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1 Introduction

This is a preliminary proposal to encode the Prachalit Nepal script in the Universal Character Set (ISO/IEC
10646). This document provides a basic description of the script, a preliminary code chart and names list,
character properties, and some specimens.

Research on the script is ongoing. A formal proposal will be prepared by the author in collaboration with
users and organizations involved in the maintenance and development of the script.

2 Background

The Prachalit Nepal script is used in Nepal for writing several languages including Nepali and Newari. It has
also been used for writing the Maithili language. The name ‘Prachalit Nepal® or ‘Prachalit Nepal Lipi’ (H?ﬂ%'l"T
AUt Dev. T=Tod 99T pracalit nepal) means “current Nepali script”. The script is essentially the same as
the Newari script. The name ‘Newari’ is attested in historical sources and scholarly works. ‘Prachalit Nepal’
is the modern preferred name for the script.

The script is used for a variety of purposes. There are several publications that are produced using the script:

“Thapu” (Newari Literary Annual). Chief ed. Rajit Bahadur Shrestha, published by Lipi Thapu Guthi,
Lalitpur, Vol. 3 (NS 1131/AD 2010), size 14X22 cm, 107 pp.

» “Lipi Pau” (Pracalit lipi monthly). Chief ed. Naresh Bir Shakya, published by Elohan publications,
Kathmandu, vol. 4 no. 6 (NS 1131 Kachala/AD 2010 November) size 28X36 cm, 12 pp.

* “Lun Akha” (Ranjana lipi monthly). Editor Darshan Bir Shakya, published by Elohan publications,
Kathmandu, Vol. 1 No. 3 (NS 1131 Kachala/AD 2010 November), size 26X38 cm, 12 pp.

» “Sikkim Herald” (Bulletin of Sikkim Government, Newari edition). Sub-editor Meena Pradhan, pub-
lished by Government of Sikkim, Gantok, Vol. XII Issue No. 41 (October 26, 2010), Size 26X38 cm,

4 pp.

3  Writing System
3.1 Structure

The general structure (phonetic order, matra reordering, use of virama, etc.) of Prachalit Nepal is similar to
that of other Indic scripts based upon the Brahmi model. It is written from left-to-right.
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3.2 Virama

The Newari <z VIRAMA is identical in its behavior to the Devanagari VIRAMA.

3.3 Vowels

The vowel letters and their dependent signs are:
I 9 % % 3 F 8 F 9319797

~ D
| 1\ (j oo g ow = — 00

& [ &

A AA I T U UU R R L LL E Al O AU
Several basic vowel signs have contextual forms when they combine with certain consonants (see Section

3.5).

3.4 Consonant Letters
The basic consonant letters are:

¥ Y 9 ¢« 9 FF FF 8 < ¢ I © 8

KA KHA GA GHA NGA CA CHA JA JHA NYA TTA TTHA DDA DDHA NNA

T4 ¥4 49 4 § <= 9 ¢ § 3 4 9 9 ¥

TA THA DA DHA NA PA PHA BA BHA MA YA RA LA VA SHA

¥y 9 =7

SSA SA HA

Each consonant letter bears an inherent vowel, represented by /a/. This inherent vowel is silenced using the
2 VIRAMA.
3.5 Consonant-Vowel Combinations
1. Several vowel signs have contextual forms when they combine with certain consonants:
+ =1 -AA takes the shape o1 with dGa, R Nva, O TTHA, ¥ NNA, ¥ THA, 9 DHA, N sHA.
* ¢ -U takes the shape <, with 3 Ga, T1A, #INNA, 9 DHA, 0 BHA, ¥ sHA.
* 77 -E takes the shape (> with M Ga, RNvA, O TTHA, éI NNA, ¥ THA, 9 DHA, ¥ sHA.

RS ~
* i -Al takes the shape (> with 3 Ga, R NvA, O TTHA, éI NNA, ¥ THA, 9 DHA, N sHA.

&1 -0 takes the shape (1 with dGa, B Nya, O TTHA, 8INNA, ¥ THA, 9DHA, ¥ SHA.

~—
71 -AU takes the shape (1 with 3 Ga, R NyA, O TTHA, 8INNA, ¥ THA, 9 DHA, ¥ SHA.
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2.

3.

4.

. A~ Nl . . .
When the vowel signs ©: -E, © -AL <1 -0, ©:1 -AU, are written with a consonant whose graphical structure
contains a headstroke, the consonant’s headstroke is eliminated and replaced by the wavy-headstroke
of the vowel sign, eg.

A~

<fika+7 B> 5 <(T > > - <Fo>
Some CV combinations are written as atomic ligatures: 3 <1A, U>, A <jA, UU>, k<rA, U>
Some consonant letters have contextual forms when they are written with combining vowel signs:

« 0 BHA takes the shape ‘1when it combines with ¢ -u, ¢ -UU, ¢ -R, % -RR, etc. In turn, the sign ¢
-U — ¢ with BHA.

, % “RR, etc. The vowel signs are

* & HA takes the shape 9 when it combines with ¢ -U, ¢ -UU, ¢ -R
attached to the left descender: @ <HA, U>.

3.6 Consonant Conjuncts

Consonant conjuncts are written using ligatures, half forms, and reduced forms. The default encoded repre-
sentation for conjuncts is <C; + VIRAMA + C,>.

1.

Consonants with right vertical stems that occur as C; are written as half-forms. These forms are
produced by eliminating the stem: 3 Ga — *, LA — ¥, ¥sHa — ¥, etc. Some of these half-forms
are represented as positional and size variants depending upon C;; for example, U <La, YA> instead

of .

.
. Consonants that have a reduced form as C; include: 1 RA — < repha

Consonants that have a reduced form as C; include: d ya — o, TRA — ¢, LA — 5, Tva — g,

Consonants that have a subjoined form as C; include: O TTHA — ©d, 9 DDA — <, ElNNA — ), ¥
THA — b,

. Atomic ligatures include: 31 <kA, sSA>, & <ja, NYA>, QN <TA, TA>

Normal ligatures include: R <kaA, KA>, ¥ <NGA, KHA>, $ <NYA, CHA>, X<DA, DHA>, etc.

3.7 Nasalization

& .
Nasalization is indicated using ¢ CANDRABINDU and ¢ ANUSVARA.

3.8 Punctuation

Punctuation is indicated with | DANDA and | DOUBLE DANDA.

3.9 Other Signs and Symbols

1.

2.

8 VISARGA corresponds to Devanagari ©: VISARGA.

$

& oM is a sacred syllable and corresponds to Devanagari 3 oM.
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3.10 Digits

The script has a full set of decimal digits: © ZERO, 2 ONE, % TWO, 2 THREE, 4 FOUR, S| FIVE, & six, ‘1 SEVEN,
% EIGHT, © NINE.

3.11 Linebreaking

Linebreaking for Prachalit Nepal characters follow the rules for Devanagari.

4 Character Properties

11560; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER A;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;::
11561; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER AA;Lo;0;L;;;;::N;;:::
11562; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER I;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;:::
11563; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER II;Lo;0;L;;;;:;N;;;;:;
11564 ; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER U;Lo;0;L;;;:;:N;;:::
11565; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER UU;Lo;0;L;;;;::N;;:;:
11566; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER VOCALIC R;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;;:;;
11567; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER VOCALIC RR;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;::
11568; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER VOCALIC L;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;;:;;
11569; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER VOCALIC LL;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;:;
1156A; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER E;Lo;0;L;;;::N;::::
1156B; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER AI;Lo;O0;L;;;;::N;;:;:;
1156C; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER O;Lo;0;L;;;;:;N;;;:;;
1156D; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER AU;Lo;0;L;;;;::N; ;5
1156E; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER KA;Lo;O0;L;;;::N;;:;:;
1156F; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER KHA;Lo;O0;L;;:;;N;;;:;
11570; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER GA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;;:;;
11571; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER GHA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:;N;;:::
11572; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER NGA;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;;;;
11573; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER CA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;;:;;
11574; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER CHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;:;
11575; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER JA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;;::;
11576; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER JHA;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;;;;
11577; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER NYA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;:;
11578; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER TTA;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;;;;
11579; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER TTHA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;;;;
1157A; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER DDA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;:;
1157B; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER DDHA;Lo;O0;L;;;;;N;;;:;
1157C; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER NNA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1157D; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER TA;Lo;0;L;;;;::N;;:;:;
1157E; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER THA;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;;;;
1157F; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER DA;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;;;;
11580; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER DHA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;:;:
11581; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER NA;Lo;O;L;;;;:N;;;:;;
11582; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER PA;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;;;;
11583; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER PHA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;:;::
11584 ; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER BA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;;:;;
11585; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER BHA;Lo;0;L;;;;:;N;;;;;
11586; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER MA;Lo;0;L;;;;::N;;:;:;
11587; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER YA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;;:;;
11588; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER RA;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;;;;
11589; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER LA;Lo;O0;L;;;;::N;;:;:;
1158A; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER VA;Lo;0;L;;;;::N;;:::;
1158B; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER SHA;Lo;0;L;;;;:;N;;;;;
1158C; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER SSA;Lo;0;L;;;;:;N;;:::
1158D; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER SA;Lo;0;L;;;:;::N;;:::;
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1158E; PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER HA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:;:N;;:::;

1158F; PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN AA;Mn;O0;NSM;;;;;N;;:;:;

11590; PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN I;Mn;O0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
11591 ; PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN II;Mn;0;NSM;;;;:N;;;;;

11592; PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN U;Mn;0;NSM;;;;:;N;;;:;:

11593; PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN U;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;:
11594 ; PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC R;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
11595; PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC RR;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
11596; PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC L;Mn;0;NSM;;;;:;N;;;;;
11597; PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC LL;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
11598; PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN E;Mn;O0;NSM;;;;:;N;;;:;:

11599; PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN AI;Mn;0;NSM;;;;:N;;;;;

1159A; PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN O;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;:

1159B; PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN AU;Mn;0;NSM;;;;:;N;;;;;

1159C; PRACHALIT NEPAL SIGN CANDRABINDU;Mn;O0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1159D; PRACHALIT NEPAL SIGN ANUSVARA;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;

1159E; PRACHALIT NEPAL SIGN VISARGA;Mn;O0;NSM;;;;:;N;;:;:

1159F; PRACHALIT NEPAL SIGN VIRAMA;Mn;O0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;

115A0; PRACHALIT NEPAL OM;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;::;

115A1; PRACHALIT NEPAL DANDA;Po;O0;L;;;;:N;;:;:;

115A2; PRACHALIT NEPAL DOUBLE DANDA;Po;O0;L;;;;:;N;;;:;;

115A3; PRACHALIT NEPAL BHIN ARAMBHA;Lo;0;L;;;;:;N;;;;;

115B0; PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT ZERO;Nd;0;L;;0;0;0;N;;;;;

115B1; PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT ONE;Nd;O0;L;;1;1;1;N;;;;;

115B2; PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT TWO;Nd;0;L;;2;2;2;N;;;;;

115B3; PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT THREE;Nd;O0;L;;3;3;3;N;;;;;

115B4; PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT FOUR;Nd;O0;L;;4;4;4;N;;;;;

115B5; PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT FIVE;Nd;0;L;;5;5;5;N;;;;;

115B6; PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT SIX;Nd;0;L;;6;6;6;N;;;;;

115B7; PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT SEVEN;Nd;O;L;;7;7;7;N;;;::

115B8; PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT EIGHT;Nd;0;L;;8;8;8;N;;;;;

115B9; PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT NINE;Nd;O0;L;;9;9;9;N;;;;;

5 References
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1156 1157 1158 1159 115A 115B

]‘\\ 3
11560 11570 11580 11590 115A0 11580

Jo 9 qa Sl
11561 11571 11581 11591 115A1

2

\\\\\\\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\\\\

.|

11566 11576 11586
IS R
11567 11577 11587
11568 11578 11588

11569 11579 11589
Al 99 9

1156A 1157A 1158A
sl 112 o

1156B 1157B 1158B

1156C 1157C 1158C
D Egi i E |
1156D 1157D 1158D
3 IEINE IS
1156E 1157E 1158E

F { l Zi
1156F 1157F

1: Proposed code chart for Prachalit Nepal.

Figure
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Independent vowels

Anshuman Pandey

Varlous signs

11560 9 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER A 1159C < PRACHALIT NEPAL SIGN CANDRABINDU
11561 1 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER AA * milaphuti
11562 % PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER | 1159D <& PRACHALIT NEPAL SIGN ANUSVARA
11563 @l PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER Il « sinhaphuti
11564 '3 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER U 1159  ©% PRACHALIT NEPAL SIGN VISARGA
11565 & PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER UU . |yUphUti
11566 ¥ PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER VOCALICR .
11567 ¥ PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER VOCALIC RR 1159F S E’F:S\tiCHALIT NEPAL SIGN VIRAMA
11568 9 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER VOCALIC L
11569 9 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER VOCALIC LL H
1156A 9 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTERE VarlOl;lS Sym bOIS
11568 7 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER Al 115A0 S PRACHALIT NEPAL OM
1156C 3 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER O .
1156D gf PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER AU Punctuation
115A1 | PRACHALIT NEPAL DANDA
Consonants 115A2 | PRACHALIT NEPAL DOUBLE DANDA
1156E 9 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER KA H
1156F ¥ PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER KHA Va”OUS Sym bOIS
11570 3 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER GA 115A3 Y PRACHALIT NEPAL BHIN ARAMBHA
11571 9 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER GHA D t
11572 Z PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER NGA 1gIts
11573 @ PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER CA 115B0 © PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT ZERO
11574 % PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER CHA 115B1 ? PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT ONE
11575 3 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER JA 115B2 3 PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT TWO
11576 ¥ PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER JHA 115B3 % PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT THREE
11577 % PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER NYA 115B4 ¥ PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT FOUR
11578 © PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER TTA 115B5 9 PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT FIVE
11579 O PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER TTHA 115B6 & PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT SIX
1157A° 3 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER DDA 115B7 1 PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT SEVEN
1157B T PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER DDHA 115B8 % PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT EIGHT
1157C & PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER NNA 115B9 ® PRACHALIT NEPAL DIGIT NINE
1157D 1 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER TA
1157E ¥ PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER THA
1157F & PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER DA
11580 9 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER DHA
11581 d PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER NA
11582 U PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER PA
11583 < PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER PHA
11584 9 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER BA
11585 T PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER BHA
11586 H PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER MA
11587 I PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER YA
11588 T PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER RA
11589 ™ PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER LA
1158A 9 PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER VA
1158B ™ PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER SHA
1158C ¥ PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER SSA
1158D ¥ PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER SA
1158E & PRACHALIT NEPAL LETTER HA
Dependent vowel signs
1158F 1 PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN AA
11590 1\(\ PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN |
11591 | PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN Il
11592 2 PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN U
11593 & PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN UU
11594 ¢ PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN VOCALICR
11595 g PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC RR
11596 2 PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC L
11597 @ PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC LL
11598 ::} PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN E
11599 < PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN Al
1159A 71 PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN O
1159B N:i PRACHALIT NEPAL VOWEL SIGN AU

Figure 2: Proposed names list for Prachalit Nepal.
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sl qalen Tl — 9

Tt yaferd fafd Nepal Standard Seripl

org & 9-& (g)se 2

HiamE: '-R;i' 9% [%'@mf 2| There are 17 vowels

- ABFT YO AN

ged - 31 T I X J U aoF

Short sound - aiur lrie o an am

é’lﬁ o ® % Yad I
. woF F OE G U A A

I;un; sounded ai1:u: ri Irit ¢ of ah

dqBOTAS — T 36 (Y )53 T
A — TI:% & (HFERT: 1 There are 36 consonants
fdESNNYge 4% 7 H N

F €@ T ¥ T T g W "N
ka kha ga gha nga ca/cha chha ja jha nya

C0O0J3% 8 TYIHYd

e T ¥ T U T 9 3 9 9

Ta Tha Da Dha Na ta tha da dhana
T%dTH JAdad
g %w F§ ¥ ¥ g T o« 9

Papha/fababhama vara la va

NFILIHTE
MY HE AT
Sha sha sa ha ksa tra gvan

AT (T )
T T W E %
Ngha nha mha rha lha

Zeellsi o198 UM TEaaewy

gt Tl Biel UiFes TG Hesag |
e ara: it R s ol 9 aere 7 |

To those of you. who are famihiar with the Indian Devanagari script

the Nepal standard script should not be that difficult. | guess

= ﬁa olcl} Suva Newah
Sl e 999¢ T o-& oflelel (21.02.2000)

Let me hear how you found the above scripts after some trial
on your own. Next lesson will be on sounds of consonants,

Anshuman Pandey

Figure 3: Basic letters and signs of Prachalit Nepal from an online script tutorial (from “The Newah”

2009).
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TIBETO-BURMAN FAMILY. Tieeto-HimaLavan Group.
NEWARL.

| ) (NEPAL.)

%A JEE T AAEH R T gy AT ez
& B AR QBT GR a8 TR AT AR T
(e o 2 e 2B AR T A WS
SN ST AT us rr\{wﬁz;&i@@«xm\m
?:F'W-W«Tvﬁma@\wﬁmﬂ«m kqu\\ﬁ‘\%“f“‘*,‘
TR & AT N w{b‘\:rm e R gy
F LT 22| I S e, e e m;mmmm
LRI DT BT 3 o oframed@ oo gy g
RAL TA A Braan m'w&m'aa%{rmwﬁ
EA- 2% AL AAG (37 sxvaps R Az fio.g :noif
3 (O FaTIT- ORI BN A1 53 vaehs Y aAH B Ao
AT 20 AT, T BT ol 65

Figure 4: Specimen of ‘Newari’ script from the Linguistic Survey of India (from Grierson 1909:
221).



