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$ the twentieth century closes,

Turkey plays an increasingly vis-

ible role on the world stage.

With her large and rapidly grow-

ing population, she may join and
powerfully influence the European
Community. Yet in the earlier part of
the cenfury, it was an open question
whether any such country would come
into existence: whether an independent
Turkish nation would emerge In amy
part of the dving Ottoman Empire, the
Muslim sultanate that had ruled the
Arabk and Turkish-speaking Middle
East for centuries.

Should the Turks be granted a coun
try of their own? And if s0, where?
These guestions were seriously consid-
ered by British prime minister Dinvid
Lioyd George, whos¢ preeminence in
Allied councils with regard (o such
matters was due to Britains leading
role in the wartime conguesi of the
reghon—and (o the fact that 3 million-
man British army was still in place
there when the armistice halted the
First World War in late 1918

Most of the Turks of the (Mtoman
Empire lhwed in Anatolia. sometimes
called Asia Minor, which corresponds
roughly to present-day Turkey. (The
other large Turkish-speaking popula
tion in the region was ruled by the
Russian Empire and also sought inde-
pendence—unsuccessfully—in  the
years after the overthrow of the car in
1917.) Large numbers of Greehs and
Armenians lived in Anatolia, too, as did
Kurds, Jews, and others. The Arme
nians. their historic homeland parti-
tioned between the (ttoman sultan and
the Russian czar, lost about hall their
population in the massacres and forced
deportations of 1915, The Greeks, how-
ever, retained a strong position based
around the coastal metropolis of Soayr
na (now fzmir), which had been a cen-
ter of ancient Greek civilization

Lioyd George, who presided over a
coalition government of Liberals and
Tories, was strongly anti-Turkish and
heir to the Liberal foreign-policy tradi-
tion supporting Christian Greece
agadrst the Mushim Turks. The Arme-
nians were Christians, too, and in the-
ory equally deserving of support, but
they were in & difficult situation-—out-
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numbered, and wedged between hostile
Turks and Russians—so he pushed
onto the Americans the burden of pro-
tecting and possibly governing them, a
burden later rejected by the U5, Sen-
ate. For his own country, Liovd George
reserved the role of sponsoring claims
to less perilous areas of Anatolia.
Several of the Allies asserted claims.
The United States. which had not been
at war with the Ottoman Empire and
was technically an associaled power
rather than an ally, asked for nothing,
and czanst Russia no longer existed:
but France and, even more 50, Italy and
Greece harbored territonial ambitions
in Anatolia, some of which wartime
Britain had pledged to support.

n the spring of 1919, Italy angered

the other Allies by moving unilater-

ally W occupy pownts she  coveted

along the Anatolian coast: first An-

talva and then Marmaris. Fearing
that Smyma would be next, the other
Allies deputized the nearby Greeks to
occupy the city and its environs unfil
the Allies could consider to whom
Smyma would be awarded. Although
the Greek occupation was supposed 1o
be temporary, in practice it decided the
issue in favor of Greece.

The landing of the Greek forces ig-
nited spontanecus resistance in Tur-
key. Ex-Ottoman soldiers took back the
weapons they had Ld down under the
terms of the armistice. Nol until the
summer of 1920 did Britain and
France. with a reluctant Italy in Low,
reach an agreement on the peace terms
i be imposed on the (Mtoman Empire.
By then, as War Minister Winston
Churchill had warned Lioyd George all
abong. the large British conscript army
had been demobilized and Britsin had
lost the troops to enforce her lerms.
When even the tame Ottoman sultan,
living in Constantinople in the shadow
of the British fleet's guns. balked at
signing the crushing treaty, the Allies
were obliged 1o wk the Greeks to send
troops to the city, In exchange, the
Greeks were allowed to press an offen
sive deep into Turkey. The many-
pronged Greek offensive launched in
June 1920 overwhelmed resistance 1o
the treaty at the sultan’s court.

The treaty was signed ol the subur-
han French city of Sevres, outside Par-

5, on August [0, 1920, Designed to
satisfy not only Greece and the other
Allies but also the Kurdish minority
and the much-martyred Armenians, it
was understandably anathema to the
Turks. It partitioned Asa Minor, which
the Turks claimed entirely for them.
sebves, awarding independence in the
nirtheast to the Armenians and auton-
omy in the east to the Kurds, and in
the west giving Smymna and its hinter-
land to the Greeks to administer with
the plan of incorporating it into the
kingdom of Greece. The south was to
be diaded into French and Italian eco-
nomic xones. The Straits of the Darda-
nelles were to be placed under an inter-
national regime, while Constantinople
was to be held hostage for the good
hehavior of the sultan in such matters
as the treatment of minonties, Even in
what remamned to themn of Anatolia, the
Turks would not have full indepen-
dence: their public finances were
placed under European control.

Since only Greece still had the mili-
tary resources available to enforce the
treaty, Sevres set the stage for a final
duel between the two combatants still
standing on the field of hattle: the tri-
umphant Grecks, hased on the coast.
and the dissident remnants of the (tto-
man Turkish Army, who were gather-
ing on the plateau of the interior,

It was to be a duel not merey of hwo
armies but of two powerfully attractive
visions: a reborn Hellenism and 3 new
Turkish nationalism. The modern
Greeks had for decades been reclaiming
their past, harking hack to their great-
ness in the ancient world. In pursuit of
this vision, they took back one after
another of the historic Hellenic lands
from the Ottoman Empire during the
nineteenth and early twentieth centu-
ries. Classical Greece had not been a
country but a collection of city-states,
and its real frontier was nol political
but cultural—its language and crviliza-
tion. The coast of Asia Minor was part
of it, Seftled by Greeks thousands of
years ago, the coast and its offshore
islands had emerged in the seventh and
sixth centuries B as the flourishing
center of Creek civilization—the Land
of Homer; of the philosophers Pythago-
ras and Thales; of Hippocrates, the fa-
ther of medicine; and of Herodotus, the
father of history.

Eleuthénos Venizélos, the charis-
matic pro-Ally Greek prime minister
who returned to power toward the end
of World War 1, was a foremos! expo-
nent of a Hellenic renaissance in Asia
Minor. With his forceful personality, he
developed an almost mesmenc hold
over the imaginations of American,
British, and French leaders at the Paris
peace conference and won them over to
the Greek cause. When he fell from
power soon after the Treaty of Sevres,
pro-German politicians returned from
exibe 1o replace him, and the pro-Ger-
man King Constantine reclaimed the
throne. Together, they set out to prove
they were equally capable of achieving
the Hellenic dream. Unlike Venizélos,
herwever, they could nol command Al-
lied support: their return to power thus
prived a gift to their Turkish opponent,
General Mustafa Kemal (better known
today as Ataturk, “Father of Turks,” a
mame he acguired in 1937).

Hemal's program for Asia Minor was
largely his own brand of narrowly de-
fined Turkish nationalism, A lean,
tough, hard-living, hard-drinking offi-
cer in his late thirties, he had won fame
as the victor at Gallipoli (1915) and had
been the outstanding general on the
Turkash side of the world war, Though
he had been an early activist in the
Young Turkey party that had ruled the
Ottoman Empire since just before the
war, he disagreed with its leaders: He
thought them mistaken in bringing
Turkey into the war on Germany's side;
thought the empire a source of weak-
rvess rather than strength to the Turks
of Anatodia; was opposed to having a
state religion; and wanted Turks 1o be-
come more like Europeans.

Kemal's chance had come in 1919,
just after the war, when a friend in the
war mimstry gol him an appointment
from the sultan to serve as inspeclor
general, with wide ranging powers to
go oul inlo the anarchic countryside
and restore order, Taking full advan-
tage of his appointment. Kemal -
sumed command of (Mtoman forces in
the mterior, Among the diverse groups
responding to his appeal were Muslim
mullahs crusading against the Greek
Christians, and underground cadres of
militant Young Turks whe dreamed of
multinational empire cver much of the
Middle East. In rallying behind him,
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next to shift to a pro-Turkish policy
whien Venizelos fell and Constantine re-
turned Lo the Greek throne. ltaly and
France then began negotiating to sup-
ply arms and other aid to Nationalist
Turkey, though whether they actually
did 30 remains disputed.

Even Great Britain fell obliged to
madify her position and join France in
a limited economic blockade of Greece
to protest the return of the pro-Ger-

The 1920 Treaty of Sivres would hare divided Ottaman Tarkey lato @ checker-
bourd of independent states, spheres of influence, and regions placed under divect
forvign rontrol. Bul unly Crevce had suficient military peescnce in Analolia te
rmborce ify provivons. Meamwhile. Kimal retablished o provisvions! gorvraimvat

and st aboul fo expel the intreders.

man King Constantine, who was sur-
rounded by such other warlime ene-
mies of the Allies as the politician Di-
mitrios Gounaris. The British prime
minister remained prepared to back
Greece, but other members of the gov-
ernment felt otherwise, so Lloyd
George was unable to offer Greece
maore than moral support.

Between the summer of 1920, when
the Allies imposed the Treaty of Sevres
on & prostrate Turkey. and the winter
of 1921, the situstion was therefore en-
tirely transformed. Indeed the reversal
was g0 complete and so swilft that it has
few if any parallels in modern history.
The Allies were now officially neutral
with regard (o the treaty that they
thernselves had conceived. written, and
imposed a mere six months earlier.

Would Greece. abandoned by the Al-
lies, try anyway to singlehandedly en-
force the terms of the treaty? Constan-
tine’s ministers felt they had little
choice but to do so. In terms of domes-
tic politics, i was impossible for the
new Greek government to withdrne

from Asia Minor. A second oplion, rec-
ommended by Venizelos, was to dig in,
holding the territories awarded to
Greece al Sevres and adopting a defen-
have been politically unpopuler and
would have committed Creece to the
cconomic strain of maintaining a sub-
stantial military presence in Asia Minor
indefinitely—for Kemal showed no dis-
position to oblige the Greeks by de-
scending from the Anstolian plateau
anylime soon Lo attack them.

Constantine’s government thus opt-
ed to launch 3 quick knockoutl blow
against the Hemalists. Since Kemal's
forces would not descend to the coastal
plain, the Greeks would come up the
plateau after them and pursue them
into the intervor with the aim of bring-
ing them to hattle. The Greeks, with
roughly 120,000 troops against Kemal's
approximately 30,000, were confident
that they would prevail. Lioyd Ceorge
encouraged them to proceed.

They launched their attack on March
23, 1921, and despite Guilty stafl work



This map shows the progress of the war
im Tarkeg. In 1821, & Croek sffensive
swept inland, Kemal withdrasing to
within 50 miles of Angore—ivdag's An-
baru. The Grevits reached the summit of
the Chal Doy ridge in Seplember but
cowld gu me farther. They retreated fo-
ward Sougrna. The mext gear Kemal
launched a counteraffensice, which
o 113 Blowdy a2

clent port, He fimally faced down British
forces ot Chanak, scroes the Nellrapont
from Callipoli, bul mel & shot was Breod.

and stifl opposition succeeded in mow-
ing up along difficult ground toward

I-Iemudﬂutuh:whﬂmﬂw

The Campaigns of 1921-22

---Tu'llhh

’Hmmnmmw

s Greek offensive of 1921 &
counteroffensive

the rough terrain, he “began to reali

on how narrow a margin the Grecks
had gambled for a military decision in
Anatolia, and hew adverse were the cir-

themselves with no option but to
launch their crusade, and Lloyd
George’s fortunes rode with them. His
secrelary and mistress iwhom he later
married) noted in her diary that he

has had a great fight in the Cabi-
net to back the Greeks (not in the

field but morally) and he and Bal-
four are the only pro-Greeks
there. ... [He| has got his way,
but he s much afraid lest the
Greck attack should be & failure,
and he should have proved to have
been wrong. He says his political
reputation depends a great deal on
what happens in Asia Minor. . . .
I1)f the Greeks succeed the Treaty
of Versailles is vindicated, and the
Torkish rule is at an end. A new
Greek Empire will be founded,
friendly to Britain, and it will help
all our interests in the East, . ..

On July 10, 1921, the Greek army
launched a brilliant three-pronged at-
tack. Greek commanders had learned
from their earlier mistakes and did not
repeat them, The offensive was

sessdon and proposed a Roman oourse
of action: that the delegates elect him
dictator for three months; should he
fail as supreme commuander, the blame
would fall entirely on him. The propos-
al appealed both to those who believed
i victory and to those who were oer

the Sakarya Kiver. In the time avadlable
to him, he requisitioned resources
from the entire population, comman-

they did not intend Lo push much be-
yond that, The Greek commuanders be-
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ridge called Chal Dag.

August

The Greeks were poised to seize vic-
tory, and the Turks were on the verge

on
the

retreat; but both armies were too

toward  exhausted to move. A curious calm de-
from  scended on the battlefield. What be-

of

g

to  came clear only gradually in the days
The fierce combat  that followed was that Kemal's strategy



had succeeded: He had lured the
Greeks into overextending their supply
lines, which had been disrupted by his
cavalry raids. For days the bone-weary,
hungry. thirsty Greeks at the front had
been deprived of food and ammunition;
they had kept going on sheer courage.
Now they could no longer go on.

It was one of those astonishing mo-
ments when the truth becomes visible.
Both the tactical victory and the strate-
gic defeat of the Greek army could be

seen at a glance: Greek troops dominat -
ed the field of battle from Chal Dag: vet
their position was one in which soldiers
never want to find themselves—ia-
tigued, bereft of supplies. and deep in-
side enermy territory.

The Turks were exhausted, too, and
down to their last supplies of ammuni-
tion; they were also badly demoralized
after losing Chal Dag. Yet Kemal held
off from retreating. semsing that if he
could hold firm long enough, the ather

side would retreat first. Neither army
could go on fighting for more than a
few days, 10 it came down to 3 contest
of wills in which the Turks held the
advantage as soon as the Greeks began
1o realize the peril of their pasition.
On September 8, after nearly 3 week
of calm, Kemal took all of his remain-
ing ammunition and threw it into one
Last attack By September 11, unable to
continue fighting. the Greek troops at
the front finally received the order to

F



retreal. They descended from the
heights that they had won with so
much bloodshed and, unhindered by
the Turks, crossed back over the Sakar-
ya River, retreating to Eskisehir, where
they had started their march a month
before. The campaign was over.

Between the summer of 1921 and
the summer of 1922, a lull prevailed
in the Greco-Turkish War. During this
time Kernal gathered arms and supplies
to launch an attack; Greek prime min-
ister Gounaris and his foreign minister
Jourmneyed west to seek aid from the
Allies. They were met with little sympa-
thy. In London they sal in the ambasss-
dors” waiting room at the Foreign Of-
fice. hat in hand, hoping Foreign Sec-
retary Lord Curzon would somehow
solve their problems. They called upon
the prime minister, too; but Lioyd
George told them, “Personally 1 am a
friend of Greece, but ... all my col-
leagues are against me. And | cannot be
of any use to you.” He urged them Lo
fight on nonetheless, in hopes that
things would change for the better. In
the spring of 1922 he told Venizélos,
wha had come to see him in the House
of Commons, thal when Constantine
eventually disappeared from the scene,
public opinion in the Allied countries
would swing back toward support of
Greece. “Meanwhile Greece must stick
to her policy,” he suid.

Lioyd George found himsell increas-
ingly isolated, even within his own gov.

to the rescue of Lloyd George's policy
and told the Cabinet in September,

The line of deep waler separaling
Asia from Europe was a line of
great significance, and we must
make thal line secure by every
means within our power. Il the
Turks take the Gallipoli Peninsula
and Constantinople, we shall have
lost the whole fruits of our victory,

By mid-September 1922, the last
Greek troops had been evacuated and a
direct armed clash between Britain and
Turkey seerned imminent. The Cabinet

ernment, and the forelgn secretary
took effective control of efforts to re-
sobve the crisis. In collaboration with
the Allies. he sought an sccommada-
tion with Nationalist Turkey.

Fearing that the Allies were about to
betray him that summer, King Con-
stantine withdrew a vital force of three
regiments and two battalions from the
Greek army in Anatolia. where they had
been standing guard against the Turks,

Greek defensive lines there. Secretly
massing his forces, he launched an at-
tack on the southern front at dawn on
August 26. Following two days of fierce
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fighting. the Greeks were forced to re-
treat in disorder.

Greece hastily assernbled a fleet to
evacuate her army. Hacing the coming
September rains and the advancing.
vengeful Turkish army, soldiers all
along the coast thronged toward the
ships, traversing a countryside in
which perhaps a million peophe had
been left homeless. The ancient Greek
community of Asia Minor was seized
with dread. The archbishop of Smyma
wrote to Veniztlos on September 7 that
“Hellenism in Asia Minor, the Greek
stale and the entire Greek Nation are
descending now 1o a Hell from which
no power will be able Lo raise them up
and save them. . . . It is a real guestion
whether when Your Excellency reads

alive, destined as we are forr gacTi-
fice and martyrdom.” He ended with an
appeal for help.

Appeals were in vain, Venizélos was
powerless 1o give aid, and two days
later the archbishop was senl o the
martyred death he had foreseen: A mob
of Muslims tortured him to death.

Since the beginning of the war,
atrocities between the Muslim and
Christian communities had escalsted.
When the Greek army first
Seyrma in 1919, soldiers had butch-
ered wrarmed Turks.

E

by the Turks, he noliced that the
houses had been burned to the ground

George's signature, a telegram inform-
ing the Dominions of the British deci-
tion to defend the neutral one in Tur-
key and asking for their military aid.
Shortly before midnight the telegram,
in code, was sent to each of the Domin-
ion prime ministers.

The Cabinet also decided that the
public should be informed of the seri-
ousness of the situation. and to this
end Churchill and Liowd George pre-
pared a press release on September 16
that appeared in that evening's newspa-
pers. It expressed the government's de-
sire for a peace conference with Tur-
key, but said none could convene under



the gun of Turkish threals. It expressed
fear that if comparatively weak Musiim
Turkey could be seen to have inflicted a
major defeat on the Allies, the rest of
the Muslim world would be encouraged
to throw off colonial rule. The commau-
France, Italy, and the Dominions re-
garding joint military action fo avert
the Kemalist threat.

The belligerent tone of the statement
alarmed the British public and also
caused alarm abroad. Furious that the
British government appeared lo be
speaking for him, French premiber Ray-
mond Poincaré ordered his troops
withdrawn from the front line of the
neutral zone: the lalians followed
forthwith, leaving the British forces to
face the enemy alone.

The Dominion prime ministers also
were olfended. The communigué was
published in Canadian, Australian, and
New Zealand newspapers before the
prime ministers had time to decode the
cables they had received. which led
them to think Churchill and Llowd
George were trying to rush them into
something without giving Lthem time lo
think. British Dominions had never re-
fused to follow the mother country info
war, meﬂmmm

On September 22, Lloyd Gmllt
asked Churchill to chair a Cabinet
committee to oversee military move-
ments in Turkey. Churchill's brilliant
riend F.E. Smith, now Lord Birken-
head and serving as Jord chancellor,
had been eritical of Churchill for
changing to an anti-Turkish position,
Mﬂﬁﬂﬂdwhw
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The British press, however, contin-
wed its campaign against the war, and
public protests were held. Labor-union
delegates wenl to Downing Street Lo
deliver their protest to the prime min-
fster personally.

Lord Curzon crossed over Lo Paris Lo
concert a strategy with the Allies. On
September 23 he finally agreed with
France and Italy on a common pro-
gram that yielded to all of Kemal's de-

mands—FEastern Thrace, Constantino-
ple, and the Strails—so long as it could

armies confronted each other at
Chanak (today's Canakkale), a town on
the Asiatic side of the Straits from
which tours now depart for the ruins of
Troy. The French and Italian contin-
gents having retired to their tents, a
small English contingent stood guard
behind barbed wire, with orders not to
fire unless fired upon,

nce again Kemal demonstrated

an ability to unnerve the other

side at the psychologically right

moment. The first of his troops

adhvanced to the British line on
September 23 but did not open fire:
they stood their ground. A few days
later more Turkish troops arrived. By
the end of September, there were 4,500
in the neutral zone, talking through
the barbed wire to the British and hobd-
ing their rifles butl-forward to show
that they would not be the first to fire.
It was an eerie confrontation. On Sep-
tember 29, British Intelligence report-
ed to the Cabinet that Kemal, pushed
on by Soviet Russia, planned to attack
the next day. The false report was be-
lieved. With the Cabinet’s approval, En-
gland’s military chiefs drafted a stern
whtimatum for the local British com-
mander to deliver to Kermal, threaten-
ing to open fire.

The local British commander did not
deliver the ultimatum, Instead he
reached an agreement with Kemal to
negotiale an armistice—and 3o
brought the criss to an end. For many
reasons—including fear of what Lioyd
George and Churchill might do—Ke-
mal accepted 3 formulas that allowed
the Allies to save face by postponing
Turkey's occupation of some of the ter-
ritories she was eventually to occupy.

Had Hemal invaded Europe, it would
have meant war. The belligerent pos-
ture of the British leaders appeared to
have stopped him. Given the actual
weakness of their position, this repre-
sented a brilliant triumph for Lloyd
George and Churchill. (The Brimh

m.mwm it in
Ihhllju'. ﬂuhuiwlmhche
lieved to be a victory, Lioyd George

decided to call a snap election—and as
a resull the Tories left his Coalition and
brought down his government. The
subsequent election was a disaster for
him, and he never held office again.)

After much difficult bargaining. an
armistice was worked out at the coastal
town of Mudanya on the moming of
October 11. It was to go into effect at
midnight October 14, Significant tssues
were left unresolved, but consideration
of them was postponed until 3 peace
conférence that conchuded at Lausanne
the following year. Essentially Ke-
mal was able o obtain the terms
that e had abways demanded: an inde-
pendent Turkish nation-state to be -
tablished in Anatolia and Eastern
Thrace. Before long. Kemals Turkey
took physical possession of Constanti-
nople, the Straits, and Exstern Thrace
from the departing Alies.

In Greece and Turkey, vanquished
and wictor reaped the respective re-
wards of failure and success. A military
revolt swiftly overthrew Constantine,
who was sent into exile. Counaris and
other ex-ministers of the deposed mon-
arch were court-martialed and comvict-
ed of high treason. Gounaris and five
others were executed by firing squads.

Constantine and his ministers had
committed no crime in the ordinary
sense. They had done something worse:
They had brought sboul a historic ¢a-
tastrophe for their nation. Greek influ-
ence in Asia Minor, after thousands of
years of existence, had been lost forever
in the sutumn of 1922 by the govern-
ment of King Constantine.

As Grecks departed those shores,
Turks began the task of creating & new
country 1o the design of Mustafy Ke-
mal. Victory soon brought Kemal
something close to absolute power in
his domains, He abolished the sultan-
ate, the caliphate, and the empire;
brought in the Western alphabet and
Western dress; imposed a secular na-
tion-state on & population that found
such notions alien: and set his people
on & road intended to lead them into
the European community.

DAVID FROMKIN is the suthor of A Peace fo
End A Poace: Croating the Modern Midkile
Eand, [903-152E to be published this summer
by Hersry Holt in the United States and André
Deutsch in Grest Britain,



Chapter 3

The Turkish War ﬂf independej Ce | 19 9-1922]

2noi Tayyare BGIGGE ined up at Gaziemir in October 1922, The line-up consists of Nieupor fighters mp:umd &t the field, Breguet

144-25 aiso caplured, French Breguel 148-2s, caplurad DRSS and a Spad X1 (Phata, TwAFR)
Pfatz DLE Gotha WIDH3

Albatros B.ECUCHVDIND.Va/C. XV SAMLIAviatik B.1

DFW CV Spad X

Rumpler C.AVICVI Nieuport 172427

Avro 504K LViG C.VIC.V

Flat -2 Halberstadt DY

[re Havilland DHY AEG C.IV

Breguet 14 A-2/B-2 Fokker DDAV

After the signing of the armistice at Moudros on Oclober 1, 1918 the viclorious Allies could start their plan of breaking up the former
Oitoman Empire.

Zones of “interest” went to France, Haly and Britain and larger areas were designaled homelands for Armenians, Kurds and Pontian
Greeks. Miitary forces were prohibited in the small Turkish state and only a token gendarmerie force under foreign officers was fo
be set up. No military aircraft were allowed and the 45 aircraft which had swrvived the war were stored at Mallepe south of Istanbul
The pacifed Otioman governmant allowed thes 1o be implemeanied untll a Greek Army (with British consent) landed at 1zmir in Asia
Minor (Anatodia) on May 15, 1913

Lintil then, & Turkish Amy in Eastern Turkey had continusd 1o oparate and ese 1orces were now 1o provide e nucleus of resistance.
During 1920 Gazi Mustafa Kemal, of 15t World War fame, organised forces against the Greeks and on June 13, 1820 the “Kuvaiye
Havaiye Sohesr (The Air Force branch) was established a1 Eskisehir. Four recoe and thirteen fighter aircral, of which onfy two were
really usable, were concentrated at Konya and soon the first two fighfing units were formed: 1nci Tayyare BogU (1t aircraft com-
pany} at Eskizehis with one Alhatros DN, one ARatres DV, one Plalz DI, ane DFW CV and a Rumplar CIV, and 2nei Tayyare
Baingu at Usak with two Albatroes DU, one Pfaiz O.Hl and an AEG C.IV.

The 15nch Tayyare BoINga at Erzurum was aflocated to the forces in the eas! fighting an Armenian Army 2nd had only one Afbatros
C.1 airworttyy. All the aircraft were in a dubicus state of serviceability, but were used anyway for vital reconnaissance missions. In
midd 1921 due to changing foriunes of war, the fron! gradually moved east and by August 1nc Tayyare Baigi - leaving behind its two
reconnalssance machines, soma of its personnel and equipment with the 2na Tayyare BOIGHG - moved w0 Ankara along with the HG
Directorate of the Air Force, Znci Tayyars BEOGH was ordered to Malkdy airfisk, 45 km west of Ankara, Nearty, the crucial batiie of
“Sakarya” took place betwean August 23 and Seplember 17. Of the old eguipment onfy one Albatros D11 remained, but two Tormer
Greek aircraft, 3 DHS and a Breguet 14A-2, caplured on the eve of the battle were pressed into service. These aircratt flew fourly
missions in elghteen days durng the battle which resulted in a miajor Gresk defeat.

Im a treaty with Russia on Ocleber 13, 1921 the eastemn border of Turkey was secured and a week later a treaty with France fized the
south-aastern border. By then lalian troops had already pulled out of their “area of interess.

Durng the build up of forces in late 1921 and early 1922 the aviabion forces were recrganised on July 5, 1922 into a new "Kuvaiye
Havaiye MOMettislgi™ (A Force inspaciorate) at Kanya. Ten Breguet 14B8-28 were handed over in May from the French forees in Syria
and twenty Spad Xilis wers procured from the Ralian forces through the Italian fighter ace Baracching. Furthermore, in July 1921 the
Mawy Flying Sendice had been re-astabiished with Fve Gotha WD13s smuggied out of Meir storing place in istanbul and transported
o Annasra on the Black Sea coast.

Whan the re-equipped Turkish Army concentrated for its decisive battle (the "Baskumandanlik™ batlie} near Afyon on Auqust 268,
1522 the Air Force had the following units availtable: the Aircrafl Workshops at Konya with seventeen Spad Xlils (being outfitied with
machineguns), four Breguet 148-25 with faully engines and one Fial R-2 being rebuild after @ crash: the Flying School 2t Adana with
one Soceta Asronautica Meccanica Lombarda (SAML) built Aviatik B.1 and one Albatros DuH; the “Frontal Aircraft Company™ at Gay
with three Spad Xilis, six Breguet 148-2s and 3 DHE; and the Seaplane Company al Amasra with three Gatha WiD13s

During the subsequent fourieen day campaign against the Greek Amy, the Turkish Aviation Commander Major Fazil shot down a
Grass Bregust 14,

‘When the Turkish forces captured the main Greek airfield at Gaziemir {Paradiso) near izmir on Seplember 25, a “Tayyare Grubu
Kumandanhgi® {Aircraft Group Command) was esiablished there under Major Farzil. Three aircraft companies were formed with all
available afrcraft, including the twenty-ona atreraft plus ten rafway cars of spares capiured from the Greeks.
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‘With these forces availabie the confident Turkish Army entared the Dardansiles Canal Zone in ate Seplember. British intelligence
then estimated the Turks to have 60 active fighting aireraft whereas the actual number was in fact nineteen,

Cn July 24, 1923 the peace freaty of Lausanne was signed giving the new Turkish national Republic ali of Asia Minor {Anatolia) and
the part of Trakya {Trace) in Europe which was Turkish before the war. Turkey promised not to fortify the Straits of the Dardanelies.
At last Turkey had obtained peace after having been at war continucusly since 1912

A madest beginning. The 1nci Tayyare BHIGE atf Eskigehir January 20, 1824, To the left an AEG C.IV and o the
right an Albatros DU (Photo: TuadF)

MAJOR BATTLES OF THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE
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German Aircraft Stored at Park Pasa

Quantity: -9 - Service Period: 1918 -

serial drd unitidate remarks

LG CW (1)

4569, 760017 oct1g 15.TyBlioct18 stored at Maltepe

Albatros D.Va (2)

74089 ccl18 ransporied 1o Konya, used in Independance war
7445 oct1g fransported to Konya, used in Independence war
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Rumpler €.V {1)

T956MT aclls transportad to Konya, used In Indepandance war
DFW C.V (1)

4480/18 aet18 transporiad to Konya, used in Independence war
Pfalz D.0I (4)

1358M18 oct18 transported to Konya, used in Independence war
1359138 oct1d

1362/18 oct1g

136318 oct18

................ m .. e : . o

A DFW C.V {serial 4480/18} was among the four recoe and thifeen fghter aircraft salvaged
at the Konya Aircraff Depof in 1920 i was made fiyable by using egg-white, aheep knucikle
gelatine, potalo axin starch and various tree gums as dope for itz new covenng. It senved with
1nci Tayyare BOGGH unti force landing Avgust 29, 1520, {Phato; TUAF)

Aircraft Stored at Maltepe

Quantity: - 45 - Service Period: 1920

CF 61 gircraft presend 3t Yegikdy, in November 1918, 45 suitable aircrafl were fransferred 1o a new Mallepe Air Stafion on the Asian
side of the Bosporus. The sumviving aircraft were subsequently seized by British troops on July 17, 1520, Their eventual fate is un-
krown.

=erial BX did remarks

Albatros B (T, transferred 3)

Al4A5MTHE engineless, abandoned at Yesilkiy

A3 578 dual-command, enginaiass

A1E 281 dual-cornmand, enginalass

A2

Albatros C.UNE (8, ransferred 5)

AKAED/AD abandoned at Yesiikay
TI7 cl

AKE 191

AK3D G676 ey 1. TyBl

AK4Z 522 ex 1. TyBl

ARG 512 ex 1.TyBl

Albatros DUl (14, transferred 13)

AKDE 1736

AKDM2 1770 engineless

ARD13 1717 engineless

AKD1S 1723 engineless

ARDAT 1719 engineless

AKD18 1762 engineless

ARD20 1760 engineless

ARD2 1756 engineless

ARD25 1735

AKD2E 17494 abandoned at Yesilkoy, ex 2 Tyl

AKLDA0 1748

AL 1T

ARD32 1754

? 1783
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in fafe 1920 hwo Fiaf R-23 were oblained in ltafy by a Turkish A total of four DHSs were capfured from the Greek Navy. The
businessman. Named "Erzuvumiy Nafiz 1 and 27 after him, first was laken on charge by 2nci Tayyare BOlgd on August 23,

thay enferad service with 2nel Tayyare BEILGU in eary 1921, 1024 with the nama Vemel” named affer the Turkish west front
They boith force landed on succesaive days (August, 14 and 15 covmmanding general. i served fafthully untd it was relired in
1921}, just before the crucial Sakarya baffle. Onfy EN.2 was lafe 1924, {Photo: TUAE)
repaited, buf was never used operalionally again.

(Phata; TUAF)
sefial ax did remarks

Halherstadt D.V {10, transferred 9)
HKA 261

HE4 268
HEKS 484
HE21 447
HE22 498
HK.26 502
HK28 517
HE3 514
? 227
G 229
AEG C.IV {7, transfermed 8)
? 66T
? 5671
7 5672
? 5673
? B6E3
? 624
? BRER

Fokker Dul (5, transfermed 1)
FD1, 4. 6.7

FD& 241
Fokker DLVI{T, translerred 6}
FDa 57449
FD10 54980
FDi1 5806
FOi2 5002
FD13 5450
FD4 5081
FD15 5935
Nieuport 17 {2

K1

K2

VG CIV 1)

? 4560

Plaiz Dl 135918 was flown by piot
Veaeihi during the frst baltfes in 1920
Four alrcralt had been found af the
Konya Daepot and two were repained.
OF the four crewmembers on the left,
oty ohe siivived the wayr, One of the
Piaiz was writhern off in June 1820, the
ciher on August 31, (Phaio: TUAF)

abandoned at Yegilkiy

engineless
engineless

engineless

engineless
engineless
engingless
engineless
engineless
engineless
engineless, abandoned al Yegiinoy

abandoned at Yesilkdy

abandoned at Yesikiy

engineless
engineless

3
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Aircraft Used In Anatolia In 1920
Quantity: - 28 - Service Period: 1920 - 1922

Ajreraft at Konyva Air Station April 1920 (ex 348 TvBi
{Four recoe and thirieen fighter alrcraft: Two fivable, nine repairable, sbx derelict)

Wit dale TEMAkKS
Allsatros O Va 7445117 nal repairalibe
Albatres DVa TA09M7 not repairable
5 Albatros D8 173 25mar21 crashed
] Albatros D6 1767 engineless
T Albalros DN T2 anginelass
g Albatros DE 1726 engineless
] Albatros g 1787 2. TyBljun20, 1. TvBlimar2 1 Mamed “tzmir” and “§2"
Schoollaug22 sep22 wa
" AEGCIV 568 angineless
12 AEGC W 4371 4 TyBlmay2d, 2 TyBRjun2d,
1. TyBljan21 1929 wilk, unrepairable
13 AEG Y 5581 engineless
14 AEGCI BETD sapid crashed Beygehir
DFNCW 448018 1 TyBlaug2D 2%augd0 ws afier force fanding
Rumgler C.I1YV TE56MT 1. TyBlaug20 05sep2) ws after force kanding
Flalz DI 1358118 4. TyBUmay20, 2.TyBi un20 ws
Flalz DN 1350/18 1 TyBlaug20 3aug2d damaged beyond repsic
Pfalz DI 136218
Falz 0. 7404 1. TyBlfaug20 10jan21 force landing, ws
Alrcraft in Eastern Turkey:
15 Amy Corps {(Erzunam)
seral  Type ax unitdate wiy date [BMATKS
ARAS Albalres CIH 543 aug2i ws
AKTS  Albatros C 16 540 augai ws

Farman F30 {4}, ane Parasol :ﬁ] Nleupm fagh ier ﬁ.‘l ail unrepalrahle

i wii dale  TRMakS
B AEG GV 5aaT sepll engineless, o Ankara, wiu
4 Allxatnces DR 1728 sapdl 1o Ankara
7 Albatros D 1H 1733 sepi2i not repairable

HKY  Hafherstadi DV 503 15 TyBlidec2)
HKZ3  Hafherstadi DV 496 15. TyBlidec20
HKZ2 Haberstadt DV 495 sep?!  engineless, to Ankara, whi

HK25  Hafberstadi DV 500 _ engineless_wil

Albatroz D, 5.2 seen af Adana in 1922 Thres D.lils were Two Avro S04Ks were caplured from the Greeks, The first in

salvaged at Konva and 5.2 {Okuiy 21 sunvived all ifs operabional 1920 was not psed, bt fhe ofher (RAF senal HIY 31} captired
Mgtz wath fnci and 2nci Tayyare SOk wali # was fefagated i Sepdamber 1922 was empioyed a5 a rainer until { crashed
fo traiing with the arrival of the Spad X1 fighters, i was fnally an November 23, 1823, {Photo: TuAF)
retired in Ocober 1922, Photo: TAE)
Aircraft Obtained in 1920:
seral  Type unitidate wiu date remarks
Alhatros Ik TERI20 escaped from Maltepe, not used
Ao SO4K 2 TyBlisep2d zepdd ex Greek, captured Cay why, lack of spares
Ansaldo {Fial 300HPY 12dec2i, 2.TyBI Toaug2l marme "Erzurumiv Mafiz 17

Obstainedd in Italy by MrE Nafiz, damaged in forced landing on dalivary, Crashed, crew killed
Aircraft Obtained in 1921:

serial did unit'date wiu date remarks name
Fiat R2 (#60HP Fiat) Obtained in Htaly by Erzurumiu Nafiz
apr2t 1.2 TyBlH4augH augr2 force landed, whe “Erzurumiu Mafiz 2*
DHY Captured from Greek Navy
23aug21 2.7yBE 1924 wihu “izmet”
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Breguet 14A-2 Captured from Greek Army

Jsepzi  2TyBI IFjunz2 force landad, crew prisoners  “Sakarya”
Aircraft Obtained in 1922:
sarial did_unitidate wih date TEMarks name
SAML/Aviatik B.1 (100HP Fiaty Procured in italy
81 O7fab22 2.TyBi, Schoolfaug20 1924 413162, wiu “Karga”

Breguel 14B-2 {10) Gift fram French Govermment, delivered from Franch Army in Adana
mayz2 22julz2 shot down, crew kiked
“ mayd? 2.TyBi

Flus elght dediverad in May 1923

A single SAMLMAWallk 8. { wag ciained In italy in 1921 fo senve Alrcraft of the “Cephe BOIUGH” (From Company) fimed up at

it the reconnaissance roda, I proved unsulfabie and was e Aksehir bafore fhe Baskumandanik Baitta, in frord i the DHY
legated fo lraining. With the Turkish serial 51 and the name “Tsmet’, then four of the fer Bregueel 148-23 deivered by the

“Karga” I was used by the Flying School until withdrawn in lafe French.
{024 (Phalfo: TudF)
Gotha WD13 (5] Smuggled out MNM Depot in Istanbul n July 1821:
1EUNZ2 1.0zTyEl 022 s
jul22 1.0=TyEl TEdec22 crashed inlo sea
22 1.0zTyBI 1922 'z
juz2 1.0zTy8I may23 Wil
octz2 1.0:2TyEI friay 23 wiill

Spad X/ {200HP Hispana) (20)
Bought from by talian fighter pilet Baracchini (from stocks in Germany?)

? 1.TyBl “Setil Behget”
? 1.TyBl “Sehit Sirri
? 1.7yBi “Sahit Fohmi®
? 1.TyBl “Sehit Bahattin®
: 2 TyBi “Gehit Cemal”
1
Fourtean more werng u:bellvamd hut ondy wsed after the termination of e war.
Albatros C.XV (2}
Twenty-one obiained from agents in Germany {Denmark) h'ansporteu via Russa
julz2 1.TyBi2Raug22 1623 “inei Albatros”
julz2 1. TyBI2Baug22 1923 wru *anci Alhatros™
seral dfd unit/date wf_l.;_date remarks name
Breguet 144-2 (10) One shot down and captured, four captured at Afyon, and five at Gaziemir
2Eaug22 2. TyBl1sep22 shot down, faken into use “Garipge”
sep? 1.7yBI found at Afyon “174nci Alay”
sepd 1.Ty8l found at Afyon “Erzurumiv Nafiz 47
sep22 1.TvBd found at Afyon
sep22 1.TyBd found at Alyon
sepdl found at Gaziernir
sep2?2 found at Gaziemir
Sap22 found at Gaziemir
sepizl found at Gaziemir
sepd? found at Gaziemir
Spad X {2) found at Afyon in derelict condition
5ap22 found at Afyon, derelict
sepll found at Afyon, derelict
De Havilland DHS (3} ex Greek Navy captured at Paradiso/Gaziemir
sep22 2.TyBl found at Gaziemir “Ganirmes No.1*
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sep22 2 TyBl found at Gaziemir

sep22 2.TyBI found at Gaziemir
Mieuport 24/27 {1+2) ] flyable captured at Gaziemir, 2 wrecks at Usak
sepid 2.TyBl found at Gazienir “Ganimet No.3"
sepl2 2.TyBl Tound al Gazeemir “Ganimet No 4"
sep2? 2.TyEl found al Gaziemir “Ganimet No 5"
Ao 504K (1) Captured Trom Greek Army atl Gaziemir
HI730 ar 34 sep22 Schood 23nov23 crashed

F L .:- E 3 = 1_ ' im
s gl s e T o ,-f_f;_..-,n’-*#'wﬂi’i;“f'.e_':h" wer®

In &ay 1923 a Caprani C.5 bomber converied io Breda B. 1 standard landed near Edirne in European Turkey. On June 7, 1923 pilot
Vecihi fived the aircraft in a few days and flew it fo izmir. The aircraff was named "Veciii” but was soon grounded due fo a Jack of
spares. It was never taken info fhe inventory. {Pholo; www.igyyareci.com)

¥ i

In 1922 fwenty Spad Xz were bought in ltaly from money Ow August 26, Major Fazil the Commander of the Turkish Awia-
danated by Turks iiing In Germany. They amved in the harbor tiar forces shat down a Greek Breguet 4. it was repaired and
at Mersin in eany August and four were humedly ammed at the used by the Turkish forces. (FPhoto: TUAFR)
Depot af Konya and senf fo the fronl. The Spads served as
fighters and (hen traimers unll 1530 (Pholo: TuAF)
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PILOT FAZIL BEY - AN AVIATION HERO

Aviation is full of heroes, airmen who are credited with 5, 100 or even 200 air victories, pilots
who have killed themselves in the final act of destroying an enemy.
Others, spend years committed to their duties, forwarding aviation and protecting their nations
as well as possible.
The Turkish aviator Fazil is one of those last mentioned spending his young life in constant war
for 10 years only to be killed in a training accident after the war was over.

In January 1919 leading Turkish personalities and former government officials were arrested
by the British and deported to Malta. The Allies handed over a reorganization scheme for the
Turkish armed forces which comprised a force of 50,000 Gendarmes led by Allied officers; no
aircraft, armored cars or naval vessels were allowed. The final coup de grace was given
Turkish nationality when Greek forces were allowed to invade and landed by British warships
in the province of lzmir (Smyrna) on the 15th of May 1919. This event finally sparked
resistance amongst large sections of the Turkish population. Soon measures were taken -in
the fall of 1919- to establish a Turkish national state and to fight all foreign troops in Anatolia.
The founder of the modern Turkish state Mustafa Kemal Pasa was instrumental in this effort
and he emerged as leader of the new state.

Also in January 1919, Yesilkdy Station was seized by the British and all aircraft there taken
into custody and the personnel interned. Shortly after, the British started to occupy stations on
the Baghdad railway and other strategic locations. Any Turkish military equipment including
aircraft found was destroyed.

The first mention of Captain Fazil is in late 1919 when a new Ottoman foundation is created (to
circumvent the Allied prohibition on military flying) the “Turkish Air Transport Foundation”
under the Postal Ministry. Captain Fazil was present accompanied by 1.Lt. Sakir Hasim and
the civil pilots Fehmi, Mazlum and Vecihi. The idea was, like in Germany, to use some of the
aircraft stored at Maltepe for postal flights. This venture was overtaken by events, however.

In October 1919 British and Greek units took over the Yesilkdy field completely. Of 61 former
Ottoman Army Air Service aircraft present, 45 suitable aircraft were transferred later the same
month to a new Maltepe Air Station on the Asian side of Bosporus. The interned aviation
personnel were moved there as well and were to maintain the valuable equipment and do
some training.

A NEW ARMY AVIATION ORGANIZATION

Among the interned personnel there was a wish to join Mustafa Kemal’'s independence forces
and on March 16, 1920 two managed to escape. After this a larger scheme was planned
under the leadership of Fazil who was second in command of the station, together with other
pilot officers, civil pilots and a mechanic. Several aircraft clandestinely were made flyable and
fuelled. In the night of 6/7 June the four aircraft were started up, but one burned when fuel
caught fire and two crashed in the take off. Only one, flown by Lt.Hasim managed to get
airborne only to run out of fuel and crash land near Iznik. All the involved personnel, however,
managed to escape and make their way to Konya. The other aircraft at Maltepe were seized
by British troops on 17th of July 1920. Their eventual fate is unknown.

Meanwhile at Konya a provisional Air Station had been formed and with only a handful of
aircraft flyable the “Kartal Mifrezesi” (Eagle Detachment) was formed with Captain Fazil as its
Commander and civil pilot Vecihi as the next most experienced pilot. Shortly after the unit was
transferred to the front at Usak with one flyable Albatros D.lII fighter, a fortnight later an AEG
C.IV was added. The unit had a personnel of Fazil plus 4 other pilots. Skirmishes and soon a
battle was underway near Usak and Vecihi was in the air for the first time on August 15. During



the next 5 days 13 more flight were made by both Fazil and Vecihi during which Vecihi had an
inconclusive fight with a Greek aircraft. On August 20 Vecihi attacked an enemy HQ near
Demirci with 2 x 10kg bombs and machinegun fire and this was repeated the next day by both
Fazil and Vecihi. Nevertheless Usak had to be abandoned on the 29" and the AEG C.IV set on
fire so not to fall into the hands of the advancing Greeks. The Kartal Mifrezesi withdrew to
Afyon.

> ? - e
The Albatros D.III fighter in which Fazil flew most of his flights in 1920-21

Meanwhile on June 13, 1920 a new Army Aviation organization had been formed, the "Kuvaiye
Havaiye Slbesi" (The Air Force branch) at Eskisehir. After the withdrawal of the Kartal
Mifrezesi two fighting units were formed: 1nci Tayyare Bolugl (1st aircraft company) at
Eskisehir with one Albatros D.IIl, one Albatros D.V, one Pfalz D.Ill, one DFW C.V and a
Rumpler C.1V, and the Kartal Mifrezesi was renamed 2nci Tayyare Boligl at Afyon with two
Albatros D.III and one Pfalz D.lll under command of Capt. Fazil with two other pilots in its
complement. The 2nci Tayyare Béliigii was put under the command of the 23 Division at
Usak. Shortly after the 2nci Tayyare Béligi was moved to Eskisehir with its 3 fighter aircraft
and from here operations starts again on September 4". At this time a Greek Avro 504
emergency lands near Cine and the crew is captured. Fazil rushes to the scene, repairs the
aircraft and flies it to Afyon. Unfortunately the aircraft is from then on not flyable and of no use.

" the AEG C.IV and Albatros D.lIl of the Kartal Mifrezesi

At the beginning of the year the Greek army moves forward over two fronts, to the south near
Afyon and to the north from Bursa towards Eskisehir. Pilot Vecihi is moved to the 1nci Tayyare
Bolugl at Eskisehir whereas 2nci Tayyare Boéligu is moved to Afyon Karahisar with only the
Albatros fighter serviceable. From January 6 the Greek army attacks to the north and the 1°
Battle of In6nl develops. Here Vecihi is almost single handed responsible for the invaluable
reconnaissance which makes it possible to stop and repel the Greeks. On the southern front
Fazil and Lt.Halil makes 5 flights in the Albatros.



In mid March the Greek army again tries to move forward on the Eskisehir and Afyon front and
on the 23" the 2™ Battle of Indn(i is fought. Once more air reconnaissance performed by the
small Turkish air units save the day and the Greeks are forced to retreat. During the battle
Vecihi engages a Greek fighter in an air battle, but must disengage due to engine failure. Later
Lt. Fehmi is killed in the same aircraft when he engages Greek aircraft trying to bomb the
airfield. Later when Greek aircraft bombs Eskisehir Vecihi’'s sister is among the civil victims
killed. The 1nci Tayyare Bolugl could muster 6 pilots and 4 observers and at the end of the
battle only an AEG C.IV and a DFW C.V are serviceable. To the south Fazil and Halil makes 2
flights a day between March 23 and April 1% in the venerable Albatros. In order to appreciate
the effort one must keep in mind that the old aircraft was rigged with canvass doped with egg-
white, used plant oil for the engine and petrol was, when it was available at all, of dubious
quality. The 10kg bombs used were home manufactured at Konya. During April and May Fazil
and Halil keep a close look on the southern front and on the 29" of June the Battle of Kiitahya
is fought. On the 4" of July Fazil fights an air battle with seven Greek aircraft only to
experience jammed guns, later the same day Lt. Hayrettin prevents four aircraft from bombing
the airfield.

At this time on the 30™ of July 1921, with the Greeks concentrating their advance to the north
and moving forwards along the Sakarya river towards Ankara, the capital of the young Turkish
Republic, the two Turkish aircraft units move east to Polatli west of Ankara. On August 12"
1nci Tayyare Bolugu - leaving behind its two reconnaissance machines, some of its personnel
and equipment with the 2nci Tayyare Bo6ligl - moved to Ankara along with the HQ Directorate
of the Air Force. 2nci Tayyare Bollgu still under command of Capt. Fazil and with all available
aircraft was then ordered to Malikdy airfield, 45 km west of Ankara.

Close to here the crucial battle of "Sakarya" took place between August 23 and September 17.
This battle was of outmost importance to the Turkish Army, if it was lost then the country was
lost. The Greek army was far superior in most fields and their aircraft bombed bridges and
Turkish positions. To the Turkish Army, as usual, reconnaissance was of paramount
importance if the superior enemy was to be repelled. Of the old equipment only the old
Albatros D.lll remained, as one aircraft was lost on August 15 with both crews being killed.

Do 2L 1 o -v)}".?*) g ey 3
“Sakarya” and the DH.9 named “Ismet” the only Turkish aircraft available during the
crucial Sakarya Battle.

P g N <

The Bregue 14 naed

Fortunately two former Greek aircraft, a D.H.9 and a Breguet 14A-2, were captured and on the
eve of the battle pressed into service. These aircraft flown by mainly Fazil and Vecihi flew 40
missions in 18 days under very poor weather conditions, but each time providing valuable and
detailed reconnaissance reports. The Greek army was thoroughly defeated and had to retreat
far west leaving a myriad of sorely needed equipment to the victorious Turks. Worse still for
the Greeks was the political effect, now the Allies had doubts about the Greek cause and
started to support the Turkish Republic with military equipment. Soon both Italy and France
abandoned their areas in Turkey. Before that in late 1920 the Soviet Union had already started
to support Turkey with among other things ammunition and petrol. On the 20" of October 1921



France handed over a full squadron of ten Breguet 14A-2s to the Turkish Army at Adana. The
Turkish pilots receiving the aircraft were lead by Capt. Fazil.

The handover of 10 Breguet 14A-2s from the French army in Syria at Adana on 20" October 1921

During the build up of forces in 1922 the aviation forces were reorganized on July 5, 1922 into
a new "Kuvaiye Havaiye Muffettisligi” (Air Force Inspectorate) at Konya. Furthermore in July
1921 the Navy Flying Service had been re-established with five Gotha WD.13s smuggled out
of their storing place in Istanbul and transported to Amasra on the Black Sea coast. Their
presence now made it possible for a resurrected Turkish Navy to break a Greek sea blockade
in the Black Sea and soon shiploads of equipment both from the Soviet Union, but also
Germany flowed in to the Turkish forces.

The 10 Breguet 14B-2s were now supplemented by 20 SPAD XllIs. The 20 SPAD XlIl were in
early 1922 bought in Italy with money collected by Turks in Germany and the sale arranged by
the well known ltalian fighter ace Baracchini. After a dramatic sea transport, avoiding Greek
patrols, they arrived at Mersin harbor in August 1922. As the aircraft were delivered without
armament they were transported to the Depot at Konya for the installation of machineguns.
This proved troublesome as the interrupter gear was not calibrated for the German guns
available and only shortly before the Turkish offensive, four were hurriedly issued to the
Western Front Aircraft Company. On May 7t during the training for the Turkish offensive Fazil
had to land a Breguet 14 with a faulty engine and he was wounded, nothing however, could
keep him away from his duties and on May 10 he was back at the unit. During June and July
1922 the Turkish aircraft stepped up their flights in order to keep Greek aircraft away from
spotting the build up of forces in the area east of Afyon. On June 27 a Breguet 14A-2 was lost
when its engine failed and it landed in enemy territory, its crew taken prisoner. A month later
on July 25 another Br.14A-2 during reconnaissance near Afyon was shot down by a Greek
fighter, its crew killed. Later the Greek forces sent a telegram to the Turkish unit recording the
event.
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Two of the four SPAD XIIIs arnvmg at the front on August 25th



When the re-equipped Turkish Army concentrated for its decisive battle (the "Baskumandanlik”
battle) near Afyon on August 26, 1922 the Air Force had the following units available: the
Aircraft Workshops at Konya with seventeen SPAD Xllls (being outfitted with machineguns),
four Breguet 14B-2s with faulty engines and one FIAT R.2 being rebuild after a crash; the
Flying School at Adana with one Aviatik SAML B.1 and one Albatros D.lll (Fazil’s old trusted
aircraft). The Turkish offensive air forces were amalgated into the "Frontal Aircraft Company"
at Cay with three SPAD Xllls, six Breguet 14B-2s and a D.H.9 under the command of Capt.
Fazil and with a handful of pilots and observers. In addition the Seaplane Company at Amasra
was active with three Gotha WD.13s. On August 23 a Turkish air offensive was started and
already the next day there were air battles between the air forces. Finally on the 25" the first
four SPAD XlllIs with installed machineguns were delivered. Fazil took to the air with a newly
delivered SPAD on the 26" and during a sweep to prevent Greek aircraft from coming over
Turkish territory he shot down a Breguet 14A-2. (when Turkish forces later occupied the area
on September 11" the aircraft was found, repaired and taken into the Turkish inventory under
the name “Garipce” — the name of the location where it was found!).

| on August 26 1922.

On August 29" the Turkish aircraft dropped 20 x 10kg bombs on Greek positions. The Turkish
main attack started on August 30 and despite bad weather Turkish aircraft bombed and
machine-gunned Greek positions between 0715 and 0830 seven times. During the next period,
until Izmir was captured, 16 fighter missions and 12 reconnaissance flights were performed by
Capt. Fazil. On August 31%' alone he and his observer Osman Nuri made 5 flights. On
September 3" he had another air battle with a Greek plane which tried to reconnoiter the area
around Alasehir. In the middle of this the aircraft unit managed, with ten captured trucks, to
keep up with the fast advancing army.

A tired looking Capt. Fazil as the C/O of the “Garb Tayyare BoligU” in front of a new Breguet 14



Providing petrol and bombs for the aircraft was a large problem. On September 9" the city of
lzmir was entered by Turkish troops but the fights continued and the area around lzmir was
bombed on September 15". On the 18" several Greek ships were attacked in the bay. When
capturing the Greek airfield at Afyon 4 Br.14A-2s, 4 Nieuport fighters and two SPAD XllIs were
captured. At Usak two airworthy Breguet 14A-2 and large depots of ammunition, 18240
bombs and 40 tonnes of petrol were found. At the Paradiso Airfield, which was renamed
Gaziemir, no less than 12 operational aircraft were captured (3 DH.9, 5 Br.14A-2, 1 Avro 504
and 3 Nieuport fighters) not to mention 30 train wagons loaded with everything an air force
needed, immediately everything was taken into the inventory. The Turkish forces lost four
aircraft during the advance all emergency landings due to faulty engines, no aircrew were lost.
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The equipment of the Lt.Col. Fazil command field in late 1922

The Paradiso airfield was taken over by Turkish forces on September 15™ and on the 23 this
was celebrated with a parade of the captured equipment and an air show where aircraft
performed aerobatics. With the capture of this main Greek airfield, a "Tayyare Grubu
Kumandanligi" (Aircraft Group Command) was established there under Fazil promoted to Lt.
Colonel at the age of 33. Three aircraft companies were formed with all available aircraft,
including the twenty-one aircraft captured from the Greeks.

With these forces available the confident Turkish Army entered the Dardanelles Canal Zone in
late September only to regain Istanbul on October 6th. British intelligence then estimated the
Turks to have 60 active fighting aircraft whereas the actual number was in fact 19.

With the signing of the armistice at Mudanya on October 11" the Turkish air operations
ended.



