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Transition and Reorganization of Mandarin Drama in
Taiwan in the 1950s

Ya-hsiang HSU

Professor, Department of Theatre Arts, Taipei National University of the Arts

Since the end of World War II, the implementation of cultural policies for
“de-Japanization” and “re-sinicization” by the Nationalist government (the National
Government of the Republic of China) who took over Taiwan, and the promulgation
and implementation of drama laws and regulations, have made Mandarin drama
mainstream in Taiwan’s drama industry at the time. The outcome of the “Taiwan
theater movement” co-constructed by professional drama troupes, military drama
troupes, amateur drama troupes, and student drama troupes performing in Taiwan
substantively displayed a centralized and condensed representation of Chinese dramas
in Taiwan from the May Fourth Movement until the beginning of the war. Toward the
end of 1949, the Nationalist government retreated to Taiwan after losing the civil war.
A new wave was set off of banning communist performances, forbidding those who
might be “communist occupied/communist attached” and prohibiting leftist drama
authors, causing incomplete and variant Chinese dramas to achieve a dominant status
in Taiwan. At the same time, the cultural reorganization practices that separated from
the drama tradition, and were yet deemed inevitable, had a profound influence on the
development of Taiwanese drama and drama education.

It is inappropriate to summarize the development of Taiwan’s Mandarin drama
in the 1950s with anti-communist drama alone. Prior to the Nationalist government-led
anti-communist drama creations and performances, Mandarin drama had gone through
the transition from playing banned drama scripts due to a shortage of scripts, which
was the continuation of the transformation of Chinese drama tradition in Taiwan. The
multi-faceted background of the drama actors and the phenomenon of “screenwriters
gathering” for writing rewards on the other hand had a profound impact on drama
performances, drama education, and television development at the time. Furthermore,
regarding the Nationalist government’s cultural hegemony shaping through the state
apparatus, by using cultural and art policies, establishment of organizations, incentive
bonuses, drama exhibition holdings, school department commencement, and other
measures, the “free China’ Mandarin drama development was effectively reorganized.
This self-imposed and self-reinforced closed drama system is a polyphonic
phenomenon outside anti-communist drama worth noting in the history of Taiwanese
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