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The discussions of the difference views on
“Five Elements” between Cui Shi and Gu
Jiegang

Chu, Hao - I

Abstract

Cui Shi was a famous classical scholar and historian in modern china. In his
opinion, “Five Elements” was falsified by Liu Xin for supporting Wang Mang to
usurp han dynasty. Therefore, the records of “Five Elements” are fake in Shi Ji
and Han Shu.

Gu Jiegang, Cui Shi’s student, considered there are some points in Cui Shi’s
study that are worthy of discussion. In Gu Jiegang’s opinion, “Five Elements” that
recorded in the history was believable. Liu Xin just use the popularity of “Five

Elements” for supporting Wang Mang to usurp han dynasty.

Key words: Liu Xin, Five Elements, Support Wang Mang to Usurp Han
Dynasty, Cui Shi, Gu Jiegang, Modern Academic
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