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What does it mean to be 
human in a world where 
everything could be “alive” 
and “algorithmic” at the 
same time? 





Our fixations on 
fixity are our 
obsessions on 
certainty.



Striving for absolute 
certainty causes harm by 
making alternatives 
invisible and making past 
biases more ingrained. 



Figure 2: “Anatomy of an AI System: The Amazon Echo as an 
anatomical map of human labor, data and planetary 
resources” (2018) by Kate Crawford and Vladan Joler.

(oeaw, 2020)

https://anatomyof.ai/
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There’s a 
Urban History 
of Algorithms

“What began as descriptions or questions about 
social life have become a rule for algorithms 
shaping social interactions online.”

(E-flux, 2020)

(Sidewalk Labs, 2018)



When we look 
beyond fixity, 
we can address 
care.



When we reveal notions of 
certainty we reveal our 
notions of care, its gaps and 
multiple timelines.



Digital 
Humanities

System 
Transitions 

(ST)

Our USES and STRUCTURING of digital 
apparatus impact how we understand 
and transform the environment (urban 
realm)

And alter our conceptions of 
citizenship - trust, engagement and 
movement in the city

Thus prioritizing or disregarding the 
importance of the humanities

Methods for awareness and 
communication practices are a 
continuous interdisciplinary endeavor 

Asking for solidarity rather than fixed 
systems of logic that organize 
socio-political lives

Design methods have stripped 
historical, socio/political aspects

DESIGN POLITICS

Environmental 
Humanities

Al
go

ri
th

m
s

The tangled skein of human 
perceptions is inseparable of 
environmental issues

Open Science - ACCESS, USE, MODIFY.
Determine changes in emphasis.
Becomes a matter of the city and 
city-making

The agency of nonhumans in the 
context of the anthropocene

Uncertainties in identification, 
incomplete partial data, continuity 
lost

Revealing gaps from FAT audits

Public Procurement as CARE

Who counts? Who computes? Algorithms 
and machines do not compute for 
themselves; they always compute for 
someone else, for institutions and markets, 
for industries and armies

Not only seek accuracy, but 
transparent data protection, 
antidiscrimination and not a matter.
Beyond efficiency demands 
accountability and with that an 
intersectional lens that embeds 
algorithms as part of the multispecies 
agency.

Participation as justice but also 
participation is labor 

What is public & what is private
How implications are communicated

Co-evolving interactions

Sustainability transitions are a matter 
of changing complex interactions 
where several areas of 
household-related activities, 
professions, and sectors meet, the 
problem framing of this research 
targets the aspects of ‘social 
organization’ as a key for change.

What we create? What we adjust? What we 
reject?
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Challenging fixity, through the 
sensorial removes solution based 
framings

Breaking the linearity of stories 
and attuning to new 
perspectives.



Data Collection

State: We are fragmented and connected 
at the same time

Exposes Anxieties / Vulnerabilities

Opacity (things we have the right to leave unsaid/ not 
disclose even from ourselves)

Engage with that which is not said /not 
outright express

If we listen close enough we can hear the whispers of 
the world

Potential spaces lying between cracks / 
between worlds

The occupation of sonic and physical 
space as a rehearsal for creating futures 

World-building/Community building

The use of feminist/queer infrastructures:
+Living networks
+Tech Networks

+Exchange / Trade



We are fragmented and 
connected at the same time.
How are we bridging to others?
How are we expressing tenderness to us and the others?
How are we advocating for our survival?

As we remain rooted physically to rooms, 
nations and borders
how we explore and heal our anxieties?


