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Utsumi Chuji and Expansion of Port of Kaohsiung:
Centering on the Relocation of Naval Air Force Base
and Construction of Industrial Zone (1935-1939)

Ting-Kuo Lin
Assistant Professor, Center for General Education, Kaohsiung Medical University

Ab Stract ...............................................................................................................................................................................

Port of Kaohsiung was called Takao Port, and Kaohsiung is a city developed based on the port.
Port of Kaohsiung is not only the largest port in Taiwan, its cargo throughput was to be top 3 in the
world. From the Qing Dynasty to the mid-Japanese colonial period, Kaohsiung was originally located
in the edge of Empire and was the southern border. However, starting from the Showa Era, with the
promotion of “Southern Expansion Doctrine” by the Japanese army, increasing attention was paid
to the strategies of southern expansion. The geological location and natural harbor advantages of
Kaohsiung made it the frontline base for Southern Expansion Doctrine, as well as the focus of imperial
governance. With the development of various infrastructure and rise of industrial construction, the
expansion of the port was inevitable.

Utsumi Chuji (1884-1968) was born in Kyodo and graduated from Department of Laws, Kyoto
Teikoku University in 1911. He came to Taiwan in 1928, and served as the Governor of Kaohsiung
Prefecture from 1935 to 1939. During his governance in Kaohsiung, Utsumi aggressively constructed
Port of Kaohsiung to develop industries and military facilities. In order to expand the port facilities, he
visited the major ports in Japan, such as Tokyo, Yokohama, Nagasaki, and Kobe, as well as consulted
with port officials there, to develop strategies. During the governance of Utsumi Chuji in Kaohsiung,
Taiwan government was devoted to the development of industrial construction and Southern
Expansion Doctrine. Therefore, the investigation on the relationship between Utsumi Chuji and
expansion of Port of Kaohsiung can help understand the development of Port of Kaohsiung in the late
Japanese colonial period, as well as the changes from post-war period to the present, in a retrospective

manner.

Keywords: Utsumi Chuji, Governor of Kaohsiung Prefecture, Port of Kaohsiung, Naval Air Force

Base, Southern Expansion Doctrine
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