

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE FUTURE

The space of little more than a century has seen the growth of
Mimico from a lonely country hamlet to become a crowded and
busy part of one of the most rapidly expanding city areas of the
world. Pace of change in the past 15 years has been almost chaotic.

Mimico started into the 1950’s as a community of single-family
homes. It is now, part-way through the 1960’s, one of the most
densely populated apartment areas on the continent.

A deciding influence in promoting the change has been our
Lake Ontario shoreline, the same amenity which made this area a
favourite settlement with Governor Simcoe’s discharged soldiers in
the 1790’s.

Land along the lake or near the lake has become a precious
commodity.

Not so many years ago, an average Torontofamily could own
a lakefront summer cottage in Mimico and spend the summer here
with little extra expense. Later, the lakefront became the location
for estates of wealthy individuals.

Now, our lakefront has become too valuable for any one indi-
vidual or any one family to enjoy exclusively. Mimico’s growth
has become vertical as high-rise apartment buildings tower up on
the lots where first cottages and then stately homes once stood.

A window with a view of the lake has become something to
be prized and convenient access to theshoreis an advantage eagerly
sought.

And so Mimico citizens and the citizens of Metropolitan Toronto
generally have come to realize that their lakefront, like their river
valleys and ravines, is probably the Toronto area’s most precious
asset.

Ensuring wise use of the lakeshore to provide maximum
benefit to the maximum number of people will undoubtedly be one
of the heavy responsibilities that will fall on our municipal govern-
ment, whatever its form, in the years ahead.

Mimico has changed within the last decade, its appearance and
its shape, but not its spirit. Still alive and active is the keen sense
of community interest and involvement that has prompted growth
of Mimico from its earliest days.

New citizens from many parts of the world have added to and
enriched that community feeling. The old families and the new have
joined hands to create a bigger, stronger and more dynamic Mimico.

Perhaps a careful look at the path we’ve followed so far will
help to point the best way for the future.
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The Municipality of Mimico, a Police Village in 1905 and a
Town from 1917, is reverting to Etobicoke Township on January
1st, 1967.

Just as the Story of Mimico went to press, the new Bill 81,
amending the Municipality of Metropolitan Toronto Act of 1954
was passed by the Ontario Legislature.

By this Bill the Municipalities of Mimico, New Toronto and
Long Branch are consolidated with the Township of Etobicoke to
become the new Borough of Etobicoke under the amended Act.

By Bill 81 Toronto and its twelve neighbouring Suburban
Municipalities are consolidated into the City of Toronto and the
Boroughs of Etobicoke, East York, North York, Scarborough and
York.

It is anticipated that Mimico, New Toronto and Long Branch
will become Ward 5 of Etobicoke and be entitled to be represented
in the new Borough by two Aldermen.

It is also predicted that the present Etobicoke Board of Control
comprised of a Reeve and two Controllers will be expanded to in-
clude a Mayor and four Controllers, elected at large.

Mimico Commissions and Boards will be co-ordinated with
those of Etobicoke and the Lakeshore District Board of Education,
which has served Mimico, New Toronto and Long Branch for a
number of years, will be united with the Etobicoke Board.

What the future holds for Mimico inits new setting will depend
to no small degree on the leadership provided by the men and
women elected to administer the expanded Borough.
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EDITOR’S THANK YOU!

As Editor and Picture Co-ordinator for the Mimico History, I
wish to express the Municipality’s appreciation for the excellent
co-operation of a number of citizens.

Many residents with a knowledge of the Town’s background
have generously loaned a number of photographs and snapshots,
which we have used to illustrate this first extensive History of the
Municipality of Mimico as well as supplying a great deal of
information.

The following are among those who have co-operated so
whole heartedly:

Mrs. Earla (Johnson) Devins Mrs. Carroll C. Hele

Kenneth Hendry Mrs. Helen Beatty

Miss Elizabeth L. French Miss Hazel Hendry

Mrs. Grace Malone Mrs. Dorothy Evans

Mrs. Ross Jamieson Maurice Cooke

Ernest Johnson James Grosset

g/[ecil %\(I)hjls%n' boi Dr. Gordon Ferrier
Is. W. J. Drisbois Mrs. Douglas Coombs

llygz Jﬁil 1?n0elxl'ghty Sharon O’Brecht

A DB., Norris Maisie Lyndon

Bruce Miche

Mrs. Russell Henderson Herbert Bush

Mrs. Warren Snyder

Amos H. Waites Jack McElroy

Bruce Kay L. d. Fﬁfne

James Edmond 1SviIim Tl\‘/[ ett e Baldwi
Mrs. Ada E. French rs. Marguerite baldwin
Rev. M. E. Burch Murray MacCabe

W. G. Patterson

. Mrs. L. J. Ferrie
Mrs. Ross Jamieson
Sir Ernest MacMillan Mary Mclntyre

Muriel Code
Mrs. George W. Gauld . .
Ross Bonnar Mrs. Wilhelmina Halil

Mrs. C. M. Coo William Hornell
Mr .C .E i%urns Harold Fursman
s. Lew Mrs. James Free

Mrs. Lewis Lomas Ian Donaldson

Pryce Morgan

Miss Amy Ferrier Helen Woods

W. A. Edwards Mrs. Hugh Griggs

Mrs. Ray Wheatley Frank Brown of Chromo Lithographing Co. Ltd.
Gertrude Everett and a number of other citizens.

Ann Doherty

— Editor —
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Harvey Currell

THE AUTHOR

Harvey Currell is a native Torontonian who married a Mimico girl
and lived a good part of his adult life in Mimico. He served as a member
of Mimico Public Library Board and for many years covered the Lake-
shore municipalities and Etobicoke as a reporter for The Telegram before
becoming suburban editor of that newspaper.

As suburban editor, Mr. Currell took charge of news coverage of
the booming Metro area during its period of most turbulent expansion
and during inauguration of the Metro system. At present, he is assistant
city editor of The Telegram.

Mr. Currell is author of several books on the Toronto region and
the province of Ontario. Where The Alders Grow, a history of the Etobi-
coke river watershed, written for the former Etobicoke-Mimico Conserva-
tion Authority, was used as a textbook in Etobicoke elementary schools.
A more recent book by the same author is Thirty Trips Around Ontario,
published by The Telegram.

For eight years, Mr. Currell has written a weekly Ontario travel
column for that newspaper and is considered an authority on the pro-
vince’s local history, geography and geology.
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