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Presentation of Report to Minister 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. John Paul Phelan, T.D. 
Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local    
Government 
Custom House 
Dublin 1 
D01 W6XO 
 
 

Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee No. 2 Report 2018 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
You appointed us on 13th December 2017 as members of the Local Electoral Area Boundary 
Committee No. 2 to review and make recommendations on the division of the local authority 
areas of Dublin City, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin. This involved 
reviewing the division, into local electoral areas, of these local authority areas, which are 
currently divided into 26 local electoral areas and represented by 183 Councillors.   You 
subsequently appointed us, on 21 March 2018 to review and make recommendations on the 
division of local authority areas in Cork City and, on 3 May 2018, Galway City.  These two 
Cities are currently divided into 9 local electoral areas and represented by 49 Councillors. 
 
The Committee observed its statutory requirements in preparing its report and 
recommendations in accordance with the terms of reference and within the time period which 
you prescribed for this task. 
 
On behalf of the Committee, I am pleased to submit to you a completed report of our 
recommendations in this matter. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tom OôMahony 
Chairperson 
Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee No. 2 
 
13 June 2018 
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Glossary of terms 

 

The Committee 

The Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee No. 2, established by  Mr. John Paul Phelan 
T.D. Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government with 
special responsibility for Local Government and Electoral Reform.  

 

Electoral divisions 

These are the smallest administrative areas for which population statistics are published. 
There are 3,441 electoral divisions in the State. Electoral divisions are referred to by their 
established statutory names. In some cases, these names differ from addresses and place 
names currently used.  

 

Local electoral areas or electoral areas 

Under local government legislation, the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government is responsible for dividing each city, county, and city and county (Limerick and 
Waterford) into local electoral areas (also referred to as electoral areas) for the purposes of 
local elections. Generally, a number of electoral divisions are grouped to form a local 
electoral area. 
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1. Legislation, Programme for Government Context and Terms of 

Reference 

 

Legislation - Legal provisions on local electoral areas:  

Section 23 of the Local Government Act 2001 empowers the Minister for Housing, Planning 
and Local Government to divide a local authority area into local electoral areas and to amend 
those areas.  

However, in advance of deciding to make an order under section 23 of the Act, the Minister 
must, in accordance with section 32(2) of the Local Government Act 1991, request a 
boundary committee to make a report having regard to such matters as may be specified by 
the Minister.  

The Minister must publish the report of the boundary committee and must have regard to the 
report of that committee when deciding to make an order on local electoral area boundaries.   

Boundary committees are independent in the performance of their functions and stand 
dissolved on the expiration of such period of time as may be specified by the Minister at the 
time of a committeeôs establishment. 

Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee No 1 and No 2 were established with reference to 

sections 28, 32 and 33 of the Local Government Act 1991. 

 

Section 28 provides that -  

¶ the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government may establish a boundary 

committee; 

¶ a boundary committee is independent in the performance of its functions. 

 

Section 32 provides that the Minister may request a boundary committee to prepare a report ï  

¶ with respect to the boundary of any district or division based on a local government boundary 

and used for any public administration purpose related to local government; 

¶ with respect to any matter specified by the Minister relating to local government. 

 

Section 33 provides that -  

¶ a boundary committee shall review the boundaries requested by the Minister, and make such 

recommendations as it considers necessary, and report to the Minister; 

¶ a boundary committee shall have regard to such considerations as the Minister specifies; 

¶   in preparing a report, a boundary committee shall consult any local authority concerned and 

shall have regard to any such consultation and submissions made; 

¶ where the report relates to a boundary of a county or a county borough (city) a committee 

shall publish a notice inviting submissions from any person concerned; 

¶ the Committee shall have regard to any such consultations and submissions  made. 
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Programme for Government Context  

 

The Programme for a Partnership Government sets out a number of commitments in relation 
to local government reform to ensure that local government funding, structures and 
responsibilities strengthen local democracy into the future.  

In particular, the Programme includes a commitment to consider reducing the territorial size 
of local electoral areas.  

Against this background, on 13 December 2017, the Minister of State announced the 
establishment of two independent boundary committees to review local electoral areas and 
to report with recommendations within six months.  Both the membership of each committee 
and their accompanying terms of reference were published as part of the Minister's 
announcement. 

Committee No. 1 was requested to report and make recommendations on every county, 
other than Cork, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal, Galway and South Dublin, as well as on 
Limerick City and County and Waterford City and County.  For these Councils, the number 
of councillors should be not less than 5 and not more than 7 for each local electoral area, 
provided that in particular compelling circumstances, 3 or 4 seat local electoral areas may 
be recommended. 

Committee No. 2 was tasked with reporting and making recommendations on Dublin City, 
and the counties of Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin.  For these Councils 
the number of councillors should be not less than 5 and not more than 7.   

It was, in addition, announced at that time, that terms of reference would also be established 
for the review of local electoral areas in Cork and Galway in due course. 

On 6 June 2018, the Government approved the General Scheme of a Local Government Bill 
2018 which will give effect to the alteration of the boundary between Cork City and County 
Councils, extending the administrative area of the city council. It is understood that drafting 
of the Bill is proceeding with a view to early publication and enactment.  The Bill also 
contains provision for the appointment of a single chief executive with dual responsibility for 
Galway City and County Councils. This will enable administrative integration of the two 
authorities in preparation for full unification which the Government has decided in principle to 
implement by 2021, as recommended by an Expert Advisory Group in April 2018. Elections 
to both councils, as independent authorities, will take place in 2019 on the basis of electoral 
areas to be determined in light of this report. 

The review of local electoral areas in Cork was announced on 21 March 2018 with 
Committee No. 1 being requested to expand its original remit and to undertake the review of 
local electoral areas in Cork County and Committee No. 2 being assigned a similar task in 
respect of Cork City. In addition, Committee No. 1 was also asked on 3 May 2018 to carry 
out a review in relation to Galway County and Committee No. 2 again being assigned a 
similar task in respect of Galway City on the basis that the terms of reference would be 
similar to those for the other local authorities they were already tasked with reviewing.  
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Terms of Reference  

The Minister of State, Mr. John Paul Phelan, T.D., appointed the Committee on 13 

December 2017 to review and make recommendations on the division of Dublin City and the 

counties of Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin into local electoral areas, 

and to make recommendations on the number of members of each council to be assigned to 

each local electoral area.  

Committee No. 2 - Terms of Reference: 

1. To review and to make recommendations on the division of Dublin City and the counties of 

Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin into local electoral areas and the 

number of members of each city or county council to be assigned to each such electoral 

area. 

2. For the purpose of the review, the Committee should have regard to the population as 

ascertained at Census 2016, should assume no change in the total membership of each 

local authority specified in the Local Government Act 2001 as amended by the Local 

Government Reform Act 2014 and should endeavour, as far as practicable and subject to 

the other requirements of these terms of reference, to achieve variance from individual 

average local authority representation within the range of plus or minus 10%.   

3. The number of councillors assigned to a local electoral area shall be not less than 5 and not 

more than 7.  

4. Local electoral areas should be designed, as far as possible, around urban villages or have 

a neighbourhood focal point (or points), taking due account of local and community identities 

and linkages and the need to facilitate the effectiveness of the governance and 

representational roles of elected members, including, in particular, the need to avoid 

designating local electoral areas which are territorially very large or extend over very long 

distances or over multiple  urban villages, or which divide individual urban villages or natural 

communities.  

5. The Committee should take account of the desirability, where it may be possible to do so, of 

aligning local electoral area boundaries with Dáil constituency boundaries.  

6. The Committee shall have regard to Government policy in relation to local government, 

including any further reports, statements or decisions in that regard during the course of the 

review, and to any further guidance or requirements issued by the Minister. 

7. The Committee may also be asked to make recommendations on the division of Cork and 

Galway into local electoral areas. The Terms of Reference for that purpose will be set out in 

due course.  

The Terms of Reference for the reviews of Cork City and of Galway City are to be found at 

Appendix IV. 
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Committee Reports:  

Committee No. 1 and Committee No. 2 are required to report as soon as possible and, in 
any event, not later than six months after their establishment (i.e. 13 June 2018), to allow for 
implementation of each reportôs recommendations sufficiently well in advance of the 2019 
local and European elections.  

Following consideration of each committee's report, the necessary statutory instruments 
revising local electoral areas will be made in accordance with sections 4 and 23 of the Local 
Government Act 2001. 

By way of additional background, the last such Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee 
was established in November 2012 and reported on 29 May 2013, twelve months in 
advance of the 2014 local elections.  The recommendations in the report of the Committee 
were accepted in full by the then Minister and the statutory instruments giving effect to them 
were made in January 2014. 
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2. Summary Tables of Recommendations 

 

Total number of elected members  

The total number of elected members and the number of members within each city and 
county was not changed from the current configurations, as outlined in the Committeeôs 
terms of reference. 

 

Number of members representing each local electoral area 

The following table shows the overall number of local electoral areas by size (i.e. 5 to 7 
members) recommended by the Committee. 

Table 1: Recommended local electoral areas by size 

 5 members 6 members 7 members Total 

Local Electoral Areas 13 15 11 39 

Total members 65 90 77 232 

 

The number of members to be assigned to individual local authorities and the number and 

size of the local electoral areas for each council is set out in Table 2 below. 

Table 2: Recommended Local Electoral Areas by local authority  

Local Authority 
Number of  

members 
5 6 7 

Total Local 

Electoral 

Areas 

Cork City 31 - 4 1 5 

Dublin City 63 5 4 2 11 

Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 40 - 2 4 6 

Fingal 40 4 1 2 7 

Galway City 18 - 3 - 3 

South Dublin 40 4 1 2 7 

Total 232 13 15 11 39 
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3. Appointment of Committee and Working Methods 

 

Appointment and Membership 

 

The order establishing the Committee was signed by the Minister of State at the Department 

of Housing, Planning and Local Government, Mr John Paul Phelan, T.D. on 13 December 

2017.  Minister Phelan subsequently appointed the Committee, on 21 March 2018 to review 

Cork City and on 3 May to review Galway City. The following persons were appointed as 

members: 

 

¶ Tom O'Mahony, former Secretary General at the Department of Transport, Tourism 

and Sport (Chairperson) 

¶ Peter Caulfield, former Director of Services, Fingal County Council; 

¶ Professor Tom Collins, Chair of the Governing Body, Dublin Institute of Technology: 

¶ Anne O'Keeffe, former Director, the Office for Local Authority Management; 

Consultation Arrangements 

 

The Committee undertook three public consultations from 17 January 2018, inviting 

submissions to inform its work. This included an initial call for submissions and, 

subsequently, a second and third call for submissions in relation to the Cork and Galway 

reviews. 

A deadline date of 19 February 2018 was set for the receipt of submissions in relation to the 

first consultation undertaken. Subsequent deadline dates of 9 May and 31 May were set for 

submissions in respect of Cork and Galway respectively.  

Having regard to the timeframe for the review, the Committee decided that it would only 

accept written submissions, in electronic form or hard copy. 

Advertisements 

Public notice advertisements inviting submissions were initially published in the national 

newspapers and sixty one local papers. A notice inviting submissions in Irish was also placed 

in the Irish language newspaper Seachtain. Further advertisements appeared in the national 

newspapers and relevant local papers on 11 April and 8 May 2018 in respect of the Cork and 

Galway reviews. Copies of the notices are at Appendix II. 

 

Letters 

At the Committeeôs request the secretariat wrote directly on 17 January 2018 initially and on 

10 April in relation to Cork and on 8 May regarding Galway specifically, inviting submissions 

from the following: 

 

¶ The Cathaoirligh of the 31 local authorities, for attention of all Members; 

¶ The 31 local authority Chief Executive Officers;  

¶ Members of the Dáil and Seanad;  

¶ Irish Members of the European Parliament, and; 

¶ All registered political parties. 
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The request for submissions was copied to the Local Government Management Agency 

(LGMA), the County and City Management Association (CCMA), the Local Authorities 

Members Association (LAMA) and the Association of Irish Local Government (AILG). 

 

Boundary Committees Website 

The website www.boundarycommittee.ie was established to publicise and inform in relation 

to the work of the Committee. Updates were provided regarding the appointment of the 

Committee to review Cork and Galway. All requests for submissions, by way of public 

advertisement or letter, were published on the website. Submissions received by the relevant 

deadline dates were published on the website. Reminders in relation to the deadlines for 

receipt of submissions were also posted online.  

 

Submissions  

A total of 445 submissions were made by 424 contributors to both Committee No. 1 and 

Committee No. 2 in respect of the review of all local authorities up to the final deadline of 31 

May 2018. Of these, 135 of these submissions refer specifically to the review undertaken by 

Committee No. 2. They included submissions specific to particular local authorities and also 

general submissions and observations on more than one local authority and regarding the 

review in general.  

 

Submissions were received from a range of individuals, public representatives, local 

authorities, political parties and community and business organisations. The submissions 

received provided a clear overview of the issues and challenges faced by various 

communities and the value of well-balanced representation.  

 

The Committee would like to acknowledge and thank all those who made submissions.  All 

submissions received were examined carefully and information and issues raised provided 

an invaluable input to the deliberations of the Committee. 

 

Table 3 below provides a breakdown of the submissions to Committee No. 2 based on their 

source. 

 

Table 3: Breakdown of Submissions made to Committee No. 2 by Source 

 

Source of Submission Number 

Political Parties and Branches 18 

Public Representatives 39 

Local Authorities 3 

Organisations 11 

Individuals 64 

Total 135 

 

A full list of the submissions received is at Appendix III. 

http://www.boundarycommittee.ie/
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Work of the Committee 

In accordance with Part V of the Local Government Act 1991, the Minister provided the 

Committee with staff to assist in its work.  

The Secretariat to the Committee were Emer Connolly, Principal, Tom Gallagher, Assistant 

Principal, Ian Stuart-Mills, Administrative Officer and David Harbourne, Executive Officer. 

The Committee wishes to record its appreciation of the very high standard of the 

Secretariat's work, which was at all times thorough and meticulous. 

The Committee adopted rules of procedure to assist it in its business. These are set out at 

Appendix I. 

The Committee held 7 meetings between January 2018 and June 2018. All matters arising at 

meetings of the Committee were agreed by consensus, and without the need to use the 

voting arrangements provided for in the rules of procedure.  
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4.  Application of the Terms of Reference  

General issues 

The local electoral areas recommended in this report are formed on the basis of the 

population as ascertained at Census 2016.  Overall, the population of the State rose by 3.8% 

between census 2011 and census 2016. The counties and cities reviewed by the Committee 

represent the local authority areas with some of the highest rates of population growth in the 

State over that period. Under the terms of reference only the population changes and 

movements within each county or city area were relevant to the recommendations of the 

Committee. 

The terms of reference of the Committee are similar in some respects to those used in 

previous reviews; however they also contain changed elements. Against this background, the 

Committee was mindful of the impact of possibly significant changes in the configuration of 

local electoral areas following the review. During its meetings as part of the review process, 

the Committee sought to strike an appropriate balance between the different elements of the 

terms of reference having regard to the unique environment, population distribution and 

circumstances of each local authority area resulting in a recommendation for each that is 

uniquely tailored to that specific combination of circumstances. Each recommendation 

required a balance of all relevant factors such as population, extent of urban and rural 

population density, geography and topography, as well as consideration of community 

linkages. The application of these terms of reference collectively made for the formulation of 

local electoral areas with an emphasis on communities; whether based around larger or 

smaller urban areas.  

All recommendations were reviewed for consistency and adherence to the terms of 

reference. 

The following paragraphs outline in general terms how the Committee addressed the various 

elements of the terms of reference. Individual analysis is provided in each county and city 

report in relation to the recommendations of the Committee. 

Population and Representation ratios between local electoral areas  

The Committee was requested to endeavour, as in previous reviews, as far as practicable 

and subject to the other requirements of these terms of reference, to achieve variance from 

individual average local authority representation within the range of plus or minus 10%. The 

Committee have ensured that the acceptable range applies in all of their recommendations. 

The Committee, in arriving at its recommendations, has sought in each case to minimise the 

variance from the local authority average while at the same time taking account of the other 

considerations in the terms of reference. The largest variations from the local authority 

average population per member arising from the recommendations of the Committee would 

occur in the Palmerstown - Fonthill electoral area (+7.5%) of South Dublin County Council 

and in the South East Inner City electoral area (-7.7%) of Dublin City Council. The scope for 

the Committee to minimise variations was informed by the need to take account of other 

considerations, including for example, local and community identities and linkages, as well as 

clearly defined boundaries. 
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Membership per Local Electoral Area 

Unlike the 2013 review, the terms of reference for this review do not allow for 8, 9 or 10 seat 

local electoral areas and the maximum number of members allowable per electoral area is 7, 

with the minimum being 5. There are local electoral areas with over 7 seats in five of the six 

local authorities reviewed by the Committee and these required the recommendation of 

changes to comply with the terms of reference.  

Alignment of local electoral area boundaries with Dáil constituency boundaries 

The terms of reference for the review of the four Dublin local authorities asked that the 

Committee take account of the desirability, where it may be possible to do so, of aligning 

local electoral area boundaries with Dáil constituency boundaries. The Committee gave this 

issue due consideration in each of the four local authority areas and found that it was 

possible to improve the alignment of local electoral area boundaries with Dáil constituency 

boundaries in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown and in South Dublin. However, it was not possible to 

completely align local electoral area boundaries with Dáil constituency boundaries in any of 

the four Dublin local authority areas. 

Local and community identities 

The terms of reference provided that as well as the focus on urban villages and 

neighbourhood focal point (or points); the Committee should take due account of local and 

community identities and linkages and the need to facilitate the effectiveness of the 

governance and representational roles of elected members. The terms of reference also 

included the need to avoid designating local electoral areas which are territorially very large 

or extend over very long distances or over multiple urban villages, or which divide individual 

urban villages or natural communities. 

The Committee reviewed six local authorities that were predominantly urban in nature. Some 

areas within these local authorities were also less urbanised and less densely populated 

rural areas. The Committeeôs consideration of issues concerning community identities and 

linkages therefore drew on factors such as particular town and urban village affinities, 

settlement patterns, topography, dominant natural physical features such as the location of 

major roads, railway lines, and more general accessibility issues between areas. 

Submissions 

The submissions, which in their totality display a strong sense of community awareness, 

were influential and helpful in informing the Committeeôs recommendations.  Many 

emphasised natural associations between particular areas. The naming of particular local 

electoral areas was also a feature of many submissions received. In some instances sporting 

or cultural associations were highlighted. While it was not possible for the Committee to 

adopt each course of action proposed, all such contributions were considered and evaluated.  

The submissions helped to deepen the Committeeôs understanding of issues of interest and 

concern to local communities, public representatives and others who participated in the 

consultation process. 
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5. Examination of Local Authorities and Recommendations 
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Cork City 
 

Overview   

 

The population of the Cork City Council area, prior to the forthcoming boundary change, 

was recorded under the 2016 census as 125,657, an increase of more than 5% on the 2011 

census population of 119,230. The terms of reference directed that for the purposes of the 

Committeeôs review, the boundary of Cork City shall be the boundary as shown on the map 

attached to the terms of reference which is to be given legal effect under forthcoming 

legislation. The post boundary review population of Cork City, as recorded under the 2016 

census, has been ascertained as 210,853. 

 

At present, Cork City Council has 31 members elected from six local electoral areas, as 

follows: 

 

Local Electoral Area Number of members 

Cork City North Central 5 

Cork City North East 4 

Cork City North West 4 

Cork City South Central 5 

Cork City South East 7 

Cork City South West 6 

Total 31 

 

With a population of 210,853, and 31 members, the population per member ratio in Cork City 

is 1:6,802.   The terms of reference ask the Committee to endeavour, as far as practicable 

and subject to the other terms of reference, to achieve a variance from individual average 

local authority representation within the range of plus or minus 10%. For Cork City, this 

represents a range of between 6,122 and 7,482 per member.   

 

Twenty three submissions were received by the Committee in respect of Cork City and 

provided a valuable contribution during the deliberative process. 

 

Recommendations  

 

In making its recommendations the Committee took cognisance of the report of the Expert 

Advisory Group on Local Government Arrangements in Cork, in particular its 

recommendation that the structure of the City Council should be ñbased on five areas 

(including the city centre)ò.  Informed by the report and submissions made, the Committee 

carefully considered how the City Council and, in particular, the city centre area should be 

treated in its recommendations.  
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The Committeeôs conclusion was that recommending a five local electoral area structure with 

each area taking a portion of the city centre was likely to assist in the integration and the 

identity formation of the City Council.  

 

The recommendations of the Committee provide for five local electoral areas, comprised of 

one 7-seat local electoral area and four 6-seat local electoral areas. 

 

The Committeeôs recommendations are summarised as follows: 

 

Local Electoral Area Number of 

members 

Population 

2016 

Population per 

member 

Percentage 

variance 

Cork City North East 6 42,174 7,029 + 3.3 

Cork City North West 6 40,181 6,697 - 1.5 

Cork City South 

Central 

6 38,677 6,446 - 5.2 

Cork City South East 6 42,780 7,130 + 4.8 

Cork City South West 7 47,041 6,720 - 1.2 

Total 31 210,853   

 

 

The following is a detailed description setting out the electoral divisions that comprise each 

recommended local electoral area: 

 

Cork City North East 

Blackpool A, Blackpool B, Mayfield, Montenotte A, Montenotte B, St. Patrickôs A, St. Patrickôs 

B, St. Patrickôs C, The Glen A, The Glen B, Tivoli A, Tivoli B, the eastern portion of the St. 

Maryôs (part) electoral division, and the portions of the following electoral divisions that fall 

within the Cork City boundary: Caherlag; Rathcooney (Part) and Riverstown. 

Cork City North West 

Churchfield, Commons, Fair Hill A, Fair Hill B, Fair Hill C, Farranferris A, Farranferris B, 

Farranferris C, Gurranebraher A, Gurranebraher B, Gurranebraher C, Gurranebraher D, 

Gurranebraher E, Knocknaheeny, Shanakiel, Shandon A, Shandon B, Sundays Well A, 

Sundays Well B, the western portion of the St. Maryôs (part) electoral division, and the 

portions of the following electoral divisions that fall within the Cork City boundary: Blarney; 

Carrigrohanebeg; Matehy and Whitechurch. 
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Cork City South Central 

Ballyphehane A, Ballyphehane B, Centre A, Centre B, City Hall A, Evergreen, Gillabbey A, 

Gillabbey B, Gillabbey C, Greenmount, the parts of the Lehenagh electoral division to the 

east of the N27, Mardyke, Pouladuff A, Pouladuff B, South Gate A, South Gate B, The 

Lough, Togher B, Tramore A, Tramore B and Tramore C, Turners Cross A, Turners Cross B, 

Turners Cross C, Turners Cross D, and the parts of the Douglas electoral division that fall 

within the Cork City boundary to the west of a line drawn south from the  most easterly point 

of the Lehenagh electoral division. 

 

Cork City South East 

Ballinlough A, Ballinlough B, Ballinlough C, Browningstown, City Hall B, Knockrea A, 

Knockrea B, Mahon A, Mahon B, Mahon C, the parts of the electoral division of Douglas that 

fall within the Cork City boundary but are not included in the Cork City South Central 

electoral area, and the parts of the electoral division of Monkstown Rural that fall within the 

Cork City boundary. 

 

Cork City South West 

Bishopstown A, Bishopstown B, Bishopstown C, Bishopstown D, Bishopstown E, 

Bishopstown (part), Glasheen A, Glasheen B, Glasheen C, the portion of the Lehenagh 

electoral division not included in Cork City South Central electoral area, Togher A, and the 

portions of the following electoral divisions that fall within the Cork City boundary: Ballincollig, 

Ballygarvan, Inishkenny, and Ovens. 
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Dublin City 

 

Overview   

 

The population of Dublin City based on the 2016 census is 554,554, an increase of 5% on 

the 2011 census population of 527,612.  Dublin City Council has 63 members elected from 

nine local electoral areas. The present position is as follows: 

 

Local Electoral Area Number of members 

Ballyfermot ï Drimnagh 6 

Ballymun 7 

Beaumont ï Donaghmede  9 

Cabra ï Finglas 7 

Clontarf 6 

Crumlin ï Kimmage 6 

North Inner City 8 

Pembroke ï South Dock  8 

Rathgar ï Rathmines 6 

Total 63 

 

With a population of 554,554, and 63 members, the population per member ratio in Dublin 

City is 1:8,802.  The terms of reference ask the Committee to endeavour, as far as 

practicable and subject to the other terms of reference, to achieve a variance from individual 

average local authority representation within the range of plus or minus 10%. For Dublin City, 

this represents a range between 7,922 and 9,683 per member.   

 

Fifty Submissions were received by the Committee in respect of Dublin City and provided a 

valuable contribution during the deliberative process. 

 

Recommendations  

 

The Committeeôs terms of reference require that the number of members in each LEA shall 

be not less than 5 and not more than 7. The present position, which includes two 8-seat local 

electoral area and one 9-seat local electoral area, cannot be maintained.  

 

The Committee recommends increasing the number of local electoral areas by two, with the 

addition of one local electoral area on each side of the Liffey. The Committee found that with 

six Dáil constituencies within or partially within the Dublin City Council area, it was not 

possible to better align local electoral area boundaries with Dáil constituency boundaries. 

 

The recommendations of the Committee provide for eleven local electoral areas: two 7-seat 

LEAs; four 6-seat LEAs and five 5-seat local electoral areas. 



Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee No. 2 Report 2018 
 

20 
 

 

The Committeeôs recommendations are summarised as follows: 

 

Local Electoral Area Number of 

members 

Population 

2016 

Population per 

member 

Percentage 

variance 

Artane ï Whitehall 6 51,156 8,526 - 3.1 

Ballyfermot ï Drimnagh 5 46,068 9,214 + 4.7 

Ballymun ï Finglas 6 55,010 9,168 + 4.2 

Cabra ï Glasnevin 7 58,652 8,379 - 4.8 

Clontarf 6 54,182 9,030 + 2.6 

Donaghmede 5 41,593 8,319 - 5.5 

Kimmage ï Rathmines 6 55,861 9,310 + 5.8 

Pembroke 5 45,473 9,095 + 3.3 

North Inner City 7 63,612 9,087 + 3.2 

South West Inner City 5 42,344 8,469 - 3.8 

South East Inner City 5 40,603 8,121 - 7.7 

Total 63 554,554   

 

The following is a detailed description setting out the electoral divisions that comprise each 

recommended local electoral area: 

Artane ï Whitehall  

Beaumont A, Beaumont B, Beaumont C, Harmonstown A, Kilmore A, Kilmore B, Kilmore C, 

Kilmore D, Priorswood A, Priorswood B, Priorswood C, Priorswood D, Priorswood E, 

Whitehall A, Whitehall B, Whitehall C and Whitehall D. 

 

Ballyfermot ï Drimnagh 

Carna, Chapelizod, Cherry Orchard A, Cherry Orchard C, Crumlin A, Crumlin E, Crumlin F, 

Decies, Drumfinn, Inchicore A, Inchicore B, Kilmainham A, Kylemore, Walkinstown A, 

Walkinstown B and Walkinstown C. 

 

Ballymun ï Finglas  

Ballygall A, Ballygall B, Ballygall C, Ballygall D, Ballymun A, Ballymun B, Ballymun C, 

Ballymun D, Ballymun E, Ballymun F, Finglas North A, Finglas North B, Finglas North C, 

Finglas South A, Finglas South B, Finglas South C and Finglas South D. 
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Cabra ï Glasnevin  

Arran Quay A, Ashtown A, Ashtown B, Botanic A, Botanic B, Botanic C, Cabra East A, Cabra 

East B, Cabra East C, Cabra West A, Cabra West B, Cabra West C, Cabra West D, 

Drumcondra South C, Inns Quay A, Inns Quay B, and that part of the electoral division of 

Phoenix Park not contained in the local electoral area of South West Inner City. 

 

Clontarf  

Beaumont D, Beaumont E, Beaumont F, Clontarf East A, Clontarf East B, Clontarf East C, 

Clontarf East D, Clontarf East E, Clontarf West A, Clontarf West B, Clontarf West C, Clontarf 

West D, Clontarf West E, Drumcondra South A, Grace Park and Harmonstown B. 

 

Donaghmede  

Ayrfield, Edenmore, Grange A, Grange B, Grange C, Grange D, Grange E, Raheny-Foxfield, 

Raheny-Greendale and Raheny-St. Assam. 

 

Kimmage ï Rathmines 

Crumlin B, Crumlin C, Crumlin D, Kimmage A, Kimmage B, Kimmage C, Kimmage D, 

Kimmage E, Rathfarnham, Rathmines West A, Rathmines West C, Rathmines West D, 

Rathmines West E, Rathmines West F, Terenure A, Terenure B, Terenure C and Terenure 

D.  

 

North Inner City  

Arran Quay B, Arran Quay C, Arran Quay D, Arran Quay E, Ballybough A, Ballybough B, 

Drumcondra South B, Inns Quay C, Mountjoy A, Mountjoy B, North City, North Dock A, North 

Dock B, North Dock C, Rotunda A and Rotunda B. 

 

Pembroke  

Pembroke East B, Pembroke East C, Pembroke East D, Pembroke East E, Pembroke West 

B, Pembroke West C, Rathmines East A, Rathmines East B, Rathmines East C, Rathmines 

East D and Rathmines West B.  

 

South East Inner City 

Mansion House A, Mansion House B, Pembroke East A, Pembroke West A, Royal Exchange 

A, Royal Exchange B, St. Kevinôs, South Dock, Wood Quay A and Wood Quay B. 

 

South West Inner City 

Kilmainham B, Kilmainham C, Merchants Quay A, Merchants Quay B, Merchants Quay C, 

Merchants Quay D, Merchants Quay E, Merchants Quay F, Ushers A, Ushers B, Ushers C, 

Ushers D, Ushers E, Ushers F, and that part of the electoral division of Phoenix Park situated 

between the northern boundaries of the electoral divisions of Kilmainham B and Ushers A 

and the southern boundary of the Phoenix Park.  
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