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Observation of Purple Gallinule (Porphyrio porphyrio) at the Sivash.
Andryushchcnko Yu.A.l Ardamatskaya T.B2, Belik V.P.3 Gavrilenko V.S.4 - 1 - The
Azov-Black Sea Ornithological Station; 2 - Ukrainian Society for Bird Conservation;
3 - Rostov Pedagogical University; 4 - Biosphere Reserve “Askania-Nova”

The nearest to Ukraine part of the Purple Gallinule (Porphyrio poliocephalus) distri-
bution range is located at the western coast of the Caspian Sea in the lower reaches
of the Terek and Sida rivers. In past this species sometimes flied into the south of
Ukraine. Our Purple Gallinule was recorded 11 October 2003 in the north of the
Central Sivash at the village Stroganovka (Novotroitsky district, Kherson region). The
bird wasfeeding near reedbeds in the shalloxv waters of the pond made by waterfrom
several artesian wells. It may have appeared in the area near Sivash: from the zoo or
zoofarm; because of heavy south-eastern wind; or as a result of its migration.

Banxaiwas K YKpauHe 4yacTb apeana cyntaHku (Porphyrio porphyrio) HaxoguTcs Ha
3anagHom nobepexbe Kacnuiickoro mops B HM30BbAX Tepeka u Cynbl (MBaHoB, 1976). B
NpOLUNOM BWA THE3AWNCA B HM30BbAX BONrM M Kak 3aneTHbI M3pefka BCTpevancs Ha tore
YKpauHbl: B KoHue 40-x - B Hayane 50-x rogoB - B HM30BbsAX [HecTpa (HasapeHko, 1953) u
[OHenpa (MsaHoB, 1976).

HabniogeHnsa nposefeHbl B YC/NOBWAX XOPOLWIEro ecTeCTBEHHOrO OCBELeHUA, 4To
No3BOMWNO fleTaNbHO PaccMOTpeTb NTMLY W TOYHO ONpeAennuTb Ce BULOBYHO NPUHALNEXHOCTD.
Mcnonb3oBannce 8-Mmn n 10-TU KpaTHble GUHOKAN.

Hamun cyntaHka oTmedeHa 11 okTab6pa 2003 roga Ha ceepe LieHTpanbHoro Cwusawa
B paiioHe c.CTporaHoBka (HoBOTpoMLKWiIA paliloH XepcoHCKoi o6nactu). MTuua KopMuaach
y 3apocneii TPOCTHWKA Ha MeNnkoBOAbe npyfAa, 06pa3soBaHHOrO BOAAMU U3 HECKONbKUX
apTe3naHCKNX CKBaXWH. B 04HW M3 MOMEHTOB Mbl Habnfann ee KOHMAUKT C Cepoil Lannei
(Ardea cinerea): cyntaHka 6pocuiacb K uanfie W OTOrHana ee NMPUMEPHO Ha 5 M OT MecTa
KopMneHusa. MoTpeBOXeHHas HaMu nNTuua nocne 10 MUHYT HabnoAeHWA 3a Heli cKpblnach B
3apocnax TPOCTHWUKA, N0 Yepe3 40 MWUHYT BHOBb BbllL/1a HA Me/NIKOBOJbE W ee CHOBA MOXHO
6bIN0 paccmMoTpeTb.

OcTaeTca OTKpbITBIM BOMPOC, OTKYfAa B OCEHHWI nNepuoj MosBunacb CynTaHKa Ha
CuBawe. Henb3s oTpuuaTe BO3MOXHOCTb TOFO, YTO Mbl Habnwfanu nTuuy, cb6exaswy u3
Kakoro-nm6o nNUTOMHWKA WMAM 300Mnapka. XoTA, BMOJHE BO3MOXHO, Mbl WMEEM [eno Cco
cnyvyaem 3aneta W3 MNPUPOAHOIA NoOMynAuMW, MPUYWHBI KOTOPOTrO HEU3BECTHbl. OfHUM U3
aprymMeHToB, X0Tb W He O4YeHb y6eAuTeNbHbIM, B MOAb3Y 3TOr0 MPefnoNoXeHUs MOXeT 6biTb
I0r0-BOCTOYHbI yparaHHblii BeTep, MNpokaTuBwwuiica no tory BoctouyHoit Esponbl 9-10
oKTA6pa 2003 roja, T.e. HakaHyHe BCTpeuum cyntaHku. C Apyroin CTOPOHbI, MOXHO
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npeanonoXuTb, YTO CyNnTaHKa KpaﬁHe pefKo 3aneTaeT Ha tOr YKpauHbl, HO He Monajaet B
none 3peHna OpPHUTO/IOTOB.
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Great Bustard Albino: new data about species breeding biology.

Andryushchenko Yu.A., Stadnichcnko 1.S. The Azov-Black Sea Ornithological Station.
The animal albinism is a complete or pait absence of the tunic colour. It is a very inter-
esting biologic phenomenon. There is a hypothesis that the albinos of the species espe-
cially that with the protective colouring are subjected to more frequent elimination. The
most negative results of such elimination are for rare and vanishing species, where each
individual is ofgreat importance for the population in whole, moreover if the population
range is located in areas with high people density. Over the period 2002-2003 we inves-
tigated this phenomenon on the example of Great Bustard, the species breeding in South
Ukraine. This species is influenced by powerful human pressure.

At the village of Bagerovo, Kerchensky Peninsula (the Crimea) an albino was registered
in the flock of Great Bustards 10 October 2002. Dirty white colour dominated in its
plumage. Those parts, which are normally black, were light-greyish-white: especially they
were tips of pen-feathers and tail feathers, and also but in much less degree large strips
on back coverts, neck backside and croxm. Bars on the wings were visible only during
the flight while other more dark spots could be seen only while the bird was standing on
the ground. Spots on the tail feathers were observed only when the tail was turned up
(fig-1)-

Observations of the albino, "marked" with white colour of the plumage gave neic inter-
esting data about Great Bustards in the breeding period. It is one more argument for
using the colour marking to study this species biology in details.

The albino was met again in the same region 16 April 2003. It was a female hatching
its clutch of two eggs. The light coloured female was not seen before its flight because of
high grass around the nest: h=50-70 cm, vegetation cover density - 30-50%. It allows
suggesting that normally coloured females of Bustards can safely feed at the nest, being



