Qs BAoBE. METaATIH?

RALWIELSL 1A

HHEEOET. WBRAKENEPTRRATTH?

®. \Whatis the largest annual event in your country? '/

I = B Wwh

20 Bz A BRVNTIALL

04 IS1BA RALH5ELSLU Iz Iz 1= . = Y X
‘3’«38 HEQEHRTEICOWT, (%275, MEBRNZHNGEE, BWTERBITZIZENTES,

Can listen to and understand what to do and what to eat, etc. for annual events in Japan.

BN -riEn#iE

Preparation for the words

HLWUOA &) o) {0} FoO&L30 E3p) o &>

b.ADH (1 B2 BEH) cORBREJ CBHA3H)

I

JreteNr v USHD &

ety (7B 78)

(1) RERBNSHEFLLS.

Listen while looking at the illustrations.

(2) BWTEVELES, @) 0s-01

Listen and repeat the words.

(3) HUT. a-f MSEPELES, @) os-02

Listen and choose from a-f.

%}] ,%&2 LQ - W ©The Japan Foundation



~hevs  ERFEEYS—

sQ AEEBATEN?

BE SEsMEELL5,

Listen to the dialogs.

ERcae x50

EHOHHICONT, 4 ADASERLTHET

The four people are each asking questions about seasonal events.

(1) fAoBE O LTERLTLETH. EED af HSBOELES.

Which event is each person asking about? Choose from a-f of Il .

(D @) 09-03 | @ @) 09-04 | (3 @) 09-05 | @ @) 09-06 |

Bdh  F

{ajo1

9

i
,‘mﬂ,w

(2) EARBTERTHEE>TOETH, 7- FHSBUEL &S,

What can be done at the event? Choose from 77-%.

7 ACHEDNSEEL A, FEUEAND Y. BORECHUEITS
T EYEe? 4 B5LELERRD  H.BAEF—NTB
. %ﬁﬁ(ﬁu%&i< 0. BEEts b RREBESS
(D @) 09-03 @ @) 09-04 (3 @) 09-05 @ @) 09-06
ERBTEETD? , , o ,

(3) CERERBLT. HIVEEHEELLS, @) 09:03 ~ @) 09:06

Check the words and listen to the dialogs again.

5

77)JLJ—)L alcohol | EL\ young | BLPNAETD dressup | )_Zjuniorhighschool

@UJ:D*\%) have a blast | LZ\@' always | ;@C“@' spend

%}] ,%&2 LQ - 2 ©The Japan Foundation
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;Qg BAOBIE. AETBATEN?

pa /=t Bp>56<

EicxB
BAEL = o
(1) SEZEWT. [CTERFEEEFELLS, @) 09-07

Listen to the recording and fill in the blanks.

COBTUE. VBERYICEND ?
FEADBR) HzT2 ?

on EAES
Q 'ATI?] F EABEXCESTVELED. =»> X5/~ @
When was AVCIH used?

N5 5p56H<L

(2) BICEE LT, 000aEEE5SEMEEUES, @) 0904 @) 0905

Focus on the expressions used and listen to the dialogs @ and @ again.

%}] ,%&2 LQ - 3 ©The Japan Foundation
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e}

FpiTELYT—

fAZgHATIN?

6@ 2. HIFELTEHTESSEVET

u§§ EREWREORBRIAE LD, E5E il AMECET N TES,

Can talk in simple terms about what you did during vacation, such as the New Year holidays, and how it was, etc.

BN SEEMEELLS,

Listen to the dialog.

L k55007 Ml 37

iaIEHﬁQ&?bl%i‘?bo’C VRA-VIN _{ﬁéi/u [JJIZléS/u#AH:’CnEL’Cb\iTo

After the New Year'’s holidays, Nan-san, Miura-san, and Yamaguchi-san are talking at work.

1

(1)nuwm\zau7r&%mmv§%&%*ab;5°
SHDOPY

%1’1%1’10))\(3\ EBIEHW%IJTEL&LJILD‘ a-h 5 ‘“O“iba::)o 09-08 |

First, listen to the dialog without looking at the script. What did each person do during the New Year’s holidays? Choose from a-h.

=35 Y&dh 1o FA—TAT 41— Con hx

2 BOSEEE~T: b.DVD &= CERICIR T
d. FURT—SURICH12 e BRORREBOECSICTor . RCI3T5 Uk
U
g PEREHIFI h. B U
FUEh Ldan Ld=A

%}] %&2 LQ - 4 ©The Japan Foundation



~hevs  ERTEETS—
sQ

(2) ZRIUTREERHSEEELLS, @) 09-08)

Listen to the dialog again. This time, follow along with the script.

L0 : BHELTEHTESSXNET, /
dlFzx LJZ—EB@?&D

F 1 BIELTEHTESSEVET . CEgy
B BHTESTEVET, DB

New year’s greetings

O: F>3A. BEAKRAE. ESTLREM?

73 BRICEATONBRESDE S BIcFEE Ul

Lo L&(CF 1 Ro—5> RICEELEN. TO<RATNT. U< W LE U,

E3 U hA . Ay ) £310) HAD )

AOBRENE THE< T, BUMIC 3O UARBNELATL .

L B ZNRAETUER.

F e TH REBEALRYICRZ T, EN>7TFo
WoLECBLWELEY LT, BUASETT.

ZE . WLHATLER.

5> SExAR?

B @< PEART>ERTSBEBLTELR,

TH. Do) TETEN>7-TF. DVD bK< SABNELE L.

PELIBE ZEL Coh

WO AlE. SELER(C?

W0 : 2EE. 1 BRHREY £ L. T BRI EE 2. BFE USRI T &0
BB CPEREH TR B BBV, AETUT,
3 PEE>THTTH?
PESL L&dSHD Pl Hia
 BEAICFLECHTBHE,
j—> : 535 ...... °
PEISH W&ED

CEH. ALY, EROBOEBEBANTENSETTFE R,

(3) CERERBLT. 550 BEHEELLS, «) 0908

Check the words and listen to the dialog again.

FLEL

D BO S
ﬁU"T@ ride | ’L\E this year | %ﬁ},ﬁz relative | %i% get together | ’-EEE every year

HBL HL

48 nephew | UZE niece

j%]] %&2 LQ - 5 ©The Japan Foundation



~rev7  ERFEETS—

sQs

fAZgHATIN?

pa/=t=] Bp56<

-YO Ao 3=
N

BAEN x " h -
(1) SEZEEWNT. [CTERBEEFTFELLS, @) 09-09 @) 09-10]

Listen to the recording and fill in the blanks.

D B0 #o )
EMIC3ID =N TUTz,
ceu s nZ

SEEF. 18 ) EL

, \
Q Lo (R3] & EABRGTIN. EABEVNBEEBVET D,

RAES

- i/ - OO
What do UM and 72 mean? What is the difference?

2N £310) =0
WoLLCBLHEL . BUHETT
HL HL EulEE . =WAA
Bl HER RS L. XZETU,
BV B1=<SA #£U7=Lo
ZURIc. EROBOREE EDTTHER.
Q (LE.L\TjEiElat Eh d%{ﬂ*nt%{miﬁ'b\

RAELS

BAED
CNEFTHRLLERIC, HRRNGIETh. = ¥%/-+ 00 0
What do you think is the meaning of the expressions written in the blanks? Have you studied similar
expressions so far?

(2) bﬁjjnfé LT, ::\.,EEEDL\SEIE*iL;;DO 09-08 |

Focus on the expressions used and listen to the dialog again.

%}] ,%&2 LQ - (/) ©The Japan Foundation
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e}

[ 2 | E&%ﬁbt:tcamt%bib;io

Talk about things you did during the holiday.

L&D 0%

BEANKRAG (3. ESTULEEN?
|

f )

(AV4 EDELD D

Pl RTSBEBL TELE. RROREBEDECBHTE £l
et 5) T &
Do TET ENETT REBERUAWICRZT. ENSETT
Fq =717 71— ) D =0
DVDBA<EABNELE Lo WoL&CBUMELEYLT . ZLA>ETT

L J
:

KD o= TI 1,

(1) BEEMEFLES. @) 011 @) 0912

Listen to the dialogs.

(2) YPR—AVTULEL&LS, @) 09-11] @) 09-12]

Shadow the dialogs.

Th 1R (o=} (&7 ICE AT
~

(3) ;Ei 0)17|<3>*I;1_Jféb7'._b‘7é,._,\b\tl:'.bt\ EEEIZ;EbibJ:Do .:.L\T._L\v._tldib‘EIZEuE
b SN EER, EEI’\“%bdzﬁo

Remember what you did during the recent holiday and talk freely. If you do not know what to say in Japanese, try to look it up.

%}] %&2 LQ - 7 ©The Japan Foundation
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sQs

BADBIE, AZTHATIH?

(AR g Wb

AR ->TRETERVLET

S EfoEoBnvhicovt, lEATCLaTES,

Can talk in simple terms about festivals and events in your country.

e 2T
Bl ClFn#ERE

Preparation for the words
E3) x50
[BWPITETTDI L]

[ARZY:N nA

a. &) B c. Rl d. /i—F— TS

(1) RERBHSHEELES, @) 013

Listen while looking at the illustrations.

(2) BUTELELES, @) os-13

Listen and repeat the words.

(3) BULT. a-g HEEUELES. 09-14 |

Listen and choose from a-g.

%}] ,%&2 LQ - 8 ©The Japan Foundation
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sQ AEEBATEN?

BE SEsMEELL5,

Listen to the dialog.

£ 50 L/u’k.\/v rich

“Eigs %% B 71—, O

L&A <l

Eﬁfbl@%% Dl gou\’cnﬁ LTWET,

The four people are at a New Year's party of the International Exchange
Association. They are talking about festivals in their countries.

(1) Ehﬁa TIH

What kind of festivals?

E3e) Z5
1. EABEUTITH. a-d BSBUFLLS,
What kind of festivals? Choose from a-d.
p

ERUE & 2
a.WimBaITDEY b,

ABOER cEUZRZOSHN  d kDEFEY

2. LOHRNETH. 7- ITHSBUELLS,

When are the festivals celebrated? Choose from 77-T.

~

LA ) no . 573\ ‘

L 7.4 4. 98~2H8 . ZE" TI. Ekd:o? )
D& i @VvI5—y @UNSY @ITURTR
(b @) (91) (AYREZYP) (F4UEY)

09-15 @) 09-17 @) 09-18 |

1. ERBEY?
2. 1D?

(2) 53LEER=ELES,

Listen to the dialog again.

1. @AETBESoTVETH, a-e HSRUELLS,

What is done at the festivals? Choose from a-e.

~
PLHVY &£ TS5 ARz nx

a. BARAICITS b, ) \—F4—%TS Ci‘fhﬁﬁ‘ﬂe‘:ﬁfﬁ% d. EHA(L_}FE‘% e7J<7a?7‘J‘DL

Bl & Z5 BIE W 1:\
2. AZBRFTH, 7-IMSEVFLLS, ABHE>TLRVNEER. [—] ZEZFULLS,
What is eaten? Choose from 77-I. Write ' if it is not mentioned.

B =B
AN VAV 1.8F D BEOREEE

GUNSY @IVRT R

@) 09-17 | @) 09-18 |

1. fiizg3? :
2. fizE~z?

%}] %\&2 LQ - Q ©The Japan Foundation
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;Qg BAOBIE. AETBATEN?

(3) CERERBLT, HIVEEHEELLS, @) 0915 ~ @) 0918

Check the words and listen to the dialog again.

rEheED (AYs} Hh
Nl (781) important | ERTFIZD(T how | D celebrate | TR red | PHTT=L) celebratory
PE)

TS fee e
& color | A ZT/I\E Islam | S5<S">/ Ramadan | Bl Z & for example | EM V) DT decorations

FABA

H43 half

(q— 7‘3‘7“.:"5 ?mi%( \
Eicxe
Bhen  ® ey el -
(1) BSEEEVT. [CTERFEEFFELLS, @) 09-19
Listen to the recording and fill in the blanks.
LAt Ry v BB
(BEX) BBIC ADZNTT,
LiAtD ifE(n?/u BB vE
(BEL) RETIBHC ABWVET,
_ 5 53 &7 2
(V275203 BzEHE « RABRTKEMIEWVET,
- e 24
(LNSF) BUVET,
naEn  HR LWEp PR Ve BB nwEh PR O L Bn
Q 'BRCRVET] [BRCRIANZVTT] [BRICRBABLET] . E5BLETH.
BhED
- - - =X/ 0
What are the differences of éﬂél:j%‘)%@‘, Bﬂéljﬁ%é){f]‘%b’@@ﬂ and B&I0RDABLET?
" A BA 5L Sk . DAFL AT
Q 515] RO EBZDNE. EABERTTH. =-> XE/—~ O
What is the relationship of the sentences that come before and after &h"5?
" ha 88 BAES
Q (cEoT) B EABBRREEBOFETD. =»> XE/ -+ O
What do you think [C&>T means?
nres Bp38< AOE) =
(2) ISEBLT, @-0DRFEEHIVEEMEFLLS, 09-15" ~ @) 09-17 |
Focus on the expressions used and listen to the dialog M-® again.
A\ 4

@] %&2 LQ - W O ©The Japan Foundation
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sQ AEEBATEN?

EE ZnoPEicontELELLS,

Talk about festivals and events.

LURRLT ClE. EABBRUNBYETH?
|

HH FD
1ORZIT TR LN AVBREAKREVERI T,

|
EALE &

LINS> ﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁd)b”U T,

WDTIH?
|
E(«._J:’DT L\Eﬁ'o

LHD

48 T
no
Wzl 2B T,

EARBTEZTBATIN?
I

H2(cR-T. RETHRLLET .

HLp &ID

BHNCIRITTD ABLET.

EBRETH?

E<ND &2

D horty REVWSBRIGEEY. 7y —hEOBET FENET,

(1) 2EEE=ELLS, @) 0520

Listen to the dialog.

(2) YvR—AVTLFELLD, 09-20 |

Shadow the dialog.

(3) BHOAEONST. BHLELLS.

Have a practice conversation using the contents of HEM.

(4)é%®@®ﬂu¢ TEIONT. ELELLS. ELEWTERNEEETONSHENEE(,
Elﬁ/\‘ibaﬁo

Talk about the festivals and events of your country. If you do not know what to say in Japanese, try to look it up.

@] %&2 LQ - W W ©The Japan Foundation
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e}

4. 1~viORE

¢n§

Can read and more or less understand an article about a local event you participated in.

Bl (~VNOBEDEEEHELLS,

Read a report about an event.

ZLEVIHDWIEEIDP TH51ED

.B%gxfllbfﬁﬁwcrhﬁwn%:E)‘)Qb\ibﬁ_o %@ri&wu

BWEE A

ZORIZEM w«ﬁ#o%kA@nﬂ%&:ﬁoﬂ\ia‘o

You have received a PR magazine at the International Exchange
Association. There is an article about the mochi (rice cakes) pounding

event you participated in recently.

(1) RUBIC. A OHBSEEHELES.
ERBAD. fIALCSNETONELED,

First, read the part[Al. How many people came and who were they?

2515 L

4] Eﬁb‘*ﬂﬂ bf.iﬂ’.ﬂw)‘f’\/ H-’DL\'CG).:E$’5:M./\,T~ T_L\T_\:\G)We%ﬂﬁﬁ?é ENTES,

WK E RS CHFOZ A RBRL7-H
AL AELT,

o

L SHIERRRGS E8RE (11 A~2A)

FOSRE=DMTONE LT

1 H9H, KBEMAREET, #FoIREMTbhELL, HHIE, FEb00
RANET, K 60 ABBILELIZ, SKOENEDIMNEADOT LS, FER

L. OEETORHEWRDWRNG, EEAZ

NI ADRSIE, MaHERIZe B AR e
KRB CE T, Iz Td, FAURIZL O TR
BRENRELEN, SRICHOAZOBEHNRHLT
BWLroeTY ) ERELEL,

TIVNDT =S, XD TR DX
ERERL, T#ELW T, Bz o<ANE B
BEEFERANEDF — AT — IR K2 b
PNELT) LREAEEGELEL,
HEEO L E K, TAS TOWEBERHT
ETHRDLOENT, oKW LFELE, #EIZ
Ry 7V BEERH E 303, Elzlx@isﬁ#&ai
EIRENET, MHEOBHHIIZLD TAEL
72705, Bol-XobBW\WIno/mTd ] LEEVE
L7z,

:ﬂﬁti?ﬂiﬂﬁti?ﬂiﬂﬁti?ﬂiﬂjtihbtﬂhbtih

DRR2 19-12

©The Japan Foundation



~bes  EDTBETS—
.9

(2)

fAZgBATIN?

RIz. Bl OBWHDRYEh. PYR=FEh. LYEAHDIRY NS Laﬁb;oo
NBEBSTVBBDICRO. BoTVBLBDICEXE. () [CEBxEL&S.

Next, read the comments of Dung-san, Antonio-san, and Moon-san in the part [Bl. Write O if the statement is correct. Write X if

the statement is not correct.
1.XVEh
a. FLHTHHEBRFE UL, ( )
BE 85 7
b. HLWSEHNFETT, )

2.7 FEA
5 TJ‘/‘uiT:\/u
a foxEBEE L. ()
b.Bio=lE, DKAEREBAD 2 ATLET. ()

3.LVE
PATL
a. BEEOADBHHALTLET, )
b. EDBHIE. BLLBIITE. ()
¥ SGnoes
50D &E5T 3D nNAZD
248 on the day | j()\ adult | I]ikibj taste | fﬁ‘fj‘ﬁ (75\) traditional | X’fb culture | ,E,\ZFE\ impressions

iz
L5 talk

k2 19-13

©The Japan Foundation
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BADBIE, AZTHATIH?

e}

T 5. HFEorve—-v

04

LA » 5 .
<.".’°42 HFEODHWNWEDEENWTEBZENTES,

Can write and send New Year's greetings.

BN FE0hVEoREEELES,

Write a New Year's greeting.

LARA . 8L
FHEICRDEL e ARTRTAYE—U2%E0E T,

Itis a new year. You are sending a message from your smartphone.

(1) BIEEHZELLS. @ - ODAYE—IEETAEDSo Al SABEREEBNETH,

Read messages (D-®3. What kind of relationships do the recipients and the senders have?

nun
(1)
@® @ ®
0000 B =) # eccee .
<IEE 2 4 Yui Hashimoto CB:
o N ricamrin
BIELTHEHTESTEL ?sz&)T ‘ HIELTHHTES !
@& = TELB! o Pa | SsEBEBLL
4 832 Yk :ifcﬁcéﬁhl
.
—y a8
PEEIE VN B LB BRI Y
LIz

Q SEEES L HEOLET
8:33

11:05

R
S

&<k Bz
FELE last year | WEZED hangout

%ﬂ %&2 LQ - W 4 ©The Japan Foundation



~revs  ERTEETT—

+Qs | mAoBE. AETIATTS?

ThTS

(2) BlOxvt—IEEZCLT. HEOXYE—IEEIELES,
FUSIC. EAICEZODERDELLS.

Send a New Year's message using the previous messages in (1) as examples. First, decide who you are sending the message to.

jﬁj %&2 LQ - W 5 ©The Japan Foundation



-revs  ERTEETT—

;Qg BAOBIE. AETBATEN?

B&5HW
Qo | mERIUTH

20 BRI T AEBRVNTBALE

(@) @ 0503 AT fiTEh?

relde hE

B 1 LY DR TIE,

JetF

A TIH?

ULBHD D H feridte fayay & ne e
B:7H7BIRLY >TL-T. T3UTEDECHYEDFTHBATT,
A i N—,

)y T:f_\z[f“( _ \ fah" hayed m
B o, COM. BRE-TWSATEIFE. CNICENEEZNT,
COBICOIFBATT, /A EEETH?

bEL  EBEAT Cs35F n
AW U»dp. BE [BARBNE>E EFICRIRZV] EEEFT,

@ (:) 09-04 A HBESAD. EDF,
DD

B: b, T, LWetEEd, CNFEORETTHN?

A 55U UTTR, SEROBEIENS, RCE>TRIATT,

B a5, A, HoTLET, AT EMBATTER,
COBTUE. DBREIICBNBATIN?

A:Z3, B OBEUCE. HBERARBLETE,

HBEITF []
BBosUETIE. RBETH?
B:x. BT, BECTLR?
353?“[7 iJU hat')) _ o< @D HO
A HBE. BBUBIT. BEDBIETRBINTT,
HESF

COEEE. PILO—LEASTHEONS. ROCESRTTL,

B ZDIRATI N, Urd, LWIEEET,

@] %&2 LQ - W 6 ©The Japan Foundation



~hevs  EPFEERF—
. 9 "

@) @) osos ABER. BRANIC, BUEREEVANEKIAVEATIIE, ANBEY
TFH?

05 #ULA O
B : &, FEHIEMADBRE S Tch5,
BUtA T

ATREADH?

F =5 (oY [AYs}
B : 20 IS AE, BIMNT DAL,
A ~—. AETBATTH?

LA

B : DR — L CRARD BT, THETADEERN Y -\
A ZNREFBATTH?

THO

B:Sh. TH. 5. BABBLINELT. BcRlE. BWEET
BEmRoft. e R e D RIS E A LRIC R 1) UT,
By LR DAL,

AT ZDIRATIDY,

@ @) 0506 A EATE, JURTAICEEELETH?

B ZSRMEEH. TIARFEIEBNIH s

A ISARFEITIN?

B : Shie B, BADNBAE. BAET—RUEDED
HO-L=%—vavh=nurE L,

A~ BOETE. BEFHEEV>LSTBTUETHE

B:5—h. BATE. Z3V30RBLESG, FEBANNTNEE(E,
VoLl —FEBARY U FE, Slsst,

A ZSBATID,

j@] %&2 LQ - W 7 ©The Japan Foundation



-revs  ERTEETT—

e}

3. BB TRETERVLES

@ @yosis % PETH. BEAEBHLLETH?
% thEE. BBOSTEROESHAT T,
C“tj_ TpdSNE
®ik . IHE?
7 @EL. BBOSTAR. UL 2 B30 158 SL0ET,
TEE<sLBRBCHREOT HRIEBANSNTT,
ES
? E% /\_o
V15 TVEA LB DFuts]
R TH, ZOSvYANTIVDT. BRTEENCHKATE A

NET.
Z _._:_ LAt D . _ WO‘
Lk B 3. SCABRSICRSATTN?
Vv »HhH e e Hh w3
R RO ERUET, REBHTENEBRATT.
Bt BFEE~EYLET.
Bk ZSRATTH.

@ B 9AFESTIH?
KT L SADBIERIR 4 BT, [VI5—] EVVET,
R &, LRREVCIEHIND.
NUF A L [VYI5—] & TABFE] EBLPNTOET,
M b=ErS. FABTRENIENET,

?: B N0
KT L ZNDBBLAT. BFENEA DI EASILTOET,

&  KEDIBSATIN, BBLAZSTINA,
NUF oA L . OATE, BRG [VYI5—] OBEINSDZITIE,

@] %&2 LQ - W 8 ©The Japan Foundation



~bes  EDTBETS—
.9

TgLD V& BB
@ (:) 09-17 FITR: AVRRZITTlE. ARASLBEDANDZVNDT, [LINTV] B
BB ]
WBEARENBEYTTR,
NFvA 0 UINT?
N _ N & FD _ N HLRE rrRUE
PIORXFWN, SNXY VRITOPRITY, INI VOBIF. MBZULET,

(A=) 2 HE

1HhA. Eﬁb“o@ﬁ&"? %@%ﬁ’\t(éb\(jiﬂh}o

B - ~—. AETIN.
PO COMBHIRDTEEEDBEIN. [LNSY] T
% LDTTH?
TI. fE(Lck’Jt b\?iﬁ“o
NUF A L ERBTEETBATIN?

(ARl

FIR: BB, EOEVESCRST. RETHRLLED.

<D Y&

B, [Tho/Syh EWSERIGHEED, JyE—RENBEFE
BRET,

@ (:) 09-18 FPOZ . J4UEVEESTITHM?
KUt T TAUEY TR WBFAAENERNEIUZTITT A,

ZES

BB - ~—. TV THIURTRAERRNTBATIH,
AU EV, TAUEVE. FURNEIDANZNTITHS,
B 250Th, BREOIUZRREE. ANEVETH?
AUvt : BATABLETR, T UEYTE. 9BTANEIURTAD

Uwhl U

EHZEBHET,
=K

A

Ll e

AUyt JURR ZCIE, &ftEn WAWAIRETAT. N\—T4—&ZLFT,

<D H&dH

ST Tl TolchEiorcy. BRlEEEEE~L)LET.
PO BRIGEE? BIRE?
A BEBOE. BOREETYT, BLLLTTX,
NUF A TR T
KU 1 FJUZRRZADRDfedED, 2 BBVET. MiDH3Z0EE

T,

~
U

SN
o
RH

FAB A

D Upd, 1¢®#§:}D\QUX?X7&/UZ§'@O

j@] %&2 LQ - W Q ©The Japan Foundation
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> by

e}

FpiTELYT—

BADBIE, AZTHATIH?

b)/b l—llJ;l 1)
BB AN

& AN g Y -
Bl AT EERZHERLELELS,

Read and check the meaning of the following kanji.

Z &L L& 95D
L S SY 1IEH 1EH
s i L&
H’E_ﬁf HESE BE ~ 7 oo
Fwn&lL B & &
B BE T T KA XA
BEh Pl )
Ak 1°¢(4 £ A S K
3o ELRD
220 50 Z Rl (7) 5l
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BADBR. EsT2rATTH?

What do people do on Coming-of-Age Day?

- This expression is used to ask for a detailed description about a situation or reason that you do not know well. In
this example, the person has heard about the Coming-of-Age Day for the first time. They are asking questions
because they do not have any idea of what the day is for.

- The interrogative particle »*? is added after ~ACJ.

c BAPEL DD S5 NIEIOVT, HFIL, RRPEHZEZDLIHALTESVNEZDE VS TY, fI50d, [BRA
DH] #H2HIEZBFLHTEVEAD, FOHPHPES7<bPS5HVDTEMLTVET,

o [~ATT] OHEICERMD [H?2] HOVETT,

nn BULALE  EHD  Ih_ G A oo
[fI] » A ARDBEY. §Z5CIR. BHT. ESATIN?
Kimono for the Coming-of-Age ceremony looks expensive. Do you buy it on your own?

B: 23Td M, BIABLETHE, LI bTExd,

Yes. Some people buy it, but there are also kimono rentals.

UTWSA
N Lh* + negative sentence BEN

D w50 o )
R'UYIC 3 DUNMENFEBATU

| could only ride three rides.

- LM connects to nouns to emphasize that the quantity or range is limited. This expression is used with
negative sentences. In this example, the person is expressing disappointment about riding three rides only at
a theme park, because it was fewer than they expected.

- While it is often used with quantity, there are also other usages such as gbb‘?%lj‘é\t’d/u (I can only go at
SE3cin} (1%}
night), and uﬁ'lﬁbb‘iﬂ%ﬂh (Only women can enter).

- This expression is used to emphasize something that is different from the normal situation. As shown below,
L >3 &
102 Un\F5EFBATLUIL, it is also used to express positive feelings besides negative feelings.

o [U2] &, BRAICESR LTESCHBEDPRONTVWAZEEZERATIE NS TI. BEXEVS>LiIIHVET, FIstid. 77—~
IN=TTHREROYIZ 3 DES7-2LIIDVNT, HiIFEBDICWD LG TRE&EIE S TEVW S 5FEEER LTVET,

s HBEVSLIIHEDNAZZENZVTTN, [RLPITHERA] [RELIPANERA] DEILREVALHVET.

s BFRORIEIFES CE2BFHITHENHLDT, GENLETRSLTTII%EL FOFID [10 3 LARFE5ERATLE.] DX
2T, BENRSRESZRIIELTEHT,

[Bl]1 » SH@. #Mfcaah 500 HUHNGYES A

| only have 500 yen in my wallet today.

- A BOE. WOBEATNT. BENHDUETER.

That restaurant is always busy, and it takes some time.

B: XX, Tb. KERZENTLT. 105 LHMEEEEATUREE,

That's right, but it was not crowded yesterday, and | only waited for ten minutes.
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N 7213

EEL s Lon  mx
SEF. 1 BEFERICRDE U,

| went back to my parents’ house for only one day this year.

- 23 connects to nouns to express limitation. In this example, the person had a few days off during the New
Year's holidays, but only went back to their parents” house for one day, because they had various other plans.

- Unlike L, 1217 is not used to express feelings. LN can be used to express dlsappomtment that the person
could not stay as long as they wanted to, such as SH( ABHIMLT, i%qulbD‘Jmﬂ?ftf/u"Cbh (I was too
busy with work this year and could only visit my parents’ house for a day).

o [720] BAEFEICER LT REZRLEY, fIXE. BEAKRARKAMS 723N ED, BRPICTFEFVLVSH DT,
Z0>5 1 HEFERICF 7L WS BIKTT,

< [723] B TL2] EE-T RFBIERLERA. [SER EFEPTLLTC ERICL HLYRNEFATLL] DEICTL
D] ZESIE, o ERMELED ST NETE LD oLV RERLTFEBbERIIENTEET,

nn LY
[FI] » A: BHOTOR—IR2F, JE=-LTLIEEW
Please copy this page of the document only.

B : HhhWEUic,

Sure.

V-1eUT ~

REBEN-LECEOIELEY LT, EUDETT.

| had fun doing such things as shopping with friends.

- This expression is used to list examples. In this example, the person cites shopping as something they did
during the New Year’s holidays as a representative example.

- In [44%1] Lesson 16, the person listed two examples such as V3RV I U EEEERTIAEUILTLET
(I go jogging or do yoga at home sometimes). As shown above, the form ~/z1JLT.~ is also used to cite one
example only.

s BlIEZEFHEZOEVATT, FITE,. BEAKRRILEIEORKHELT EVWPEZEFTET,

o TR 1] 16T, [PaF o r Lz, LEEERTIHZLIZOLTVET, ] DLIIHI%E 2 DBITFELZA, EOXD
I [~7OLT ~] DT, Bz 1 DRZFICTBHIEBTEET,

nn
[BI] = A: asiaeSTUREN?
How was your day off?

B: RCBEEBLEIUT, DAUYBIUELR.

| listened to music and relaxed at home.

%}] %\&2 LQ - 22 ©The Japan Foundation



~revs  ERTEETT—

sQ AEFBATEN?

(5] V- 3 BpIRS5L

BB ICBEREBT BB BSRNIL. AETU.

It required some work because | had to offer New Year’s gift money to my nephews and nieces.

- This expression is used to express that one must do something no matter what. ﬁ%?&iu Lesson 14 explains
PLL& L
that the form of ~FNUFHS74RL) using the example of FATITITHRIFNEZSHEVATT (I have to go to city hall).
The meaning of ~a<EHIRSRL) is the same.

- You can say it by changing ~7&U) of the verb’s Ff-form to ~Id<BE»IRSIRLN.

- Compared to ~RIFNIEXFSEL), it is a casual form of speech.

« EOLTHEILATNIRBRSHNIEERTEVSTTY. [#k 1) % 14 FTE [BRFNICT2»RI N5 20WATY. | &
WOBIT, [~AThidassn] EWSEEZMEBLE L. [~&<5%kbkl] bFEUEKTT,

s FFEOFIAIED [Hn] % [#<E52u6%0] ILTEVE T,
o [~RINE%ESRWV] ICHRZE, FELEETHEDN AN V2TV EEVHE T,

nhun (At _
[BI] » AIELZEDTI,
You seem busy

B: Inns., % @Efwzua@x:rdb?awutm

| have to prepare for a meeting from now.

hoSIFWn
(6 V-hZFET < Potential-form oJgERzR®>

"DVD Bt chBENEL.

| was able to watch many DVDs.

ZURWIC. EROBOFEEEANTED T,

| was happy to eat my mother’s home cooking at home after so long.

- The potential-forms were covered in Lesson 5.

- While the potential-forms of the Group 2 verbs are ~5N&d (~513), you can also omit 5 to say ~NFI
(~Nn3). BN (can eat) and 815 (can see) are the examples in this lesson. Also, the Group 3 verbs E5NB
(can come] change to 3£ in some cases.

- This usage is called 5}%3%&% (5-removed word). Although some people say it is not grammatically correct,
people actually use it often.

« WREFEI. S BRI LE L,

« 2N —TOEFDOHERIE [~oNET (~56N5)] TIA, [5] BESTC[~NET (~N3B)] EVWIEVHETEIEN
HVET, CORD[ERNET (BNS) | [RNET (RND)] BEOFITT, £72.3 7IV—TOEH [RonEzd (Gkns) |
b [RNEd CRB)| LbZEDHDET,

s CORERSKREZE] LN, STENICELALAWEES ABLETH, ERICZIIEDNTVRET,

an BLE &5 LEE &
[fl]l » A: IHEEBA. BBH. ANGOT. ASBISRNE A

| am sorry, but | have some errands to run tomorrow and cannot come to work.

B:Z>Cdn, HhELlc.
Okay. | understand.
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@ Potential-forms and passive-forms s zs

For the Group 2 verbs and ﬁ%é of Group 3, the potential-forms and the passive-forms take the same forms. The
form of 5}%3 (5-removed) is becoming widely used because it has the same form as the potential-forms of the
Group 1 verbs, and it is possible to distinguish between potential and passive.

2UN—TOEFEE 3 TN—TD [k3] OFE. AREEEZAESRCEICRVET, [6kE] OFIE. 1 VLV —TOHEER &
FEBZ25oTWC AIREEZHEDORFINTELDT, [RESTETVET,

dictionary-form potential-form passive-form
HET EI=57 2B
/) EROFS) BEND
1 7‘”‘1_70 ’)< ................................... ’) < .............................................. ’) < ...............................
E% EN3 fEoN?
5% 2515/ 8N% 2513
29““/_70 t ..................................... r ................................................ ; E ................................
BR% ﬁ’\bﬂé/ﬁ’\ﬂé BRENS
H% F5ND,/ FND BN
3 7‘}[]_70 .............................................................................................................................
EES) TED ENB

0 225130 .
S (plain-form &) +Ah‘~

HD35F0

S (plain-form Ei&E#2) + AB~

LpAtD (AR A
E=3:i = EEfElLJm%Ab‘%’:L\'@m

Many people go back to their hometown for the Lunar New Year.

BTl BAICKETAABNET,

In recent years, some people travel abroad.

= Nﬁb*‘gb\ is used to express that most people will do something. ~%w’5b\é means that some people do
something.

ST~ ABZN] VTV DADBZEITHIEEERTEVHTT. —H.J~ABVBIE HFIZIEZINI ABNEENSEBKTT,

nn 12 F p L&35h nES 3 ve B85
[f1] » BADBERE. REEBITIANLNTT,
Many people spend the New Year's holidays with their family in Japan.
amfu ve
TH. &k 1Atﬁﬁf‘f(;$b\[j‘%>)\%b\i_9“o

However, in recent years, some people go on a trip by themselves.

- JUZRRE. REBE/—F—ETBADNETD, HELENADNET,

For Christmas, some people have a party with friends, but some people do not.
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(8] V- 12hS,

g
UVIS—Uld. BEEEERNS. HABTKENFENET.

During Songkran, people walk around the city splashing water on each other.

g
- This expression is used to express that two actions are done at once. In this example, f§< (walk) and %@?73‘(7“
b
&3 [splash water on each other] are done at the same time.

- It connects to the verb’s ¥Z-form without & 9.

* 2ODERRIRICTHIEERIENATY, CITR, [ E[KkEPTED] ZRAKICTEIEZRLTVRET,
s BEOVZERNS [£9] ZH o7 LEd,

an LESHD U<l NIy 87
[B] » BEAGF. BEZULENS. MHEVWAVAEELEU

During the New Year’s holidays, | talk to my parents about various things while having a meal.

2 = BE
» BRUTE REZRVBNDS, FABTEIE I,

At the festival, people sing a song and dance together.

(9] N IC&oT

\ L sh
UINSVIE. FICK>TEWVE T,

Lebaran is different depending on the year.

- This expression is used to  say that there are varieties. The date of Lebaran is not set, and the date changes
every year. This is said as E(ed:')’c

- Other expressions include )\[Ld(’)t [dependlng on the person), Iled:’fc (depending on the country), and %Pﬁ
[Z&>T (depending on the place). Besides ab\i‘g“ there are other expressions such as abU?i‘g“ (change) and
WAW2E&HET (there are various ~).

s NIITADDHAIEEZRTEVHTT. UNTUVEBEVOPRESTVEDITIREL, ENEDLNTHMHPEDLDET, 7
DT E% [FEIZE-TES] LEVET,

s TANICEST TEICE ST [BFRICE->T] REDEVHEFHVET, /o BURFT] BUMNI[EDDET] [WAWLn250E7 ]
BEDRBPEDONE T,

an LESHD ) WESHy <
[B] » A: BIEAIF. EABEIEBREEIEITN?

What type of dishes do people make for the New Year’s holidays?
WX 50
B! RICK>TGEVLF T,

It varies depending on the family.
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® BAERDBIER New Year's in Japan

New Year's Day is the biggest annual celebration in Japan. People generally do not work during the year-end and
New Year holidays. Many people go back to their hometowns, spend a relaxing time with their family, or go on trips.
There are some traditional customs people follow during this time.

BEAR, HATR 1 FEDSISRORELEPITELEAL T, ZIOAR EREBRIZAEPRAICEZDDT, HEIR 720, Rk
EW-LKDBT LD, HRATIAT>720LET. BIERICE, EHRALZEEPVLOPHDET,

L& Shona

» HIEAEHY New Year's holiday decorations

Before New Year's Day, people deco-
rate their homes and neighborhoods with
New Year’'s holiday decorations. People
decorate gates with kadomatsu (decorative
pine trees) or shimenawa / shimekazari

(sacred straw rope used to show a holy
area or to protect from evil]. People place

a kagamimochi (round rice cake for the
gods] inside their homes.

BIEAMEOE BTRRICIIBIEAHD A
SNET, FIRRBNTIR PR R TLOE L
OEID] PHISN, ROFIIT [#HHF] PEisN
ESCH

&S5 R B

Pgﬁﬂﬁ/ﬂi”ﬁ“*yt—ﬁ New Year’s cards / New Year’s messages

People send New Year’s postcards with New Year’s
greetings. You typically write something like BrELTHnTE
STENET, Sﬁ%&“ﬁ% or %ﬁ and add some information about
what is going on in your life. The postcards often have an
illustration of the Chinese zodiac sign for that New Year. Peo-
ple post New Year's cards at the end of the year and they are
delivered all at once on January 1. However, in recent years

less people are sending postcards because of the Internet.

These days, more and more people are exchanging New
e Year’s greetings using Messenger, LINE, or other messaging
apps. Some people post New Year’s greetings on social media.

FERIE. FEOHVWEDRESBICTHENTELZLOTT, [HITELTBOTEITSVET| [HEFE] [HE] Zrolside
FERLEZEVCZOEOTFTEZDRLELZRAE T, FERISFRICHEL. I ALHICEEDTERESINE T, LALLM VF—FY
FOEREEHIZ, BRI TIEESOEERIIED. RbH->T Messenger ° LINE 2ED Ay =V V=L ZF->THEDOH N ESD%
RHLT-D. SNS DFZAATHEDH NS OEFEEFEIABZLL->TVET,
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> 3’3‘1‘!'5*4@/3‘:‘;&% Osechi / Ozooni

On New Year’s Day, people eat special types of food. The main food is
osechi-ryoori (food served during the New Year's holiday). Osechi-ryoori is
the first meal of New Year's Day. It is beautifully packed in boxes with layers.
Osechi-ryoori can be made from many different dishes. Different regions
use different dishes. Many of these dishes represent good luck. For
example, kazunoko (herring roe) is a prayer for having children because
its name literally means “child of numbers”. Kuromame (black beans] is a
way to hope that you will be able to work hard because mame-ni means
“hardworking”. Kuri-kinton (mashed sweet potatoes with sweetened
chestnuts) represents a wish to become wealthy because of its golden
color.

Ozooni is another typical example of food eaten on New Year's Day. It
is a bowl of soup with rice cakes and other ingredients in it. The seasonings
and ingredients used to make ozooni are different from one region to the
next. For example, soup in the Kanto region is made by adding soy sauce
to clear soup. However, the soup in the Kansai region contains miso. The

rice cake is also either square or round, depending on the region.

BIEAIIZ, FHlZHEZEXZT, TOREN [BES
BHE] T, BEFICELGEDoNBESHIE, HED
BUOREICHSNE T, BESHIEICAN LRI A-+E
HLHD, HIFICEISTHEVETN, S [HOF] =T
ELNIKEATEL IS [RE] =FDIEHITHESIT B
FALA] =REORT-ENPSBENP 5L, K& #
BEPOSEROLDONZIHDVET,

PHEIT, A—TOHRICELHEANLLDOT, RIRIDBIE
AzEITHRETT, BHEIHGIZL>THRMS T PEA
FEBIINTITAICEATOVET, HIZIE, BEETIBEHALE
LITHZ L& DO TIEAHT & LI AT % E N E 94, BT
HREPASTNET, SFOELIUAL S/ DRE>7DE, MFITE>TEVET,

F2H5T

P #58 Hatsumoode

Hatsumoode refers to your first visit
of the year to a temple or shrine on New
Year’s Day. Many people participate in
hatsumoode. Famous temples and shrines
get so crowded that you might have to wait
in line for hours to complete your visit.
You can also do hatsumoode by going to
a temple or shrine during the evening of
December 31 and donating osaisen (an
offering of money) at midnight, when the
New Year’s countdown ends.

BIEA. | FORPIIBIFLEILICBSOIIT
LZEEMFE] LVwnEd, ZLOANIEEIC
Nl RICEALBFOMALIIRIEHL.
ARFFBIEE 2 VEBBON TELVIIEIREZELHVET. 12 AL HORDPBITE, FIFEOAT Y NI LRI [BESHE]
2T FIREE T AARBRONET,
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ELRE
b BFEE Otoshidama

Money that is given as a gift to children on New Year’s Day is

adults.

called otoshidama. You put some cash in an otoshidama-bukuro
(money envelope for otoshidama; also known as pochi-bukuro). The
amount of cash depends on the age of the child and your relation-
ship to the child. You normally give between 1,000 yen and 5,000 yen
per person. When families gather in their hometowns on New Year’s
Day, children look forward to receiving their otoshidama from the

BERAICFEBICH T8N [BEE] T, BEER L% [BEEE]

([RFE] EVHTELHVET) ITANTELET, 1EICVESSVANS
ME. FELDEHP, TOTELEDOEURICEDETH, 7217211 1,000 H~ 5,000 HSHWEEDNTWET, BIEAICHE&T

BEOREOLEDHHHE, FEBRIRAPOBEENOSRHIEEEELAIC, HEICRVET,

BLLA 4

® RMAMDH Coming-of-Age Day

Coming-of-Age Day is a national holiday on the second Monday
of January. It celebrates people who have recently become adults. On
Coming-of-Age Day, local governments hold special ceremonies (though
some places hold these ceremonies in spring or summer). A coming-of-
age ceremony is often held in a public hall or gymnasium. The local mayor
or guest of honor gives a speech, a famous person gives a lecture, and
there is a performance of music or dancing. People attending the ceremony
also get a gift. For some new adults, the best part of the event is seeing
friends from elementary school and junior high school who they haven't
seen for a long time.

Many women wear kimonos called haregi (best clothes) to the coming-
of-age ceremony. Men wear either kimonos or suits. It is a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity, so participants wear gorgeous kimonos or fashionable
clothing and take a photograph.

In Japan, people become an adult at age twenty. However, a law to
lower the age people become an adult from twenty years to eighteen
years will start in 2022. Local governments will probably choose the age
people should be when they attend the coming-of-age ceremony.

[RADH] 3.1 HO% 2 ABHT A E 27 NS ERORHA T, MADHICIXFEBRETIR[EAR] PfrbhEy (7721,
HWHFICES>TIE BRPEIATHIEZALHVET) AR, ZL0HE AEDOR-LRARBFELETTbIN, TRPRELEDHNED,
BRANOHEER, BRECHOREOHLIREMTONE T, oy HFF I SRPESNE . LAl FilANice->Ti {Zodbo

K0, ZUCHEFH/PNERPHERDOEREE, ALRDIZESTETIEN, RELRELAIIE>TNET,

BAICIE, T [BNE] EIFENEEMEBES LN ZLL>T0ET, B, BEMEELD. A—VEELDESEEETT,

—HI—EORRELT EPPLEYPB LN aREE CREREZITHDL. HADHDOKRY ANV T,

7B, Al OFfE, HRTRESS 20 K TLA, 2022 F£&D., [HAl OFifHE 20 5 18 A EFIE NF 2 EED TS
NBTFETY, JhicEdbin, [FAR] ORREMFICT 22 BIBIEICEI>THIEP TP NDETFHENTVET,

k2 19-28
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® HAEDFEDITE Annual events in Japan

In Japan, there are traditional annual events in each season.

HATIE, FHTLIC, ERAEEPTREPTONTEE L

> UU?’-&"-’?U Hinamatsuri (Doll Festival)

Hinamatsuri is a festival held on March 3. People pray for the health of girls.
If there is a girl in the family, the family will celebrate by displaying hina-ningyoo
(hina dolls). People eat chirashi-zushi (vinegared rice with various toppings on it),
which was mentioned earlier in this text. They also eat a sweet called hina-arare
(sweet rice crackers) and drink amazake (a sweet drink made from fermented rice).
Amazake can be made from either rice or saké lees. In the case of rice, the drink is
called saké but it contains no alcohol.

U%EVIZ3A3HT. KOFOREZEIEV T, LD
FOVBETIX. [ORAFE] Z2Hi->TBRNELE T, ORED
I RSB LZ 5560 L] 0Eh. [Okdbon] &n
IBETZANEY, [HE] 28RAFOLET, [HIE] 3. %
PofEonsboL, BHRPSIESNZ2BOBHD. FIEDH A
NE] EVSERITTH, FPLI-IEE>72K A>TERA.

o P 2

> Z&BOE Kodomo-no-hi (Children’s Day)
‘ - T T May 5 is a national holiday called Kodomo-no-hi. It was originally called
- Tango-no-sekku (Boys™ Festival) and was a festival where people prayed for
boys to be healthy. For Tango-no-sekku, people display koi-nobori (carp-shaped
flag) and gogatsu-ningyoo (Boys May Festival dolls).
People eat sweets called kashiwa-mochi (rice cake
wrapped in oak leaf) and chimaki (cake wrapped in
bamboo leaves). Some families take a special bath
called shoobu-yu iris leaves floating on bathwater).

SASHIIIZELDH]IEWSHHETI A ITICZ 7= DI,
[ FOfif] Ln>. BOFOREEEIRV T, WFOHTIE, [M0IF0] 2o [HAAE]
ZHIDE T, BRNYTIR, [H#] L [5EE] CVWIBEFEAENET, /o, BHOEZESICAN
Z[E#HE] KABRLHVET,

reRdre

» % Tanabata (Star Festival)

Tanabata is a festival held on July 7. It was origi-
nally a Chinese festival. It is based on a legend that goes
like this: A long, long time ago, Orihime (Vega, the Weaver
Girl), daughter of the god of the heavens, fell in love with
a farmer named Hikoboshi (Altair). Because they both
stopped working, the god of the heavens got angry and
separated them with the Milky Way. The god allowed them to
meet only once a year on July 7.

On Tanabata, bamboo leaves are decorated with
pieces of colored paper. People cut colored paper into long
pieces called tanzaku (strips of paper). They write their

wishes on the tanzaku and attach them to the bamboo
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leaves. These days, you might find large decorated bamboo plants at train stations and shopping malls around
Tanabata time. Anyone can write their wish on a tanzaku and attach it to these bamboo plants.

EHRBHENSEDSIZEDT 7TA7HTY, & ROBMORTHHBOED, BEEEVOIFHNOBERIIES, 2 Ni3EEE
L8272 5, BoleROMMN 2 NERONTHRT 1HICLE, 7A7HICEIFRZASEDICLI, EWHEHICEIWT

WEJ,

4123 BOEICERTE-SMHDE DT THNET, FaREMET -7/ [Ef] ICBEWHEZEONT BOEIIOTET,
B TIEEAEDCE, P av 7 E—LREIL, fiDDIONLREGBEPBEIPNTVELIENHD. 12N THEMCEN

HEBEWCHISHIENTEET,

P JURTYR Christmas

Christmas is an event that came to Japan from the West. It is now a popular
seasonal event in Japan. In December, towns are decorated in Christmas decora-
tions and Christmas songs are played in public. However, Christmas in Japan has
almost no religious meaning. It is a commercial event and it is not a national holi-
day. People enjoy events with romantic partners and friends rather than spending
it with family.

In Japan, chicken is often eaten at Christmas. A certain chain of fried chicken
restaurants becomes so crowded on Christmas Eve that you need a reservation to
buy their food. Some families exchange gifts and eat Christmas cake. As soon as
Christmas is finished, decorations around town are quickly taken down and prepa-

rations for the New Year’s holiday begin.

TVATRIEFENP SRIATETT D, HRATHLEHOEFTHELLTEELTVET, 12 AMEOL<E, HITIEZYRATADED
DS, JUARAI VI HRNE T 72720, BHRTOZVATARIEHNZEBRITIZEAE L, BENZITETI, . 7
VAT RAIHETIEZVOT, RESBTITHEVSIDIE, BARKELEARVIERELEOH, EWOBENMENWESZIET,
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o Eﬁ')i— Mochitsuki (pounding of rice cakes)

Mochi (rice cake) is made by placing steamed mochigome (glutinous rice) into
an usu (mortar) and pounding it with a kine (pestle). Mochitsuki is the pounding of
rice cakes at the end of the year to prepare mochi for New Year's Day. In the past,
relatives would gather to make rice cakes or employees would make rice cakes at
work and bring some home. However, these customs are less common now. These
days, mochitsuki is usually done at New Year's events organized by schools, neigh-
borhood associations, and businesses. The pounding of rice cakes at these events
is sometimes called mochitsuki-taikai (rice-cake pounding event). There are some
rice-cake pounding event where anyone can join in and pound the rice cakes. You
might even be able to sample some freshly made rice cakes. If you have the chance,
you should try it yourself!
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