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Zorlu Group is a key player in the market with its financial strength, production capability, vision, entrepreneurial character and innovative approach.
Pursuing its operations via leading and powerful companies engaged in the fields of textiles, consumer electronics, information technology, white goods, 
energy, property development, and mining & metallurgy, the group is focused on creating increasing, permanent added-value for Turkey.
Zorlu Group reflects the sense of responsibility it has towards future generations in its activities and projects on the axesof economy, environment and 
community, and works to build a sustainable and reliable future drawing on its corporate values and principles.
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The largest integrated home textiles and polyester thread 
manufacturer in Europe

One of Turkeyôs and Europeôs leading producers of consumer 
electronics, IT, white goods and defense technologies driven 
by strong R&D

Production and sale of power and steam, power trading, 
turnkey production, operation, maintenance - repair of power 
plants, and integrated services including the gas distribution 
and trading, PV panel sale (First Solar Exclusive Distributor)

Outstanding real estate projects designed 
around modern architectural concepts, comfort 
and functionality
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Targeting to specialize in developing nickel -cobalt 
deposits, and becoming a regional supplier

Jules Verne, Zorlu Grand Hotel, Zorlu 
Air, Zorlu Factoring, ZORPET

Contribution to the community and the 
future through different projects
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u Foundations of Zorlu
Group are laid with the 
Zorlu Mensucat Denizli
(Zorlu Fabrics) 
established by Hacē
Mehmet Zorlu in Babadaĵ.

1953 1976

u Curtain sales started 
under TA¢ brand. 

u Korteks Velvet Weaving 
Facility is established in 
Bursa .

uTurkeyôs first 220 cm sheet 
is produced

u Exportation of Korteks
products begins, making 
up the first official exports.

u Zorlu Textile Marketing 
is established in Trabzon 
and Denizli .

u Korteks Yarn Factory is 
set up in Bursa to 
supply the high quality 
polyester yarns the 
Turkish textiles 
industry needs. 

1984

1988

1989 1990

u Zorlu Embroidery 
Factory is established in 
L¿leburgaz. 

u Korteks Polyester Yarn 
Factory , the biggest 
manufacturer and 
exporter of integrated 
polyester yarns in Europe 
and the Middle East, starts 
production . 

5Milestones



uZorlu Enerji Elektrik
¦retimA.ķ. (Zorlu
Energy ) is established 
to fulfill the electricity 
and steam need of 
the industrial 
establishments owned 
by Zorlu Group. 

1993 1994

u Zorlu Linen , the largest 
manufacturing facility for 
home textiles in Europe 
and the Middle East, is set 
up and starts producing 
quilt covers under TA¢ 
brand .

u Vestel joins Zorlu
Group.

u Zorlu Grand Hotel 
opens its doors .

u Denizbank is 
established . 
(Privatization Authority )

1995

u Bel Air, a 250 -year old French 
brand , is acquired to make a 
debut in the European curtain 
market.

u The first TV production for the 
US market is carried out. 
Vestel USA is established .

u A second brand is decided to be 
created under the name Regal. 

u Bursa combined cycle 
power plant is 
commissioned .

u Zorlu Energy reaches the 
capacity to meet 100% of 
the electricity need of 
Zorlu Group. 

1999

u Linens Marketing is established. 
Linens opens its first store 
designed with the ñHome 
Beauty Centerò concept.

u Refrigerator production starts.

uMehmet Zorlu Education, 
Health , Culture and Solidarity 
Foundation is established. 

u Dexar is established. 

u Zorlu Energy starts 
selling approximately 

50 % of the energy 
generated by the switch 
center set up in Bursa 
to non -Group companies. 

u Zorlu End¿striyelis founded. 

u Total capacity of Zorlu Energy 
rises to 156 MW of electricity 
and 150 ton/h of steam.  

u Zorlu Enerji offers 20% of its 
paid - in capital to the public.

u Zorlu O&M and Zorlu
Petrogas are founded. 

u Korteks Yarn decides to 
launch manufacturing of dyed 
yarns . 

u Air -conditioner manufacturing 
begins .

u Vestel set ups its Hong Kong 
Office .

2000



u Zorlu Linen rises to the 
position of Europeôs 
largest and the worldôs 
third largest facility in 
cotton home textiles.

u Linens opens its first 
store abroad in Kiev, 
Ukraine . 

u Korteks becomes 
responsible for more 
than 50% of polymer 
production in Turkey. 

2001 2002

u Zorlu UK is established. 

uTA¢ ñBir De Sen Tasarla ò 
Design Competition 
makes its debut.

uWashing machine 
investment is completed. 

u Vestel set up its 
Shanghai office.

2003

u Zorlu Group celebrates its 50
th

anniversary . 
u Vestel City is inaugurated. 

u Vestel Savunma Sanayi (VSS ï
Vestel Defence Industry) is 
established . 

u Zorlu Elektrik (Zorlu Electricity) 
is founded. 

u Korteks begins super -micro 
quality polyester filament yarn 
production , a first in the world. 

u Zorlu Linen becomes the one and 
only GOTS-certified (Global 
Organic Textile Standard) 
manufacturer of 100% biological 
products in Turkey. 

2004

2005

uTA¢ starts servicing retailing directly, in 
addition to its wholesaling activities. 
uJules Verne joins Zorlu Group. 

u Valeron , premium brand of ZorluLinen , is 

introduced in the international market. 

u VSS initiates Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) 

development project.

u GENESIS (G -Class Frigate War Management 

System), VSSôfirst contract, is concluded

jointly with AYESAķ, a software, system 

engineering and production company.

u 60% of the shares in AYESAķ are acquired.

u EFE, the mini UAV, makes first flight demo.

u 25% stake is acquired in Israel -based 

DoradEnergy , which will have 840 MW installed 

capacity. 

u Foundations are laid for Moscowôs first 

privately -owned power plant project. 

u License is obtained for natural gas exploration. 

ZorluPetrogasis awarded the contracts for 

Gaziantep -Kilisand Kērklareli-Tekirdaĵ-Edirne 

natural gas distribution . 



u Korteks begins production of technical and 
functional yarns, introducing Dry Touch, TA¢ 
Cottonlike , TA¢ Antimicrobial, and TA¢ 
Micromuss products.

u Zorlu Property Group is established. 

u A 20 -year electricity generation contract is 
signed with the Alternative Energy 
Development Board of Pakistan (AEDB) to 
install a wind farm in Pakistan. 

u Contract is earned for the Sandalcēk-Sami 
Soydam HEPP (124 MW) on Dalaman Creek 
and feasibility studies commence.

u Denizbank is sold to Dexia . 

u Zorlu Energy Group obtains a distribution 
license via the GAZDAķ company in the gas 
sector . Gas distribution begins in Gaziantep 
and Thrace regions.

20062007

u Zorlu Holding signs United Nations Global Compact. 

u Korteks curtain weaving, finishing and embroidery 
sections are reorganized under Zorlu Linen.

uMeta Nikel Kobalt is founded. 
uTA¢ joins the Turquality Program. 
u A production facility is established in China. 

u Lands in Levent , Bebek , Konak , Alaatēand Marmaris
are purchased. 

uWork starts in Osmaniye province to build a 135 MW 
wind farm, which will have the highest installed 
capacity on a single area in Turkey. 

u The tender for the State Highways Property is earned 
at a price of 800 million dollars.

uAYESAķ is awarded the ñGold Supplierò certification by 
BOEING . 

uWind farm license held by Rotor Elektrik is taken over. 

2008

u AYESAķ develops Anti -Collision 
System software for AIRBUS aircraft. 

u Voluntary Emission Reduction 
Purchase Agreement is signed with 
EcoSecurities for the wind farm that 
is being constructed in Osmaniye .

u Rotor Electric obtains two more 
generation licenses from Energy 
Market Regulatory Authority (EMRA) 
in Osmaniye region covering 60 MW 
and 50 MW wind farm projects, in 
addition to the 135 MW wind farm in 
the same area. 

u The privatization tender for 9 power 
plants with a total installed capacity 
of 141 MW is earned for a price of 
510 million dollars. 

uTA¢ reaches 500 sales points. 

u Korteks develops ñFlame Retardantò 
polyester yarns and ñAntistaticò 
yarns for use in Technical Textiles. 

u The construction of Zorlu Center, 
Turkey's first mixed -use project with 
five functions, began.

u Zorlu Center receives Best Master 
Plan Award at Cityscape Dubai 
Architectural Awards. 

u The first sodium borohydride fuel cell 
implementation takes place. 

u Process is initiated for Turkeyôs first 
nickel -cobalt concentrate at the SGS-
Canada pilot facility. 

uAYESAķ signs Coast Guard Search 
and Rescue Vessels Command 
System contract with Aselsan . 

2009

u The TA¢ store network abroad reaches 100 stores. 
u The first LED TV is designed and manufactured. 
u Zorlu Center receives the European Prize in the Commercial 

Architecture Award category at the Europe and Africa Property Awards. 



u A generation license is obtained to establish a 
geothermal energy facility in Alaĸehir, Manisa . 

u Vestel Electronics manufactures 100 millionth 
TV set in its history. 

u At GºkedaĵWind farm, all 54 turbines are 
officially connected to the national grid, 
reaching an energy generation capacity of 
135 MW. 

uWind plant license for Rotor Electric is taken 
over .

u A+ Office project Levent199 receives the 
ñBest International Office Architectureò award 
at the 2010 International Property Awards.

2010

2011 uAYESAķ starts production of electronic cards for 
ATAK Helicopters. 

u Zorlu Energy becomes the first energy company in 
Turkey to obtain ISO 14064 -1 Greenhouse Gases 
Verification Certification. 

u Zorlu Energy publishes its first sustainability report, 
becoming the first energy company to do so.  

u A cooperation agreement is signed with Cree, the 
world giant in LED chip manufacturing. 

u Zorlu Energy concludes an electricity sale agreement 
with the Promyshlennaya Energetika company for 
the Tereshkovo power plant in Russia.

2012

u Valeron brand expands its reach to 
200 locations in nearly 40 countries. 

u Zorlu Factoring starts operations. 

u First phases of Smart Board and 
Tablet Computer tenders are earned 
within the frame of project Fatih.

u Valeron brand initiates tailor -made production. 
u Zorluteks steps into the apparel fabrics industry. 
u The first 3D TV is designed and manufactured. 
u The first Smart TV is designed and manufactured. 
u The first BMS TV is designed and manufactured. 

u Vestel Electronics breaks record with a monthly TV 
production of 1.2 million. 

u The first step is taken into the LED lighting industry. 

u Zorlu Center is awarded in the Architecture category 
at the Green Good Design Awards. 

uGround -breaking ceremony takes place for the Zorlu
Levent Office project. 

u Redesign starts for KARAYEL, the tactical UAV. 



uWind farm project in Pakistan comes to 
completion.

uNemrut Jeotermal Elektrik ¦retimiA.ķ. 
(Nemrut Geothermal Electricity Generation) is 
established with the aim of benefiting from the 
geothermal resources in and around Bitlis .

uWith the GºkedaĵWind Farm, Zorlu Energy is 
awarded with the ñSustainabilityò prize in the 
ñEnvironmental and Social Performanceò 
category by the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD).

uKēzēldereII geothermal power plant (80 MW) is 
inaugurated.

uZorlu Doĵal(Zorlu Natural Electricity 
Generation) files a 100 MW generation license 
application with the Energy Market Regulatory 
Authority (EMRA) to establish a new geothermal 
power plant in Saraykºy, Denizli . 

uZorlu Energyôs Dorad Combined Cycle Power 
Plant based on Natural Gas in Israel is connected 
to the transmission grid. 

uZorlu Doĵalis named Turkeyôs Climate 
Performance Leader.
uZorlu Energy carries out its initial bond issue.

uShopping Center and PSM (Performing Arts 
Center) functions of Zorlu Center, Turkey's first 
mixed -use project with 5 functions, opened.

2013 2014

u Dorad Combined Cycle Power Plant based on Natural 
Gas, set up in Israel with 25% stake held by Zorlu
Energy Group, commences commercial operations.

uTurkeyôs first domestic smart phone Venus is 
introduced .

u A+ office project Levent 199 is put into service after 
its construction is completed. 

uTurkeyôs first mixed -use project with five functions, 
Zorlu Center becomes a fully functioning compound 
upon inauguration of the Raffles Hotel and residences .

uMeta Nikel Kobalt Inc. starts nickel production in Gºrdes. 

u Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP) awards Zorlu Energy 
with the CDP 2014 Turkey Climate Disclosure Leadership.

u Zorlu Energy Group releases its third sustainability report 
for 2012 -2013, which complies with GRI 3.1 A level 
standards.

u Zorlu Center Inaugurates the First New Year Village 
Project. 



2015 u Built by Zorlu Real Estate, Levent 199 was awarded the LEED Gold certification by 
the United States Green Building Council.

uWomenôs Empowerment Principles, an initiative of UN Global Compact and UN 
Women, for empowering women in the workplace and marketplace and community is 
signed by Zorlu Holding .
u Zorlu Center hosted the first light festival of Turkey.

u AlaĸehirI Geothermal Plant (45 MW) in Alaĸehir, Manisa was connected to the 
national grid.
u Korteks founds its R&D center.
u Zorlu Center receives 22 awards in the area of Marketing in 2015.

2016 u Zorluteks received the ñCombined Industry Environmentò award under the Conglomerate 
category at the 22 nd ķahabettinBilgisu Environmental Awards by the Kocaeli Chamber of 
Industry. 
u Zorlu Energy Group published the 4

th
Sustainability Report at the level of GRI G4 

prepared under the leadership of the Sustainability Board.
uSarētepe-Demirciler Wind Power Stations which constitute the second wind power plant 
project of Zorlu Energy in Turkey, started full - capacity electricity production. Two power 
plants with an installed power of 80.3 MW, were realized with an investment of 100 million 
euros in the Bahedistrict of Osmaniye .
u Zorlu Energy which undersigns benchmark projects in local and renewable energy fields, 
voluntarily participated in the BIST Sustainability Index of Istanbul Stock Exchange (BIST) 
for the November 2016 ïOctober 2017 period.
u Zorluteks R&D Center was established.
u Zorlu Energy Natural Gas Group, which provides gas distribution services in Trakya and 
Gaziantep regions through its subsidiary GAZDAķ, accomplished 10 years in this industry.
uZorlu Solar Enerji Tedarik ve Ticaret A.ķ. (Zorlu Solar Power Supply and Trade Inc.) was 
founded.
u Zorlu Center stages an activity which draws strong attention of all guests from all age 

groups by using the emojis which are used by all in both social media and in messaging 
platforms, and with this activity, it was given the Golden Awards at the ICSC Solal
Marketing Awards. 

u Zorlu Center receives ICSC the Best Shopping Center of Europe Award. 
u Zorlu Center receives 23 awards in marketing area in 2016.



2017

u Zorlu Solar became exclusive distributor of First Solar in 26 countries in line 
with the distributorship agreement it signed with First Solar.
uOur First Solar deal, Osmangazi purchase and our investments in Pakistan at 
the beginning of the year (one of them 100 MW and the other 200 MW, whose 
information is provided in the enclosed bulletin) will be added. Please find 
enclosed the bulletins, the agency may use them as it deems fit.
u At the IVth Istanbul Carbon Summit organized by the Sustainable Production 
and Consumption Association ( S¿rd¿r¿lebilir¦retimve T¿ketimDerneĵi- S¦T-
D), Zorlu Enerji received ñLow Carbon Heroò award with its corporate social 
responsibility project named ñour energy for childrenò aimed at primary school 
students in different regions of Turkey.
u Zorlu Enerjiôscorporate social responsibility project ñOur Energy for Childrenò 
was also given an award in the corporate responsibility category at the Best 
Business Awards, which is among the most reputable awards in the United 
Kingdom. 
u Zorlu Center receives the Honor Award at ICSC VIVA Best of Best 

competition. 
u Zorlu Center received 6 awards in marketing area as of the second quarter of 

2017. 
u Electric taxis starts running at Zorlu Center as the first among the shopping 

centers across Turkey. 
u The website of Korteks received the Award of Distinction which is given to 

the companies that supersede the standards in terms of quality and 
achievement in the "Manufacturing" category in Communicator Awards which 
is the most prestigious international awards platform held by the Academy of 
Interactive and Visual Arts (AIVA) for 23rd time this year. 
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