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Citation

Born into a Thai-Chinese family in Hong Kong, Mr Bernard Chan graduated from Pomona
College in the US in 1988 with a BA majoring in studio art. After graduation, he worked for an
investment bank in New York before returning to Hong Kong. Having worked for his family’s
privately held investment company, he moved to the publicly listed Asia Financial Holdings Ltd,
which owns Asia Insurance Co. Ltd and invests in the insurance, health care and other sectors.
Today, Mr Chan is President of both Asia Financial Holdings and its subsidiary Asia Insurance, which
has grown into one of the financially strongest insurers in Hong Kong. In addition, he is an adviser to
Bangkok Bank (China) Co Ltd. He is also Chairman of the Hong Kong-Thailand Business Council,
which encourages the development of trade and investment between the two places as well as the
growth of Hong Kong and Thailand as gateways to their respective hinterlands in the Pearl River
Delta and the Mekong River region.

Yet even such distinguished professional credentials seem to pale next to Mr Chan'’s record
as a top-level non-government figure in public service, where he comes close to being a household
name in Hong Kong society. His duties include serving as a Hong Kong Deputy in the National
People’s Congress of the People’s Republic of China, a non-official member of the Hong Kong SAR
Government Executive Council, Chairperson of the Hong Kong Council of Social Service, Chairman
of the Council for Sustainable Development, Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Revitalisation
of Historical Buildings, Chairman of the Antiquities Advisory Board, Chairman of the Steering
Committee on Restored Landfill Revitalisation Funding Scheme, Chairman of a new Committee
on Reduction of Salt and Sugar in Food, along with other current as well as former public duties,
including serving as a member of the Legislative Council from 1998 to 2008 as a representative of
the insurance industry.

No doubt of special meaning to the Lingnan community is Mr Chan’s unique contribution
to the University. From initial membership of the University Council and Court to his subsequent
appointments as Treasurer, Deputy Chairman and eventually as Chairman of the Council from 2008
to 2014, Mr Chan served Lingnan with inspiring dedication and distinction for a total of 15 years. He
has also contributed to higher education abroad by serving as a trustee of his alma mater Pomona
College from 1995 to 1998, and again since 2008; both institutions are dedicated to the ideals of
liberal arts education. Since 2013, Mr Chan has also been serving as Chairman of the Innovation
& Technology Scholarship Award Scheme, which offers opportunities for outstanding local
undergraduates in science-related, technology and medical disciplines to widen their intellectual
exposure and gain industry experience. Even on a more personal level, Mr Chan is an ardent
supporter of his wife’s work in running an “alternative” private primary school, which fosters a warm,
caring environment that also caters for pupils with special needs.

As a third-generation member of a prominent business family, Mr Chan could easily have led a
cosy and elitist life. Instead, he has chosen to spend the larger part of his time on non-profit duties
in Hong Kong, earning him the deserved nickname “doyen of public service”. His service record is
too extensive to be listed in full, but no doubt his work at Lingnan is only a small part of his many
major contributions to Hong Kong society, and in particular his broad concern for three social policy
areas: education, social welfare and quality of life. What runs through such interests is a deep
concern for the young, the disadvantaged, and the life of the average citizen.



As Chairperson of the Hong Kong Council of Social Service, for instance, Mr Chan played
an active part in the creation of Caring Company, a framework that sets up partnerships between
the business and welfare sectors. The plight of the disadvantaged and the lack of social cohesion
in Hong Kong today have led him to try ever more actively to build meaningful bridges between
the business world and the welfare sector. In addition, Mr Chan had previously served as Deputy
Chairman of the Council of Oxfam Hong Kong.

Mr Chan is also deeply committed to enhancing the quality of life in Hong Kong. His concern
covers such aspects as the physical environment, health, pollution, cultural life, services and other
related factors that keep the city competitive and attractive, both as a business centre and as a
home for its local and non-local residents. During his tenure as Chair of the Council for Sustainable
Development, Mr Chan led a collective effort to advise the government on pollution and urban
environment issues, with focus on sustainable building design, municipal solid waste charging and
new approaches to energy saving. It would be no exaggeration to say that he has left his mark on
most of the major public service areas in Hong Kong.

Mr Chan’s devotion to public service cannot be fully appreciated without the background of
his personal growth in younger days. Those who see him as a model of healthy life and a source
of boundless stamina may not realise that he has been living with a rare vascular disease since he
was 18 years old. In his own words, “| was put through a hard test early in my life, physically as well
as psychologically. | went through waiting and complaint, hope and frustration. Then at one point,
before turning 30, | decided to accept myself and make the best of my life within the limits | am
given.” Out of an ailing body rose an even stronger spirit and a caring mind that have renewed and
elevated his life for the past 20 years. Such are the uses of adversity.

It is no surprise that Mr Chan has received multiple honours and awards over the years,
both in Hong Kong and abroad. He has been appointed a Justice of the Peace, and awarded
the Gold Bauhinia Star by the Hong Kong SAR Government for his distinguished and extensive
public service. He has also been appointed a Commander (3rd class) of the Most Noble Order of
the Crown of Thailand. In terms of academic honours, Mr Chan will also be awarded an honorary
Doctor of Social Sciences by the City University of Hong Kong in three days’ time.

Mr Chairman, in recognition of his distinguished professional achievements and wide-ranging
contributions to the Hong Kong community, may | present Mr Bernard Chan to you for conferment
of the degree of Doctor of Humanities honoris causa.

English citation written and delivered by Professor Charles Kwong
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