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Engineer Kojiro Kawakami and the Keelung Harbor
Construction (1899-1916)

. *
Chen, Kai-wen

Abstract

The Keelung Harbor Construction was one of the Shinpei Goto's three major
businesses which were supported by Taiwan Public Bond Law. For the construction,
a specialized office under Taiwan’s Governor General's Office was set, and a group
of technocrats came to Taiwan. Kojiro Kawakami was a civil engineer who came to
Taiwan from 1899 to 1916. For eighteen years, he was committed to Taiwan's harbor
investigations as well as the first and the second phases of constructions of Keelung
Harbor. He not only served as the director of the Department of Keelung Harbor
Construction of Taiwan-Governor General's Office,-but also-obtained a Ph.D in
engineering from Tokyo Imperial University. His research topic-was about Keelung
Harbor Construction andrhe achieved a-high status,in-modern history of Japanese port
construction. He joined the technical team of Hakata Bay construction after leaving
Taiwan, and was considered to be an important technocrat who took the colonial
experience back to Japan.

Because of the effects of port construction of Taiwan's economic development
and the changes of Keelung Harbor were significant, Kojiro Kawakami was officially
called “the Benefactor of Keelung Harbor." It shows us that port construction was not
only valuable for economic development, but also valuable for the positive
propaganda of Japanese colonial rule in Taiwan. This article will describe the life of
Kojiro Kawakami in Taiwan and his contributions to Keelung Harbor based on
official and private documents, newspapers and magazines, and will try to analyze the

significance of technocrats within colonial rule.

Keywords: Keelung harbor construction, Kojiro Kawakami, harbor investigation,

technocrat, colonial rule

* Ph. D. Candidate in National Chung Cheng University.
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