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1 JOHN G. SHEDD AQUARIUM
1200 S. Lake Shore Drive, Chicago 60605
(312) 939-2438; www.sheddaquarium.org

Ted A. Beattie
President, CEO

2,012,417
-3.1%

$40.5
7.6%

NA NA NA Aquarium providing conservation
information through exhibits, 
public programs and classes

2 MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY
57th Street and Lake Shore Drive, Chicago 60637
(773) 684-1414; www.msichicago.org

David R. Mosena
President, CEO

1,675,109
21.8%

$42.3
18.3%

$282.2 22.0% 484 Museum featuring interactive 
programs and exhibits

3 ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO
111 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 60603
(312) 443-3600; www.artic.edu

James B. Cuno, president 
and Eloise W. Martin director

1,331,000
-7.6%

$156.8
5.3%

$1,282.8 13.7% 1,039 Fine arts museum

5 CHICAGO CULTURAL CENTER
78 E. Washington St., Chicago 60602
(312) 744-6630; www.chicagoculturalcenter.org

Lois Weisberg
Commissioner, Chicago 
Department of Cultural Affairs

821,000
-2.1%

NA
NA

NA NA 179 Free, municipally run arts 
center featuring exhibitions, 
performances and cultural events

6 CHICAGO CHILDREN'S MUSEUM
700 E. Grand Ave., Suite 127, Chicago 60611
(312) 527-1000; www.chicagochildrensmuseum.org

Jennifer Farrington
President, CEO

772,455
0.8%

$6.3
-15.5%

$50.1 12.8% 149 Museum featuring exhibits and
programming spaces for children
and adults

7 CHICAGO BOTANIC GARDEN
1000 Lake Cook Road,  Glencoe 60022
(847) 835-5440; www.chicagobotanic.org

Sophia Siskel
President, CEO

760,000
NC

$27.0
3.8%

$168.0 12.0% 442 Features 23 display gardens, three 
native habitats and community educa-
tion programs; promotes conservation

8 MORTON ARBORETUM
4100 State Route 53, Lisle 60532
(630) 968-0074; www.mortonarb.org

Gerard T. Donnelly
President, CEO

735,000
-0.1%

$23.6
16.1%

$363.1 5.2% 137 1,700-acre arboretum with 
woodlands, wetlands and a prairie;
provides adult and youth classes

9 CHICAGO ARCHITECTURE FOUNDATION
224 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 60604
(312) 922-3432; www.architecture.org

Lynn Osmond
President, CEO

463,000
17.6%

$10.8
35.0%

$2.2 10.3% 38 Promotes awareness of architec-
ture through tours, exhibits, 
lectures and classes

10 ADLER PLANETARIUM AND ASTRONOMY 
MUSEUM; 1300 S. Lake Shore Drive, Chicago 60605
(312) 322-STAR; www.adlerplanetarium.org

Paul H. Knappenberger Jr.
President

401,000
0.1%

$15.0
25.0%

$32.0 12.0% 97 Astronomy museum

12 DUPAGE CHILDREN'S MUSEUM
301 N. Washington St., Naperville 60540
(630) 637-8000; www.dupagechildrensmuseum.org

Susan E. Broad
Executive director

322,593
8.7%

$3.8
12.5%

$0.0 9.0% 31 Hands-on exhibits for children
about math, science and the arts

13 MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART
220 E. Chicago Ave., Chicago 60611
(312) 280-2660; www.mcachicago.org

Madeleine  Grynsztejn
Pritzker director

284,100
3.4%

$17.0
6.3%

$136.0 16% 95 Collection of contemporary 
painting, sculpture, photography,
video and film

14 PEGGY NOTEBAERT NATURE MUSEUM
2430 N. Cannon Drive, Chicago 60614
(773) 755-5100; www.naturemuseum.org

Laurene von Klan
President, CEO

208,807
5.5%

$7.8
20.1%

$25.9 16.5% 57 Fosters environmental learning
through exhibits, educational 
programs

15 CHICAGO HISTORY MUSEUM
1601 N. Clark St., Chicago 60614
(312) 642-4600; www.chicagohistory.org

Gary T. Johnson
President

201,952
NA

$8.3
-8.3%

$134.9 24.0% 106 Collects, interprets and presents his-
tory of Chicago and Illinois through
exhibits, tours and programs

11 KOHL CHILDREN'S MUSEUM INC.
2100 Patriot Blvd., Glenview 60026
(847) 832-6600; www.kohlchildrensmuseum.org

Sheridan Turner
President, CEO

338,804
-4.8%

$5.1
26.3%

$27.5 21.0% 49 Interactive exhibits for children up
to age 8

Research by 
Matthew

Carmichael

4 FIELD MUSEUM
1400 S. Lake Shore Drive, Chicago 60605
(312) 922-9410; www.fieldmuseum.org

1,327,810
-37.9%

$64.5
-2.1%

$639.6 17.0% 555 Museum and research institution
focusing on anthropology, botany,
geology, zoology

CRAIN’S LIST LARGEST TOURIST ATTRACTIONS (CULTURAL)

Organization
Address/phone/Web address Top executive
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attendance;

% change
Local assets 

(millions)

Full-time
Chicago-

area 
employees Description

2007 local
operating

budget
(millions);
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% of budget 
allocated for 
administra-

tive costs

* Listing of tax-exempt cultural organizations registered under section 501(c)(3) of the U.S. tax code. Unless otherwise noted, figures are for year ended 12/31/07. NA: Not available.
NC: No change. PHOTO CREDITS: John G. Shedd Aquarium (© Shedd Aquarium, photo by Brenna Hernandez), Museum of Science and Industry (Scott Brownell), Art Insti-
tute of Chicago (Georges Seurat, “A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte”—1884-86), Field Museum (NOAA photo library), Chicago Cultural Center (Hedrich
Blessing Photographers), Chicago Botanic Garden (Chicago Botanic Garden photo by Robin Carlson), Chicago Architecture Foundation (Anne Evans), Adler Planetarium (©
American Museum of Natural History), Museum of Contemporary Art (Jeff Koons, Balloon Dog (Orange), 1994-2000. Private collection. © Jeff Koons). Other photos courtesy of
Chicago Children’s Museum, Morton Arboretum, Kohl Children’s Museum, DuPage Children’s Museum, Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum and Chicago History Museum.

Ranked by 2007 attendance*

John W. McCarter Jr.
President, CEO

1 NAVY PIER
600 E. Grand Ave., Chicago 60611
(312) 595-5100, www.navypier.com

Person in charge: Marilynn Gardner, general manager
2007 attendance/% change from 2006: 8,420,000/-4.0%
2007 revenue/% change from 2006: $42.2 million/4.1%
Full-time employees: 126

CRAIN’S LIST LARGEST TOURIST ATTRACTIONS (SIGHTSEEING)
Ranked by 2007 attendance

2 MILLENNIUM PARK 
201 E. Randolph St., Chicago 60602
(312) 742-1168, www.millenniumpark.org

Person in charge: Lois Weisberg, commissioner, Chicago
Department of Cultural Affairs
2007 attendance/% change from 2006: 3,500,000/16.7%
2007 revenue/% change from 2006: NA/NA
Full-time employees: NA

3 CHICAGO TROLLEY & DOUBLE DECKER CO.
615 W. 41st St., Chicago 60609
(773) 648-5000, www.chicagotrolley.com

Person in charge: Rob Pierson, president
2007 attendance/% change from 2006: 3,096,000/3.1%
2007 revenue/% change from 2006: NA/NA
Full-time employees: 192

4 LINCOLN PARK ZOO
2200 N. Cannon Drive, Chicago 60614
(312) 742-2000, www.lpzoo.org

Person in charge: Kevin J. Bell, president, CEO
2007 attendance/% change from 2006: 3,000,000/NC
2007 revenue/% change from 2006: $21.0 million/9.5%
Full-time employees: NA

PHOTO CREDITS: Millennium Park (Brook Collins/Chicago Park District), Chicago Trolley & Double Decker Co. (Marian Kraus Photography), Brookfield Zoo (Jim Schulz, staff photographer © Chicago Zoological Society 2008), Sears Tower (Newscom).  Other photos                    



               courtesy of Navy Pier, Lincoln Park Zoo, Six Flags and John Hancock Center.                                                                                                                          Research by Matthew Carmichael
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CRAIN’S LIST LARGEST CONVENTIONS

Convention
Sponsor/organizer

2007 
attendance

No. of 
days

Peak 
rooms

Room
nights

Net square
footage

Estimated
delegate
spending
(millions)

1 NATIONAL RESTAURANT ASSN. 
(Restaurant, Hotel-Motel Show)

74,000 4 15,829 68,149 575,000 $113.50

2 RADIOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF NORTH 
AMERICA (Scientific Assembly and Annual Meeting)

62,000 6 22,181 129,794 520,000 $128.10

3 INTERNATIONAL HOUSEWARES ASSN.
(International Home and Housewares Show)

60,000 3 13,214 61,023 850,000 $77.20

4 MERCHANDISE MART PROPERTIES INC.
(NEOCON)

58,000 3 10,000 40,253 180,000 $74.60

5 GRAPHIC ARTS SHOW CO. 
(Graph Expo)

40,000 4 7,179 29,657 400,000 $61.40

6 FOOD MARKETING INSTITUTE 
(Supermarket Convention and Educational Expo)

35,000 3 7,750 26,000 390,000 $72.30

6 SOCIETY OF MANUFACTURING ENGINEERS
(FABTECH International and AWS Welding Show)

35,000 4 4,719 18,362 305,000 $53.70

8 CHICAGO DENTAL SOCIETY 
(Midwinter Meeting)

33,762 4 5,010 17,147 163,000 $51.80

9 WORLDWIDE FOOD EXPO
(Worldwide Food Expo)

33,500 4 11,525 55,972 490,000 $51.40

10 AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CLINICAL 
ONCOLOGY (ASCOAnnual Meeting)

33,000 5 20,000 107,700 350,000 $50.60

Convention
Sponsor/organizer

2007 
attendance

No. of 
days

Peak 
rooms

Room
nights

Net square
footage

Estimated
delegate
spending
(millions)

Ranked by 2007 attendance

5 SIX FLAGS GREAT AMERICA
542 N. State Route 21, Gurnee 60031
(847) 249-4636, www.sixflags.com

Person in charge: John Curty, general manager
2007 attendance/% change from 2006: 2,446,000/-6.1%
2007 revenue/% change from 2006: NA/NA
Full-time employees: 175

6 BROOKFIELD ZOO (CHICAGO ZOOLOGICAL
SOCIETY); 3300 Golf Road, Brookfield 60513
(708) 688-8000, www.brookfieldzoo.org

Person in charge: Stuart D. Strahl, CEO and president of
Chicago Zoological Society, director of Brookfield Zoo
2007 attendance/% change from 2006: 2,137,545/13.1%
2007 revenue/% change from 2006: $91.6 million/43.1%
Full-time employees: 433

7 SEARS TOWER SKYDECK
103rd floor, Chicago 60606
(312) 875-9696, www.theskydeck.com

Person in charge: Randy Stancik, general manager
2007 attendance/% change from 2006: 1,300,000/NC
2007 revenue/% change from 2006: NA/NA
Full-time employees: 17

8 JOHN HANCOCK OBSERVATORY
875 N. Michigan Ave., 94th floor, Chicago 60611
(312) 751-3680, www.hancockobservatory.com

Person in charge: Daniel Thomas, general manager
2007 attendance/% change from 2006: 650,000/10.8%
2007 revenue/% change from 2006: NA/NA
Full-time employees: 21

NA: Not available. NC: No change.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Source: Chicago Convention and Tourism Bureau


