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glossary of verses in Spanish "Proverbios Morales", by which he was called "The Rabbi of the
Trovas'.

Researchers and anthologies compilers have already pointed out that despite the
philosophical seriousness, there can be found a certain lightness and popular humor in it,
expressed with a funny "eye blink" with a special sensitivity to the linguistic rhythm, and
conquering musicality. His poetry, in Hebrew and in Spanish, reflects his mastery in the figurative
and rhetorical language (melitza), in rhyme and prosody, language games and poetic
ornamentation.

This finds now its assertion after a thorough study of the liturgical poems.



-11I -

It's necessary to present an edition of the liturgical poems, accompanied by a critical apparatus
and references to the Bible and Talmud sources.

These poems were never published, unless the penitential poem (vidduy) "Ribbono shel
olam bi-reoti behurotai" included since the 15th c. in the Sephardic prayers book.
The earliest known copies in manuscripts show the usual difficulties during the attempts to
decipher them. Therefore, 1 dedicate a paragraph of the Preface to the description of the
manuscripts, and to explain the choice which I took as a primary source, and the criteria choosing
the comparative sources and, in some cases, used in compiling an eclectic version of the poem,
based on different sources. I also dedicate a paragraph to the order and method of the poem's

presentation.

The first section, called "The short poems" includes: "Listen, my Rock, my prayer" ("She-e Zuri
tefilati"); "Shorts are the days of human life" ("Yemei ha-adam zava"); "Pity for the thirsty" ("Hoi
kol zame"), "Enthroned in heaven, hear the cry" ("Shohen Shahak shema").

The long poems, also considered independent philosophical works, got each a separate section.
The second section presents the bagashah in thymed prose known as "Sea of Ecclesiastes" ("Yam
Qohelet"). The third section presents the penitential poem (viddduy) "Lord of the universe, I see

that the brightness of my youth has passed" ("Ribbono shel olam bir-reoti behurotai sar hilam").

We'll see that these poems, both brief as extensive, aimed to give an answer to a very
individual personal psychic need, while the penitent being at the synagogue, among the audience
who attends a communal confession on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kipppur).

The work's central premise is the assertion that there is strong coherence between the
aesthetics of the sacred poems and the aesthetics of the inserts secular poems in Shem Tov
Ardutiel prose "The Rabbi's Tale —Debate between the Pen and the Scissors"” and, in parallel,

stand out the ideological, figurative and stylistic correlation between the poems in Hebrew and the



The Liturgical Poems of Shem Tov Ardutiel
Summary

Most researchers who studied the works of Shem Tov Ardutiel (Spanish poet, 14th c.) point
out that there is scarce knowledge about the author. Still, in this paper I found necessary to gather
existing data, using as basic main rule keep out speculative conclusions without documentary
basis, inferred from some expressions in his literary works. Consequently, in the Preface I clarify
the data and issues about the man and his work, in light of the following questions: Names and
identity, character and personality, life and activities, literary works - secular and religious,
specific the liturgical poems - attribution and uniqueness. Also, I have compiled the ancient and
modern research approaches, according three categories:

a) References to Rabbi Shem Tov ben Yishaq Ardutiel, and his work in Hebrew;
b) references to the author of "Proverbios Morales" in Spanish, Don Santo de Carrion;
¢) the references according the unified identity, with all of his writing, in Hebrew and in Spanish.

Obviously, there are many of unknowns about the person and the stylistic unity of his work.
I had to face and attempt to show that in all aspects (both his work in Spanish and Hebrew,
secular and sacred) he is a brilliant poet. It is shaped up as one and the same creative personality
and his literary works have a decent singularity in question to outlining their characteristics,
highlighting unifying parameters. These parametric contours draw a new picture, based on the
hypothesis of stylistic unity in his works, whatever genre they belong to - Spanish, Hebrew,
secular or sacred. Therefore, for a current research it is necessary to renew the study of this poet's
profile and the stylistic unity of his work, and re-read his works in this new light.

Toward a solution for the task, I focused on the texts written originally in Hebrew to be a
part of the cult in the synagogues. I prefer to show first the liturgical poems, and then develop, in
"Stylistic Footprints" chapter, which aspects in these works may serve as a unifying bridge
between both areas of the work of Shem Tov Ardutiel (Hebrew and Spanish). Then, the poems
themselves are the body of the work and not an appendix or a limiting support for a stylistic

evaluation.
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