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Article abstract
In the absence of reliable data on the evolution of morbidity, three general
theories have been proposed concerning changes over time in the health status
of populations, concurrent with the fall of mortality: the pandemic of mental
disorders, chronic diseases and disabilities; the compression of morbidity; and
the theories of "equilibrium". These theories have all been described in terms
of the relative evolution of life expectancy (LE) and of disability-free life
expectancy (DFLE). Several series of disability-free life expectancies have
already been calculated. Most of these were for the United States, and were
based on the National Health Interview Survey disability data. What lessons
are to be drawn from these studies, covering a thirty-year period, concerning
the changes over time in health conditions?
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