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Morley-Ellenbrook Line contract awarded

The main construction contract to build the  
Morley-Ellenbrook Line was awarded to the 
MELconnx Consortium (Laing O’Rourke Australia 
Construction) in October, with major construction 
work to start onsite early this year.

The long awaited project will link the fast-growing 
north-eastern suburbs directly with the wider Perth 
passenger rail network, with trains expected to be 
operational in 2024.

The 21km rail line is the longest METRONET rail 
project to get underway and is the most significant 
expansion of the rail network since the Mandurah 
Line opened in 2007.

The new rail line will have five new stations at  
Morley, Noranda, Malaga, Whiteman Park and 
Ellenbrook, with future-proofing for a station at 
Bennett Springs East.

Early works have already started at the new 
Bayswater Station, which will include a dedicated 
platform for the Morley-Ellenbrook Line trains. 
Enabling civil and structural works are also being 
delivered under the Tonkin Gap Project and 
Associated Works project, which will allow the  
new rail line to be built in the median of the  
Tonkin Highway between Bayswater and Malaga.

The Morley-Ellenbrook Line project will support 
around 6,500 local WA jobs.

Laing O’Rourke’s Scott Martin joined Transport Minister Rita Saffioti and Premier Mark McGowan 
to sign the contract for the METRONET Morley-Ellenbrook Line.

Elders provide 
Welcome

The new MELconnx 
Alliance team, that  
will build the Morley  
to Ellenbrook line,  
met Aboriginal elder  
Len Collard and received  
a Welcome to Country.

The ceremony also included a presentation of a 
traditional message stick to MELconnx Alliance 
Director Hudson Lun. The stick represents the season 
of Kambarang which coincides with the launch of the 
MELconnx Alliance to deliver the new train line.

The METRONET Noongar Reference Group has 
been involved with the Morley-Ellenbrook Line since 
the early planning stages, providing input into the 
project’s Noongar Cultural Context document, and 
holding a Reference Group meeting at Whiteman 
Park after viewing the rail alignment.

All METRONET projects are guided by the  
Gnarla Biddi Strategy which has been developed  
to embed genuine and ongoing engagement with  
the Aboriginal community.

Len Collard presents 
a message stick to 
MELconnx’s Hudson Lun



Community Reference Groups are made 
up of interested and dedicated community 
representatives who will provide the project team 
important local insights throughout construction of 
the Morley–Ellenbrook Line.

Moving forward, the groups will be a conduit 
between the project team and the community, 
acting as a sounding board and providing feedback 
on the station designs as they are developed and 
any impacts during construction.

Topics discussed included:
• Place-making around stations
• Environmental and sustainability queries
• Aboriginal engagement
• Accessibility of stations
• Construction impacts

The CRGs are made up of local residents, business 
owners and community representatives, with key 
stakeholders such as the Ellenbrook Christian 
College, cities of Swan and Bayswater, and 
Whiteman Park. 

Membership is for the life of the project. The next 
meetings will take place early this year.

The Morley-Ellenbrook Line project has four CRGs, 
with three new groups and new residents added 
to the existing Bayswater Station group to ensure 
community feedback for the area where the new 
line connects with Bayswater Station.

For a list of CRG members and a copy of the 
meeting minutes, visit the Morley-Ellenbrook Line 
page on the METRONET website  
metronet.wa.gov.au.

Community Reference Groups

Members of the Whiteman Park CRG discuss the project.

Morley-Ellenbrook Line project Principal Project Director Nigel Hunt (L) with members of the Ellenbrook CRG  
at their first meeting.

http://www.metronet.wa.gov.au


FAQs 
Q: When will construction start?
A: Preparatory work has already started on the 

Tonkin Highway and at Bayswater Station, with 
major works beginning early this year. You may 
already have seen some early work starting at 
various points along the alignment.

Q: When will my local train station open?
A: The whole line will open at the same time, with 

trains running in 2024.
Q: Will the stations be accessible for all people?
A All of our stations, our trains and bus services 

are planned according to the Disability 
Discrimination Act (1992) and in consultation 
with the METRONET Access and Inclusion 
Reference Group.

Q: Will the train from Ellenbrook connect to 
the CBD?

A: Yes. Passengers from Ellenbrook, and any 
of the new stations on the line, will have a 

seamless journey to Perth Station, without 
having to change at Bayswater.

Q: Will bus services link to the new stations?
A: Transperth will review all bus services before 

the Morley-Ellenbrook Line opens to ensure the 
best possible linkages. METRONET projects all 
prioritise active travel modes (walking and cycling) 
followed by bus and finally private vehicle travel 
(vehicle drop-off and parking) for travel to stations.

Q: How much parking will there be at the 
stations?

A:  Parking has been incorporated into each station 
by analysing data such as the population of 
the catchment area for individual stations. Bus 
linkages for people in the catchment area have 
also been incorporated into the project plan. 

For more FAQs, please visit metronet.wa.gov.au, 
where we have compiled a list of the most 
commonly asked questions from the community.

Community at the heart of project

Community consultation has always been at the heart 
of the Morley-Ellenbrook Line project and our team 
has spent many hours talking with local people right 
from the beginning of the planning process.

Most recently the team popped up at local 
shopping centres along the alignment, speaking 
to around 700 people.

With MELconnx now on board, the design team will 
progress the next stage of design.

When new station design information is available 
we’ll pop up again in the community. 

Project engineer Emma Priestly-Swinscoe 
at a recent community pop up.

Keep informed 

Stay in the loop on the Morley-Ellenbrook 
Line project – sign up for email project 
updates at metronet.wa.gov.au and join the 
project Facebook group at facebook.com/
PerthMETRONET/groups.

What’s coming up?
Tonkin Highway works have already started, as part of the Main Roads WA Tonkin  
Gap Project and Associated Works, and works have started around Bayswater Station. 

Early this year you can look out for works at several areas along the rail line, including near  
Gnangara Road, Ellenbrook.

http://metronet.wa.gov.au
http://www.metronet.wa.gov.au
http://facebook.com/PerthMETRONET/groups
http://facebook.com/PerthMETRONET/groups


MORE INFORMATION

Email: info@metronet.wa.gov.au 
Phone: 9326 3666 
Web: metronet.wa.gov.au facebook.com/groups/morleyellenbrookline

facebook.com/perthmetronet
twitter.com/metronetperth

Rail – linking Perth since 1881 
In March 1884, the line was extended via Midland 
Junction to Chidlow and later to Clackline, York and 
Northam.

Stations were added along the route and Midland 
eventually took over from Guildford as the eastern 
terminus once the Midland railway workshops opened 
in 1904.

In 1893, the Armadale Line was opened. The original 
stations servicing this line were Perth, Kelmscott and 
Armadale. Cannington, although operational in 1889, 
was opened in 1893 along with Kelmscott Station. 
Welshpool eventually came online in 1898.

The Joondalup Line was opened in 1992 and the 
Mandurah Line in December 2007, creating a 110km 
long north-south line, when it was extended to Butler 
in 2014.

Now METRONET’s Morley-Ellenbrook Line continues 
this rich legacy of passenger rail in Perth, as the most 
significant expansion to the rail network in more than 
10 years. 

The Morley-Ellenbrook Line will take passengers from 
Ellenbrook to Perth in around 30 minutes. 

Rail has played an important part in linking 
metropolitan Perth for almost 140 years. 

The first line to be created linked the port of Fremantle 
to the town of Guildford, passing through Perth.  

When the line opened a return ticket cost five shillings 
and threepence for a seat in first class, and half that 
rate for second class.  The fare was considered quite 
high at the time – a labourer might typically make only 
six or seven shillings a day.

Construction of the railway proceeded smoothly 
taking just under two years. It officially opened on 
Tuesday March 1, 1881.

The original Perth station.
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The Morley-Ellenbrook Line will 
open in 2024, with five stations 
and future-proofing for a station 
at Bennett Springs East.
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