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A Robber or Good-hearted Bandit on stage: A Survey of a
Xing-ju play “Liao Tien-Ding” from the Japanese Colonial
Era to Post-war Taiwan

Chen, Hui-Yun

Abstract

The subject studied is the good-hearted bandit — Liao, Tian-Ding, who is regarded
as a heroic figure, as Robin Hood is in the West. Therefore, after the death of Liao, Tian-
Ding in 1909, his legends have been constantly adapted and performed in various theatre
forms including spoken drama, puppet theatre, dance theatre, Taiwanese opera, Peking
opera and...etc. The popularity of Liao Tien-Ding story reveals that his legend has a great
amount of attraction for audiences. In this essay, I would like to pay particular attention on
an unique theatre genre, Xing-ju, which is regarded as the initial form of the contemporary
theatre in Taiwan. From Gai-Liang Xi (improved theatre), Wen-Ming Xi (civil theatre)
and Wen-Hua Xi (cultural theatre) under the Japanese colonization to Ou-Pei-A Xi (opera
theatre) in post-war Taiwan, the process of how a heroic image is shaped by presenting

Liao Tien-Ding on stage will also be discussed.

Keywords: Liao Tien-Ding, Xing-ju, Gai-Liang Xi, Wen-Ming Xi, Wen-Hua Xi, Ou-

Pei-A, Taiwan Theatre



