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‘Mahāratnakūṭa’ Scriptures in Khotan:
A quotation from the Samantamukhaparivarta

in the Book of Zambasta*

 DHAMMADINNĀ (Giuliana MARTINI)

In a previous volume of the Annual Report of the International Research Institute for
Advanced Buddhology at Soka University (2011), I studied the transmission of the Ratnakūṭa/
Kāśyapaparivarta in Khotan, on the basis of fragments of the Khotanese translation of this
sūtra and of sourced and unsourced citations of the same identified in the mid-fifth century
Khotanese composition known as the Book of Zambasta.1 This time I once again follow the
thread of ‘Mahāratnakūṭa’ scriptures in Khotan, with a note on a quotation attributed to the
Samantamukhaparivarta in the fourth chapter of the same Book of Zambasta.

The Samantamukhaparivarta is no longer extant in its Indian original, but is preserved in
Chinese and Tibetan in the ‘Mahāratnakūṭa’ canonical collections (Da baoji jing大寶積經, T
310; Dam chos dkon mchog brtsegs pa, abbreviated dKon brtsegs, Derge/Tōhoku 87 etc.), as
well as in an earlier, individually transmitted Chinese translation (T 315).

I start with a brief overview of ‘Mahāratnakūṭa’ scriptures featured in the Book of
Zambasta (I). I then discuss the Samantamukhaparivarta citation in more detail (II), and,
finally, I make a few observations on the significance of these scriptural threads for the
reconstruction of the textual history of early Khotanese Buddhism (III).

I. ‘Mahāratnakūṭa’ scriptures in the Book of Zambasta
At least five ‘Mahāratnakūṭa’ scriptures, in the sense of works that came to be included in the
‘Mahāratnakūṭa’ collections of the Chinese and Tibetan Buddhist canons, appear in the Book
of Zambasta, in one case as an individual chapter, in the other cases as citations:

1) Bhadramāyākāravyākaraṇa (= chapter two);
2) Samantamukhaparivarta (citation in chapter four);
3) Ratnakūṭa (= Kāśyapaparivarta) (citations in chapters eight and thirteen);
4) Vinayaviniścaya-Upāliparipṛcchā (citation in chapter thirteen);
5) Daśadharmaka-sūtra (citation in chapter fifteen).
Although not explicitly indicated by title, a Khotanese rendering of the Bhadramāyākāra-

* In part this article is a revised version of a chapter of my doctoral dissertation (Martini 2010). I thank Bhikkhu
Anālayo, Mauro Maggi, Peter Skilling and Vincent Tournier for their suggestions. In quoting the text from Emmerick’s
edition of the Book of Zambasta (Emmerick 1968) I have simplified and omitted some information such as stanza numbers
given in the manuscript. For all text editions, on occurrence, I have adjusted the sandhi, punctuation, capitalisations etc.
1. Martini 2011a. A new folio of the Khotanese translation of the Ratnakūṭa (= Kāśyapaparivarta) is identified and
studied in Maggi forthcoming b.
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