Laurence J. Kettle) PRCN/0028/01/027, George Walsh Papers, Military Archives

Beilt

Belt Buckle

Grianghraf a tógadh ag Greenmount Oil Company, Crois Araild, Baile Átha Cliath, ina bhfuil Stiúrthóir na 
Cuideachta, an tUasal Dobbyn, Laurence J. Kettle (a bhí ar an bhFochoiste maidir le hÉide) agus George 
Walsh, an Ceathrú Cathlán, complacht Chamaigh, Bealtaine 1914. Tá Kettle ag taispeáint na héide ar 
aontaigh an Fochoiste saincheaptha uirthi (arbh iad a bhí air, Eoin Mac Néill agus Laurence J. Kettle) 
PRCN/0028/01/027, Páipéir George Walsh, An Chartlann Mhíleata 
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Socrú agus socruithe…
Bhí daoine ar an gCoiste Sealadach ag teacht le chéile uair sa tseachtain 
ag plé dul chun cinn na gluaiseachta agus obair na bhfochoistí a bhí 
ceaptha acu agus ag déanamh socruithe faoi chúrsaí airgeadais, oiliúna, 
éide, údaráis, earcaíochta agus araíonachta. I mí Bealtaine, tharla 
aighneas teasaí idir John Redmond, ceannaire Pháirtí Parlaiminteach na 
hÉireann agus Eoin Mac Néill, Cathaoirleach Óglaigh na hÉireann, maidir 
le smacht ar ghluaiseacht na nÓglach agus daoine arna n-ainmniú ag 
Redmond a cheapadh ar an gCoiste Sealadach. Thángthas ar shocrú i mí 
Meitheamh agus d’éirigh le Redmond ceapachán 25 duine a thabhairt i 
gcrích, rud a d’fhág gur aigesean a bhí smacht ar an ngluaiseacht. 

Decisions, decisions…
Members of the Provisional Committee met once a week to discuss 
the progress of the movement, the work of appointed sub-committees 
and to make decisions affecting finance, training, uniform, authority, 
recruitment and discipline. In May, heated exchanges took place 
between John Redmond, leader of the Irish Parliamentary Party, and 
Eoin MacNeill, Chairman of the Irish Volunteers, over control of the 
Volunteer movement and the appointment of Redmond nominees 
to the Provisional Committee. A decision was reached in June with 
Redmond securing the appointment of his 25 nominees, thereby taking 
control of the movement. 

An Deighilt 
An 20 Meán Fómhair, labhair John Redmond le dream Óglach sa Droichead 
Adhmaid, Co. Chill Mhantáin.  I bhfianaise an Chéad Chogadh Domhanda 
a bheith ar siúl agus an Tríú Bille Rialtas Dúchais a bheith curtha i Leabhar 
na Reachtaíochta, mhol Redmond do lucht ghluaiseacht na nÓglach 
liostáil in Arm Shasana d’fhonn seasamh le feachtas an chogaidh agus 
bua na gcomhghuaillithe a thabhairt i gcrích. Tharraing moladh Redmond 
easaontas idir daoine ar an gCoiste Sealadach agus deighilt ghinearálta 
sa ghluaiseacht. Sheas an tromlach le Redmond agus thug na hÓglaigh 
Náisiúnta orthu féin.  Choinnigh an mionlach an teideal Óglaigh na 
hÉireann orthu féin.

The Split 
On 20th September, John Redmond addressed a unit of Volunteers at 
Woodenbridge, Co. Wicklow. In light of the outbreak of World War 1 
and the placement of the Third Home Rule Bill on the Statute Book, 
Redmond advocated that members of the Volunteer movement enlist 
in the British Army to support the war effort and cultivate a win for the 
allied forces. Redmond’s assertion divided the governing Provisional 
Committee, and caused a general split in the movement. The majority 
supported Redmond and titled themselves the National Volunteers, 
while the minority retained the title Irish Volunteers.

Roll call
Tar éis don deighilt tarlú, eagraíodh an chéad Chomhdháil Ghinearálta 
ag Óglaigh na hÉireann an 25 Deireadh Fómhair in Amharclann na 
Mainistreach, Baile Átha Cliath.  Bhí toscaire ceaptha i láthair ó 134 
complacht as Éirinn, Sasana agus Albain. Ba é Eoin Mac Néill a bhí ina 
Chathaoirleach ar an gCoiste Sealadach agus ar chomhaltaí an Choiste, 
bhí an Rathaileach, Pádraig Mac Piarais, Seán Mac Diarmada, Micheál 
S. Mac Breithiúin, Tomás Mac Donnchadha, Bulmer Hobson agus 
Seosamh Pluincéid.

Roll call
Volunteer companies were established in Cork, Galway, Wexford and 
Monaghan. Drill and assembly halls were established in Dublin through 
the work of Dublin City and County Board. The Volunteer Gazette, a 
one-off special publication, was produced to highlight the progress of 
the movement, respond to challenges made by members of the press 
and contemporaries and to share these developments and views with 
the rank and file members of the Irish Volunteers. 
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“Twenty months have passed since the first public 
enrolment of Irish Volunteers [...]

”

Oiliúint, searmanais agus bailiú airgid
Focus on Training, ceremony and fundraising  

Thomas McDonagh, observing  
the profile of the Irish Volunteer  
in 1915 (BMH CD 316/2 p. 21)

Pláta maisithe ‘Diarmuid O’ Donnabháin Rossa (Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa), 1831-1915 
Meabhrachán maidir leis an tSochraid Phoiblí go dtí Reilig Ghlas Naíon, Baile Átha 
Cliath, an 1 Lúnasa 1915’.  Arna fhoilsiú ag Coiste Shochraid Uí Dhonnabháin Rossa. 
Tá liosta chomhaltaí Fhochoistí na Sochraide isteach leis. BMH CD316/2,An Chartlann Mhíleata

Illustrated plate from ‘Diarmuid O’ Donnabhain Rossa (Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa), 
1831–1915 Souvenir of Public Funeral to Glasnevin Cemetery Dublin, 1st August 1915’. 
Published by O’Donovan Rossa Funeral Committee. Contains list of members of the 
Funeral Sub Committees. BMH CD 316/2, Military Archives

Oifigigh de chuid Óglaigh na hÉireann a d’fhreastail ar champa oiliúna i mBaile Átha Luain, Meán 
Fómhair 1915 (Tá gluais maidir leis na daoine atá sa phictiúr sa treoir a ghabhann leis an bpictiúr). 

Irish Volunteer Officers who attended a training camp held in Athlone, September 1915.  
(Key to people in accompanying guide) 

BMH CD 58/6, An Chartlann Mhíleata 

BMH CD 58/6, Military Archives 
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BMH CD 62/12/2, An Chartlann Mhíleata 

BMH CD 62/12/2, Military Archives 
Dream as Complacht ‘A’, an Ceathrú Cathlán, Briogáid Bhaile Átha Cliath, buaiteoirí 
trófaí a bronnadh ag an lá spóirt a eagraíodh i Scoil Éanna, Ráth Fearnáin, Baile Átha 
Cliath, an 5 Meán Fómhair 1915. BMH CD/15/1, An Chartlann Mhíleata 

Members of ‘A’ Company, IV Battalion, Dublin Brigade, winners of trophy presented  
at sports day held in St Enda’s college, Rathfarnham, Dublin 5 September 1915. 
BMH CD/15/1, Military Archives 

“Chun Oibre”1 

Aontaíodh siollabas nua oiliúna, arna chur le chéile ag an Stiúrthóir 
Oiliúna, Tomás Mac Donnchadha, ar an 13 Eanáir.  Níor cuireadh 
fiacail ann; má bhí post ceannasaíochta ag Oifigeach, níor mhór 
roinnt coinníollacha áirithe a shásamh ina leith sin. D’fhonn cinntiú 
go ndéanfaí an oiliúint go críochnúil i ngach uile cás, treoraíodh do 
na hOifigigh i bpoist ceannasaíochta teacht i láthair le haghaidh 
dianoiliúna i rith shéasúr an tsamhraidh agus an fhómhair 1915.  
Eagraíodh campaí traenála d’Oifigigh Óglaigh na hÉireann i gContae 
Thír Eoghain (mí Iúil), i gCill Mhantáin (Lúnasa), i dtuaisceart Chontae 
Chorcaí (Lúnasa) agus in ionaid i gContae na Gaillimhe, i gContae Ros 
Comáin agus i gContae na hIarmhí (mí Meán Fómhair).   

“Get to work”1 
 A new training syllabus, produced by Director of Training, Thomas 
McDonagh, was approved on 13th January. The message was clear; if an 
Officer held a command position, they had to satisfy certain qualifying 
conditions. To ensure training was carried out expertly and consistently, 
Officers in command positions were detailed to report for intensive 
training held over the course of the summer/autumn season 1915. 
Training camps for Irish Volunteer Officers were held in county Tyrone 
(July), Wicklow (August), North county Cork (August) and sites within 
county Galway, Roscommon and Westmeath (September). 

1	 An Stiúrthóir Oiliúna, Óglaigh na hÉireann, Teachtaireacht do na hÓglaigh, 23 Eanáir 1915, Irish Volunteer, Iml. 2 Uimh. 8 (Sraith Nua)   l.4

	 Director of Training, Irish Volunteer’s message to troops, 23rd January 1915, Irish Volunteer, Vol. 2 No.8 (New Series)   p.4

‘Ceolchoirm, Damhsa, Bannaí Ceoil, Seomraí Tae, 
Tiomáint Carranna agus Píobaireacht’2 
D’eagraigh complachtaí  d’Óglaigh na hÉireann, i gcomhar le Cumman 
na mBan agus Fianna Éireann, roinnt imeachtaí sóisialta i rith na bliana 
1915 in ionaid éagsúla in Éirinn, i Sasana agus in Albain.  Bhí d’aidhm 
leo siamsaíocht agus caitheamh aimsire a chur ar fáil do na hÓglaigh 
chomh maith le hairgead a bhailiú agus earcaíocht a chur chun cinn.  Ar 
na hionaid agus na láithreacha inar eagraíodh imeachtaí bhí St George 
Hall, Westminster, Londain, Leabharlann Poiblí Chluain Dolcáin, Baile 
Átha Cliath agus ionaid in Inis Córthaidh, Contae Loch Garman agus an 
Tulach, Contae Cheatharlach.

‘Concert, Dancing, Bands, Tea Rooms,  
Motor drives, Pipers’2 
A number of social events were organised over the course of 1915 by 
Irish Volunteer companies, in association with Cumman na mBan and 
Fianna Eireann, at various venues in Ireland, England and Scotland. 
The aims were to provide entertainment and diversion for the troops 
but also to raise funds and advance recruitment. Venues and sites 
which hosted events included St George Hall, Westminster, London, 
Clondalkin Public Library, Dublin and venues in Enniscorthy, county 
Wexford and Tullow, county Carlow. 

2	 Clár na nImeachtaí, Scoil Éanna, Ráth Fearnáin, 5 Meán Fómhair, BMH CD 62/12/2

Programme of events, St. Enda’s College, Rathfarnham, 5th September, BMH CD 62/12/2

Bás Fhínín 
Adhlacadh Diarmuid Ó Donnabháin Rossa i reilig Ghlas Naíon ar lá 
Lúnasa.  Ligeadh na socruithe maoirseachta le hÓglaigh na hÉireann.  
Thosaigh mórshiúl na sochraide ó Halla na Cathrach bhí oifigigh poiblí 
as gach cuid den tír uirthi agus as eagraíochtaí éagsúla, ina measc, na 
hÓglaigh Náisiúnta, Cumann na mBan, Fianna Éireann, Arm Cathartha 
na hÉireann agus ionadaithe as Cumann Lúthchleas Gael.  Ba é Pádraig 
Mac Piarais a thug an óráid os cionn na huaighe “thar ceann glún nua 
daoine”. 

Death of a Fenian 
Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa was laid to rest in Glasnevin cemetery,  
1 August. Marshalling arrangements were devolved onto Irish 
Volunteers. The procession which commenced at City Hall included 
public officials from all over the country and organisations including 
the National Volunteers, Cumman na mBan, Fianna Eireann, Irish 
Citizens Army and representatives of the Gaelic Athletic Association. 
The graveside oration was delivered by Padraig Pearse “on behalf of a 
new generation”. 
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“I have never lived a normal life. I have always 
been in the thick of things”

Óglaigh na hÉireann thar sáile 
Focus on Irish Volunteers across the water  

Grace Plunkett, nee Gifford, recalling 
her fiancé Joseph Plunkett’s trip to 
Germany (BMH WS 0257 p.2)

BMH CD 6/2/7, An Chartlann Mhíleata 

BMH CD 6/2/7, Military Archives

BMH CD 95/1/2, An Chartlann Mhíleata

BMH CD 95/1/2, Military Archives 

Seosamh Máire Pluincéid. Cóip d’íomhá ón bpas a eisíodh sa bhliain 1915. 
BSMG 24, An Chartlann Mhíleata

Joseph Mary Plunkett.  Copy image from passport issued 1915. 
BMH P 24, Military Archives

 

Larkfield Mills, Kimmage, May 1923   MA/GPN/09/024, Military Archives

Muilte Ghort na Fuiseoige, Camaigh, Bealtaine 1923   MA/GPN/09/024, An Chartlann Mhíleata

Dialann 1915, Sheosaimh Mháire Pluincéid BMH CD 320, An Chartlann Mhíleata  

Diary 1915, Joseph Mary Plunkett BMH CD 320, Military Archives

Óglaigh na hÉireann 1913–1918 The Irish Volunteers

Beartaíocht faoi rún
Thug Seosamh Pluincéid, comhalta den Lár-Choiste Feidhmiúcháin (an 
Coiste Sealadach tráth ba luaithe) agus duine de Bhráithreachas na 
Poblachta (IRB), turas chun na Gearmáine thar ceann an Bhráithreachais. 
Bhí leagtha air ag Ard-Chomhairle an Bhráithreachais leanúint leis na 
cainteanna a raibh tús curtha leo ag Ruairí Mac Easmainn.  Socraíodh 
cruinnithe le daoine mórthábhachta i gcúrsaí airm sa Ghearmáin agus le 
hoifigigh eile d’fhonn cúnamh taca na Gearmáine le cúis na hÉireann a 
chinntiú. Bhí meon rúndachta ag baint le cúrsaí eile seachas beartaíocht 
Phluincéid agus, in Éirinn féin, chuir daoine den Lár-Choiste Feidhmiúcháin 
bonn foirmeálta faoin gceangal le hArm Cathartha na hÉireann ionas gur 
cuireadh Comhairle Mhíleata ar bun i gcomhar a dhéanfadh comhordú ar 
bhearta ina dhiaidh sin.  

A very secret thing
Joseph Plunkett, member of the Central Executive (formerly Provisional 
Committee) and member of the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB), 
travelled to Germany on behalf of the IRB. He was tasked by the 
Supreme Council of the IRB to continue negotiations, commenced by 
Sir Roger Casement. Meetings were arranged with key German military 
figures and officials, with the aim to secure German support for the 
Irish cause. The air of secrecy extended beyond Plunkett’s mission 
and, back in Ireland, members of the Central Executive formalised 
associations with the Irish Citizen Army to form a joint Military  
Council to coordinate future activities.

Airgead as Meiriceá
Thug Coiste Mheiriceá d’Óglaigh Náisiúnta na hÉireann $5,000 d’Eoin 
Mac Néill, faoi chomhair Sheáin T. Uí Cheallaigh, duine de Bhráithreachas 
na Poblachta agus Captaein in Óglaigh na hÉireann. Airgead a bhí ann 
a tháinig ó bhearta a rinne an cumann Clan na Gael, a bhí bunaithe i 
Meiriceá, chun airgead a bhailiú. Tugadh an ciste ar lámh do Ó Ceallaigh 
ag teannadh le deireadh an turas coicíse a thug sé go Meiriceá. Chas Ó 
Ceallaigh le John Devoy ó chumann Clan na Gael, le Joseph Garrity agus 
le Denis Spellissy le linn na cuairte go Nua-Eabhrac agus Philadelphia.  Ba 
é an bearta deiridh a tharla idir an Ceallach agus Spellissy gur ghlac sé le 
£1,000 breise do Bhráithreachas na Poblachta.   IRB.  Fágadh, d’aon turas, an 
t-airgead sin gan aon admháil foirmeálta ina leith.

Funds from America
The American Committee of the Irish National Volunteers entrusted $5,000 
to Eoin MacNeill, care of Sean T. O’Kelly, member of the IRB and Captain of 
the Irish Volunteers. The money was the product of fundraising activities 
undertaken by the American-based association Clan na Gael. The exchange 
was made towards the end of O’Kelly’s two week stay in America. O’Kelly 
met John Devoy of Clan na Gael, Joseph Garrity and Denis Spellissy while 
in New York and Philadelphia. O’Kelly’s final transaction with Spellissy 
involved his acceptance of an additional £1,000 for the IRB.  
This transaction was purposely unrecorded formally with a receipt.

Dún agus Áras…
Bhí an Captaein Thomas Craven as Complacht ‘B’, Óglaigh Learphoill, ar na 
daoine sin in Óglaigh na hÉireann a tháinig thar sáile chun páirt a ghlacadh 
in Éirí Amach 1916 agus san ullmhúchán roimh ré. Bhí Teach agus Muilte 
Ghort na Fuiseoige, Camaigh, Baile Átha Cliath, áit chónaithe mhuintir 
Phluincéid, ina bhunáit míleata ag Craven agus Óglaigh eile as Learpholl, 
Manchain, Londain, Glaschú agus Dún Éideann.  Bhí timpeall is 90 duine 
eile in éineacht le Craven sa dream ar tugadh Garastún Chamaigh orthu.

Home from Home…
Captain Thomas Craven of ‘B’ company, Liverpool Volunteers, was one of  
a number of Irish Volunteers who arrived in Ireland to take an active part  
in both the Rising 1916, and preparations in the lead up to it. Larkfield 
House and Mills in Kimmage, Dublin homestead of the Plunkett family 
became a military base for Craven and other Irish Volunteers from 
Liverpool, Manchester, London, Glasgow and Edinburgh. Alongside 
approximately 90 others, Craven became part of a military body known  
as the Kimmage Garrison. 
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1916
“Whatever I have 

 done 
I have done as a Soldier of Ireland in what I believed to be my 

country’s interests”

Ullmhú don Éirí Amach, teacht an Éirí Amach agus tar éis an Éirí Amach 
Focus on Preparations for the Rising, advent of the Rising and aftermath 

Seán Heuston, on the eve of his 
execution, to his friend and colleague 
in Great Southern and Western Railway 
Company, Mr. E. Walsh (BMH CD 95/2/4)

Orduithe a d’eisigh an Leifteanant E. Bulfin, arna leasú agus arna n-athrú ag an 
gCaptaein Liam Mac Piarais, ag cur athruithe i bhfeidhm ba ghá tar éis do Eoin Mac 
Néill ordú a fhoilsiú.  BMH CD 99/2, An Chartlann Mhíleata

Orders issued to Lieutenant E. Bulfin, revised and altered by Captain William Pearse, 
applying changes made necessary following the publication of an order by Eoin 
MacNeill.  BMH CD 99/2, Military Archives  

BMH CD 95/2/4, An Chartlann Mhíleata 

BMH CD 95/2/4, Military Archives 

Ceannairí agus daoine iomráiteacha a raibh baint acu le 
hÉirí Amach 1916.  Plátaí léaráide ó fhoilseachán dar teideal 
‘The Sinn Féin Leaders of 1916’, BMH CD 227/3/11 agus pictiúir 
de Thomás Ceannt, Conchúr Ó Colbáird, Seán Heuston, 
Micheál Ó Mealláin agus Liam Mac Piarais as bailiúchán de 
ghrianghraif ilghnéitheacha agus de chártaí cuimhneacháin, 
BMH CD 4/1/8 ,An Chartlann Mhíleata

 
Leaders and personalities associated with the 1916 Rising.  
Illustrated plates from publication titled ‘The Sinn Fein 
Leaders of 1916’, BMH CD 227/3/11 and Thomas Kent, Con 
Colbert, Seán Heuston, Michael Mallin and Willie Pearse 
images from a collection of miscellaneous photographs and 
memorial cards, BMH CD 4/1/8 , Military Archives

Óglaigh na hÉireann 1913–1918 The Irish Volunteers

“not much use in having a battalion if you  
cannot get it together when you want it”1 

	 I rith na bliana 1915, bhíothas ag treorú do na hAonaid, géarú ar an scéim 
slógtha a bhí acu.  Scaipeadh airm agus lón airm go dtí pointí áise roimh 
aimsir an Éirí Amach, faoi stiúir na comhairle.  Bhí an Comhchoiste Míleata 
ag cur bailchríoch ar na pleananna don Éirí Amach ó mhí Eanáir ar aghaidh 
agus socraíodh ar Dhomhnach Cásca (an 23 Aibreán) mar dháta. Tharla an 
phlé sin uile gan fhios ag cuid mhór ar an Ard-Chomhairle, Eoin Mac Néill 
agus Bulmer Hobson ina measc, go raibh sé ar siúl.

	 Bhí “bearta suimiúla” inlíochta leagtha amach do dheireadh seachtaine na 
Cásca, faoi mar a bheadh inlíocht mhachaire ar siúl.  Treoraíodh d’Óglaigh 
teacht i láthair agus iad ullamh do lá nó dhó biobháige.  Chuir Mac Néill an 
t-ordú slógaidh ar ceal go poiblí ar a fháil amach dó an chúis a bhí dáiríre 
leis an inlíocht.

“not much use in having a battalion if you  
cannot get it together when you want it”1 

	 Throughout 1915, Units were instructed to sharpen and perfect their 
particular scheme of mobilisation. Arms and ammunition were 
distributed to access points prior to the Rising, under direction of 
the council. The Joint Military Council finalised plans for the Rising 
from January, fixing Easter Sunday (23rd April) as the start date. These 
discussions took place without the knowledge of many on the Central 
Executive, including Eoin MacNeill and Bulmer Hobson. 

	 An “interesting set” of manoeuvres was planned for the Easter 
weekend under the guise of a field exercise. Volunteers were 
instructed to report prepared for a one to two day bivouac. MacNeill 
publically countermanded the mobilisation order and instructions on 
finding out the real reason for the exercise. 

1	 Nótaí ón gCeanncheathrú, An tÓglach, Iml. 2 Uimh. 58 (Sraith Nua)

Notes from Headquarters, The Irish Volunteer, Vol.2 No. 58 (New Series)

“Go luath Dé Máirt bhí ráflaí de gach cineál ag dul 
thart.  D’éirigh na hÓglaigh amach!  Fógraíodh 
an Phoblacht!  Bhí Caisleán Bhaile Átha Cliath, 
Teach an Chustaim agus Ard-Oifig an Phoist gafa 
ag na hÓglaigh!  Bhí an lámh in uachtar acu i 
ngach áit!”1

	 Ón tráth ar athraíodh ón mearbhall mar gheall ar na horduithe 
agus go ndearnadh gníomh, is gearr a mhair an rath ar eachtraí 
tionscanta i mBaile Átha Cliath maidir le slógadh na n-óglach agus 
garastúin a chur ar bun mar tháinig tuilleadh fórsaí de chuid na 
Breataine ar an bhfód.  Fógraíodh dlí airm an 25 Aibreán (Dé Máirt), 
bhí lár na cathrach dúnta ar dhaoine agus tródam saighdiúirí 
socraithe d’fhonn deireadh a chur leis an troid. Leanadh den troid 
taobh istigh den limistéar dúnta sin go dtí an 29 Aibreán (Dé 
Sathairn), nuair a ghéill Pádraig Mac Piarais thar ceann Rialtas 
Sealadach na Poblachta.  Gabhadh ceannairí, gnáthóglaigh agus 
daoine arbh eol gur sheas siad leo.  Cuireadh sé dhuine dhéag, ar 
sonraíodh mórthábhacht a bheith leo, chun báis idir an 3 Bealtaine 
agus an 3 Lúnasa.  Cuireadh na mílte thar sáile isteach i gcampaí 
géibhinn i Sasana agus sa Bhreatain Bheag mar gheall ar a bpáirt 
san Éirí Amach, agus bhí ar mhuintir na linne ag dul i gcleachtadh 
chás nua na tíre mar áit inar tharla Éirí Amach. 

“Early on Tuesday all sorts of rumours were 
in circulation. The Volunteers were up! The 
Republic was proclaimed! The Volunteers had 
captured Dublin Castle, the Custom House and 
the GPO! They were winning everywhere!”1

	 Once confusion surrounding the orders turned to action, initial 
successes in Dublin in mobilising troops and in establishing 
garrisons, were short-lived as British reinforcements gathered. 
Martial law was declared 25th April (Tuesday), the city centre 
shutdown with a cordon put in place to bring the fighting to an 
end. The fighting continued within this concentrated area until 
29th April (Saturday), when P.H Pearse surrendered on behalf of 
the Provisional Government of the Republic.   Leaders, rank and file 
and known supporters were rounded up.  Sixteen men, identified 
as key leaders were executed between 3 May and 3 August.  
Thousands were deported to internment camps in England and 
Wales for their part in the Rising, while a generation came to terms 
with the inherited landscape of a country, post rebellion.

2	 Eithne Ní Shiubhne BMH WS 119, l.9

Eithne Ní Shiubhne BMH WS 119, p.9

Litir chuig an Athair Mac Cnáimhín, C.P ó 
Eoin Mac Néill, ina dtugann sé deimhniú 
mar gheall ar an ordú a foilsíodh ar 
an Sunday Independent.  Bhí seo ar 
cheann de shraith teachtaireachtaí a 
chuir Mac Néill amach ag iarraidh stop 
a chur le slógadh chomplachtaí de chuid 
Óglaigh na hÉireann ar fud na tíre sular 
tharla an tÉirí Amach.  BMH CD 288/4, An 

Chartlann Mhíleata

Letter addressed to Father Nevin, C.P 
from Eoin MacNeill, authenticating 
his order publicised in the Sunday 
Independent.  This is one of a series 
of communiqués issued by MacNeill 
in an attempt to halt the mobilisation 
of Irish Volunteer units countrywide 
before the Rising took hold. BMH CD 

288/4, Military Archives
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Sir Roger Casement 
d. 3 August 1916

Joseph Plunkett 
d. 4 May 1916

Michael Collins Count Plunkett Eamon de Valera

Ernest BlytheFrancis Sheehy Skeffington
d. 26 April 1916

Michael O’Hanrahan 
d. 4 May 1916

Con Colbert
d. 8 May 1916

Michael Mallin
d. 8 May 1916

Seán Heuston
d. 8 May 1916

Thomas Kent
d. 9 May 1916

William Pearse
d. 4 May 1916

Edward Daly
d. 4 May 1916

Countess MarkieviczArthur GriffithEoin MacNeill William T. Cosgrave Cathal Brugha

Patrick Pearse
d. 3 May 1916

Eamonn Ceannt
d. 8 May 1916

The O’Rahilly
d. 29 April 1916

James Connolly
d. 12 May 1916

Thomas Clarke
d. 3 May 1916

Sean MacBride
d. 5 May 1916

Seán MacDiarmada
d. 12 May 1916

Thomas MacDonagh
d. 3 May 1916



1916

“In the meantime, there were dispatches coming

from here and there, and we were told that Mellows was making a good 

fight in Galway. We held a Council of War”

Beartaíocht in ionaid seachas Baile Átha Cliath faoi Cháisc 1916
Focus on centres of activity outside Dublin, Easter 1916 

Donal O’Hannigan, Officer 
Commanding Louth Brigade
(IE/MA/MSPC/MSP34REF16541 Donal 
O’Hannigan ‘Sworn Statement made before 
Advisory Committee 24th July 1936’ 8pp. 
Military Archives)

Mapa líníochta d’Inis Córthaidh, Contae Loch Garman, ar a leagtar amach na 
príomhionaid a bhaineann leis an mbeartaíocht ar an mbaile sin i rith sheachtain na 
Cásca 1916.  IE/MA/MSPC/A66/2/34, An Chartlann Mhíleata 

Sketch map of Enniscorthy, County Wexford, denoting key sites relating to activity in 
the town during Easter week 1916.  IE/MA/MSPC/A66/2/34, Military Archives

Bonn 1916. Bronnadh 
an bonn seo ar 
dhaoine a rinneadh 
fiannas aitheanta i rith 
sheachtain na Cásca 
1916. 2,477 bonn ar fad a 
bronnadh in imeacht na 
mblianta idir 1941 agus 
1988. Íomhá le caoinchead ó 

Chlóphreas Óglaigh na hÉireann.  

The 1916 medal. This 
medal was awarded to 
persons with recognised 
military service during 
Easter week 1916.  In 
total 2,477 medals were 
awarded between 1941 
and 1988. Image courtesy of 

Defence Forces Printing Press.

MSP/34/REF/16541 Donal O’Hannigan

MSP/34/REF/16541 Donal O’Hannigan

Óglaigh na hÉireann 1913–1918 The Irish Volunteers

Is ar eachtraí airm i gCathair Bhaile Átha Cliath, i gCill Dhéagláin, Contae na 
Mí agus in Inis Córthaidh, Contae Loch Garman is iondúil a chuimhnítear 
maidir le Seachtain na Cásca 1916.  Is léir ó na comhaid agus ó na taifid i 
mBailiúchán na bPinsean Seirbhíse Míleata (1916-1923) go raibh beartaíocht 
aonair agus beartaíocht dhreamanna daoine a bhí in Óglaigh na hÉireann 
agus i gCumann na mBan a tharla i gcuid mhór áiteanna eile i rith na 
seachtaine sin a raibh aitheantas dóibh mar “fhiannas” faoi Achtanna na 
bPinsean Seirbhíse Míleata, 1924 agus 1934.  Ar na cineálacha beartaíochta 
a bhí i gceist bhí cur isteach ar chúrsaí cumarsáide, bóithre iarainn a scrios, 
droichid a leagan, airm agus lón airm a chur ar chóir sábhála nó a thabhairt 
ar siúl, teachtaireachtaí a iompar agus eachtraí áirithe idir Óglaigh agus 
Fórsaí an Rí inar tharla urchair a scaoileadh.  Tugtar aitheantas do 817 
ionad éagsúil agus, chomh maith leis na ceantair a luaitear thuas, tugadh 
san áireamh eachtraí agus ionaid i gContae na Gaillimhe, i Sligeach, i dTír 
Eoghain, i gContae Lú, san Iarmhí, i dTiobraid Árann, i gCill Dara, i gCill 
Mhantáin, i bPort Láirge, i gCorcaigh agus i gCiarraí.  

The events of Easter Week 1916 are usually remembered for armed 
actions in Dublin City and County, at Ashbourne, County Meath and 
Enniscorthy, County Wexford. The files and records in the Military 
Service (1916-1923) Pensions Collection demonstrate that individual 
and group actions by members of the Irish Volunteers and Cumann 
na mBan, which were recognised as constituting  “active service” 
under the Military Services Pensions Acts, 1924 and 1934, took place in 
many other areas during the week. These actions included disrupting 
communications, destruction of railway lines, knocking bridges, 
safeguarding and removing arms and ammunition, dispatch-carrying 
and isolated incidences of exchanges of fire between Volunteers and 
Crown Forces. In all, 817 different locations are recognised and, as well 
as the areas already mentioned, include incidents and locations in 
Counties Galway, Sligo, Tyrone, Louth, Westmeath, Tipperary, Kildare, 
Wicklow, Waterford, Cork and Kerry.

Jack Doyle agus Tom McGrath, Óglaigh, in Ard-Oifig an Phoist i rith sheachtain na 
Cásca 1916.  Bhí i gceist gurb í Ard-Oifig an Phoist, Sráid Uí Chonaill, Baile Átha Cliath 
a bheadh ina Cheanncheathrú Ginearálta. BMH CD 188/4/1, An Chartlann Mhíleata

Irish Volunteers Jack Doyle and Tom McGrath, in the General Post Office, during 
Easter week 1916.  The General Post Office, O’Connell Street, Dublin was intended 
to serve as General Headquarters. BMH CD 188/4/1, Military Archives

Panel G front



1916

Of the 261 men of the Pembroke Enlistment Forms, 

20 men went on to participate in the 1916 Rising

Foirmeacha Liostála Pheambróg
Focus on Pembroke Enlisting Forms

Ardán Morehampton, Domhnach Broc

Morehampton Terrace, Donnybrook

Foirm Iarratais, Ard-Mhúsaem na hÉireann

Application forms, National Museum of Ireland

Óglaigh na hÉireann 1913–1918 The Irish Volunteers

Eamon de Valera 

Eamon de Valera 
Bhí Éamon de Valera i láthair ag an gcruinniú poiblí sa Rotunda an 25 
Samhain 1913 agus chuaigh sé isteach in Óglaigh na hÉireann.  Ceapadh ina 
Leifteanant é sa bhliain 1914 agus bhí sé ina oifigeach earcaíochta ag an 3ú 
Cathlán i nDomhnach Broc, mar a raibh cónaí air.  Sa bhliain 1941 agus é 
ina Thaoiseach, bhronn sé 261 foirm iarratais ar Ard-Mhúsaem na hÉireann 
agus is díol suime an léargas atá uathu ar chúrsaí earcaíochta agus Óglaigh 
na hÉireann i samhradh na bliana 1914.

Eamon de Valera 
Eamon de Valera attended the public meeting at the Rotunda on 25 
November 1913 and joined the Irish Volunteers.  He was appointed as a 
Lieutenant in 1914 and became the recruiting officer in Donnybrook, where 
he lived, for the 3rd Battalion.  In 1941 when he was Taoiseach he donated 
261 application forms to the National Museum of Ireland and these give 
an interesting  insight into the recruiting of the Irish Volunteers during the 
summer of 1914.   

261 Foirmeacha iarratais a bronnadh ar Ard-Mhúsaem na hÉireann 
Application forms donated to the National Museum of Ireland

Os cionn 45 / Over 45

Idir 30 agus 45 / 30 to 45

Idir 20 agus 30 / 20 to 30

Faoi bhun 20 / Under 20

Aois
Age

Gairm 
Profession

Dennis Meehan, 13 bliana d’aois, an té ab óige.  Ba mhac eisean le 
hoibrí ar na dugaí a raibh cónaí air i 16 Sráid Chaoimhín Uacht. i 
mbarda Ché an Adhmaid. 

The youngest man was 13 year old Dennis Meehan, the son of a dock 
labourer, of 16 Upper Kevin Street in the Wood Quay ward. 

Lucht Talmhaíochta
Agricultural

Obair Neamhoilte 
Unskilled Labour

Lucht Gairme agus an Uasaicme
Professional and Upper Class

Lucht Ceirde / Oibrithe Oilte
Trade / Skilled Labour

Lucht Aimsire / Tráchtála
Domestic /Commercial Service 

Lár agus Uachtair Lucht Oibre
Middle and Upper Working Class 

Taighde de chuid Brenda Malone Research by Brenda Malone 
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“Darkness and pain, horror and bitter cries, and rending 

flames crackle the sky above. But when splendour and the beauty 

dies, out of the ashes soars the Shining Dove”
Devastation a poem 
by Grace Plunkett 
(BMH CD 227/35 p.10)

Dréacht den manifesto, arna ullmhú ag Ard-Chomhairle na nÓglach, Bealtaine 1917, 
le hionchas go n-eagrófaí Comhdháil Óglaigh na hÉireann (ní raibh dáta socraithe 
lena aghaidh tráth ar ullmhaíodh an cháipéis seo).  Tá leasuithe, ceartúcháin agus 
moltaí maidir leis an téacs ag gabháil leis an dréacht seo a chuirtear i leith Mhichíl Uí 
Choileáin.  BMH CD 4/2/2, An Chartlann Mhíleata

Draft manifesto, prepared by the Irish Volunteer Executive May 1917, in anticipation 
of an Irish Volunteer Convention (date not fixed at time of production). Draft includes 
amendments, corrections and suggested text, attributed to Michael Collins. BMH CD 

4/2/2, Military Archives

Léaráid as leabhar síniúchán a bhí ag an Dr Brigid Lyons Thornton.  Tá síniúchán 
curtha ann ag polaiteoirí de chuid Sinn Féin, daoine a bhí in Óglaigh na hÉireann agus 
daoine a sheas leo ag cruinnithe polaitíochta i Longfort, Ros Comáin agus oirthear an 
Chláir i rith na bliana 1917.  PC/0519 Bailiúchán an Uasal Barry Lyons, An Chartlann Mhíleata

Illustration from an Autograph book, belonging to Dr. Brigid Lyons Thornton.  
Contains signatures of Sinn Fein politicians, Irish Volunteers and supporters gathered 
at political rallies in Longford, Roscommon and East Clare throughout 1917.  
PC/0519 Mr Barry Lyons collection, Military Archives

Sochraid Thomáis Ághas, an 30 Meán Fómhair 1917. BMH CD/227/35, An Chartlann Mhíleata

Funeral of Thomas Ashe, 30th September 1917. BMH CD/227/35, Military Archives 

 

Príosúnaigh, arna scaoileadh amach, agus daoine a sheas leo, i bpictiúr a tógadh taobh 
amuigh de Theach an Ard-Mhéara, Baile Átha Cliath, an 17 Meitheamh 1917.  (Tá gluais maidir 
leis na daoine atá sa phictiúr sa treoir a ghabhann leis an bpictiúr), BSM P 17, An Chartlann Mhíleata

Released Prisoners, and supporters, taken outside the Mansion House, Dublin. 17 June 1917.  
(Key to individuals featured in accompanying guide), BMH P 17, Military Archives

BMH CD 95/3/12, Chartlann Mhíleata

BMH CD 95/3/12, Military Archives
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Filleadh
Tosaíodh i mí na Nollag 1916 ar lucht na gcampaí géibhinn, a cuireadh 
anonn go Sasana agus don Bhreatain Bheag tar éis an Éirí Amach, a 
ligean saor  agus ligeadh an chuid deiridh den lucht géibhinn amach i mí 
Meitheamh 1917.  Bhí cúnamh taca maidir le stádas agus leas na ndaoine a 
bhí i ngéibheann ón gCiste Cúnta Náisiúnta agus ó Chiste Chleithiúnaigh 
na nÓglach, a raibh brainsí réigiúnacha de ar fud na hÉireann, i rith an 
ama sin.  Rinne an eagraíocht sin comhordúchán ar an stocaireacht, ar 
phoiblíocht agus ar bhailiú airgid chun teacht i gcabhair ar an dream a bhí i 
ngéibheann agus ar na teaghlaigh. 

Return
The release of internees, deported to England and Wales following the 
Rising, commenced in December 1916, culminating in a final release of 
internees in June 1917.  The status and welfare of internees was supported 
by the Irish National Aid and Volunteer Dependent’s Fund throughout this 
period, which had regional branches throughout Ireland. This organisation 
coordinated lobbying, publicity campaigns and fundraising to assist the 
internees and their families. 

Atheagar
An dream a bhí i ngéibheann, tháinig siad ar ais isteach in eagraíocht a 
raibh gá le hord nua uirthi, le hathrú agus le ceannasaíocht thréan.   Rinne 
Eagraithe, Diarmuid Ó hÉigeartaigh ina measc, ar éirigh leis éalú gan a 
ghabháil tar éis Éirí Amach 1916, obair ullmhúcháin maidir le heagar a 
chur ar na fórsaí agus aird a choinneáil ar an bpríomhaidhm.   Eagraíodh 
Comhdháil (an Tríú Comhdháil) i bPáirc an Chrócaigh an 19 Samhain 1917 
ag ar toghadh Ard-Chomhairle nua chomh maith le stiúrthóireachtaí a 
chruthú, dhá cheapachán sinsearacha nua san áireamh: Stiúrthóir Faisnéise 
agus Stiúrthóir Innealtóirí.   

Reorganise
Internees returned to a structure in need of reorganisation, change 
and strong leadership. Preparatory work in organising the forces and 
maintaining focus was undertaken by Organisers, including Diarmuid 
O’Hegarty, who avoided capture in the aftermath of 1916.  A Convention 
(the Third Convention) in Croke Park was held 19th November 1917 where 
a new Executive was elected and directorships formed, including two new 
senior appointments: Director of Intelligence and Director of Engineers.

Slógadh
Bhí an t-athrú ar chúrsaí polaitíochta, an borradh a tháinig faoi Shinn 
Féin agus an bhagairt leanúnach maidir le coinscríobh nó príosúnacht ina 
ghríosú ag cuid mhór de lucht Óglaigh na hÉireann páirt a ghlacadh san 
fheachtasaíocht a bhain le fo-thoghcháin agus toghcháin áitiúla a raibh 
iarrthóirí de chuid Sinn Féin ag seasamh iontu.  Toghadh Éamon De Valera 
(Oirthear an Chláir), Liam T. Mac Cosgair (Cill Chainnigh), Seosamh Mac 
Aonghusa (Deisceart Longfoirt) agus an Cúnta Pluincéid (Ros Comáin) i 
dtoghcháin éagsúla i rith na bliana 1917.  Bhí slógadh i gceist taobh amuigh 
den fheachtas polaitíochta agus tháinig na hÓglaigh le chéile, faoi éide 
airm, in onóir do Thomás Ághas nuair a adhlacadh é tar éis dó bás a fháil le 
linn stailc ocrais i bPríosún Mhuinseo, an 30 Meán Fómhair 1917

Rally
The changing political landscape, the growth of Sinn Féin and the ongoing 
threat of conscription and imprisonment, motivated many Irish Volunteers 
to participate in canvassing activities connected with by-elections and 
local elections where Sinn Fein candidates  were running. Elections 
throughout 1917 saw the return of Eamon De Valera (East Clare), William 
T. Cosgrave (Kilkenny), Joseph McGuinness (South Longford) and Count 
Plunkett (Roscommon).  The rallying effort extended beyond political 
campaigning, and Irish Volunteers came together, in uniform, to honour 
and bury Thomas Ashe, who died on hunger strike in Mountjoy prison, on 
30th September 1917.

Athrangú agus atheagar 
Focus on Regrouping and reorganisation
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“We must remember we have stern work 

to do, vital work, perilous work […]”
An tÓglach, Vol. 1 No. 9
(31 December 1918/15 January 1919)

Gealladh maidir le Coinscríobh 1918.  BMH CD 4/10/7, An Chartlann Mhíleata

Conscription Pledge 1918.  BMH CD 4/10/7, Military Archives

Ciorclán ón gCeanncheathrú, Aibreán 1918, re. gabháil a bhí beartaithe a dhéanamh ar 
cheannairí na nÓglach. BMH CD 208/1/1, An Chartlann 

Headquarters Circular, April 1918, re projected arrests of Volunteer leaders. BMH CD 

208/1/1, Military Archives 

 

 

Pictiúr de ghrúpa daoine a tógadh ag Ceannoifigí Shinn Féin, 6 Sráid Fhearchair, Baile 
Átha Cliath, Deireadh Fómhair 1918. BMH CD 95/1/4, An Chartlann Mhíleata

Group taken at Sinn Féin Headquarters, 6 Harcourt Street, Dublin, October 1918.  
BMH CD 95/1/4, Military Archives

Grianghraf de 27 teachta sa chéad Dáil Éireann a tógadh taobh amuigh de Theach an Ard-
Mhéara, Eanáir 1919.  (Tá gluais maidir leis na daoine atá sa phictiúr sa treoir a ghabhann leis 
an bpictiúr) CP/A0862, An Chartlann Mhíleata 

Group photograph of 27 members of 1st Dáil Éireann taken outside the Mansion House, 
January 1919. (Key to people in accompanying guide to caption) CP/A0862, Military Archives

Suaitheantas choinscríofa. BMH CD 227/35/4, An Chartlann Mhíleata

Anti-Conscription badge. BMH CD 227/35/4, Military Archives
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An Gealladh Náisiúnta
Tháinig Óglaigh na hÉireann, eagraíochtaí Náisiúnta, páirtithe polaitíochta 
agus brainsí den rialtas áitiúil le chéile i rith na bliana 1918 gur sheas ceart 
na hÉireann cur in aghaidh an choinscríofa. Cuireadh feachtas agus ciste 
ar bun ag cur in aghaidh an choinscríofa.  Tháinig ionadaithe ó gach gné 
de shaol an chultúir agus na polaitíochta in Éirinn le chéile chun a raibh 
beartaithe a phlé go foirmiúil ag Comhdháil a tionóladh i dTeach an Ard-
Mhéara, Baile Átha Cliath, an 18 Aibreán.  Bhí an ghluaiseacht in aghaidh 
an choinscríofa tréan taobh amuigh d’Éirinn freisin, eagraíodh cruinnithe 
i gcathracha móra sna Stáit Aontaithe agus tháinig airgead don chiste as 
áiteanna ar fud an domhain.  

The National Pledge
Irish Volunteers, National organisations, political parties and branches 
of local government unified throughout 1918 to defend Ireland’s right to 
resist conscription.  An anti-conscription campaign and fund was launched. 
Representatives from all aspects of Irish political and cultural life met to 
discuss the proposals formally in a Convention held in the Mansion House, 
Dublin 18th April. The anti-conscription movement was prominent beyond 
Ireland, with anti-conscription meetings held in large cities in the United 
States, and worldwide contributions being made to the fund. 

Notes from Headquarters 
Bhí an Ceanncheathrú Ginearálta i mbun cumarsáide, trí chiorcláin agus An 
tÓglach (arna atheisiúint ó mhí Lúnasa 1918 amach), leis na hOifigigh agus 
leis na hÓglaigh uile.

Notes from Headquarters 
General Headquarters, through the medium of circulars and An tÓglach 
(reissued from August 1918), communicated with Officers and all ranks 
generally. Regular contributions in An tÓglach, featured the Director 
of Organisation, the Director of Engineers and the Director of Training. 
Matters discussed by General Headquarters were also shared with readers.

“Ready and Steady”1

An dul chun cinn a rinneadh maidir le toghchánaíocht sa bhliain 1917, 
leanadh de i rith na bliana 1918, agus ghnóthaigh Sinn Féin níos mó 
suíochán san Olltoghchán an 14 Nollaig 1918.  Tionóladh an chéad chruinniú 
de Dháil Éireann an 21 Eanáir 1919 mar gheall ar thoradh an toghcháin sin.  
Tháinig deireadh dá réir sin le húdarás  Ardchomhairle  na nÓglach, mar 
eagraíocht mhíleata ar leithligh, i mbun ghnóthaí Óglaigh na hÉireann agus 
ón dáta sin amach aistríodh an chumhacht ina leith sin go dtí an Roinn 
Cosanta faoi Risteárd Ó Maolchatha, an chéad Aire Cosanta.  

“Ready and Steady”1 
Election success in 1917 was continued throughout 1918, with further gains 
for Sinn Féin in the General Election 14th December 1918.  The inaugural 
meeting of Dáil Éireann was held 21st January 1919, in recognition of the 
election result.  The Irish Volunteer Executive, as an autonomous Military 
entity, ceased to be the authority directing Irish Volunteer affairs from that 
date, with power being transferred to the Defence Ministry, under Richard 
Mulcahy as the first Minister for Defence.

1	 An tÓglach, Iml. 1, Uimh. 3. 30 Meán Fómhair 1918

	 An tÓglach, Vol. 1, No. 3. 30th September 1918  

Cúrsaí Cosanta agus Údaráis  
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