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Giai doan ngan ngui tir ngay 9/3/1945, khi Nhat dot ngot cham dut chinh
quyén Bao ho Phép tai Pong Duong trong vong 48 gio, ti ngay 21/8/1945,
khi gudng may quan su Nhat sup d6 1a mot trong nhitng thoi ky quan trong
trong lich st can dai Viét Nam. Trong giai doan nay, hai chinh phu Viét
Nam “doc lap” ra doi, cham dut tam thap nién Phap d6 ho, va kich dong mot
cudc cach mang xa hoi ma dic diém 1a hién tuong Viét-Nam-Hoéa tat ca cac
cAu tric xa hoi. (1)

1. Bai viét nay rdt ra tir Ludn an Tién si sir hoc cua tac gid dé trinh
tai Pai hoc Wisconsin-Madison vdo thing 12/1984, dwdi sy hwéng dan
cua co Gidng sw John R. W. Smail; va da ding trén Journal of Asian
Studies vao thang 2/1986. Tac gid cam ta Héi dong hoc bong Fulbright
Bo Ngoai Giao My, cac nhan vién lién hé tai Viét Nam, cung su tro giup
ciia Pai Hoc Khoa Hoc Nhdn Vin thanh phé HCM (Pai hoc Vin Khoa
cii), va nhiéu hoc gid, sir gia, nhdn vién ba trung tam leu trit quUAC gia tai
Ha Ngi va Sai Gon, va déc biét cac than hizu trong chuyén du khdo ndm
2004-2005.

Trong khéi van chuong hién hitu vé thoi Ky nay, cac tac gia da chi ch
trong dén bién cb goi 1a “cudc dao chanh Nhat ngay 9/3/1945,” hay viéc doat
chinh quyén caa Mat Tran Viét Minh, do Cong san lanh dao, dugc xung
tung nhu “cach mang Thang Tam 1945,” nhung vai sy yém trg cua S& Hanh
Pong Chién Luoc (OSS) My; trong khi tang 1 hay tim céch ha uy tin ché do
duoc Nhat bao trg, tac “tan” Dé qudc Viét Nam (11/3-25/8/1945). Vai
truong hop ngoai 1€ 1a nhirng bai viét cua Ralph B. Smith (1978) va Masaya
Shiraishi (1982). (2) Str dung cé4c tai liéu van khd Nhat lién quan dén viéc
Nhat tudc vii khi quan Phap trong thang 3/1945 va to bdo Phap ngir
L'Opinion-Impartial xuat ban tai Sai Gon, Smith thuat lai ti mi cudc tan kich
quan su cua Nhat (danh hiéu Chién dich MEIGO) dé lat &6 Phéap va su thanh
lap chinh pha Tran Trong Kim (17/4-25/8/1945) tai Hué. Pugc tham khao
cac tai liéu twong ty, cong thém mét so tai liéu thanh van Nhat va Viét ng,
cuing nhitng cudc phong van ki cang mot sé tac nhan Nhat, Shiraishi ghi lai



day du chi tiét cudc thanh trirng caa Nhat ngay 9/3/1945 va bi an caa viéc
Nhat Ira chon cac cong sy vién nguoi Viét. Tuy nhién, sb luong tu liéu van
khé Phap dbi dao cing nhitng 4n pham dinh ky Nhat va Viét ngir duong thoi
chua duoc khai thac ki ludng, bai thé céc tac gia chua tai tao duoc day du
giai doan chuyén tiép trén, mot trong nhitng khic quanh hé trong cua lich s
Viét Nam.

Bai viét nay gioi thiéu diy du hon vé giai doan ké trén. Trudc hét, bai
viét s& gidi thiéu mot cach tdng quét tinh hinh Viét Nam 1am nén tang cho
nhitng diéu thao luan, réi di sdu vao ndi tinh Viét Nam, dic biét 1a nhiing
viéc 1am va tdm quan trong cua chinh phu Tran Trong Kim. T6i tin rang
chinh phit Kim—trong thoi khoang von ven bén [4] thang va dudi nhing
d1eu kién cuc ky kho khan—da khoi xuat nhiing budc quan trong Ve hudng
nén doc lap caa Viét Nam, ké ca viéc Viét-Nam-hda phan nao QUOng may
hanh chinh bao ho Phép, va da thuong thao viéc thong nhat 13nh tho truéc
khi Viét Minh doat chinh quyén vao thang 8/1945. Chinh phu Kim da kich
dong sy tham gia chinh tri cia dam dong, cd sdy viéc tach roi khoi anh
hudng Phap, va da trao cho ché do thu nghich va ké vi, tirc ché do Viét Nam
Dan Chu Cong Hoa [VNDCCH] cua Nguyén Sinh Coén (bi danh H6 Chi
Minh), mot thé hé tudi tré c6 té chic va chinh-tri-hda—mot nguon tai
nguyén qui bau cho cudc cach mang thang 8/1945 va cudc khang chién
chéng Phap ké tiép. Chinh phu Kim phat dong cuoc cai cach giéo duc, ké ca
viéc chon chir Viét mgi—dya theo chit cai Latin—lam quéc ngir tai céc
cong so va truong hoc. Néu khong khao séat ky nhiing viéc 1am cua chinh
phu bi 1ang quén nay, tdi tin rang nguoi ta s& chi trinh dién cudc cach mang
1945 cua Viét Nam mot cach sai lac va dong thoi don gian hoa nhiing bién
c6 ké tiép da dan dén cuoc chién tranh 30 ndm (1945-1975).

Nguodn tu liéu caa ching tdi gom hd so Toa Quan Su Thé Giéi tai Vién
Dong (Pritchard va Zaide 1981), nhiing bién khao do cyu si quan Nhat thuc
hién ve hoat dong cua Lo quan Mién Nam (Detwiler va Burdick 1980), tai
licu van khé Phap(3), cac bao chi, 4n pham dinh ky Xuat ban tai Pong
Duong va Nhat, cung truyen khau sir tir mot s6 tac nhan nhu Hoang Xuén
Han, Ho T4 Khanh, Nguyén Manh Ha, v.. v... tai Paris trong giai doan 1982-
1985. Nhiing tai liéu méi sir dung trong an ban nay gom hoi ky hay nhat ky
ctia mot s6 Bo trudng dau tién caa chinh pha Viét Nam Dan Cha Cong Hoa
[VNDCCH], dac biét 1a Vi Dinh Hoé, cung tu liéu khac thu thap tai Viét
Nam trong chuyén du khao nam 2004-2005.(4)

4. Vi binh Hoe, Hoi ky Vii Binh Hoé (Ha Noi: Hoi Nha Van, 2004),
tr. 176 [Du : s6 1 cuia Bao Pai; va phé binh cua Luat su Bui Tuong Chiéu];

Lé Van Hién, Nhat Ky mot Bo truong, 2 tip (Pa Nang: 2004), va Vin

Kién Dang Toan Tap, do Ba Tran Thi Nga gui ting. Tran trong da ta



Gi4o su Vii Binh Hoé di cho phong van tai Tha Buc (quan 9, Thanh phd
HCM) trong ndm 2004-2005.

Tan Pong Dwong Ciaa Nhat

Sau gan 54 thang sur dung chinh quyén Phap than Vichy nhu mét cong
cu hanh chinh dé khai thac téi da phan dong gop ctua Pong Duong vao cudc
chién Pai Dong A, ngay 9/3/1945, ngudi Nhat cham duat cudc hop tac ludng
loi nay. (Vii Ngu Chiéu,1984:chuong 2, 5) Téi d6, Pai st Matsumoto
Shunichi trao cho Toan quyén Jean Decoux (1940-1945) mot tdi-hau-thu,
doi kiém soét truc tiép Pong Duong, tudc bo vii khi cua quan doi va canh
sat Phap, vei thoi han hai [2] gio phai tra 16i. Ngay sau khi ti-hau-thu vira
hét han, khudc tir 10i xin tiép tuc thuong thuyét, cac tu 1énh Nhat cho binh si
tan céng moi cong s& va doanh trai Phap. Chua day 48 tiéng ddng ho, nguoi
Nhat hoan toan lam chu tinh hinh. Decoux, nhitng cong su Vién, va héu hét
cac tuéng Phap—keé ca Tudng Eugéne Mordant (bi danh Narcisse), Tong dai
biéu cua chinh pha 1am thoi Phap dudi quyén Charles de Gaulle—bi bit git.
Chi c6 mot phan cua Su doan Bic Ky dudi quyén Tudng Gabriel Sabattier,
thoat khoi cudc tan cong chép nhoang nay va rat 1én hudng rung ndi Lai
Chéu va Phong Saly gan bién gisi Viét-Trung. Ngay 2/5, toan bo quan Phap
déu roi 1anh thé Pong Duong chay qua Hoa Nam, va ngay ndy, Pong
Duong budc vao mot ky nguyén mai do Nhat tru liéu. (SHAT [Vincennes],
Indohine, 10H xxx [hop 78-80]; IMTFE: Exhibits 661-63; Detwiler va
Burdick 1980: tap 6; Nghién ctu Nhat Tap sé 25, tr. 16; L'Action, 18, 19 &
21/3/1945; Tin Mdi, 11-19/3/1945; Decoux 1949: 305-6; bao céo cua
Pereyra trong CAOM (Aix), Indochine Noveaux Fonds [INF], hop 133, hd
so 1107; bao cao cua Sabattier trong CAOM (Aix), PA 14, hop 1; Nitz
1983).

Nudc Nhat ¢é hai [2] muc tiéu khi quyét dinh thanh trirng chinh quyén
Decoux: Thir nhat, dé trung lap héa quan doi Phap, canh sat vé trang, va cac
can bo theo phe de Gaulle ma su hién dién tai Bong Duong s€ tao cho Nhat
nhiéu tr& ngai néu Pong Minh d6 bd luc dia A Chau, mot diéu duogc tién
doan rong rai trong thoi khoang nay. Thir hai, va quan trong hon, la tang
cuong phong thu Bong Duong bang cach truc tiép Kiém soat toan ban dao,
dong thoi kéu goi su yém tro cua cac sac dan Pong Duong qua mdi nhtr cho
ho mot nén déc ldp cé diéu kién.

Su thay doi quan trong nhat 1 viéc thay thé cac vién chic cao cap trong
chinh phu lién bang tai Ha Noi va nam [5] chinh quyén ban xu tai Cam B6t
[Kampuchea], Lao, Bic, Trung va Nam Ky. Ngay 16/3/1945, Tuéng
Tsuchihashi Yuitsui, Tu Iénh Quan doan 38, tirc Quan doan don tra & bong
Duong, trd thanh Toan quyén Nhat thir nhat, va duy nhat. It lau sau, qua



thang 5/1945, Tsuchihashi roi Tong hanh dinh tir Sai Gon ra Ha Noi. Dai st
Matsumoto tré thanh C6 van chinh tri cia Toan quyén; va sau d6 Tsukamoto
Takeshi 1én thay, nhung chi mang tuéc Tong thu ky (thuong duge nguoi
Viét goi ton 1én 1a Phd Toan quyén). Cac vién chirc Nhat tryuc tiép diéu khién
moi nha s& cua chinh phu lién bang, dac biét la canh sat, tu phap, tai chinh,
thanh nién va thé thao, va thong tin. Trong khi d6, Nam Ky c6 mét Thong
béc, Minoda Fujio, cyu Téng lanh su Sai Gon. Bic Ky duoc mot Quyen
Théng St, Nishimura Kumao, cho téi thuong tuan thang 5/1945, khi Bac Ky
duoc sat nhap vao “tan” Dé quéc Viét Nam cta Hoang dé Bao Pai. Nhitng
Xt méi doc 1ap nhur An-Nam, Cam Bét [Kampuchea] va Lao déu c6 mot Co
van Téi cao hay Dai str. (L'Action, 19/3 & 20/4/1945).

Ngoai trir nhitng cudc hanh quan tao thanh—dé truy Iing canh séat than
ché d6 Vichy va gian diép thudc phe de Gaulle d3 xam nhap duyén hai Bac
BO dudi su bao trg cua co quan OSS—cong ddng Phap kiéu duoc dbi dai
kha tir té. Cac vién chac Phap hang thap va chuyén vién duoc phép tiép tuc
lam viéc. Thuong dan Phap chiu mét sb bién phap ché tai trong thoi chién
nhu tich thu vil khi, may thu thanh, may chup hinh va may danh chir, kiém
soat viéc di chuyén va hoi hop, va chi dinh cu tra. Vi phan dong Phap kiéu,
doi soéng tro lai binh thuong. Ngay 15/3, Ngan Hang Pong Duong mé cua
trg lai. Bao tiéng Phéap tuc ban ¢ Sai Gon va Ha Nai, tac hai to L'Opinion-
Impartial [Du Luan Trung Lap] va L'Action [Hanh Bong]. Du luan diéu cua
hai nhat bao trén than Nhat, su c6 mat caa ching gidp minh bach hoa chinh
sach caa Nhat truge hé thong tuyén truyén cia Pong Minh hay nhiing 1oi
ddn dai vo can. Truong hop bi doi chd &, mdi gia dinh (hd) dugc phép mang
theo mot nguoi 1am. Chinh quyén Nhat ciing bao d¢am su an toan cia thudng
dan Phap.

Vi dan Pong Duong, Tsuchihashi quyét dinh cai héa cang nhiéu cuu
cong su vién véi Phap cang tét. Vua Bao Dai cia An-Nam, Norodom
Sihanouk cua Cambodge, va Srisavang-vong cua Lao déu duoc khuyén
khich tuyén bé doc lap véi Phap, va nhin nhan Tuyén Cao Chung cia céac
nudc Pai Pong A. (L'Action, 19/3 & 15/4/1945). Thudc ha caa ho, ngoai trir
nhitng c& nhan mat 1ong dan ching va co lap truong than Phap, déu duoc giir
nguyén vi. Mot s6 ngudi con duoc dua 1én nhitng chirc vy cao hon trude kia
danh riéng cho Phap kiéu. Tai Viét Nam, theo mot nguédn tin, C6 Van Téi
Cao Yokoyama Masayuki dén thim Bao Pai budi sang 11/3 va thuyét phuc
duoc vua hop tac voi Nhat. Chiéu do, Bao Pai hop noi cac, va moi nguoi
déu ung ho tuyén céo doc 1ap véi Phap. Ban tuyén céo nay c6 nhitng diém
dang cha y dic biét. Truge hét, du vo tinh hay cb y, nd chi néi dén An-
Nam—mét thuat ngit c6 thé dién dich nhu An-Nam (Trung Ky), hay vuong
quéc Pai Nam (gém ca ba ky). Thir hai, ban tuyén céo chi xac dinh hay bo



hoa uéc 6/6/1884 vé viéc “bao ho” Trung va Bic Ky, ma khong da dong gi
dén cac hoa woc 5/6/1862 va 15/3/1874 xac dinh nhuong dit Nam Ky, hay
cac qui udc 1887 va 1896 lién quan dén cac thi x4 Ha Noi, Hai Phong va Pa
Nang (Tourane). Thém nita, ban tuyén cao doc lap voi Phap cia Bao Dai di
kém véi 161 tuyén bd phu thudc vao Nhat, hira hen “Hop tac toan dién véi
DPé quéc Nhat trong niém tin thanh khan vao thién y cua Nhat.” (Nippon
Times, 14/3/1945).

Nhu thé vai tro cua Bao Dai, trong ké hoach so khoi cua Nhat, ciing
tuong tu vai trd dudi thoi Phép thuoc—vua chi 1a mot biéu tuong cua Hoang
gia ma khéng chat thuc quyén. Tuy nhién, vi phong trao qudc gia va tinh
than yéu nudc ngdy mot dang cao trong quéc dan Viét, Nhat quyét dinh to
son, trat phan thém cho vai trd Bao Pai. Ngay 17/3, Bao Pai cho Iénh Téng
ly Ngu tién caa minh viét tuyén cao Ia tir nay s& tryc tiép tham chinh, trén
nguyén tic “Dan vi quy” (mot cau trong sach cia Manh Kha). (5) Hai ngay
sau, cac Thuong thu trong ndi cac Pham Quynh tir chic. Bao Pai dugc tu do
tim “nguoi tai dirc” mai.

5. Ngay Nay, 5/5/1945; Pham Khic Hoe 1982: 60.

Tuyén cdo doc 1ap cua Bao Pai nhu thé chi lién quan dén Trung va Bac
Ky. Mac di né mang lai cam hang va hy vong duge doc 1ap va thong nhat
lanh tho, & thoi diém nay né chang cé hiéu luc gi véi hién trang chinh tri tai
Nam Ky. Théng déc Minoda nhiéu hon mét lan nhac nhd nhiing chinh
khach Viét qua xtc dong la dinh nghia “doc Ieflp” cua Nhat rat gioi han. Ngay
29/3/1945 Minoda nhan manh rang khong ai c6 the hicu sai viéc Nam Ky
thuoc quyen quan quan cua Nhat, hay nén doc 1ap caa Viét Nam tdy thudc
vao két qua cua cudc chién Dai Pong A. (L'Action, 31/3/1945).

Tinh Trang Viét Nam, 3-4/1945

Viéc Nhat thanh trimg nguoi Phap va ban cho Bao Pai “doc lap co diéu
kién” xay ra trong mot giai doan cuc ky kho khian, khién sy ung ho cia qudc
dan bi giam sut.

Thu nhét, that rd rang 14 Nhat dang thua tran. Vién anh bai tran cua Nhat
tao nén thai do bat hop tac trong giai ting c6 hoc, giai ting cung cap phan
I6n nhitng cong su vién cua Nhat. Trong khi do, chinh phu Iam thoi cua
Charles de Gaulle tai Paris don moi nd lyc tai chiém Pong Duong. Song
song vai nhitng nd luc trén binh dién qudc té dé gianh “quyén s¢ hitu téi
thuong” Dong Duong, chinh phu Phép gui dac cong va gian diép vao Viét
Nam dé thu lugm tin tac hay phéa hoai. (Sainteny 1953; SHAT [Vincenes],



Indochine, 10 H xxx [79 va 85]). Can b tuyén truyén Phéap khua chiéng, g&
tréng cho tuyén cdo ngiy 24/3/1945, trong d6 Phap hura hen sé cho 5 xur
Poéng Duong nhiéu tu tri hon va s& thyc hién mot sé cai cach dé nang cao
muc séng dan ching. (JOFI, 15/11/1945: 2-3).

Poc hiém hon, Phap con mo mot loat chién dich tuyén truyén gay nghi
ngo va chia ré gitra cac té chac chinh tri Viét. Mot trong nhiing chién dich
nay la danh bong tén tudi cyu hoang “ndi loan” Duy Tan (1907- 1916), ngu’O’I
da bi truat phé va luu day téi Réunion sau khi tham dy cudc ndi day ngin
ngui thang 5/1916 ma theo cuu hoang Thanh Thai ¢ I€ 1la 4m muu cua
nhoém Nguyén Hitu Bai nham dua Buu Dao, tac Khai Dinh (1916-1925) Ién
ngdi. Chién dich tuyén truyén nay gia ting cuong do trong mua He 1945, khi
Hoang tir Vinh San dugc dua tir Réunion qua Paris trong “ké hoach bi mat”
vé Pong Duong cia de Gaulle. (Gaulle 1959: 230-31; Boissieu 1981: 308-
11, 333-36; L'lnstitut Charles de Gaulle 1982: 174-80, 199-201; Vu
1984:chuong 12; Vu 1992).

Trong khi d6, Viét Nam tién gan hon tinh trang vd chinh phu, ndi bat voi
ba hién tuong 13 con st doc 1ap, nan doi 1944-1945, va su vuot thing cua
Mat tran Viét Minh dudi su che cho caa OSS My.

MGt trong nhiing bién chuyen quan trong sau chién dich Meigo ciia Nhat
ngay 9/3/1945 la sy boc phat con sot doc lap tai Viét Nam. Tiéng “doc lap”
c6 mot sic quyén rii 40 thuat lam thay doi thai d6 moi nguoi.

Tai Ha Noi, mot ky gia ghi nhan,

Tiéng stng cia quan doi Nhat Ban no dém hom 9/3/1945 & dai dat
nay da pha tan duoc doi nd 18 non mot thé ky cua chung ta dudi cude do
ho tan bao cua Phap. Tiur day, chung ta moi that duoc séng.” (TTTB,
5/5/1945).

Nhom tri thac Thanh Nghi—qui tu mot sé luat gia va tri thac cap tién
nhu Vit Van Hién, Vil Pinh Ho¢, Phan Anh, v.. v..—ciing tich cuc tham gia
chinh phu Tran Trong kim, hoac thanh 1ap Tan Viét Nam Pang, va tai ban
tap chi Thanh Nghi tir ngay 5/5/1945 dé giit gin nén “doc 1ap tir trén gioi roi
xuéng.” (a)

a. “Nhitng diéu kién dé xay dung nén doc lap;” Thanh Nghi, dic san
chinh tri (Ha Nbi), 5/5/1945; Vi Binh Hoé, Hoi ky (Ha Noi: Hoi nha

van, 2004), tr. 173-76.

Ngay ca nhitng nguoi trude kia tu nhan ché dé Phap lién hé chat ché dén
“bat com” ctia ho ciing thay d6i thai d6. Viéc Nhat tiép tuc sir dung Bao Dai
gitip 16i kéo dugc sy ung ho cua gisi thuong luu va cac gia dinh giau co, thé
lyc. Hoang Trong Phu, nhan vat than Phap uy quyén nhat mién Bic thoi



Phap thudc, toi Hué dé cb van Bao Dai vé chinh phu doc lap tuong lai cia
“An Nam.” Vi Vin Dinh, lanh dao hang dau cua dan Ning tai ving Lang
Son, dén Ha Noi dé ¢ van Nishimura Kumao. (L'Action, 7/4/1945) Ho6 Dic
Piém, ngudi duoc phe De Gaulle coi nhu mot trong 17 dé cir vién c6 thé dua
ra khoi nuée dé tro thanh dai dién cia Pong Duong tai Qudc Hoi Lap Hién
Phap, duoc tiép tuc giit chuc Tong doc Ha Pong, phia nam Ha Noi. (b)
b. CAOM (Aix), Affaires Politiques [AP], hop 3448. Ha Dong la
mot tinh do Phap dat ra nam 1888; hai huyén Tho Xuong va Vinh Thuan
ddi 1am huyén Hoan Long. Tinh li Ha Dong dat tai Cau Do. Nam 1890,
tach phu Li Nhan ra thanh tinh Ha Nam. Nam 1909, tach chau Luc Thuay
cua Hoa Binh, dat vao Ha Nam. DNNTC, q. XIII, “Ha No6i,” 1997,
3:162n1.

Ngay dén Pham Quynh, ndi tiéng vé su hop tac voi Phap—va muc tiéu
da kich cua ca Cong San Ian phe Ki-td giao than can Ngbé Pinh Khoi-Ng6
Pinh Thuc—ciing c6 tin mudn hop tac véi Nhat. (c)

c. Pham Khic Hoe 1982: 59-60).

Cac con duong dan vé Hué bdng dung tdp nap nhiing nhan vat quan
trong trong Au phuc hay quan phuc, duoc ngudi Nhat moi hay tu moi, dé
gitp Viét Nam trg thanh mot nude doc 1ap trong khdi Thinh Vuong Chung
Pai Pong A ctia Nhat.

Su bung né chinh tri nay tring hop véi nan doi At Dau (1945), mot bién
c6 bi tham tai Bac va Bic Trung Ky. Nan do6i da khai dau tir nam 1944; d6
la sy 0& v& cudi cing cua su cang thang kinh té lién liy gia ting dudi thoi
Phép thuoc; va, dan ching ngay thém nghéo kho, quan bic duéi thoi Nhat
chiém dong. Thong thuong, néng dan Bic va Trung Ky chi san xuat vira du
sb gao can dung. Trudng hop cé thién tai, ho can duoc tiép té bang gao mién
Nam. Tuy nhién, tr vy mua ndm 1943 (khoang thang 11-12), chinh quyén
Decoux di cho 1énh nng dan Bac va Trung Ky phai ban s6 “thoc thing du”
cho nha nudc. Piéu ndy c6 nghia mdi dan lang phai ban cho nha nudc mot
s6 luong thoc nhat dinh, bat ké thu gat dugc bao nhiéu. Ngoai ra, gia chinh
thirc thu mua cta nha nudc thap hon gia thi truong. Cung véi sy 16ng quyén
va am muru truc lgi cua nhirng ké thu mua thoc, chinh sach trén vét sach cac
vua thoc danh dum cua néng dan, va khién rat nhiéu trung nong bi sat
nghiep Trong khi d6 cac cudc oanh tac va phong toa hai 16 cua Lién Bang
My¥ cat dut hau hét viéc chuyen van l0a gao tir Nam ra Trung hay Bac. Cac
tau van tdi cua Dong Duong hau nhu té liét. 7 trén 13 tau chay ven bién
(caboteurs) bi dam. Tau dang 1& cap bén Hai Phong phai Iui dan xudng phia
Nam; Tourane, rdi Qui Nhon; va, vao cubi thang 8/1944, phai d6 hang &



Nha Trang (Cable 11,270). Tu ngay 1/1 toi ngay 1/7/1944, vi phai dung
thuyen budm ché ra dugc mién Bic 3,672 tin gao an; va 4,506 tin gao dé
ché con (Cable 11,272). Van tai bang dudng bo, dang tir 4,000 tan vao thang
1/1944, xubng con 660 tan vao thang 2/1944, va 230 tan trong thang 3/1944.
Tur Bic cho vao Nam chi duoc 660 tan trong thang 4/1944 (Cable 11,273).
Tru tinh chg 2,500 tin trong thang 8/1944, nhung con bio trong hai ngay
10-11/7/1944 pha huy mat 600 tin mudi. Kho mudi & Bic chi con 18,000
tan, can 17,000 tan dung cho téi cudi nim, va 40,000 tan dé dung cho toi
mua mudi vao thang 4/1945. Sb luong théc gao thinh thoang ché duoc ra
Bic thi bi tén kho dé sir dung tai cac thanh phd hay dé ché bién thanh nhién
liéu can thiét cho quan su (6).

6. Cable 11,273; Tels 11,268-11,278, 5/8/1944, Dalat gui Colonies

Vichy; AOM [Paris], FOM, Carton 272, Dossier 451).

Bai thé tir vy mua ndm 1943, ndng dan mién Bic va mién Trung phai
tréng cay vao sb thoc thu gat mai mia hoic phai tréng vao cac loai hoa mau
phu ma ho c6 thé gieo trong. (Liéu, Bich va Pam 1957: tap 11: 87-88). Mot
loat nhitng cudc thién tai trong moa Hé 1944 pha huy gan hét vu mia tai vai
tinh, dic biét 12 Thai Binh & mién Bic, noi van dé nhan man va thiéu dinh
dudng 1a nhitng van nan truong ky. Té hai hon nira, thoi tiét lanh khac
nghiét ciia mua Pong 1944-1945 1am hu gan hét hoa mau phu.

Nan d6i lan tran khiap dong bang song Hong va séng Ma. Tré em, roi
nguoi 16n, va cudi cung toan gia dinh 1am vao canh chét doi. Doi dién tu
than, dan qué tai nhiing viing bi nan d6i hoanh hanh 1én dudng di kiém thuc
pham. Ho tran vao céc cho 1an can, roi kéo vé céc thi tran va thi x4, & d6
theo loi don c6 rat nhiéu kho thoc day ap. Sw giup d& nhé nhoi cua cac hoi
tir thién tu nhan khoé thé giai quyet con khung hoang qua tram trong. Nhing
nong dan lang thang xin &n 4m tham guc d6 xudng cac mat pho hay khong
thé thire gidc sau mot dém ngu dd trén 1& duong cua céc thi tran va thanh phd.
(Dan Méi, 6/6/1945; TTTB, 12/5-23/6/1945; Pham Vin Liéu, Tra Ta Song
Nui, 3 tap (Houston: Van Hoa, 2000-2002, I:).

Trong khi ¢6 Mit Tran Viét Minh, do Cong san cam dau, khon khéo
khai thé4c tinh trang chién tranh dé 16i kéo sy ing ho cua moi gigi. T chic
ngoai Vi cua Pang Cong san Pong Duong ndy, theo mdt nguoén tin, duoc
Nguyén Sinh Cén (ticc H5 Chi Minh) lap vao thang 5/1941, (7) sau khi Phap
da bat giir hai dai dién Quéc Té Cong san trong chién dich “khung bb tring”
1939-1941.

Duéi bang hiéu méi 1a “dau tranh chéng Phat-xit Nhat va Dai qubc
Phép,” Mat Tran Viét Minh nin thé qua song trong giai doan cai tri gian tiép
cua Nhat (9/1940-3/1945). Mac du cac co quan tinh bao Trung Hoa va Lién



Bang My chii y dén C6n va to chic Viét Minh, nhung ho chi muén thué t6
chtc Viét Minh dé thu thap tin tic vé quan Nhat, qua hé thong cua Truong
Phat Khué, mot lanh chda quén phiét Trung Hoa & Quang Tay. Cac si quan
tinh bdo My khéng dau su nghi ngo vé Con. Cudi thang 2/1945—sau  khi
Viét Minh da ctu thoat trung Uy phi cong William Shaw—Tudéng Claire L.
Chennault, Cap chi huy tryc tiép cua phi cong trén, van khong tiép kién “ong
Hoang.” Chién dich Meigo cua Nhat khién vién chuac My bong thay ddi han
thai do voi Viét Minh. Su thay doi ‘nay la do nhu cau tinh bao V€ quan lyc
Nhat tai Pong Duong. Cudc tong tan kich ngay 9-10/3/1945 da cat dut hau
hét hé thdng tinh bdo ma trude d6 ngudi Phép tai noi dia da cung cip cho
Trung Hoa va My. Nhén vién OSS biét phai cho B6 Tu 1énh cta Tudng
Gabriel Sabattier tai Bién Bién Phu ciing bt budc phai theo Sabattier cling
tan quan Phép rut khoi Bong Duong. (Patti 1980: 75-80; Spector 1983: 39-
40; SHAT [Vicennes], Indohine, 10 H xxx [80]).

Ngay 17/3, Charles Fenn, mot nhan vién OSS tai Doi Yém Tro Khong
Luc Dudi Dt (AGAS) tai Trung Hoa, duoc 1énh tiép xtc Ho, va dat cho Ho
bi danh “Lucius,” truéc khi nhe H6 dua hai nhan vién AGAS tré lai noi dia
(Fenn 1973:76-80). Sau d6, Pai Uy Archimedes L. Patti, vi né trong su
lwong thién cia HO va thai do dimg dung véi ngan qui dbi dao cua OSS, da
tang 1o lién hé gitra HO voi Qudc Té Cong San, tiép tuc st dung HO6 dong
loat vé&i cac nhan vién Phap. (Patti 1980:83-87,104-5) Quyét dinh cua Patti,
can ghi cha, cuc ky quan trong. Nhitng ngay sau d6, nho vii khi My, thuée
men, trang cu va dac biét 1a bé ngoai duoc My cong nhan va yém tro, Dang
CSPD—dudi chiéu bai Viét Minh—sém héi phuc khoi tinh trang bi danh v
nat dudi tay Phap trong giai doan tur 1939 téi 1944. (Liéu 1964, CAOM
(Aix), CP, hop 161 va 192). Co quan tuyén truyén cua Viét Minh ciing ra
suc tw danh bong Viét Minh nhu mot t6 chuc hop phap duy nhit dang hop
tac vai phe chién thang Bong Minh va gay gat t6 cdo tuyén ngdn doc lap cua
Bao Dai la tht “doc lap banh v&” (xem chang han Liéu 1945). Can bo Viét
Minh con tich cuc loi dung nan déi dé khich dong dam dong hau tao co hoi
thuan tién cho méot cudc noi day, du tri khi quan Pong Minh d6 bo & Trung
Hoa va Pong Duong trong khoang mua Thu 1945 va mua Xuéan 1946.
(République Démocratique du Vietnam 1959:28-48).

Ngay 5/8/1944n S Cong Tac hay Hanh Bong (Service d'Action) cta

Phép chinh thac thanh 14p tai India. Thuc té, d3 bat dau hoat dong tur

19/11/1943 khi Alger gui nhan vién qua India nho Force 136 cua Anh

huan luyén; va bat dau nhitng cong tac bi mat tai Péng Duong tir

1/5/1944 (SHAT, 10H xxx [85]). Trung ta Crévecoeur, Chi huy trudng,

lam viéc bén canh Bo Chi huy Force 136 ¢ Kandy. C6 nhén vién tai

Kandy, Calcutta va Cén Minh. Sau ngdy Pong Minh d6 bé Normandie



va Provence, co quan DGER giri chuyén vién sang diéu khién S¢ Hanh
dong. Trong sé nhitng can bo dac cong vo trang tinh than nay c6 Dai Gy
Caille, tac Paul Mus.

Nam 1942, Lé Gian, mot trong 7 tu nhan chinh tri Viét Nam [Hoang
binh Rong, Lé Gian, Duong Cong Hoat, Hoang Htu Nam [Phan Bbi],
Pallat Nguyén Vin Minh, Nguyén Vin Ngoc va Vil Van Dbich] tai
Karianga (Madagascar) dugc co quan tinh bao Bri- tén tuyén mo (trong
s6 27 t) dé dua vé Pong Duong hoat dong.

Hoang Dinh Rong, Duong Cong Hoat 1a hai nguoi dau tién duoc dua
qua Madagascar. R6i dap thiy phi co téi Mumbasa (Kenya), dé XUong
tau di Bombay. Nam nguoi khéac cling lién tuc t6i Bombay. Roi chuyén
qua Calcutta, tham dy 16p huan luyén tinh béo tai day. Cudi 1942, man
khoa huan luyén, Hoang Pinh Rong duoc dua vé Con Minh mé duong
gidy vé6i noi dia. Lién lac duoc tinh tty Cao Bang, rdi trd lai Calcutta.

Cubi 1944, Lé Gian va Hoang Pinh Rong nhay du xudng cach Cao
Bang khoang 2 cay sé. Mot thang sau, Phan Boi [Hoang Hiu Nam] va
Duong Cong Hoat nhay xudng Khau Tong, qué Hoat.

Thang 5/1945, ba ngu’(rl cudi duoc tha xuéng Tlen L, Chuong My,
Ha Pong. Rong tryc tiép chi huy cudp chinh quyén Cao Bang, chi huy
doan quan Nam tién, tro thanh Tu 1énh Khu 9 [Vii Puc].

Vi Van bich : Cuc trudng tinh bao quan doi. Duong Cong Hoat : Bi
thu Cao Bang. Lé Gian : Giam doc Cong An Trung Uong. Nguyén Vin
Ngoc : Giam doc Cong An Trung Bo. (CAND.com.vn., 2/9/2005)

Gidng nhu Viét Minh, cac nhém than Nhat tai Viét Nam chang coi trong
gi Bao Pai. Thuc ra, quyét dinh duy tri Bao Dai cia Nhat khién moi nguoi
déu ngac nhién, ké ca chinh Bao Dai. (Bao Dai 1980: 101). Nuéc Nhat da
tirng cho Hoang Than Cudng Dé, bac ho cua Bao Dai va thudc dong truong
cia vua Gia Long (1802-1820) ti nan nhiéu thap nién. Nam 1939, Nhat
khuyén khich Cudng Dé thanh lap Viét Nam Phuc Quoc Pong Minh Hoi,
thuong goi tat 1a Phuc Québc. Tong Hanh Dinh L6 Quan Mién Nam cuia Nhat
tai Quang Chau (Canton, hay Guangzhou) ciing tung t6 chic Viét Kiéu ti
nan & Trung Hoa thanh mot luc luong vo trang, tac Viét Nam Kién Quac
Quan, véi khoang 2,000 ngudi, duoc trang bi tir 300 t6i 400 vii khi. (CAOM
(Aix), INF, hop 133, hd so 1120), va giao cho Tran Phudc An (bi danh
Shibata) cting Tran Trung Lap, hai cong su vién than can ciia Cuong Dé, chi
huy. Thang 9/1940, Kién Qudc Quén theo Su doan 5 Ngu LA&m Quan Nhat
danh chiém Lang Son, mét tinh séat ranh gigi Trung-Viét. Nhung thang
10/1940, sau khi Toan quyén Decoux chap thuan cho quan Nhat chiém déng
bic Bic Ky, Su doan 5 Ngu Lam Quan triét thoai khoi Lang Son. Tran



Trung Lap dinh duy tri vung giai phong dugc, nhung bi quan Phap da bai.
Lap bi bat va xu tir vao thang 12/1940. (SHAT [Vincennes], Indochine, 10H
xxx [81]).

Tuy nhién, viéc Nhat bo roi Kién Qudc Quan hay hop tac véi chinh
quyén Phap trong thé chién tha 11 khong du ngan can mot s6 nguoi Viét
tham gia to chirc Phuc Quéc ciia Cudng Dé: Khong du kha nang roi nudc, bi
Canh sat Phap truy lung, va do ap lyc kinh té, s6 nguoi Viét trén xin hop tac
v6i Nhat dé doi lay su an toan va miéng an. Sau 1943, ngudi Nhat bat dau
danh bong Cuong Dé tré lai va ting cudng sac manh cia Phuc Quéc tai noi
dia.

Thang 2/1943, Vii Pinh Dy—mot nhan vién Hién Binh [Kempeitai]
Nhat—duoc dua qua Pong Kinh dé té chic Uy ban Kién Qudc, mét loai
chinh phu phoi thai duéi truéng Cuong Dé. (Cuong De 1957: 138; Thong
Tin, 10/6/1945; Chir 1996) bPong thoi, tai noi dia Viét Nam, ngudi Nhat
khuyen khich cac doan thé chinh tri tham gia t6 chirc cua Cudng Dé. Trong
s6 ndy c6 cac nhom Pai Viét & mién Bic, nhom Dai Vlet Phuc Hung (Ki-to
gid0) do Ngo Dinh Diém (1897-1963) va cac anh em cam dau ¢ mién Trung,
cung cac nhom Dé tir Cong san (Trot-kit) va gido phai mién Nam. (CAOM
(Aix), INF, hop 133, hd so 1210; GOUGAL, 7F 29 va 63, va CP, hop 161)(8)

Thang 7/1943, mot nhan vat Nhat Ban ¢6 uy tin 1a Tuéng Matsui Iwane
tuyén b tai Sai Gon rang ong ta la ban ciia Hoang than Cudng Dé va, “Tot
nhat 13 ngudi Phap nén roi Pong Duong mot cach ém &; bang khong, ho s&
thay nguoi Nhat hanh dong.” (CAOM (Aix), INF, hop 133, ho so 1199.

Anh huéng c& nhan Matsui tai Nhat ra sao di nira, vao thang 1/1945
ngudi Nhat da qui tu kha nhiéu nguoi Viét du dé diéu hanh mot nudc Viét
Nam déoc lap dudi quyén Cuong Dé, véi Ngo Pinh Diém lam Thu Tuéng.
(CAOM (Aix), PA 14, hop I; Chir, 1996; Shiraishi 1982: 226-27)

Nam 1945, du da giai ngli, Matsui bi dwa ra xét xtr tai Tda An Quan

Su Quéc Té ¢ Tokyo, va bi két &n treo co thang 12/1948. Pau thé ky 21,

Matsui cing 13 déng doi con tao nén nhiéu cang thang gitta Tokyo va

Beijing: Chinh phu Trung Cong ap luc Nhat phai dua bai vi 14 cuu chién

binh Nhat bi xép loai toi pham chién tranh hang A khéi dén tho liét si

Yasukuni theo dao Shinto; va ting bat Nhat hoang xin 15i vi cac vién

chtc cao cap Nhat, ké ca duong kim Thu tuéng Abe Zhinto, da t6i thap

huong. Thuec ra, so véi 14 cuu l&nh tu quan phiét Nhat, Trung Hoa ciing
c¢6 hang traim ngan toi pham chién tranh siéu hang nhu Mao Trach Pong,
bing Tiéu Binh, Ha Thé Hiru, Luu Hoa Thanh, v.. v.. Xem thém chi

tiét trong Vi Ngu Chiéu va Hoang D Vii, “Han nhuc bién Dong Nam A

Kién hay Khong Kién?” da dang trong hopluu,net; vietnamvanhien.net,

va minhtrietviet.net).



Nhung Tuéng Tsuchihashi khéng muén dwa Cuong Dé 18n ngbi, co 18
hy vong loi dung tdi da hé théng hanh chinh thudc dia cia Phap. (Murakami
1981: 511)

Quyét dinh ndy—cung véi nhitng yéu té khac, nhu ké hoach hau chién
cua cac dai cuong, su phan hoéa gitta cac dang phai va phe nhém, va bau
khong khi hdn loan—tao nén mot cudc khung hoang chinh pha & Hué.
Trong thang 3 va dau thang 4/1945, Bao Dai hai 1an mai Diém lap chinh phu,
nhung khong thay hoi am. Méi sau nay Co Van Téi Cao Yokoyama méi cho
Bao Dai biét rang ngudi Nhat khdng mudn chon Diém.

(Bao Dai 1980:106) Xem thém Pham Khac Hoé

Thay vao d6, Nhat chon Tran Trong Kim, mét hoc gia noi danh va cling
mot nha gio, lic iy da luu vong [sang Thai Lan] tir ndm 1944,

Il. THE SITUATION IN VIET NAM: MARCH-APRIL 1945:

Japan's purge of the French and grant of "conditional
independence™ to Bao Dai occurred in a period of extreme difficulties,
which seriously eroded public support for his leadership.

The Meigo caused a chain reaction around the world capitals, which,
ironically, was completely unfavorable for the Vietnamese national
cause. Indochina suddenly became a French territory under the
Japanese occupation and the retreating French troops were given the
glorious banner of French "resistance” in Indochina.  French
propaganda and de Gaulle himself worked hard to stress this new status
of Indochina. De Gaulle went as far as to threaten the American
ambassador in Paris that his government may lean toward the Soviet
Union if the United States does not support his resistance. Meanwhile,
he stirred up the French public opinion with emotional speeches on the
French resistance in the colony, and ordered demonstrate to the world
opinion his "liberalism.” To mollify the Viets, on March 24, 1945, his
government issued an official statement on the future status of Indochina,
in which France promised to give the five Indochinese states greater
autonomy and to carry out various reforms to raise the living standard
of the people. This half-baked propaganda—which had been written by
Henri de Laurentie, the Director of the Political Affairs Office in the
Ministry of Colonies, in 1944—was then given all sort of publicity and
became the "Bible" or political and administrative charter for all
Gaullists in the years to come.(21)



21. For details, see Vu, "Political and Social Change," chapter XII.
D Argenlieu, 1985:31 [la charte politique et administrative: the political
and administrative charter]

While the Americans were still not ready to accept the French
arguments, Britons of all grades and ranks feverishly helped their
colonial colleagues. The General Headquarters of the British Southeast
Asian Command in Kandy became the nest of French spies and
commandos operating in Indochina.(22)

22. SHAT (Vincennes), 10 H xxx [79] and xxx [85].

It was there that Paul Mus, together with Major Nolde, the future
military intelligence chief of General Henri Leclerc, prepared their nine-
theme anti-Japanese propaganda. In April 1945, Mus himself was sent
to south China as Political Delegate of General Sabattier, the new
Delegate General of Indochina. Among the other things, Mus [aliased
"Caille"] ordered French propagandists to intimidate the Viets by either
threat or promised reward in order to prevent them from collaborating
with the Japanese.(23)

23. Report of Captain "Caille™ (April 18, 1945); Ibid., 10 H xxx [84].
Mus' role as a Free French specialist in psychological warfare was
apparently not told to his former student/ collaborator, John T.
MacAlister. As the records show it, at least until August 1945 Mus had
not realized the Viets' "[sudden] change of Mandate of Heaven" as he
claimed later (The Vietnamese and Their Revolution, p. 18).

More ominously, the French launched a propaganda campaign
aimed at causing suspicion and division among the Vietnamese political
groups. One of their projects was to repolish the image of the former
"rebellious” King Duy Tan who had been dethroned and exiled to
Reunion after being involved in an abortive anti-French uprising in May
1916. This propaganda was intensified during the summer of 1945, when
Duy Tan was brought from Reunion to Paris as a step in de Gaulle's so-
called "secret project™ regarding Indochina.(24)

24. Vu Ngu Chieu, Cac vua cuoi nha Nguyen, 1883-1945 (Houston:
Van Hoa, 1999-2000), vol. 3, pp. 887-909, 942-66, 975-80. Also see Vu,
"Political and Social Change," chapter XII.

Records show that there were also attempts to approach the Viet
elite in order to smuggle out of the country one representative at the



French Consultative Assembly. Included in this 17-candidate list were
Pham Quynh, Bao Dai's Minister of Interior and his son-in-law, Nguyen
Tien Lang, and Ho Dac Diem, the incumbent governor of Ha Dong.
This plan, however, was finally reshelved.(25)

25. CAOM (Aix), AP, Carton 3448.

Bao Dai's declaration of independence, thus, directly concerned only
Annam and Tonkin.  Although it inspired hopes for national
independence and territorial unification in Cochinchina, it had for the
time being no formal effect on the political situation in that region.

Meanwhile, the country was coming closer to anarchy, accentuated
by the independence fever, the Great famine of 1944-1945 and the rise of
the Communist-led Viet Minh Front, under the American OSS auspices.

A. THE INDEPENDENCE FEVER:

One of the most significant developments in Viet-Nam immediately
the Japanese Meigo Operation of March 9-10, 1945 was the outburst of
the independence fever in Viet-Nam. The word doc lap [independence]
had a magical effect that suddenly altered the attitude of everyone. In
Hanoi a journalist noted:(26)

We are entering into a new historical phase. The Japanese troops'
gunshots here on the night of March 9, 1945 destroyed the life of
enslavement which had lasted for almost a century under cruel French
domination. From now on, we are allowed to conduct our own true life.

26. TTTB (Hanoi), 5 May 1945.

Even those who had previously considered French rule closely tied
with their “bowl of rice" also changed their attitude. Japan's
employment of Bao Dai successfully cultivated supports among the Viet
elite and established families. Hoang Trong Phu, the most powerful
Francophile figure in Tonkin during the period, arrived in Hue to advise
Bao Dai on the future independent government of "Annam." Vi Van
Dinh, the leading notable among the Nung population in Lang Son,
came to Hanoi to advise Nishimura Kumao. Ho Dac Diem, considered
by the Gaullist French as one of the 17 candidates who could be
smuggled out of the colony to represent the Indochinese peoples at the
French Consultative Assembly, retained his post of provincial chief of
Ha-dong, on the southern outskirts of Hanoi. Even Pham Quynh, well-
known for his pro-French stance, also allegedly would like to
collaborate with the Japanese.(27) The roads to Hue were suddenly
crowded with important figures in western suits or mandarinal robes,



invited by the Japanese or by themselves to make Viet-Nam an
independent nation within Japan's Greater East Asian Co-Prosperity
Sphere.

27. Hoe, "Con Rong An Nam," pp. 59-60. Ngo Dinh Nhu (1910-1963)
and his cronies also alleged that Quynh wanted to “take care of Cuong
De’s two sons.” The French, however, dismissed it as Nhu’s anti-Quynh
campaign. CAOM (Aix), PA 14, Carton 1. Also see Chapt | supra
(section dealing with the Mandarinate).

This political explosion coincided with the Great Famine of At Dau
[The Year of the Chicken, 1945], a tragic event in Tonkin and northern
Annam.

B. THE GREAT FAMINE OF AT DAU:

As mentioned earlier, in the 1944-1945 winter, famine spread
through the deltas of the Red and Ma rivers. The meager assistance
available from private charity associations could not solve so grave a
crisis. Wandering, begging peasants silently collapsed on the streets or
did not wake up after an overnight sleep on the pavements of those cities
and towns. Worse, the increasing American air raids nearly paralyzed
the shipment of southern rice to the North, while the Japanese continued
the forced sale of rice in Tonkin.

C. THE OSS CONNECTIONS:

Meanwhile, the Communist-led Viet Minh Front skillfully exploited
wartime conditions to increase its support. The Japanese Meigo brought
about a sudden change in the American [field commanders’] attitude
toward the Viet Minh. This change resulted from the urgent need for
intelligence on the Japanese military situation in Indochina: The
Japanese strike of March 9-10, 1945 had cut off nearly all existing
intelligence and Americans by the local French, including the GBT
group.

In March-April 1945, the American OSS in China began to employ
Nguyen Sinh Con (Ho Chi Minh/Lucius) and his Viet Minh along with
the French agents.(28) From that day on, thanks to the American
weapons, medicine, equipment and, particularly the pretense of the
American government's recognition and support, the ICP—under the
banner of the Viet Minh—quickly recovered from its fatal
dismemberment at the hands of the French during the period between
1939 and 1944. The Viet Minh's propaganda organs successfully



portrayed it as the sole legitimate "associate” of the winning Allies in
Viet-Nam and vehemently denounced Bao Dai's proclamation of
independence as token independence [doc lap banh ve]. Viet Minh
cadres also actively exploited the famine to mobilize the masses and
created an anarchic atmosphere favorable to their upcoming
insurrection, anticipated by the time of Allied landings on China or
Indochina in the fall of 1945 or the spring of 1946.(29)

28. Fenn, Ho Chi Minh, pp. 86-8; Patti, Why Viet-Nam, pp. 83-87,
104-5. Viet Minh—besides the Democratic Party and various “national
restoration [cizu quoc] groups, including two major groups in China:
the Hoi Giai Phong [Liberation Association] and the Hoi Chong Xam
Luoc [Association for Anti-Hegemonism], members of the Chinese
sponsored League for the Vietnamese Revolutionaries.

29. Woodside, Community and Revolution, pp. 228, 232-33. [Ho's
assessment of the needs to attack Indochina, the neck of the snake]

Like the Viet Minh, the pro-Japanese groups in Viet Nam did not
regard Bao Dai very highly. In fact, Japan's decision to retain Bao Dai
on the throne came as a surprise to everyone, including Bao Dai
himself.(30)

30. Bao Dai, Le Dragon, p. 101. His former Supreme Advisor
(Yokoyama) reportedly said that he was selected because "he is there;"
Huynh Kim Khanh, Vietnamese Communism, p. 295 n8. This explanation
Is more plausible, considering the whole context of Tsuchihashi's Meigo
Operation.

For nearly four decades Japan had under its wing Prince Cuong De,
Bao Dai's granduncle and a long standing anti-French activist. Ever
since the Japanese occupation, the Prince's supporters had agitated for
his homecoming. Tsuchihashi, however, reportedly preferred to put the
Prince on the Poulo Condore prison island rather than on the Annam
throne.(31)

31. According to a Japanese source, when Tsuchihashi was informed
by Tokyo that it would send Cuong De back to Viet Nam, the Japanese
Commander angrily told his associates: "Let them send him here. I'll at
once put him in Poulo Condore;" Murakami, "Japan's Thrust," p. 511.
Later, however, he changed his mind. See note 93 infra.

Consequently, Ngo Dinh Diem and other supporters of the Prince
were put aside together.



In late March and early April, Bao Dai, who was ignorant of
Tsuchihashi's view, twice asked the Japanese to invite Diem to establish
an independent government. He received no reply from his former
Minister of Interior. Not until later did Yokoyama inform Bao Dai that
Diem was not Japan's choice.(32)

32. Bao Dai, Le Dragon, p. 106. It is still unknown whether or not
the Japanese transferred Bao Dai's messages to Diem. In October 1946,
Bishop Thuc—Diem’s half-brother—declared to the French that Diem
had not gone to Hue because Bao Dai had been surrounded by leftists
like Tran Trong Kim. His statement, however, is debatable. Bao Dai’s
messages to Diem were sent prior to Kim’s return from Bangkok.
Moreover, according to one of Diem’s associates, Diem’s political role
was discarded before the Meigo operation. For details, see Nguyen
Xuan Chu, Hoi Ky, pp. 244-49.

Instead, the Japanese brought Tran Trong Kim, a well-known
scholar and teacher who had been in exile since the beginning of 1944,
back from Bangkok to Hue.

Chinh Phii Tran Treng Kim
(17/4 - 25/8/1945)

Mic du chinh pha Tran Trong Kim chi 1a mét thar “tai nan lich sir,” duoc
khai sinh do nhu cau quan su caa Nhat, chinh phi dugc Nhat bao trg nay soi
sang mat trai cua dong tién cach mang 1945 tai Viét Nam, ma cho téi hién
nay con bi che phu béi du loai tai liéu tuyén truyén. Bé co thé hiéu rd tinh
trang phuc tap tai Viét Nam trong giai doan tir thang 3 téi thang 8 nam 1945,
ta can khao sat lai lich céc thanh vién chinh phu Kim, cac ké hoach 16n va sy
hién thyc ching caa chinh phu ndy—va dong thoi, tim mic quan trong cua
ching & thoi diém nghién cau.

I. Nhitng Ngwoi Tai Dic

Tran Trong Kim sinh ndm 1883 tai Ha Tinh (Trung). (9) Sau mot thoi
gian ngan lam théng ngdn & Ninh Binh (Béc), nam 1905 Kim theo chu qua
Phap lam viéc cho mot hiang tu. Ba nam sau, Kim duoc hoc bong cua
Truong Thudc Dia dé theo hoc truong Su Pham Melun (Seine-et-Marne).
Hoi huong vao thang 9/1911, Kim khoi dau nghé gido tai An Nam va leo
dan nac thang cdng chirc. Nam 1942, Kim d 1a mot thanh tra ticu hoc mien
Bac.



Tréai nguoc Vi sy thang tién cham chap trong nganh Su Pham, Kim noi
danh toan quoc nhue mét hoc gia qua mot so sach giao khoa bang qudc ngir
va, dac biét, nhirng bién khao vé Nho Gido, Phat Giao, va lich sir Viét Nam.
Nho danh tiéng trong lang van, Kim trg thanh mét trong nhitng nhan si,
trong cac hoi Phat Gido va Khong Gido, va nim 1939, duoc bo nhiém lam
Dan biéu mién Bic. Sau khi Nhat ép Dong Duong gia nhap Khdi Thinh
Vuong Chung Pai Pong A trong hai nim 1940-1941, vai ba hoc gia Nhat
tiép xdc vai Kim. Nhiing cudc tiép xdc ndy, cuing viéc gia nhap mot td chuc
“tién bo” & Ha Noi, khién Kim bi chinh phu Decoux nghi ngo. Khi chinh
phu Decoux khoi dau cudc thanh tring nhitng nguoi Viét than Nhat trong
mua Thu 1943, Kim c06 tén danh sach s& Liém Phong (Mat Tham). Ngay
28/10/1943, d¢ dé phong bat tric, ngudi Nhat dua Kim toi S¢ Hién Binh Ha
Noi dé bao vé an ninh. Tai day, Kim gip Duong Ba Trac, mot dong tac gia
cudn tu dién dang hoan tat. Theo Kim, Trac thuyét phuc Kim ky mét thinh
nguyén thu xin dugc qua Chiéu Nam Dao (Singapore) ti nan. Pau thang
11/1943, ngudi Nhat dwa Kim vao Sai Gon. Sau mét thoi gian ngan tam tr(
trong s& Hién Binh, Kim va Trac tro thanh khach qui caa Bai Nam Cong Ty
[Dainan Konsi], mét hdng buén Nhat, ma chu nhan la Matsushita Mitsuhiro
[TUng Ha], noi danh véi nhiing hoat dong tinh bao.

Ngay 1/1/1944, Kim va Trac xuéng tau Nhat qua Chiéu Nam Pao. Sau
hon mot nam sbng tai hai cang nay va sau khi Trac chét vi ung thu phdi vao
thang 12/1944, Kim duoc dua 1én Bangkok. Ba thang sau, ngay 30/3/1945,
nguoi Nhat dot ngot moi Kim vé Sai Gon tham khao “lich str.” Kim dugc
yét kién Tuéng Kawamura (Saburo?), Tham Muu Truéng Quéan Poan 38
Nhat, va Trung td Hayashi Hidezumi, Truwong phong Chinh tri vu.
Kawamura cho biét Kim c6 tén trong danh sach nhan si duoc Bao Dai moi
ra Hué tham khao vé viéc thanh lap chinh phu. Theo Kim, Kim nhan 1oi vi
danh sach nay c6 ca Hoang Xuan Han, mot ban tré va dong tac gia cudn tu
dién Khoa hoc.

Ngay 2/4/1945, Kim roi Sai Gon, va toi Hué ba ngay sau. Ngay 714, Bao
Pai tiép kién Kim va, trong sy ngac nhién cua Kim, Bao Dai “dang né phuc
va noi nhimg diéu hop 1y”. (Kim 1969:49) (10) Boi thé, Kim quyét dinh &
lai Hué 1au hon, va cudi cung ngay 16/4 dong y lap chinh phi.

Hom sau, Kim dé trinh Bao Pai mdt danh sach 10 Thuong thu (B0
trudng) ma theo ong la nhitng nguoi tai duc. Ngoai trir Luu Van Lang, mot
ngudi ¢4 quéc tich Phap tir choi chiuc Bo truong, nhitng ngudi con lai toi
Hué trong thang 4 va dau thang 5/1945 (xem Phu ban 1).

Mot tuan sau ngay 1ap chinh phi, Kim chon Tran Vin Chuong, mot luat
su ngudi Nam dang hanh nghé ¢ Ha Noi, 1am Phé Thu tuéng. Kim ciing 1ap
nén Phi Kham Sai Bic Bo. Phan Ké Toai, mot cuu hoc sinh Trudng Thuoc



Pai Dia va duong kim Tong déc Théi Binh, duoc dua 1én chirc vy moi tai
lap nay. i
Trur truong hqp Bo tru:érng b(j Le, ‘du’qc cu Ién hai théng sau (L'Action,

(13

hai giao V|en trung hoc, bbn luat su, va bon y s. Ngoai trur Chuong va Nam
hau hét da 1a ky gia hay van si. Da sd déu tot nghiép ¢ Phap, va tat ca con
tuong dbi tré, tir 33 téi 49 tudi, ngoai trir Kim, nim ay da 62 tudi. Tat ca déu
da tiép xuc vai Nhat, cach nay hay cach khac. Tat ca déu thiéu kinh nghiém
chinh tri, du c6 déi chit uy tin qua lién hé huyét thong va gido duc. Ba nguoi
c6 khuynh hudng lam chinh tri 1a Chuong, Nam va Khanh. Vi lién hé gia
dinh, Chuong da chuan bi budc vao phe hop tac véi Phap truéc ngay Nhat
chiém dong Pong Duong, nhung dan dan tro thanh than Nhat trong thap
nién 1940.(11) Nam thudéc nhém Tiéng Dan caa Huynh Thic Khang ¢ Ba
N&ng va Hué—tan du phong trao Duy Tan ctia Phan Chau Trinh thap nién
1900 va Téan Viét Cach Mang Bang trong thap nién 1920. Khanh—con mét
chu hang nuwéc mam & Phan Thiét ma theo truyén thuyét di chim soc cho
Trinh ndm 1906 khi Trinh ghé tinh nay, va cho Nguyén Tat Thanh mét chd
day tai Duc Thanh “nghia thuc” tir “thang 1 t&i thang 9 hay 10” nam 1911
[sic] —(12) thuong ty nhan 1a “vo chinh phu.”

Khanh thuoc nhém bao Vin Lang, gdm mot sb thanh nién tri thic ¢ Sai
Gon nhu Nguyén Vin Nha, Kha Vang Can va Pham Ngoc Thach (mot céan
bo Pé tam).(13) Trong thoi Nhat chiém dong, nhom Vian Lang dugc tinh bao
Phép ghi nhan 1 c6 lién hé vai to chic than Nhat Viét Nam Tan Chinh Pang,
mot diéu ma sau nay Khanh pha nhan. (CAOM (Aix), PA 14, hop 2; phong
van H6 Ta Khanh, Pong 1982-1983) Tuy nhién, lién hé giira Khanh véi céc
nhom than Nhat 1a diéu kho pha nhan. Moa Xuan 1943, Khanh tham du it
nhat hai budi hop cta Phuc Qudc tai Sai Gon (CAOM (Aix), CP, hop 161).
Sau khi Nhat thanh trirng Phap, Khanh va ban bé lap nén Hiép Hoi Cong
Chuc va Ky Thuat tai Sai Gon, doi hoi thay thé ngay cac vién chic Phap
bang nguoi Viét. Chinh phu Kim, twéng can ghi nhan, c6 du dai dién ba
mién Viét Nam. Phé Thu tudng Chuong chang han goc mién Nam; hai Bo
truong Khanh va Thao, sinh tai Trung va Bic, nhung song tai Sai Gon khi
duoc moi tham gia chinh pha. Khuynh huéng y thicc hé caa ho khong dong
nhat, phan trai tir danh loi ca nhan caa Chuong t6i vo chinh phu cua Khanh.
Nhung ai ndy déu mudn tr¢ thanh lanh dao.

1. THE TRAN TRONG KIM GOVERNMENT:

Tran Trong Kim was born in Ha Tinh [Annam] in 1883.(33)



33. Tran Trong Kim, Mot con gio bui [A Time of Wind and Dust]
(Saigon: Vinh Son, 1969), p. [7] [henceforth, Gio bui]. According to
archival materials and printed documents Kim was born in 1887. The
following details on Kim's life are drawn mainly from his memoirs and
documents preserved in CAOM (Aix), ECOLE COLONIALE, Registres
5 and 41 and Cartons 27 and 30; AMIRAUX, d. 2578. Additional notes
are given to other sources only.

After serving as an interpreter in Ninh Binh [Tonkin] for a short
period, in 1905 Kim was sent to France as an employee of a private firm.
Three years later, he received a scholarship from the Colonial School to
start his pedagogical training at the Pedagogy School [Ecole Normale]
at Melun (Seine-et-Marne). Returning to Viet Nam in September 1911,
Kim began his teaching career in Annam and slowly climbed the
educational hierarchy. By 1942 he was an inspector of elementary
public instruction in Tonkin.

In contrast to his low-key career as a pedagogue, Kim was widely
known as a scholar for a series of textbooks published in romanized
Vietnamese and, particularly, for his works on Confucianism, Buddhism
and Vietnamese history. Thanks to his literary reputation, Kim became
a leading figure of the Buddhist and Confucian associations and was
later appointed to the Chamber of People's Representative in Tonkin in
1939. After Japan's annexation of Indochina into its Greater East Asia
Co-Prosperity Sphere in 1940-1941, Kim was approached by several
Japanese experts in Viet Nam studies. These contacts, together with his
affiliation with a progressive association in Hanoi, make Kim politically
suspect in the eyes of the Decoux administration. When Decoux carried
out his second massive purge of pro-Japanese Viets in the fall of 1943,
Kim was reportedly on the Surete's list. As a precaution on October 28,
1943 Japanese agents escorted Kim to the Kempeitai office in Hanoi for
protection. There, he was joined by Duong Ba Trac, his co-editor of a
dictionary-in-progress.(34)

34. Trac was born in Tonkin and passed the triennial examination of
1900 with the title appointee [cu nhan]. In 1908, he was arrested and
sentenced to fifteen years of hard labor for being involved in the Eastern
Capital Free School in Hanoi. Released from the Poulo Condore in 1912,
he spent several years in Cochinchina before returning to Hanoi to
collaborate with  Pham Quynh and the Nam Phong [Southern Custom]
magazine. In the 1940's, he leaned toward the Japanese camp. In



December 1944, Trac died of "lung cancer" in Singapore and was then
given several commemorative ceremonies after March 9, 1945. For
details, see Nuoc Nam [Southern Nation] (Ha Noi), No.264 (14 April
1945).

According to Kim, Trac successfully convinced him to co-sign a
letter requesting their evacuation from Viet Nam to Singapore. In early
November, the Japanese brought them to Saigon. After a short period
residing in a Kempeitai office, they became the guests of Matsushita
Mitsuhiro’s Dai Nan Koosi, a Japanese commercial firm well known for
its thinly disguised intelligence operations.

On January 1, 1944, Kim and Trac embarked on a Japanese ship
heading for Singapore. After slightly over a year in this port-city and
after Trac's death of lung cancer in December 1944, Kim was suddenly
recalled to Saigon to be consulted on "history"” by the Japanese. As it
turned out, he was introduced to General Kawamura [Saburo?], Chief
of Staff of the Japanese Garrison Army (38th Army), and Lieutenant-
Colonel Hayashi Hidezumi, his Chief of Political Affairs.(35)

35. Kim was never given the "red carpet’s treatment several writers
describe. He was neither flown to Singapore in the autumn of 1943 nor
informed about his new appointment by General Kawamura at the
Saigon airport in 1945.

Kawamura informed Kim that he was among the notables invited by
Bao Dai to consult in Hue on the formation of a new independent
government.(36)

36. Also included were Hoang Trong Phu, Vu Ngoc Hoanh, Trinh Ba
Bich and Cao Xuan Cam; Kim, Gio bui, pp. 42-43, 48. According to Bao
Dai’s former Office Director, the original list drafted by himself did not
include Kim and consisted of Tran Dinh Nam, Ho Ta Khanh, Luu Van
Lang, Hoang Trong Phu, Tran Van Thong, Hoang Xuan Han, and Phan
Anh. He also suggested to select either Vu Van Hien or Trinh Van Binh;
Hoe, Tu trieu dinh, pp. 22-23. Hoe's declaration, however, is unreliable
because his main aim is seemingly to discredit Kim as a Japanese

puppet.

According to his own account, Kim accepted the invitation because
Hoang Xuan Han, a young friend and another of his co-editors, was also
on Bao Dai's list.(37)



37. For Han’s biography, see GGI, Souverains, p. 28. I am indebted
to his scholarly kindness in granting me in-depth interviews in the winter
of 1982-1983.

Leaving Saigon on April 2, 1945, Kim arrived in Hue three days
later. On April 7, Bao Dai granted him a personal meeting and, to his
astonishment, the King "looked respectful and spoke right things."(38)
Consequently, Kim prolonged his stay and finally consented to form a
new government on April 16.

38. Kim, Gio bui, p. 49. According to one of his close associates,
prior to this meeting Kim did not hold Bao Dai in high regard (My
interview with Mr. Hoang Xuan Han in 1982-1983).

The next day, Kim submitted to Bao Dai a list of ten ministers who
appeared to be the most tai duc. With the exception of Luu Van Lang, a
naturalized French citizen who refused to take office, the others
gradually arrived in Hue to take office in late April or early May (see
Table VIII-A).

A week after choosing his cabinet, Kim selected Attorney Tran Van
Chuong as his Vice Premier. He also reestablished the office of
Imperial Commissioner for Bac Bo [former Tonkin]. Phan Ke Toali, a
former student of the Ecole Coloniale and the incumbent provincial
governor of Thai Binh, was promoted to this newly created office.(39)

39. Imperial Order [Du] No.5 (17 April 1945); L Action, 2 and 3
May 1945.

Apart form the Minister of Rites, appointed two months later,(40)
this group of "new men" constituted a team of modern professionals—
two high school teachers, four lawyers and four physicians. Save for
Chuong and Nam, all of them had gone to France for education, and
they were relatively young, ranging in age from 33 to 49, plus Kim at 62.
All had been in touch with the Japanese in one way or the other. All
were inexperienced in politics, though possessing some sort traditional
influence and prestige through familial ties or educational reputations.

40. Ibid, 19 June 1945. The Minister of Rites, Ton That Toai, was a
son of former Regent Ton That Han ( 1854-1944 ), who had served as
the Royal Regent in Hue from 1926 to 1932 while Bao Dai was at school
in France. For Toal's vita, see GGI, Souverains, p. 93.



The most politicized members were Chuong, Nam and Khanh.
Thanks to his familial ties, Attorney Chuong had prepared to enter the
Francophile collaborationist camp prior to the Japanese occupation but
gradually became a Japanophile figure in the 1940's.(41) Nam belonged
to Huynh Thuc Khang's clan in Da Nang and Hue—the remnants of
Phan Chau Trinh's modernist movement in the 1900's and the New Viet
Revolutionary Party in Annam in the 1920's.(42) While Khanh—a son
of a fish-sauce manufacturer in Phan Thiet who had reportedly taken
care of Phan Chau Trinh during his sojourn in 1905(?) and given the
wandering Nguyen Sinh Con [Tat Thanh] a teaching job at Duc Thanh
"free school" in 1911—was a self-proclaimed "righteous anarchist." He
was in fact a member of the Van Lang [Civilized Young Men] magazine
group, composed chiefly of a number of young, educated men living in
Saigon such as Nguyen Van Nha, Kha Vang Can, and Pham Ngoc Thach
(an underground Stalinist). During the Japanese occupation, the Van
Lang group was reportedly attached to the pro-Japanese New
Legitimate Party of Viet Nam, a fact which was later denied by Khanh
himself.(43) Khanh's affiliation with the pro-Japanese groups, however,
was undeniable. In the spring of 1943, he reportedly attended at least
two reunions of the National Restoration branch in Saigon.(44) Shortly
after the Japanese purge, Khanh and his friends organized in Saigon a
Federation of Technicians and Civil Servants, demanding an immediate
replacement of French officials by the Viets.

41. For Chuong's vita, see GGI, Souverains, p. 14. Also see Chinh
Tri tuan bao [Political Weekly Magazine] (Hanoi), No.2 (30 March
1939); L'Action (Hanoi), 28 May 1945. Years later, Chuong served as a
Vietnamese ambassador to the United States between 1954 and 1963,
while his second daughter becoming the unofficial First Lady of the
American-backed Republic of Vietnam, and earning the infamous nick-
name of Ngo Dinh Diem’s “Dragon Lady.”

42. Nam's father was Khang's teacher and his brother, Phien, the
manager of Khang's Tieng Dan magazine. His personal ties, together
with Nam's bitter collaboration with Pham Quynh in the 1920's (which
had resulted in Nam's transfer from Hue to a high-land town in Southern
Annam) led Nam to adopt an intense hostility toward Quynh. In July
1945, Nam proposed to arrest Quynh but Bao Dai disagreed.

43. See note 59, chapter V.

44. CAOM (A ix), C.P., Carton 161. Khanh’s political background
was obscure. French police reports describe him either as a "French
Communist Party's renegade,” or pro-Japanese activist or a "solid



Trotskyite;" CAOM (Aix), PA 14, Carton 2 and GOUGAL 7F 29. In
1939, Khanh advocated "righteous anarchy;" Van Lang (Saigon), No.2
(5 Aug 1939), pp. 4-5.

Kim's government, it should be noted, represented all three regions
of Viet Nam. Vice Premier Chuong, for instance, was of Cochinchinese
origin, and Ministers Khanh and Thao, born in Annam and Tonkin
respectively, were living in Saigon when called to service in the new
government.(45) Although their ideological convictions were mixed,
spreading from Chuong's self-preservation to Khanh's "anarchy,” they
were burning with the desire to play a role of statesmen.

45. Trinh Dinh Thao, a former student of Kim, was one of the
founding members of the Francophile Democratic Party in February
1937. In the 1940's he was a member and also the legal counselor of the
Annamese Bank. His appointment probably resulted from his personal
ties with Kim. During the Viet Nam Thirty-Years War, Thao was to lean
toward the Viet Minh and officially joined the Communist side in 1968.

Il. Cac Ké Hoach Ciia Tran Trong Kim

Tai liéu chinh thuc cua Cong san Viét Nam va cac hoc gia thuong ha
thap gid tri nhitng ké hoach caa chinh phu Kim nhu “cai cach gidy,” hay do
lwgng hon, chi thuan 1 nhitng tuyén cdo vé y dinh caa chinh phu. Tu thoi
diém nay cua lich st nhin lai, trong 4 thang cam quyén, chinh pha Kim chi
c6 thi gio ban hanh hét du nay qua sic luat khéc, va nhitng cudc cai cach ay
c6 rat it anh huong dén dam doéng. Tuy nhién, cac ké hoach caa Kim xung
dang duoc nghién ctru ddy du hon nhirng 10i nhan dinh so sai trén. Cac ké
hoach cua chinh phu Kim phan anh quan diém téng quéat cua gidi thuong luu
va tri thirc Viét vé mot nuéce Viét Nam khong-anh-huong Phap, & cao diém
cua chu thuyét Pai A va tinh than quoc gia Viét Nam. Hon nita, trai nguoc
véi niém tin pho quat, Kim va cac cong sy vién phan nao thuc hién nhiing
chuong trinh trén. Boi thé cac ké hoach cua Kim xtng dang dugc nghién
clru vao sau chi tiét, va trén vi thé lich st caa ching.

1. Van Pé Hién Chwong:
Kim va cac Bo truong danh kha nhiéu thi gio cho van dé Hién Chuong

khi hoi dong chinh phu hop lan dau tién ngay 4/5/1945. Mot trong nhiing
quyét dinh 1a doi quoc hiéu thanh Viét Nam. Vao thoi diém nay, day la mot



van dé quan trong va, khan cap. N6 ham y sy thdng nhat lanh tho; “Viét
Nam” 1a quéc hiéu tir naim 1804, sau khi Gia Long diét nha Tay Son va
théng nhat ba mién vao nim 1802. Hon nita, day 1a 1an dau tién lanh dao ba
mién dong y chon quéc hiéu nay. Trong thang 3/1945, chang han, gidi 1anh
dao mién Bac chi sir dung tiéng “Pai Viét,” trong khi & mién Nam sinh dung
tiéng “Viét Nam,” va tai mién Trung thi “An Nam” hay “Pai Nam.” Kim
cling cai danh ba mién trong nuéc—mién Béc (tec Bic Ky) tré thanh Bac
B6, mién Trung (Trung Ky hay An Nam) thanh Trung B9, va mién Nam
(Nam Ky) thanh Nam Bo—dul lGc nay Kim méi chi c6 tham quyén tai mién
Trung va Bic. Thuan Hod4, tén cii cuia Hué, dugc dung lai. Cac cong su vién
cia Kim ciing thay tir Annamite, dung dé chi nguoi Viét va dic tinh nguoi
Viét trong vin chuong va gidy to, cong vian thoi Phap, bang tiéng
Vietnamien. Nhirng tr méi nay, ngoai trir tén Thuan Ho4, tir do da duoc ca
thé gioi cong nhan. Néu luu y dén viéc ngudi Phap di cb tinh phan biét ba
Xt “Tonkin,” “Annam” va “Cochinchine”—véi ham y 12 thiéu nén van hoa
va chinh tri quéc dan—nhirng viéc lam dau tién cua Kim khéng nhitng chi
c6 tinh cach biéu trung ma 1a hau qua dwong nhién cua nhiéu thap nién dai
khung hoang cua gidi tri thirc va cach mang.

Ngay 2/6/1945, Kim con chon qudc ky mai—nén vang, ba soc dé theo
hinh qué ly [ ] trong Dich Kinh—va tam lay bai Pang Pan Cung lam quéc
thiéu. (L'Action, 30/6/1945). Quyét dinh caa Kim cham duat cudc tranh luan
kéo dai 3 thang veé véan dé co.

B. TRAN TRONG KIM'S PROJECTS:

Official Communist Vietnamese accounts and even Western scholars
have often discredited Kim's projects as paper reforms or, more
charitably, simply proclamations of government intent. From the
vantage point of history, it may be true that during his four-month tenure,
Kim had time only to issue decree after decree and his reforms had little
effect upon the masses. Nevertheless, Kim's projects deserve fuller
consideration than is implied by such sweeping remarks. They reflected
the general views of Viet elite and intellectuals on a de-Frenchified Viet
Nam at the height of Pan-Asianism and Vietnamese nationalism.
Moreover, quite contrary to popular belief, Kim and his lieutenants
partially carried out their programs. Therefore, it is worthwhile to study
Kim's projects in detail and in their own historical right.

1. Constitutional Matters:

Gathering for the first time in Hue on May 4, 1945, Kim and his
ministers spent considerable time on constitutional matters. One of their
first decisions was to change the national name to Empire of Viet Nam.



This was a significant, and, in a sense, an urgent task at that time. It
implied the aim of territorial unification, since "Viet Nam" was Gia
Long's national name in 1804 after his unification of the three regions of
the country in 1802. Moreover, it was the first time that Viet nationalists
in the three regions officially recognized this national name: in March,
for instance, the Northern activists always mentioned "Dai Viet" while
the Southerners "Viet Nam," and the Central leaders, "An Nam" or "Dai
Nam." Kim also renamed the three regions of the country—the North
(former Tonkin or Bac Ky) became Bac Bo, the Central Region (former
Annam or Trung Ky) Trung Bo, and the South (former Cochinchine or
Nam Ky) Nam Bo, even though only the North and Central regions were
then under Kim's direct authority. Thuan Hoa, the pre-French name for
Hue, was restored. Kim's officials also worked to find a French
substitute for the humiliating word “Annamite’ denoting the Viets and
their characteristics in the French literature and official use and, finally,
came up with “Vietnamien” [Vietnamese]. These new names, save for
Thuan Hoa, have ever since been internationally accepted. When one
considers the fact that during their tenure, the French emphatically
distinguished the three regions of "Tonkin", "Annam" and
"Cochinchine"—implying a lack of national culture and political
integration—Kim's first acts were not simply symbolic but rather
reflected the end of the long decades of frustration among the Viet
intelligentsia and revolutionaries. On June 12, 1945, Kim selected a
new national flag—a yellow, rectangular banner with three red lines
modeled after the Li Kwai [- -] in the Book of Changes—and a new
national anthem, the old hymn Dang Dan Cung [The King Mounts His
Throne]. His decision thus ended the three-month long speculation on
the issue of a new national flag.(46)

46. L’Action (Hanoi), 7 May and 30 June 1945; Kim, Gio bui, pp.
60-61.

The new Vietnamese government soon issued a Proclamation
outlining a program for national reconstruction. After stressing their
gratitude to the Japanese, Bao Dai and the national martyrs, they called
for sacrifice to defend the newly acquired independence. Their main
goals were specified as "to unify all individuals, to consolidate the
national independence and to strengthen patriotism among all social
strata." They particularly pledged to carry out ten projects:(47)

a. To build a Commemorative Tower inscribed with the national
heroes' names, families, and achievements.



b. To bring back political figures in exile abroad.

c. To grant amnesty to all political prisoners.

d. To provide foodstuffs and social assistance for victims of the
famine.

e. To reform the tax system.

f. To establish special organs to bridge the gap between the
government and the Vietnamese people.

g. To unify legal codes.

h. To separate the judicial and administrative branches.

I. To end abuses of power and corruption.

J. To organize youth.

47. L'Action (Hanoi), 24 April 1945; Kim, Gio bui, pp. 192-195.

The government also promised to study a plan to raise the people's
material standard of living.

This proclamation reflected the urban, French-influenced, elitist
idealism of Kim's government, aimed at carrying out a "revolution from
above." The underlying principle was "national unity"—the dearest
dream of Viet nationalists at that time.

2) Poan Két:

Mic du doan két quéc gia 1a mot hién twong ngoai 1é hon thong thuong
ctia mot xa hoi, ngudi Viét thuong 18n an Phép 1a cd tinh chia ré dat nuéc va
dan chung dé d& cai triimot 11 céo budc hop 1y. Nude Vit Nam méi, doc
lap, nhu thé can chat xi-mang “doan két qudc gia,” trén ca hai l1anh vyuc “tinh
than va chinh tri” (L'Action, 21/7/1945), dé ndi két cac dang phai va giai
tang x& hoi. Cay ding la su kéu goi doan két mang lai nhiéu nguy hai hon loi
ich cho chinh phua Kim.

Thoi gian nay, x& hoi Viét Nam dang & vao tinh trang tién-cach-mang.
Viéc loai bé nguoi Phap khoi dinh thap x@ hoi—sau mot thoi gian dai, tr
1940 ti 1945, ma uy tin va quyén lyc nguoi Phap bi suy giam—tao nén mot
khuynh hudng vuot tién cia gisi thuong luu va tri thie Viét. Chién tranh va
nan do6i khién tinh trang hon loan ngay mot gia tiang va tao nén sy sup do thé
quan binh biéu kién ma nguoi Phap khon khéo duy tri dugc nho sic manh
quan sy va hanh chinh. Bai thé, Viét Nam can nhiéu hon nhiing chuyén vién
dé chuyén hudng nhitng lec cach mang d6. Pat nude can sy lanh dao nhiét
thanh, thuyét ly chinh trj tot va sicc manh quén su ciing nhu hanh chinh ma
chinh phu Kim khong c.



Sy thiéu 1anh dao 1a diéu qué hién 16. Bao Dai da duoc huan luyén thanh
mét 6ng vua ¢ ngdi ma khong cai tri, 6ng ta khdng thé 16i cubn su ung ho
cua dém dong. Kim la mét nha gido duc dugc qui trong, tung huan luyén
nhiéu tri thic Viét ciing nhu ¢ anh hudng dao dac voi nhiéu thi dan, nhung
khong thich nghi vai tinh trang chinh tri lac d6. Thuc ra, nhu trong mot tai
nan, Kim chi bi day vao sinh hoat chinh trj tir cudi ndm 1943; truéc d6 Kim
dung ngoai chinh tri. Ong da duoc giao chiic Thu Tudng vi 1a mot nguoi
duoc né trong, nhung khéng c6 dang phai hay nguoi ung hd. Trong sd
nhitng ngudi dudi quyén Kim, ¢ nhitng nguoi tré tai ning nhu Hoang Xuan
Han, Phan Anh va Vii Ngoc Anh; tuy nhién, ho chi 1a cac chuyén gia hon 1a
nhitng nha chinh tri hay t6 chic; chinh sach cua Phép da ngan chan khong
cho nhitng ca nhan nay thu thap duoc kinh nghiém hanh chinh.

Lén khon 1én trong qui dao vin hoa Phap, va di thu hoc kién thtc chinh
tri tir nhitng tdc pham dic thu Phap cung nhitng y niém binh dan vé c4c anh
hung khang Phép, Kim va cong su vién khong du kha nang so thao mot ly
thuyét thuc dung. Méc du ho thay chu nghia Méac-Lénin qua thién ta, quan
diém chinh tri cua ho chi 1a san pham cua kinh nghiém riéng giai tang Xa hoi
ho, chang du dé cai tri mot x& hoi hdn loan. Ho quan niém mot mau qUOc
dan 1y tuong 1a nguoi tong hop dau 6c “khoa hoc” véi dtc hanh
truyén”—mot thi du cua cudc tong hop vin hoa Pong-Tay. (L'Action,
4/7/1945). That bat hanh 1a sy tong hop van hoa ay chi don thuan 1a udc
muén, qua mo hd trong tinh hudng luc d6. Bong thoi, va vuot trén kha ning
ho, ngudi Nhat da quyét dinh truée loai hoc thuyét chinh tri ndo ma “Téan”
Pé qudc Viét Nam phai theo—tirc “hd twong” hay doc 1ap “vé tinh.”

Ca nguoi Nhat 13n Kim déu khong mubn thay su thay d6i qua nhanh
trong gudng may hanh chinh, nén co cau thu lai do Phap dung 1én duoc duy
tri gan nhu tron ven. Tuy nhién, trong nhitng ngay dau sau cudc thanh tring
cua Nhat, mét tinh trang hoang mang hién hitu. Vai quan lai va céng chuac
bo nhiém sa, ti nan tai cac thi tran hay thanh phé 16n. (L'Action, 27/6/1945).
Trong hoan canh nay, can nhiéu thang mai co thé tro lai binh thuong. Nhung
thoi gian khong ¢ vé phia Kim. Chua day 4 thang sau ngay 6ng ta lén cam
quyén, Nhat sup d6, mang theo chinh phu Kim.

Trong nhitng khu viuc ma Kim c6 thé kiém soat—tic cac thanh phd va
thi tran tai mién Bac va mién Trung cung céc truc 16 ndi lién ching voi
nhau—Kim thuc hién dugc mot s cai cach nho. Vai quan vién bi mang
tiéng bi cach chirc, va vai nguoi bi truy t6. (L'Action, 2/5/1945; Chit 1996).
Cugc thanh loc nay khong théa man nhiing nguoi qua khich, vi ho doi hoi
phai doi thay toan bo va nhanh chéng trén moi 1anh vuc.



Tuy nhién, cho di Kim mudn thyuc hién diéu nay, ong ta ciing khong du
nhan su c6 kha nang. Nhu thé, chinh céi ly do khién Kim duoc giao chuc
Thu Tuéng—mot nguoi khong dang phai—da tao kho khén cho ong ta.

Kim chi con biét hy vong cai thién hé thdng quan lai hién hitu bang cach
kéu goi tinh than dao dirc va yéu nuéc trong gioi nay. Ong tb chirc quan lai
thanh cong chiic Tong Hoi, hy vong bién ho thanh mét sic manh chinh tri.
(L'Action, 25/5/1945).

Thoat tién, gi¢i cong chuc nhiét thanh dap tmg. Nhung niém khich dong
vi méi thu hoi doc 1ap khong du cai thién thuc trang kinh té. Trong khi d6
phe Bong Minh, can bd cia De Gaulle va dac biét 1a Mat Tran Viét Minh do
OSS bao tro tiép tuc thach db tinh cach hop phap va uy quyén caa chinh pha
Kim. Su tong hop cac yéu tb trén khién nhiét tinh gigi cdng chuc suy giam
dan. Ho hitng ho dén @6 vao thang 7/1945, Bo truéng Thanh Nién Phan Anh
cdng khai chi trich thai d6 binh chan nhu vai, va quyét dinh tap hop cac
cong chuc tré thanh mot nhém “thanh nién coéng chtc.” (Tinh Tién,
7/8/1945).

Strc manh quan su--mot yéu té c6 thé giup Kim ngin chin duoc su thach
thirc caa cac phe nhom khéc--thi hoan toan vuot ngoai sy kiém soét caa Kim.
Chinh pha Kim khéng ¢ Bo truong Quéc Phong. Mot s linh khé do, thoi
Phéap thudc dugc té chic thanh Viét Nam Nghia Dong Quan, nhung truc
thudc nguodi Nhat. Canh sat duoc tai to chire, va ciing do nguoi Nhat chi huy.
Phai t6i thang 6, thang 7, khi nguoi Nhat dong y trén nguyeén tic tra lai Nam
B cho chinh pha Kim, Kim méi dugc quyén to chirc mét luc lugng Bao An,
nhung lac ndy tinh thé da bat kha phuc héi. (IMTFE, Exhibit 663; Hai
Phong, 16/7/1945; L'Action, 3 & 9/8/1945). Nhu thé, quan doi Nhat la suc
manh quan sy duy nhat cia Kim. Chinh phu Kim chi c6 thé hién hiru khi
guan Nhat con hién dién ¢ Viét Nam.

T4t ca nhitng yéu t trén hop lai khién chinh sach doan két qubc gia cua
Kim chi la con cop khdng méng. Kim va cac cong su vién khong du phuong
tién mang lai sy doan két quéc gia hiru hiéu. Pa han, dé yém trg chinh pha
Kim, Nhat bao tro viéc thanh 1ap Tan Viét Nam Dang—qui tu nhiéu nhan
vat tri thac tén tudi, duoc du tru 13 chinh dang duy nhat cua Viét Nam.
(L'Action, 9/6/1945; Sai Gon, 12/6/1945). Tuy nhién, khong phai tat ca
nhitng nhom than Nhat déu ding sau lung Kim. Thu nghich nhat ¢6 nhom
Ki-t6 gido & Thuan Hoa, do Ngo Pinh Khoi va Ngo Dinh Diém cam dau.(14)
Du Kim bo nhi¢m Tran Vian Ly, mot trong nhimg nguoi ing ho Diém, lam
Tong Doc cac tinh mién Nam Trung B9, phe Dlem giai truyen don va phao
tin ddn rang Hoang Than Cudng Dé va Diém s& nim quyén khi Nhat chinh
thire trao tra doc 1ap cho Viét Nam. (Kim 1969: 64-65). Cudc chién tranh tin



ddn va boi bac nay khé thé kiém soéat hay phan &ng vi con ca Khoi duge CH
Van Yokoyama dung lam bi thu (xem chu 21).

Pang so hon ca 12 Viét Minh. Vao mua Hé 1945, co quan OSS da hét
sac ung ho Viét Minh. Mot toan OSS do Thiéu ta Allison K. Thomas chi
huy, nhay di xudng mat khu cia Ho tai Bic Bo; doan OSS nay gitip huin
luyén du kich Viét Minh va trang bi cho ho cac vii khi hién dai. (US
Congress, Hearings [May 1972]:243-80; Patti 1980:129). Nhan vién OSS, va
dic biét 12 nhitng tin tic vé tinh hinh chinh tri ma ho cung cip chang nhiing
gia tang thé lyc va uy tin cua Viét Minh ma con gitup Ho kip thoi khai thac
su dau hang caa Nhat. (Vii 1984: chuong 9).

Ké hoach doan két quéc gia cua Kim con mo rong caa nhiéu van phong
chinh phai cho cén bo Cong san nam ving hay cam tinh vién caa Viét Minh.
Nguyén Manh Ha, ngudi sé tré thanh Bo truong Kinh Té dau tién caa Ho6
Chi Minh, timg 1a truong phong Kinh Té Hai Phong va sau d6 1a Truéng
Nha Kinh Té Bic Bo. (L'Action, 9/6/1945): CAOM (Aix), 7F 29-1). Hoang
Minh Giam, Ngoai Trudng twong lai ciia HO, huan luyén tai chd véi chic
Trudng ban Lién Lac Nhat-Viét Bic Bo. (Tin Mai, 3/8/1945).

Tén Quang Phiét, chu tich twong lai cua Uy ban Khai nghia thanh phd
Nguyén Tri Phuong (Hué), 1a mét cé van caa Hoi Pong Thanh Nién Quéc
Gia, Tong Thu ky Tan Viér Nam Pang, va doéng thoi trg thanh ¢d van caa
nhiéu vién chuc cao cap, ké ca Tong ly Ngu tién cia Bao Dai, va Bo truong
Kinh Té H6 T4 Khanh (Etudes Vietnamienes 1973: 58 & 60; Hoe 1982: 60-
63; phong van Ho Ta Khanh, Pong 1982-1983). Tai Nam Bo Pham Ngoc
Thach tiép tuc dau ky dang tich Cong San, lién hé voi Nhat dé cam dau to
chic Thanh Nién Tién Phong.(15) Pham Vin Bach, chu tich twong lai cua
Uy Ban Hanh Chéanh Khang Chién Nam B9, di xin y kién cua “t6 chic”
(Pang CSPD) trudc khi nhan chac Chanh an Bén Tre (Bach 1982). Su xam
nhap cua c&c can bo CS nam ving va cam tinh vién caa Viét Minh nay, cling
vé6i thu thuat chién tranh tam ly, 1a nhitng yéu t6 quan trong dua dén su sup
d6 dot ngot caa chinh phu Kim trong ha tuan thang 8/1945.

Té hai hon, ca nén kinh té va ngan qui déu tréng rong. Kiém soat dugc
Ngan Hang Pong Duong, ngudi Nhat tu do phét hanh gidy bac theo nhu cau.
Tir thang 3 t6i thang 8/1945, nguoi Nhat lay ra 787 triéu yen (khoang 800
triéu dong) nhiéu hon téng s6 tién ma Phap da giao cho Nhat dé tra quan phi
tir 1940 toi 1945 (720 triéu dong) hay hon 1/3 téng s6 tién luu hanh.
(CAOM (Ai), AE, hop 182 va 289; Decoux 1949:446 nl; JOFI,
22/11/1945:14-15). Trong khi d6, gia sinh hoat cac thanh phd ting ngoai st
chiu dung ctia moi ngudi. Vao thang 5/1945, nguoi ta phai tra 800 dong 1 ta
gao, 20 déng 1 ky m&, hay 1 déng 1 qua trimg, dat gap 40 lan nim 1942
(Thong Tin, 10/6/1945; CAOM (Aix), RST 70-77).(16) Nan déi tiép tuc



hoanh hanh ¢ Bic va Bac Trung Bo. Tai nhiéu noi, trat ty x& hoi bi d6 va, va
tinh trang an ninh suy giam tai hau hét cac thanh phé. Nhiéu lang tréng
khong. Trom cudp—du chuy&n nghiép hay do cdch mang lanh dao—qgia
tang hoat dong. Tinh trang hon loan lan tran tir ndng thdn vé céc thi tran va
thanh phd. Ké hoach “doan két qudc gia” ctia Kim thiéu hip dan hon tu loi
va tinh than cau an.

2. Doan Ket [National Unity]:

Although unity is an exceptional phenomenon rather than a normal
condition of any society, the Vietnamese nationalists often accused the
French of intentionally dividing the country and its people in order to
facilitate their domination—a valid charge. The newly independent Viet
Nam, thus, would need the cement of "national unity"—both "spiritually
and politically"(48)—to bind various factions and social strata together.
Ironically, however, the appeal for national unity worked much more
against than for the success of Kim's government.

48. L'Action (Hanoi), 21 July 1945. [“Doan Ket,” it is noteworthy,
was once a security program by the Later Le rule]

At that time, Vietnamese society was on the verge of revolution,
Wartime conditions and the famine intensified the rising anarchy and
accelerated the collapse of the surface-stability skillfully maintained
under French rule. The country, thus, urgently needed more than a
group of technicians and professionals to channel its revolutionary
forces. It needed charismatic leadership, powerful theories, as well as
the administrative military strength that Kim and his government
obviously did not possess.

Lack of leadership was too apparent. Bao Dai had been trained to
be a King who reigned but did not govern; he could not attract mass
support.(49) Although Kim was a respected teacher who had trained
numerous members of the Viet intelligentsia and had profound moral
influence among the urbanites, he was far from being a political leader
suitable in such a volatile situation. Among his associates, there were
several talented young men like Hoang Xuan Han, Phan Anh and Vu
Ngoc Anh. However, they were more technicians than politicians or
organizers and French policies had prevented such persons from
acquiring broad administrative experience.

49. It should be noted that those who overstress the Confucian concept
of "Mandate of Heaven" [thien menh = Tianmen?] often misunderstand
two basic points: First, only the Viet elite believed in this Confucian
concept; and, second, the Viet Kings' Mandate of Heaven ended with the



capture of Ham Nghi in November 1888. Moreover, Bao Dai was also
plagued by gossips concerning his origin. See chapter | & VII.

Reared within the French cultural milieu and having acquired most
of their political knowledge from Franco-centric publications and Viet
Nam's popular perceptions of national anti-French heroes, Kim and his
men were incapable of outlining a practical theory. They viewed
Marxist-Leninism as too radical but their own political views were too
much the product of their special class experience to be useful in
governing a nation in turmoil. They saw the ideal citizen as a man
combining a "scientific" mind and "traditional” virtue—a sort of cultural
syncretism between the East and the West.(50) Unfortunately, such a
cultural synthesis was wishful thinking, too vague for any purpose at the
time. The Western science or ‘“scientific mind” that the Viets had
acquired or the French had introduced into Viet-Nam was superficial at
best. The traditional virtue had been constantly challenged ever since
the intrusion of Catholicism in the 16™ century and was nearly
bankrupted after eighty years under the French domination, during
which the Catholics championed their religion and, thus, their set of
religious virtue; to say nothing of new tidal waves of ideological
hegemonism awaiting ahead. Meanwhile, above all, the Japanese had
already determined what sort of political line the "new" Empire of Viet
Nam had to follow—what that was later refined as "interdependence™ or
"satellite independence."

50. L'Action (Hanoi), 4 July 1945.

Because neither the Japanese nor Kim wanted to see rapid change in
administrative structure, the French-created bureaucracy remained
nearly intact. But during the first days after Japan's purge, a state of
confusion persisted. Some administrators and civil servants left their
posts to take refuge in bigger cities and towns.(51) Under prevailing
conditions, it would take months to bring the system back to normal.
Time, however, was not on Kim's side. Less than four months after he
came to power, Japan collapsed, and with it his government.

51. Ibid., 27 June 1945.

In the areas where Kim's government was able to assert control—i.e.
the cities and towns in Bac Bo and Trung Bo and the communications
lines linking them— Kim achieved some minor administrative reforms.
Some unpopular mandarins were fired and some were even brought to
trial on various charges.(52) This superficial purge could not satisfy



radicals who asked for swift and thorough change in all fields.
Moreover, even had Kim wanted to strengthen the bureaucracy with new,
able men, he did not have enough of them. Here, the very reason he was
given the premiership—because he was a respected figure without
political party or supporters—worked against him.

52. Ibid., 2 May 1945.

Kim's only hope, therefore, was to improve the existing bureaucracy
by appealing to the sense of morality and patriotism among the
bureaucrats. He also attempted to organize the civil servants into a
General Association of Civil Servants, hoping to transform them into a
political arm.(53) At first, the civil servants responded quite well.
However, the excitement of newly acquired independence could not
ameliorate the growing economic crisis. Moreover, the Allies, de
Gaulle's France and, particularly, the Viet Minh Front continued to
challenge the legitimacy and authority of Kim's government. The
combination of these factors significantly reduced the bureaucrats'
enthusiasm. The bureaucrats' attitude was so indifferent in the summer
of 1945 that by July, Phan Anh, Minister of Youth, publicly criticized
their "uncontrolled” mentality and decided to organize the younger civil
servants into a "civil-servant youth group."(54)

53. Ibid., 25 May 1945.

54. Tinh Tien [Toward Enlightment] (Hanoi), No.19 (7 Aug 1945), p.
168.

As for military strength—a decisive factor which might have helped
Kim's government to deflect challenges from competing groups—it was
absolutely beyond his control. Kim's government did not have even a
nominal Defense Minister. Some former Viet soldiers under French rule
were assembled into a new body, the Viet Nam Righteous Warriors, but
they were kept safely under direct Japanese control. The police were
also reorganized and controlled by the Japanese. It was not until June-
July, when Japan had agreed in principle to return Nam Bo to Kim's
government, that Kim was allowed to organize a corps of Security
Guards [Bao An], but by then the situation was beyond recovery.(55)
The Japanese Army, thus, was Kim's sole strength. His government
could only last as long as the Japanese military presence in Viet Nam.

55. IMTFE, Exhibit 663; L'Action (Hanoi), 3 and 9 Aug 1945; Hai
Phong, 16 July 1945.



The combination of these factors made Kim's national unity a
toothless tiger. Kim and his men did not have the means to bring about
effective national unity. To be sure, in order to sustain Kim's
government, the Japanese sponsored the unification of various Dai Viet
groups in the North and created the New Viet Nam Party in the Central
region—a grouping which included many prominent intellectuals,
provisioned as the sole political party in Viet Nam.(56)

However, not all pro-Japanese groups stood behind him. The most
hostile were the hostile were the Catholic "dissidents” in Thuan Hoa
(Hue), led by Ngo Dinh Diem and his eldest brother, Khoi. Although
Kim appointed Tran Van Ly, one of Diem's followers, to the office of
Governor of the four southern provinces in Trung Bo, Diem's men
distributed tracts and circulated rumors that Prince Cuong De and Diem
were to take over power when Japan granted Viet Nam its true
independence.(57) Their war of rumors and harassment could hardly be
controlled or retaliated against since Khoi's eldest son served as
"private secretary" to Supreme Advisor Yokoyama.

56 This party was formally created on May 16, 1945 with Ton
Quang Phiet, the future Chairman of the Viet Minh Revolutionary
Committee in Hue, as Secretary General; Sai Gon, 12 June 1945;
L'Action (Hanoi), 9 June 1945. For a fuller list of this "party"” see Lieu,
Bich and Dam (eds), Xa hoi, vol Il. pp.174-175; Vu Dinh Hoe, Hoi Ky
Vu Dinh Hoe [Memoirs of Vu Dinh Hoe] (Hanoi: NXB Nha van, 2004),
pp. 171.

57. Kim, Gio bui, pp. 64-65.

By that time, Ho Chi Minh and the American Office of Strategic
Services [OSS] in China had reached an agreement—in exchange for
Ho's information on Japanese troops in Indochina and other services the
Americans helped to train Viet Minh militiamen in North Viet Nam and
supplied them with the latest model rifles. An American intelligence
team, led by Allison K. Thomas, was also dropped into Ho's secret zone
at Kim Lung (“Tan Trao,” Tuyen Quang province). Their presence and,
particularly, their secret information on the geopolitical situation, not
only strengthened the Front's position and popularity, but also helped
Ho to fully exploit Japan's sudden surrender.(58)

58. For details, see US Senate, Causes, Origins, and Lessons of the
Viet-Nam War, Hearings Before the Committee on Foreign Relations,
US Senate, 92nd Congress, 2nd Session, May 1972 (Washington: GPO,



1973), pp. 243-280 [henceforth, "Thomas' Report"]; Patti, Why Viet-
Nam?, p. 129.

Kim's national unity also opened various government offices to
underground Communist cadres or Communist sympathizers. Nguyen
Manh Ha, the future Economy Minister under Ho Chi Minh, served as
the Economic Chief of Hai Phong and, later, Economic Chief of Bac
Bo.(59) Hoang Minh Giam, Ho Chi Minh's future Foreign Minister,
started his on-the-job training by performing as Chief of the Japanese-
Vietnamese Liaison Team in Bac Bo.(60) Ton Quang Phiet, future
Chairman of the Viet Minh Revolutionary Committee in "Nguyen Tri
Phuong" city (Hue), was a counselor of the National Youth Council, the
Secretary General of the Japanese-sponsored New Viet Nam Party and
also an advisor for many high-ranking officials, including Bao Dai's
office director and Ho Ta Khanh, Minister of Economy.(61) In Nam Bo
(Cochinchina), Pham Van Bach, the future Chairman of the Executive
Committee of Nam Bo, sought advice from the "organization™ [the ICP]
before accepting the office of provincial judge in Ben Tre.(62) Pham
Ngoc Thach continued to conceal his party background, approaching
the Japanese to take control of the Vanguard Youth.(63)

59. Nguyen Manh Ha, a Catholic Youth Leader at that time, was a
son-in-law of a French Communist leader, Georges Maranne; CAOM (A
ix), GOUGAL 7F 29; L'Action (Hanoi), 9 June 1945.

60.1bid., (Hanoi), 3 Aug 1945; Tinh Tien (Hanoi), No.19 (7 Aug
1945), p. 168.

61. For Phiet's role in the August revolution, see Etudes
vietnamiennes (Hanoi), No.37 (1973), pp. 58-60; Hoe, "Bao Dai," pp.
60-63. Phiet was to become Vice Minister of Interior in 1946.
Meanwhile, Ho Ta Khanh told me in the winter of 1982-1983 (more than
once) that it was Tran Van Giau—a Communist leader who was to
become the first Chairman of the Provisional Executive Committee of
Nam Bo on August 25, 1945—who encouraged him to accept the
Ministry of Economy in order to have "someone over there" to keep an
eye on the changing situation. Consequently, Khanh kept frequent
contact with Phiet. However, one should take into consideration of the
fact that Huynh Thuc Khang, one of Khanh's idols, was closely
associated with Phiet also.

62. For details, see Pham Van Bach, "Mua thu nho mai" [The Ever
Memorable Autumn]; Nhan Dan [People] (Hanoi), 22 Aug 1982. Bach,
born in 1910 in Tra Vinh, Cochinchina, went to France for education



and obtained his doctorate in law. Returning to Viet Nam he first taught
at Can Tho, and later, in August 1938, left his teaching post to run his
own private school Bassac [Hau Giang] in Can Tho. In 1939 he also
began to practice law. A "convinced Marxist"—he wrote his dissertation
on Marxism—Bach became a member of the Central Committee of the
Unified Nationalist Party in August 1943. In early September 1945, he
replaced Giau as Chairman of the Executive Committee of Nam Bo and
held this position until the Geneva agreement in 1954. In September and
October 1945, together with Ha Ba Cang (alias Hoang Quoc Viet), an
ICP Central Committee member, and Giau, he conducted talks with both
the French and the British.

63. Thach was to become Ho's Minister of Public Health in
September 1945. [From the late 1940’s on, he served as Ho'’s personal
representtive in various foreign misions, i.e., intelligence services. He
was allegedly planting such strategic spies as Pham Ngoc Tho in South
Viet Nam. He died in South Vietnam in 1968]

Many important figures of Kim's government had contacts with the
Viet Minh. The infiltration of these ICP cadres, together with their
psychological warfare, were very important factors in the sudden and
frustrating collapse of Kim's government in August 1945.

Worse, both the national economy and the government were
bankrupt. Controlling the Indochina Bank, the Japanese issued
banknotes freely to meet their needs. From March to August 1945, the
Japanese reportedly helped themselves 787 million yen (about 800
million piasters), more than the total amount transferred them as
occupation expenses by the French from late 1940 to February 1945
(720 million piasters), and up to one-third of the 500-piaster bills in
circulation.(64) Meanwhile, living costs in the cities became unbearable.
In May, one had to pay over 800 piasters for 100 kilograms of rice, 20
piasters for 1 kilograms of pork grease or 1 piaster an egg, about forty
times the cost of living in 1942.(65)

64. Decoux, A la barre, p. 446; CAOM (Paris), Cartons 182 and 289.

65. Thong Tin (Hanoi), No.11 (10 June 1945); Nguyen Xuan Chu,
HoiKy (Houston: Van Hoa, 1996), p. 257. In 1942, the price of 100
kilograms of rice varied from 18 piasters (in Hai Duong) to 20 piasters
(in Phuc Yen). At the same time, one kilogram of meat cost about 1
piaster. See CAOM (Aix), RST, F 70 (7).



The famine also continued to ravage Bac Bo and Trung Bo. In many
places the famine broke down all social order, security declined in
nearly all provinces. Many villages became nearly empty. Bandits and
thieves—either professional or revolutionary-led—increased their
activities. Anarchy started in the countryside and spread with refugees
to the cities and provincial towns. Kim's national unity, therefore, was
less attractive than personal interest and survival.

3. Chong Déi:

Mic du pham vi hoat dong rat han hep, chinh pha Kim don nhiéu nd luc
chdng lai nan d6i. Mot mit, Kim yéu cau va duoc Nhat cho phép b 1& bét
budc ban thoc & Trung bd, va tai Bic b, midn cho bat c ai s¢ hitu dudi ba
mau rudng (L'Action, 19/5/1945; Hai Phong, 16/7/1945). Bo truéng Tiép té
Nguyén Hiru Thi duoc giri vao Sai Gon dan xép viéc chuyén ché gao tur
Nam ra Trung va Bac. Dé tranh bi phi co My oanh tac, c4c hai cang xa Sai
Gon dugc dung lam diém khai hanh cho cac doan thuyén buém. Tu nhéan
duoc phép tu do chuyén chd va mua ban gao. Tuy nhién, dé ngin chin cac té
nan, Kim ra lénh kiém soat gat gao gia ca va viéc ton kho lda gao. Nguoi vi
pham c6 thé bi tir hinh hay tich bién tai san (Tin Méi, 17/7/1945). Tai Bac
bo, Kim thanh Iap Ty Liém Phong Kinh Té, giao cho Nguyén Duy Qué diéu
khién, dé ngan chin viéc budn lau (Tin Maéi, 10/7 va 3/8/1945). Mot s6 chu
ctra hang gao bi bat gitr hoic phat ning. Mt khac, Kim tap trung nhiing
ngudi s6ng sot sau nan doi cung nhitng ngudi vo gia cu vao cac trai dac biét.
Mot chién dich béo chi gilp roé nd phong trao thanh Iap nan cau déi trén toan
quéc. Vao cudi thang 3, tat ca cac hoi ciu té mién Bac tap hop lai thanh
Tong Hoi Ciu Té Nan Doi do Nguyén Van Té cam dau, va day manh hon
cac nd luc lac quyén ciing nhu chan té. Tur thang 3 toi thang 5/1945, t6 chic
ciia T6 quyén duoc 783,403 ddng (L'Action, 21/3, 27/4 va 30/5/1945). Tai
Nam b, chi noi thang 5 hon 20 hoi chan té ra doi, va trong vong 1 thang céac
t6 chuc trén quyén duoc 1,677,886 dong, ké ca 481,570 déng dé mua va
chuyén ch¢ 1,592 ta gao cho nan nhan vu doi (L'Action, 24/5 va 22/6/1945;
Hai Phong, 23/6/1945). Vi tat ca cac thuyén buom trén 30 tan déu bi Nhat
trung dung, va hai cang Hai Phong bi My dat min phong toa, viéc ché gao tur
Nam ra Bac bi cham tré. Dau vay, cac chuong trinh chong d6i cua Kim
chang nhitng giam thiéu su kho sé cua dan chliing ma con tao co hdi cho dam
dong, dac biét la gidi tré, tham gia cac sinh hoat xa hoi.

Nhitng nd lec cua Kim khong hoan toan tién trién tét dep: Ngoai viéc bi
Viét Minh can tr¢ (nhu xti duc dan chung danh pha cac vua lda cdng cong,



hay lang nhuc cac vién chuc trach nhiém va ngudi cam dau cac hoi chan té),
tin tic tinh bao do Viét Minh cung cap khién cac phi vu oanh tac cia My
pha hoai thém nira cac truc giao thong (AOM [Paris], AE, hop 578). Sy giao
thong kho khin dén d6 Kim phai dung xe dap dé chuyén cong vin (Tin Méi,
15/6/1945). Ngay 23/7, mot Bo truéng cia Kim 1a Vii Ngoc Anh tir thuong
trong mot cudc oanh kich & Bac bo. DAu vay, nhd tring mia Chiém vao
thang 5 va 6/1945, va nho nhu cau tiéu thu giam han xudng sau khi hon 1
triéu ngudi chét déi, cudc khung hoang thuc pham giam dan. Qua thang
6/1945, nan d6i hau nhu di qua. Tai Ha-noi va cac tinh, gia gao giam tir 850
ddng mot tram can tdy xudng khoang 300 dong mot ta (Théng Tin,
10/6/1945). Tai vai tinh, van nan tro thanh thiéu hut sé nguoi gat lda (Dan
Méi, 6/6/1945). Khi nhitng tau chd gao tir Nam cap bén mién Bic, nan doi
cudi cung ciing qua.

3. Against the Famine:

Although their latitude for action was limited, Kim's government
devoted its most concentrated efforts to fight the famine. On the one
hand, Kim asked for and obtained Japan's approval for abandoning the
forced sale of rice in Trung Bo and an exemption to those who owned
less than three mou [mau] of rice-field in Bac Bo.(66) His Minister of
Supplies, Nguyen Huu Thi, was sent to Saigon to arrange the transport
of southern rice to Trung Bo and Bac Bo. In order to avoid American air
raids, various ports outside Saigon were used as departure points for
convoys of wooden vessels. Private rice shippers were granted freedom
of transport, purchase and sale. To prevent dishonest practices,
however, strict control over rice price and stockage was decreed.
Offenders could be given the death sentence and have all their
properties and assets confiscated.(67) In Bac Bo, Kim created a
Economic Police Office to fight the malpractice of blackmarketeering
under a Japanese named Nguyen Duy Que.(68) A number of rice depot
owners were arrested and fined for their violations. On the other hand,
Kim ordered the concentration of famine survivors and homeless
wanderers in special camps. A press campaign stimulated the
mushrooming of famine relief associations around the country. In late
March, all of these associations in Bac Bo merged into Nguyen Van To's
General Association for Assistance to the Famine Victims which
thereafter accelerated its operations from fund raising to distributing
support where needed. From March to May 1945, To's association
raised a total amount of 783,403 piasters.(69) In Nam Bo, over twenty
relief associations were created in May 1945. Within a month, these
groups had collected a total amount of 1,677,886 piasters, including



481,750 piasters to purchase and ship 1,592 tons of rice for the famine
victims.(70) Due to the fact that all wooden vessels over 30 tons were
requisitioned by the Japanese and because the Hai Phong port was
mined by the Americans, however, the southern rice arrived in Bac Bo
very slowly. Even so, Kim's famine relief programs not only helped to
reduce the people's misery but also provided the masses, especially the
youth, an opportunity to engage in social activities.

66. The forced sale of rice in Trung Bo was abolished on May 13;
Order No.14 (13 May 1945); L'Action (Hanoi), 19 May 1945. In Bac Bo,
it was abolished on June 7; Dan Moi (Hanoi), No.2 (13 June 1945); Hai
Phong, 10 and 16 July 1945.

67. Imperial Order No. 81; Dan Ba [Women] (Hanoi), Nos. 296-7
(13-20 July 1945); Tinh tien (Hanoi), No0.19 (7 Aug 1945); Dan Moi
(Hanoi), 17 July 1945.

68. Ibid., 10 and 11 July, and 3 August 1945.

69. L’ Action (Hanoi), 21 March, 27 April, and 30 May 1945. Nguyen
Van To, a well-known writer, was to become Ho's Minister of Social
Assistance.

70. 1bid., 24 May and 22 June 1945; Hai Phong, 23 June 1945.

Kim's efforts did not always progress smoothly. Beside the Viet
Minh's direct obstruction of his famine relief projects (e.g. inciting the
peasants to attack the public rice stocks, or maliciously discrediting the
officials and leaders of the relief associations), intelligence information
collected by the Viet Minh helped American bombers to escalate their
raids, thus causing further deterioration of the condition of
communications lines. Communications were so difficult that Kim's
cabinet had to use bicycles for transmitting official messages.(71) On
July 23, one of Kim's ministers, Vu Ngoc Anh, was killed in an American
air raid in Bac Bo. Still, the combination of a good summer harvest
(chiem harvest) in May-June 1945 and the fact that food requirements
had been lowered by the loss of over one million famine victims
significantly reduced the food crisis. By June 1945, the famine was
nearly over. In Hanoi and other provinces, the price of rice plummeted
from 850 to about 300 piasters per 100 kilogram.(72) In several
provinces, the problem swiftly changed from the shortage of rice to a
lack of harvest workers.(73) With the arrival of rice cargo ships form the
south in July 1945, the famine was finally ended.

71. Tinh Tien (Hanoi), No.14 (5 July 1945); Tin Moi (Hanoi), 15
June 1945.

72. Thong Tin (Hanoi), No.11 (10 June 1945).



73. Dan Moi [New People], No.1 {6 June 1945).
4. Cai Cach Thué:

Gidng nhu ddi tha 1a Cong San, chinh pha Kim mudn giai quyét van dé
thué, dic biét 1a thué than, mot loai thué gay nhiéu ta than. Dudi thoi Phap,
c6 13 loai thua ter 750 d6ng mot nam (hang 1) téi 3 dong rudi (hang thtr 13).
Ngoai ra, mdi xuat dinh phai tra thém khoang 60% sb tién trén nhu thué
chinh phu x (ky), va tir 45% t6i 60% cho ngan qui tinh; diéu nay c6 nghia
khoang 2,300,000 xuit dinh thudc hang 13 phai tra tong cong 7.70 dong thué
than hang nim. Kim thuyét phuc duoc ngudi Nhat giam thué dang ké cho
hang thir 13 ndy. Ngoai ra, ho con duoc chia thanh 2 hang thué khac nhau.
Khoang 1.8 triéu nguoi qui dinh thuoc hang 13 mai chi phai tra tong sé 3
ddng mdi niam, va 500,000 ngudi con lai chi phai tra 1 dong. T4t ca nhiing
khoan phu thu cho x& va tinh dugc mién. Thuc té, viéc cai cach thué chi
thuc hién tai mién Bac. Tai Trung bd, Kim mién thué than cho tat ca cac
bach dinh hodc nhimg ngudi cd lgi tac thap. Riéng tai Nam Bo, Nhat tiép
tuc 4p dung luat thué nam 1944 cta Phap (Nuéc Nam, 3/3/1945; L'Action,
19 va 30/5/1945).

4. Tax Reforms:

Like its Communist arch rival, Kim's government wanted to tackle
the issue of taxes, particularly the unpopular capitation tax [thue than].
Under French rule, this tax was divided into 13 categories, form 750
piasters (1st tax bracket) to 3.50 piasters (13th tax bracket). In addition,
each individual had to pay an amount equal to 60 percent for the
provincial budget. That meant, those of the 13th tax bracket, about
2,300,000 households, had to pay a total of 7.70 piasters per year as
their capitation tax. Kim successfully persuaded the Japanese to grant
households in the 13th category a significant tax reduction. This group
was then divided into two different categories, the 13th tax bracket now
had to pay a total amount of 3 piasters per year, while the other 500,000
in the 14th bracket were to pay only 1 piaster. All additional regional
and provincial taxes were suppressed. This tax reform was actually only
adopted in Bac Bo. But on his own authority, Kim granted to the
property-less people and low-income employees of Trung Bo an
exemption form the capitation tax. In Nam Bo, the Japanese continued
to apply the French-imposed tax brackets of 1944.(74)

74. For details, see Nuoc Nam [Southern Nation] {Hanoi), No.262
(3 March 1945), pp. 1-2; L'Action (Hanoi), 19 and 30 May 1945.



5. Cai Céch Giao Duc:

Chinh phu Kim dit ning vin dé cai cach giéo duc, vai trong tam 12 viéc
phat trién gido duc ky thuat va sir dung chir Viét méi (qudc ngix) lam ngon
nglr giang day (Tinh Tién, 5/7/1945; L'Action, 4 va 13/7/1945). Lén cam
quyén chua day hai thang, Kim t6 chtc khod thi tiéu hoc dau tién bang chix
Viét mai va du dinh dung Viét ngir trong cac Ky thi cao hon (Tin Mdi,
13,14,23, 25/6, va 18/7/1945). B truong Giao duc Hoang Xuan Han ciing
hét strc 1am viée dé Viét-nam-hoé nén gido duc trung hoc cdng cong. Nhiing
ké hoach nay han can mot thoi gian dai hon 4 thang méi thay rd két qua;
nhung chung da mo duong cho Viét Minh phat dong chién dich binh dan
gido duc trong tuwong lai gan. Vao thang 7/1945, khi Nhat quyét dinh trao tra
doc 1ap va thong nhat 1anh thé, chinh phi Kim dang chuén bi thuc hién mot
cudc cai cach rong 16n hon, khéi dau bang viéc thanh 1ap mét 6y Ban quéc
gia chiu trach nhiém thanh 1ap mét nén qudc hoc.

5. Educational Reforms:

Reflecting their own backgrounds and expertise, Kim's government
put great emphasis on educational reforms, concentrating development
of technical training and particularly the use of romanized script as the
main language of instruction.(75) After less than two months in power,
Kim organized the first primary examinations in Vietnamese and
planned to use Vietnamese in the more advanced tests.(76) Hoang Xuan
Han, Minister of Education, also worked hard to Vietnamize the public
secondary education. Although such projects required a much longer
period than four months to see their full results, they prepared the
ground for the Viet Minh to launch its compulsory mass education in the
future. In July, when the Japanese decided to grant Viet-Nam full
independence and territorial unification, Kim's government was
preparing to carry out a much more profound educational reform,
starting with the formation of a National Committee responsible for the
creation of a national system of education.

75. See the declaration of June 8, 1945 and Imperial Order No.71
(11 July 1945); in Tinh Tien (Hanoi), No.14 (5 July 1945) and L'Action
(Hanoi), 4 and 13 July 1945.

76.1bid., 13, 14,23 and 25 June and 18 July 1945.

6. Cai Cach Tu Phap:



Vé6i phuong vi Bo truong Tu phap, Trinh Dinh Thao ciing khéi dau
chién dich cai cach hé théng tu phap. Thang 5/1945, thanh lap tai Hué mot
Uy Ban Cai Céach va Théng Nhat Tu Phap, do Thao cam dau (L'Action,
2/6/1945). Ngoai ra, chinh phu Thao xét lai cdc vu an chinh tri, tra tu do
nhiéu ngudi hoat dong chdng Phép va phuc hdi quyén cong dan cho nhiing
ngudi khac. Nhan dip nay, mot s6 can bo Cong san tré lai vai to chue cii, va
tich cuc 1am viéc dé pha hay quyén luc cua Kim (L'Action, 4/7/1945).

6. Judicial Reforms:

In his role as Minister of Justice, Trinh Dinh Thao launched an
attempt to reform the existing judicial systems. In May 1945, a
Committee for the Reform and Unification of Laws was created in Hue,
headed by Thao. In addition, Thao's ministry re-examined the sentences
of political prisoners, releasing a number of anti-French activists and
restoring the civil rights of the others. Thanks to this occasion, a
number of Communist cadres were able to return to their former cells
and actively participated in the destruction of Kim's authority.(77)

77. Imperial Order No.62 (21 June 1945); in L'Action, 4 July 1945.

7. Pam Pong Tham Gia Chinh Tri:

Su dong gop khong thé tir chdi dugc caa chinh pha Kim 1a sy tham gia
sinh hoat chinh tri ciia dam dong. Trong nhiing budi 18, Kim vinh danh moi
anh hiing qudc dan, tir nhitng quédc t6 huyén thoai, tac vua Hung (2879-257
TNL), toi nhitng anh hung khang Phap nhu Nguyén Thai Hoc, 14nh tu Viét
Nam Quédc Dan Pang (VNQDD) da bi xtr chém cung 12 dng chi nim 1930.
Mot 6y Ban duogc thanh 1ap dé lwa chon mot danh séch céac anh hiing s& duoc
dua vao Nghia Liét Tur (L'Action, 26/6/1945). Tén duong phd duogc dit lai.
Tai Thuan-hoa (Hué), L& Thai T4, vi vua di danh lai doc lap tir tay nha
Minh nidm 1427, thay thé Jules Ferry trén bang tén dai 16 chinh cuaa thanh
phd. Tuéng Tran Hung Pao, nguoi hai 1an chian ding sy xam lang cia
Méng Co trong thé ky XIII, thay cho Paul Bert. Ngay 1/8, tan Dbc ly Ha Noi
la Tran Vin Lai con di xa hon nira khi cho 1énh phéa bé nhitng tuong dai do
Phéap dung Ién tai cac cong vién trong chién dich xoa bo nhiing tan tich 6
nhuc (Tin Méi, 2/8/1945). Trong khi dé, bao chi Viét bung néuty do xuat
ban nhitng bai viét vé cac phong trao chong Phéap va nhiing loi da kich céc
cong su vién cua Phap. Nhiing loi chi trich con hudng vao ca 6ng ngoai cua
Bao Pai, tic Nguyén Hiru Do—nguoi da dong vai trd quan trong trong cudc
chinh phuc cua Phép trong thap nién 1880 (Dan Mai, 5-7/1945; Hai Phong,
28/7/1945).



Ké hoach dang ke nhét 12 viéc doan ngii hoa tudi tré. Bo ‘truong Thanh
nién Phan Anh cb gang tap trung va kiém soat chit ché cac to chuc tum tré
da bung nd tir sau ngay 9/3/1945. Ngay 25/5, mot Du ra doi dat xudng co
cAu to chirc céc hoi thanh nién. Trén thuong téng la mot Hoi Bong Quéc Gia
Thanh Nién, mét t chitrc tu van, dé ¢b van B truong Thanh nién. Nhimg co
cau tuwong tu dugc thanh Iap xudng toi cip huyén (L'Action, 16/6/1945).
Trong khi @6, thanh nién dugc moi tham gia céc t6, doan dia phuong tir tinh
tGi x&. M4i tinh 1y c6 mét trung tdm huan luyén, & d6 ho c6 thé tham du
nhitng khod huan luyén kéo dai mét thang (Tinh Tién, 30/6 va 7/7/1945;
ban Ba, 26/7-7/8/1945; L'Action, 26/6/1945). Chinh phu cting thanh lap mot
trung tam qudc gia cho Thanh Nién Tién Tuyén tai Thuan Hoa. Khai giang
ngay 2/6, trung tam nay dy tru la tién than truong huan luyén sT quan trong
tuong lai (Kim 1969:92). Vao cudi thang 7, c4c trung tm cap bo cho thanh
nién xa hoi dugc thanh lap tai Ha No6i, Thuan Hoa Thuan-hoa va Sai Gon.
Trong khi do, tai Ha Noi, Tong Hoi Sinh Vién va Thanh Nién bi con st doc
lap chi phéi. “Sinh vién™ucé 1& véi su trg gidp cua chinh phudty xuat ban
tuan bao Tu Tri (Tu Tri, 21/4-26/6/1945). Cu x4 Sinh vién Ha-ndi tré thanh
mét trung tdm hoat dong chinh tri. Vao thang 5, thang 6, c6 dau hiéu can bo
Cong san, dudi danh nghia Viét Minh, da xdm nhap sau vao Cu x4 Sinh vién,
va cac hiép hoi thanh nién cing ciru déi. Poi dién sy banh truéng cia Mat
Tran Viét Minh, Nhat nd luc tiép xdc cac 1anh tu caa to chic nay, nhung cac
s gia cua Nhat déu bi giét. Hién Binh Nhat bén phan cong, bat giit hang
trim thanh nién Viét tai mién Bac vao ha tuan thang 8 (Kim 1969:82-83).

7. Mass Political Participation:

An undeniable contribution of Kim's government was its sponsorship
of mass political participation. In memorial ceremonies, Kim honored
all national heroes, from the legendary national founders, the Hung
Kings, to prominent anti-French martyrs like Nguyen Thai Hoc, the
leader of the Vietnamese Nationalist Party [VNQDD] who had been
executed together with twelve comrades in June 1930. A committee was
organized to select a list of national heroes to be introduced to the
Temple of Martyrs.(78) City streets were renamed. In Thuan Hoa
[Hue], King Le Thai To, who had regained independence from the
Chinese in 1427, replaced Jules Ferry on the signboards of a principle
boulevard. General Tran Hung Dao, who had twice checked Mongol
invasions in the 13th century, took the place of Paul Bert. On August 1,
the new Mayor of Hanoi, Dr Tran Van Lai, went even further when he
ordered the destruction of the French-erected statues in the city parks as
part of his campaign to "Wipe Out Humiliating Remnants."(79) Similar
campaigns were carried out in Nam Bo in late August. Meanwhile, the



Vietnamese press blossomed—free at last to publish accounts of anti-
French movements and critical comments on French collaborators in the
recent past. Severe criticism was even extended to Nguyen Huu Do—
Bao Dai's legal great grandfather, who had played an important role in
the French conguest of Dai Nam in the 1880's.(80)

78. Ibid., 26 June 1945.

79. Ibid., 29 June 1945; Tin Moi, 2 Aug 1945; Hung Viet (Saigon),
23 Aug 1945. Tran Huy Lai was a graduate from the Hanoi Medical
School. He served in both the Municipal Council of Hanoi and the
Chamber of Representatives of Tonkin in the 1920's and 1930's. On
October 27, 1943, Lai was arrested by the French and detained in the
Son La concentration camp (Tonkin). After March 9, 1945, he was
released and appointed Mayor of Hanoi on July 20. See L'Action
(Hanoi), 21 July 1945.

80. Phan Tran Chuc, "An Nguyen Huu Do?" [The Trial of Nguyen
Huu Do]; in Dan Moi (Hanoi), Nos. 5-7 (4 July to 17 Aug 1945). Also
see Hai Phong, 28 July 1945. [The author might assume that Do’s
daughter, Dong Khanh’s queen, had been Khai Dinh’s mother].

Kim's most impressive project, however, was the organization of
youth. Phan Anh, Minister of Youth, attempted to centralize and strictly
control all the youth organizations which had proliferated immediately
after March 9, 1945, an Imperial Order laid down an inclusive,
hierarchical structure for youth organizations. At the top was a National
Youth Council, a consultative organ, to advise the Minister of Youth.
Similar Councils were to be organized down to the district level.(81)
Meanwhile, youngsters were asked to join the local squads or groups,
from provincial to communal levels. They were given physical training
and were responsible for the maintenance of security in their communes.
Each provincial town had a training center, where youths might take a
one-month paramilitary course.(82) The government also established in
Thuan Hoa a national center for the Advanced Front Youth.
Inaugurated on June 2, this center was expected to be the embryonic
center for officer training in the future.(83) In late July, regional
centers for Social Youth were established in Hanoi, Thuan Hoa and
Saigon. Meanwhile, in Hanoi, the General Association of Students and
Youth was animated with the independence fervor. "Students"—
probably with some forms of government support—published their own
weekly magazine, Tu Tri [Self-Rule].(84) The Cite universitaire in
Hanoi became a center for political agitation. By May and June, there



was evidence that Communist cadres, under the banner of the Viet Minh
Front, had deeply infiltrated the Cite universitaire and other youth and
famine relief associations.

81. Imperial Order No.27 on May 25, 1945; L'Action (Hanoi), 16
June 1945. On June 25, when the list of members of the National Youth
Council was announced (Imperial Order No0.65), there was one
president (Hoang Dao Thuy, a scout leader), two vice-presidents (Ta
Quang Buu and Tran Duy Hung) and 22 "counselors," including two
women. See Dan Moi (Hanoi), No.7 (18 July 1945), p. 4.

82. Tinh Tien (Hanoi), No0.12 (30 June 1945), p. 104, and No.15 (7
July 1945), p. 128; Dan Ba (Hanoi), Nos. 298-9 (27 July -7 Aug 1945);
L'Action (Hanoi), 26 June 1945.

83. Dan Moi (Hanoi), No.1 (6 June 1945) and No.7 (18 July 1945).
The director of this center was Lieutenant Truong Tu Lang; Kim, Gio
bui, p. 92.

84. See Tu Tri [Self Rule) (Hanoi). In the BNF (Versailles) there are
ten issues of this weekly magazine, from April 21, 1945 ( No.1) to June
26, 1945 (No.10).

Faced with the rising Viet Minh Front, the Japanese attempted to
contact its leaders, but the Japanese messengers were killed by the Viet
Minh. The Kempeitai struck back, arresting hundreds of Vietnamese
youths in the North in late June.(85)

85. According to Kim, about 300 youths were arrested; Kim, Gio bui,
pp. 2-3. Also see Do Duc Duc, "Len chien khu" [Go Up to the
Resistance Zone); in Doc Lap [Independence) (Hanoi), No.2 (7 Sept
1945) and passim.

[18/8/1944]: * Trung Khéanh: Viét Minh, tir Con Minh, viét thu cho Dai
s My & Trung Hoa, xin vién trg “danh phat xit Nhat” (Patti 1980:29-30).

Toa Tong lanh sy My ¢ Kunming da chii y @én HCM tir cudi nam
1942. Sau hai ndm theo déi, ngay 16/6/1944, TLS William Langdon van
tin rang mét nguoi lich sy Viét Nam [gentleman] cho rang viéc tro lgi
Cua Phap “least unacceptable.” (USNA, DOS Specil files, Record group
59, box 10, d.7. Cable of 16 June 1944, Langdon to Landon; Marr,
1995:280)

Hsieh Yueh, mgt ludt sw cha nguoi Quang Chau, me Viét, tw nhan
cam dau Bang Dan Chi Déng Duwong, cé trén 200,000 tay sing, tai 13
dia phan tai Dong Duong. (CD ngay 5/8/1944, Arthur Ringwalt, Lanh
sy Guilin [Kweilin], gui Pai su Gauss; (USNA, DOS Special files,
Record group 59, box 10, d.7; Marr, 1995:280)



Y kién chung céc vién chic My la nguwoi Viét thiéu kha ndng tw cai
quan, nén chi co 2 lya chon: chinh quyén Phéap hay quoc té qudn tri
duéi LHQ. Nhitng nhém nguoi Viét hdi ngoai chéng Nhdt thi qué chia ré,
chang c6 ich loi thiét thwc ndo. (US Opitel report, Indochina; Marr,
1995:280)

Mua He 1944, Ban Tham Muu Truong Phat Khué da cho HCM kha
réng rdi, tim dén phong thong tin czza My [OWI] va néi chuyén véi nhiéu
nguwoi My. Vi thé nhém OWI dinh tuyén mg HCM lam viée cho dai VOA
¢ San Francisco; nhung phe thin Au Chdu chéng doi. (2 CP ngdy
7/11/1944; (USNA, DOS Special files, Record group 59, box 10, d.7;
Marr, 1995:280)

BNG My khong cdp chiéu khan [visa] vi s lam méch long Phap.
(Patti, 1980:50-51. C6 vdn dé ki thudt 1a nén cdp chiéu khan cho mét
nguoi Hoa hay mét nguoi Phap. Marr: One cannot help but wonder how
Vietnam history might have been altered if HCM had gone to San
Francisco on an American laisser-passez. (Marr, 1995:281n159)

Ngay 9/9/1944, Toa Dai sir Trung Khanh [Chung King] chuyén bdn
dich mét ld thw cua VM xin dwoc tro gilp chién dau bén canh Pong
Minh. Patti, 1980:55. Nguoi dich thi ¢6 thé 1a Thiéu ta Austin Glass,
cuu Giam déc van phong Standard Oil Company of New York. USNA,
0SS record 110208. Glass ¢ Viét Nam 30 ndm, c6 vo Viét [goc Hoa],
noi thgo tiéng Viet, [lién hé véi dwong giay GBT?.] Cudi nam 1944,
Glass thuyén chuyén vé Oat-shinh-tan, ting ban véi Patti vé Péng
Duwong, trude khi Patti qua Cén Minh vao dau thang 4/1945.(Marr,
1995:281n160) [Theo Lé Ting Son, Oat thuwong hi¢u ¢ Hai Phong 15
nam, v Hoa Kiéu, 2 con nudi, mgt Hoa Kiéu, mét Iy trueong ngueoi Viet.
Tang cho nhém Lé Thach Son, Pham Todn, Son va 1 nguwoi Khac sé vii
khi nhej. Som, 1978:108-11]

9/9/1944: William Powell, lién lac vién cua OWI tai Phi doan Cop
Bay, viét bao cdo, noi VN can tutelage cia My trong thoi hdu chién.
Nhdc dén bdn phan tich khéng dé tén vao thang 6/1944 cua mét nguoi
Viét. [Pham Viét Tu?] USNA, OSS record 110308. (Marr, 1995:281)

Thirong tuan thang 9/1944, TLS Langdon gap nhém Pham Viét Ti.
Langdon tuyén bé My muén yém tro nhizng dan téc bi ap bic & phuong
Péng, nhung khéng thé vira giup Phap thoat khdi &ch Germany, vira pha
V& dé quoc Phap. Khuyén Pham Viét Tir nén lién lac Véi cdc co quan
quan sir va 0SS tong mat tran chong Nhdat Patti, 1980:53-54; Marr,
1995:281-82)

Thang 2/1945, HCM vurot bién qua Con Minh, xin gap Chennault,
nhung bi tir chéi. Fenn, 1973:73-75. Marr, 1995:282) Phung Thé Tai



19/3/1945: HCM noi chuyén véi nguoi My, tuyén b Bdc Viét giong
nhir ¢6 rdn, can tan céng dé ngan chan cugc triét thodi chién hieoc. S.
Tonnesson, Vietnam Revolution, 238, 237. Marr, 1995:285)

29/3/1945: Chennault tiégp HCM. Chdp thudgn cho ldp mét tram
thong tin véi THD cua Ho.

Mid 1945, Pai td Paul Helliwell, Giam doc OSS tinh bao [SI] tai TH,
cho phép Phu t4 cza minh la Patti gap HCM.

Trong mua He 1945, da c6 lac hai toan tinh bao My ¢6 mat tai mat
khu "Tan Trao," thudc dia phan Kim Léng, Tuyén Quang. Toan Con
Nai (Deer Team) cuia Thiéu ta Allison K. Thomas da giap huan luyén
khoang 100 binh si Viét Minh va cau thoat Ho trong con dau thap tir
nhat sinh tai Kim Léng. Ho ¢ nhitng thu thuat dic biét ¢&& mua chudc
cam tinh cua cac quan tudng My tai dia phuwong. Mot mat, Ho tu mo ta
va dién giai rang cac dong chi minh la nhimg ngudi quéc gia chan chinh
da bi nguoi Phap [va TH] chup mit Cong San. Mat khac, Ho ¢6 tinh
chiéu chudng nguoi My bang nhitng 10i ting béc va tan lyc thoa man
nhu cau caa ho. (ting vong cho Frank Tan va cao ho cét [tiger bone
elixir] cho me Tan; Marr, 1995:284n171.

Chinh Thomas va cac nhan vién thudc toan Air Ground Aid Service
[AGAS] cua Khdng lyc Luc Quan M nhiéu lan khang dinh véi cap chi
huy rang t6 chirc Viét Minh caa Ho "khong phai 1a Cong San, hay Cong
San kiém soat, hay Cong San lanh dao."(6)

6. Tel 17 July 1945, Thomas gui Kunming, Appendix Il; United
States Congress. Senate. Causes, Origins, and Lessons of the Vietnam
War. Hearings before the Committee on Foreign Relations, 92nd
Congress, 2nd Session, May 1972. Washington: GPO, 1973), tr. 249.
Tuy nhién, trong b&o cao chot, ngay 17/9/1945, Thomas c6 vé thay doi
quan diém: had Communist sympathies. If not out-right Communists
they were definitely leftists. Many others believe in some form of
socialism. [p. 267].[S& dan: US Senate, Hearings, 1973:]

Thomas va dai dién OSS tai Cén Minh ciing chuyén cho Jean
Sainteny, trudng doan tinh bdo M-5 Phap tai Hoa Nam, moét 1a thu cta
Viét Minh, dé nghi hop tac.(7) Nhan vién OSS di trén thuc té hanh xu
nhu Ban Ngoai Giao dau tién caa Ho.

7. Jean Sainteny, Histoire d'une paix manquée: Indochine, 1945-
1947 (Paris: Amiot Dumont, 1953), tr. 68. [Sé dan : Une paix manquée].
Sainteny (tén thuc Roger) téi Con Minh ngay 30/7/1945; nhung gap
Nguyén Tuong Tam ma khéng phai H6 Chi Minh; Ibid., tr. 52-56;



Archimedes L. Patti, Why Viet-Nam? Prelude to America’s Albatros
(Berkeley, Cal.: Univ of California Press, 1980), tr. 104. [Sé dan: Why
Viet-Nam, 1980:]

8. Théng Nhat Lanh Thé:

Thanh qua dang ké nhat caa chinh pha Kim 12 viéc thuong thuyét théng
nhat lanh tho. Ngay sau khi cham dut ché do Phap, ngudi Nhat chang sot
sang gi voi viéc thdng nhat 1anh tho cua Viét Nam. Tuy nhién, ngay sau khi
chinh phu Kim thanh 1ap, Nhat ddng y trao tra Biac Bo, du con giir quyén
kiém soat cac thanh phd Ha-noi, Hai-phong, va Pa Nang. Trong khi do,
Nam bd hoan toan dat dudi sy cai tri truc tiép cua Nhat, chang khéc gi thoi
Phap thudc.

Bat dau tir thang 5/1945, Ngoai truong Chuong thuong thuyét voi Nhat
tai Ha-ndi, xin hoan tra ba thi x4 Ha-noi, Hai-phong va Pa Nang cho Viét
Nam, nhung Nhat thodi thac vi Ha-noi va Hai-phong 1a hai diém then chét
cta ké hoach phong thit Bong Duong. Mii toi thang 6 va thang 7/1945, Nhat
ma&i dong y thuc hién nhitng budce so khoi hudng vé su thong nhat 13nh tho
Viét Nam. Ngay 16/6, Bao Pai cong b Viét Nam sé dugc thong nhat trong
tuong lai (L'Action, 27/6/1945). Ngay 29/6, Tuéng Tsuchihashi ky mot loat
nghi dinh ban giao mot phan nhiing trach nhiém cua chinh phu Lién bang
Pong Duonguké ca quan thué, thong tin, va thanh nién, thé thaolcho ba
chinh phu Viét, Mién va Lao (L'Action, 12/7/1945). Tiép do, Bao Pai ban
hanh 4 dao Du: thanh lap Hoi Dong Tu Van Quéc Gia; mot iy ban soan thao
Hién phap gém 15 ngudi; mot oy ban 15 nguoi khac nghién cuu viée cai
cach hanh chinh, phap luat, va tai chinh; va mét 6y ban Cai cach Gido duc,
gom 2 phu nir trong tong s6 18 ay vién (L' Actlon 13, va 17/7/1945; Tinh
Tién, 3/7/1945). Lan dau tién, c4c 13nh tu mién Nam (nhu Tran Vian &n va
Ho Vian Nga) dugc mai tham gia céc ay ban trén.

Trong khi d6, nhitng bién chuyén khéc tai Nam bo tir dau thang 7/1945
c6 thé coi nhu nhitng budc chuan bi cho ké hoach Nhat cho Viét Nam duoc
théng nhat 1anh tho. Thuong tuan thang 7, khi Nam bo bing bung khi thé
doc 1ap va dam dong tham gia hoat dong chinh tri qua viéc thanh lap cac to
chic Thanh Nién Tién Phong ¢ Sai-gon cung nhiéu tinh 1y, Thong déc
Minoda tuyén b s& thanh lap Hoi Nghi Nam Bo dé gitp d& nguoi Nhat cai
tri. Hoi nghi nay ¢ nhiém vy tu van vé nhiing van dé do Nhat dé xét va
thanh tra c4c tinh. Muc dich chinh cua Hoi nghi, Minoda nhan manh, nham
gitip nguoi Viét hiéu duoc rang ho can phai hop tac chat ché véi Nhat, vi
“néu Nhat bai tran, nén doc l1ap cua Pong Duong sé& 15 do” (L'Action, 16 &
23/7/1945). Sy hién dién cta Tran Van An cung nhitng nhan vat theo pho



Cuong Dé trong Hoi nghi nay phan anh sy thay ddi quan trong trong thai d§
ciia Minoda ddi véi véan dé doc lap cua Viét Nam, vi cho téi thoi diém nay,
vién Thong ddc Nhat nam tron moi viéc & Nam Bo trong tay. Tai budi khai
mac Hoi nghi Nam bo ngay 21/7, Minoda gian tiép noi dén sy thong nhat
lanh tho cua Viét Nam (L'Action, 24/7/1945). Sau d6, Tran Vin &n duoc bd
nhiém lam Chu tich Hoi nghi, va Kha Vang Can, mot 1anh tu Thanh Nién
Tién Phong, duoc cir 1am Phé Chu tich.

Ngay 13/7, Tran Trong Kim dén Ha-noi dé thuong thuyét véi Toan
quyén Tsuchihashi. Tsuchihashi déng y trao tra ba thanh phé Ha Noi, Hai
Phong va Pa Nang cho chinh pha Kim, hiéu lyc tir ngay 20/7. Sau nhiing
cudc thuong thuyét kéo dai, hai bén con ddng y hoan tra Nam bo cho Viét
Nam, va Kim sé& 1én duong vao Sai-gon du I& théng nhat ngay 8/8 (Kim
1969:81-88; L'Action, 30/7/1945).

Su thanh dat lich sur cua Kim 1ap tic bi che pha boi ap luc bén ngoai va
su chia ré noi bo. Ngay 26/7, 1anh dao cac nudéc My, Trung Hoa va Bri-tén
ra tuyén cdo doi Nhat dau hang khong diéu kién. Nhat thi Iic nay chang con
mong chién thiang, ma chi muén dat dugc ngung ban trong danh dy. T¢ hai
hon, vién anh bi Bong Minh tring tri vi hop tac vai Nhat khién nhiéu nguoi
c6 thé hop tac véi Kim gitr thai do xa cach. Cac Bo truong va nhiing cong su
vién phan tan dan. Kham sai Bic bo 14 Phan Ké Toai—vay quanh boi chinh
con trai va nhiing nguoi c6 cam tinh véi Viét Minh hay can bg Cong san
nam ving nhu Nguyén Manh Ha va Hoang Minh Gidam—nop don xin tir
chtrc. Nguyén Xuan Chit, mot lanh ty Viét Nam Ai Quéc Pang va mét trong
nam thanh vién cua 6y Ban Kién Qudc (Théng Tin, 10/6/1945; Chit 1996),
khong dong y thay thé Toai (Kim 1969:84, 91; Chir 1996). Tr¢ lai Thuan
Hoa, Kim ciing ddi dién sy chong d6i ngay mot gia tang gitra cac BY truong.
Tran Vén Chuong (nguoi da khoi dau thuong thuyet v6i Nhat tir thang 5)
muén duoc huong cong vé viéc thau hoi ba thanh phd va Nam b, va co thé
ca chirc Thu tudng (Kim 1969:88-89). Phién hop Hoi ddng Bo truéng trong
hai ngay 5 va 6/8 dugc danh dau bang nhitng cudc cii va ca nhan va viéc ba
B truong Noi vy, Kinh té va Tiép té. Ho T4 Khanh, Bo truang Kinh té, con
doi toan chinh phu tir chtc. Theo ong ta, nén nhuong cho Viét Minh 1&én cam
quyén vi c6 thuc luc (Kim 1969:166). Ngay 7/8, chinh phi Kim tir chuc.
Bao Pai yéu cau Kim lap chinh phi méi, nhung viéc thé chién dot ngot
cham dut xen vao.

Ngay 8/8/1945, Lién SO tuyén chién véi Nhat va xua quan vao
Manchuria (M&n Chau). H6m sau, trai bom nguyén tir tha hai trat xudng
Nagasaki, va Nhat khong thé tiép tuc cudc chién. Thuong thuyét duoc tién
hanh, va Nhat quyét dinh cho Kim ciing nhitng nguoi Viét yéu nudc nhiing
gi ho tréng chd bao nam daindoc 1ap québc gia va thong nhat 1anh thd. Kim



nhiéu lan duogc thic duc vao Sai-gon cha toa 1& thau hdi mién Nam (Kim
1969:90). Nhung nhiéu yéu té ngin can Kim roi kinh d6. Tir ngay 8/8, Pham
Khic HoéUNgu tién tong ly cua Bao Pai—du duoc Tén Quang Phiét (nguoi
s& tro thanh Chua tich Uy ban Cach Mang Hué) cho Iénh xdi duc Bao Dai
thodi vi. Bé thuc hién sit ménh nay, Hoé tim c&ch ha uy tin Kim, dic biét 1a
dém pha viéc Kim khdng thé moi nhitng nhan vat ndi danh tham gia chinh
phu méi ¢ Thuan-hod (Hoe 1982:62-63). Trong khi d6 Bo truéng NoOi vu
Tran Dinh Nam, néu 1y do nhitng cudc ndi day & Thanh-hod va Quang-ngai
tai Trung bd dé ngan can Kim 1én duong vao Sai-gon (Hoé 1982:62-63; Kim
1969:89). Viéc don nhan chu quyén & Nam B boi thé phai uy cho Hoi Nghi
Nam Bo. Roi, ngay 14/8, Bao Pai b nhiém Nguyén Vian Sam, cyu Chua tich
Hoi Ai Hitu Ky Gia Nam Ky, 1am Kham sai Nam B¢ (L'Action, 17/8/1945).
Sam lap tac roi Thuan Hoa vao Sai Gon. Trong khi d6, Viét Minh da loi
dung thoi co, tong noi day.

8. Territorial Unification:

The most significant achievement of Kim's government was his
negotiation for territorial unification. Immediately after the termination
of French rule, the Japanese were not enthusiastic about the territorial
unification of Viet Nam. However, after the formation of Kim's
government, Japan quickly agreed to return Bac Bo to Kim's authority,
although retaining temporary control of the three under direct Japanese
control, just as it had been under French rule.

Beginning in May 1945, Foreign Minister Chuong began negotiating
the Japanese in Hanoi for the return of the three cities of Hanoi, Hai
Phong and Da Nang to Viet Nam, but the Japanese adopted a dilatory
approached, because Hanoi and Hai Phong were two strategic points in
their defense plan. Not until June and July 1945, did the Japanese allow
the essential steps leading toward Japan's granting national unification
being carried out. On June 16, Bao Dai issued a declaration
announcing the coming unification of Viet Nam.(86)

86. L’ Action (Hanoi), 27 June 19435.

On June 29, Tsuchihashi signed a series of decrees transferring
partial responsibilities of the Government General—including customs,
information and youth and sports—to the governments of Viet Nam,
Cambodia and Laos, effective July 1.(87)87. Ibid., 12 July 1945.

This move was followed by Bao Dai's issuance of four Imperial
Orders, establishing the National Consultative Committee, a fifteen-
member Committee for the reform of administration, legislation and
finance, and a Committee for the reform of national education, the last
including two women among its 18 members.(88) For the first time,



leaders from Nam Bo (e.g. Tran Van An and Ho Van Nga) were invited
to join these committees.

88. For the National Consultative Committee, see Tinh Tien (Hanoi),
No0.13 (Hanoi), 3 July 1945. For the three study committees, see
L’Action, ( 13 and 17 July 1945) .We provide the following list of
members of the three study committees:

Committee For Committee For Committee For
Elaboration Of  Administrative, Reforms Of

The Constitution Legislative And National Education
Financial Reforms

1. PHAN ANH 1. Tran Van An 1. Nguyen Thanh
Long

2. Hoang Dao 2. Tran Van Chuong 2. Hoang Thi Nga
3. Vu Dinh Hoe 3. VU VAN HIEN 3. Ta Quang Buu

4. Huynh Thuc Khang 4. Pham Khac Hoe 4. Kha Vang Can

5. Ho Ta Khanh 5. Le Quang Ho 5. Nguyen Van Chi
6. Nguyen Huy Lai 6. Nguyen Van Huyen 6. Hoang Minh Giam
7. Tran Van Lai 7. Nguyen Van Khoat 7. Nguyen Thanh
Giung

8. Dang Thai Mai 8. Tran Van Ly 8. Hoang Xuan Han

9. Vuong Quang Nhuong 9. Tran Dinh Nam 9. Nguy Nhu Kontum
10. Ton Quang Phiet ~ 10. Nguyen Khac Niem 10. Ho Van Nga
11. Nguyen Van Sam  11. Ngo Nhu Nhon 11. Bui Ky
12. Nhuong Tong 12. Duong Tan Tai 12. Nguyen Quang
Oanh
1 3. Ho Huu Tuong 13. Nguyen Huu Tho  13. Ung Qua
14. Nguyen Van Thanh 14.Trinh Dinh Thao ~ 14.Nguyen Manh
Tuong
15. Nguyen Trac 15. Phan Ke Toai 15. Ho Dat Thang
16. Nguyen Van Thinh
17. Hoang Dao Thuy
18. Nguyen Xien

Three ministers Phan Anh, Vu Van Hien, and Hoang Xuan Han were
"membres reporteurs” or "Reporting Members" of their respective
committees.

Meanwhile, several other developments in Nam Bo in early July can
be seen as preparatory steps by the Japanese toward granting territorial
unification to Viet Nam. In early July, at a time when Nam Bo was
animated with the new spirit of independence and mass participation



through the official creation of the Vanguard Youth organizations in
Saigon and other provincial towns,(89) Governor Minoda announced
the organization of a Council of Nam Bo to facilitate his governing task.
The Council was responsible for giving advice on the questions
submitted to it by the Japanese and for inspecting provincial affairs. Its
main task, Minoda underlined, was to make the Vietnamese realize that
they had to collaborate closely with the Japanese, because "if the
Japanese lose the war, the independence of Indochina would not become
complete™.(90)

89. The Vanguard Youths were originally sponsored by the Japanese
and only came into existence in May 1945, when Thai Van Lung, a
Catholic Youth Leader, assumed the function of Regional Director of
Youth Office. Kha Vang Can, a former member of the Van Lang group,
was President of the Directing Committee, and Pham Ngoc Thach, its
Secretary General. For details, see chapter 1X.

90. L'Action (Hanoi), 16 and 23 July 1945.

The presence of Tran Van An and other figures nominlly aligned
with Cuong De in this Council reflected an important change in
Minoda's attitude toward the independence of Viet-Nam, since up to this
time he had kept internal affairs in Nam Bo firmly in his own hands. At
its inauguration on July 21, Minoda implicitly referred to the unification
of Viet Nam.(91) Tran Van An was then appointed President of the Nam
Bo Council, and Kha Vang Can, a leader of the Vanguard Youths, Vice
President.

91. Ibid., 24 July 1945.

On July 13, Tran Trong Kim himself arrived in Hanoi to conduct
negotiations with Governor General Tsuchihashi. Tsuchihashi agreed to
return control of the three cities of Hanoi, Hai Phong and Da Nang to
Kim's government, effective July 20. Finally, after lengthy negotiation it
was also agreed that Nam Bo was to be returned to Viet Nam and that
Kim would go to Saigon to attend the Reunification ceremonies on
August 8.(92)

92. Ibid., 30 July 1945; Kim, Gio bui, pp. 80-81.

Kim's historic achievement was promptly overshadowed by external
pressure and internal schism. On July 26, the leaders of the United
States, China and Great Britain issued a declaration demanding Japan's
unconditional surrender. Japan's position was no longer to win the war



but simply to search for an honorable cease-fire. Worse still, the
possibility of future punishment by the Allies for collaboration with the
Japanese discouraged many who might have sided with Kim. Kim's
ministers and collaborators fell away. The Imperial Commissioner of
Bac Bo, Phan Ke Toai—flanked by his own son and other Viet Minh
sympathizers or underground Communists like Nguyen Manh Ha and
Hoang Minh Giam—submitted his resignation. Nguyen Xuan Chu, a
leader of the Vietnamese Patriotic Party and one of the five members of
Cuong De's National Reconstruction Committee, could not be persuaded
to replace Toai.(93)

93. Nguyen Xuan Chu, Hoi Ky [Memoirs] (Houston: Van Hoa, 1996),
pp. 271-73. It should be noted that during this period, rumors of Cuong
De's homecoming began to spread around the country. The Prince's
message to his citizens, dated January 11, 1944, was published in a
weekly magazine in Hanoi in April 1945 (Nuoc Nam, Nos. 264, 266-268,
28 April -12 May 1945). Vietnamese representatives reportedly attended
the Greater East Asia Conference held at Kudan (Japan) in May, under
the auspices of General Mitsui's Asian Development General
Headquarters of the Imperial Rule Assistance Association. On May 21,
Vu Van An, one of Cuong De's followers, returned to Saigon from Tokyo
and declared that there would be an important change in Vietnamese
politics in the very near future (Hai Phong, 1 June 1945). A few days
later, the Hanoi weekly Thong Tin [Information] published a
photograph of five patriots belonging to the Committee for National
Reconstruction [Uy Ban Kien Quoc], including Vu Van An, Vu Dinh Dy,
Ngo Dinh Diem, Nguyen Xuan Chu and Le Toan—all of whom had been
rumored to be members of Cuong De's exile government prior to March
9, 1945, (Thong Tin, 10 June 1945) Meanwhile, on May 28, Tran Van
An—known as one of the two leaders of the Phuc Quoc in Nam Bo—was
brought back to Saigon after nearly two years in exile in Singapore.
According to Shiraishi ("La presence japonaise,” pp. 239-240), in a
meeting with Bao Dai on June 11, Tsuchihashi brought up the issue of
Cuong De and obtained Bao Dai's approval for his return to Viet-Nam
as president of the Privy Council. Not much more than this, however, is
known about the Tsuchihashi-Bao Dai meeting. What we can be certain
of is that there was a tentative plan to bring Cuong De back to Viet Nam.
On July 20, 1945, General Matsui declared in Japan that the Prince was
to return to Viet-Nam to assist his nephew, Bao Dali, in state affairs. Five
days later, Cuong De also issued a statement stressing his gratitude to
Japan and pledging his sincere collaboration with Japan after his home



return. (Nippon Times, 30 July 1945) Cuong De, however, did not return
to Viet Nam. The sudden end of the war might be a plausible explanation.

Returning to Thuan Hoa, Kim also found rising conflict among his
ministers. Tran Van Chuong (who had started negotiations with the
Japanese in May) wanted credit for arranging the return of the ceded
cities and Nam Bo to Kim's government and, probably, the premiership
itself.(94)

94. Kim, Gio bui, pp. 88-9.

The government meetings of August 5 and 6 were marked by
personal quarrels and the resignation of the ministers of Interior,
Economy and Supplies. Ho Ta Khanh, the Economy Minister, even
demanded the resignation of the whole government. In his view, the Viet
Minh should be given a chance to govern because of its strength.(95) In
the end, Kim's entire government resigned on August 7. Bao Dai asked
him to form a new government, but the end of the war intervened.

95. Ibid., p. 89. Dr. Ho Ta Khanh provided me with a typed
document regarding these meetings, in which Kim and his ministers
discussed the issues of going to Saigon and the resignation of Thi, Nam
and Khanh. According to Khanh, it was Nam (Interior) who said that the
Viet Minh should be invited to succeed Kim's government. This
document is also mentioned in Pierre Brocheux, "L'Occasion favorable,
1940-1945," in Isoart (ed), Indochine, p. 166. Khanh's document,
however, is not very reliable.

On August 8, the Soviet Union declared war on Japan and invaded
Manchuria. The next day, the second atomic bomb exploded over
Nagasaki. Japan could no longer continue the war. While surrender
negotiations ensued, Japan decided to give Kim and Vietnamese patriots
what they had expected for years—national independence and territorial
unification. Kim was repeatedly urged to come to Saigon to receive the
official control of Nam B0.(96)

96. Kim, Gio bui, p. 90.

However, numerous factors prevented Kim from leaving the capital.
From August 8 onward, Pham Khac Hoe—Bao Dai's Office Director—
was instructed by Ton Quang Phiet (the future Chairman of the
Revolutionary Committee in Hue) to persuade the King to abdicate
voluntarily.  In order to carry out his mission, Hoe constantly



undermined Kim, particularly by citing Kim's failure to invite the most
influential figures to Thuan Hoa to form a new government.(97)
97. Hoe, “Bao Dai,” pp. 62-3; Kim, Gio Bui, p. 89.

Meanwhile, Interior Minister Nam, citing the uprisings in Thanh
Hoa and Quang Ngai in Trung Bo as the main reasons, discouraged Kim
from going to Saigon. The task of receiving sovereignty over Nam Bo
was thus temporarily entrusted to the Council of Nam Bo. Then on
August 14, Bao Dai appointed Nguyen Van Sam, former President of the
Journalists' Syndicate [AJAC], as the Imperial Commissioner of Nam
Bo.(98) Sam immediately left Thuan Hoa for Saigon. He was, however,
considerably delayed en route. Meanwhile, the Viet Minh had also taken
advantage of the situation to launch a general insurrection.

98. L Action (Hanoi), 17 August 1945.

Poan Két Khiing Hoang

Trong thang 8, Viét Nam trai qua mot giai doan day bién dong, trén boi
canh chinh tri quéc té. Mot mit, phe Pong Minh bat dau thuc thi cac ké
hoach hau chién d6i véi Viét Nam, tir viéc giai gisi quan Nhat téi viéc chia
chéc vung anh huong; mat khac, ngay tai Bong Duong, ngudi Nhat bi té liét
khong nhiing chi vi lénh dau hang dot ngot vo diéu kién ma con vi vién anh
bi Bong Minh triing phat. V&i nguoi Viét, cac quan tudng Nhat bi phan chia
theo yéu t tam ly va y thirc hé. Mot sé vién chiic Nhat nga vé phia Viét
Minh, tha mot s6 tii nhan Cong San, cung cap vii khi cho Viét Minh, va mot
sb con phuc vu cac luc lwong Viét Minh dia phuong (Lieu et al 1960:1:43-4).
Nhiing nguoi khéc, ké cac Tu 1énh quan doi, muén dung vii luc yém tro
chinh pha Kim va danh dep Viét Minh (Etsumei) (Kim 1969:93; Déan Chu,
12/9/1945; Chir 1996:277-78, 288-89). Ca dat nudc chim vao canh hdn loan,
ma& dudng cho cac phe nhém chinh tri Viét chay dua quyén luc.

Buoi t6i trugc ngay Nhat chinh thirc dau hang, Kim va cac cong su vién
muén nam lay thoi co dé kiém soét tinh thé. Ngay 12/8, chinh phu da tur
chtc cia Kim duoc cai danh thanh chinh pha 1am thoi. Kim yéu cau Bao
Pai ra mot Du vao ngay 14/8 dé hiy bo hoa udc 5/6/1862, va 15/3/1874, va
nhu thé vo hiéu hod moi doi hoi chii quyén cua Phép tai Viét Nam (Bao Dai
1980:114-15). Kim con gui dai dién ra Bac, vao Nam dé théng nhat cac phe
nhom duéi quyén chinh phu trung wong & Thuan Hoa, nhung tit ca déu bi
Viét Minh bit gitr doc dudng (Kim 1969:91).

Trong khi d6, cac lanh tu khdng Cong san tai Bic bo va Nam bo ciing ¢
chéng lai Viét Minh. Tai Bic bo, Y si Nguyén Xuan Chit yéu cau thanh lap



mot Uy ban Cuu qUOc Kim chap thuan va ngay 16/8 bo nhiém Chi lam Chu
tich Uy Ban Giam Béc Chinh tri Mién Béc. Uy Ban nay gom 5 ngudi—Chit,
Toal, Thi trudng Lai, Bang Thai Mai, va Nguyen Tuong Long—nhung thuc
té chi c6 minh Chit & vao vi thé khong uy quyén: Bao An Binh da nga theo
Viét Minh do sy van dong cua Y si Truong Pinh Tri. Chanh van phong
Kham Sai cudng lai 1énh triét ha co Viét Minh méi xuét hién ¢ nha Tho
I6n.(18)

18. L'Action, 18/8/1945; Kim 1969:91. Theo Y si Chir, chic vu nay
do Hoang Xuan Han dé nghi; Nguyén Xuan Chit, Hdi ky Nguyén Xuan
Chtr (Houston: Van Hoa, 1996), tr. 279-80.

30/7/1945: Dai iy Vii Vin Thu va Thiéu Gy Nguyén Vin Yén, Gidm doc
Va Phé Gidm doc sé Bdo An; (Hung Viét, 2/18/1945).

Thi truéng Lai ddng y cho t6 chic biéu tinh ngay 17/8—ma trén thuc té
la cudc tong dién tap cho cudc doat chinh quyén hai ngay sau caa Viét Minh,
dudi sy chi dao cua Pezneff Tran DPinh Long, thanh iy Pang CSPD, va
Dbang Dan Chu, mot gia tdc mai caa Viét Minh nham qui nap nhitng tri thac
ngoai dang, tirc “thanh phan trung gian.”(19)

19.

Tai Nam b, ngay 17/8, c6 thdng béo tat ca nhitng phe nhém va dang, ké
ca cac nhom Trot-kit va gido phai Cao Dai, Hoa Hao, tap hop thanh Mait
Tran Quéc Gia Thong Nhut (Sai Gon, 15/8/1945). Tran Quang Vinh, mot
lanh ty Cao Pai, va Huynh Phl S6, ngudi khai dao Hoa Hao, ciing ra mot
tuyén céo chung thanh lap lién minh dé ddi pho kip thoi véi tinh thé.(19)

19. Sai Gon, 15/8/1945; L'Action, 18/8/1945.

Ngay 19/8, tai Sai Gon, Thanh Nién Tién Phong to chtc budi tuyén thé
tha hai, thé s& bao vé nén doc 1ap caa Viét Nam bang moi gia. Hom sau, HO
Vian Nga trd thanh Quyén Kham Sai Nam bo, va cir Kha Vang Can, mot
lanh ty Thanh Nién Tién Phong, 1am Chi huy truéng Sai Gon/Cho Lén. Viéc
Kham sai Nguyén Vian Sam vé dén Sai Gon ngay 22/8 mang lai cho Mat
Tran Quéc Gia Théng Nhit mot kich thich, d6 1a ban tuyén cao doc 1ap va
théng nhat 14nh tho.

Tuy nhién, Viét Minh van chién thing. Tai Ha Noi, ngay 17/8, can bo
Viét Minh thanh cong trong viéc nam quyén chu dong cudc biéu tinh c6 v
doc 1ap va thong nhat lanh tho, ang ho chinh pha Kim, cia Tong hoi Cong
chic. Hai ngay sau, Nguy@n Xuan Chir phai trao quyén cho Viét Minh.
Chién thing ring dong nay, cong véi viéc quan Nhat chinh thic budng sing
ngay 21/8, khién cac cong su vién cua Kim thém hoang hét. Chinh phu Kim
tu tan v&. Ngay 23/8, Viét Minh thuc sy nam quyén. Hai ngay sau, Bao Dai



ra tuyén co thoai vi, va Nguyén Vin Sam trao chinh quyén cho Viét Minh
tai Sai Gon. P& Quédc Viét Nam tan lun theo Khdi Thinh Vuong Chung
Pong A cia Nhat.

C. THE FRUSTRATING END:

In August, Viet Nam went through one of its most eventful phases,
played out against the background of global politics. On the one hand,
the Allies began to put into effect their postwar plans regarding Viet
Nam, ranging from the disarmament of Japanese troops to the division
of spheres of influence. On the other hand, the Japanese on the scene
were paralyzed by both the unconditional surrender of their home
government and the prospect of Allied retribution. Concerning the
Vietnamese, the Japanese were divided psychologically and
ideologically. Some individuals leaned toward the Viet Minh, releasing
communist prisoners, providing weapons to the Front and even offering
their services to the local Viet Minh forces.(99) Others, including the
military commanders, wanted to use their forces to support Kim's
government and to crush the Etsumei [Viet Minh]. (100) Confusion
reigned over the country, stimulating a race to power by diverse
Vietnamese political groups.

99. Tran Huy Lieu et al (eds), Cach Mang thang Tam: Tong khoi
nghia o Ha Noi va cac dia phuong [The August Revolution: General
Insurrections in Hanoi and Other Regions], 2 vols (Hanoi: Vien Su Hoc,
1960), vol I, pp. 43-4 [henceforth, CMTT]; SHAT (Vincennes), 10 H
4363.

100. Kim, Gio bui, p. 93; Dan Chu (Hai Phong), 12 Sept 1945;
Nguyen Xuan Chu, 1996:286-287.

On the eve of Japan's surrender, Kim and his men attempted to take
control of the situation. On August 12, his outgoing government was
retained as a "Provisional Government"” to conduct daily affairs. Kim
asked Bao Dai to issue on August 14 an Imperial Order abrogating the
Franco-Viet treaties of June 6, 1862 and March 13, 1874, thus casting
off the last French claims to [colonial] sovereign rights over Viet
Nam.(101)

101. Bao Dai, Le Dragon, pp. 114-5.

Messengers were then dispatched to Bac Bo and Nam Bo by Kim to
reunify diverse groups under the central authority in Thuan Hoa, but
while still en route they were arrested by the Viet Minh.(102)

102. Kim, Gio bui, p. 91. According to one of Kim's messengers, Ho
Ta Khanh, he was arrested in Quang Ngai by the local Viet Minh. He



also accuses Pham Ngoc Thach—one of his former colleagues in the
Van Lang magazine group—of attempting to kill him, but an "unknown
central figure [from Hanoi]" saved his life (My interview with Ho Ta
Khanh). Phan Anh reportedlly carried with him Royal Decree 105 [of 7
Aug 1945], authorizing the Viet Minh to form a new government, but he
was arrested in Thanh Hoa for several days and was later converted to
the Viet Minh by his younger brother, Phan My, the future Office
Director of Ho Chi Minh. After the Aug 19, 1945 uprising, he secretly
met with Giap and Dong at Vu Dinh Hoe'’s residence and on March 2,
1946 was appointed as Minister of Defense. (Vu Dinh Hoe, 2004:211-12)

Meanwhile, non-Viet Minh leaders in Bac Bo and Nam Bo also
attempted to challenge the Viet Minh Front. In Bac Bo, Nguyen Xuan
Chu asked and obtained Kim's approval to form a Committee for
National Salvation and, consequently, was appointed by Kim as
Chairman of the Political Directorate of Bac Bo on August 16.(103)

103. L’Action (Hanoi), 18 Aug 1945; Kim, Gio bui, p. 91.

In Nam Bo, on August 17, it was announced that all non-Viet Minh
parties and groups, including the Trotskyites and the religious sects of
Cao Dai and Hoa Hao, had merged into the National Unified Front
[Mat Tran Quoc Gia Thong Nhut]. (104)

104. The National Unified Front was reportedly created in Saigon
on August 14, including Ho Van Nga's Party for the Independence of
Viet-Nam, the Association of the Pureland Buddhist Laymen, the
Association of Civil Servants, the Vanguard Youths, the Cao Dai and
Hoa Hao Sects. See Sai Gon (Saigon), 18 Aug 1945.

Tran Quang Vinh, the Cao Dai leader, and Huynh Phu So, the
founder of the Hoa Hao, also issued a communique declaring an
alliance in order to cope with new developments in the political situation.
(105)

105. L'Action (Hanoi), 18 August 1945; Sai Gon (Saigon), 15 August
1945.

On August 19, in Saigon, the Vanguard Youths organized their
second official oath-taking ceremonies, pledging to defend the
Vietnamese independence at all costs. The next day, Ho Van Nga
assumed the office of Imperial Commissioner per interim and appointed



Kha Vang Can, the Vanguard Youth leader, Commander of Saigon/Cho
Lon. Nguyen Van Sam's arrival in Saigon on August 22 provided the
National Unified Front with a vital catalyst, the official proclamation of
national independence and territorial unification.(106)

106. For details, see Hung Viet (Saigon), 14-24 Aug 1945.

Nevertheless, the Viet Minh prevailed. On August 17, in Hanoi, its
cadres successfully took control of a mass demonstration organized by
the General Association of Civil Servants, originally aimed at
celebrating independence and territorial unification and supporting
Kim's government. Two days later, Nguyen Xuan Chu had to surrender
his authority to the Viet Minh.

This stunning triumph, combined with the Japanese Army's official
cease-fire on August 21, threw Kim's associates into disarray. Kim's
government collapsed. On August 23, the Viet Minh seized effective
power in Hue. The next day, Bao Dai agreed to abdicate voluntarily.
The same day, the National Unified Front accepted an alliance with the
Viet Minh in Saigon. The Empire of Viet Nam faded away together with
Japan's Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere.

Két Luan

Chinh pha Tran Trong Kim hoic da bj danh gia thap hay lang quén.
Khuynh huéng phi thinh va sy thiéu tai liéu chinh xac phan nao gay nén hau
qua nay. Tuy nhién, xac dong dd qua va cac tai liéu van khé cung tu liéu
nguyén ban khac da duoc mg, ching ta c6 thé danh gia tam quan trong lich
su cua chinh phua Kim.

Dai theo su hién hiru ngan ngui, va trong hoan canh cuc ky kho khan,
chinh phu Kim da phat dong mot cudc cach mang tir trén xuéng. Hai trong
nhitng khia canh quan trong can nhan manh: D6 1a su kich thich dam déng
tham gia sinh hoat chinh tri, va, hién tuong Viét-Nam-ho& hau hét cac co
cau x4 hoi.

Su dong gop khong thé chéi cii dugc cua chinh phu Kim vao cudc Céch
Mang 1945 cua Viét Nam la sy bao trg tham gia sinh hoat chinh tri cua dam
dong. Dudi thoi Phap thudc, tat ca nhitng cudc tu hop dong dao ngoai cac
budi tu hop gia dinh, I& nghi xa hoi, hay thé thao déu bi cAm doan va tring
phat nang né. Qua thoi Kim, viéc tu hop duoc khich léuké ca nhiig cugc
biéu tinh ngoai duong phd, va dién hanh biéu 19 tinh than doc 1ap vé van hoa



cling nhu chinh tri. Pang CSPD, giéng nhu cac phe nhom va dang phai khac,
da loi dung co hoi nay dé banh trudng té chic va tuyén mo can bo. Hon nita,
gidi thanh nién 1945 khéng hoan toan than Nhat hay lién hé vi Cong San.
Thuc ra, giong nhu cac té chic pemuda (thanh nién) tai Indonesia, ca mot
thé hé thanh nién Viét da duoc dong vién dudi su bao trg cua Kim ciing nhu
quan Tudng Nhat. Miac du khong phai tat ca cac té chac thanh nién sau nay
déu nga theo Viét Minh, ké hoach t6 chuc thanh nién cua Kim dd cung hién
cho mat tran Viét Minh hang chuc ngan nguoi tré chi phuc vu dudi co Bang
CSPD vi doc l1ap va thdng nhat qubc gia ma khdng phai cha thuyét Marxist-
Leninist. Tai mién Nam, chiang han, thanh nién duoc t6 chtc thanh 4 su
doan dan quan dé chéng Phap ngay sau khi Phap, duéi bang hiéu luc luong
chiém déng cua Bong Minh, tai chiém Nam b trong thang 9-10/1945.(19)
Trong khi @6, luc lugng “danh dy” ctia Viét Minh tap trung nd hrc vao viéc
thanh trung nhung nguoi ho 1én an la Viét Gianudac biét la phan tir Trot-kit
va l&nh tu tbn gido mlen Nam, cung cac dang vién Viét Nam Quéc Dan
Pang va Dai Viét & mién Bac va mién Trung. DAu vay, su lién két ¢ thuong
tang giira H va cac phe khdng Cong san chi bat dau soi mon tir mia Xuan
1946, sau khi Ho6 da ky voi Phap mot Hiép ude dé hop phép hoé ché do. Ban
“Hiép udc so bd mong 6 thang 3 nim 1946 day thi phi ndy, twéng can nhan
manh, chi cho H6 tinh trang mot “bang tu do” trong Lién bang Péng Duong
va Khéi Lién Hiép Phap—kém ca tinh trang mot nudc ty tri va, quan trong
hon, chi 1a mét 161 hira cho qua cua Phap dé c6 thé dat chan xubng mién Bac
mot cach yén 6n (Vu 1984:chuong 12, 13, 14). Cudi clng, sau khi cudc
chién Phap-Viét Minh bung né trén toén quéc, hién tuong dam dong tham
gia chinh tri mot cach tu do duoc leo lai thanh sy tham gia chinh tri dudi su
kiém soat ctia Cong San. Tdi nghi rang kiéu doc quyén yéu nudc nay dan
dén sy tan lun cua tinh than cach mang 1945 va, dua dén hau qua 1a cudc
Tam Thap Nién Chién (1945-1975).

Dién tién Viét-Nam-hod—nguodn dong luc phia sau su sinh tén cua dan
Viét nhu quoc dan mot nude doc 1ap trong bau khoéng khi bao tan cua nén
chinh tri qudc té—tré nén phuc tap hon vi cac van nan doc lap va thong nhat
lanh thd. Thoat tién, khi chuan bi cudc hanh quan Meigo, Nhat Ban khéng
chu truong trao tra doc 1ap hoan toan va tac khiac cho Viét Nam. Boi thé,
chang nhitng Nhat khdng cdng nhéan hay ky mét hiép wéc nao vai chinh phu
Kim, ngay tén Kim ciing chang dugc nhac nho trén to Nippon Times [Nhat
Ban Thoi Bao]. Kim dugc huong kha nhiéu ty tri & mién Trung va Bac,
nhung chi véi diéu kién khong ngin can muc tiéu chién lugc cua Nhat. Day
la nhitng diéu kién tong quat da ban cho ché d6 Decoux trong giai doan cai
tri gian tiép caa Nhat, hay ban cho Ho Chi Minh trong giai doan quan Trung
Hoa chiém dong Bac Pong Duong thoi hau chién.(20) So sanh nén doc lap



c6 diéu kién cua Kim duéi su bao trg cua Nhat, va sy doc lap “trén thuc té”
cua Ho dudi ché do quan quan Trung Hoa tir thang 9/1945 t&i thang 6/1946,
hay mot “bang tu do” trong ké hoach tai xdm lang cua Phap, nén doc 1ap cua
Kim c0 vé it “banh v&” hon ching ta thuong duoc nghe.

That vy, van dé doc Iap cua nhimg nudc nho thuong phuc tap hon ai do
c6 thé ca doan: hiép uéc va thoa wéc vé van de “doc lap” thuong tuy thuoc
vao nhiing diéu Kién vu thing cua chinh tri quéc té—do 13, “luat phap” ludn
trong tay ké manh nhit. Nguoi ta can luu tdm rang su thuc hién nhitng thoa
wdc trén phan anh sic manh ti d6i gitta cac nuée hon 1a thuan céng phap.

Str gia nha nudc tai Ha Noi, va nhitng ngudi khac, thuong lap di 1ap lai
rang Viét Minh di théng nhat dat nude dudi 14 ¢ cach mang caa nd. Tai
liéu chang minh rang Kim da thu hdi quyén thdng nhét 1anh thd trude ngay
Nhat dau hang, va quan trong hon, nhiéu buéc chuan bi di thuc hién &
Thuan Hoa va Nam B dé thuc thi sy théng nhat dy. Dung tdm cua nguoi
Nhat ra sao di nira khi thoa man doi hoi théng nhat 13nh thd cia Kim, day
van 1a mot sy thuc. (21) Mot su thuc khac 14 Kim tir chdi dé nghi caa cac
Tuéng Nhat dé ding quan Nhat dan ap Viét Minh. Néu Kim khéng giir
trung 1ap, Ho va cac cong sy vién han gap nhiéu khé khan hon trong viéc
doat chinh quyén. Hon nita, néu khdng c6 su hoan tra mién Nam tir 14/8 toi
cudi thang 9/1945, doi hoi thong nhat lanh tho caa Ho han thiéu ca tinh cach
phap Iy (22) cung su dap tng nong nhiét cua ngudi mién Nam.

Mic du Viét Nam chi dugc doc 1ap co diéu kién duéi ché do quan quan
Nhat, va du dat nuéc chi duoc thong nhat gan cudi cudc chién, dién tién
Viét-Nam-hoa cua Kim rat hé trong. Kim di loai bo anh huéng cia nguoi
Phap—tir viéc chon chit viét theo mau ty La-tinh 1am quéc ngit téi su doi
tén cac duong phd, thi xa va mién; tir viéc tu do lap dang téi viéc thay cong
chic Phép bang cong chicc Viét. Trén cac bao dia phuong, cac danh tir
“Annam,” “Tonkin,” “Cochinchine,” va “Annamite” dan dan duoc thay thé
bang nhiing tir méi c6 ham y tét dep hon. Sy viéc dam déng chap nhan su
thay doi nay c6 thé thay trong sw duy tri nhitng tir trén cia chinh phu Ho.
Néu xét dén su sau xa cua Viéc nguoi Phap lam chu ngudi Viét—vé vin hoa
cling nhu tinh than--su thay d6i cia Kim rat quan trong. Khao sat nhiing ké
hoach ctua Ho tir sau ngay 2/9/1945, nguoi ta thay--nQOal trir ché d6 Cong
San va chu truong doc quyén yéu nudc cua Ho--hau hét nhitng diém chinh
phi Viét Nam Dan Chu Cong Hoa dua ra vao cudi nim 1945 va dau nim
1946 déu giéng voi cac chuong trinh ma chinh phu tién nhiém dé ra: chix
Viét v6i mau tu La-tinh duoc dung trong cac 1op hoc va vin phong; cai danh
thi xa va duong phd; hay bo viéc ép ban thoc du va thué than. Ngay trong
budi chiéu ngay 2/9/1945, H) dau kin doi hoi mot bang tu tri trong Lién
bang Pong Duong do Phap kiém soét, yéu cau thi dan Ha Noi tuyén hta 4



diéu khong lam: “thé: khong di linh cho Phap, khong lam viéc cho Phap,
khong ban luong thyc cho Phap, va khong dua duong cho Phap,” néu quan
Phép tai xam lang Viet Nam (Giap 1974:32; Cau Quaéc, 5/9/1945).

Han nhién, su glong nhau trén chi biéu kién hon thuc chat. Sy khac biét,
néu khdng phai dbi nghich, gitta H5 va Kim 4n ré sau trong than thé va y
thurc hé.

Kim la mot hoc gia thanh cdng va mot thi dan yéu nudc trung dung. Ho
thiéu may man trén duong hoc van, khong thanh cdng trong viéc xin vao
truong Thude Dia ma Kim da c6 mat; HO séng tron tUOI thanh xuén trén cac
hai cang xa la nhu mét phu bép hay lao cong; va, cudi clng tim thay con
duong cach mang nho nhitng bai viét cua Lenin va sy yém tro caa Lién SO
(Vii & Nguyén 1983). Cudc phiéu luu chinh tri caa Kim chi dot xuat vao
thang 10/1943; trong khi Hb trai qua hon hai thap nién tai qué nguoi, nha to,
ring ram va traeong huan luyén cua Lién S6—véi day du ngot, bui, chua, cay
cua hoat canh chinh tri ma c6 I& chinh Ho ciing cam nhan dugc rang tiéu
ddng QUOC Té Cong San kho vuot qua nhimg dai di nhu quyén loi va an
ninh qudc gia, va ngay ca tinh than ky thi chang toc. Hb tung thoat mot am
muu 4m sat cua Phap tai Quang Chau nam 1927, bi triéu Hué qua toa an
Vinh 1én an ti hinh nim 1929, va trén dai thé c6 kinh nghiém vé sy tan bao
cta nén chinh tri québc té. (*)

(*) Xem nhiing thu tir va khiéu nai caa H6 gui tir cuong trong US-

Vietnam Relations, 1945-1967, Book 1, tr. C 66-100.

Kim 1a mot thay gi4o ¢ nhan sinh quan Khéong gido; véi quan niém phd
chdng vé su tham gia x& hoi—doé 1, nhap hay xuat thé dang thoi co, va lam
hét strc minh. Nguoc lai, Ho—tré hon Kim khoang 10 tudi—la mét can bo
cach mang Cong san chuyén nghi¢p c6 su thao vat cua nhitng nguoi thong
minh duéi phb. HS gianh doat uy quyen bang mot quyét tam.

Vé y thic hé, Kim tin & sy tién hoa cua xa hoi: Su thay doi, bai thé, can
tuan ty va dudi sy diu giat cua nhitng ngudi tai dic hau tranh sy sup do dot
ngot cua trat ty x4 hoi va dao 1y. Nguoc lai, bi x4 hoi hién hitu chdi bo, H6
chu truong 1at do toan ven cac biéu twong va tan du ctia phong kién va thuc
dan hau xay dung mot xa hoi va nha nudc “xa hoi chu nghia.” Ngoai dic
tinh c6 kha niang thu phuc long ngudi, niém tin viing manh vao chi thuyét
Marxist-Leninist di duoc don gian hoa thanh tinh than Luong Son Bac, mot
dang t6 chuc chat ché va ky luat thép, mot quan doi riéng, than thé Ho va
nhiing lién hé véi hai dai siéu cuong & thoi diém cham dat Thé chién tha hai
da cho Ho thé wu thang trong cudc chay dua quyén luc vao thang 8/1945.
Tuy nhién, trong hai nam 1945-1946, giéng nhu ngudi tién nhiém, HO da bi
ngoai canh chi phdi sau xa. Quyét dinh giai tan Pang CSPD (ngay



11/11/1945) cung chinh sach mém déo véi Trung Hoa va Phap phan anh rd
rang anh huong sau dam cua chinh tri thé gigi trén Viét Nam & gio phat dat
nudc sap bi qudc-té-hod. Vi thé, ching cé gi ngac nhién khi nam 1946 HO
danh tam 10i mot budc trén tién trinh Viét-Nam-hoa. Chang nhiing bi mat
thuong thuyét véi Phap, H con ky véi Sainteny Hiép ude So bo ngay
6/3/1946—v¢i nhiing diéu kién ma vi thir nguoi Phap ton trong ching, quan
Phap van tlep tuc tri dong tai “Viét Nam tu do” va chuyén gia Phap van
nam giit cac chirc vu tai Xt nay, trong khi Van dé thong nhét 1anh tho va doc
lap chi dugc mo hd giai quyét bang trung cau dan y. (*)

(*a)

Vai tro lich st cua chinh phu Kim qua quan trong hon nguoi ta thuong
danh gia. Su thuc, c6 thé gibng nhu V& Giap viét, 1a trong thang 8/1945,
Viét Minh

d3 nho nhiing 14 co qué ly vang Ga, mot san pham cua thoi ky Nhat thugc

ngan ngui, nhu bat di nhitng chiéc 14 sau. (Giap 1974:22).

DAau vay, nhing the‘mh qua cua Kim cvhéng phai “chim nhanh vao sy lang
quén khong dé lai mot dau vet” (Ibid.) O phan tich cuoi cling, HO 1a nguoi
thu hudng chinh, trong so6 nhirng viéc khéac, su thanh tuu cua Kim.

88. For the National Consultative Committee, see Tinh Tien (Hanoi),
No.13 (Hanoi), 3 July 1945. For the three study committees, see
L’Action, ( 13 and 17 July 1945) .We provide the following list of
members of the three study committees:

Committee For Committee For Committee For

Elaboration Of  Administrative, Reforms Of

The Constitution Legislative And National Education
Financial Reforms

1. PHAN ANH 1. Tran Van An 1. Nguyen Thanh

Long

2. Hoang Dao 2. Tran Van Chuong 2. Hoang Thi Nga

3. Vu Dinh Hoe 3. VU VAN HIEN 3. Ta Quang Buu

4. Huynh Thuc Khang 4. Pham Khac Hoe 4. Kha Vang Can

5. Ho Ta Khanh 5. Le Quang Ho 5. Nguyen Van Chi

6. Nguyen Huy Lai 6. Nguyen Van Huyen 6. Hoang Minh Giam

7. Tran Van Lai 7. Nguyen Van Khoat 7. Nguyen Thanh

Giung

8. Dang Thai Mai 8. Tran Van Ly 8. Hoang Xuan Han

9. Vuong Quang Nhuong 9. Tran Dinh Nam 9. Nguy Nhu Kontum
10. Ton Quang Phiet  10. Nguyen Khac Niem 10. Ho Van Nga



11. Nguyen Van Sam 11. Ngo Nhu Nhon 11. Bui Ky
12. Nhuong Tong 12. Duong Tan Tai 12. Nguyen Quang
Oanh
1 3. Ho Huu Tuong 13. Nguyen Huu Tho  13. Ung Qua
14. Nguyen Van Thanh 14.Trinh Dinh Thao ~ 14.Nguyen Manh
Tuong
15. Nguyen Trac 15. Phan Ke Toal 15. Ho Dat Thang
16. Nguyen Van Thinh
17. Hoang Dao Thuy
18. Nguyen Xien

Three ministers Phan Anh, Vu Van Hien, and Hoang Xuan Han were
"membres reporteurs™ or "Reporting Members" of their respective
committees.

Phu Ban |
Nhitng Hiép U'éc cian ban Viét-Phap

Hiép wéc ngay 5/6/1862 [9/5 Nham Tuat], ky giira Louis Adolphe
Bonard, cung Pai ta Don Carlos Palanca y Guittiérez ky hiép udc voi
Phan Thanh Gian va Lam Duy Thiép tai Sai Gon.

Trong s6 12 diéu khoan, quan trong nhat co:

- cho Phép va Espania tu do giang dao Ki-td ¢ Pai Nam (diéu 2).

- nhuong cho Phép ba [3] tinh Bién Hoa, Gia DBinh va Binh Tuong, cung
dao Condore [Con Son, tirc Con Dao] (diéu 3).

- m¢ ba hai cang Ctra Han (Tourane), Ba Lat (Nam Binh) va Quang Yén
(An) cho viéc giao thuong (diéu 5).

- Phép tra lai cho triéu dinh Hué thanh Vinh Long khi da dep xong loan
lac & Gia Pinh va Dinh Tuong (diéu 11).

- Pai Nam khong dugc cat dat cho mot nudc ndo khac néu khong co su
chap thuan ciia Phap va Espania (diéu 4). [doan hanh, tac hanh]

- Pai Nam phai tra chién phi bon [4] trieu My kim, trong vong 10 nam.
Vi trieu Nguyén khéng c6 My kim, mot M kim tinh bang 72% lang bac
(diéu 8). (Ban van hoa wdc ngay 5/6/1862 co thé tim thay trong Service
historique de la Marine [SHM] (Vincennes), GG2-81, d.2; BOEC, 1863,
No. 11, pp. 395-99; BNTLCB, 1V, 29:298, 302-5; Trigon, 1918:248-52;
Nguyén Duy Oanh, Chan dung Phan Thanh Gidn (Sai Gon: Tu sach Sir
hoc, Bo Vin Hoa, Gido duc va Thanh nién, 1974), tr. 139-46. [S& dan:
Oanh, 1974].

Ho Thi Hoa (1791-1807) hay Thuan Btc, Ta Thién Nhan Hoang Hau, 1a
vo Hoang ti- Bam [Minh Mang], sinh ra Mién Téng [Thiéu Tri]. Nguoi



Binh An, Bién Hoa. Con Ho Vin Béi, me ho Hoang. Nam 1806, duoc
Gia Long tuyén vao cung "tiém dé&" cho Pam. Nam 1807, sinh Mién
Tong, tac Thiéu Tri (1841-1847), dugc 13 ngay sau thi chét; DPNCBLT,
vol 2, b.1. Boi thé, trong nhitng diéu kién cua Ty Puc 1a khong duoc
dung cham dén cac ngdi mo ho H6 & Bién Hoa.

Ca Bonard 13n Co Mat vién cua Ty Dtc déu tam thdi man nguyén.
Bonard muédn cho dao quan vién chinh ciia minh duoc nghi ngoi, vi da
dat duoc ca hai muc tiéu xam chiém dét dai ciing nhu tu do giang dao.

Theo mot gido si: "Missions annamites: Nos confréres, méme ceux
qui avaient le titre officiel d'interpretes, ne furent ni consultés ni

employés dans cette circonstance [traité du 5/6/1862].

Phan Thanh Gian va Thiép thao lénh gui quan dan ba tinh mién
Péng cong bd vao ngay hém sau. [Trigon, BAVH, V, no. 4 (10-12/1918),
tr. 234].

Pé déc Bonard ra tuy@n co voi dan ba tinh. [BOEC, 1862, No. 10,
tr. 167-68; Trigon, BAVH, V, no. 4 (10-12/1918), tr. 234].

Thu Sau, 6/6/1862: Simon va Théophol? Legrand de la Liraye cé nhié¢m
vu dua st doan vé Hué. Ngay 7/6/1862, Phan Thanh Gian va Thiép lén
duong vé Hué. Mang theo 21 td nhan. Hai ngay sau, 9/6/1862, t5i Pa
Nang. Ngay 10/6, Gian va Thiép vé dén Thuan An. Ngay 11/6/1862
[15/5 Nham Tuét], dé trinh hoa wéc Ién Ty Puc. Tu Pic trach: “Thuong
thay con do cua lich triéu, ndo cd toi gi? Rat 1a dau 1ong. Hai vién nay
khéng nhiing chi 14 toi nhan cua triéu dinh ma con 13 toi nhan cta mudn
doi vay." (BNTLCB, 1V, 29:302)

Vi viéc nay, gidi nho si cé cau: "Phan [Thanh Gian], Lam [Duy Thiép]
mai quéc, triéu dinh khi dan."

12/6/1862: Giam muc Pong Pang Trong, Herrengt, thong bao cho ME
Paris biét 1a khong biét gi vé chi tiét hiép udc 5/6/1862 gitra Phap va Tu
buc.

27/6-26/7/1862 [Thang 6 Nham Tuat]

30/6/1862: Ha-Noi: GM Jeantet giri thu cho chau la Charles-Joseph
Jeantet. (SME 704:23).

2/7/1862 [6/6 Nham Tuat TP XV]: Phan Thanh Gian thu cho Bonard
béo tin s€ vao Vinh Long, di qua dia phan Bién Hoa. (AMAE (Paris),
Mémoires et documents, Asie, vol 28)

15/7/1862: Ctr Phan Thanh Gian lam Tong doc Vinh Long, va Lam Duy
Thiép lam Téng doc Binh Thuan dé lam viéc chudc toi. (29:305)

Cho Iénh nhiing nguoi sau tro vé Hué doi Iénh: Tuan pha D6 Quang;
Hiép tan Than Van Nhiép [Tan Van Nhiep]; Kham sai Nguyén Tuc



Trung; Thuong bién (commissaire) Truong Minh Lugng. Cac Tuéng Do
Can va Truong Dinh. (AMAE (Paris), Mémoires et documents, Asie, vol
28:161-62).
17/7/1862: Sau nhiéu Ian khan khoan xin vién binh, Tong dc Nam Binh
/ Hung Yén Nguyén Dinh Tan béo cdo mét nhiéu don, tran, tinh thé rat
cip bach. (CBTD, 21/6 TP XV, 4-7, CB 275:190-94)
21/7/1862: Vién Co Mat ra lénh dan Nam ky ngung chéng Phap.
(AMAE, (Paris), Mémoires et documents, Asie, vol 28:163-64)
23/7/1862: Sai-Gon: Cac Giam muc Gauthier, Pellerin va Herrengt,
Provicaire cia Pong Pang Trong, quyét dinh cir ba linh muc ra Hué dé
thaim do tinh hinh vé Hiép udc 5/6/1862. Croc, Nam Pang Ngoai
(Tonkin méridional), Roy, Pong Dang Trong (Cochinchine Orientale),
Devaux, Bic Pang Trong (Cochinchine septentrionale). [Xem 5/8/1862]
Ca Bonard 1dn Co M4t vién cua Ty Bac déu tam thoi man nguyén.
Bonard mudn cho dao quan vién chinh cta minh duoc nghi ngoi, vi da
dat duoc ca hai muc tiéu xam chiém dét dai ciing nhu tu do giang dao.

Thém nita, mic du duoc quyén tu do giang dao va don nhan mot
sb gido si cung gido dan méi duoc tra ty do khoi cac nguc tl va cac trai
gi4o hod, muc tiéu lat @6 Tu Ptc van chua dat.

Cac nha truyén giao mo mot chién dich té céo vua quan Nguyén
thiéu thanh thuc, chi vo hoa hoan dé ranh tay danh dep “con chau nha
Lé&,” ma van chua thanh tim phong thich tat ca nhitng giéo dan bi bat git.
(Thu ngay 24/10/1862, Hoi truyén gido gii BNG; AMAE (Paris),
Mémoires et documents, Asie, Asie, vol. 28, fol. 150 [trich dan thu
Herrengt, néi vé mauvais foi cua Ty DPuc trong viéc thuc thi hiép wéc
5/6/1862]. Thuan, 1990:92.

Ngay 1/12/1862: Bonard tra loi. AMAE (Paris), Asie, vol. 28, fol. 199-
200 [trich dan thu Herrengt, n6i vé mauvais foi cua Ty Puc trong viéc
thue thi hiép uéc 5/6/1862]. Thuan, 1990:92.

Ngay 10/12/1862: Bonard tra loi réng cac gido si qua nghiéng vé chinh
tri: Pellerin gui cho Bonard mot dé nghi dua chau ngi Hoang tir Canh Ién
ng6i; trong khi gido si ngoai Bic mudn con chau nha Lé. Boi thé can
than trong vé nhitng loi kéu than bi bai dao. T4t ca nhitng muwu mé chinh
tri déu c6 mau sac ton gido. AMAE (Paris), Asie, vol. 28, fol. 199-200,
212 [c6 phu ban dé nghi caa Pellerin]. Thuan, 1990:92-93.

Ngay 10/12/1862: Chasseloup Laubat cho Bonard biét Napoléon I11 chap
thuan duong 16i caa Bonard vé Xiém, Kampuchea va Hué. Fonds Marine,
BB4 812. Thuan, 1990:94,

Ngay 26/12/1862: Chasseloup Laubat ddng y véi Bonard.

Vi Espania: Xa cach dan. Chi c6 Phap ¢ Cochinchine.



Néu Tu Buc bonne foi, s& ¢ hoa binh. Fonds Marine, BB4 812. Thuan,
1990:93-4.

16/1/1863: Chasseloup Laubat phat trién thém y nay. CAOM (Aix),
carton 10, A 30(2).

Mit khac, phe dang huong thu wu quyén cua ché do, tac gidi vin
than/nho si, cuc ky bat man. Chu trwong phai chéng Phép, bao vé cha
quyén bing moi gia, phan déng cho rang khéng nhitng ca nhan Phan
Thanh Gian va La&m Duy Thiép di "ban nuéc" (mai quéc), ma chinh
triéu dinh Hué con "khinh thuong dan chang” (khi dan). Phan vi long ai
quéc, khong chiu cam tdm dé Phap chiém déng giang son, phan vi tinh
than bai dao Ki-to da tré thanh mot biéu twong cua cian ban y thuc hé
nhiéu thé ky, gidi si dan bat dau phat dong chién dich "Binh Tay, Sat Ta"
(danh Tay, giét gido dan Ki-td).

B. Hiép wéc ngay 15/3/1874 [27/1 Giap Tuat]—ky giira Dupré va
Lé Tuin, Thuong thu Bo Hinh, Chanh s&; Nguyén Vin Tuong, Pho
st—gom 22 diéu khoan, tai xac nhan nhiing diéu kién trong Tam u6c
6/2/1874: "1l y aura paix, amitié et alliance perpétuelles entre la France
et le Royaume d'Annam."

Tuy nhién:

- Piéu thu 5: cat 6 tinh mién Nam cho Phap. Nhung khong dugc
dung cham dén 11 ngdi mo cta ho Pham ¢ Gia Binh (me Ty Btc: Pham
Thi Hing, 1810-1901), va 3 ngdi md nha ho Ho & Bién Hoa (me Thiéu
Tri).

- Diéu thir 9: tur do gidng dgo. (DD |, 1883:1-10; 10H 41; DNTLCB,
1V, 33:1874-1876, 1975:13-22).

Con goi 1a “Hoa wéc Philastre” Ky xong hiép dinh nay, L& Tuén
chét, C6 tin 6ng tu van. (DNTLCB, 1V, 33:1874-1876, 1975:35). [Xem
4/8/1874]

Rheinart bao cdo thoa udc bi vi pham hang ngay.

Kinh lugc khong tra o1 thu Rheinart.

L&nh tu van than Hoang Tam Dang [Pham Van Nghi] dugc ctr lam
thuong bién Nam Dinh; T tai Thién lam bang bién huyén Binh Luc.
Puiginier di than phién 2 lan, nhung Rheinart khong gitip duoc gi.

Tuyén Quang: Dong ddi nha L& noi Ién & Hung Hoa. (Sogny,
1943:16-17)

16/3/1874: Phé D6 dbc Charles Duperré [D6 bi & hay Du-bi-le] duoc
chi dinh thay Dupré Iam Théng déc.

Pé doc Jules Krantz tam xtr Iy thuong vu. [Xem 1/12/1874]



Jules Krantz (3-12/1874)

Ha Noi: Rheinart viét thu than phién véi Kinh lugc vé 2 nguoi bi bat.
(Sogny, 1943:17)

18/3-15/4/1874 [Théng 2 Giap Tuat]:

3-4/1874: Phong trao chéng Ki-td néi l1én khip noi.

* Nghé-An: Nhom vin than Tran Tan va Dang Nhu Mai hoanh hanh
manh. Néu ra khau hiéu "Binh Tay Sat Ta." Puoc Tong déc Ton That
Triét dung tdng.

* Ha-Tinh: Nhom Tran Quang Hoén, Truong Quang Tha va Nguyén
Huy Dién danh chiém tinh thanh Ha Tinh. Vay phu Dién chau.

Nghe-An: Gauthier borrowed 1,000 lang bac [silver ligatures] to feed
the refugees locating around Nghe An Citadel. (DNTLCB, 1V, 33:1874-
1876, 1975::27)

Theo mét ngudn tin, trong vong 10 ngay, 20,000 gido dan Gia-td bi
giét, 3,000 lang bj @6t pha, 70,000 ngudi khdng nha ctra. (Phong, 275).
Con s6 nay phong dai qua muc. Theo Rheinart (1882), hon 2,000 gi4o
dan Gia-td bi giét. (DD 1, 1883:225) Pai Nam Thyc Luc ghi “hon ngan
ngudi chét, nhiéu nha cta bi d6t.” (BNTLCB, IV, 33:1874-1876,
1975::28)

Chua Nhat, 22/3/1874: Rheinart bao cao tinh hinh Nghé An. Vian than
noi day hang loat.

Khong c6 tin tic gi cua Gauthier. Rheinart viét thu, Tong doc Nghé An
khong tra loi.

Puginier d& nghi cho mét tau chién toi Nghé An ctru cac gido si. Nhung
hién chi co tau Scorpion ¢ Cat Ba. Thanh Héa bi Co Vang tan pha. Co Vang
va Co Pen tiép tuc danh nhau & séng L& (Claire). Khoang 8-9,000 linh
Thanh dang danh quan Co Pen. Hoang Ké Viém dang & Son Tay.

Kinh lugc dang & Phu Dinh véi khoang 5-7,000 linh, ké ca 1,500 linh
Kinh. (Sogny, 1943:17-19)

Hue: Promoted Hoang Ke Viem to the rank of Dich Trung Tu.

Recommissioned Ton That Thuyet as Binh bo Huu Tham tri, Ve Chinh

Nam.(PNTLCB, 1V, 33:26-7)

Nghe-An: Gauthier borrowed 1,000 lang bac [silver ligatures] to feed
the refugees locating around Nghe-an Citadel. (DNTLCB, IV, 33:1874-
1876, 1975::27)

Cha Nhat, 22/3/1874: Rheinart bado cao tinh hinh Nghé An. Van
than noi day hang loat.



Khéng c6 tin tic gi cua Gauthier. Rheinart viét thu, Tong doc Nghé
An khong tra loi.

Puginier d& nghi cho mot tau chién téi Nghé An ciru cac gido si.
Nhung hién chi c6 tau Scorpion ¢ Cét Ba. Thanh Hoa bi Co Vang tan
pha. Co Vang va Co Pen tiép tuc danh nhau ¢ song Lo (Claire). Khoang
8-9,000 linh Tau dang danh quan C& Pen. Hoang Ké Viém dang ¢ Son
Tay.

Kinh luge dang & Phu Dinh véi khoang 5-7,000 linh, ké ca 1,500
linh Kinh. (Sogny, 1943:17-19)

C. Ngay 6/6/1884 [13/5 Giap Than], Jules Patendtre va Nguyén Vin
Tuong, Pham Than Duat, Tén That Phan ky Hiép wdc Bao ho. [Ban chi
NOm tir “bao hg” dich thanh “bao tro” [giup do].

Gom 19 khoan.

Piéu 1: Pai Nam chap nhan sw bao h ciaa Phap. Mei giao dich véi
nwéc Ngoai phai co sw chap thuan ciaa Phap.

Piéu 2: Phap dong d6n ¢ ctra Thuan An; Pai Nam phai pha bo moi séng
su phong thu tir Thuan An téi Hué.

Diéu 3: Pai Nam duoc ty tri tir Binh Thuan toi Thanh Héa. [Binh Thuan
duoc sat nhap vao An-nam].

Piéu 5: Kham st & Hué c6 quyén tryc tiép gap vua.

Piéu 6: Tur Ninh Binh tré ra Bac, Phap ¢ quyén dat cong st hay pho
cong str.

Diéu 9: Puong gidy dién béo.

Piéu 13: Phap tw do giao thwong; tw do truyén dao.

Diéu 15: Phép htra gitp diét phi va hai tic.

Piéu 17: X6a no Phéap. No Espania phéi tra. Pai Nam khong dugc vay
tién nudc ngoai néu khéng co sy chap thuan caa Phép.

Diéu 19: Hoa udc ndy thay thé cho cac hoa ugc 23/11/1874, 12/8/1874
va 15/3/1874 [27/1 Giap Tuat]. Ban Phap ngit 1am chinh.

Ky tén: Nguyén Vin Tuong, Tran Than Duat, Ton That Phién.
(PDNTLCB, V, 36:114-19).

Ném an tin caa nha Thanh vao 10 rén, thut bé ma huy di. (PNTLCB, V,
36:119).

This was a “protectorat de controle.” The Nguyen Court retained the
administrative authority, under the supervision of a French Resident
General [Tong Tru su] in Hue from Binh Thuan to Ninh Binh. (Arts 2, 5,
6 & 7). In the North, there were French Residents in all provinces to
supervise the Vietnamese local mandarins. These residents were
responsible for the Resident General in Hue (Arts 6 & 7)



- Rheinart duoc cir lam Kham su.

Phu Ban I1:

PHAM QUYNH (1892-1945)

Sinh nam 1892 tai Ha Ngi. 1908: Tot nghi¢p truong Thong Ngon.
1908-1917: Thera phai (secrétaire) tai Trieong Vien Péng Bdac Cé. 1917-
1920: Thezra phai hang 5 tgi Nha Hanh Chanh va Chanh Tri Ban Xi
(Direction de I'Administration et Politique indigenes).

1917-1932: Chu bat nguyét san Nam Phong.

8/1918: B¢ Thuéc Pia héi y kién Ha Ngi cho Quynh 1am phu gidng
(répétiteur) tai Truong Sinh Ngit Dong Phuong. (Aix, Amiraux, 19065).

1920-1924: Ngh; vién Ha Noi.

1922: Théap ting Khdi Binh qua Phap; c6 ca Nguyén Vin Vinh.

1925-1926: Thanh lgp Pang Jeune Annam. 24/12/1925: Nhom Jeune
Annam viét thw cho Toan quyén Alexandre Varenne yéu c4u an xa cho
Phan Bgi Chau néu khong muon phdi cai trj Déng Duong bang bao luc
(Aix, F03-68). 1926: Cung nhom Tran Pinh Nam thanh 1p Viét Nam
Tién Bg Dan Hdi, cir ngueoi Xin géip Varenne, nhung Varenne khong tzep
(GGI, Contribution, I:18). Sau d6, Nam bi thuyén chuyén khéi Hué, va
tro thanh ti thu ciza Quynh.

1925-1928: Ch tich Héi Twong Tro Gido Duc Bdc Ky. 1926: Ngh;
vién Vién Dan Biéu Bdc Ky. 1929-1931: Ph6 Chu tich Pai Héi Pong
Péng Duwong. Sang 1ap vién va Tong Thw Ky Hoi Khai Tri Tién Puic.
1931-1932: Phé Cha tich Héi Dia Ly Ha Ngi. 1931-1932: Téng Thu ky
Héi Tur Thién Bac Ky.

11/11/1932: Ngu tién Téng Iy cia Béo Dai. 2/5/1933: Thuong thue
Bo Hoc. 5-8/1939: Thap tung Bdo Paqi qua Phap. 12/5/1942: Thai T
Thiéu Bao, Thuwong Thu Bé Lai. (Souverains, 1943:71-2).

9/3/1945 [25 thang Giéng At Ddu]:, chiéu tdi: Nhdr dao chinh Phap
(Chién dich Meigo). Chién dich nay da dwoc Nhdt chudn bj tiz mia Xuan
1944, nhung mai to1 nay moi thuc hign. [Xem Phy Ban]

Trén dwong ra Quang Tri sdn dém, Bdo Pai dwoc dwra vé Hué. Thay
linh gadc dién. Ty hoi chuyén gi dang xay ra ["Je m'interroge: que s'est-il
passe?"] (1980:99-101). (Hoe, 1987:13) [Ddu thang 3/1945: Péd nho
Antonin Drapier, Pai dién Vatican ¢ Hué, lién lac véi phe de Gaulle].

10/3/1945: Hué, Khodng 10G00: Phgm Qupnh cing Yokoyama
Masayuki, Cé vén téi cao Nhdt ¢ Hué, vao gap Bdo Pai. Sau dé qua gap
Tir Cung, khodng 11G30 méi vé. (Hoe, 1987:15) [Theo tac gid Le
Dragon d’Annam, tirc hoi ky cia Bdo Pai), lGc 11G00 sang Chu Nhdt,



11/3/1945, Yokoyama vao gdp Bdo Pai. NOi chuyén bang tieng Phap
(1980:101). Chi tiét nay khéng ding].

Chiéu d@é, Pham Quynh goi dién thogi triéu tdp phién hop Co Mat
vao sang hom sau. Hoe khong duoc thong bao. (Hoé, 1987:16)

Chi Nhdt, 11/3/1945: Theo b&o Nhdt, Bdo Pai tuyén bé doc ldp,
hity bé Hoa wéc 1884 va hira hop tac toan dién véi Khai Think Vieong
Chung Dai Déng A.

11/3/1945, 7G00: Pham Khdc Hoé (1901-?), Ngu tién vin phong
tong 1y, vao Pai Ngi.

Bdo Dai dang “tang” [ngu].” Vao cung Dién tho gap Tu Cung. Da
c6 mat: Pham Quynh, Hé Pac Khdi (H6), Bui Bang Podan (Hinh), Ung
Uy (Lé), Tran Thanh Pat (Hoc), va Trieong Nhw Dinh (Céng). (Hoé,
1987:14)

08G00: Hop Co Mat o Di¢gn Kién Trung. Bdo Pai cho lénh Pham
Quynh bt dau néi. Quynh tuyén bé muc dich budi hop la dé tuyén bo
déc lap. Chiéu qua, Yokoyama dd vao gdp Bdo Pai, dé nghj tuyén bo
déc ldap, va Yokoyma sé gii chirc Tai Cao Cé Van. (Hoé, 1987:16-17)

Bdo Pai héi y kién, moi nguoi déu dong y. Bli Bang Podn dé nghi
phdi tuyén bo hiy bé cac hiép wéc véi Phap. Pham Quynh cho biér da
soan san du thao.

Khdi va Pinh tam tdc khen hay. Khong ai c6 y kién gi thém. Bdo Dai
cho 1énh Hoé mang bdn thdo ra ngoai hoan tat tha tuc.

10 phat sau, Hoé tré lai, Bdo Pai dang hing say thudt chuyén ban
duwoct mot con bo tot o Cam L hai ngay trudc. Poi Bdo Pai ditt chuyén,
Hoe méi dwa Bdo Pai ky Tuyén Ngon Doc Lap.

Sau khi Bdo Dai va 6 thirong thu ky xong, Ung Uy (Lé) dé nghi ngay
14/3 [1/2 At Ddu] tién hanh 1¢ bdo cdo doc ldp véi Liét Thanh. (Hoe,
1987:17-8)

12/3/1945: Bdo Pai cho Iénh Hoé thdo Du cur Pham Quynh lam dai
dién lién lac véi Nhdt. Hoé tim cach bac bé vi Quynk la “nguoi xdu, bi
moi tang lép nhan dan oan ghét va gidi nhdn si, tri thirc khinh bi”,
nhung Bdo Pai van cho 1énh thi hanh.

Hoé bén thdo mgt “Chi” [iénh & hang thdp nhdt, duwdi Du va Sac].
(Hog, 1987:19)

Toi 14/5, Hoé dén gap Ton Quang Phiét, nguwoi cing Nghé Tinh
dong chau phé ” ban viéc ha Pham Quynh. Phiér tan thanh, dong y duwa
ngueoi ra lap néi cac. (Hoé, 1987:20) 15/5/1945: Hoé di thuyét phuc Bui
Bang Poan va Ung Uy. Cé hai dong Y logi Pham Quynh, nhung tuyén
bo sé vé huu.



Chiéu 15/3, Bdo Pai sai Hoé moi Huynh Thic Khang vao bai kién,
nhung Khang khong dong y (Hoe, 1987:21)

17/3/1945: Xuéng chiéu sé dich than cam quyén, theo ding tinh than
"dan vi qui." Theo Hog, chang hiéu Phy Pgo L& Nhi Lam hay
Yokoyama mém ¥ cho Bdo Pai. Nhung dwa vao ¥ kién méi mé nay—Ilay
tir sdch Manh Ti—Hoeé thdo Du sé 1 ngay 17/3/1945. (Hoé, 1987:22)

Chiéu dé, Hoe mang ban dich Dy sé 1 gap Khang. Bat gap Ngd
Dinh Khoi dang ngoi n6i chuyén véi Khang. Thay Hoe, Khoi bo di bang
cira sau. Khang vdn chua muon gap Bdo Pai, dé nghi Bdo Pai mién thué
mot nam. Khi Hoé twong thugt viéc nay, Bao Dai khdng tra loi.

Toi 17/3, Hoé gdp cdc Thuwong thu, thuyét phuc ho dong loat tir chic.
(Hoe, 1987:24-5)

19/3/1945: Bdo Pai cho Pham Quypnh biét musn tr nam quyén.
Quynh tir chitc (Le Dragon d'Annam, 1980:106). 10 gio sang: Triéu dink
cii xin tir chirc. Bdo Dai chdp thugn. (Hog, 1987:25).

Pham Quynh (Lgi), Hé Pdc Khdi (Hd), BUi Bang Poan (Hinh), Ung
Uy (Lé), Tran Thanh Pat (Hoc), va Trieong Nhw Dinh (Céng). (Hoé,
1987:14)

2 gio chiéu: Pham Khdac Hog, Ngu tién van phong Tong Iy, nap cho
Bdo Pai danh sdch 14 "nhdn si" dd ¢é si ban bac cua BUi Bang Poan,
Ung Uy, Ta Quang Buu va Ton Quang Phiét (“Nghé tink dong chau

0" [1987:20] véi Hoe): Huynh Thuc Khang (Hué), Ton Quang Phigt
(HUe) Tran Pinh Nam (Pa Nang), Lé Am (Qui Nhon), Ho Ta Khanh
(Phan Thiét?), Luu Vin Lang (Sai Gon), Vieong Quang Nhwong (Sai
Gon), Ngé Pinh Diém (Sai Gon), Hoang Xuan Han (Ha N¢i), Vii Van
Hién (Ha Ngi), Phan Anh (Ha Ngi), Trinh Vin Binh (Ha Ngi [Hai
Phong]), Hoang Trong Phu, Tran Van Théng.

Bdo Dai chon 8 nguwoi: Nam, Khanh, Lang, Phu, Thong, Han, va
Anh hodgc Hién, tiy Han chon. (Hog, 1987:25-6). [Xem thém 28/3/1945]

Toi 21/3/1945: Tran Pinh Nam dé nghj sir dung nhitng Id bai “thdn
Nhdt, ” vi Nhdt chwa han da ding 1au. Thi du nhw Ngé Pinh Diém. Hoé
dan Nam vao gdap Bdo DPai. Bdo Pai dong y. Hoé bén viér dién tin triu
tap Diém, lc dy dang ¢ Sai Gon. (Hoe, 1987:26).

27/3/1945: Hoang Trong Phu, Tran Vin Théng, Hoang Xudn Han,
Vi Van Hién va Phan Anh tir Ha Ngi vao. 28/3/1945: Sau khi tiép moi
ngueoi, Bao Pai dong Y véi Hoang Xudn Han, Vi Van Hién va Phan Anh
moi Diém vé cam quyén. 1987:26-7).

Hai lan yéu cau Diém vé Hué, nhieng Nhdt khdng muon (1980:106).

29/3/1945: Trung Uy Michio Kuga twr Sai Gon qua Bangkok don
Tran Trong Kim vé nuéc (Kim 1969:41-2; Shiraishi, p. 236). 30/3/1945:



Sai-Gon, 13G15: Tran Trong Kim tir Bangkok vé téi Sai Gon. Gap Pai
ta Hayashi Hidezumi (Kempeitai; Shiraishi, tr. 235), va roi Trung twéng
Kawamura, Tham Muu Truong cua Nhat (Kim 1969:42). Kawamura
cho Kim coi danh sé&ch nhitng nguroi droc moi vé Hué tham khdo y kién:
Hoang Trong Phu, Vii Ngoc Oanh, Trinh B4 Bich, Hoang Xuan Han,
Cao Xuan Cam, Tran Trong Kim, Hoang Xuan Han, v.. v... (Kim
1969:42-3). Sau dé, Kim dwoc Matsushita (Tung Hga) dan xép cho ¢ tai
tru s¢ dang Quac XA Viét Nam, doi dién Pai Nam Cong Ty. Tai ddy,
Kim gdp Neé Dinh Diém (Kim 1969:44). 17/4/1945: Kim 1am Thu tudng.

Cuoi thang 7/1945, Tran Dinh Nam, B¢ trueng Néi Vu, dé nghi bat
giiz Pham Quynh. Bao Dai khdng thudn. (Hoe, 1987:46-7)

8/1945: Phgm Quynh b; Viét Minh bat gii roi thi tiéu ¢ Hué, cing
véi m¢t trong nhaieng ké thu cua Quynh la cha con Ngé Pinh Khoi va
Hudn, thw ky riéng cua Yokoyama Masayuki, giét tai lang Hién Si
Phong Pién, Thira Thién.

Quynh la mgt trong nhitng nguwoi c6 cong Ion trong viec cai thien
chat Viét méi tai mién Bdc. Quynh ciing la nguoi c6 cdng qudang ba Poan
Truong Tan Thanh (truyen Kiéu) ciza Nguyén Dul.

NGO DPINH KHOI (?-1945)

Con ca Ngé Pinh Kha, va Vo chinh (mdt sém). Sinh khéong ré nam
tai Pai Phong Léc, Lé Thiy, Qudng Binh. Hoc truong Quac Ti Giam.
Con ré Nguyén Hizu Bai. 1910: Tung si tai Bé Binh cua Bai; 1916: Chu
sir [chanh luc pham] tai Phii Phy Chinh. 1917: Tri huyén Phi Cét [tong
luc phdm; Bai lén lam Thirong thir B Lai ndm nay]. Tri phu Tuy An
(Phu Yén); 1919: An sadt [chanh ngii 1 phdm téi tie pham]] Pha Yén; 1920:
Bo Chdnh Binh Dinh. 1926: Tudn vii [tam pham] Quang Ngai. 1930:
Toéng doc [nhi pham] Quang Nam. 1933: Téng doc Kinh liroc cac tinh
mién Nam Trung Ky (Souverains 1943:42).

Khoi, theo cac vién chizc Thuge Pia Phap, khong ddu si ganh ghét
véi Pham Quynh. Khéi ciing cam thay bi mat mat, khi Kham siz Maurice
Grandjean 1&n nhiém chizc ndm 1941, Khéi viét thw, nhung Grandjean
khong hoi am. Cang bi phdn hon nita khi Grandjean khéng dwa Khéi lén
lam Thwong Thir trong cudcC Cdi t6 triéu dinh vao thang 5/1942 (Bdo cdo
cua Arnoux, 20/8/1944; CAOM [Aix], 14 PA, c.2).

1943: Bi Grandjean ép vé huu khong dwoc ham Thwong Thuw [nhi
pham]. 8/1945: B; Viét Minh bdt ciing con trai la Hudn, the ky riéng cia
Yokoyama Masayuki, giét tai lang Hién Si, Phong Dién, Thira Thién.



Vii Dinh Dy (1906-1945) Sinh nam Binh Ngo (1906) tai Nam Dinh.
Cha la Phan Vii Binh Linh, qué Hoang Mai, Thanh Tri, Ha Dong. 1923:
TH Phé théng. Lén Ha Ngi hoc TU tai bdn xiz. 1926: Tham gia phong
trao dé tang Phan Chau Trinh.

Vao Sai Gon day tai truong Huynh Khwong Ninh. 1927: Chu bat bao
Ere nouvelle [Thoi Méi] ciia Parti Travailliste de la Cochinchine [Pdng
Lao déng Nam Kyp]. 12/6/1927: Tham gia té chirc 1¢ truy diéu Liwrong
Van Can. Bi 6 thang tu treo. 1929: Bi dn I nam tn ¢ Hoa L0. 1933: Xuat
ban L’ Avenir [Tuong Lai].

1936: Ldp Pong Phuwong Tw Tri Pang. 1937: Chu bao L'Effort
indochinois [N luc]. (Nguyén Xudn Chu, 1996:232-233) 1938: Chu
nhiém tuan bao Ha Néi Tédn Van. 1/1941: Tiép xuc véi Nhdt, trong so dé
cd Matsui, Ebera Yoshio va 2 nhan vién tinh bdo. Sau qua Nhat, gap
Cuong Dé.

1944: Vé nudéc, cling Nguyén Xuan Chi va Lé Toan to chic Viét
Nam Ai Quéc Pdng. (Nguyen Xuan Chu, 1996:232-233, 237239) Theo
Chit, ¢é6 Duwong Puc Hién gia nhdp VNAQOD, sau Hién nga vé VM.
(Nguyén Xudn Chur, 1996:233)

9/1944: Cung Ngo Dinh Diém, Nguyén Xuan Chéz, Vii Vin An, va Lé
Toan thanh lgp Uy Ban Kién Qudc, 1ng hé Cuong Dé, & Sai Gon. Rai
gua Nhqgt cung An va Toan.

10/6/1945: Bdo Théng Tin dang trén trang nhdt hinh Vii Pinh Dy,
Vii Van An, Ngé Pinh Diém, Nguyén Xuan Chi va Lé Toan, vdéi loi chi
thich ho 1a " Uy Ban Kién Quéc," tizc chinh phui Lueu vong ciia Curong Pé.

25[267?]/9/1945: B; VM thu tiéu ¢ Qudang Ngai. (Dwa theo tai liéu
Mai Lam Nguyén Ddc Léc, trén bdo Chinh Pao, thang 10/1953; do 6ng
Vi Pinh Quan, em ong Dy, gui tang)

vU PINH HOE (1913 [1912]-)

Sinh ngay 1/6/1913 tgi Hdi Dwong [tuéi thyc, 1912; Hoe, |,
2004:608).

1936: Cir nhan Ludt. Gido sw truong Hoa kiéu, Thang Long (1933-
1936), Gia Long (1936-1945). Cha vo la Tuan phu Thai Nguyén, sau
Tong doc Son Tdy. Nho Vdy, duwoC Cdp don dién & Thai Nguyén. (Vii
Dinh Hoe, 2004:20)

Tham gia cac hoat déng xa héi véi Nguyén Twong Tam, Hoang Thic
Tdn [em Hoang Thac Tram, 1902-1977], Lé Huy Van [1914-1986], v
v...), tirc Hoi Anh Sang. Cudi 1940, dau 1941, dwroc moi tham gia Dai
Viét Duy Dan [?] cua anh em Nguyén Tuwong Tam, Khdi Hung. Khéng



nhan loi, nhung duy tri lién hé. Sau khi ra bao Thanh Ngh; khodng nua
nam, Vii Van Hién héi con lién lgc véi nhdm Ngay Nay hay sao? Sau vu
néi day cua Tran Trung Ldp, nhdn tin cho NTTam la dd & trong nhém
Thanh Nghi. Tham gia Dang Xa Hgi Phép [SFIO].

5/1941: Chu nhiém bao Thanh Ngh;. (Vii Binh Hoe, 2004:63-64)

Tuan bao Thanh Ngh; [xudt ban ngay 15/5/1941 myc tré em; 6/1941:
phan nguwoi lén]. Chai nhiém, mét trong 5 sang ldp vién bdo. (Vii Dinh
Hog, 2004:60)

Mgt trong 5 sang ldp vién bao Thanh Ngh; [xudt ban ngay 15/5/1941
muc tré em; 6/1941: phdn nguroi |6n]. (Vii Binh Hoe, 2004:60): Vii Van
Hién, Phan Anh, Hoang Phuc Tdn (chi xwéng dét Tan ‘Thanh), Lé Huy
Van. (Vi Pinh Hoe, 2004:19) Thuc ra, nguoi duoc glay phép xudt ban
la Dodn Ké Thién (1/9/1939), tirng hop tac véi Trung Béc Tdn Van, mua
lai véi gid 300 dong. (Vi Dinh Hoé, 2004:19)

30/6/1944: Duong Pirc Hién dwoc Viét Minh ciz 1am Tong thw ky
Viét Nam Dan Chu Pang.

24/3/1945: Vii Van Hién, Phan Anh, Hoang Xuan Han vao Hué. (Vi
Binh Hoé, 2004:166) 17/4/1945: Vii Van Hién B truéng Tai Chinh
Phan Anh, Thanh Nién, Hoang Xuan Han, Quéc Gia Gi4o Duc, chinh
phi Tran Trong Kim.

20[?]/4/1945: Hop nhém Thanh Ngh; ¢ nha Vii Van Hién. Yéu cau
Thanh Ngh; yém trg chinh pha véi diéu kién “déc Idp thuc sw,” “dén
chui thuc suw.” (Vii Binh Hoé, 2004:166-167) Bong ¥ vdn déng Tan Viét
Nam Hoi.

5/5/1945: Bao Thanh Ngh; tai ban sau 2 thang dong cira.

Cong bo thanh Igp Tan Viét Nam Hdi. Tru s¢ 24 phé Hang Da, Ha
Ngi. 19 trong s¢ UVTU Ldam thoi thugc nhém Thanh Nghi. (Vi Dinh
Hoe, 2004:168-172)

[5/5/1945: bao Ngay Nay Ky Nguyén Méi ciia Nguyén Tuwong Bach,
va Tiéeu Thuyét Thiz Bay cua Phing Bdo Thach. (Vi Pinh Hoe,
2004:169n2)] Nhém nay con bao Hai Phong Nhdt Bao cia Nguyén Thé
Nghiép. (Vii Binh Hoé, 2004:192n2)]

6/7/1945: Hoé vao Hué. Gap Phan Anh va Vi Vin Hién. Anh va
Hién noi sé ra Ha Ngi hom sau. Hoé gap Ton Quang Phiét va Phgm
Khdc Hog, néi muon chuyén chi thi VM cho Anh va VV Hién tir chiic.
(Vi Dinh Hoe, 2004.188-189)

7/1945: Hoe, Yém, P6 Dirc Duc gip Anh va Hién ¢ Ha Néi. Vii Vin
Hién curong quyét kndng chju. (Vii Dinh Hoé, 2004:189-192)

30 hodc 31/7/1945, Hoé di chién khu. (Vi Pinh Hoé, 2004:198-206)

11/8/1945: Thanh Ngh;j dinh ban.



12/8/1945: Phan Anh reportedlly carried with him Royal Decree 105
[of 7 Aug 1945], authorizing the Viet Minh to form a new government,
but he was arrested in Thanh Hoa for several days and was later
converted to the Viet Minh by his younger brother, Phan My, the future
Office Director of Ho Chi Minh. After the Aug 19, 1945 revolution, he
secretly met with Giap and Dong at Hoe’s residence and on March 2,
1946 was appointed as Minister of Defense. (Vii Dinh Hoe, 2004:211-
212)

Hién khong tham gia chinh phi. Nam 1954, di cw vao Nam. Chét
nam 1961.

Tac pham: Ludn &n : « La propriété communale au Tonkin. »

"Les institutions annamites depuis l'arrivée des francais; I'imp6t
personnel et les corvées de 1862 a 1936." Trong Revue indochinoise
juridique et économique (1940).

29/8/1945: B¢ truong Giao duc chinh phu 1am thoi VNDCCH.

2/3/1946: B¢ trucng Tu phdp chinh phii Lién hiép Khang chién.

1948-1949: B; logi dan khéi quyén lyc.

1948: Nguyén Vin Huyén xin tir chic.

(Vii Binh Hoé, 2004:900-901, 911-916). “Hong hon chuyén.” (Vi
Dinh Hoe, 2004:899-905).

SL s6 13, ngay 24/1/1946: khang dinh sy déc |dp cia toa dn. Diéu
69 cua Hién Phap 1946: tai khang dinh quyén déc ldp cud tda an; cac
co quan khdc khong dwoc can thiép vao. (Vii Dinh Hoe, 2004:900-901).

Sdc lénh 156-SL ngay 17/11/1950: Thong nhdt cde “toa dn nhdn
ddn.” Bé sung Hgi tham nhan dan, ci thdm phéan vao Tda an nhan dan.
(Vii Binh Hoé, 2004:899-901).

Sdac lénh 85-SL ngay 22/5/1950: “cdi cach bé mdy tw phdp”: “dén
chi héa” bang céch thiét ldp “Hi tham nhdn dan” thay cho Phu tham
nhdn dan [Piéu 65 Hién phap 1946] Nhitng Hgi tham Nhan Dan nay do
HPND bdu ra. Nhuw thé, khéng con mau thudn va tranh chdp giita tw
phadp va hanh chanh. Tw phdp sé dung trén lap truong cong nong. (Vi
Dinh Hoe, 2004:902-903).

“Cdc quyén dan si chi dwoc hanh xi va bao vé néu phi hop véi
quyén loi nhén déan.”

Tran Céong Twong, Thir tudng Tw Phdp, con mudn hiy bé cd vai tro
Ludt suw thay bang “bdo chita vién nhéan dan.” (Vii Pinh Hoé, 2004:904-
905).

(Vii Pinh Hoé, 2004:911-916). 1950: Hoé ter chizc, Ho khong dong Y,
khuyén theo gwong Nguyén Vian Huyén. Huyén ting Hoé cuon Le chemin



des tourmentes cuia Alexis Tolstoi [Con dwong khé di], n6i vé than phdn
tri thezc trong ché dg CS. [916]

Sau Dong Khé, Vii Pinh Hoe diroC Cur lam dai dién HCM di uy lao
thuwong binh tai Long Chau. Lé Qudng Ba [Dam Vian Maéng] bi thuong
nang trong tran That Khé. Hoé ting gap L& Qudng Ba, nguoi Tay, Vi
cha vo 14 tri huyén Thdat Khé, me vo nguoi Tay [That Khé]. (Vii Dinh
2004: 916-920)

1960: Vé huu [47 tuéi].

Héi ky: Hoi ky Vii Binh Hoé (Ha Néi: NXB Héi Nha Vin, 2004).

Meigo:

17/1/1945: Tokyo: Bg Téng Tw Iénh Nhdt hoan tat ké hoach hanh quan gt
dé Decoux. Bg Tur Iénh Lé quan mién Nam dwoc 1énh chudn bj thuc hién.
21/1/1945: Twéng Tsuchihashi bét dau di kinh 1y cdc don vi dé chi thi vé ké
hogch ldt d6 Decoux.

28/1/1945: * Tokyo: Trung twéng Numata, Tham Mwu Phé Lé Quan mién
Nam, duwoc triéu hoi vé Toyko nhdn mdt énh tiang cieong phong thi ban dao
Dong Duong va Thdi. (SHAT, 10H 140).

1/2/1945: Héi dong Toi Cao Chi dgo chién tranh Nhdt quyér dinh nam tron
quyén chi huy ¢ Béng Duong.

15/2/1945: Sai Gon: Terauchi tri¢u tap mét phién hop dac biét vé ké hoach
hanh quan. D tru tap trung 5 Su doan o Bac Péng Dwong, dé phong quan
Pong Minh dé bg dé bt tay véi quan TH trong ving Van Nam va tiép té vii
khi méi cho quan TH, va 3 Sw Poan quanh Sai-gon dé bao vé cdc phi trirong,
va chiém céc kho théc 10a toi can cho quan Nhdt. [Xem thém 15/5/1945]
26/2/1945: * Sai-gon: Truéc Sy chong déi cia Pai sir Matsumoto, CAc
Tudng lanh dong Y sira doi viéc thanh lgp "quan qudn® tai Péng Duong
sang "quan su kiém soat.” An-Nam, Mién va Lao sé duoc déc Idp, trong khi
Bcc va Nam Viét durdi quyén cai qudn truec tiep ciia Nhat.

3/3/1945: * Ha-ngi: Pai sur Matmumoto bao cho Shigemitsu, Ngogi truong
kiém Bg trudng Pai Dong A, biét 1 sé trao ban "aide-mémoire™ cho Decoux.
(IMTFE, Ex 662, 111:7169-72).

Tuy nhién, vi Decoux dét ngét bo 1én Pa-lat, mai téi téi ngay 7/3/1945,
Matsumoto mai gdap duwoc Decoux o Sai-gon, hen gap lai trong ngay
9/3/1945 dé ky két Hiép woc cung cdp l0a gao cho nam 1945.

9/3/1945: Nhdt dao chinh Phap (Chién dich Meigo).

Chién dich nay da dwoc Nhdt chudn bj tir miia Xudn 1944, nhung mdi téi
nay moi thuc hién. [Xem Phyu Ban]



10/3/1945: Sai-gon: Bé Tong Tw Iénh Nhdt ra mét logt 7 tuyén céo vé van dé

lGt d6 Phap (Journal Officiel de I'Indochine [JOI, Ha Ngi], 2/6/1945, pp. 1-

2. Thdng céo sé 5 khéng ding).

10/3/1945: - Hé Vin Nga thanh ldp Bdng Viét Nam Quéc Gia. [Xem

18/3/1945]

15/3/1945: Ha-ngi: Nhdt ra tuyén c&o sé 8, théng bdo Ngdn hang Péng

Duwong sé mé cua tré lai. Méi c& nhan chi duwoc quyén rat 200$ mét ngay,

2,000$ mgt thang. (JOI, 2/6/1945:3)

16/3/1945: Sai-gon: Tsuchihashi lam Toan quyén Déng Duwong. Pai sir

Matsumoto 1am C4 van.

Nishimura Kumao lam Theong si Bac Ky; Minoda Fujio lam Théng déc Nam

Ky; Yokoyama Masayuki 1am Cé vdn téi cao ¢ Hué. Dé truong Ha Néi la

Kanagoya Yutakan; Sai-gon, Kawano Tatsuo; Hdi-phong, Mirama (?).
1/4/1945: * Péng Duwong: Ké tir 00G00 ngay nay (23G00 ngay 31/3),
gio ¢ Péng Dwong sé giong nhur gio Tokyo (Nghi dinh ngay 29/3/1945).
Theo ngh; dinh ngay 6/4/1911 (JOFI, 13/4/1911, tr. 803), ké tir ngay
1/6/1911, Péng Duong thuéc mii gio thiz 7 theo hé théng gio quac té.
Ngay 24/12/1942, gio- Péng Duwrong lai chuyén sang mui thir 8, tirc sém
hon truéc 1 gio (Nghi dinh ngay 23/12/1942; JOFI, 30/12/1942). [Xem
1/4/1947]

30/3/1945: * Tokyo: Pdng Yokusan, dang chinh tri duy nhdat cia Nhat, ti

dong giai tan (L'Action, 31/3/1945).

19/4/1945: Ha-ngi: Tsukamoto Takeshi, Tong 1anh su Sai-gon, dwoc cir thay
thé Matsumoto, nhung chi véi chic vu Tong Thu Ky Péng Duong.
Matsumoto vé nurdc ngay 14/5/1945.

20/4/1945: * Sai-gon: Nguyén Vin Sam (1898-1947) tir Xiém vé Sai-gon.
Puroc dé cir lam Chui tich Bang Viét Nam Quéc Gia Pgc Ldp. (TF 27).
21/4/1945: Nhdt thanh lgp Thanh Nién Tién Phong ¢ Sai-gon va cac tinh
mién Nam. [Xem 1/7/1945]

23/4/1945: Ha-ngi: Héi Pong Tuw van Bac Ky hop lan ddu tién tir sau ngay
9/3/1945.

Théng siz Nishimura chi toa. C6 Tran Vin Théng, Lwong Van Phiic, va Ha
Luong Tin. Hoang Trong Phu va Vi Van Pinh vang mat. (L'Action,
25/4/1945).

13/5/1945: Twéng Tsuchihashi tir Ha-ngi vao Hué, gap Bdo Pai tai Pai néi.
Thép tlng c6 Tsukamoto Tsutoshi, Téng thir ky, va Phan Ké Toai. Roi Hué
ngay 15/5/1945. (L'Action, 18/5/1945). Theo Bdo Bai, "Tsishihasni” vao
Hué vao cuadi thang 5/1945, va yéu cau Bdo Pai ra lénh Tong déng vién (tr.
109).



15/5/1945: Sai-Gon: Terauchi triéu tdp tat ca cdc Tham Muwu truéng Lo
qudn dwdi quyén dé nhdn Iénh thi hanh mét ké hogch méi: Cam cu tai
Singapore cang lau cang tét, va chién dau téi cing tai Péng Dwong, cho
dau b; cd ldp véi Tokyo. (Loi khai ciia Trung twéng Numata ngay 4/12/1945;
10H 140).

15/5/1945: * Ha-Ngi: Nhdt cham dit hanh quan tdo thanh tan binh Phap tai
ving thiwong du Bac Viét. Sau ngay nay, Tsuchihashi muon lién lgc Vit
Minh (Etsumei), bay té y dinh vdi Tran Trong Kim, Phan Ké Toai, Tran Vin
Lai. Kim dé nghl Toai lo viéc tiép xiic, nhung Toai tir choi. (Nitz 1984:124).
Thanh Nién Tién Phong:

25/5/1945: Sai-gon: Lé Vin Hudn lam Gidam doc S¢ Thé Thao & Thanh
Nién, thay thé D6 Duw Anh. Nguyén Vin Thii 1am Héi truéng Tong hgi Thé
Thao. Thdi Van Lung lam Hgi truéng Tong Héi Thanh Nién. (Sai Gon,
25/5/1945). 26/5/1945: Thai Van Lung lam Truong ban Thanh Nién Tién
Phong. Ban quan tri: Kha Vang Can, Pham Ngoc Thach, Nguye’n Van Thu.
Co: Xanh, trang. Sau déi thanh co vang, sao dé. (Sai Gon, 26/5/1945)
28/5/1945: * Sai-Gon: Tran Vin An tir Chiéu Nam Pado vé téi Sai-gon.
(L'Action, 4/6/1945)

An 1a mét trong nhizng 1anh tu Phuc Qudc tai mién Nam, hop tac chdt ché
voi Kempeitai Nhar. Thang 10/1943, duwoc Kempeitai di tén qua Singapore
vi chinh phi Decoux doi Nhat phdi gidi giao. Tai Singapore, An ting 1a binh
lugn gia trén dai phat thanh. C6 lan, An tw xung, hodc dwoc gidi thiéu, 1a
Téng Tw Iénh Phuc Quéc tai Béng Nam d, mdi dwoc Nhdt gidi cizu khoi Con
Pdo (Nam 1983, trong thw giri tac gid, An cho rang "khong c6™ viéc nay.
Nhung bdo Singapore ding bai phong van An véi thanh tich nhu trén). [Xem
3/7/1945, 3/8/1945]

30/5/1945: Bdo L'Action dang thanh tich hoat dong cia Tong héi ciru té do
Nguyén Vin Té lam Chu tich.

Thu duwoc 782,403$, chi hét 593,8368 (tir ngay 24/3/1945 t6i 24/5/1945).
30/5/1945: - L'Action dding sac lénh hiy bé thué than.

2/6/1945: * Bao L'Action loan tin cong ty CICEI ciia Nhat c6 s6 von 5 triéu
dong.

4/6/1945: B&o L'Action cho biét gia thuéc phién nhw sau: ’
Thuong hdo hang, $8,000 mét ky, Thuong hang, $5,600/ky; An do,
$4,800/ky; va, Con Réng hang 3, $4,000.

7/6/1945: Bao Hai Phong gidi thiéu Vii Van An. Theo bdo nay, An da qua
Nhdt vao thang 10/1944. Roi Tokyo ngay 25/5/1945; toi Sai Gon, 27/5; ra
Ha Ngi, 29/5; 4/6, vao Hué, roi vao Sai Gon. 5/6. thet ti¢c tra. (Hai Phong,



7/6/1945) [Bdo ndy al co quan ngén ludn cia Pai Viét Quoc Gia Lién Minh.
Tir ngay 23/5/1945, thanh Co Quan Mat Trdn Quéc Gia].

Chu Nhdt, 10/6/1945: Ha-ngi: Béo Thong Tin, "Logi tranh ddu sé 11," dang
trén trang nhdt hinh Vii Vin An, Vii Binh Dy, Ngé Pinh Diém, Nguyén Xuan
Char va L& Toan, vdi loi chi thich he thuge "Uy Ban Kién Quac,” "ldp nén
dé ganh vac viéc kién thiét nuwéc Viet Nam méi."

Diém, tir nam 1944, da dwoc coi nhu ung cur vién churc Thu fong trong mat
chinh phu déc ldp do Nhdt bao tro.

10/6/1945: * Sai-gon: Nguyén Trung Cang, chi bdo Pién Tin chét. Nguyén
Vén Sam dén nghiéng minh.

1/7/1945: * Sai-gon: Thanh Nién Tién Phong tuyén thé ¢ Sai-gon.

3/7/1945: Théng doc Nam Ky thanh Idp "Hgi Nghi Nam Ky," ¢6 tinh cach cé
van. Tran Vin An dwoc giao chizc Cha tich. CAc uy vién c6 Ho Vin Nga,
Luu Van Lang, Kha Vang Can v..v... [Xem thém 8/7/1945]

18/6/1945: Hoang tw Vinh San tir Madagascar toi Paris. 25/6/1945: Giam
doc Chinh tri B Thude dia Phap, Henri de Laurentie, tiép kién Vinh San.

22/6/1945: Tokyo: Nhdt Hoang hop hgi nghi téi cao ban vé viéc nghi hoa
véi Bong Minh.

1/7/1945: Thanh Igp Hang thdng tdin Béng Duwong (Agence de Press de
I'Indochine, API) thay thé Saigon-Domei. (L'Opinion-Impartial, 30/6/1945).

Tran Trong Kim

16/1/1945: Singapore: Tran Trong Kim cing Pdng Vian An ddp xe lira 1én
Bangkok. (Kim 1969:33). 24/1/1945: Tran Trong Kim ciing Péng Vin Ky tdi
Bangkok. O chung véi Trang Liét va Trang Cut, hai con cia Cuong Pé. (Kim
1969:34). 8/2/1945: Bangkok: Tran Trong Kim va Nguyén Vin Sim cing
Trang Liét, Trang Pinh, Pang Van Ky vao ¢ trong mgt bénh vign. (Kim
1969:40)

22/2/1945: * Ha-ngi: Cdc dang Pai Viét bi mdt thanh ldp Pai Viét Quac
Gia Lién Minh. Gém c¢6 nhoém Nguyén Xuan Tiéu (Pai Viét Quoc X&),
Nguyén Twong Long (Pai Viét Dan Chinh), Trieong Tir Anh (Pai Viét Qu()'c
Dadn Dang), Ngé Thic Dich, Bui Nhw Uyén, Nguyén Thé Nghiép, Nguyén
Ngoc Son, Nhuwong Tong (Viét Nam Quéc Dédn Pang), Nguyén Ping Dé,
Nguyén Xudn Duong tirc Lac Long. [Xem 11/3/1945]

Cha Nhgt, 11/3/1945: Bdo Pai tuyén bé déc 1gp, hity bé Hoa wéc 1884 va
hiza hop tac toan dién véi Khéi Thinh Viweong Chung Pai Péng d.



Chu Nhat, 11/3/1945: * Ha-ngi: Bao Tin Magi dang "Tuyén Cdo" cua Pai
Viét Qudc Gia Lién Minh. - 5 gio chiéu: Pai Viét Quac Gia Cach Ménh Uy
Vién Hgi ra mat tai Bo Ho Hoan Kiém. Bdy la tén méi cia PVOGLM.

Tuyén bé thanh Igp Uy Hgi Hanh Chinh Lam Thei (vao ldc 9 gio sang cing
ngay), sau doi thanh Uy Ban Chinh Tri Bac Ky. [Xem 19/3/1945]

17/3/1945: Bdo Pai xudng chiéu sé dich than cam quyén, theo diing tinh
than "dan vi qui.”

[Trong cuon Le Dragon d'Annam, 1980:106, Bdo Dai ndi théng bao cho
Pham Quynh biét quyér dinh nay vao ngay 19/3/1945]

18/3/1945:

19/3/1945: Hué, 10 gio sang: Triéu dinh cii xin tir chirc. Bdo Dai chdp thudn.
(Hoe, 1987:24).

- 2 gio chiéu: Pham Khac Hoé, Ngu tién vin phong Tong ly, nap cho Bao
Pai danh sich 14 "nhdn si" dd c¢é sw ban bac cua BUi Bang Doan, Ung Uy,

Ta Quang Buu va Ton Quang Phiét ("Nghé tinh dong chau pho™ [1987:20]

véi Hog): Huynh Thic Khang (Hué), Ton Quang Phiét (Hué), Tran Dinh
Nam (Pa-nang), L& Am (Qui-nhon), Hé Ta4 Khanh (Phan-thiét?), Luu Vin
Lang (Sai-gon), Vwong Quang Nhwong (Sai-gon), Ngé Pinh Diém (Sai-gon),
Hoang Xuan Han (Ha-ngi), Vi Van Hién (Ha-ngi), Phan Anh (Ha-ngi),
Trinh Vin Binh (Ha-néi?), Hoang Trong Phu, Tran Vin Théng.

Bdo Pai chon 8 nguoi: Nam, Khanh, Lang, Phu, Thong, Han, va Anh hogc
Hién, thy Han chon. (Hog, 1987:26). [Xem thém 28/3/1945]

* Ha-ngi: Ngay nay, 1y Ban Chinh Trj Bac Ky, tic iy Hgi Hanh Chinh Lam
Thoi, mai thanh lgp ngay 11/3/1945, tw gidi tin. Nguyén van "Tuyén Cdo
Quéc Dan" trén nhw sau:

"Chuing toi thuge dang QUOC Gia Lién Minh, nhan luc giao thoi da ra dam
nhdn mdy céng Viéc can cdp nhuw trdt tue, cieu té, v.. v... Nay tinh thé da tam
yén, ching tdi tw thay nhiém vu da hét, xin tuyén bé gidi tan, dé nhwong cac
ngai ¢ thuc tai, thuc diec ra cang dang nhirng céng viéc quan hé hon."
17/3/1945: * Sai-gon: Ho Vin Nga doi tén dang Viét Nam Quéc Gia cua
minh thanh Viét Nam Quéc Gia Péc Ldp.

21/3/1945: Do dé nghij cua Trdn Dinh Nam, Bdo Pai sai Hoé danh dién moi
Diém lam Thui fuong vi so Nhdt khéng dieng dwoc 1au. (Hoe, 1987:26)

24/4/1945: Bdo Pai ky Du so 16, bé nhiém Chwong lam Phé Tong 1y; va Du
thanh ldp Kinh hroc phi Bdac Bg.[Xem 27/4/1945]

27/411945:* Hué: Bdo Pai cir Phan Ké Togi, cueu Tong doc Thai-binh, 1am
Khém sai dai than Bac bé. (Du sé 11; L'Action, 3/5 & 5/5/1945).



4/5/1945: Hué: Chinh pha Kim hop ldn dau tién. Khong c6 mdt Lueu Vin
Lang. (L'Action, 7/5/1945).

Ther Ba, 8/5/1945: Chinh pha Tran Trong Kim tuyén bé chuong trinh "Hung
quac.” Chon quéc ky ¢é hinh qué Ly, quac thiéu la bai "Pang dan.”
15/5/1945: * Hué: Thanh ldp "Uy ban trung wong tiép trg ngn nhan mién
Bdc.” Me Bdo Pagi lam Cha tich danh dw. Hé Ta Khanh lam Phé Chu tich.
Vin phong dat tai sé 43 rue Paul Bert. (L'Action, 17/5/1945).

16/5/1945: Hué: Tan Viét Nam Pdng dwoc chinh thizc thanh Idp. Tong thu
ky: Ton Quang Phiét. Gom nhiéu nhan vdt thanh danh trong nuée nhw Pdo
Duy Anh, Phan Anh, P6 Buc Duc, Ngé Thiic Pich, Tran Khinh Giw (Khdi
Hung), Vii Van Hién, Vii Pinh Hoé, Ngé Tir Ha, Nguy Nhw Kontum, Vii
Pinh Lién, Pham Loi, Phan Huy Quat, Ngd Bich San, Hoang Pham Trdn
(Nhuwong Tong), Bii Nhwr Uyén, Nguyén Xién, Nghiém Xuan Yém. [T gidi
tan ngay 22/7/1945] Theo bao Thanh Nghj, Tong thu ky ban vin déng thanh
ldp la Vii Binh Hoé. [Xem 22/7/1945]

26/5/1945: * Hué: Bdo Pai ldp Héi nghi Twr van Quéc Gia [thay thé cac
Vién dan biéu ¢ Bac va Trung Ky]

Thet Bdy, 2/6/1945: Ha-ngi: Khai mgc phong trién 1am tranh tuyén truyén
tinh than déc Idp (Tin Méi, 1/6/1945).

2/6/1945: * Hué: Bao L'Action loan tin Bdo Pai chon ngay mong 2 thang 5
nam Nhdm Tudt 1am Quéc Khanh.

11/6/1945: Hué: Lé Hung Quéc Khanh Niém bién thanh Lé "Viét Nam
Théng Nhat." (Tin Méi, 15/6/1945)

12/6/1945: Ngd Bich San thay Tran Duy Hung coi Thanh nién mién Bdc.

- Tran Vin Tuyén, cieu Tri huyén Thanh Mién, Hdi-dwong, dwoc cir 1am
Gidm doc Triwong hudn luyén Podn Trirong Thanh Nién X& Hgi Mién Bdc.

- Lé Xudn Hoan lam Gidm déc Truong Thanh Nién Tién Tuyén. (Hdi Phong,
16/6/1945).

- Phan Ké Toai déi tén trwong Lycée du Protectorat, tizc trirong Buéi, thanh
truong Chu Van An.

14/6/1945: Ha-ngi: Thanh nién Phu Ly chay tiép sitc dwa "Viét Nam Théng
Nhdt Bai Khénh Pao Dy ra téi Ha-néi. (Tin Mdi, 15/6/1945).

14/6/;945: - Bao L'Action loan tin Nguyén Hau Thi vao Nam lo viéc tdi gao
ra Bac.

15/6/1945: * Hué: Bdo Pai ky Sdc sé 65, 1dp Héi Pong Thanh Nién: Hoang
Pao Thiy (Cha tich), Tran Duy Hung va Ta Quang Biu (Phé Chui tich).
16/6/1945: Hué: Bdo Dai cho Iénh chudn bi dén tiép déc ldp va thong nhat
1anh tho. (L'Action, 27/6/1945)



17/6/1945: Ha-ngi: Lé truy diéu Nguyen Thai Hoc va nhitng nguoi bj Phap
giét ¢ Yén-bay. Viét Minh cho nguroi téi pha.

30/6/1945: Bdo Pai xuong Du thanh Idp cac Héi dong du thdo Hién phap,
cai céch cai tri, tw phap va tai chinh, cdi cach giao duc.

1/7/1945: - Nhat trao tra So Cong chanh va Thuong chanh. (Hung Viét,
1/8/1945).

20/7/1945: Ha-ngi: Nhdt trao tra chinh phi Tran Trong Kim cdc nhwrong
dia Ha-néi, Hdai-phong va Tourane [Pa-nang].

Kim bé nhiém Vii Trong Khanh lam Thj freong Hai-phong; Nguyén Khoa
Phong, Thi truéng Pa-nang; Tran Huy Lai, Thi trieong Ha-ngi.

22/7/1945: Dang Tan Vigt Nam tu gidi tan. (Hung Viét, 1/8/1945).
23/7/1945: Vii Ngoc anh, Bg truong "An Sanh" cua Tran Trong Kim, tiz nan.
Ngay 27/7, ¢6 1é cau siéu cho anh ¢ nha the Phii Cam; va, dnh dwoc truy
tang chuc Hiép ta Dai hoc si. (Hung Viét, 6/8/1945).

26/7/1945: * Hué: Tran Trong Kim ky Ngh;i dinh hiy bé Héi dong Tur van
Béic ky [HDTVBK]. (Hung Viét, 6/8/1945). HDTVBK duoc thanh Igp do
Ngh; dinh ngay 24/10/1933 va sita déi bang Nghi dinh ngay 19/10/1941.
27/7/1945: Ha-ngi: Ban Cdi cach Gido duc nhém phién hop ddu tién, dudi
sy chu toa cua Hoang Xuan Han.

Quyét dinh chirong trinh ciia "ban trung dang" la 7 nam: 4 nam phé thdng
va 3 nam chuyén khoa. Bong thoi, phoi hop ly thuyét véi thuc dung: Budi
sang, hoc Iy thuyét; budi chiéu hoc thic dung. Bé Thanh nién sé trong nom
phan thyc dung. Ban Trung dang ciing chia lam 2 16p: Lép Cé dién, hoc vin
hoc Trung Qudéc va mét hoat ngi (tizc sinh ngi#); mét 1ép Tan hoc, gom 2
hoat ngiz. (Hung Viét, 3/8/1945).

Tran Trong Kim:

30/3/1945: Sai-Gon, 13G15: Tran Trong Kim tir Bangkok vé téi Sai Gon.
Gdp Pai ta Hayashi Hidezumi (Kempeitai; Shiraishi, tr. 235), va réi Trung
twong Kawamura, Tham Muu Truong cua Nhat (Kim 1969:42). Kawamura
cho Kim coi danh sach nhitng nguwoi dioc moi vé Hué tham khao y kién:
Hoang Trong Phu, Vii Ngoc Oanh, Trinh Ba Bich, Hoang Xuan Héan, Cao
Xuan Cam, Tran Trong Kim, Hoang Xuan Han, v.. v... (Kim 1969:42-3). Sau
dé, Kim dwoc Ting Ha (Matsushita) dan xép cho ¢ tai tru s¢ dang Quéoc Xa
Viét Nam, doi dién Bai Nam Cong Ty. Tai day, Kim gdp Ngé Pinh Diém
(Kim 1969:44).

2/4/1945: Tran Trong Kim roi Sai Gon ddp xe lia ra Hué. (Kim 1969:46)
5/4/1945: Tran Trong Kim tir Nha-trang ra téi Hué (Kim 1969:48). C6 Lanh
sw Urabé Seiji ra dén tai nha ga, réi téi yét kien Cé van Yohohama. (Kim



1969:48). Toi do, Kim dwoc dodan tu gla dinh ngay tai Hué. 7/4/1945: Tran
Trong Kim yét kien Bdao Dagi. "[T]hay c6 vé trang nghiém va n6i nhitng diéu
rat diing dean (Kim 1969:49). Bdo Dai ciing tiét |6 did moi ca Ngé Pinh Diém
(Kim 1969:50). 16/4/1945: Bdo Pai 1y Tran Trong Kim ldp chinh phu
(L'Action, 19/4/1945). 17/4/1945: Tran Trong Kim trinh danh sach chinh
phi: Tong Iy (Tha awéng): Tran Trong Kim, Gido chirc; Ngogi Giao (sau
thém chizc Pho Tong Iy): Tran Van Chwong, Ludt su; Noi vu: Tran Dinh
Nam, Y st Bong Duong; Tw phap: Trinh Pinh Thao, Luat sw, Tai chinh: Vil
Van Hién, Ludt sw; Gido duc & My thugt: Hoang Xuan Han, Ky su; Y té &
Cutu té: Vii Ngoc Anh, Y si; Giao théng & Céng chdanh: Luu Vin Lang, Ky
su (khong nhan); Kinh té: Ho Td Khanh, Y si; Thanh Nién: Phan Anh, Lugt
sw; Tiép té: Nguyén Haiwu Thi, Y si bong Duong, Thuong gia. Bao Dal chdp
thugn. (L'Action, 19/4 & 2/5/1945). it 1au sau, Bdo Pai dwa Nguyén Duy
Quang, Tudn vii Khdnh Hoa, vé 1am phyu t cho Pham Khdc Hoé; Tén That
Togi, con T6n Thdt Han, 1am Bg frieong Nghi Lé. (L'Action, 19/6/1945).
12/4/1945: Georgia: FDR (1933-1945) chét dgt ngét trong vin phong. Phé
Tong thong Harry Truman 1én thay.

4/7/1945: Pong Minh chiém Philippines.

6/7/1945: * Thai: Thanh ldp Pai binh doan 18, dwéi quyén Nakamura Akito.
(IJM 177:19).

8/7/1945: Sai-gon: Thong doc Nhdt bé nhiém 7 thanh vién Hgi Ngh; Nam
B6. Gom: Tran Vin An, Nguyén Xudn Bdi (Nha si), Kha Vang Can, Tran
Nhie Lan (Y si), Ho Vin Nga va Poan Quang Tén. (L'Opinion-lmpartial,
9/7/1945). 11/7/1945: Minoda tuyén bo viéc thanh Idp Héi Nghi Nam Bg
khong lam chdm tré viéc thong nhat ba mién. (L'Opinion-Impartial,
13/7/1945).

13/7/1945: Tran Trong Kim ra Ha-ngi. (Pan Ba, 27/7-1/8145).

19/7/1945: Nhdat mé chién dich Ién ¢ ving Hoa Nam.

24/7/1945: Nhdt hanh quan Ién ¢ ving bién giéi Hoa-Viét, nham ngan chan
cac toan "Hoa quan nhgp Viét."

25/7/1945: * Thai-nguyén: VM chiém qudn Iy Hiép Hoa va Yén Thé.

- Poc ly Lai moi 12 dai dién than hdo, nhan si ban viéc triét ha cac pho
trong cua Phap dung lén trudc day.

Quyét dinh trong vong 1 tudn sé huy tat ca nhitng twong nay, sau dé dat
trong "Quac si Bdo tang vién.” (Hung Viét, 1/8/1945] [Xem 1/8/1945).
25/7/1945: * San Francisco, My: Pang CS My tai lap.



28/7/1945:* Ha-Ngi: Tran Trong Kim ky Ngh; dinh thanh ldp Ban Hé tro
Sinh vién va Thanh nién.

Muc dich: 1/ Giip dé vé tinh than va vat chat; 2/ Lién lac véi Nhat vé nhiing
Vdn dé lién quan dén hoc sinh, sinh vién va thanh nién.

Chu tich: BUi Bang Podn, Chdnh dn toa Thuong tham. Cac Hgi vién: Ho
Pdc Diém, Gido sw Ludt; Hoang Minh Giam, Uy vién Lién lac Viét-Nhdt;
Nguyén Vin Huyén, Héi vién Trieong Vién Péng Bic Co; Bli Ky, phu huynh
sinh vién; Phan Huy Quat, Y si, cuu sinh vién; Nguyén Manh Twong, Lugt
su. (Hung Viét, 7/18/1945).

- Phan Anh trigu tdp "Hgi dong" thui lanh thanh nién. (Hung Viét, 8/8/1945).
Muc dich: 1/ Giip dé vé tinh than va vat chat; 2/ Lién lac véi Nhat vé nhiing
van dé lién quan dén hoc sinh, sinh vién va thanh nién.

30/7/1945:

* Ha-ngi: Tran Trong Kim ky Nghi dinh bé nhiém Hgi vién Héi dong thanh
phé Ha-ngi va Hai-phong.

Ha-ngi: Nguyén Duy Thanh, Nguyén Binh Thu, Nguyén Vin Huyén, Bui
Tuwong Chiéu, Phing Nhw Cwong, Tran Vin Tiu, Ngd Tir Ha, Nguyén Cao
Luyén, Ngb Bang Giuc, Nguyén Hiru Kha, Nguyén Vin Vién, Biii Nhw Uyén,
Hoang [Minh] Giam, Nguy Nhw Kontum, Tran Van Gidap, Pao Trong Kim,
Nguyén Vin Phiic, Nguyén Vin La. (D khuyét: Hoang Cung, Vii Binh Lién,
Pham Khdc Qudng, Vieong Céc Pao, Bui Ngoc Hoan)

Hdai-phong: Bach Thai Tong, Nguyén Son Ha, Nguyén Vin Xudn, Vi Huyén
Puc, Nguyen Van Tin, Nguyen Van Trang, Vi Van Huyén, Nguyen Hiru Tqo,
Nguyén Van Tinh, Neguyén Vian Minh, Pham Kim Kinh, Nguyén Pic Loi,
Pham Hoan, Vii Vin Ban. (Dw khuyét: Hoang Tich Minh, Tran Vin Loi,
Tran Xuan Lan, Hoang Ngoc Béach, Pham Vin Tam)

Ngoai ra, con bé nhiém: Lé Vian Lan va Tran Quang Cdn lam Gidm doc va
Phé Gidm doc Nha Liém Phong, Lé Tai Trwong va Nguyén Dodn Vieong coi
S¢ Thong tin & Tuyén truyén; Nguyén Van Huyén lam Hiéu truong trieong
Pai hoc Ha-ngi; Nguy Nhw Kontum, Gidm doc Pai hoc x& Ha-ngi; Pai iy
Vi Van Thu va Thiéu Gy Nguyén Van Yén, Giam doc va Phé Gidm doc so
Bao An; Nguyén Vin Xung coi S¢ Kiém soat tai chinh; va, Nguyén Vin
Khoét, S¢ Kho Bac ¢ Bac Bé. (Hung Viét, 2/18/1945).

- Kim con ky Ngh; dinh céch 16t chize fréc, pham ham cia Bé chanh héi hueu
Bui Tién Mai. Mai, quan lang Lac Hiép, huyén Thu Tri, tinh Thai-binh,
trueoc Kia tung phan bgi VNODD. (Hung Viét, 6/8/1945).



* Tokyo: Co quan théng tan Domei cia Nhdt loan tin Cuong Dé dang trén
duwong vé Viet Nam, do loi1 moi cua Bao Dai. Cuong Dé sé nam chire Co Mat
Vién truong.

31/7/1945: Truong Béi Cong (Nguyén Van Chiéu) chét bénh ¢ Con Minh.
Truwong Trung Phung 18n nam Viét Céch.

Luc luong vao khoang 500 nguoi, dong ¢ Bao Lac (200) va Pan Cra (100).
Tai Bao Lac con cb cuu Thuong si Luong va 600 linh ddo ngii cua dao quan
Séguin. (CP 192).

1/8/1945: Poc ly Tran Vin Lai cho lénh ddp phd cdc twong Phap ¢ Ha-ngi.
Trong sé ndy c6 twong Paul Bert (1890), Jean Dupuis, Dam Xoé (Liberté) ¢
cita Nam (1887), dai ky niém linh khé xanh, kho do [dai tir s7 1914-1918].
Pong thoi ku goi quyén gép xdy treng cac anh hung dan tgc.

1/8/1945: * Sai-gon: Tran Vin An ra nhdt bdo Hung Viét.

Toa sogn ddt tai 89 bis dwong Verdun, Sai-gon. Gia ban 25 xu mét sé. Ludn
diéu "Viét-Nhdr d@é hué." [Xem bai "Hung Viét thanh minh™ va nhéing bai
khac ¢ nhitng sé sau]

An va Kha Vang Can ciing thanh lap Viét Nam Chdan Hung Hoi. (Hung Viét,
7/8/1945).

* Tokyo: Nhgat hoang gui dién van chuc mung Thu twong U Bamaw cua
Burma nhéan dip Ky niém hai nam doc lap. (Hung Viét, 2/8/1945).

2/8/1945: Nguyén Mgnh Ha, Chanh s¢ Kinh té Bdac Bg, dwoc kiém chirc
Tong Thanh tra Lao déng (Hung Viet, 9/8/1945).

3/8/1945: Hué: Kim tir Ha-ndi vé, mang theo tin ming 1& Nhdr dong y trd
Nam ky cho triéu dinh Hué. Hop Héi dong Bé trueng. Tran Vin Chirong
muon tranh cong. Nam va Khanh, réi Thi muén xin tir chirc. (Hoé 1987:47-
9).

* Ha-ngi: Poc Iy Lai hop béo.

Cho biét gia gao da bat dau ha tir ngay 2/8; dwong pho ban thiu vi bon dn
may; dan ching khéng chju vao ham trl dn khi cé bdo déng. Tuyén bo tir
ngay 15/8 sé thang tay tring tri nhiing ké bdt tuan lénh. (Hung Viét,
6/8/1945).

- P6i tén dwong pho, Cau va cdac cong vién: Vieon Béch thi thanh Lam-son;
Cong vién Paul Bert thanh Thang-long, René Robin thanh Doc Lap; do hoi
(rond-point) Puginier trwéc Phi Toan quyén thanh Ba-dinh, cau Doumer
thanh cdu Long Bién, v.. v... Gii nguyén tén Cong vién Pasteur va
Alexandre de Rhodes.



* Sai-gon: Bdo Huwng Viét trich dang "Mét bike tho ciia Pirc Ky Ngogi hau
Cuong Dé," dé ngay 20/5/1945. Theo PBé, muc dich cua 6ng la khoi phuc
déc lap cho Té Qudc, muwu hanh phic cho dan tgc chir khong vi ngoi daé
vieong. Kéu goi moi ngu’O’I phai yém tro Nippon (Nhat) chéng lai "mai lo"
Anh-My. Cung trong so bao nay, An viét bai "Tién Lén," kéu goi moi nguroi
hy sinh gitp Nhdt va gitp nén déc ldp cia Viét Nam.

Chu Nhdt, 5/8/1945: Chinh phz Kim chinh thzzc xin te chizc. (Hoe 1987:52)
* Mat-sco-va: Stalin va Molotov vé téi Nga.

6/8/1945: Bom nguyén tiz "Thang Gay" [Thin Man] né ¢ Hiroshima. 66,000
ngueoi chét.

* Hué: Bdo Pai dong Y cho chinh pha Kim tir chize, nhing Kim diwroc 1y 1ap
Ngi cac mai. (Hoe, 1987:53)

* Ha-ngi: Trung Gy Nguyén Vin Thao lam Truwong ty Cdnh sat Ha-ngi.
Nhiém chure trong ngay. (Hung Viét, 10/8/1945).

7/8/1945: Tién si Yoshio Nishina bdo cdo cho Tokyo biét trai bom né ¢
Hiroshima la bom nguyén tu.

- Yoshizawa Kenkichi dwoc cir vao Vién Khu Mdt, thay thé Ti fwéc Ishii
Kikujiro, méi chét. (Hung Viét, 9/8/1945)

* Viét Nam: Bao chi chinh thu#c loan tin Chinh phu Kim ter chite, nhung
dwoc lvu nhiem,

13/3/1945: Nam Vang: Sihanouk tuyén bo dgc ldp. Kubota lam cé van.
20/3/1945: Mién thanh Igp chinh phz mai.

Gom ¢ Ung Hy (Tai chinh), Norodom Momana (Kinh té), Mean Nui (Giao
thong), Ter Sen (Qudc phong va Tiép té), Chan Nak (Tw phdp), Sum Hieng
(Néoi vu), va Var Kamel (Ton giao va van hoa) (L'Action, 22/3/1945).

7/8/1945: * Ha-ngi: Bao Tinh Tién loan tin Hoang Minh Giam, tét nghiép
truong Pai hoc, duoc cur lam truong ty lién lac Viét-Nhat tai Phi Kham sai
Bac Bg. (Tinh Tién [Ha-ngi], sé 19 [7/8/1945]).

Cha Nhdt, 8/8/1945: Phan Huy Quadt, Y si, lam Péng 1y van phong ciia Thi
Tuong Kim.,

- T6n Quang Phiét mdc néi Pham Khdac Hoe, yéu cau xUi Bdo Pai thodi vi
(Hoé 1982:62; 1987:56-9).

*7/8/1945: Tuyén-quang: Bé dgi Viét Minh ldy tén la Qudn déi Giai Phéng.

Chu Nhat, 8/8/1945:



* Mat-sco-va, 17G00: Ngoai truong Molotov gap Pai sir Nhdt Sato, tuyén
bo ké tir ngay 9/8/1945, Lién SO sé ¢ vao tinh trang chién tranh véi Nhdt.
Trong khi dé, tai M&n Chau, Hong quan 6 at tién ddanh qudn Nhat.

9/8/1945: Bom nguyén tiz "Thang Béo" [Fat Man], dé vinh danh Churchill,
roi xuong Nagasaki.

Thii twéng Suzuki Kantaro dé nghi tudn theo tuyén cdo Potsdam, nhung phe
chui chién chuea chiu khudt phuc. [Xem 15/8/1945]

* Ha-ngi: Theo bdo Hung Viét, ra ngay 9/8/1945, Phan Ké Togi bé nhiém
mét s6 nguoi méi dé cam dau Ty Cong An Bdc B.

Vii Quéc Théng, Tri huyén Tuw Phdp, lam Ty truéng Chinh tri; Pham Manh
Hau, Ty truong Hinh vu; Vi Dinh Khoa, Ty truong Mdt Tham, Lé Van Khoa,
Ty truong ly lich.

10/8/1945:* Tokyo, 15G00: Nhdt hoang Hirohito nho Thuy Dién 1am trung
gian xin ngung ban.

* Ha-ngi: Nhdt tang cwong phong thi Ha-ngi.

Bdo chi ding tuyén cdo cam binh pham thai cugc, va canh céo 1a sé tring
tri nhiing hanh vi pha hoai trat tu chung. (L'Action, 10/8/1945; CMTT, 1:32).
* Mién: Son Ngoc Thanh lgp chinh phu.

Chi Nhdt, 12/8/1945: Ha-ngi: Phong trao Phung Sir Quéc Gia cua Tran
Vian Cwong va Pdang Buc Hinh t6 chirc biéu tinh, hé hao doan keét.
(CMTT,1:33; Pdo, 248).

12/8/1945:* Hué: TT Kim khdng moi dwoc nguwoi tham gia chinh phi méi.
Hoé héi Bdo Paqi: "CO Ié ngai khéng nén cho nude dén chan méi nhay?"
(Hoé 1982:63).

14/8/1945: Nhdt trd Nam bg cho trieu dinh Hué. Bdo Dai tuyén b hiy hoa
woc 1862 va 1884. Bé nham Nguyén Van Sam lam Khdm sai Nam Ky. (Du
s6 108, 14/8/45; Sai Gon, 17/8/1945).

14/8/1945: * Ha-ngi: Cac bao loan tin Héi dong Tir van Bdac Ky sé hgi vao
ngay 17/8 vi "chinh phu can biét rd Y muén nhdn ddan, dé hanh dong véi dan
nguyén." (CMTT, 1:34).

- Bdo DPéng Phdp loan tin Nguyén Thé Nghiép, Nguyén Ngoc Son va
Nhurong Téng rut khéi Tong bé VNODP.

Ly do la c6 chan trong Mdt trgn Dai Viét Qudc Gia Lién Minh. _(Dao, 248)
15/8/1945: * Hué: Tran Van Chwong, Pham Quynh va Nguyén Duy Quang
hop mdt véi Bdo Pai ¢ Pién Kién Trung. (Hoé, 1982:63; 1987:60). Budi tdi,
Hoe gap Nam ban chuyén xai Bdo Dqi thoai vi. [Xem thém 28/12/1945]
15/8/1945: * Ha-ngi: Phan Ké Toqi ra hiéu triéu phdi ciong quyét bao vé
déc 1dp. Nhdt tra dinh Toan quyén ¢ Ha Ngi cho Viét Nam.

14/8/1945: * Sai-gon: Mgt Trdn Quéc Gia Thong Nhit ra doi; gom Hoa
Hdo, Cao Pai, Tinh P Cw Si, Lién Podan Céng Chirc, Thanh Nién Tién



Phong, V...v... Hat nhan cuia té chirc nay 1a Viét Nam Quéc Gia Pdc Ldp
Pang cia nhém Ho Van Nga, Nguyén Vin Sam, Tran Vian An v.. v... [Xem
18/8/1945]

15/8/1945: * Sai-gon: Tran Quang Vinh va Hupynh Phl Sé cong bé tuyén
ngdn chung: bdr twong xdm pham VA tdn tim twong tro. (Sai Gon,
15/8/1945).

Ther SAu, 17/8/1945: * Hué: Bdo Pai chii toa budi hop chinh pha TT Kim.
Ther Sau, 17/8/1945: Tran Vian Chwong doc ban di thdo Théng diép gur
Truman, vua Bri-tén George VI (1936-1952), Tuong Gidi Thach va de
Gaulle. (Hog, 1987:61-2)

Thir Sau, 17/8/1945: - Bdo Pai dong ¥ moi Viét Minh Idp néi cac Dy 105.
(Hoé 1987:63)

That Sau, 17/8/1945: - Bdo Pgi sai Phan Anh ra Bdc tiép xtc Viét Minh.
Pham Khdac Hoé viét xong ban tuyén bé: "Mudn cung cé nén déc ldp cua
nueée nha va bao vé quyen loi cua dan tgc, Tram san sang hy sinh vé tat ca
cac phuong di¢n. Tram dé hanh phic cia dan Viét Nam 1én trén ngai vang
cua Tram. Tram wung lam dan mét nuée doc \dp hon lam vua mdt nueéc nd
1o

Ther Sau, 17/8/1945: * Sai-gon: Bdo Sai Gon ding tuyén bo hiy bé Hoa woc
1862 va 1874 cua Bdo Dai; va Du bé nhiém Nguyén Vin Sam lam Kham sai
Nam ky. (Du 108, 14/8/1945)

17/8/1945:* Djakarta: Indonesia tuyén bé déc lap.

Soekarno lam Thu turong.

Ther Bay, 18/8/1945: Bdo Sai Gon dang "Tuyén Ngon" cua Mat Tran Quoc
Gia Thong Nhuzt (thanh lap ngay 14/8/1945).

Gom: Viét Nam Qudc Gia Béc Ldp Pdng; Thanh Nién Tién Phong;
Nhom Tri thiec; Lién Podan Cong Chuc; Tinh Do Cu Si; Phat Gido Hoa Hdao;
Cao Pai Gido. Khau hiéu: Chéng dé quéc Phap; Chong nan ngoai xam;
Bado vé tri an; Bai tri phan dong.

- K&u goi moi ngwoi tham du I€ tuyén thé cia Thanh Nién Tién Phong.

Loan tin Hoang than Pai twéng Higashinuki Maruniko thay thé Pé Poc
Suzuki ngay 16/8/1945. (L'Action, 17-18/8/1945).

Ther hai, 20/8/1945: Mét thu ngo kéu goi Tong Khoi Nghia dwroc dan ¢ Hué.
Bdo Pai noi véi Hoé: "Néu qua thue nguoi cam dau Viét Minh 1a "Thanh
Nam Ban" thi Tram san sang thodi vi ngay." (Hoé, 1982:65).

Ther hai, 20/8/1945: - Bdo Pai Quti thu cho de Gaulle. (INF, 133/1207).
[Xem thém ngay 23/8/1945].

Thar Tie, 22/8/1945: Viét Minh ha co vang, treo treo co dd, sao vang ¢ Hué.
Thir Niam, 23/8/1945: Thanh bg Viét Minh "Nguyén Tri Phuwong" [Hué] ra
toi hdu thie bét Béo Dai tir chitc.



Ngueoi nhdn thie la Nguyén Xudn Dwong, Chanh van phong B Ngi Vu
[ciia Tran Dinh Nam]. Hoé dén san vdn déng Hué, gap Té Hizu, thdng béo
Bdo Pai dong y. (Hoé, 1982:65).
24/8/1945: * Hué: Bdo Pai quri dién vin cho UBNDCM Bdc Bé loan tin tor
chizc. (CQ, 27/8/1945).

Chui Nhdt, 19/8/1945: * Sai-gon: Hé Van Nga, lanh tu Viét Nam Quéc Gia
bPée Lap, 1am Quyen Kham Sai Nam Bg [cho téi ngay 22/8/1945]. (Dan Béo,
21/8/1945).
Thit Tw, 22/8/1945: * Sai-gon: Bdo Sai Gon ding thw Bdo Pai gui Tong
thong Truman.
Kham sai Sam tir Hué vé téi Sai Gon. (Dan Bao, 23/8/1945).
Thir Nam, 23/8/1945: * Sai-gon: Bdao Sai Gon dang thw Bdo Dai gui de
Gaulle va dan chang Phap.
Ngodi ra thiét gidp ham Richelieu dd dwoc \énh doi huéng sau khi ghé
Ceylon. Pong thoi, de Gaulle khuyén nguroi Phdp binh tinh, doi co héi thudn
tien hon.
Thie Nam, 23/8/1945: * Hué: Bdao Pai quri dién vin cho UBNDCM Bdc Bj
loan tin ter churc. (CQ, 27/8/1945).
Thir Nam, 23/8/1945: * Sai-Gon: Biéu tinh ung hé Kham sai Nguyén Vin
sam.
- Bui toi: Thanh Nién Tien Phong nga theo Viét Minh.
Mgt trong nhiing ly do la ai nay déu So bi pong Minh bugc tgi than
Nhdt. Hon nita, da sé dang vang vdt con sot doc |ap, quyét danh Phdp dén
cung.
- Hupnh Tdn Phéat xay mét ky dai bang gé ngay giiza trung tam thanh pho,
trén do néu lén danh tinh Lam 1y Hanh Chanh Nam BJ.
Nguyén Vin Tran, bi danh Bay Trdn, Uy Déng, lam Gidm doc Quac
Gia Tur Vé Cugc mien Nam (1995:95). Phu td ¢6 Tur Bi, lo vé Phép kiéu,
Kiéu Tan Ldp, lo vé Nhdt, va Cao Pdng Chiém, lo vé néi vu (1995:98).
23/9/1945: Di tan khoi sé6 65 MacMahon, vé Chg Bém (1995:99). Pham
Hung dwoc cir lam Pho.
Tran sinh ngay 21/3/1914 tai Cho Pém, Che-lén. M6 cdi cha tir nam
7 tudi, nhung me, V6 Thi Puc, 1a mér dién chu giau co. 1937: Viét béo
Le Peuple (nguyén la L'Avant Garde, doi tén theo lénh Honel). Puroc Ha
Huy Tdp "phong"” lam tac gia "Ai chia ré nhom La Lutte” (1995:43),
dang trén Kich bong, réi xuat ban thanh sach; "Céng San la gi?"
(1995:49); va, bai "Notre Déclaration” trén to Le Peuple ngay 4/9/1939
(1995:39). 1939: Tron vé Cho Pém, roi lén Pa-lat. 1943: Nguyén Vin
Tran gap Tran Van Giau. (Cé tin Nguyén Vin Trdn, qua trung gian



Prochérious, phé Giam déc Canh sat Nam ky, dan xép cho Tran Vin
Gidu vuot nQuc Ba Rd dé hop tac véi "Phap méi;" Hira Hoanh 1995,
IV:24-26). 1946: Nguyén Vin Trdn thay Hupnh Phan Hé lam Tuw Iénh
Khu 9 sau khi Hg chét trgn ¢ Chdc Bing; réi xuong lam Phé cho
Trwong Van Giau (Viét Cho Me Va Quac Hai 1995:109).

Chung tdi lam bao (1977); Cho Hém Qué Toi (1985); Chuyén Trong
Vieon Ly (?); Viéet Cho Me Va Qudéc Hai (1995).
Thur Bay, 25/8/1945: Viét Minh biéu tinh 1on ¢ Sai Gon.
Nguyén Vin Sam trao chinh quyén cho Tran Vin Gidu.
Lam 4y hanh chanh gom cé: Giau, Chu tich; Dwong Bach Mai; Nguyén
Vin Tao; Hupnh Van Tiéng; Ngd Tdan Nhon; Pham Ngoc Thach. [Xem
thém 8/9/1945]
Thit Bdy, 25/8/1945: * Hué: Uy Ban Nhan dan Cach Mang thanh ldp ldc
5 gio chiéu. (CQ, 27/8/45).
Chiéu thodi vi va chiéu gui Hoang téc cua Bdo Pai xudt hién & Phii Vin
Lau. (Hoe, 1982:66).

Chapter IX

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 1945 REVOLUTION:

THE EMPIRE OF VIETNAM (MARCH - AUGUST 1945)(*)

(*) A large portion of this chapter has been developed to the essay
"The Other Side of the 1945 Vietnamese Revolution: The Empire of Viet-
Nam (March-August 1945)" in the Journal of Asian Studies, vol XLV: 2
(February 1986).

Japan's goals in suppressing the Decoux administration were two-
fold: First, to liquidate French troops, armed police and Gaullist
activists, whose presence would have posed considerable difficulties to
Japanese authorities in the case of an Allied invasion of the Asian
mainland, which was widely anticipated at that time. Second, the
Japanese hoped to strengthen the defense of Indochina, both by
acquiring direct control of the colony and by soliciting support from the
Indochinese peoples, who were to be given a sort of "conditional
independence."(1) From the Japanese point of view, therefore, the issue
of independence of the Indochinese states was only secondary to their
strategic goals.

1. IMTFE, Exhibit 661 (3:7,168).



In the case of Viet Nam, the Japanese originally intended to grant
independence only to Bao Dai's "Annam." Tonkin and Cochinchina—
where Japan's two strategic centers, Hanoi and Saigon, were located—
were originally under direct Japanese control. In late April, the coming
to power of the Suzuki administration in Japan, together with the
establishment of Tran Trong Kim's government in Hue, signaled Japan's
first step toward granting Viet-Nam territorial independence. Tonkin
was renamed "Bac Bo" [Northern Region] and attached to Kim's
government in Hue, under the command of a new Imperial
Commissioner. It was not until June-July that Japan was prepared to
grant Viet Nam full independence and territorial unification.

Even so, the Tran Trong Kim government, which came to power on
April 17, 1945, was given a large degree of autonomy so long as Japan's
strategic goals were not jeopardized. Kim and his ministers, therefore,
could carry out a partial revolution from above, stimulating a political
break from France, sponsoring the organization of various youth groups
and encouraging political commitment, which were significant
contributions to the August Revolution itself. Kim's government also
carried out the first step in Vietnamizing nearly all administrative,
educational and legislative structures, paving the way for Ho Chi Minh's
more radical programs after September 1945. Historically, Kim's
government was much more significant than the existing scholarship
suggests and deserves a closer examination. The actors in this period
were more than "unfaithful colonized natives" or "Japanese puppets."

1. THE INDEPENDENT KINGDOM OF "ANNAM”:

Prior to March 9, 1945, Yokoyama Masayuki—a Japanese
intelligence expert who was on the American "most wanted" list(2)—
arrived in Hue as the Director of the Indochinese Cultural Center. His
journey was, officially at least, normal. Throughout 1944, he had
traveled around the colony to promote a closed cultural links between
Japan and Indochina, allegedly the main goal of his Cultural Center.(3)
Yokoyama's presence in Hue prior to March 9 was undoubtedly related
to Tsuchihashi's Meigo Operation. As late as February 22, there had
been the fear among several Japanese circles, including the diplomats
and naval officers, that Bao Dai would not respond to Japanese offers of
independence but would rather side with the French Army.(4)

2. Patti, Why Viet-Nam, p. 304.



3. See, for instance, Luc Tinh Tan Van [LTTV] _(Saigon), 25-28 Feb
1944,

4. Kurakami, "Japan's Thrust,” p. 517. This fear appeared to be
substantiated. According to Bishop Antoni Drapier, the Papal Delegate
in Indochina, in early 1945 Bao Dai had asked him to mediate a secret
talk with Paris; CAOM (Aix), HCFI, Conseiller Politique [CP], Carton
125.

Moreover, after the French purge of Ngo Dinh Diem's group in
Annam in 1944, the pro-Japanese Viets in Hue were nearly paralyzed.
As an intelligence expert, Yokoyama could revitalize the pro-Japanese
groups, and, particularly, had an eye on Bao Dai himself.

It is unknown whether Yokoyama had any contact with Bao Dai and
his ministers prior to the military takeover. What can be ascertained
was that on March 8, the eve of the purge, Bao Dai took his wife to
Quang Tri province, north of Hue.(5)

5. Bao Dai, Le Dragon d’Annam (Paris: Plon, 1980), p. 99
[henceforth, Le Dragon].

The Japanese did not want Bao Dai to go hunting during their coup,
and brought him and the Queen back to the Royal Citadel, where their
safety would be secured under Japanese protection because fighting was
in progress.(6)

6. Nippon Times (14 March 1945).

The next morning, Yokoyama visited him in the Citadel and
successfully convinced Bao Dai to collaborate with the Japanese.
Several hours later, Bao Dai convened a Court meeting that gave
unanimous support to his proclamation of independence from France.(7)

7. Pham Khac Hoe, "Con Rong An-Nam phun ra ban chat phan boi
va toi ac tay troi cua Bao Dai [Le Dragon d’ Annam Lays Bare Bao
Dai’s Traitorous Nature and Towering Crimes] in Tap Chi Cong San
[Review of Communism], vol. XXVII, No.11 (Nov 1982), pp. 59-61
[henceforth, “Bao Dai"] ; Idem, Tu trieu dinh Hue den chien khu Viet
Bac [From the Hue Court to the North Viet Resistance Zone] (Hanoi:
1983), pp. 9-16 [henceforth Tu trieu dinh]. The true author of Bao Dai’s
memoirs incorrectly states that this meeting took place at 11:00 AM on
Tuesday, March 11, 1945.



The text of this proclamation of independence deserved special
attention.(8)

8. Bao Dai, Le Dragon, pp. 101-5; Nippon Times (14 March 1945).
According to a Japanese source, the author of this declaration was
Yokoyama; Nitz "Meigo Sakusen,” p 311-15. This is plausible
considering the fact that the Japanese reporters of the Military Press
Corps dispatched their report on Bao Dai's declaration on March 11.

First, whether intentionally or not, it referred only to "Annam"—a
term that might be interpreted as either the "protectorate of Annam" (the
Central region), or the former Kingdom of Dai Nam (all three regions).
Second, the proclamation only abrogated the June 6, 1884 treaty—which
recognized the French "protection"™ of Tonkin and Annam—while
completely ignoring the treaties of June 5, 1862 and March 15, 1874
concerning the status of Cochinchina and other conventions regarding
ceded territories as the cities of Hanoi, Hai Phong and Tourane (Da
Nang). Finally, Bao Dai's declaration of independence was
accompanied by a declaration of dependence on or interdependence
with Japan:(9)

9. Nippon Times (11 March 1945).

Hereafter, the Kingdom of Annam will endeavor to bring about the
development of the country as a free state and at the same time exert its
utmost to live up to the principles expounded in the joint Declaration of
the Greater East Asiatic Nations. In order to achieve these aims, the
Annamese kingdom will extend all-out cooperation to Japanese Empire
with sincere faith in the true intention of Japan.

Bao Dai's true role in the Japanese plan, thus, was similar to his job
during French rule—a royal symbol without any substantial power.
However, facing the rising nationalist trend inside Viet-Nam, the
Japanese decided to repaint Bao Dai's facade. As a result, to his office
director's astonishment, on March 17, Bao Dai— whose knowledge of
romanized Vietnamese was very superficial—handed the latter a written
note, instructing him that he was to assume direct control of state affairs,
based on the Chinese Mencius’s principle of dan vi qui [the most
precious thing is the people].(10) Two days later, the former ministers
resigned. Bao Dai was then free to search for new men with talent and
virtue [tai duc].



10. Hoe, "Bao Dai," p. 60. Dan vi Qui—one of Mencius teachings—
was certainly not Bao Dai's “new" reign-name. The word “hieu’ in
Ngay Nay (5 May 1945) means "motto” or "banner" [khau hieu].

In Tonkin, the Japanese temporarily retained the status quo of a
"mixed colony-protectorate.” On the afternoon of March 11, a
Provisional Political Committee of Dai Viet [Great Viet] was created,
together with the announcement of the merger of various political
groups into the Great Viet National Alliance. This merger had been
accomplished on February 22, 1945 to prepare for Japan's liquidation
of the French. Its central organs included a twelve-member Directive
Committee, presided over by Nguyen Xuan Tieu, leader of the Great Viet
Social Nationalist, and another twelve-member Consultative Committee
to manage the paramilitary Volunteers Corps (with a strength of about
1,500 men in Bac Bo) and other civil and military affairs.(11)

11. Nippon Times (17 and 18 March 1945); L'Action (Hanoi) 19
March 1945; Dan Ba [Women] {Hanoi) Nos. 278-81 {6 April 1945). The
Great Viet National Alliance was also known as Great Viet Nationalist
Association [Dai Viet Quoc Dan Hoi]. Its official organ was Hai Phong,
under the editorship of Nguyen The Nghiep, a former VNQDD leader
who had surrendered to the French in June 1935 in Shanghai. (CAOM
(Aix) INF, c. 370/d.2967).

NGUYEN THE NGHIEP (1906-1945)

x Truong Nguyén Minh

Sinh ngay 3/6/1906 tai lang Pong Tu, huyén Duyén Ha, tinh Thai
Binh. Bé 1a Chanh quan trong qudn déi Phdp. Pdu bang Thanh chung,
thu ky cho Phap. Sang lap viéen VNQODD.

12/1928: Chu tich Ban Hanh Phap VNQDD.

2/7/1929: Bj két dn 10 nam cam co; nhung dwoc Jules Bride phong
thich vao dau thang 8/1929 dé di bat Nguyen Thai Hoc va Xi& Nhu.
7/1929: Tron qua Ho Khau, Van Nam. Nho mét co quan Tin lanh gidi
thiéu 1én Con Minh (Van Nam Phu), nhung vi khéng biét tiéng Trung
Hoa, Muc su Woods khéong sir dung duwoc.

- Tro lai Ho Khau, gap Nguyén Kim Ng# va Dwong Tw Thanh
(Thanh da qua Vin Nam mua sung, nhung khong thanh cong).

- Ldp Ban Hdi Ngoai VNODD ¢ Van Nam. Nong cot c6 Ngi# va Pdo
Chu Khdi (lic do dang o A-mi Chau).



3/1930: Dwong Tiw Thanh tré lai Ho Khau, ¢ nha Ngé. Thoi gian
nay, VNODD hai ngogi ¢ Nghiép, Ngir, Khai va Thanh. Khoang 300
can bo.

9/1930: Vii Van Giang (Vii Hong Khanh) qua téi Trung Hoa.

15/9/1930: Nghiép roi Van Nam qua Bhamo, Mién Pién, gom 15
nguoi.

5/1931-4/1933: B; t0 vi v m sat Nguyén Kim Ngiz.

22/6/1935: Xin ra dau thli véi Phap ¢ Thwong Hadi.

1/7/1935: C6 mét nguoi TH cua tod 1anh sw Thuong Hdi tiép xUc.
29/9/1936: Puoc khoan hong (INF, c. 370/d.2967).

1936: Cung L& Thanh V; toan té chize VNODP tai Bdc Ky, nhung
khdng thanh cong.

1939-1940: Séng tai Tuyén Quang.

26/6/1940: Catroux ky nghi dinh an tri tai Tuyén Quang (JOIF,
52:53, 3/7/1940, tr. 1905).

2/1945: Cung nhém Nguyén Xuan Tiéu, Nguyén Tuong Long,
Truong Tir Anh, Ngé Thic Pich, Bii Nhw Uyén, Nguyén Ngoc Son,
Nhwong Tong, Nguyén Pdang Pé, Nguyén Xudn Duwong tirc Lac Long
thanh Idp Pai Viét Quac Gia Lién Minh ¢ mién Bdc.

5/5/1945: Ra Hai Phong Nhdt Béo.

9/1945: B; Viét Minh bat giit. Sau dé, mat tich. C6 tin 1a b cat cé,
réi ném xac xuéng song.

Prominent leaders like Truong Tu Anh, Nguyen Tuong Long, Nguyen
Xuan Chu and Le Toan began to reappear. Pham Dinh Cuong, former
President of the Japanese-sponsored Viet Nam New Legitimate Party
which had been disbanded by the French in 1942, was released from the
Hanoi prison and became a Counselor of the Office for the Liberation of
Political Prisoners.(12)

12. L'Action {Hanoi), 4 April 1945.

Leaders of youth organizations previously sponsored by the
Japanese like Vo Van Cam (Patriotic Youths) and Le Ngoc Vu (Youths
for the National Revolution) also emerged on the political stage.(13)

13. Le Ngoc Vu was also the editor of the weekly Dan Moi [New
People], published in Hanoi.

However, on March 19, the Provisional Political Committee of Dai
Viet ceased its function. The next day, the Japanese Resident Superior,
Nishimura Kumao, convened a meeting of all Vietnamese provincial
mandarinal-governors in Hanoi and ordered them to continue their



functions. To facilitate his task, Nishimura also convened the old
French-created Consultative Council, including the most influential and
Francophile mandarins. Among them were Hoang Trong Phu, former
governor of Ha Dong province, adjacent to Ha Noi, Vi Van Dinh and
Luong Van Phuc.(14)

14. L’Action (Hanoi), 21 March 1945.

Attorney Tran Van Chuong was given the chair of President of the
Hanoi Appeal Court. In Cochinchina, immediately after March 9, 1945,
all political leaders expected swift independence and territorial
unification. Ho Nhut Tan, head of the Party of Viethamese Patriots,
declared on March 10:(15)

In the immense territory of Greater East Asia, under the shining
leadership of Dai Nippon, the Vietnamese people, with all their strength,
will construct a new nation based on the principle of equality and
freedom.

15. Tan A [New Asia], No.53; cited by Doan Them, Hai muoi nam,
p.4.

Meanwhile, Saigon was animated by various demonstrations and
ceremonies to celebrate independence, to appreciate Japan's purge
[getting rid] of the French and the like. All pro-Japanese leaders,
including Ho Van Nga (1905-1945), head of the Party for National
Independence of Viet-Nam,(16) and chiefs of religious sects moved out
of the shadows to the center of the political stage.

16. Ho Van Nga came to France on a government fellowship in 1921.
In 1930, however, he was deported to Viet Nam because he refused to
resign the post of Secretary of the "radical™ Association of Indochinese
Students in Paris; CAOM (Aix), AMIRAUX, d. 51433. According to Tran
Van An, Nga's Party for National Independence of Viet Nam was a
merger of the Viet-Nam National Party, founded on March 10 by
members of the former parties Vietnamese People's Unified Party for
Revolution [NDTNCMD] and the Legitimate National Party of Viet-Nam
[Viet-Nam Quoc Gia Chanh Dang]. See An, Viet-Nam truoc thoi cuoc
chuyen huong [Viet-Nam Before the Changing Situation] (Saigon: Doi
Moi, 1971), pp.218-19.

The Japanese, however, soon made clear that their definition of
"independence” was severely limited. On March 29, 1945, Governor



Minoda Fujio insisted that no one should misunderstand the fact that

Cochinchina was under Japanese military authority and that the

independence of Viet Nam would depend on the outcome of the war.(17)
17. L'Action (Hanoi), 31 March 1945.

The only significant change in Cochinchina was Japan's partial
"Vietnamization"” of the administrative structures. On April 2,
Vietnamese officials were elevated to the posts of provincial chiefs
previously reserved for their French superiors or such convinced
collaborators as Nguyen Van Tam.(18)

18. Nguyen Van Tam was the only Vietnamese provincial chief
owing to his special zeal in crushing the Communist revolt in late 1940.
Tam was to become Bao Dai's Premier in 1953.

This Vietnamization project apparently did not progress as fast as
the Vietnamese expected. Misunderstanding Japan's true intention,
some radical intellectuals, including Ho Ta Khanh and his Van Lang
group,(19) had formed a Federation of Technicians and Civil Servants
to demand the immediate replacement of all French employees.(20)
However, the Japanese pointedly ignore their requests.

19. Ho Ta Khanh and other "returnees from France" published the
weekly Van Lang in Saigon in the late 1930's. (See chapt I) In late 1940,
this periodical was temporarily closed down because its editors and
collaborators were allegedly involved in the affair of the NDTNCMD.
The Van Lang group was then also involved in the affair of Pham Dinh
Cuong's Viet Nam New Legitimate Party. In our conversations, however,
Khanh insisted that French police fabricated these allegations. His
information is unreliable. Also see notes 44, 61 and 95.

20. L'Action (Hanoi), 29 March 1945.






