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Urban Development framework
Developmental Plans indicate the rapid urbanisation around Bangalore between 1975
and 2019. This massive growth has resulted in the gradual depletion of significant ur-
ban ecology including the takeover of a large no of lake systems for a variety of uses,
prominent amongst which are governmental acquisition such lands for large infra-
structure works - stadiums, transport interchanges, market places, etc. This process
of conversion of lake land into recreational & other developmental uses started in the |
colonial era, when dried up lake lands were taken over for use for games of Polo, by TS L DN
British officers, a practice that finds resurgence in urban middle class perceptions of ?Mw H L ‘"f““g%
lake lands as recreational spaces today. This has been parallelled with a concurrent Ja;wf*i N
process of governmental administrative takeovers of erstwhile revenue / afforested |

land, originally alloted to members of communities historically for the maintenance
and upkeep of lakes and forests in lieu of the service. As the city has grown rapidly
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Bangalore is located at an altitude of 920 msl due to which the natural flowg
ofwater is away from the city and into the valleys surrounding . Each valley

planning district with maximum agriculiural zone

at the ridge top gives birth to small streams which cascade down to form ma- Rural _ _

: : : . . i Upstream - Attur Lake 2 Section of Lake taken over by High Voltage

jor stream systems. [ Bangalore City sits on two river basins, the Cauvery( Historical Background hinterland Electricity Pylons - Governmental, resulting in a dis-
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Lakes and Tanks: Over 200

Hoysalas who built tanks with high bunds to store water. - X
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Depletion of the Puttenahalli Lake Cascade ==l

Satellite images ( google earth ) indicate the ‘ cascade’ Lake Sys-
tem and the radical changes to this connected system resulting in
gradual depletion of individual upstream and downstream sections
of the system. It is generally agreed that the prime reason for the

5 depletion of lakes in bangalore is largely the disenchantment & ero-
B2 sion of a sense of ownerrship of traditional community users. Other
24 reasons include, usage of erstwhile lake land as dumping grounds
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Revitalisation of decentralised defunct STP’s,
as a method of generating treated water for the lake,
by treating sewage from adjoining residential areas

Control management
& distribution of
water to village or

Mechanisms community tank
of jurisdiction
(eg. transfer
of land rights) I . ¢
Locating the ‘lake as
Urban Commons’ within the larger

- local Urban Developmental frame-
work and the UN SDG’s Communiy

Elders

Active participation
in maintenance,
cleaning, desilting

A Strong Regional Lingual & Visual Urban vocabulary -

(in favour of Sustainable Community Participation)

Kere - Lake
Gundathoppu - Afforested Area / Sacred Groves, serve
as points for bird watching / bushwalking

Joint decision
making on
water use

] Patronage
The Urban Design framework - LT
Placemaking & Alternative Mobility proposals for Inclusive access  Possible solution by collaboration?

An Urban Framework that attempts to combine alternate climate sensitive mobility options and the creation of identifiable nodes, placed around the
notion ofthe lake systemas Urban Commons, is currently under exploration. It seeks to identify possible community nodes along the lake / wetlands
system, and tie together a walking/ cycling circuit of appr. 4km. Each of these nodes is accessible within a pedestrian walking distance of 400m with
possible bike routes extending upto a 800mradius from residential & Institutional spaces; currently accesisible only along major transitways. The in-
tentistousethiscircuitnotonly asalternative access across majorresidentialzones butto also site & interconnectaseries of community spaces such
as awetlands edcation centre, etc, promoting reduced vehicular usage and healthy lifestyles amongstlocal residential & institutional communities.

Kund / Kundalini - Stepped Congregational Well

Ashwath Katte - A cultural reference attached to older, shade-giving
trees that people continue to worship (prominently the Peepul tree (Ficus
religiosa), the Banyan tree ), and generate community spaces around,
contributing to the making of urban space in the peri-urban / rural neigh-

Rajakaluve - Historical Storm-
water Drainage systems
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1 Puttenahalli Lake System

2 Attur Lake (Upstream)

3 Yelahanka Satellite Township
--- Highways

--- Pedestrian / Bike Pathways
® Possible Civic Nodes

Strengthening Social and Community uses ‘Sensibly’

Sth Cross, 7th Main, Sampangiramnagar
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An evolving process of Revitalisation - In progress

The project has initiated conversations between various stakeholders including the traditional custodians of the lake lands - farming
& fishing communities ( who apart from living off the lake, also desilted the lake traditionally ), grazing communities, communities who §
lived off these systems and created places of social confluence (local panchayats), the sacred groves and religious places of worship. |
An evolving process, the Lake has been partially rejuvenated through the efforts of local community groups, the YPLBCT (community
lake trust) and now is a thriving bio-diversity space, with a notified bird sanctuary. The twin threats of Sewage flows into the lake and S i o S
increasingly reduced rainfall periods are being addressed to some extent, by the installation of adequatey sized STP’s that has en- *  Lakeside Workshop Pavillions using
sured a constant supply of treated water for the lakes, in turn promoting avian and aquatic life and in turn a resurgence of bio-diversity RN EEEETET X IR TG ICE
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