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Comparison of the Construction of Colonial Shrines
in Taiwan and Chosun during the War Time Period

Student: Aran Kim Advisor: Dr. Chin-Tang Tsali

National Taiwan Normal University
ABSTRACT

State Shinto (& 3¢ i ) had existed as an important tool for national integration through

the emperor worship and the unification of state religion from the Meiji Restoration to the
end of the Pacific War. It greatly influenced on Japanese colonialism as Japan expanded their
territories in the war and a large number of shrines were erected in Japanese colonies under
the policies of the Japanese Government-General. Based on the fact that shrines were
constructed in colonies, which did not understand the concept of State Shinto at all, it has
been an interesting subject among historians studying on Japanese colonialism, although it
disappeared after the Pacific War. Most existing studies on colonial shrines were conducted
on the basis of each colony and comparative studies on shrines in different colonies have
been minimal. Academic requests for a comparative study on the meaning of the construction
of colonial shrines, therefore, have been continuously grown.

In this context, this study compares the construction of colonial shrines in Taiwan and
Chosun before and after 1936, when the war time period was expanded and the policies on
shrines were modified, and topics such as policies on shrines, number of shrines, and gods of
shrines were adopted for the comparison. In addition, the meaning of the construction of
colonial shrines are defined in this study considering a variety of criteria such as the change
of Japan’s system of ranking Shinto shrines, the construction of patriot shrines, shrine
worships, shrine services, and wedding before the altar. In order to explore the influences of

the construction of colonial shrines on traditional beliefs of Taiwan and Chosun, the historical

events such as the use of Chosun’s Village Rites, Japanese Paper Amulets (3 § = fr),
Taiwan’s Religious Reform (& & #3218 #+), Taiwan’s Main Hall Reform (& < ¥ i&#+), and
Chosun’s Ancestor Worship ( 7z 4 ) were also compared in this study on the basis of the

fact that traditional beliefs of Taiwan and Chosun were different.

Keywords: Colonial shrines, Shrines in Taiwan and Chosun, Policies on colonial shrines,
and Shrines and traditional beliefs
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