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Did You Know? 
 

• In 1860, more than 4 million slaves and free blacks lived in the South, making up 
almost 40% of the region’s population. 

 
• Emancipation began during the Civil War. One day after Union General 

Benjamin Butler arrived at Fort Monroe in Virginia in May 1861, three slave men 
escaped to the fort.  General Butler called the escaped slaves “contraband of 
war” and refused to return them to their owners.  The word “contraband” was 
used during the war to refer to former slaves. 

 
• After the Union victory at Antietam in 1862, President Abraham Lincoln issued 

the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation on September 22, announcing that 
on January 1, 1863, slaves in Confederate territory would be free. 

 
• The Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863, declared that slaves who 

lived in the Confederate states were free, with a few exceptions (see below).  
Most of these slaves, however, could not yet actually gain their freedom. 

 
• The Emancipation Proclamation did not apply to Tennessee, southern Louisiana, 

or parts of Virginia. The Union army occupied much of this territory, and 
President Lincoln did not want to anger Unionist slaveholders who lived within it.  
Although the proclamation did not apply to slaves in these areas, many left their 
owners anyway and claimed their freedom. 

 
• The U.S. Congress established the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and 

Abandoned Lands on March 3, 1865, to oversee the transition from slavery to 
freedom; the agency is commonly called the Freedmen’s Bureau. 

 
• In March 1865 the Confederate Congress gave President Jefferson Davis the 

authority to recruit slave men as soldiers, with their owners’ approval. 
 

• The Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished slavery, was ratified in Tennessee 
in April 1865 and became part of the U.S. Constitution in December 1865. 

 
• African Americans held Emancipation Day celebrations for decades after the war; 

the day of the celebration varied and included January 1, April 9 (day of General 
Robert E. Lee’s surrender), and September 22, among others.  June 19th, known 
as “Juneteenth,” has recently gained popularity; it was originally a celebration of 
the 1865 announcement of freedom on Galveston Island, Texas.  

 
• On July 18, 1866, Tennessee ratified the Fourteenth Amendment, guaranteeing 

black citizenship, and on July 24 became the first former Confederate state 
readmitted to the Union. 

 
• Black men gained the vote in Tennessee in February 1867, three years before 

the Fifteenth Amendment was added to the U.S. Constitution. 
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Natchez Street - Begin Tour at: 
 
First Missionary Baptist Church 
113 Natchez Street 
This church, organized in 1871, holds distinction as the neighborhood’s oldest 
congregation. In 1901, the First Missionary Baptist hosted the Colored Missionary 
Baptist Association, when a group of three to four thousand African-Americans gathered 
for this religious meeting. This type of gathering for African Americans was unusual in a 
town whose population was only 3,000 total.  
 
Talking Walls of Natchez 
233 Natchez Street 
This community center features outstanding murals and paintings by a local artist, 
telling the story of African Americans as they journeyed from Africa to America. Through 
these images, the center takes visitors through the struggles of two decades of slavery 
through the triumphant march to freedom and equality. 
 
Williams Merrill House 
264 Natchez Street 
In 1881, former slave Moses Merrill built a large two-story residence on land sold to him 
by his former owner. Growing elderly and unable to maintain the residence, he sold it to 
well-known businessman A.N.C. Williams and his large family in 1892. 
 
Shorter Chapel A.M.E. Church 
152 W. Fowlkes Street (corner of Natchez and W. Fowlkes) 
The Shorter Chapel African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E) Church congregation 
organized in 1873 under the Franklin A.M.E. church. In 1925, the congregation erected 
its present Victorian-inspired building on the corner of Natchez and West Fowlkes 
Streets.  
 
Natchez High School (presently the Claiborne Hughes Health Center) 
335 Natchez Street 
In 1888, the 9th Neighborhood School Committee purchased this lot on Natchez Street. 
The first school was called the Claiborne Institute after first principal Willis Claiborne. 
The school was rebuilt in 1907 as the Franklin Colored School, and expanded in 1925 
as the Franklin Training School. The present building was built in 1949. In 1962, 
teachers worked with the Williamson County Board of Education to change the school’s 
name to Natchez High School to reflect the desire for equality in education and 
recognition that the school had evolved beyond industrial training programs. Extra-
curricular activities included football and women’s basketball teams, a marching band, 
and Homecoming events. After integration, the school graduated its last class in 1967. 
 
Providence United Primitive Baptist Church 
377 Natchez Street 
Providence United Primitive Baptist Church stands at the corner of Natchez and 
Granbury Streets. In 1883, Atha Thomas sold the land for this church to Wallis Bradley, 
Randal Brown, Harrison Scruggs, Jack Wilburn and Aaron Blakely.  
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Hardbargain – Begin Tour at: 
 
McLemore House 
446 11th Avenue 
Built in 1880 by former slave Harvey McLemore, this was one of Hardbargain’s earliest 
homes and reflected its emergence as a stable, middle class African American 
neighborhood. The house stayed in the McLemore family for 117 years, and was sold 
through a joint purchase by the Heritage Foundation of Franklin and Williamson County, 
Williamson County Habitat for Humanity, and the African American Historical Society. 
The building currently houses the McLemore House Museum and is open for tours by 
appointment.  
 
Touissant L’Ouverture Cemetery 
Corner of Del Rio Pike and Hillsboro Road 
Bordering the historically white Mount Hope Cemetery, TLO served as Franklin’s 
primary cemetery for African Americans. Formally established in 1884, the cemetery 
was named for the slave leader who led the 1812 revolution ending French colonial rule 
in Haiti. With headstones dating to the late 1800s, the cemetery also houses veterans 
from both World Wars, the Korean Conflict, and the Vietnam War as well as members of 
the many African American Masonic and social organizations. Prominent citizens buried 
here include ANC Williams and former Carnton slave Mariah Reddick, one of the central 
characters in the novel The Widow of the South. The cemetery is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
 
Charles Johnson Elementary historical marker 
815 Glass Lane 
The Charles Johnson Elementary School was named for Dr. Charles C. Johnson, a 
prominent local African American physician who operated the first hospital for African 
Americans in Franklin. The school was built in 1956 to teach the growing numbers of 
Franklin’s African American children, and served grades K-8. Under significant pressure 
by federal lawmakers and the black community, Franklin’s schools began limited 
desegregation in 1962, and Johnson Elementary was finally fully integrated in 1971.  
 
Green Street Church of God 
915 Green Street 
The church’s congregation was established in 1910, first organizing in tent meetings 
and later in rented space near the Old City Cemetery before settling permanently in 
Hardbargain as the Holiness Church. The present building was built in the 1950s, and 
became the Church of God in 1954. 



 
45

Downtown – Begin Tour at: 
 
Courthouse Square: 
In 1863, A.N.C. Williams opened the first African-American business in downtown 
Franklin, operating a shoe repair business on the square with African-American 
preacher William Perkins. After the Civil War, on July 6, 1867, the courthouse square 
was also the site of the infamous Franklin Riot when Franklin’s Colored League 
marched through Franklin’s square to protest speeches by two congressional 
candidates. A.N.C. Williams attempted to avoid violence by communicating the 
League’s desire to march peaceably to the assembled white attendees. Events 
escalated and shots were fired on both sides, but Williams’ proved instrumental in 
calming tensions between blacks and whites and working for a peaceful solution to the 
conflict on the square. 
 
Green House 
202 Church Street 
The “Green House” is the oldest remaining African American-built home still standing in 
downtown Franklin. The lot was purchased by prominent merchant A.N.C. Williams, and 
housed several African American families during the 20th century. The house was saved 
from demolition by a group of concerned citizens and preservation agencies in 2003. 
 
Wiley Memorial Chapel Methodist Episcopal Church (presently Pull-Tight Players) 
112 Second Avenue South 
The Methodist Episcopal Church was built ca. 1869, and served as a vital community 
institution through the mid-twentieth century. A dwindling congregation caused the 
church to close in the 1950s. The former church currently houses the Pull-Tight Players, 
Franklin’s popular community theater group.  
 
Lillie Mills and L&N Railroad complexes 
First Avenue South between West Main and South Margin streets 
Along First Avenue, the stacks of the former Lillie Mills flour plant and the railroad depot 
still mark the landscape. Lillie Mills and the railroad were key downtown industries that 
employed many African Americans, and contributed to the development of the 
downtown African American community in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.   
 
A.N.C. Williams’ store  
428 W. Main Street 
Perhaps Franklin’s most prominent early African American merchant and entrepreneur, 
A.N.C. Williams opened one of the first African American businesses in downtown 
Franklin in 1863, operating a shoe repair business on the square. After purchasing sites 
near the present day Fourth Avenue, he constructed a building and opened a general 
merchandise store.  Williams operated his store for sixty-four years, openly catering to 
both black and white patrons despite Jim Crow laws and segregation. Due to failing 
health, he retired in 1928 as the oldest continually operating merchant on Main Street, 
having owned and managed his successful store for over sixty years.  
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Toussaint L’Ouverture Cemetery  
 

 
Students will learn about the landscape of this historically African American cemetery 
and answer questions that reflect on their reading and cemetery exploration.  
 
Lesson: 
 
Prior to the exploration of the cemetery, have the students read the supplementary 
reading on cemeteries in order to gain a historical understanding of the historic burying 
grounds. 
 
Have the students answer questions based on their reading.  
 
After answering the questions based on the reading, have the students explore the 
cemetery and answer the questions on the form. You may divide the class into two 
groups with each reporting on what they find. After the activity, come back together to 
discuss. 
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Student Activity – Exploring the Cemetery 
 
 
• Why are African-American cemeteries landscaped differently than white 

cemeteries?  
 

 
 
• Why are the tombstones different in white cemeteries than African-American 

cemeteries? 
 

 
 
• What is the earliest burial date that you can locate in the cemetery? 

 
 
 
• What are some of the surnames (last names) in the TLO Cemetery?  

 
 
 
• List 3 symbols that you can find on the gravestones and use the list below to list 

what the symbols mean. 
 
 
 
 
Try to find the grave of a veteran for each of the wars listed below. Note the name, the 
birth and death dates and any other details or information on the markers. 
 

• Civil War (United States Colored Troops) 
 

 
• World War I 
 

 
• World War II 
 

 
• Korea 
 

 
• Vietnam 
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Additional Activities and Resources 
 

On-line activity (From the National Constitution Center website): 
 
Visit the National Constitution Center website for a fun and thought-provoking 
interactive web activity. Although this activity primarily focuses on the Civil War era, it 
provides great background information on the events leading up to emancipation and 
Reconstruction. 
 

About the online exhibit (from the website): 
Abraham Lincoln’s Crossroads is an educational game based on the traveling exhibition 
Lincoln: The Constitution & the Civil War, which debuted at the National Constitution 
Center in June 2005. 

The online game is intended for advanced middle- and high-school students. It invites 
them to learn about Lincoln’s leadership by exploring the political choices he made. An 
animated Lincoln introduces a situation, asks for advice and prompts players to decide 
the issue for themselves, before learning the actual outcome. At the end of the game, 
players discover how frequently they predicted Lincoln’s actions. A Resources Page 
keyed to each chapter provides links to relevant Websites on Lincoln and the Civil War, 
permitting students to explore issues in more depth. 
 
To access the activity, visit: 
http://www.constitutioncenter.org/lincoln/index.html 
 
 
On-line Resources: 
 
Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Culture online edition: 
http://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/ 
 
The Heritage Education Network: 
http://histpres.mtsu.edu/then/ 

 
Tennessee History for Kids 
www.tnhistoryforkids.org 
 
 
Additional Resources: 
 
Alexander, Hudson. Physicians of Williamson County: A Legacy of Healing 1797-1997. 
Franklin, TN: Canaday Enterprises, 1997. 
 
Ash, Stephen V.  Middle Tennessee Society Transformed, 1860-1870: War and Peace  
 in the  Upper South.  Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1988. 
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Support of Tennessee Social Studies Curriculum 
Standards for High School Students 

 
United States History 
 
Era 6: Industrial Development of the United States (1870-1900) 
 
5.0   History 

Investigate the dynamics of the post-Reconstruction era and the people and 
events that influenced the country. 

6.0   Individuals Groups and Interactions 
Appreciate the diversity of various cultures and their influences on the United 
States. 

 
 
African American History 
 
Standard Number 1.0:  Culture 
1.3 Understands and recognizes the achievements and cultural achievements and 

contributions of African Americans in United States culture from 1860 to the 
present. 

- African American institutions 
- Schools 
- Professionals 

 
  

Standard Number 4.0: Governance and Civics 
4.11 Assess the impact of Jim Crow laws. 
 
Standard Number 5.0: History 
5.11  Analyzes the role of African Americans during the Civil War and Reconstruction. 
5.12  Understands the historical impact of Jim Crow and its effects on the life 

experiences of African Americans in the 19th and 20th centuries. 


