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It used to be true that Hong Kong students tend to receive
local university education; however, things have taken such
a sharp turn that more and more parents believe that foreign
education transcends local ones. Hence they are sending
their children to study overseas. In view of this, | think it's
worthwhile to examine this trend thoroughly.

Prior to discussing the benefits and drawbacks of this vogue,
it's important to understand the underlying reasons of such an
act.

To commence with, some parents view this as a platform for
their children to explore more possible career opportunities.
After completing schooling in foreign countries, one will return
with a new perspective on culture, language skills, a great
education and a willingness to learn. It's undeniable that these
attributes are very appealing to future employers. Maximizing
teenagers’ potential is what every parent wants so it’s totally
understandable that they’re eager in sending the young ones
abroad.

The fact that studying overseas serves as an eye-opener to
sharpen one’s competitive edge constitutes only part of the
many factors. Training children’s independence is one of the
numerous goals apparently since adolescents in Hong Kong
are usually reliant, lacking actual experience in dealing with
adversities solely by themselves. The process of studying
abroad is, for most teenagers, a valuable chance for maturing
their thoughts and demeanors as they have to manage
everything on their own, look after themselves and sort out
personal affairs. These are demanding tasks undoubtedly but
are also indispensable journeys one must face sooner or later.
Parents understand this very well and given that most of them
are financially capable, they opt for foreign education.

Now that we’'ve come to understand what’s behind this
proliferating trend, you might be interested in knowing whether
or not this is the path which you should pursue. When
examining this issue, there’re particularly two predominant
stakeholders, namely local schools or in a broader sense,
Hong Kong, and students receiving foreign education. Taking
a closer look at the impacts on these two parties may tell us
which side is more tenable.

First and foremost, local schools are somehow the
beneficiaries since teaching can be facilitated with the same
amount of resources but fewer students. University students
are no longer passive learners-they’re the ones who feverishly
acquire a multitude of avenues to explore more on their own,
which means that libraries, computer rooms and laboratories
are certainly essential for each and every one of them. Thus,
fewer local students suggest that schools can be a better place
for self-directed learning since resources will appear to be
more sufficient.

Nevertheless, if we view this from the societal perspective, it's
not hard to spot out a problem. Decreasing number of local
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university graduates may, in some sense, be equivalent to a
flow of assets to foreign countries. Nobody can guarantee that
foreign graduates must return to Hong Kong and contribute to
their hometown after having completed their studies. | believe
some may simply be fascinated by foreign cultures and are
determined to reside there. While there'’re fresh graduates who
are willing to work in Hong Kong, | do believe local industries
lose their competitiveness to some extent.

Switching our focus to the ones studying overseas, we can
easily identify innumerable advantages. Students will be able
to hone their language skills, especially English, which is
conducive to their communication with people having different
cultural backgrounds, religious beliefs and nationalities. In the
long run, they shape themselves into insightful youngsters who
are receptive to ideas. Unlike local universities, foreign schools
are like a big melting pot that students all over the globe learn
together harmoniously. Diverging opinions regarding the same
issue must be inevitable but once disputes and skirmishes
are over, students will gradually understand the importance
of acceptance and tolerance. Growing up in this scenario is
incontrovertibly a blessing for youngsters.

Yet, not all cases are successful. We're not unfamiliar with
news involving students who have gone astray due to a lack of
parental supervision and countless temptations. Humans are
naturally inquisitive and so are adolescents. Living in foreign
countries inevitably appears more carefree, which implies that
students’ routines can be more flexible but some may take
advantage of this to engage themselves in some unhealthy
activities like loitering outside, taking drugs and drinking
alcohol. They do know that these aren’t what they should do
but temptations are too overwhelming and irresistible. Having
no guardians even exacerbates the situation.

In essence, it's manifest that students choosing to study
overseas can both be the beneficiaries and the victims, and
the same applies to local schools together with the entire
society. Personally, it all depends on the needs and characters
of students. That is to say, those who are disciplined and self-
reliant should have no problem studying abroad whereas
others who tend to be rather impulsive and impressionable
may find local education a more desirable option. You
understand yourself best so | think the key is to look for a way
which truly suits your personalities and fulfills your aspiration.




Kerry Cheng (5D) and Kathy Kong (4C) who had joined a
10-month overseas exchange programme unanimously claimed
the experience makes their lives a difference. Apart from
enhancing their problem-solving skills, both of them become
more independent and proactive in making new friends.

Inspired by her mother (a returnee of AFS), Kerry decided to
take a gap year to learn the language and culture of Austria.
Kerry was lucky enough to be
allocated to a good high school
. and a host family in which both
*_. host parents could speak English
well. All Siumingians will surely
envy her half-day school and
leisurely family life. In summer,
she could read story books in their
garden with a swimming pool.

Compared with Kerry, Kathy encountered more ups and
downs in her exchange year. Originally, she planned to follow
the footsteps of an AFS returnee to explore Russia. Owing
to political instability, she was forced to change her mind. In
Belgium, she had changed host family three times and was
involved in a traffic accident. What's more, she was affected by
two bomb blasts in Brussels and a bomb threat in her district. In
retrospect, Kathy admitted that they were good chances for her
to achieve independence.

When asked about their unforgettable experience, Kerry got
happy and miserable memories. She recalled her terrific class
picnic in a skiing resort in Salzburg excitedly while she bitterly
regretted not joining the farewell camp. She felt so depressed
that she had been crying for two hours on her way to the airport.
In fact, she will not forget being scolded by host dad for a half-
day.

Kathy had a mixed feeling with her first host family as she spent
seven months getting along with them. Being vegans, the host
parents did not prepare any meat and snacks for Kathy. Lucky
enough, her last host family was superb. She took pleasure in
joining all the AFS camps especially the Orientation camp in
which she made many new foreign friends. She also seized an
opportunity to try skating and snowboarding.

The major difference they could spot between teenagers in
Austria or Belgium and local teens is their learning attitude and
style of living. Generally speaking, teenagers in Austria and
Belgium take less initiative in learning and are rather causal
in their clothing. Kerry was shocked to find that some of her
friends were wearing the same clothes for the whole week. It
is interesting to note that Austrians treat lunch as an important
meal while they finish the leftovers for dinner.

All in all, the one-year exchange program opens Kerry and
Kathy’s mind to a new way to view the world. They also create
friendship across cultures that will last a lifetime and bring back
skills acquired that can be used for a lifetime.

Interview with Evelyn Pietras

Evelyn Pietras has left her family in Denmark and come to Hong
Kong to seek intercultural learning opportunities. Britney Chu
(3C) who is also Evelyn’s buddy, interviewed her about her
experience in Siu Ming as well as in Hong Kong.

Britney Chu (B) : Why did you join the exchange programme?

Evelyn Pietras (E) : As early as when | was in 8th grade year,

| heard of such appealing exchange program. Then | spent
- the next 2 years trying to convince my parents to let me study
k\S abroad.

Living a fairly easy life can sometimes leave people with fewer
opportunities to grow. Hence, | think it's time for me to take on
a challenge and get away from the familiar life. | intend to put
myself in situations that | have never experienced before.

B : Is there anything that you
would like to achieve when
joining this programme?

E : Well, | hope traveling to
another country without my
family would help me grow
up, at least to get a clearer
idea of what | really want to
do and also am capable of
doing in the future.

B : Any challenges?

E : Learning Cantonese is a challenge because | still haven’t
learned any Cantonese yet. Yet, | did learn a bit Chinglish!
HaHalll In fact, | am feeling great that | have had fair share
of challenges, that means self realisation and learning for
me. | am grateful that there are some amazing friends who
have been especially lovely during my difficult times.

B : What are the main similarities and differences about being a
student in Denmark and in Hong Kong?

E : The first thing comes to my mind is the use of computers
in Danish school. In Denmark, we can bring our computers
to school every day for homework, note taking and e-book
learning. Actually, the amount of pen and paper used in
Hong Kong brings my memory back to my elementary
school when we did not use computers or mobile phones.
The next thing is school uniform. In Denmark, we don’t have
any school uniform. There are basically no restrictions on
clothes, hair, nails, accessories, makeup and whatnot!
However, | am glad that | don’t need to makeup and choose
an outfit in the morning. More sleeping time!!

B : How about school life?

E : Like all of you, we stay in the same classroom for lessons
and sit for examinations. However, in Denmark, a large part
of the social life in school revolves around partying and
drinking. It’s nice to have classmates whose life don’t just
revolve around alcohol!

B : How’s your life in Siu Ming?

E : As far as | know, there seems no girls’ school in Denmark.
It's surely a fun experience for me to study here. You know,
| have fewer subjects and lighter workload than you guys. |
can enjoy my student life better.

B : How about living in Hong Kong? Any likes and dislikes?

E : It's weird to think about |
dislike Hong Kong. Living
in Hong Kong is certainly a
brilliant experience. There
are a lot of things | like
about Hong Kong, such as
the brilliant food and the
convenient MTR system. |
am going to miss living in
a wonderful city which is
easy to go to somewhere cool and have fun. | will miss how
cheap it is to eat out here! Back in Denmark, | am only able
to eat out with my friends on special occasions.

: It seems our city is superb. Really?

: Perhaps teenagers of Hong Kong are not as well respected
as those in Denmark, where teenagers are very independent
and are trusted with responsibility, almost being equal to the
adults. Some viewpoints of Hong Kong people are rather
conservative.

B : If you are asked to conclude your exchange experience in

one word/phrase/sentence, what would you say?

E : “Exchange isn’t a year in your life, it's a life in a year.”
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Participating Schools b Sister Anffta end tho Vitd

CCC Chuen Yuen College

Daughters of Mary Help of Christians Siu Ming

Catholic Secondary School

Ho Fung College (Sponsored by Sik Sik Yuen)

SKH Lam Woo Memorial Secondary School

Tsuen Wan Public Ho Chuen Yiu Memorial College I 3 »

Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Chen Zao Men College . » P
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