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1. New features of HKSCS IDS sequences

1.1 Alternative sequences

When a character can be described by more than one IDS sequence, it's obvious that a
shorter IDS, or an IDS with more common characters, is preferred. However there is a trade
off between a shorter IDS with uncommon characters and a longer IDS with common
characters. HKSCS IDS gives both IDSes, with the former one as primary IDS, and latter
one as alternative IDS listed in "Remarks" column.

1.2 Components not to be further decomposed

Another common problem about IDS sequences is "when to stop". Lacking a clear rule will
result in decomposition of very common radicals into too detailed strokes. Defining a small
set of atomic radicals and characters is helpful. HKSCS IDS defines 347 radicals and

they are atomic for common ideographs users.

1.3 Merge and separation of similar components
HKSCS IDS uses non-cognate rules to decide whether to merge or separate similar
components. For example, B moon/ f meat pair and A meat/Ehat pair are used

independently, while some radical variants like =, %, (with etymological relation with F)

are merged into =£,4,F respectively, to give the sequences more "semantic" meaning.

1.4 Standardized overlapping structure

Overlaid IDC i are often abused to represent some uncommon structure, and choice of

component A and B used in i:AB are mostly up to author's preferences. HKSCS IDS

standardized overlapping structure by defining A and B must be listed in stroke order. This
partially solves the chaos in using overlapping structure.

2. Remarks about HKCSC IDS data

(a)Possible better IDS
Current IDS Proposed IDS Note
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& VA R a2 G-glyph of 74 exact matches right
part

32 B FE G-glyph of 74 exact matches right
part

1553 H# T-glyph of & exact matches
right part

1= 7N except dot replaced with left-
falling stroke, # matches right
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(b) Possible additional alternative IDSes in "Remarks" column

Current IDS Proposed alternative IDS Note
B ERL L EL
R B e b
W KR KR
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(c) Possible additional alternative IDSes in "Remarks" column, if Extension G characters can

be used
Current IDS Proposed alternative IDS Note
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(d) other issues
Components in overlapping structures didn’t follow the “stroke order” rule. However, there

seems no better way to break down them into 2 components.
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