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iTIOiLIATIf uF fIiEID FORCES 

- Rarely in peace-time has a fighting force suffered 

such gret vicissitudes during so short a perlod as the Indian Army 

in the last six months of this year. Following the decision to par-

tition the country, the Army had to be divided, and the rEconsituton 

which began immediately meant the breaking up of Battalions 

Regiments, Installations, Training Institutions etc. Very few re-

alise how complicated a job this was and the difficulties €ttLd 

it had to be done in thq short period at our disposal. In addition 

to the difficult job of reconstitution, the Army had also to take 

up the responsibility of the evacuation problem in the Punab. The 

magnitude of this task was tremendous and it has•.eri magnificently 

handled. In all, neary 5 million Lluslims were evacuated from India 

to West Pakistan and a little over 4 million Hindus and Sikhs from 

Western Pakistan t India. No army of any country in the world had 

tac}cle a problem c such magnitude ever bcfor€. 

We had hardly finished the evacuation problcm when all of a 

sudden we had to send 	troops to protect the peop:Le of hshrnir. Enor- 

mous effort had to be put in a short period and thanks again to the 

efforts of the 	 the Indian Union territhory in Kasimir is 

being well protected against the savage attacks of the raid.ers, 

The most important ta1 of nationalisation also had to be 

carried out inspite nf the great difficultiis. This has not only 

proceeded well, but 11am gathered such a m:mentum during the last few 

rrionths that, almost all the important posts will in the near future 

be held by Indians. 

This rapid progress towards complete nationalisation has na-

turally neCessitated a large number of transfers and each change 

inevitably involvcs a series of conscoucutjal changes. As thE.' mere 

physical movement of c4fic€rs from one post to another requires a 

certain amount of time, and as care must necessarily be taken to 

OflsUTO that efficiency is not impaired in the process of transfers, 
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the completion of the whole programme of t ansfers has had to be 

spread over a period of months. 

The position today is that by the 1st of January, Indian 

Officers will be in comand of all 	opel ational formations end m  

units. Before the 15th of August the Unitc d India Army had over 

10,000 British Officers. On the 15th of August this nuribr fell 
of 

to a little ov r 1200 for India. Aft r the. 1st/January 1948 

that number will be further r duced to less than 300. 

On the 15th of August 1947, 1€ ss than 10 per cent of the 

batt al ion Commander s and F1Legir.,i(nt,-t1 Commander s in the cesG of the 	moured 

Corps were Indians. On January the 1st 1948, the psiti.on will 

have been rcvcrs d, and about 95 per ccnt of the Conr:and€rs 

including those o sich GurJtha battaLiOus.aS arc to rerin in Indians. Ihu British UI±icL;rs who still COfltifl,J111 b 
our Army, will bc/ n command of Regimertal Training Cente r S. 

By April the 1st, 1948 all Commands in the Lieut-CollonCl level 

will be held, by Indians. 

Again, on August the 15th, 1947, ohly5 per cent of 

Brigade and Sub-Arc a Commanders Were Indians. On January the 

1st 1948, all Brigades will be commanded. by Indians and only 

three out of thirteen Sub-Are a Commanders will be British. Thel e 

was no Indian Officer commanding a Division or an Arca on August 

the 15th, 1947. By January the 1st, 1948 9  only 2 Are a CorniandeI S 

will be British, all other Are a Commands and Divisional Commands 

being held by Laians. 

In the Technical Arms such as Artillery and Signals 

no Indian held the. rank of Brigadier on August the 15th, 147. 

It must be rr ronberd. that thc:a is a great deficiency of the 

Indians in this Branch. By the 1st of January 1948, 60 per C i-it 

of the posts will be held by Indians and by the 1st of April 

80 per cnt. Lnstly, on August the 15th, 1947, theic was only. 
one Indian Major General holding a Staff Arpointrient out of a 

a.ta1 of 8 Senior appointmr nts. All the GOC-IN-Os of the Eastern 9  
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Southern, and D.E.F. Comrnands will be Iiiafls by the 
midel of Ja uary 

aor General on the Staff will bc 	ld by In ians. and 5 posts of M  

It is clEHr thus that a grrat measure of N.aticnaliEatior. will 

have, in fact, been effected on the first of January. It WeE origlnally 

hoped that it would be poesibic to effect oven iaor changes by that 

date, but the problems of nationalisatiin had jrevitabl to be. sub- 

ordinatid to the problems ar sing from intErnal disturbancEs, 

prOtection and rovcm nt of refugees and oVacuE. s, aflci. operetions in 

Kashrriir. 

It was not until the 20th of Nov nh r that it bE came possblc, 

as a result of SUCCC ssful negotiations with h. C. in the Unit d King-

dom, to announce terms for British Officers whose gcrve s the Govern- 

ment of India wished to r 	The response from Lrtish Oificrs 

has bE en satisfactory although it has been greater in certain 

rns than in oth rs apd there may be many vacancic s left in the 

officer cadre of pur ly t chnical arms, such as Engine ers. 	e hope 

to find suitable cand ate s in India with the necessary engineering 

and other tchnical quaiifiations to fill these vaanCi€ s. In some 

special cate gorics however it will still be necessary to secure the 

temporary loan of certain number of sp cialist t(:Chflie&l offiCers 

from the United Kingdom. 

Stated be lefly, the policy of the Government of India for the 

future is to retain a certain number of British officers as Adviseis, 

staff officers and Instnuctors s Commandants of certain Traani.-g 

Units and East biishn nts and in ccc trin Te chnical Units. I att ach 

the greatest, importance to Tr airing Lastabiishric nts, and even y effort 

will be made to get the best possible Instructors. The total 

number of such British Officers is liKely to be between two and. 

three hundred. 

From 1st January General Sir Rob Lockhart is, for reasons of 

health, vacating the appointment of Commander-in?Chief. His place 

will be taken by Lieutenant-General F.R.R. Buchcr, at present 

Chi.cf of Staff, Indian imy. General Bucher will be relieved on 

1st April 1948 and an Indian Officer will then occupy the hit office 

in our Army. General Buchcr will continue thereaft r, howevEr as 
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the abler A'vier, HIS other oollsgu 	e 	will be 

Lieutennt-cneral 1). BUell, Wior-Gnrols H. Etible, pert 

ne 0. Lentigne. 

A3 	NEvl training is e lEngthy proos flG Cx- 

prienoe is t ctor of gret Imortnc' in the sep Service., 

The Pr-wer R.I.N. wee very email 	3ltheugh .v1ont curIng 

the wr wRs rpId, the regular entry we not p.pr•ci&'bly 
ixioresen. The rEsult is th.ct the most of our nvF'l ofior 

h.ve only 5 to 8 yerrs ' 	SEiVIOP. Out of r,  totcload.r. of 620 

eoninIssIonsd officers only 9 have more than 10 yerrs' svioe. 
Y' 	ovrnrant is pursuing ri Policy of r1f.ve.loping rn mocrn- 

IIng th Navy, we are. 2cquiring new ty2ee, P aruisi:,r 	threc DE- 

troyGrs which IXV'i he nvrpr9viously 	s•sse, 	hve 

cci 	to st up mothrn ncvl trcilnlng t•.bliehni:ns. 

RP.Wk progress is, nvrth&iess, being m 	in ntionlI- 
tIon. on the 15th of .&uguzt 1947, there wu'e 200 BitIeh 

Coruieiond 	rrnt OA.fioere serving in the R.I.N. out of . 

toti cdrE of 850. During 1948 thE tot;i flUib:r of British 

Officers, who will be neEdd to sist in our progrrmm9 for the 

cvelopni -nt Pzd morni tIon of our Nvy, will bE about 60 

Qon iion-d omrl 70 w'rr:nt 0 ffic'r out of 	totl c.-e,rc of 620 

0oninaiseion. tnt. 209 	rrnt o'fiocrs. InIn Offlor ire 

bcng rppointed to responsible positiori a E&ry es pOzSIblc 

All our ships rc Et prc intoommniS' r1nd oicr by Inine 

aa are also sv3r1l of our shore estiblis1inent. of th NEIV1 

QU.rter stff of 75 Off1ocrs 'll cxcrpt 9 rr Iflifle. 

AIR FQRCE - B fore th 15th of August the InI'n Air 

Porc w mix with the 	 thre wCr some 100 .A.F. 

Officers rnd 500 I.A.F. Airmen working in the .I.A.F. Units.. 

Tody thx'n r€ only six B.A.F. üffioers. Tb& O.ficer will 

continue to tsrve on in Ir.iti for fur thr priod. The  

Governmnt of Inda atteh the grtckt Import.no to thc v€lop-

nt of thP Air Force end, rze anxious to meke vry posib16 

provision.m for their avelopmnt. All tho trIning intibutions 
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