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The North American LaSallians

Sep 2014

Readers’ Input

To solicit and facilitate more interaction with our readers, a new section is added.
Readers’ Input provides a new platform for our readers to express their view,
feelings and sentiments on articles appearing in this newsletter (and the authors
too!). Please email your input along with your HKCEE year to editors@Iscobaedm.org,
and refer to the About this newsletter section below regarding accepting, rejecting
and editing of materials submitted for publication | this newsletter.

Calvin, Victor:

I just finished reading the August issue of the NA LaSallians. You have worked hard to
deliver another outstanding newsletter. | enjoyed tremendously the articles from
Peter Leung and Victor. The stories of our Brothers and teachers are precious. If you
write to Peter, please thank him for me.

Anthony Luk (1966)

Dear Anthony,

This is one of the reasons why | echoed the original posting phrasing Edmonton
Chapter. Most of the folks have got a false impression that our brothers from
Edmonton Chapter are so lay back and have lots of spare time. But they did not know
that the main contributors, like Calvin, rarely get more than 5 hours sleep. He (they)
still have time for La Salle matters simply because this is (a) high priority to them, this
means scarifying (sic) sleep time.

Once again, thanks for your continuous support to our Alma Mater, Calvin!

Victor Leung (1977)

About this newsletter

This newsletter is aimed at providing an electronic platform for communication
among La Salle College old boys residing in North America. However, it shall not be
used as a tool to promote any personal agenda. The editorial board therefore
reserves the right to review and edit all submissions to ensure that no inappropriate
contents appear in any issue of this newsletter. The editorial board also reserves the
right to reject any submission that is not in line with the objective of this newsletter.
Please send all your communications to editors@Iscobaedm.org.

To subscribe to this newsletter, please email (with subject line: subscribe) to
newsletter-Iscobaedm.org-subscribe @Iscobaedm.org.

Newsletter Committee comprises of the following members:
East Coast (USA) Christopher Tse (1965), Peter Lai (1967)
Edmonton Calvin Chan (1971)
San Francisco Bay Area Ephrem Fung (1976), Ambrose Lee (1998)
Eddie Shek (1985)

Felix Leung (1985), Kevin Kwok (1988), Jimmy Chang (1966)

Southern California
Toronto

Vancouver Victor Leung (1977), Richard Choo (1977)

Reminders

East Coast (USA)
Sunday Dim Sum Lunch

Date
Time
Venue

Contact

every Sunday

noon

Asian Jewels Seafood Restaurant
133-30 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354
Tel. 718-359-8600

dimsum@nylscoba.org

Autumn Gathering

Date Saturday October 4, 2014

Time 2:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Venue  residence of Chris Tse at Redding, CT
Contact  Chris Tse at (203) 938-7990
Edmonton

Monthly Dim Sum Gathering

Date
Time
Venue

Sep 5, 2014 (every first Friday)
noon
Urban China Restaurant & -7 14

Summer BBQ

Date
Time
Venue
Contact

Sep 13,2014
5:00 pm - 9:00pm
Calvin's place

billshwong@shaw.ca

Wine Tasting

Date
Time
Venue

Sep 19, 2014

6:30pm

Finnagan’s Bistro, Bar and Billiards
13560 Fort Road

Presenter Dr. Peter Chiu

Contact

billshwong@shaw.ca

San Francisco Bay Area
Bimonthly Lunch gathering

Date
Time
Venue

Contact

Oct 4, 2014 (1st Sat of every other month)
1:00 pm- 3:00pm

Cooking Papa Restaurant

1962 W El Camino Real, Mountain View,
CA 94040

sf@Iscoba.com

Southern California
Monthly Dim Sum Gathering

Date every first Sunday
Time noon to 2 pm
Venue  Empress Harbor Seafood Restaurant
111 N. Atlantic Blvd.,3/F, Monterey Park
Vancouver
Badminton Night
Date: Every Monday
Time: 8 pm - 10 pm (2 sessions)
Venue:  Richmond Pro
130-5800 Minoru Blvd, Richmond
Cost: $5/session (i.e. $10/2 hour)
RSVP  vifun@shaw.ca by every Friday
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Chapter News

Vancouver Chapter

Annual BBQ - July 2014
Nick Domingo (1963)

The Annual BBQ for the Vancouver Chapter was held on July 27 this year and was attended by more than 40 LaSallians and guests.
Entertainment was provided by Michael Remedios (1966), and Lucy and James Ng (1974). We also took advantage of the occasions
to celebrate the retirement of Peter Choy (July 29) and his 60th birthday (July 28). Everyone had a great time.
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East Coast (USA) Chapter

Sunday Dim Sum Lunch
New York/East Coast Chapter

The New York/East Coast Chapter has a long tradition of gathering for dim sum on Sundays. We have a private room reserved for 12
p.m. every Sunday at Asian Jewels Seafood Restaurant located at 133-30 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354 - Tel. 718-359-8600.
Please email dimsum@nylscoba.org in advance when visiting NY. All old boys are welcome.

Global Reunion

The LA Cathedral Welcomes You
This article first appeared in the La Salle College Old Boys Global Reunion 2014 program book.

Anthony Luk (1966)
(Photos by Maureen Luk)

Preface: Let’s join Brother Steve to attend the 10:00 a.m. Sunday Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels during the
weekend of LSCOBA Global Reunion 2014. The celebrant of this Mass usually is Archbishop Gomez or Monsignor Kostelnik. We shall
use the occasion to celebrate Thanksgiving for our La Sallian heritage. Together we can truly practice the La Salle spirit of “Faith, Zeal,
and Community” that has been passed down from generation to generation. Whether or not you are a Catholic, the Cathedral
welcomes all to her grounds and nave.

A Landmark

The Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels, commonly known as the LA Cathedral, has been a landmark in Downtown Los Angeles since
her opening in 2002. The modern architecture of the LA Cathedral and her collection of art/religious artifacts are a splendid display
of ingenuity. Although the Cathedral is built next to the Hollywood Freeway, once inside her nave, people will not hear the noise of
the neighboring traffic and can concentrate on the liturgy especially the selected Readings, Gospel and the ensuing homily.

A Meditative Passage

From the plaza level, visitors catch the first glimpse of the front of the Cathedral. As they stroll towards the left entrance, the
11-story-high structure draws no parallel from traditional cathedrals. The color of the sunbaked adobe walls gently dispatches the
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notion of churches from the era of the California Missions. The contemporary architecture of the LA Cathedral was designed by Jose
Rafael Moneo, a Pritzker-prize-winner from Spain. He cleverly employed acute and obtuse angles while avoiding right angles
throughout the design, creating an aura of sacred mystery.

£ 1 - b

The Cathedral of Our Lady of Ehe'Angels N ‘ The Nave of the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels

At the Cathedral entrance, a contemporary statue of Our Lady of the Angels crowning the great Bronze Doors welcomes people with
her outstretched arms and open palms. The Bronze Doors and the crowning statue were designed by Robert Graham, a California
sculptor. After crossing the threshold, people will walk on a slightly inclined ambulatory, which surrounds the interior of the
Cathedral. The ambulatory leads past a series of devotional chapels, which do not open into the nave unlike those of traditional
predecessors. People enter the nave using passageways from the south side, the north side or the rear section of the Cathedral.
Therefore, the LA Cathedral distinguishes herself from the traditional cathedrals by placing her main entrance starting at the front.
The small incline together with the devotional chapels along the ambulatory provide a meditative passage of an upward journey
preparing the mind to discover a new experience.

Behold the Nave

Stepping into the nave, worshippers and visitors alike will at once feel the comfort of the
ambient light. The sun’s rays passing through glass-protected alabaster windows and slant
shafts diffusely fill the interior of the Cathedral with a warm milky glow. The entire space in
the nave does not have any pillars. Nine steel trusses and four main walls support the
soaring, cedar wood ceiling. Sitting on any pews in the 300-foot nave, visitors enjoy clear
views towards the altar and all the surroundings — no doubt they will notice the tapestries
of saints along the walls.

Twenty-five tapestries of saints and holy men and women line the south and north walls of
the LA Cathedral. They form the tapestry group known as the Communion of Saints. The
second tapestry from the altar on the gospel side of the nave features five saints including
Saint John Baptist de La Salle. But the figure portraying the founder of the Brothers of the
Christian Schools was a commoner, perhaps a relative of the California artist John Nava, or
a passerby in Ojai, California, the location of the artist’s studio. Nava’s implication is: when
viewers find the saints depicted in the tapestries looking like ordinary people, they will be
inclined to follow the teachings of the saints. Other true depictions such as Saint Ignatius of
Loyola, Pope John XXIll and Mother Teresa were weaved onto the fresco-toned tapestries
using their own historic likeness. Some depictions, including children, on the tapestries
were unnamed to represent many anonymous holy people in our midst. Visitors have

Saint John Baptist de La Salle
established a trend to follow the set of tapestries of the Communion of Saints and identify and other saints

their own patron saints among the 135 saints and holy people.

John Nava applied his talent in creative art and advanced graphics in providing weavable digital files to Flanders Tapestries near
Bruges, Belgium. The three groups of tapestries in the LA Cathedral came to fruition after twenty months of designing and two
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months of weaving. Otherwise, the old traditional way of weaving alone would have taken decades to complete the assignments.

Above the pews, the delicate hanging lights with three bulbs on triangular linkages emanating from a central stem seem to signify
the Holy Trinity. The cavity of the long trumpet-like stem conceals miniature speakers that deliver every aural tone of the liturgy to
the assembly below.

The Sanctuary

The arrangement of the Communion of Saints tapestries
directs the eyes of the congregation upward and towards
the altar. To the left of the altar and high above, the
easterly rays passing the arrays of alabaster windows
illuminate an architectural cross formed by a slanting
crossbeam. The design graces the Sanctuary with natural
light. In addition, the giant cross is the emblem of Christ,
“the Light of the world.”

The glass-protected alabaster windows adjoining the
crossbeam are illuminated at night. People can see from
afar the resultant cross “lantern” adorning the front of the
LA Cathedral. The beacon of Christ lasts both day and night.

Visitors on the pews will realize the LA Cathedral faces east
towards Jerusalem. The cruciform created by connecting
the north and south transept at the Sanctuary follows a
traditional concept; the Dobson Opus 75 pipe organ and the
Cathedral choir are at the south transept and stand ready for their celestial melodies.

The Emblem of Christ

At the opposite side of the Sanctuary, i.e., the west end of the LA Cathedral,
children and adults often stand next to the Baptismal Font and gaze attentively
the set of baptistery tapestries that depicts Saint John the Baptist baptizing
Jesus.

Work of Human Hands

The Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels is foremost a place of worship, but her
unique architecture and many art works attract diverse peoples from all across
the land. The ingenuity of her contributors, from the architects, artists, and a
cross-spectrum of engineers, artisans, and construction workers exemplifies the
“work of human hands” with results that bring forth the glory of God. For ages
the same phrase has been echoing in the Liturgy of the Eucharist when the
celebrant of the Mass says:

“Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will
become for us the bread of life.”

“Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this
wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our
spiritual drink.”

Postscript: When | was a Form | boy in September 1961, the entire La Salle
student body exited St. Teresa’s Church after the Mass that marked the start of

The Set of Baptistery Tapestries a school year. | followed upper classmates as they led the way and turned into

Boundary Street. | shall always remember that scene where both sides of the

street were La Salle students four abreast in white summer uniforms walking smartly towards the majestic Dome campus. We were
ready for new lessons that would guide our future.
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Sunday Mass at the LA Cathedral

Anthony Luk (1966)

On Sunday, August 10, during the La Salle College (LSC) old boys Global Reunion 2014 in Southern California, almost 50 old boys and
their family members joined Brother Steve Hogan, principal of LSC in attending the 10:00 a.m. mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
the Angels (aka LA Cathedral) in downtown Los Angeles. It was heartwarming to see many out-of-town LaSallians sitting in the front
rows beneath the tapestry depicting Saint John Baptist de La Salle. We could hardly hold our excitement while greeting one another
along the pews.

When | introduced myself to the head usher, she acknowledged that she was expecting a group from La Salle. Originally | thought |
would request that Brother Steve be one of the worshippers bringing the gifts to the altar. When she asked for four men and two
women, | quickly assembled three old boys and one lady. While | was looking for the second lady, Maureen, my wife, walked into the
central aisle after taking pictures of the Cathedral. The head usher said that she needed a couple to bring the Bread to the altar. It
was indeed an unexpected but pleasant surprise that Maureen and | became the couple to bring the Bread to the altar. It was our
first experience with the task.

Our LaSallian contingent was overjoyed when it was announced before the procession began that Archbishop Gomez would be the
celebrant of the mass, for it was announced at mass on the previous Sunday that Archbishop Gomez would be away.

Presenting the Bread and Wine: Brother Steve presenting the Wine to Archbishop Gomez
Cecilia Lee (spouse of Paul Lee (1963)), Andrew Sien (1963),
Brother Steve Hogan, Jimmy Chang (1966), Anthony and Maureen Luk (1966)

(Photos by Thomas Tsui -- Class of 1995)

After mass, our entire LaSallian group queued up with the rest of the congregation to meet and shake hands with the Archbishop. |
informed the Archbishop’s body guard that our group would like to have a photo taken with Archbishop Gomez. He told us to line up
against a wall facing the sun to wait until the Archbishop had finished greeting the last of the faithfuls. The three-minute wait was
most pertinent as we stood attentively with Brother Steve in the front row and leaving a vacant spot for Archbishop Gomez, and |
felt the unity of our group grew by the second for a picture perfect Thanksgiving Mass during our Global Reunion.

Before the group dispersed to the next events, Brother Steve reiterated the Archbishop’s message in his homily, which centred
around the Gospel reading (Matthew 14: 22 — 33). The boat being tossed at sea with the frightened disciples symbolized the Church.
Jesus brought the disciples safely ashore. Archbishop Gomez and Brother Steve reminded us to keep our faith as we continue our
journey as Christians. This joyful celebration of Sunday mass with our LaSallian family at the LA Cathedral will etch in our memory for
a long time.

The coordinators of the Sunday Mass were Anthony Luk (1966), Stanley Ng (1961) and Stanley Wong (1968). Michael Lau was our
liaison with the administration of the LA Cathedral. Stanley and Nancy Wong accompanied Brother Steve to walk around the
cathedral grounds. They spent time viewing the cathedral’s architecture and artifacts before proceeding to the bowling function in
the afternoon.
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A lingering group picture with the statue of Our Lady of the Angels Brother Steve chatting with Archbishop Gomez
(Photo by Maureen Luk) (Photo by Spencer Liu -- Class of 1966)

The mbst memorable La Sallian group picture with Archbishop Gomez and Brother Steve
(Photo by Spencer Liu -- Class of 1966)
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La Salle Hearsay

Since | became a LaSallian decades ago, | keep hearing gossips and stories about people and events at La Salle College,
our Alma Mater. Many years ago, | came across an article putting many gossips and stories in writing. Now that article
has grown in length and recorded many interesting stories which, | believe, many of our readers are interested to read.

| am glad to have obtained permission to publish this article in this newsletter from the author. It will appear as a
two-part series in this and the following month. | have also brought the last two paragraphs of the article to the front
after the short biography so that all our readers can enjoy more reading the article with a right attitude given a full
understanding of the author’s objective writing this article.

Lastly, | have to apologize to those who have difficulty reading Chinese as | am not going to provide an English version
because it is the language used to write the article that makes it more interesting to read. Readers can write to me about
this article via editors@Iscobaedm.org as | am the only one (not anyone else in the editorial committee) responsible for
publishing this article

Calvin Chan (1971)
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Rest In Peace

The La Salle community is saddened that Dr. Po-Ping Wong (Class of 1951) passed away peacefully
In Loving Memory of on Sunday August 24, 2014. Our prayers and thoughts are with the Wong family. May Po-Ping rest
in peace.

Po-Ping Wong attended the Global Reunion 2014 World Conference. He talked with Brother Steve
and many Old Boys. He sat at the front row listening to Brother Steve's presentation.

Po-Ping is survived by Jane, his wife of 58 years, his three sons and their spouses, seven
grandchildren and a great-grandson. In the memorial service at Huntington Beach Baptist Church,
Ted, the second son, quoted his father’s saying: “It is not the years in life, but the life in the years,”
that counts. Po-ping lived life to the fullest in his earthly sojourn of 84 years, contributing much to
the dental profession and community services.

Two articles about the Wong family appeared in this newsletter. Readers can find the first article
entitled “A Tradition Across Four Generations” about Dr. Po-Ping Wong in the August 2012 issue.
The second article entitled “Father and Son on Stage” about Major General Ted Wong, second son
Po-Ping Wong of Dr. Po-Ping Wong, just appeared in the August 2014 issue. Both articles can be found in the

930 - 2014 newsletter archive available online at http://www.Iscob-global.net/index.php/repository/nals.html.
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